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Why The Good News Includes Some Bad News

Why do we call this magazine The Good News? Its name was
inspired by the term gospel, which is a simplified from of the Old
English word godspell, meaning “good story”—or “good news.”

Jesus Christ came “preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God” (Mark
1:14). The news of the coming Kingdom of God truly is good news. At His
return Christ will establish the first perfect government mankind will have
ever seen.

Since our magazine is dedicated to good news, why does bad news appear
within its pages? The answer to this question is in your Bible.

In the book of Matthew we read that the disciples asked Jesus when He
would return and what would be the sign of His coming (Matthew 24:3). Jesus
answered them with a vivid description of the awful state the world would find
itself in immediately before He came back to earth.

In verses 21-22 He makes specific predictions: “For then there will be great
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this
time, no, nor ever shall be. And unless those days were shortened, no flesh
would be saved . . .”

Jesus follows the bad news with good news by adding: “. . . But for the
elect’s sake those days will be shortened.” Jesus assured us He would intervene
to save this world from the utter destruction that is the inevitable consequence
of rejecting the laws of God.

In ancient Israel watchmen were placed on strategic hilltops to keep an eye
out for the enemy. These men had an important role to play, that of warning
their countrymen of an approaching threat. God and Israel held the watchmen
accountable for fulfilling their responsibility (Ezekiel 33).

In a similar way God holds His Church accountable if it fails to warn the
world of the consequences of breaking His laws.

So “when will these things be?” (Matthew 24:3). Jesus answers: “But of
that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father
only” (verse 36). He adds: “Watch therefore, for you do not know what hour
your Lord is coming” (verse 42).

What should we watch? In the context of Matthew 24 we are to look for
the signs of His coming (verse 3), to be aware of world events and note what
happens and how it fulfills predictions of events that are leading us to the
establishment of the Kingdom of God.

Yet, at the very time many of the prophesied end-time events take place,
most people would rather spend more time with the sports page than with the
world-news section of their newspaper. CNN’s Christiane Amanpour, who has
risked her life many times to bring the world’s trouble spots into our homes,
lamented this trend recently in an article in USA Weekend (Dec. 15-17, 2000).

After two of her best friends died while reporting one of Africa’s many wars,
she expressed anger that “American news organizations are retreating from
coverage of foreign news . . . Our bosses tell us that . . . American readers and
viewers don’t care about anything that takes place in the rest of the world.”

She added: “I don’t believe that. From the letters and calls I get, I have
found Americans to be decent, compassionate people who do care when
human rights are being trampled, when children are being killed, when people
are starving, no matter where in the world that happens.”

Christians everywhere should care about the state of their world. How can
we mourn for this world (Matthew 5:4) if we know nothing about it? How can
we meaningfully pray “Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10) if we withdraw
into our own cocoon of personal detachment?

The Good News magazine is dedicated to helping you better understand the
world you live in—even when this means reporting bad news. But the bad
news should always be seen against the backdrop of the good news, the
promise of the coming Kingdom of God.

—Melvin Rhodes
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J
an. 22 marked exactly one 
century since the Victorian era
ended with the death of Britain’s
Queen Victoria at Osborne
House. At the time of her death
Great Britain was the world’s

greatest power. Other countries, notably Ger-
many and the United States, were catching
up economically and militarily, but Britain
was to remain the dominant power for the
first four decades of the 20th century.

As the 19th century passed and the 20th
began, nobody would have predicted the end
of the British Empire. Some were already
warning of Germany’s rise as the queen’s
grandson, the kaiser, sat at her bedside in 
her final hours. Yet in less than two decades
Kaiser William II’s beloved Germany would
lie in ruins, and he would be forced to 
abdicate his throne.

Few would have imagined that the United
States, only recently breaking out of its isola-
tion with its victory over Spain in the war of
1898, would emerge as the world’s foremost
power in the new century. Nobody expected
Russia to break with history and tradition 
and embrace communism. Excited at the
prospects of a progressive new century, few
could have foreseen the awful dictatorships
that would arise in the years to come.

A dramatic century was dawning. How
dramatic it would prove to be staggers 
the mind.

Another dramatic century?

The beginning of a new century is an
appropriate time to reflect on the world
scene. Which nations could dominate the
world in the years ahead? Will America
remain the world’s lone superpower, or will
another emerge as the economic, military 
and political leader?

Bible prophecy offers some insight and
strong indications that in this century the
lineup of world powers will shift as dramat-
ically as it did in the century just passed.

What does prophecy tell us? Specifically,
it reveals that, immediately before the second
coming of Jesus Christ to establish the King-
dom of God on earth, the world will be
briefly dominated by a union of “ten kings

[leaders] who have received no kingdom as
yet” (Revelation 17:12).

This passage also tells us that these leaders
will “receive authority for one hour” (a brief
time) with an entity called “the beast.” Verse
14 tells us that this coalition of 10 rulers “will
make war with the Lamb [Jesus Christ], and
the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord
of lords and King of kings.”

That war will mark humanity’s last major
organized resistance to the long-prophesied
reign of the promised Messiah. The divine
reign of Christ is at the core of the prophesied
good news of the Kingdom of God, which 
is the central message of the magazine you
are reading. This is the same gospel Jesus
proclaimed 2,000 years ago (Mark 1:14).

But before the establishment of this 
eternal Kingdom another power is prophe-
sied to arise, a union of 10 kings or leaders 
of nations or groups of nations that will be 
hostile to Jesus at His return.

The prophesied beast power

The prophesied “beast” is a continuation
of the “beasts” of Daniel 7. Daniel’s
prophecy takes us to the establishment of the
Kingdom of God at Christ’s return (Daniel
7:9-14). The beasts Daniel describes are
aggressive, gentile kingdoms, the super-
powers of their day, dominating much of the
ancient world and specifically the Holy Land.

The Greeks and Romans (verses 6-7) were
European peoples who conquered much of
the Mediterranean area and beyond. The
Roman Empire was the greatest of these
empires, “dreadful and terrible, exceedingly
strong” (verse 7). The final, still-future beast
power prophesied in Revelation will show
similar characteristics.

With these scriptures in mind, let’s look 
at our world and consider from which area
this prophesied new superpower is likely 
to emerge.

A century ago there would have been no
doubt. The world belonged to Europe. The
major nations of the Continent had extensive
colonial possessions, which made them
powerful globe-encircling empires. The
British Empire was the largest and most
powerful. The French, Germans, Dutch,

photo illustration by Shaun Venish/© 2001 PhotoDisc, Inc. 
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Who Will Be the Next
Superpower?

The rise and fall of

empires isn’t a dry 

subject only for academics

and historians—

especially when the 

next collapsing empire 

may be today’s superpower,

the United States.



Spanish, Portuguese and Italians had their
own colonial territories.

Two world wars and a changing political
climate were to disrupt all that. After World
War I the British and French empires
remained powerful, even gaining territory in
the postwar Treaty of Versailles. But the new
political climate after World War II, and the
high cost to Britain and France of defeating
Hitler, led to rapid decolonization in the ’50s
and ’60s.

The United States and the Soviet Union
emerged from the war as the two great pow-
ers. But only a few decades later the U.S.S.R.
no longer exists. Its successor states, most
notably Russia, are too weak economically 
to pose any serious challenge to other

nations, though Russia’s nuclear-equipped
military remains a threat.

What about the United States? Putting the
scriptures we’ve looked at alongside many
others, we see that the Bible shows the
United States will lose its ascendancy, to 
be replaced by the union of 10 kings and 
the final great beast of Bible prophecy.

Collapse won’t come overnight

In identifying the beast power we need 
to remember that the rise and fall of nations is
a gradual process. The British did not decide
in one day to hand over their position of 
primacy to the United States.

Britain’s decline happened slowly, as 
did the rise of the United States. Britain’s

industrial decline began before the end of the
Victorian era. The queen herself died in the
middle of a major armed conflict that was not
going well for Britain, the Boer War in South
Africa (1899-1902), an indication of military
difficulties to come.

During World War I Britain had to borrow
money from American banks just to keep
fighting. It suffered a major upheaval close to
home in the Easter Rising in Dublin (1916).
After the armistice the British found it more
difficult to maintain their military superiority.
Their relative decline continued, leading to
weakness Hitler’s Germany would exploit 
in the late 1930s.

Germany had recovered quickly from
years of economic stagnation after defeat in
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European Rapid Reaction Force: Rival to NATO?

When I telephoned one of my brothers in England early in
December, he asked me what I thought of the “big
debate.” Assuming he referred to the election impasse

in Florida that was dominating the nightly news, I began to
express my opinion, only to be interrupted by his saying: “No, not
that. The big debate.”

I hesitated, trying to think of what he might be talking about.
Having been cut off from the rest of the world by the American
media, which seem incapable of focusing on more than one major
issue at a time, I wasn’t sure. I had to ask.

“The European Rapid Reaction Force!” he explained. “That’s
the big debate over here!”

Sure enough, a few days later my weekly Spectator magazine
arrived from London and carried its own article on “The Big
Debate” that had started thousands of people talking about some-
thing that could, in time, fundamentally alter the postwar balance
of power and change the direction of the United Kingdom for
decades to come. Not just the United Kingdom, either, but all of
Europe and North America could be in for some big changes.

The announcement that triggered the big debate was the for-
mation of the Rapid Reaction Force by the nations of the Euro-
pean Union. At stake is the future of the NATO (North Atlantic
Treaty Organization) alliance, which has united the democratic
nations of North America and Western Europe for half a century
and brought its members unparalleled peace and prosperity.

The concern for America is that U.S. domination of the alliance
may be ending, that the Rapid Reaction Force may be the begin-
ning of the end for the EU-U.S. alliance. It didn’t help ease Amer-
ican concerns that in April generals from the EU countries chose
a four-star general from Finland—conspicuously a neutral, non-
NATO country—to serve as the force’s senior military adviser.

An article in Britain’s conservative Daily Mail newspaper
showed that Prince Charles, heir to the British throne, who is not
supposed to get directly involved in politics, has expressed his own
grave concerns about the development of the new European mil-
itary force. He voiced his reservations that the force would signal
the end of Britain’s military alliance with America, which goes back
to World War II. When asked for her opinions on the new force,
Margaret Thatcher, former British prime minister, said simply: 
“I prefer NATO.”

Will NATO be superseded by the European Rapid Reaction
Force? Nothing is imminent. The multinational setup is not

expected to be in place for three years. Initially it will field only
60,000 soldiers at any time, drawn from a larger force of 90,000. 

The force will be for emergencies such as the 1999 situation in
Kosovo or the ethnic conflicts throughout the Balkans, a region in
Europe’s own backyard. It will focus on humanitarian and peace-
keeping responsibilities. The concerns being expressed are about
where the Rapid Reaction Force may lead.

The continuing breakup of the former Yugoslavia during the
’90s exposed Europe’s military weakness and dependency on the
United States. Americans have said for years that Europe needs to
do more for itself and thus help the United States cut back on its
military expenses in Europe. Europeans are reminded on occasion
that they are as rich as the United States and should devote more
of their national budgets to defense.

It doesn’t help the situation that, while the United States piles
up a huge deficit in international trade, most European nations
have a surplus. This means the United States needs to cut expendi-
tures overseas while the Europeans should be able to spend more.

The EU’s population exceeds that of the United States, and
most of the nations that make up the EU have compulsory military
service. This is different from American military forces, which suf-
fer manpower shortages. The idea, therefore, of a European
Rapid Reaction Force sounds like it makes sense. The traditionally
independent-minded French, who have been in the driver’s seat
of the EU for the past six months, are pushing for it.

The big question: Who will control the Rapid Reaction Force? It
doesn’t help that the United States is understandably concerned
that American leadership of the Western world may be in question.
The force is not the only recent major development in Europe. The
December summit of EU leaders in Nice, France, shows an urgent
commitment to European expansion and political unity.

After the Nice summit the BBC World Service’s Analysis pro-
gram raised the possibility of a new European superpower when
it asked: “In 1990 there were two superpowers. Now there is only
one. Could there soon be another?”

It was the first time I had heard Europe referred to as a super-
power, albeit only a potential one. No doubt this is not the last
time we will hear talk of blossoming Europeanism. As the BBC
went on to report, any two superpowers will inevitably have areas
of conflict, and those areas are growing by the day.

