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1 Kings 1

1 Kings 1:1-53 NKJV
Now King David was old, advanced in years; and they put covers on 
him, but he could not get warm. Therefore his servants said to him, "Let 
a young woman, a virgin, be sought for our lord the king, and let her 
stand before the king, and let her care for him; and let her lie in your 
bosom, that our lord the king may be warm." So they sought for a lovely 
young woman throughout all the territory of Israel, and found Abishag 
the Shunammite, and brought her to the king. The young woman was 
very lovely; and she cared for the king, and served him; but the king did 
not know her. Then Adonijah the son of Haggith exalted himself, saying, 
"I will be king"; and he prepared for himself chariots and horsemen, and 
fifty men to run before him. (And his father had not rebuked him at any 
time by saying, "Why have you done so?" He was also very good-
looking. His mother had borne him after Absalom.) Then he conferred 
with Joab the son of Zeruiah and with Abiathar the priest, and they 
followed and helped Adonijah. But Zadok the priest, Benaiah the son of 
Jehoiada, Nathan the prophet, Shimei, Rei, and the mighty men who 
belonged to David were not with Adonijah. And Adonijah sacrificed 
sheep and oxen and fattened cattle by the stone of Zoheleth, which is by 
En Rogel; he also invited all his brothers, the king's sons, and all the 
men of Judah, the king's servants. But he did not invite Nathan the 
prophet, Benaiah, the mighty men, or Solomon his brother. So Nathan 
spoke to Bathsheba the mother of Solomon, saying, "Have you not heard 
that Adonijah the son of Haggith has become king, and David our lord 
does not know it? Come, please, let me now give you advice, that you 
may save your own life and the life of your son Solomon. Go 



immediately to King David and say to him, 'Did you not, my lord, O 
king, swear to your maidservant, saying, "Assuredly your son Solomon 
shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne"? Why then has 
Adonijah become king?' Then, while you are still talking there with the 
king, I also will come in after you and confirm your words." So 
Bathsheba went into the chamber to the king. (Now the king was very 
old, and Abishag the Shunammite was serving the king.) And Bathsheba 
bowed and did homage to the king. Then the king said, "What is your 
wish?" Then she said to him, "My lord, you swore by the LORD your 
God to your maidservant, saying, 'Assuredly Solomon your son shall 
reign after me, and he shall sit on my throne.' So now, look! Adonijah 
has become king; and now, my lord the king, you do not know about it. 
He has sacrificed oxen and fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and 
has invited all the sons of the king, Abiathar the priest, and Joab the 
commander of the army; but Solomon your servant he has not invited. 
And as for you, my lord, O king, the eyes of all Israel are on you, that 
you should tell them who will sit on the throne of my lord the king after 
him. Otherwise it will happen, when my lord the king rests with his 
fathers, that I and my son Solomon will be counted as offenders." And 
just then, while she was still talking with the king, Nathan the prophet 
also came in. So they told the king, saying, "Here is Nathan the 
prophet." And when he came in before the king, he bowed down before 
the king with his face to the ground. And Nathan said, "My lord, O king, 
have you said, 'Adonijah shall reign after me, and he shall sit on my 
throne'? For he has gone down today, and has sacrificed oxen and 
fattened cattle and sheep in abundance, and has invited all the king's 
sons, and the commanders of the army, and Abiathar the priest; and 
look! They are eating and drinking before him; and they say, 'Long live 
King Adonijah!' But he has not invited me—me your servant—nor 
Zadok the priest, nor Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, nor your servant 



Solomon. Has this thing been done by my lord the king, and you have 
not told your servant who should sit on the throne of my lord the king 
after him?" Then King David answered and said, "Call Bathsheba to 
me." So she came into the king's presence and stood before the king. 
And the king took an oath and said, "As the LORD lives, who has 
redeemed my life from every distress, just as I swore to you by the 
LORD God of Israel, saying, 'Assuredly Solomon your son shall be king 
after me, and he shall sit on my throne in my place,' so I certainly will do 
this day." Then Bathsheba bowed with her face to the earth, and paid 
homage to the king, and said, "Let my lord King David live forever!" 
And King David said, "Call to me Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, 
and Benaiah the son of Jehoiada." So they came before the king. The 
king also said to them, "Take with you the servants of your lord, and 
have Solomon my son ride on my own mule, and take him down to 
Gihon. There let Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet anoint him 
king over Israel; and blow the horn, and say, 'Long live King Solomon!' 
Then you shall come up after him, and he shall come and sit on my 
throne, and he shall be king in my place. For I have appointed him to be 
ruler over Israel and Judah." Benaiah the son of Jehoiada answered the 
king and said, "Amen! May the LORD God of my lord the king say so 
too. As the LORD has been with my lord the king, even so may He be 
with Solomon, and make his throne greater than the throne of my lord 
King David." So Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son 
of Jehoiada, the Cherethites, and the Pelethites went down and had 
Solomon ride on King David's mule, and took him to Gihon. Then 
Zadok the priest took a horn of oil from the tabernacle and anointed 
Solomon. And they blew the horn, and all the people said, "Long live 
King Solomon!" And all the people went up after him; and the people 
played the flutes and rejoiced with great joy, so that the earth seemed to 
split with their sound. Now Adonijah and all the guests who were with 



