
Day 358 - SUNDAY: February 4  th                       

2 Chronicles 4 (recall 1 Kings 7:23 – 51)

2 Chronicles 4:1-22 NKJV
Moreover he made a bronze altar: twenty cubits was its length, 
twenty cubits its width, and ten cubits its height. Then he made 
the Sea of cast bronze, ten cubits from one brim to the other; it 
was completely round. Its height was five cubits, and a line of 
thirty cubits measured its circumference. And under it was the 
likeness of oxen encircling it all around, ten to a cubit, all the way 
around the Sea. The oxen were cast in two rows, when it was 
cast. It stood on twelve oxen: three looking toward the north, three 
looking toward the west, three looking toward the south, and three 
looking toward the east; the Sea was set upon them, and all their 
back parts pointed inward. It was a handbreadth thick; and its 
brim was shaped like the brim of a cup, like a lily blossom. It 
contained three thousand baths. He also made ten lavers, and put 
five on the right side and five on the left, to wash in them; such 
things as they offered for the burnt offering they would wash in 
them, but the Sea was for the priests to wash in. And he made ten 
lampstands of gold according to their design, and set them in the 
temple, five on the right side and five on the left. He also made 
ten tables, and placed them in the temple, five on the right side 
and five on the left. And he made one hundred bowls of gold. 
Furthermore he made the court of the priests, and the great court 
and doors for the court; and he overlaid these doors with bronze. 
He set the Sea on the right side, toward the southeast. Then 
Huram made the pots and the shovels and the bowls. So Huram 
finished doing the work that he was to do for King Solomon for the 
house of God: the two pillars and the bowl-shaped capitals that 
were on top of the two pillars; the two networks covering the two 
bowl-shaped capitals which were on top of the pillars; four 



hundred pomegranates for the two networks (two rows of 
pomegranates for each network, to cover the two bowl-shaped 
capitals that were on the pillars); he also made carts and the 
lavers on the carts; one Sea and twelve oxen under it; also the 
pots, the shovels, the forks—and all their articles Huram his 
master craftsman made of burnished bronze for King Solomon for 
the house of the LORD. In the plain of Jordan the king had them 
cast in clay molds, between Succoth and Zeredah. And Solomon 
had all these articles made in such great abundance that the 
weight of the bronze was not determined. Thus Solomon had all 
the furnishings made for the house of God: the altar of gold and 
the tables on which was the showbread; the lampstands with their 
lamps of pure gold, to burn in the prescribed manner in front of 
the inner sanctuary, with the flowers and the lamps and the wick-
trimmers of gold, of purest gold; the trimmers, the bowls, the 
ladles, and the censers of pure gold. As for the entry of the 
sanctuary, its inner doors to the Most Holy Place, and the doors of 
the main hall of the temple, were gold. 

Daily Deep Dive:
The UCG reading program states: “To construct the temple, 
Solomon employed the skills of a master craftsman, Hiram (or 
Huram), fetched from Hiram king of Tyre. As explained in 
previous readings, he was the son of a Tyrian man who himself 
was a metalworker, but there's some minor confusion regarding 
his mother. According to 2 Chronicles 2:14, his mother was "of 
the daughters of Dan," yet 1 Kings 7:14 informs us that she was 
"of the tribe of Naphtali." One explanation may be that Hiram's 
mother was a Danite woman who had formerly married a 
Naphtalite man and thereby became a Naphtalite by marriage. In 
that case, we could assume that her first husband died and she 
then married a Tyrian man, Hiram's father.



Hiram worked in bronze, an alloy of copper (about 80%) and tin 
(about 20%); brass is an alloy of copper (about 60%) and zinc 
(about 40%). While scholars still debate somewhat whether the 
Hebrew nechosheth should be translated brass or bronze, the 
weight of evidence seems to prefer bronze. Copper was readily 
available in many places, and the Phoenicians—actually a Tyrian-
Sidonian-Israelite alliance—controlled a brisk trade in tin mined in 
southwest England. Zinc was a relatively unknown metal in 
Solomon's day.
Hiram's works, no doubt guided by God as with the construction 
of the original tabernacle furnishings, were truly remarkable. He 
oversaw the design and construction of the great cherubim whose 
wings overshadowed the Ark of the Covenant in the Most Holy 
Place; the altar of incense, the table of showbread, and the great 
candlestick and its instruments, all of which were in the Holy 
Place; the two pillars which stood in the porch of the temple, as 
well as their adornments; the great altar, on which all sacrifices 
were offered; the laver (ceremonial washbasin) called the Sea, in 
which the priests washed; the 10 mobile lavers, in which the burnt 
offerings were washed; the shovels, which were used to remove 
the ashes of the altar; the basins, which were used to catch the 
blood of the sacrifices; the pots, which were used to remove the 
innards of the sacrifices; the 10 tables, on which the sacrifices 
were prepared; and the doors of the temple.” [END]
Verse 5 – According to a number of sources, a bath (liquid 
measure) is equal to about 5.75 gallons or 22 liters.  This Sea of 
cast bronze is also mentioned in 1 Kings 7:23-26 where it is said 
to contain 2,000 baths (instead of 3,000).  The verbs are different 
in each place and 3,000 may be in reference to it’s maximum 



amount it could hold, where they typically filled it only with 2,000 
baths.   