The idea of a European superpower to rival or even surpass the
United States is anything but far-fetched.



1918. Hitler came to power in 1933. His
reforms soon turned the country around, and
within six years Germany was again the most
powerful nation on the Continent, strong
enough to conquer most of Europe in a
remarkably short time. The outcome of
World War II was far from a foregone con-
clusion even after the United States entered
the war.

The final outcome of the second universal
conflict was that the United States and the
Soviet Union emerged as Nos. 1 and 2 in the
power structure of the world. Only six years
earlier the British and Germans had held
those positions.

Change can come just as quickly again. 
A little more than 10 years ago we were
reminded how quickly dramatic change can
take place when the Berlin Wall came down
and the communist governments of Eastern
Europe collapsed one after another, the
domino theory of the 1960s in reverse.

End to American dominance?

The coming decades—and quite possibly

this one—are likely to see further dramatic
changes in the world’s balance of power 
to the detriment of the United States 
and Britain.

Even before the new year began, the
American economy was in trouble. The first
few months of 2001 saw tens of thousands of
job layoffs and terminations. Recession fears
grew as the stock market slid, impacting the
spending power of many Americans.

The world’s second-biggest economy,
Japan, has receded for more than a decade.
The third major economic powerhouse,
Europe, remains largely unaffected and is
expected to grow over the next few years. The
European Union (EU) is poised to expand its

economies with the full implementation of its
common currency, the euro, in January 2002
and with the admission of new members in
the years to come.

Few Americans realize that the European
Union already has a greater gross national
product (GNP) than the United States’.
However, because the EU is not yet one
united political entity, such comparisons 
are rarely made.

The EU is by far the world’s biggest trad-
ing bloc, giving its member nations consider-
able clout. America’s continuing high trade
deficits mean that each month more Ameri-
can companies are bought out by Europeans.
Meanwhile American overspending leaves
U.S. corporations and private citizens with
less maneuverability as their debts mount.
This will make it harder for the United States
to break out of recession.

Out of the three main centers of eco-
nomic power, Europe seems to be the one
best placed to lead the world out of the
recession it has fallen into. With increased
economic power will come more political

and military power.
This has already been happening. Europe

has gradually increased its power and 
influence as American power has waned.

What’s new in the EU?

Many European leaders are committed to
full union—economic, political and military.
Such union would make Europe a super-
power not only to rival the United States 
but perhaps to surpass it.

Non-Europeans may dismiss the idea,
since Europeans have talked about union for
half a century and are still not united. But
gradually the EU has grown stronger, taking
great strides in recent years. Just as the

6 The Good News

While most people on the Continent
itself are either enthused about the

prospect of further European integration
or at least willing to let it happen, many
in the United Kingdom are skeptical,
even fearful, of further European unity.
Britons have long held an ambivalent
attitude toward Europe. Some are
Europhiles and others Europhobes, with
not too many Britons sitting on the fence.

For most of the last 450 years after
the Protestant Reformation, the British
have seen their security and future as
lying beyond the seas, away from
Europe. They have held to a determina-
tion to stay out of European affairs
unless a nation on the Continent threat-
ened the peace and balance of power in
the region (such as France under
Napoleon and Germany under the sec-
ond and third German reichs).

This started to change in the 20th cen-
tury, as becomes obvious when one com-
pares the international interests of
Britain’s monarchs during the last 100
years. King Edward VII (1901-10) concen-
trated on building European ties while
his mother, Queen Victoria, made the
empire her main focus of attention.

Edward’s son King George V (1910-36)
again concentrated on the empire, as did
his successor, King George VI (1936-52).
Queen Elizabeth II began her reign in
1952 with the empire and Common-
wealth her main focus, but Europe has
become increasingly important since
Britain entered the European Common
Market (the predecessor of the EU)
almost 30 years ago.

Some in Britain are committed to the
idea of a united Europe. They have had
the upper hand for the last three decades.
But others are at best skeptical of Euro-
pean union and increasingly hostile to it.
They see the EU as a threat to Britain’s
independence and way of life and are
waking up to the full implications of EU
membership—loss of financial indepen-
dence followed by loss of sovereignty.

The creation of the Rapid Reaction
Force and the future of the euro are the
two major concerns for those opposed to
the idea of a European superstate. One
could end Britain’s close military alliance
with the United States, which has been
the foundation of Britain’s defenses since
the end of its empire. The other would
remove Britain’s control over its own
finances, effectively transferring control
of its economy to foreign powers—ironi-
cally the very powers Britain has fought
the most in the last 300 years.

Britain: Caught 
in the Middle?

German Air Force Tornado jets patrol over the Black Forest. The European Union
recently announced plans for a standing military force involving ground, air and
naval forces that would be independent of NATO.

Corel Professional Photos
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United States emerged in 1898 as a power 
on the world scene after more than a century
in obscurity, so the EU is slowly emerging as
the superpower of the new century.

The euro—the currency that will replace
11 European national currencies with the
appearance of notes and coins from January
through June of 2002—is likely to play a
major role. European companies no longer
must change currencies and lose commissions
when trading with others outside their own
borders, thus boosting European commerce.

At the same time European companies 
no longer have to worry about losing money
when selling products in other euro-based
countries as the value of national currencies
fluctuates in relation to each other. Goods
and services can be priced in euros and 
sold throughout the EU. Economies of 
scale enable companies to boost production
and lower the prices of products as they 
sell to a bigger market of 370  million 
comparatively wealthy people.

Building a better superpower

Along with full economic union comes 
the development of the European Rapid
Reaction Force, a military entity that, unlike
NATO troops, will not fall under U.S. con-
trol. America has expressed concerns about
the force, which some envision as a separate
standing European defense.

The idea of a European superpower to
rival or even surpass the United States is 

not unrealistic when we realize Europe’s
supremacy until recent times. Throughout
history various leaders have tried to force a
united Europe. Because they used military
might, they ended up fighting internal battles
as well as wars with the nations outside the
Continent that were threatened by them.
Napoleon in the 19th century and Hitler in
the 20th were examples of the drive to revive
a united Europe, a concept that goes back 
to the days of the Roman Empire.

Aware of the mistakes of the past, today’s
European leaders are peacefully building a
united Europe; no one man is trying to con-
quer the Continent for his own ends. This
means the new Europe is coming together
more slowly, but it also means it will be
without many of the internal divisions and
conflicts that bedeviled previous attempts 
at unification.

Many modern European leaders take 
their inspiration from Emperor Charle-
magne, crowned by Pope Leo III in 800,
who had a vision of a united Christian
Europe that would return the Continent to
the glory of ancient Rome. European leaders
present an annual Charlemagne prize to the
individual who has contributed the most to
the concept of European unity in the past
year. In 2000 Bill Clinton became the third
American recipient.

The December summit of EU leaders in
Nice, France, marks a more urgent commit-
ment to unity and to further expansion with
the agreed admission of more nations in the
near future. A change in the voting system
makes it harder for any single nation, such 
as Britain, to veto further progress toward
closer union.

Expanding influence

Europeans are looking further afield. 
Close economic ties already exist between
Germany and Russia. The two countries are 
forging an economic deal that could shift 
the balance of power on the Continent.

The two ministers responsible for the
economies of their respective countries met
in December to debate details of a plan to
exchange Russian debt for German equity in
Russian companies. This would be a round-
about way for German banks to retrieve
some of the money they have lent to Russia
that Moscow has not been able to repay. 
Such a deal would help Russia recuperate
and could lead to a closer relationship
between the European Union and Moscow.

European leaders take an increasingly
independent role in world affairs, often at
the expense of the English-speaking

nations. A recent visit by Zimbabwe’s 
President Robert Mugabe to Brussels and
Paris upset London. The British were angry
because thousands of Zimbabwe’s citizens
of British descent are being forced off 
their land and subjected to violence and
intimidation by government supporters 
in the southern-African country.

Criticism persists over continuing U.S.-
led sanctions and American and British mili-
tary flights over (and occasional bombing
raids on) Iraq. Another area of disagreement
between Europe and the United States is the
Middle East, where the EU has become the
largest single financial contributor to the
peace process. In that crucial area America 
is viewed as Israel’s main supporter while
the EU tends to support Palestinian and 
Arab interests.

Widening divide

Since World War II Western European
leaders have contented themselves to look 
to America for leadership of the Western
alliance. As the nations of Europe slowly
rebuilt after the 1939-45 conflict, they
needed U.S. military protection from the
Soviet Union. With the Soviets gone and
Russia’s economy in a backward state,
Europeans no longer feel the same need 
for American protection.

At the same time, areas of disagreement
between Europe and America grow, particu-
larly in trade and international relations.

Additionally, European perceptions of
America have changed. America is increas-
ingly the odd man out in the alliance. In
March the Bush administration angered
many European and Asian leaders when 
the president made it clear the United 
States would not implement the 1997 Kyoto
agreement, an international pact aimed 
at reducing industrial and auto emissions
that treaty supporters believe contribute 
to global warming.

The United States is also the only nation
that practices capital punishment and allows
widespread availability of firearms in the
hands of private citizens—concepts abhor-
rent to most Europeans. America is also the
only one without a government-sponsored
and -funded public health-care system and
the heavy taxation that makes it possible. 

Because of these and other factors, for
many Europeans respect for the United States
has given way to resentment.

Prophecy awaits its fulfillment

The new decade is likely to see the 
Continued on page 16
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God is dead,” wrote Friedrich Nietz-
sche in 1886, tossing a spiritual
bombshell whose fallout lasted

well into 20th-century Europe. “God remains
dead,” the German philosopher continued,
“and we have killed him.”

A master of the shocking statement—as
was his disciple Adolf Hitler a generation
later—Nietzsche explored the nature of a
psychological crisis that comes on people
when they refuse to believe that God exists.

Nietzsche helped set the stage for a col-
lapse of belief in God in 20th-century
Europe. He was a proponent of a philosophy
that came to be known as existentialism.
According to this view man exists in a world
that simply is; man cannot know why he
exists because God doesn’t exist. Alone in
the universe, said Nietzsche, man must make
his own rules to live by, forge his own mean-
ing for the universe and abandon the concept
of a living God who divinely and deliberately
influences history.

You and I live in such a world. It is a con-
fused place. God is spoken of but only amid a
babel of traditions, theologies and denomina-
tions. We can trace much of this confusion to
a 2,000-year history of abuse and manipula-
tion of the name and authority of God and
Christ, but stripped of obedience to the 
teachings and practices of Jesus.

Although Christianity springs from the
Middle East, Europe has been its primary
home for 2,000 years. The startling truth
about Europe’s view of Christ, however, is
that it bears little resemblance to the teach-
ings and practices of Jesus we read about in
the New Testament. A history of nearly 2,000
years of forced conversions, church-state
alliances, absorption and adaptations to
paganism, pogroms and persecutions has 
left millions of people dead in persecutions
and holy wars.

We can find many individual exceptions,
but the typical European does not believe in

the God described in the Bible. Why not?
What stands in the place of God in the 
European mind?

The silent superpower

To understand Europe, we must know the
European mind.

The Continent is the home of multitudes of
brilliant people, spectacular scenery, stunning
architecture and beautiful music. Its cultural
achievement is unmatched in variety and
extent. It is the birthplace of many of human-
ity’s highest achievements. Yet the history 
of much of the last 1,500 years is a list of 
horrors against humanity, many of them 
perpetrated in the name of Christianity.

We need to understand why Europe’s ideas
and perspectives remain important to the
future of the world. If some of its nations
decide to again become a dominant force in
the world, again bringing it into direct con-
frontation with the United States, civilization
as we know it could end. 

The European Union, with its collective
population of 370 million people, is function-

ally a superpower now, though largely a silent
one. It tolerates U.S. economic and military
policy, but to believe this situation will always
be so is to be naive. The unspoken fear of
American foreign-policy experts is that the
days of voluntary European submission 
to American leadership are numbered.

Deep in the heart of Christianity

As you study history, you come to under-
stand how it is possible—and likely—that
the greatest wars of the future will emanate
from Europe.

How so? you might ask. Do not the 
European and North American continents
share the values of human dignity and the
Christian heritage?

That was the precise opinion of Americans
and Europeans at the beginning of the last
century. But consider the facts. It is from
Europe, this most historically Christian of
continents, that the greatest wars in history
have come.