him heard it as they finished eating. And when Joab heard the sound of 
the horn, he said, "Why is the city in such a noisy uproar?" While he was 
still speaking, there came Jonathan, the son of Abiathar the priest. And 
Adonijah said to him, "Come in, for you are a prominent man, and bring 
good news." Then Jonathan answered and said to Adonijah, "No! Our 
lord King David has made Solomon king. The king has sent with him 
Zadok the priest, Nathan the prophet, Benaiah the son of Jehoiada, the 
Cherethites, and the Pelethites; and they have made him ride on the 
king's mule. So Zadok the priest and Nathan the prophet have anointed 
him king at Gihon; and they have gone up from there rejoicing, so that 
the city is in an uproar. This is the noise that you have heard. Also 
Solomon sits on the throne of the kingdom. And moreover the king's 
servants have gone to bless our lord King David, saying, 'May God 
make the name of Solomon better than your name, and may He make his 
throne greater than your throne.' Then the king bowed himself on the 
bed. Also the king said thus, 'Blessed be the LORD God of Israel, who 
has given one to sit on my throne this day, while my eyes see it!' " So all 
the guests who were with Adonijah were afraid, and arose, and each one 
went his way. Now Adonijah was afraid of Solomon; so he arose, and 
went and took hold of the horns of the altar. And it was told Solomon, 
saying, "Indeed Adonijah is afraid of King Solomon; for look, he has 
taken hold of the horns of the altar, saying, 'Let King Solomon swear to 
me today that he will not put his servant to death with the sword.' " Then 
Solomon said, "If he proves himself a worthy man, not one hair of him 
shall fall to the earth; but if wickedness is found in him, he shall die." So 
King Solomon sent them to bring him down from the altar. And he came 
and fell down before King Solomon; and Solomon said to him, "Go to 
your house." 

Daily Deep Dive:



Background to Kings:  1st and 2nd Kings were originally one 
literary work.  The author the book is unknown.  Due to similaries 
to the book of Jeremiah, some scholars believed that Kings was 
written by the prophet Jeremiah.  Certainly the book pulls from 
multiple sources (Jeremiah, Isaiah, etc…).  It seems Kings was 
written/comilled during the reign of Babyloon’s Evil-Merodach, 
after Jehoiachin’s release from prison, but before the end of the 
Babylonian exile.  The audience of Kings seems to be for the 
Jews living in exile in Babylon to preserve the history of Israel and 
Judah.  1 Kings includes the history of the united kingdom under 
King Solomon, as well of the first 80 years of the divided kingdom.
 
Chapter 1:
The UCG reading program states: “Undoubtedly, all of David's 
existing wives were too old themselves to provide the type of 
'round-the-clock nursing care that Abishag was able to provide as 
David lay suffering from lack of body heat. "Using a healthy 
person's body warmth to care for a sick person is a medical 
procedure noted by the second-century Greek physician Galen 
and the Jewish historian Josephus" (Nelson Study Bible, note on 
verses 1-3). Abishag was a Shunammite, making her from the 
town of Shunem—probably the same town, in the territory of 
Issachar (Joshua 19:18), at which the Philistines gathered before 
they attacked and killed Saul (1 Samuel 28:4). That would also be 
the town of the family the prophet Elisha later stayed with 
frequently during his ministry (2 Kings 4:8).
Seizing on this time of old-age weakness, David's son Adonijah 
tries to put himself forward as the next king. Adonijah was David's 
fourth son (see 2 Samuel 3:2-5), but his first, Amnon, and third, 
Absalom, were already dead. (Most commentators believe that 



David's second son, Chileab, died young as he is not mentioned 
since birth and is evidently not a factor when Absalom sets 
himself up as heir-apparent.)
Yet it is clear that the oldest son was not to be king in this case 
anyway. God through David had already chosen David's younger 
son Solomon as successor to the throne (1 Kings 1:13, 1 Kings 
1:17, 1 Kings 1:30; 1 Kings 2:15; 1 Chronicles 22:9-10). And 
Adonijah was apparently aware of this since he deliberately 
avoided inviting to his sacrifice those who would support the 
king's designate (1 Kings 1:8-10). Thus, Adonijah is exalting 
himself against God's will. But even now, late in his life, David has 
a hard time exercising proper discipline when it comes to his 
children (verse 6). As with his older half-brother Absalom 
(compare 2 Samuel 14:25), who was now long dead, Adonijah 
was very good-looking, and he used some of Absalom's tactics to 
gain the kingdom (2 Samuel 15:1). It should be noted that a 
casual reading of verse 6 of 1 Kings 1 might lead one to believe 
that the two men had the same mother, but Absalom's mother 
was Maacah, and Adonijah's mother was Haggith (verse 5; 2 
Samuel 3:3-4).
It is probably no coincidence that Abiathar sided with Adonijah, as 
a way for God to work out His plan to bring to an end the priestly 
succession of the family of Eli (compare 1 Samuel 2:27-36). Joab, 
too, may have been influenced in some way by God to make this 
choice—to set him up for the punishment his life's record 
demanded.
David puts an end to the question of succession by putting 
Solomon on the throne before his death—in a great and dramatic 
public display. This practice becomes fairly common among 
Israelite kings, as we will see later on.



Adonijah is understandably terrified. His "quest for mercy at the 
bloodstained (Leviticus 4:7, Leviticus 4:18, Leviticus 4:25, 
Leviticus 4:30) horns of the altar was in keeping with the 
traditional function of the altar as a haven of refuge for those who 
had committed unintentional crimes (Exodus 21:12-14)" (Nelson 
Study Bible, note on verses 50-53). Adonijah's treason, however, 
is far from unintentional—so the king sends men to remove him 
from there. Yet, for the time being, Adonijah is spared any 
punishment—Solomon giving him temporary clemency no doubt 
out of respect for David. But Solomon's words indicate that there 
will yet be an evaluation of him. And Adonijah's future actions will 
demonstrate his real character, as we will see.” [END]
Verse 4 – The NKJV states, “the king did not know her.”  I think it 
is probably obvious to all of you what this is saying, but to make 
sure all of our readers understand, the NLT simply states “But the 
king had no sexual relations with her.”


