
Day 304 - TUESDAY: December 5th

2 Samuel 8 & 1 Chronicles 18

2 Samuel 8:1-18 NKJV
After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines and subdued 
them. And David took Metheg Ammah from the hand of the Philistines. 
Then he defeated Moab. Forcing them down to the ground, he measured 
them off with a line. With two lines he measured off those to be put to 
death, and with one full line those to be kept alive. So the Moabites 
became David's servants, and brought tribute. David also defeated 
Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah, as he went to recover his 
territory at the River Euphrates. David took from him one thousand 
chariots, seven hundred horsemen, and twenty thousand foot soldiers. 
Also David hamstrung all the chariot horses, except that he spared 
enough of them for one hundred chariots. When the Syrians of 
Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, David killed twenty-
two thousand of the Syrians. Then David put garrisons in Syria of 
Damascus; and the Syrians became David's servants, and brought 
tribute. So the LORD preserved David wherever he went. And David 
took the shields of gold that had belonged to the servants of Hadadezer, 
and brought them to Jerusalem. Also from Betah and from Berothai, 
cities of Hadadezer, King David took a large amount of bronze. When 
Toi king of Hamath heard that David had defeated all the army of 
Hadadezer, then Toi sent Joram his son to King David, to greet him and 
bless him, because he had fought against Hadadezer and defeated him 
(for Hadadezer had been at war with Toi); and Joram brought with him 
articles of silver, articles of gold, and articles of bronze. King David also 
dedicated these to the LORD, along with the silver and gold that he had 
dedicated from all the nations which he had subdued— from Syria, from 



Moab, from the people of Ammon, from the Philistines, from Amalek, 
and from the spoil of Hadadezer the son of Rehob, king of Zobah. And 
David made himself a name when he returned from killing eighteen 
thousand Syrians in the Valley of Salt. He also put garrisons in Edom; 
throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the Edomites became 
David's servants. And the LORD preserved David wherever he went. So 
David reigned over all Israel; and David administered judgment and 
justice to all his people. Joab the son of Zeruiah was over the army; 
Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; Zadok the son of Ahitub 
and Ahimelech the son of Abiathar were the priests; Seraiah was the 
scribe; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over both the Cherethites and 
the Pelethites; and David's sons were chief ministers. 

1 Chronicles 18:1-17 NKJV
After this it came to pass that David attacked the Philistines, subdued 
them, and took Gath and its towns from the hand of the Philistines. Then 
he defeated Moab, and the Moabites became David's servants, and 
brought tribute. And David defeated Hadadezer king of Zobah as far as 
Hamath, as he went to establish his power by the River Euphrates. David 
took from him one thousand chariots, seven thousand horsemen, and 
twenty thousand foot soldiers. Also David hamstrung all the chariot 
horses, except that he spared enough of them for one hundred chariots. 
When the Syrians of Damascus came to help Hadadezer king of Zobah, 
David killed twenty-two thousand of the Syrians. Then David put 
garrisons in Syria of Damascus; and the Syrians became David's 
servants, and brought tribute. So the LORD preserved David wherever 
he went. And David took the shields of gold that were on the servants of 
Hadadezer, and brought them to Jerusalem. Also from Tibhath and from 
Chun, cities of Hadadezer, David brought a large amount of bronze, with 
which Solomon made the bronze Sea, the pillars, and the articles of 



bronze. Now when Tou king of Hamath heard that David had defeated 
all the army of Hadadezer king of Zobah, he sent Hadoram his son to 
King David, to greet him and bless him, because he had fought against 
Hadadezer and defeated him (for Hadadezer had been at war with Tou); 
and Hadoram brought with him all kinds of articles of gold, silver, and 
bronze. King David also dedicated these to the LORD, along with the 
silver and gold that he had brought from all these nations—from Edom, 
from Moab, from the people of Ammon, from the Philistines, and from 
Amalek. Moreover Abishai the son of Zeruiah killed eighteen thousand 
Edomites in the Valley of Salt. He also put garrisons in Edom, and all 
the Edomites became David's servants. And the LORD preserved David 
wherever he went. So David reigned over all Israel, and administered 
judgment and justice to all his people. Joab the son of Zeruiah was over 
the army; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; Zadok the son of 
Ahitub and Abimelech the son of Abiathar were the priests; Shavsha was 
the scribe; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada was over the Cherethites and the 
Pelethites; and David's sons were chief ministers at the king's side. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states: “Here we see David extending the 
dominion of Israel. God's covenant with him included the promise that 
he would be victor over his enemies. Furthermore, in conjunction with 
his movement north, his purpose is directly stated: "to establish his 
power by the River Euphrates" (1 Chronicles 18:3). All of this expansion 
was, no doubt, carried out with God's promise to Abraham firmly in 
mind—that the land God was giving him would extend "from the river 
of Egypt to the great river, the River Euphrates" (Genesis 15:18). 
Perhaps he also had direct instructions from God that Scripture does not 
reveal.



Of defeated nations, the accounts explain that they became David's 
"servants," bringing tribute—that is, vassal states indirectly ruled by 
David. The conquest of one of these, Moab, may have been undertaken 
with mixed feelings—David's great-grandmother Ruth having come 
from there (Ruth 4:13-17) and him having sent his own parents there to 
Moab's king for protection while he hid from Saul (1 Samuel 22:3-4). 
Perhaps Moab had a new ruler at this time. Nevertheless, Moab was a 
pagan nation that had posed a serious danger to Israel in the past (see 
Numbers 25:1-3, Judges 3:12-30) and would do so repeatedly 
throughout Israel's history.” [END]
Verse 2 – JFB commentary states: “This refers to a well-known practice 
of Eastern kings, to command their prisoners of war, particularly those 
who, notorious for the atrocity of their crimes or distinguished by the 
indomitable spirit of their resistance, had greatly incensed the victors, to 
lie down on the ground. Then a certain portion of them, which was 
determined by lot, but most commonly by a measuring-line, were put to 
death. Our version makes him put two-thirds to death, and spare one-
third. The Septuagint and Vulgate make one-half. This war usage was 
not, perhaps, usually practiced by the people of God; but Jewish writers 
assert that the cause of this particular severity against this people was 
their having massacred David’s parents and family, whom he had, 
during his exile, committed to the king of Moab.”
 
1 Chronicles 18:12 – The Adam Clarke commentary states “This victory 
is attributed to David, 2Sa_8:13. He sent Abishai against them, and he 
defeated them: this is with great propriety attributed to David as 
commander-in-chief”.
 