Nearly all the great wars of Europe have
one element in common. Messiahs of one
stripe or another are almost always at the
heart of European wars. Leaders arise from
time to time who claim a  superior calling
from God, or the gods, to implement and
exercise universal rule.

During wars of aggression under the
emperors, Rome claimed the right to bring
Pax Romana to the world. Medieval crusades
were promulgated by a papacy that even now
claims for the church continuous universal
power over the salvation of everyone. Mon-
archs invaded their neighboring European
kingdoms to consolidate the Holy Roman
Empire and preserve a universal faith.
Napoleon’s messianic vision fueled his ambi-
tion to rule not only France,Africa and the
Middle East, but the entire European Conti-
nent all the way to Moscow. Most recently,
of course, came the tyrannical rule of Hitler.

Trouble in Europe almost always starts
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Europe’s Coming
Religious Revival

Europe’s experience with Christianity—including the dark side of its abuses 
and excesses—tells an astonishing and even violent tale. If Bible prophecy 

is any indication, that story will again be dark and violent.
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with a politically powerful messianic vision-
ary who claims the right of world supremacy.

A Christian continent?

Europe is where Christianity has had its
biggest impact for the last 2,000 years. How-
ever, Jesus’authentic teachings and practices
have not held sway in Europe (or anywhere
else) for long. Jesus Himself predicted that a
great conflict, the mother of all holy wars,
will yet flow from Europe to the rest of the
world (see “Coming:A Religious Revival
With Deadly Consequences”).

Nietzsche, too, saw a coming religious
war. A pan-Europeanist, he believed Europe
should work for unification. His would not 
be a Europe that believed in Christ as the
functional ruler of the world. In Nietzsche’s
Europe man would replace God after faith 
in God was stripped away.

He predicted a future fraught with danger.
“The story I have to tell,” he wrote, “is the
history of the next two centuries . . . For a
long time now our whole civilization has
been driving, with a tortured intensity 
growing from decade to decade, as if towards
a catastrophe: restlessly, violently, tempestu-
ously, like a mighty river desiring the end of
its journey . . . Where we live, soon nobody
will be able to exist.”

Nietzsche’s abyss

Nietzsche predicted his nihilistic way of
thinking would lead Europe into an abyss of
violence. “There will be wars,” he said, “such
as have never been waged on earth . . .”Again:
“I foresee something terrible, chaos every-

where. Nothing left which is of any value.”
Nietzsche used words deliberately

designed to play off the prophetic words 
of Jesus. Only days before His crucifixion
Jesus’disciples asked Him what would be 
the signs of His coming to establish the King-
dom of God. “. . . Many will come in My
name,” He replied, “saying, ‘I am the Christ,’
and will deceive many. And you will hear of
wars and rumors of wars . . . for nation will
rise against nation . . .” (Matthew 24:5-7).

Nietzsche was a masterful manipulator 
of language. He used terminology from the
Bible, but he cleverly twisted it and adapted
its meaning to suit his own ends.

He and his protégés of the 20th century
intended to turn biblical teachings inside out.
He even described himself as an Antichrist.
In his last book, The Antichrist, written six
months before he went insane, he advised
that “one had better put on gloves before
reading the New Testament. The presence 
of so much filth makes it very advisable.”

Ironically, Nietzsche had been a brilliant
Bible student as a youth, intent on following
his father’s footsteps as a Lutheran pastor.
His adolescent classmates had even ridiculed
him as “little pastor.”

In the famous “God is dead” passage of 
his book Thus Spake Zarathustra, Nietzsche
designed a blueprint for a European future
shaped by leadership that would despise the
biblical prophets and Jesus. These leaders
would be supermen, the übermench who
would become gods, creators of a way of life
and a world power structure without God.

For that to come about, the elite of Europe

had to be stripped of real faith in a real God.

The aftermath of Nietzsche

Europe in 1900 was ripe for a collapse of
faith. The major European religions, beyond
appropriating the name of God and theologi-
cal terminology from the Bible, were never
built on the authentic teachings and practices
of Christ. If they had been, two world wars
would never have been fought.

Confidence in God shatters when people
believe in leaders who claim to represent
Christ but don’t heed what He said and don’t
do what He practiced. Belief in God disinte-
grates when people live through impossibly
horrible events and personal trauma, then are
encouraged to attribute them to acts of God
rather than their own failure and sins. When
built on the sands of wayward traditions and
religious institutions, faith crumbles.

And God often gets the blame.
What is the foundation of your beliefs? 

Is it the teachings and practices of Jesus
Christ? Jesus said: “. . . Everyone who hears
these sayings of Mine, and does not do them,
will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand: and the rain descended, the
floods came, and the winds blew and beat 
on that house . . . and great was its fall”
(Matthew 7:26-27).

Europeans’faith at the beginning of the
20th century lay in their kings and their 
religious hierarchies, denominations and tra-
ditions. They trusted in politics and the sup-
posed righteousness of national superiority.
They prided themselves on their military
genius, their advanced arms and their
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Europe, home of so much Christian history and tradition, has
in the last century grown increasingly agnostic and atheistic.
Throughout Europe once-bustling cathedrals and churches

stand empty, locked and shuttered. Thousands have been con-
verted into restaurants, homes, shops and even discotheques.

Bible prophecy, however, reveals that Europe will experience a
dramatic religious revival. Surprising as that sounds, even more
surprising is the catalyst that will probably help bring it about.

Both Paul the apostle and Jesus Christ the Son of God reveal
what that catalyst will be: powerful, dramatic miracles.

Millions will witness them and accept that they are the work-
ings of God. They will be big news. Religious fervor will sweep 
the Continent.

There will be just one problem. They will all be a big lie.
Notice what Paul says about a religious figure who will shock

the world. Of the time of “the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ,”
Paul writes of a new leader who “will oppose and will exalt him-
self over everything that is called God or is worshipped, so that he
sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God”
(2 Thessalonians 2:1, 4, NIV).

How could such a person claim to be God and convince others
to believe him? Paul adds that “the coming of the lawless one will
be in accordance with the work of Satan displayed in all kinds of
counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders, and in every sort of evil
that deceives those who are perishing” (verses 9-10). Although
these powerful miracles will convince many, in reality they are the
work of Satan.

Regrettably, this man’s deception will take in millions of peo-
ple. In the great cataclysm that will mark the end of this age,
many will fall victim to this “powerful delusion” and “perish
because they refused to love the truth and so be saved” (verses
10-11, NIV).

In the end time, biblical ignorance will catch up with millions of
people. A charismatic, Christlike leader will emerge and millions
will accept him as God incarnate—God in the flesh. Because they
will have “refused to love the truth,” they will be deceived, taken
in by this impostor in a great end-time counterfeit religious revival.

What about you? Will you be among those who love the truth
or among the deceived?

—Scott Ashley

Coming: A Religious Revival With Deadly Consequences



nations’economic strength.
“The outbreak of war in 1914 was gener-

ally accepted with confidence and jubilation
by the masses; few people imagined how
long or how disastrous a conflict of the 
great powers would be. The war was greeted
patriotically, as a defensive one imposed by
national necessity . . . [and] idealistically, as
one for right against might, for the sanctity of
treaties, and for international morality,” says
the Encyclopaedia Britannica (1971 edition,
Vol. 23, “World War I,” p. 692).

European Christians were certain God 
was on their side in the conflict. He was not.
Christ did not pull the trigger. Misguided
humans did.

By World War I, Nietzsche’s influence was
widely felt. The kaiser in Germany sent a copy
of Nietzsche’s Zarathustra to the battlefront
with each German soldier along with a copy
of the New Testament. The Germans were 
to mingle Christ with Europe’s supermen.

Most people in 1914 believed the war
would quickly end. Churches were crowded
with people praying that God would deliver

their soldiers from evil and conquer their ene-
mies. Christians all over Europe prayed to the
same God for His assistance in killing each
other. German and Austrian Catholics prayed
in the name of Christ for their soldiers’success
against French Catholics and members of the
Russian Orthodox Church. British Anglican
and Baptist Protestants prayed with Scottish
Presbyterians against German Lutherans.

Whose side was God on?
All were sincere. All were full of faith. 

The problem was that they had the wrong
interpretation of the Christian faith.

Christ did not endorse their killing. Their
faith was woefully misguided.

In four years 10 million German, French,
Russian,Austrian and British soldiers, and
many more from outside Europe, died in
unbelievable carnage that stretched from
Turkey and Russia to the outskirts of Paris. 
In today’s terms the war destroyed $20 tril-
lion of property, infrastructure and other
resources. The flower of European youth 
and much of its elite were dead or maimed.

God was not dead. The old Europe was.

This carnage glorified no one—God, country
or man. In the end, millions had died in vain.

Europeans asked: If God exists and is all-
loving, how can He allow horror and suffer-
ing? Hadn’t God anointed the German’s
kaiser and the Russians’czar?

But in the war’s aftermath Germany lost
territory (a prelude to further losses after
World War II), and Russia was taken over by
Bolshevik atheists who systematically mur-
dered the nation’s aristocratic elite, an act 
not seen on that scale in hundreds of years 
of European bloodshed.

Events by 1920 had left many Europeans’
faith in God shattered. Then the Nazi move-
ment gave birth to the ferocious dictatorship
of Adolf Hitler and eliminated the vestiges of
the sentimental faith among many Europeans
that the Continent enjoyed God’s blessing.

Hitler’s rise to power was a near-religious
event for many Germans. He projected him-
self as the Führer, the “leader,” a messiah
promising 1,000 years of German world rule.

Germany’s embrace of Hitler resulted in
the greatest war in history and a nightmare

The book of Acts is an eyewitness account of the early Church
from Christ’s death until about A.D. 60. Chapter 2 records 
the beginning of the Church, when God sent His Spirit to 120

followers of Jesus Christ.
Many Bible readers are familiar with the miraculous events of

that day. Often overlooked in this account is the day on which these
events occurred, the Day of Pentecost (Acts 2:1), one of the festivals
God commanded for His people many centuries before (Leviticus
23). In revealing these festivals, God said that “these are My feasts
. . . the feasts of the LORD, holy convocations . . .” (verses 2, 4). 

The Gospels show that Jesus Christ kept the same festivals
(Matthew 26:17-19; John 7:10-14, 37-38). Both the book of Acts and
Paul’s letters show the apostles keeping these festivals during the
decades after Christ’s crucifixion (Acts 2:1-4; 18:21; 20:6, 16; 27:9).

Most churches teach that the festivals were “nailed to the
cross,” that they were somehow annulled by Christ’s death. Yet
the unmistakable record of the Bible is that the early Church 
continued to observe them, but with greater grasp of their 
spiritual significance.

Since Jesus, the apostles and the early Church kept these days,
why don’t churches teach and observe them today? After all, Paul
directly tied the feasts to Jesus, His purpose and His sacrifice for
mankind (1 Corinthians 5:7).

The Gospels and the book of Acts are equally clear that Christ,
the disciples and the early Church kept the weekly Sabbath—from
Friday evening to Saturday evening, the seventh day of the week—
as their day of rest and worship (Mark 6:2; Luke 4:16, 31-32; 13:10;
Acts 13:14-44; 18:4). Jesus even called Himself “Lord of the 
Sabbath” (Mark 2:28).

It was Jesus’ custom to go to the synagogue every Sabbath
to worship (Luke 4:16). Contrary to the teaching of those who
say that Paul abandoned the Sabbath, it was his custom, too, 
to go to the synagogue every Sabbath (Acts 17:1-3), using the

opportunity to teach others about Jesus Christ.
The weekly Sabbath is another of God’s festivals. It is included in

the Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:8-11; Deuteronomy 5:12-15).
As with God’s other feasts, the Sabbath is ignored by the over-
whelming majority of churches. Rather than keeping the Sabbath
as God commanded, most churches meet on the first day of the
week—Sunday—a day nowhere commanded in the Bible as a day
of worship. Why? If we are to observe any day as a weekly day of
rest and worship, shouldn’t it be the same day Jesus Christ and the
apostles kept?

Many churches teach that obedience to God’s law is unneces-
sary, that Christ kept it for us or it was “nailed to the cross” with
Christ. This is directly contrary to Jesus’ own words (Matthew 4:4;
5:17-19) and the teaching and practice of the apostles (Acts 24:14;
25:8; Romans 7:12, 22; 1 Corinthians 7:19; 2 Timothy 3:15-17).

