
Day 316 - SUNDAY: December 17th              

2 Samuel 20

2 Samuel 20:1-26 NKJV
And there happened to be there a rebel, whose name was Sheba the son 
of Bichri, a Benjamite. And he blew a trumpet, and said: "We have no 
share in David, Nor do we have inheritance in the son of Jesse; Every 
man to his tents, O Israel!" So every man of Israel deserted David, and 
followed Sheba the son of Bichri. But the men of Judah, from the Jordan 
as far as Jerusalem, remained loyal to their king. Now David came to his 
house at Jerusalem. And the king took the ten women, his concubines 
whom he had left to keep the house, and put them in seclusion and 
supported them, but did not go in to them. So they were shut up to the 
day of their death, living in widowhood. And the king said to Amasa, 
"Assemble the men of Judah for me within three days, and be present 
here yourself." So Amasa went to assemble the men of Judah. But he 
delayed longer than the set time which David had appointed him. And 
David said to Abishai, "Now Sheba the son of Bichri will do us more 
harm than Absalom. Take your lord's servants and pursue him, lest he 
find for himself fortified cities, and escape us." So Joab's men, with the 
Cherethites, the Pelethites, and all the mighty men, went out after him. 
And they went out of Jerusalem to pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. When 
they were at the large stone which is in Gibeon, Amasa came before 
them. Now Joab was dressed in battle armor; on it was a belt with a 
sword fastened in its sheath at his hips; and as he was going forward, it 
fell out. Then Joab said to Amasa, "Are you in health, my brother?" And 
Joab took Amasa by the beard with his right hand to kiss him. But 
Amasa did not notice the sword that was in Joab's hand. And he struck 
him with it in the stomach, and his entrails poured out on the ground; 
and he did not strike him again. Thus he died. Then Joab and Abishai his 



brother pursued Sheba the son of Bichri. Meanwhile one of Joab's men 
stood near Amasa, and said, "Whoever favors Joab and whoever is for 
David—follow Joab!" But Amasa wallowed in his blood in the middle 
of the highway. And when the man saw that all the people stood still, he 
moved Amasa from the highway to the field and threw a garment over 
him, when he saw that everyone who came upon him halted. When he 
was removed from the highway, all the people went on after Joab to 
pursue Sheba the son of Bichri. And he went through all the tribes of 
Israel to Abel and Beth Maachah and all the Berites. So they were 
gathered together and also went after Sheba. Then they came and 
besieged him in Abel of Beth Maachah; and they cast up a siege mound 
against the city, and it stood by the rampart. And all the people who 
were with Joab battered the wall to throw it down. Then a wise woman 
cried out from the city, "Hear, hear! Please say to Joab, 'Come nearby, 
that I may speak with you.' " When he had come near to her, the woman 
said, "Are you Joab?" He answered, "I am." Then she said to him, "Hear 
the words of your maidservant." And he answered, "I am listening." So 
she spoke, saying, "They used to talk in former times, saying, 'They shall 
surely seek guidance at Abel,' and so they would end disputes. I am 
among the peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek to destroy a city 
and a mother in Israel. Why would you swallow up the inheritance of the 
LORD?" And Joab answered and said, "Far be it, far be it from me, that 
I should swallow up or destroy! That is not so. But a man from the 
mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the son of Bichri by name, has raised his 
hand against the king, against David. Deliver him only, and I will depart 
from the city." So the woman said to Joab, "Watch, his head will be 
thrown to you over the wall." Then the woman in her wisdom went to all 
the people. And they cut off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and 
threw it out to Joab. Then he blew a trumpet, and they withdrew from 
the city, every man to his tent. So Joab returned to the king at Jerusalem. 



And Joab was over all the army of Israel; Benaiah the son of Jehoiada 
was over the Cherethites and the Pelethites; Adoram was in charge of 
revenue; Jehoshaphat the son of Ahilud was recorder; Sheva was scribe; 
Zadok and Abiathar were the priests; and Ira the Jairite was a chief 
minister under David. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states: “Whenever there are divisions 
among a people, inevitably someone will attempt to assert himself 
over others into a position of authority. Such is the case with the 
Benjamite Sheba. Taking advantage of the situation that exists in 
Israel, with the northern tribes in general rebellion (verse 2), 
Sheba calls for the army of Israel to follow him against Judah and 
the king.
David sends Amasa to gather the men of Judah before him. 
When he does not return in the prescribed time, David places 
Abishai over the men of Judah to pursue Sheba. Joab is serving 
under Abishai at this point.
Upon meeting Amasa, Joab kills him—his own cousin—with no 
established guilt. Joab's self-justification was probably based, in 
part, on the fact that Amasa had previously joined Absalom and 
had served as his general. Yet that crime was pardoned. And in 
the present situation, it is not known why Amasa was late. Joab 
didn't even ask him! As we've seen, Joab is a man who 
continually takes matters into his own hands, sometimes breaking 
the law or violating direct orders in the process. Worse, Joab may 
have killed Amasa out of spite for taking his job—or as a political 
move to regain his position. Eventually these sins will catch up 
with him (1 Kings 1:5-6; 1 Kings 2:28-35).



Joab and his men come to "Abel of Beth Maacah" (2 Samuel 
20:15), in northern Galilee four miles west of Dan, where Sheba is 
holed up. In seeking peace for her city, a wise woman dealing 
with Joab is able to convince her city to deliver the head of Sheba 
to Joab, thus resolving the conflict.
In the end, Joab ends up back over the army (verse 23).” [END]
Verse 3 – Adam Clarke’s commentary states: “He could not well 
divorce them; he could not punish them, as they were not in the 
transgression; he could no more be familiar with them, because 
they had been defiled by his son; and to have married them to 
other men might have been dangerous to the state: therefore he 
shut them up and fed them - made them quite comfortable, and 
they continued as widows to their death.”  [END]
The JFB commentary states: “Jewish writers say that the 
widowed queens of Hebrew monarchs were not allowed to marry 
again but were obliged to pass the rest of their lives in strict 
seclusion. David treated his concubines in the same manner after 
the outrage committed on them by Absalom. They were not 
divorced, for they were guiltless; but they were no longer publicly 
recognized as his wives; nor was their confinement to a 
sequestered life a very heavy doom, in a region where women 
have never been accustomed to go much abroad.” [END]
 
Verse 5 – Remember that Amasa was the head of the soldiers of 
Abasom and that David made him the head of his army in a move 
to create peace and unity, however, now that the ten northern 
tribes have again broken off from Judah, it makes sense that 
Amasa may have a hard time rallying the troops of Judah.  He 
was never their leader and they may not have wanted to follow 
him.  This is my speculation.