Following Christ’s example, the apostles powerfully preached
about Jesus Christ’s return to establish the coming Kingdom of God
(Luke 4:43; 8:1; 21:27, 31; Acts 1:3; 8:12; 14:22; 19:8; 28:23, 31). But
Paul warned that, even in his day, some were already preaching 
“a different gospel” (2 Corinthians 11:4; Galatians 1:6).

Jesus and the apostles did not teach that the righteous ascend
to heaven at death (John 3:13; Acts 2:29, 34), and they understood
that man does not possess an immortal soul (Ezekiel 18:4, 20;
Matthew 10:28) that would spend eternity in either heaven or hell.

These are some of the major differences between the Chris-
tianity of the time of Christ and the apostles and that
commonly practiced today. Shouldn’t you look into
your Bible to see if your beliefs and practices square
with what Jesus Christ and the apostles practiced
and taught?

(Excerpted from The Church Jesus Built. For
your free copy, see the box at the end of the
main article.)

What Did the Early Church Believe and Practice?
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for his people. European belief in God as a
supernatural restraint on evil was even more
severely damaged. European theology lay 
in a shambles.

Beliefs about God and the Bible

At the beginning of the 21st century most
Europeans still call themselves Catholic or
Protestant in accordance with state or cultural
custom, but surveys show that few believe 
in a supernatural God. Only a small minority
accept the concept of a personal God as
described in the Bible.

The overwhelming majority of Europeans
believe in the theory of evolution. A small
minority accept the supernatural miracles 
of the Bible, and fewer believe in a literal 
second coming of Christ. Few believe in the
Kingdom of God as Jesus and the apostles
taught and explained in the New Testament.

On the whole the spirit of Europe is one 
of disbelief that biblical laws, prophecies and
teachings make any difference to anybody.
Regrettably,American televangelism with 
its glitz, shallowness and biblical illiteracy 
is cablecast by satellite in Europe, deepening
European cynicism regarding the Bible.

However, we need to remember that
Christ and other prophets of the Bible 
predicted this collapse of belief and faith.
Remember, Jesus asked, “. . . When the Son
of Man comes, will He really find faith on
the earth?” (Luke 18:8).

Throughout the 20th century thousands 
of reports of armed conflicts in daily news-
papers read like prophecies in the Bible of
“wars and rumors of wars” (Mark 13:7). 
The 21st century will be no different.

Mystery woman

Much of prophecy is clothed in symbols.
When you understand what they mean, they
connect God’s sayings with world events,
governments and prevailing beliefs.

Lutherans and supporters of the Church 
of England nearly 500 years ago recognized
in Revelation 17 a remarkable metaphor and
symbol. They cited it to describe the nature of
the church-state amalgam that had dominated
European history since Constantine had
made Roman Catholicism the official reli-
gion of the Roman Empire more than 1,000
years earlier.

The Bible is blunt. In its prophecies a
church is often personified as a woman—in
this case a fallen woman, “the great harlot
who sits on many waters, with whom the
kings of the earth committed fornication . . .”
(verses 1-2).

God’s Word describes the abuses per-

petuated by such a church-state combine.
Europe, to its dubious credit, does not pre-
tend to deny the history of the immorality,
abuse of power and untold millions killed 
in the name of Christ.

In the 16th century Martin Luther cited
a biblical passage to illustrate the differences
between the biblical teachings of Christ and
Catholicism and to justify his decision to
break with Rome: “I saw the woman, drunk
with the blood of the saints and with the
blood of the martyrs of Jesus” (verse 6). 

But Europe never returned to the practices
and teachings of Jesus. The Protestants, too,
continued many of the abuses of Christianity
under different guises.

This is not to say Europe will not have a
significant religious future. This and other
biblical prophecies make it clear that it will.

A new leader

Does the Bible tell what will happen next
in Europe?

In a fascinating way, the Bible and
Friedrich Nietzsche make the same predic-
tions about particular aspects of Europe’s
future, violent predictions that center on the
rise of a new generation of powerful leaders.

“Dead are all gods: now we want the
superman to live,” wrote Nietzsche in
Zarathustra. He predicted the consequences
of the rise of a superman at a great moment
in European history. The “great noon,” he
said, would be a day of fire.

The apostle Paul spoke of a great religious
leader who will arise immediately before
Jesus’return. He, too, will meet his end with
fire. He will not believe in the biblical God
and will act as if God indeed is dead. He will
claim to be God Himself on earth.

“. . . That Day will not come,” wrote Paul,
“unless . . . the man of sin is revealed, the son
of perdition, who opposes and exalts himself
above all that is called God or that is wor-
shiped, so that he sits as God in the temple 
of God, showing himself that he is God.”
Paul says of this deceiver: “. . . The Lord will
consume [him] with the breath of His mouth
and destroy [him] with the brightness of His
coming” (2 Thessalonians 2:3-4, 8).

The woman rides a beast

The book of Revelation describes wars and
abuse of Christianity finally coming to an
end. After Revelation’s description of a reli-
gious system symbolized by a fallen woman,
the account continues: “I will tell you the
mystery of the woman and of the beast that
carries her, which has the seven heads and ten
horns” (Revelation 17:7).

In Europe religion is often linked to 
governments. Sometimes the church has
functioned politically as a state. It has been
part of a church-state relationship—religious
and political power combined—symbolized
by the woman on a beast that she influences
as she “rides” it. Governmental systems are
the “beast” in symbolism.

A governmental system involving 10 
political leaders is coming. They will be “ten
kings who have received no kingdom as yet,
but they receive authority for one hour as
kings with the beast. These are of one mind,
and they will give their power and authority
to the beast” (verses 12-13).

Eventually, though, they will turn their
wrath on the system that was once their ally
(verse 16). Europe, and the world, is in for a
violent future if it continues to act as though
God is irrelevant and uninvolved in human
affairs—and as if He is dead. The Bible
spells out what will happen if we continue to
fashion religion and government in our own
image rather than believing God in His Word.

The God and Christ of the Bible are 
alive, as humanity will come to see. The
Bible is not psychologically clever fiction. 
As verse 14 says of these prophesied leaders:
“. . . These will make war with the Lamb, and
the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord
of lords and King of kings.”

Beyond this time of violent turmoil, shows
the Bible, humanity has a spectacularly posi-
tive future. Unlike Nietzsche’s depressing fic-
tion, the Bible, on balance, depicts mankind’s
history as bright and uplifting.

Nietzsche, the world will soon learn, was
badly mistaken. It isn’t God who died. I’m
reminded of the T-shirt someone gave me
emblazoned with these words: “Nietzsche 
is dead. Signed, God.” GN

Recommended Reading

What does the
Bible reveal about
a coming religious
revival? Be sure 
to request the eye-
opening booklets
You Can Under-
stand Bible
Prophecy and The
Church Jesus Built. Both will help you
better understand the meaning behind
world events and trends. For your free
copies, contact any of our offices listed
on page 2, or visit our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.
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Coming: a United States of Europe?
These days the leaders of continental Europe disguise their

ambitions less and less. Some obviously desire the creation of
a European superstate. Romano Prodi, European Commission
president, continues in the forefront of those calling for a 
virtual United States of Europe.

Mr. Prodi said in his latest state-of-the-union address: “We
want to build something that can aspire to be a world power.
It will make European citizenship a tangible daily reality.” Mr.
Prodi clarified what he meant: “In other words, [we want] not
just a trading bloc, but a political entity.” 

In quick response, the British Conservative shadow foreign
secretary, Francis Maude, articulated his countrymen’s fears:
“Following yesterday’s admission that membership of the
Euro would result in a Britain run from Brussels, Romano Prodi
has provided more proof of the EU’s superstate ambitions.”

Meanwhile, Chris Patten, EU external-affairs commissioner,
announced EU plans to raise its profile on the world scene.
“We should try to ensure that our political influence comes
nearer to matching our economic weight,” he said. The Tele-
graph described the plan as designed “to boost [the EU’s] role
as global policeman” and Mr. Patten’s intention as “chas[ing a]
superpower role.”

Mr. Patten’s comments highlighted the growing divide
between the European Union and the United States. Tory 
foreign-affairs spokesman Geoffrey Van Orden observed 
that EU anti-American hostility has become the “sub-text”of
the EU’s foreign and security policy. “People are very quick to
say they support the transatlantic links and the NATO
alliance,” he said, “but the actions taken are all going in a dif-
ferent direction. The truth is that anti-Americanism is the
binding theme.”

To understand the biblical background to what is happen-
ing in Europe, be sure to read “Who Will Be the Next Super-
power?” and “Europe’s Coming Religious Revival” in this

issue. Also request our free booklets You Can Understand
Bible Prophecy, Are We Living in the Time of the End? and 
The Book of Revelation Unveiled. (Sources: Independent on
Sunday, Daily Mail, Electronic Telegraph [all London].)

Another Balkan crisis?
A potential civil war looms in Macedonia, a small Balkan

country bordered by Kosovo, Serbia, Bulgaria, Greece and
Albania. The majority of Macedonia’s two million people 

are Christian Slavs, but about a third are ethnic Albanians 
and Muslims.

A century ago the region was engulfed by ethnic divisions,
but until recently it managed to avoid the wars that led 
to the breakup of former Yugoslavia a decade ago. Then in
March ethnic-Albanian guerrillas began to attack hard-
pressed Macedonian forces, which were immediately sup-
ported by U.S. and British advice and intelligence. At this
writing the guns have gone silent as NATO tanks moved into
the area of conflict.

An advantage for Macedonia is that 42,000 NATO troops
are garrisoned in relatively nearby Kosovo, with U.S. and
British contingents of perhaps a few thousand each. Unlike
during the initial Balkan outbreaks of 10 years ago, NATO is
already in the area. Although Albania itself has professed that
it has no territorial ambitions in Macedonia, the existence of
Albanian guerrillas is a cause for considerable concern.

The head of the International Administration of Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Wolfgang Petritsch, made this observation,
ostensibly for the benefit of the United States: “Our work in
Bosnia and elsewhere in Southeastern Europe is slow and
painstaking. But the progress is real . . . [For NATO] to walk
away now would be to throw away billions of dollars and
years of effort.” (Sources: The Guardian, The Times, Scotland
on Sunday, The Economist [all London], International Herald
Tribune [New York Times].)

The plight of British farmers
According to government figures, British farmers’ incomes

dropped by almost 75 percent in five years. Their average
annual income stands at about £7,500 ($12,000).

This decline of farm income in Britain is so marked that the
situation has come to the attention of newspaper columnists
such as William Rees-Mogg, who wrote in a recent column
that “many farmers feel trapped in a financially sick industry
in a morally sick society. They feel that society has lost its sense
of reality.”

Observers cite several causes for the malaise among farm-
ers: the failure of an urban-oriented government to recognize
the scale of the economic disaster plaguing agriculture;
unpopular European regulations emanating from Brussels;
the marked rise in rural transportation costs and weather dis-
asters of recent years ranging from droughts to floods.

In a time of supermarkets overflowing with groceries, it is
easy to forget where food originates. Most comes from seeds
grown and plants cultivated by dedicated farmers. The vast
majority in the business do not expect to get rich quick from
agriculture. As Rees-Mogg remarks: “The disciplines of farm-
ing are those of long-term patience and hard work. All farm-
ers have to plan for the long term. It takes a full generation to
build up a well-managed farm.”

For more details of problems plaguing (literally) British
farmers, be sure to read “Foot-and-Mouth Disease: A Virus
With Global Reach” in this issue.

“People are very quick to say they support
the transatlantic links and the NATO
alliance, but the actions taken are all going
in a different direction. The truth is that
anti-Americanism is the binding theme.”
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Perhaps it is time for city dwellers to show more apprecia-
tion for the agricultural industry—the one that provides the
food that graces our tables. (Sources: The Times [London],
Daily Mail [London].)

European sex-slave traffic increases
Some young women in Eastern European nations, desper-

ate for a better way of life through well-paying jobs, are
tricked, then threatened and abducted and finally bought and

sold like so much livestock. Prices range from £325 to £1,300
($520 to $2,080). Many are forced to stand on wooden crates
as bidders callously examine them like slaves. Those considered
to be of the highest quality wind up in Britain and America.

Paul Holmes, head of London’s Metropolitan Police vice
squad, estimates that “more than 70 percent of women 
working in brothels in Soho [a district in London] are from the
former Soviet Union and Eastern Europe.”

Pino Arlacchi, executive director of the UN Office for Drug
Control and Crime Prevention, stated: “Trafficking in people,
taking women and children into slavery and prostitution, is
producing profits second only to those from the drug trade
within organized crime. The trafficking in people is the fastest
growing transitional criminal activity.” (Source: Sunday Times
Magazine [London].)

Violent children: the hidden connection
“An astoundingly high level of personal violence separates

the United States from every other industrial nation. To find
comparable levels of interpersonal violence, one must exam-
ine nations in the midst of civil wars or social chaos. In the
United States of America in the 1990s, two million violent
crimes and twenty-four thousand murders occurred on aver-
age every year. The weapon of choice in 70 percent of these
murders was a gun, and thousands more are killed by firearms
every year in accidents and suicides.

“In a typical week, more Americans are killed with guns
than in all of Western Europe in a year . . . In no other indus-
trial nation do military surgeons train at an urban hospital to
gain battlefield experience, as is the case at the Washington
Hospital Center in the nation’s capital.” So writes Michael
Bellesiles in the introduction to his book Arming America,
published last year (page 4).

Since colonial times Americans have had ready access to
guns. But only recently have school shootings become a prob-
lem, with children killing children. Why this problem has sud-
denly arisen perplexes a nation increasingly worried about the
safety of its young people.

Although the news and entertainment media saturate us
with coverage of every such incident, a contributory factor in
many of these situations has been conspicuously overlooked.
It is to be found in the last book of the Old Testament.

“For the LORD God of Israel says that He hates divorce, for it
covers one’s garment with violence” (Malachi 2:16). This verse
makes a connection between two societal trends: divorce and

violence. Most of the perpetrators of school shootings have
come from broken homes.

One of the latest was committed by a young boy who
recently moved across the country after the breakdown of his
parents’ marriage. Traumatic changes like these in the lives 
of young people inevitably lead to anger, and anger unre-
strained can lead to violence. Feelings of impotence and rage
accompany the frustration of being trapped as victims in a 
situation they can do nothing about.

God created the family. The family unit is supposed to be
based on love between a man and his wife. God intended the
family to last until one or the other spouse died (Genesis 2:24;
Matthew 19:3-9). Having created the institution of marriage,
God instructed our first parents to be fruitful and multiply
(Genesis 1:28). Children need parents, both parents, not just
for the act of procreation but for the emotional support they
require before they in turn are ready to leave home, marry
and start their own families.

There have always been divorces, but the breakdown of
the traditional family that has taken place in the last three
decades since the introduction of “no-fault divorce” is with-
out precedent in history. The social consequences of this
trend include violence such as that we are witnessing in
American schools. As families break down further, we can
expect more violence. It is not mere coincidence that the
majority of violent crimes are committed by young males
from broken homes.

Lung cancer top killer of women with cancer
Lung cancer caused by smoking is now the biggest killer of

females with cancer, says United States surgeon general David
Satcher. “One woman dies from smoking every three min-
utes,” he said. “Yet women may not fully realize the threat:
Lung cancer claims 27,000 more women’s lives [in the United
States] than the breast cancer that women dread so much.”

Tobacco companies aggressively target women in advertis-
ing campaigns. They spend nearly $1 million an hour to pro-
mote a product that significantly reduces life expectancy and

threatens or reduces the quality of life of those who use it.
Female smokers face additional risks such as menstrual irregu-
larities, earlier menopause, infertility and bone-thinning
osteoporosis.

Christians have a responsibility to set an example in how
they treat their bodies. The apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:19 that “your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit . . .
and you are not your own.” Elsewhere in the same epistle he
states: “If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will destroy
him. For the temple of God is holy, which temple you are” 
(1 Corinthians 3:17).

It is the responsibility of Christians to take care of their phys-
ical bodies along with caring for themselves spiritually.
(Source: The Associated Press.)

—John Ross Schroeder and Melvin Rhodes

Tobacco companies aggressively target women
in advertising campaigns. They spend nearly
$1 million an hour to promote a product that
significantly reduces life expectancy and threat-
ens the quality of life of those who use it.

“Trafficking in people, taking women and
children into slavery and prostitution, is pro-
ducing profits second only to those from the
drug trade within organized crime.”
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B e h i n d  t h e  H e a d l i n e s

b y  J o h n  R o s s  S c h r o e d e r

Foot-and-Mouth Disease: 
A Virus With Global Reach

Amedieval horror story seems to be
in the making. The foot-and-mouth
epidemic that began in Britain has

so far spread to the Irish Republic, France, the
Netherlands and even Argentina.

The United States is on red alert as Depart-
ment of Agriculture inspectors check passen-
gers from France and Britain who might
inadvertently carry the virus on their shoes or
in other ways. Meat imports from Europe are
banned from American shores. 

The lesson

Time magazine accurately assessed the
problem and inscribed a warning for future
years. “The worldwide foot-and-mouth is a
sobering demonstration of how quickly a sin-
gle isolated infection can hop from farm to
farm and continent to continent” (March 26,
Atlantic edition).

Foot-and-mouth disease, also called hoof-
and-mouth disease, is a contagious fever-
inducing disorder especially of cloven-footed
animals marked by blisters in the mouth,
about the hooves and on the udder and teats.

Six days after a veterinarian discovered an
infected sow in an Essex slaughterhouse, the
countryside in Britain virtually came to stand-
still. “I had always hoped that I would never
see the disease,” said the vet, “but I was sure 
it was foot-and-mouth.”

According to a feature article in The Inde-
pendent on Sunday: “The type O strain of
foot-and-mouth disease involved in the new
British outbreak is the most virulent muta-
tion of the virus yet known. First identified 
in India in 1990, it has penetrated countries
untouched by the disease for decades. Last
year it appeared in Japan, South Africa,
South Korea, Mongolia and Russia. Its
arrival in the UK belies the belief that foot-
and-mouth had been eradicated in Western
Europe” (Feb. 25).

When it did arrive in Britain and before the
first visible symptoms appeared, “the virus
was spreading to farms all across the country
as animals were shipped to slaughterhouses
hundreds of miles away” (Time).

Within a few weeks the first case had
appeared in Northern Ireland and the disease
had jumped the Channel to France. A possi-
ble cause for the rapid spreading of the epi-
demic over diverse geographical areas is
some farmers’practice of moving sheep 
to take advantage of European Union 
agricultural subsidies.

The spreading spin-offs

The Good News magazine believes and
teaches the principle that a cause exists 

for every effect. The effects in Britain have
been sobering and immediate. The number
of animals killed in a desperate effort to con-
tain the disease has passed one million,not
to mention more than 1,200 that have actu-
ally contracted foot-and-mouth. This has put
additional strains on United Kingdom
agribusiness, already damaged by winter
flooding in certain areas, declining agricul-
tural-market prices and bovine spongiform
encephalopathy (BSE, or mad-cow disease).

Many public footpaths in the countryside
have been cordoned off, and the Forestry
Commission has closed wooded areas to the
public. Army training was virtually halted
and helicopters grounded. Even horse racing
was temporarily halted. National parks and
zoos have been closed as well. 

The tourist industry has been badly dam-

aged, and thousands of small rural businesses
face the possibility of bankruptcy. As The
Economist pointed out: “Whereas agriculture
earns revenues of about £9 billion [$13 bil-
lion] a year, tourism brings in £63 billion”
(March 17). Perhaps £12 billion of that annual
total finds its way to the countryside.

Understanding the biblical perspective

Some may find it strange that the Bible
would have anything to say about the 
difficulties of life in our era. How could 

a collection of writings completed nearly
2,000 years ago apply to 21st-century 
situations—much less contain prophecies 
of specific modern-day events?

We dare not endanger our future by 
ignoring biblical truths and principles 
that govern what happens on planet earth.
Even the first part of God’s Word—the 
five books of Moses—has a great deal to 
say in principle about the current foot-and-
mouth crisis. One particular chapter is 
especially significant.

Most of the book of Deuteronomy is a
series of discourses by Moses directed ini-
tially to the Israelites of old, but it also applies
to the ages that would follow—especially to
events that would mark what the Bible calls
the time of the end.

This is especially true of the 28th chapter,

A serious problem has spread from Britain to Europe and
South America with potential worldwide effects. What lessons
can we learn from this costly epidemic? 
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which mentions benefits for obedience to
God’s law and, alternatively, curses for dis-
obedience to His way of life (verses 1-2).

Blessings and cursings: Do they apply?

The following words, written by the hand
of Moses, are preserved for us: “. . . All these
blessings shall come upon you and overtake
you, because you obey the voice of the LORD
your God: Blessed shall you be in the city, and
blessed shall you be in the country. Blessed
shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of
your ground and the increase of your herds,
the increase of your cattle and the offspring 
of your flocks” (verses 2-4).

This chapter also says that, if Israel persis-
tently refused to obey God’s commandments,
many curses would plague the nation (verse
15). “Cursed shall you be in the city, and
cursed shall you be in the country . . . Cursed
shall be the fruit of your body and the produce
of your land, the increase of your cattle and
the offspring of your flocks” (verses 16-18).

How do we apply the principle of these 
biblical passages? However horrific and wide-
spread the current foot-and-mouth crisis turns
out to be, it will probably end sometime this
year. Warm weather tends to suppress the
virus. Of course, the economic repercussions
will last much longer. In any event we should
consider the current difficulties as a warning
for the future.

A call to wake up

No one knows how many animals will con-
tract the disease or how many eventually will
have to be slaughtered, burned and buried to
prevent the disease’s spread. Neither do we

know the final bill for the outbreak, now esti-
mated at £570 million ($798 million). 

We do know that the disease will bring
much suffering to an important minority of
the population. Regrettably, in a situation like
this the innocent may pay a heavy price for
the actions of a few. 

Many farmers—bystanders in a situation
over which they have no control—have been
forced to slaughter breeding stock that has
been in their families for generations. They
aren’t the only ones hurt. As a result of the
outbreak, small businesses suffer enormously
from the loss of tourist trade, essential to the
well-being of the rural economy.

Regardless of how we view the outbreak,
we should consider it a wake-up call to
examine our way of life before our Maker.
For instance, do we feed our livestock in the
most appropriate manner? As British colum-
nist and radio personality Libby Purves cor-
rectly pointed out: “It is perfectly possible to
respect and care for a beast you must eventu-
ally kill” (The Times, Feb. 27). Some 3,000
years ago King Solomon observed that “a
righteous man regards the life of his animal”
(Proverbs 12:10).

Libby Purves, the wife of a farmer, also
wrote: “Where land and animals are concerned
we need feelings, ethics and philosophy as
well as science and business.”

We could also do with more common sense
and less greed. The infamous mad-cow dis-
ease—a fatal malady that can spread to
humans who eat infected beef—apparently
originated when unscrupulous businessmen
began adding ground-up animal parts to cattle
feed to lower costs and increase profits. 

The cows were transformed from the herbi-
vores God had designed them to be to unwit-
ting carnivores—and somewhere along the
way a new, always-fatal disease was born.
Confirmed cases have now been found in 
cattle in more than a dozen countries. 

Shortsightedness brings suffering

Through such shortsightedness we can eas-
ily and unknowingly bring unnecessary grief
on ourselves.  

Is transporting animals from farm to farm
in a quest for greater profits wise in terms of
the biblical principles concerning quarantine
found in the law of Moses?

Many are ignorant of the laws of animal
husbandry to be found in the Bible. Some-
times we suffer unnecessarily because we
simply don’t know about them. (One particu-
lar set of laws governs the type of animal flesh
that human beings should eat. Please request a
copy of our free booklet What Does the Bible
Teach About Clean and Unclean Meats?)

Aside from obtaining original breeding
stock, my father, a South Texas farmer, would
never allow livestock from another farm on
our property. The only time we transported
our animals elsewhere was to the local auc-
tion, where the animals were sold and taken
directly to a slaughterhouse. But that was 
a half century ago.

Everything we do and say ought to be gov-
erned by principles from the Bible. It is the
handbook that the Creator gave mankind to
show us not only how to live but how to treat
His creation. Are you familiar with its lessons,
and do you conduct yourself according to its
laws and principles? GN
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British trading-standards officers are investigating a likely
source of the foot-and-mouth epidemic. The outbreak is
thought to have begun when meat was illegally imported

into the United Kingdom from a Far Eastern country where the
disease is rife.

The meat then appears to have made its way into the human
food chain through a restaurant in the British Northeast, ending
up as catering waste that was subsequently fed to pigs. Appar-
ently only about 100 farmers use this kind of pig swill. The restau-
rant waste was supposed to have been cooked long enough 
to kill possible disease-carrying agents, but some apparently
slipped through.

This shows how a few people who choose to violate laws
designed for our mutual good can affect thousands of other people
—and indeed whole countries. We can all be held hostage to the
shortsightedness and greed of others. Many people will lose their

livelihoods because of the economic havoc wrought by this epi-
demic. The average British city dweller now suffers higher meat
prices, and many have to drive for miles just to find a decent place
to walk their dogs because so many wooded areas have been cor-
doned off to prevent the epidemic from spreading further.

Ideally we should all universally obey the laws. Even one person
who holds the law in contempt can be the cause of problems for
a whole nation. The classic biblical case is Achan. His sin got all of
Israel in deep trouble with God (Joshua 7:1-26; 22:20).

In the world tomorrow, the age to come, the knowledge of
God will cover the earth as the waters cover the sea (Isaiah 11:9).
Obedience to our Creator’s laws will finally become universal. To
know more about His plans for mankind, please request our free
booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom and What Is Your Destiny? To
understand why our world is plagued with so many problems, ask
for our new booklet Why Does God Allow Suffering?, also free.

What Caused the Outbreak?



European Union grow even stronger, proba-
bly at the expense of the United States. Only
the European nations seem rich and power-
ful enough to fulfill Revelation’s prophecy 
of the 10 kings, ultimately 10 core political

entities uniting to form a superpower that
will dominate the world in the end time.

Ultimately it is God who is sovereign 
and in control of world events. He “removes
kings and raises up kings” (Daniel 2:21) and
determines when one nation should lose its
preeminence to another, all in His own time
and according to His prophetic plan.

The Bible shows us that another super-
power is waiting in the wings. It will con-
tinue in power for “a short time” (Revelation
17:10), soon to be replaced by the divine
government—the Kingdom of God—true
Christians have prayed for ever since Christ
told His followers to pray “Your kingdom
come” (Matthew 6:10). GN
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More Cracks in the Transatlantic Alliance?

United States Secretary of State Colin Powell’s first visit to
NATO headquarters, on Feb. 27, came at a time when
strains in transatlantic relations were evident. His visit to

Brussels came only two years after solemn pronouncements of sol-
idarity during the alliance’s 50th-anniversary celebration.

When the threat posed by the Soviet Union ended in the early
1990s, pessimists in the alliance wondered whether the United
States and Europe could maintain the special relationship they
established during the Cold War years. In retrospect, it seems the
pessimists had a crystal ball.

The strains in the transatlantic relationship are paradoxical, since
in so many ways Europe and North America share basic interests.
Democratic governments, individual freedoms and human rights
are fundamental philosophical tenets shared by the nations on the
two continents. Transatlantic business is intertwined as never
before, with large-scale mergers, such as German automaker Daim-
ler’s acquisition of American manufacturer Chrysler, growing com-
monplace and capital exchanges via stock and currency markets
creating an ever-denser web of interdependency.

Although economic relationships across the Atlantic are gen-
erally quite good, the parties frequently squabble over agricul-
tural policies (Europe’s large subsidies for its farmers, America’s
liberal approach to genetically altered food and fertilizers) and
manufacturing subsidies (such as those granted for the Airbus).

Foreign-policy contrasts fuel the widening cracks in the part-
nership. America has generally seen itself as a world power with
the right to intervene as a global disciplinarian (although it is not
clear if the new Bush administration will be as proactive as the
Clinton administration). 

By contrast, Europe’s interests have generally been more
regional (though recently the EU has made significant foreign-
policy moves in the Korean and Israeli-Palestinian conflicts). Chart-
ing a more independent course, the EU’s moves don’t necessarily
coincide with America’s wishes in its foreign-policy framework. In 
addition, to date Europe and America have not developed a 
coordinated approach to Russia and China.

The United States would like to see a stronger European effort
as the eastern pillar of NATO, but it is not pleased  by the thought
of an independent European military alliance—or whatever name
is eventually given to what the European Union calls the Rapid
Reaction Force. When Europeans voted in December 1999 at the
Helsinki summit meeting to establish their own rapid-deployment
force of 60,000 soldiers, it was the first time since the Suez Canal
crisis of 1956 that Europe had initiated its own military coopera-
tion outside of the NATO alliance and its American leadership.

During his brief visit to NATO headquarters in Brussels, Secre-
tary Powell heard concerns by NATO’s European members over
President Bush’s decision to continue development of the National
Missile Defense (NMD) system. NMD may prove to be a major test
of the alliance’s resiliency. European military planners and gov-
ernments are concerned that their populations would lie beyond

the perimeter of NMD’s antiballistic shield, which is perceived to
protect only North America. If NMD is implemented, America may
be safe from missile attack by rogue states, but where would that
leave Europe?

The latest intelligence report from Germany’s Bundesnachrich-
tendienst, or BND (Federal Intelligence Service), on Saddam Hus-
sein’s armaments program illustrates why Europe is concerned
about its own antimissile defense.

According to German intelligence, the Iraqi leader plans to
develop a missile with a range of 1,850 miles, able to deliver a
nuclear device or a biological warhead weighing as much as 300
kilograms (650 pounds). German intelligence officials believe the
development of the missile by 2005 is a possibility. As part of 
its report, Germany’s Federal Intelligence Service outlined its
assessment of an Iraqi attempt to revive its armaments program,
including biological, chemical and nuclear abilities.

The projected range of the Iraqi missile thought to be under
development would place all of southeastern Europe, a part of
southern Europe (including nearly all of Italy) and half of Germany,
including Munich and Berlin, within range of Saddam Hussein’s
military forces.

German journalists speculate that the intelligence report was
shared with the German government soon after U.S. and British
warplanes struck at Iraqi targets Feb. 16.

In contrast to the acutely critical French reaction to the attack,
Germany’s Chancellor Gerhard Schröder and Foreign Minister
Joschka Fischer showed restraint in their comments. During a
quick visit to the United States the week after the bombing, Mr.
Fischer remarked at a joint press conference with Secretary of
State Powell that Germany didn’t think it was appropriate to 
criticize the decision to strike at Iraq.

Recognizing the potential for European discontent over Amer-
ica’s missile shield, Russia has proposed its own missile defense
plan, intended to provide a shield for Europe including its own
territory. Oddly enough, the Russian proposal was announced in
mid-February when NATO’s Secretary-General George Robertson
visited Moscow and conferred with Igor Sergeyev, Russian
defense minister.

Russia’s missile defense shield would develop in stages, with the
first devoted to a risk-assessment analysis of current and projected
threats over 15 years. The final implementation would provide
multinational rapid-deployment units able to be dispatched on
short notice to any part of Europe. The mobile-missile concept was
also a mainstay of the Soviet Union’s ICBM program.

The United States is reported to be concerned about Europe’s
growing independence politically and militarily. It does seem ironic
that President Bush’s decision to continue development of a mis-
sile defense with an antimissile shield limited to North America
may provide an impetus Europe’s military planners will use to chart
an even more independent course.

—Paul Kieffer



Imagine yourself marooned on an island
in the South Pacific or struggling to sur-
vive on meager provisions in the Aus-

tralian outback. You find yourself with a
few competing colleagues, and all of you
must exercise every ounce of ingenuity 
and resourcefulness just to survive the
harshness of the environment.

Not only do you have to deal with lack 
of food and shelter for more than six weeks,
but you must survive each other. The rules 
to which everyone has agreed stipulate that
every few days you will vote someone out 
of the group. This ousting continues relent-
lessly until only one is left. The last one

remaining gets the grand prize of $1 million.
By now you have probably recognized

the story line of Survivor, this season’s
highest-rated American television show.
Millions watch the program every week to
see who will be voted out of the group and
who will “survive.”

The producers of Survivor have captured
the essence of the struggle for survival from
mankind’s very beginnings. The show is a
remarkable microcosm of human civiliza-
tion in which the viewer can watch raw
human nature at work to make sure No. 1
comes out on top. 

Initially, and superficially, everyone in
the group must cooperate. The participants
work together for the good of the whole
group to supply food, erect shelters and
come out on top in competitions. But
beyond that they fiercely compete with
each other.

It is no great surprise that the contestants
quickly form alliances. They conspire to
vote out of the group whoever they consider
to be the weakest link, or the person who

contributes least to the good of the group,
or the individual who simply doesn’t fit in.

Later the organizers of the alliances find
others turning on them, and they find them-
selves voted out. The contestants manipu-
late, lie and betray in a surreal cutthroat
process of eliminating imagined friend and
foe. As the ordeal wears on, it’s every man
for himself.

Why is this television show so popular?
Millions of people watch it in part because
it parallels real-life situations that we would
readily recognize in many political associa-
tions, clubs, corporations or even families.
Only the circumstances are changed,and a

time limit is imposed. And let us not forget
the incentive of a large material reward.

Reflecting the real world

Nations play virtually the same game,
often with deadly consequences. Before
World War II, Germany formed alliances
with Italy and Austria. Hitler saw others as
a threat to his personal ambitions for mas-
sive power and Germany’s dominance in
the world. The first ones to be voted out,
so to speak, were the Jews. Next was
Czechoslovakia, followed by Poland.

The object of the game of world domi-
nance was to determine who would rule.
It’s the same millennia-old story.

During World War II the United States
and Britain allied themselves with the
Soviet Union. No sooner was the world
conflict over than the Soviets became the
enemy and Germany an ally. Similarly,
during the war Japan was an enemy and
China an ally. Yet within a short time the
situation reversed, with Japan an ally and
China the enemy.

It is a truism that in international poli-
tics nations do whatever it takes to survive.
That means protecting national interests
by forming alliances with countries will-
ing to support their agendas. The balance
of power must be maintained. Other
nations must not be allowed to get the
upper hand. Treaties are made, favors are
dispensed, and rumors are spread—all to
manipulate other countries and promote
national self-interests.

From the beginning the peoples of the
world have been locked in a life-and-death
struggle with each other for survival.
Everybody’s underlying philosophy is 
simple: If you win, you survive—and the
means justifies the end.

Philosophical underpinnings

The dominant factor behind the struggle
for power and the human tendency to 
dominate is simply the drive to survive.

The world has always operated on the
principle of putting personal interests first.
If that means one person has to subvert 
or subjugate another to achieve that end,
so be it. 

Jesus Christ highlighted an altogether
different approach when He said, “My
kingdom is not of this world”(John 18:36).
His way of life helped, not hindered, those
with whom He dealt. However, archadver-
sary Satan stood in direct opposition to
God’s way of love. He was determined to
thwart the Creator’s plans by influencing
mankind to oppose God’s will at every turn.

Satan began by telling Eve a big lie:
“You will not surely die” (Genesis 3:4).
Already the struggle was about survival.
Our first parents accepted the devil’s way of
survival: breaking God’s law and rejecting
God’s way of love.

Few understand how the practice of
exalting oneself at the expense of others
came to be so fundamental to man’s 
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Mankind’s fundamental philosophy toward survival is driving the world toward disaster. 
Why do so many follow a way that is so destructive? What can—and should—you do to survive?

The world has always operated on the principle of putting
personal interests first. If that means one person has to 
subvert or subjugate another to achieve that end, so be it. 



relationship with his fellowman. The phi-
losophy of concern for other people—a
way of life based on giving as opposed to
getting—was represented in the tree of life,
which God made available to Adam and
Eve in the Garden of Eden.

They chose instead to eat of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, resulting 
in both good and evil in our human nature.
That fact fundamentally influences the phi-
losophy behind our relationships. We will
do good as long as we are convinced that
doing good benefits us. But we generally
will not do good when we determine that
others are doing evil toward us or when
doing evil appears to have overriding
advantages.

The entirety of history after Adam is
essentially an account of survivors who
would succeed by making sure others didn’t.
The underlying drive behind the rise and fall
of empires is one of gaining advantage and
emerging as the ultimate survivor.

Christ understood the fatal flaw

Jesus of Nazareth could predict with
stunning clarity the catastrophic results of
such a selfish philosophy once it became 
an entrenched principle of human behavior. 
“. . . You will hear of wars and rumors of
wars,” He said. “. . . For nation will rise 
up against nation, and kingdom against
kingdom” (Matthew 24:6-7).

How did He know that wars would char-
acterize civilization in the years to follow,
especially at the time of the end? He under-
stood the natural consequences of the
human tendency to struggle for survival.
Christ could see that the desire to dominate
others would lead to nations warring
against other nations, as surely as Cain 
rose up against Abel.

He understood that alliances would
form into kingdoms and that they would
rise against other kingdoms. One would
threaten the survival of the other. Inevi-
tably one would vote the other out. That
would mean war. As a member of the 
Survivor group said: “If you think another
person is out to get you, you beat them 
to the draw.”

Jesus said the human race would come
to the brink of self-destruction but would
survive only because God would step in to
prevent human annihilation. “If that time of
troubles were not cut short, no living thing

could survive, but for the sake of God’s
chosen it will be cut short“ (Matthew
24:22, Revised English Bible, emphasis
added throughout).

The “chosen” Christ mentioned will not
only survive, they will share in Christ’s rule
over the nations when He returns (Revela-
tion 2:26). Who are these people, and how
will they survive?

A new foundation

Jesus of Nazareth came proclaiming the
good news of a kingdom that would function
on the higher principle of love for others. He
put the world on notice that a different phi-
losophy, new to the majority of mankind,
was in the process of being established.

The philosophy of love toward others

would be embraced by those who understood
that this future world-ruling Kingdom would
replace all other kingdoms and empires.
Jesus laid the foundation of a new world.

Jesus’new age is not here yet. Society
operates on the old principle of pleasing
and serving the self. But the higher princi-
ple of love replaces the old principle of self-
ishness in the few who dare follow it. They
are the chosen of whom Jesus spoke!

Christ promised to build His Church
(Matthew 16:18), in which godly principles
are to prevail. Jesus didn’t want strife and
contention within His own body, nor would
He sanction competition between His true
Church and the nations. There would be no
alliances with the state to assure the sur-
vival of Church members, nor would there
be compromises among Christ’s true fol-
lowers to secure acceptance from either
secular or religious authorities.

Christ’s true disciples were to proclaim
the true gospel among all nations and
teach them what He had taught (Matthew
24:14; 28:18-20). His followers would
have to live in the world but not subscribe
to the underhanded methods this satanic
society uses to rule and survive (John
17:14-16). It was sufficient that Christ
promised that the grave would never be
victorious over the Church (Matthew
16:18). The Church would never disap-
pear. Though a “little flock” (Luke 12:32),

it would always have an earthly presence.

Different attitude to prevail

A passage in Mark 10:35-45 illustrates
Christ’s point that His followers would have
a different spirit, a transformed attitude.

This incident describes two of His disci-
ples attempting to dominate the group by
requesting the highest positions next to
Christ in His Kingdom. They were pre-
pared to rise in power at the expense of the
others. “When the ten heard it, they began
to be greatly displeased with James and
John” (verse 41). If a vote had been taken 
at that moment, guess who would have
been voted out!

Jesus used the incident to teach a crucial
lesson. He explained how different His

Kingdom would be compared with the
ways of the world. “You know that those
who are considered rulers over the Gentiles
lord it over them, and their great ones exer-
cise authority over them. Yet it shall not 
be so among you; but whoever desires to
become great among you shall be your 
servant” (verses 42-43).

Christ instructed His followers on the
fundamental attitude of humility that is
always necessary in the service of others.
Each was to reflect a humble attitude 
of service to the others and to all who
would also seek to follow Christ.

How do the elect survive?

How would we behave if we were part
of a group whose members were locked in
a struggle to survive? Would we conspire
against others? Jesus taught that we must
not do what comes naturally. In Luke 17:33
He tells us, “Whoever seeks to save his life
will lose it, and whoever loses his life will
preserve it.”

Of course, life is precious in God’s sight.
He is its Creator. Though Christians die, He
will extend their lives beyond the grave
through a resurrection to eternal life in His
Kingdom (1 Corinthians 15:35-54; 1 Thessa-
lonians 4:13-18). Christ promised faithful
first-century Christians suffering persecution
at Smyrna: “Be faithful unto death, and I will
give you the crown of life” (Revelation 2:10).
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How did Jesus know that wars would characterize civilization,
especially at the time of the end? He understood the natural
consequences of the human tendency to struggle for survival. 



This great principle of God—that by 
losing our lives we can save them—takes
on greater significance in that dangerous
period just before Christ’s second coming.

Most people, not discerning the signs of
the times, will not understand the remark-
able significance of the events that will
mark the end of this age. The apostle Paul
speaks of the same period Jesus referred to,
the day of the Lord, as coming “as a thief in
the night” (1 Thessalonians 5:2). He wrote
that “when they say, ‘Peace and safety!’
then sudden destruction comes upon them,
as labor pains upon a pregnant woman. 
And they shall not escape” (verse 3).

Will anyone escape? If anyone does, it
won’t be because he knows exactly when
the world upheavals will come, enabling
him to make physical preparations ahead 
of time. Escape is something Christ 
Himself determines.

Historically, in the case of Noah during
the antediluvian world and in the example
of Lot just before God destroyed Sodom,
neither knew exactly how the destruction
would occur that God had predicted. God
told Noah how to prepare, but Lot had 
no time either to prepare or secure any
belongings for himself.

Jesus warned of the urgency of the need
to escape impending destruction in termi-
nology applicable to those living in His day:
“In that day, he who is on the housetop,and
his goods are in the house, let him not come
down to take them away. And likewise the
one who is in the field, let him not turn
back” (Luke 17:31). The application for us
is that any attempt to preserve our lives by
securing life-sustaining goods will not be
the answer to our survival during the terrible
time at the end of the age of man.

The formula for survival

Jesus indicates in Luke 17:34-37 that 
it is in His province to decide who will be
saved from this world’s destruction and
how. Read Luke 21:34-36 to learn the kind
of attitude and behavior Christ will look 
on with favor as this time of unprecedented
trouble draws near.

God’s Word gives us further under-
standing through one of Christ’s apostles:
“Finally, all of you be of one mind, having
compassion for one another; love as broth-
ers, be tenderhearted, be courteous; not
returning evil for evil or reviling for reviling,

but on the contrary blessing, knowing that
you were called to this, that you may inherit
a blessing” (1 Peter 3:8-9).

Peter continues with his point in verses
10-12: “For ‘He who would love life and
see good days, let him refrain his tongue
from evil, and his lips from speaking
deceit. Let him turn away from evil and do
good; let him seek peace and pursue it. For
the eyes of the LORD are on the righteous,
and His ears are open to their prayers; but
the face of the LORD is against those who
do evil.’”

In other words, says Peter, no alliances,
no manipulating, no lying, no struggling 
for preservation at the expense of others 
is allowed. It is total reliance on God vs.
reliance on self that enables His chosen to
survive. They must be prepared to give their
lives rather than violate the principles of the
Kingdom of God that Christ taught. Indeed,
some of them will be martyred, just as
many of the apostles and other early Chris-
tians were murdered, because of their
beliefs (Revelation 6:11).

However, God’s Word assures us that
God’s chosen will prevail in the end. “Now
salvation, and strength, and the kingdom 
of our God, and the power of His Christ
have come, for the accuser of our brethren,
who accused them before our God day 
and night, has been cast down. And they
overcame him by the blood of the Lamb
and by the word of their testimony, and
they did not love their lives to the death”
(Revelation 12:10-11).

As Jesus said earlier: “I am the resur-
rection and the life. He who believes in
Me, though he may die, he shall live”
(John 11:25).

Here are people who, when accused,
appeal to the blood of the Lamb for their
justification and place their future in the
hands of their Teacher, the One who said
He would always be with them, even to the
end of the age (Matthew 28:20).

Surviving the end

An extraordinary prophecy tells us 
that others of God’s people (symbolized
by a woman in Revelation 12:13-17) will
be given protection from the presence of
the devil and nourished so they can sur-
vive during the crucial period just before
Jesus returns.

This prophecy reminds us of one of the

promises of Christ to His Church: “Because
you have kept My command to persevere,
I also will keep you from the hour of trial
which shall come upon the whole world,
to test those who dwell on the earth”
(Revelation 3:10).

The “hour of trial” refers to the very end
of our present age (Matthew 24:3). God’s
people understand that, because they faith-
fully follow the teachings of Christ, they
can be protected from the overpowering
control of the devil and those he influ-
ences. The account of their divine protec-
tion is graphically pictured in Revelation
12:14-16.

Some will survive Satan’s final attempts
to bring the world under his direct control
through the all-pervasive government sym-
bolized by the “beast” described in the
book of Revelation. Will you be among
them? Will you be a spiritual survivor?

You can be, and you can understand 
the meaning of the horrific events that will
mark the end of this age prophesied in the
Bible many centuries ago. GN
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Recommended Reading

For more
information on
this developing
world-ruling gov-
ernment, please
request the free
publications The
Book of Revela-
tion Unveiled, Are
We Living in the Time of the End? and
You Can Understand Bible Prophecy.

Even more important than our under-
standing of the direction of world events
is our relationship with God and each
other. To understand what God is look-
ing for in those who will be His chosen,
be sure to request the vitally important
booklet Transforming Your Life. It
explains how we can bring our behavior
into line with our Creator’s.

All booklets are available free from
any of our offices listed on page 2, or
you can request or download them from
our Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.
We strongly urge you to take these steps
to assure your own survival in light of
what lies ahead.
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In March 1997 the people of the United
States were shocked to hear of the
largest mass suicide in the nation’s his-

tory. Thirty-nine members of the religious
group Heaven’s Gate were found in a
California mansion, each dressed in black
pants, black shirt and new athletic shoes,
after killing themselves with a mixture 
of drugs, alcohol and asphyxiation.

Police were surprised by the obvious
lack of trepidation—and, according to
videotapes and letters left behind, even
elation—the sect’s members experienced
as they prepared to leave this world.

Brought together by a smorgasbord of
Christianity, New Age beliefs, paganism
and science fiction, and spurred by a
belief that the Hale-Bopp comet was an
apocalyptic sign, these people died think-
ing they would travel to a better state 
of existence.

At first the suicide of healthy people
who want to die to transition to a better life
seems unfathomable. It’s much easier to
understand the death wish of someone
who is terminally ill or otherwise suffering.

Yet most people hope for an afterlife, a
consciousness void of suffering and grief.
Many Christians believe that when a per-
son dies he goes to heaven, and over the
centuries people have held many views 
of what heaven is like.

Heaven often refers to the realm where
God dwells. There has been much specu-
lation on what happens to those who sup-
posedly go there, from spending eternity
gazing into the face of God to an actual
place where the saints interact with the
Supreme Being and His angels. Mostly
it’s thought of as a nebulous hereafter
where good people go to experience 
eternal bliss.

The 1998 movie What Dreams May
Come, starring Robin Williams, presents
heaven as a place in which the departed

create their own egocentric universe. It
paints a lonely, imperfect picture of eter-
nity. Curiously, in this movie version of
heaven God was nowhere to be found.

Heaven and God’s throne

When we go to the Bible we find
descriptions of heaven as the location 
of the throne of God. The apostle John
describes a vision in which he saw heaven.
He writes in the book of Revelation about
his experience:

“After these things I looked, and
behold, a door standing open in heaven.
And the first voice which I heard was 
like a trumpet speaking with me, saying,
‘Come up here, and I will show you
things which must take place after this’”
(Revelation 4:1).

John continues in verses 2-6: “Imme-
diately I was in the Spirit; and behold,
a throne set in heaven, and One sat on 
the throne. And He who sat there was
like a jasper and a sardius stone in
appearance; and there was a rainbow
around the throne, in appearance like an
emerald. Around the throne were twenty-
four thrones, and on the thrones I saw
twenty-four elders sitting, clothed in
white robes; and they had crowns of gold
on their heads.

“And from the throne proceeded light-
nings, thunderings, and voices. Seven
lamps of fire were burning before the
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.
Before the throne there was a sea of glass,
like crystal. And in the midst of the throne,
and around the throne, were four living
creatures full of eyes in front and in back.”

Is this the realm of the promised after-
life for those who believe in the God of
the Bible?

More than one heaven

Jesus makes a startling statement about

heaven in John 3:13. He says in reference
to Himself as the Messiah,“No one has
ascended to heaven but He who came
down from heaven, that is, the Son of
Man” (emphasis added throughout). 
Jesus claims He is the only one who has
ascended into heaven. If Jesus is the only
one to go to heaven, what happened to 
all the great men and women of faith
throughout history?

To answer that we must look at often-
misunderstood biblical concepts of
heaven. Have you ever noticed that many
biblical references to heaven are plural—
“heavens”? In Scripture heaven can refer
to earth’s atmosphere, where we see the
“birds of heaven” or where the “windows
of heaven” open to bring rain.

Heaven can also refer to what we 
call outer space—the realm of the 
moon, planets, galaxies and the whole
physical universe.

Heaven can also mean the location of
the throne of God. In 2 Corinthians 12 the
apostle Paul writes about a vision  he says
showed him the “third heaven.” The heaven
of which Jesus spoke is this third heaven,
the location of the very throne of God.

John also records a discourse by Jesus
Christ in which He explains why He
came to earth from heaven in the first
place. “For I have come down from
heaven, not to do My own will, but the
will of Him who sent Me. This is the will
of the Father who sent Me, that of all He
has given Me I should lose nothing, but
should raise it up at the last day. And 
this is the will of Him who sent Me, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes
in Him may have everlasting life; and 
I will raise him up at the last day” (John
6:38-40).

The hope of the resurrection

What does Jesus mean when He says
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When I Die Will I Go to Heaven?
A few years ago a Time-magazine poll revealed that 81 percent of Americans believe in a heaven

where people live forever with God after they die. But do these beliefs square with the Bible?
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He will raise someone up at the last day?
The resurrection of Jesus Christ, the

Son of God, is essential to the Christian
faith. In fact, the concept of Christianity
is meaningless without the belief that
Jesus rose from the grave, was seen by
His disciples and ascended to the throne
of God. The Scriptures demand Chris-
tians to accept that Jesus died and experi-
enced a bodily resurrection three days
and three nights later.

Let’s look at what Paul writes to Chris-
tians in ancient Corinth in 1 Corinthians
15:22-24: “For as in Adam all die, even so
in Christ all shall be made alive. But each
one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits,
afterward those who are Christ’s at His
coming. Then comes the end, when He
delivers the kingdom to God the Father,
when He puts an end to all rule and all
authority and power.”

Notice that Paul says that “all shall be
made alive . . . each one in his own order.”
Jesus Christ is the first to be raised from
the dead to eternal life. Then “afterwards
those who are Christ’s at His coming”
will also be resurrected.

Many times in his writings Paul, as do
other biblical writers, refers to death as
sleep. How do we reconcile what Paul
wrote with the traditional idea about
heaven? Is it possible that the common
belief that people go to heaven after they
die is not what the Bible really teaches?

With Christ on earth

Jesus made important comments to
His disciples on the night before His
death, as recorded in John 14:1-4:
“Let not your heart be troubled; you
believe in God, believe also in Me. In
My Father’s house are many mansions;
if it were not so, I would have told you. 
I go to prepare a place for you. And if 
I go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and receive you to Myself;
that where I am, there you may be also.
And where I go you know, and the way
you know.”

It is important to note where Jesus will
be after His return. He will reign as king
of the world for 1,000 years while the res-
urrected saints will rule with Him here on
earth (Revelation 5:10; 20:4-6).

So Christ promises to return to earth

for His disciples, both living and dead.
He nowhere says we will be off with Him
in heaven.

Paul tells us about the resurrection of
the dead at Christ’s return in 1 Thessaloni-
ans 4:13-18: “But I do not want you to be
ignorant, brethren, concerning those who
have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as oth-
ers who have no hope. For if we believe
that Jesus died and rose again, even so
God will bring with Him those who sleep
in Jesus.

“For this we say to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord 
will by no means precede those who 
are asleep. For the Lord Himself will
descend from heaven with a shout, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the
trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ
will rise first. Then we who are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with
them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord. Therefore comfort one another
with these words.”

The resurrection of which Paul wrote
and Jesus spoke isn’t a theory of an ethe-
real, nebulous existence as a disembodied
ghost. It is the sure promise of a bodily
resurrection to a spirit-composed life 
of eternal energy, eternal creativity and
eternal goodness as the children of God.

This resurrection takes place not at
death, as these scriptures make clear,
but when Christ returns to establish His
Father’s kingdom on earth. The Chris-
tian future is far more spectacular than
the view of heaven as a place of eternal
repose without concrete meaning or 
personal purpose.

Why were you born? If you want to
have a part in this glorious resurrection 
to fulfill the future God offers you, the
choice is up to you. GN

Good News Radio is heard on stations
across the United States. For an Internet
listing of stations and times or to down-
load radio programs, go to www.ucg.org/
radio. While online you can also down-
load or request the free booklet offered
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Does the Bible Really Teach?—at
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Join us this week on The Good
News radio network. To find a
station near you, or to listen to
current or past programs, visit
www.ucg.org/radio.



n the previous three installments of this series
we covered events described in the book of
Acts. We now turn our attention to the apostolic
writings, better known as the epistles, addressed

to specific individuals or congregations or larger
groups of people.

How accurate are the epistles from an archaeo-
logical and historical point of view? We can be
thankful that much background information is
available about these writings that confirms their
authenticity.

The apostolic letters

One of the first questions that comes to mind
when examining the epistles is how they compare
with the style and composition of other writings of
the same era.

In the 20th century archaeologists discovered
many private letters dating from the apostles’ time
that show the prevailing style of writing and corre-
spondence. Written on papyrus, they corroborate

that the apostles’
letters are written
in the style com-
mon in those days.

Scholar William
Barclay notes
about Paul’s writ-
ings: “It is a great
pity that Paul’s 
letters were ever
called epistles.
They are in the
most literal sense
letters. One of the
great lights shed
on the interpreta-
tion of the New
Testament has
been the discovery
and the publica-

tion of papyri. In the ancient world, papyrus was the
substance on which most documents were written

. . . The sands of the Egyptian desert were ideal for
their preservation, for papyrus, although very brit-
tle, will last for ever so long as moisture does not
get at it.

“As a result, from the Egyptian rubbish heaps,
archaeologists have rescued hundreds of docu-
ments, marriage contracts, legal agreements, gov-
ernment forms, and, most interesting of all, private
letters. When we read these private letters we find
that there was a pattern to which nearly all con-
formed; and we find that Paul’s letters reproduce
exactly that pattern” (Daily Study Bible, Bible
Explorer software, notes on Romans 1:1, emphasis
added throughout).

So far some 15,000 papyrus documents have
been documented that date from 2700 B.C. to New
Testament times and well beyond. From the bibli-
cal point of view the most important papyrus
scrolls include:

• The 87 papyri containing parts of the Greek
New Testament.

• The Dead Sea Scrolls, discovered some 50
years ago, which include books and commentaries
about the Old Testament.

• The Septuagint version of the Old Testament (a
Greek translation of the Hebrew Scriptures that was
in common use in the time of the apostles).

The New Testament papyrus scrolls date from the
late first to the seventh century and vary in size from
scraps containing a few words to almost complete
books of a Gospel,Acts or the Pauline epistles.

Grant Jeffrey compares the number of biblical
writings discovered to other works found: “Modern
scholars now possess more than five thousand manu-
script copies of portions of the New Testament in the
Greek language. In addition, there are an additional
fifteen thousand manuscripts in other languages from
the first few centuries of this era. No other important
text, whether historical or religious, has more than 
a few dozen copies that have survived until our 
generation” (The Signature of God, 1996, p. 88).

From the private letters of the apostles’ time 
we find their introduction typically included the
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Archaeology
and the Epistles

How accurate are
the epistles from an
archaeological and
historical point of
view? We can be

thankful that
much background

information is
available about

these writings that
confirms their

authenticity.

Paul wrote to Christians in Rome, heart of a mighty
empire, well before he set foot there. Little did he know
he would die in Rome several years later. Palatine Hill
and the Roman Forum, ruins of which are shown here,
were the heart of the city.
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identity of the author, the name of the recip-
ient, a prayer for the recipient and a greet-
ing. The conclusion of such letters reflects
the apostles’similar style of identifying the
recipients, offering thanks and ending with
a blessing.

“The power of the Epistles,” says The
Bible Through the Ages, “especially those
of Paul, lay partly in their adherence to a
structure recognized by educated people
throughout the Greek-speaking world”
(1996, p. 148).

Let’s see a few specific examples of how
these letters fit into the context of those days.

Paul’s letter to the Romans

Throughout his letter to the Romans we
see Paul urging gentile and Jewish Chris-
tians in Rome to reconcile their differ-
ences. What historical event could have 
led to disunity that would prompt this kind
of admonition?

Paul mentions in this letter that he would
send it from one of the ports of Corinth,
called Cenchrea, by way of a member
named Phoebe (Romans 16:1).

In his first visit to Corinth a few years ear-
lier, Paul had met the married couple Pris-
cilla and Aquila, converted Jews who had
been among those expelled from Rome. We
read in Acts 18:2 that the Jews at Rome had
been exiled by Emperor Claudius around 
49 B.C. After Claudius died, Priscilla and
Aquila returned to Rome (Romans 16:3).

The content of the epistle to the Romans
reflects the new situation of the return of the
Jewish Christians to the Roman church and
the need for the gentile Christians again to
accept their leadership.

Another indication of the authenticity 
of the epistle is the mention by Paul of 26
people in Romans 16. Scholars note these
names were quite common during that
period. Surprisingly, 13 of them have been
found in inscriptions or documents con-
nected with the emperor’s palace in Rome.

William Barclay notes that, “although
many are common names, this fact [their
relationship with Caesar’s palace] is
nonetheless suggestive. In Philippians 4:22,
Paul speaks of the saints of Caesar’s house-
hold. It may be that they were for the most
part slaves, but it is still important that
Christianity seems to have penetrated early

into the imperial palace” (Daily Study
Bible, comments on Romans 16:5-11,
Bible Explorer software).

Thus this mention of Roman,Greek and
Hebrew names common in those days and
the historical evi-
dence of a Christian
presence even in
Caesar’s household
give credence to
what Paul writes in
Romans.

The letters to the
Corinthians

Paul’s two epis-
tles to the Corinthi-
ans also fit well 
with archaeologists’
discoveries about
Corinth and what 
we learn from classi-
cal Greek literature.

Unlike Paul’s 
letters to people in
other areas, in both
of the letters to Corinth he refers to sins
involving sexual immorality. 
Paul mentions in 1 Corinthians 5:1-2 that the
brethren were openly tolerating a member
involved in a sexual relationship with his
stepmother. Paul instructs the members there
to put that person out of the church until he
repents and then warns them not to become
corrupted by this bad example or allow
themselves to return to their former sins.

He admonishes: “Do you not know that
the unrighteous will not inherit the king-
dom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither
fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers,
nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, nor
thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor
revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the
kingdom of God. And such were some 
of you” (1 Corinthians 6:9-11).

Of all the Greek cities, Corinth was the
one most known for sexual immorality.
“The ancient city had a reputation for vul-
gar materialism,” notes The Bible Knowl-
edge Commentary. “In the earliest Greek
literature it was linked with wealth and
immorality. When Plato referred to a prosti-
tute, he used the expression ‘Corinthian
girl.’According to Strabo, the Greek geog-

rapher, much of the wealth and vice in
Corinth centered around the temple of
Aphrodite and its thousand temple prosti-
tutes. For this reason a proverb warned,
‘Not for every man is the voyage to

Corinth!’” (Logos Library System soft-
ware, 1985, introduction to 1 Corinthians).

Archaeologists have uncovered the
remains of the temple of Aphrodite, the god-
dess of love, and other temples dedicated to
fertility cults that contributed to the city’s
rampant immorality. They have also found
ruins of the marketplace that indicate that
wine was a popular product. “Around the
market were a good many shops, numbers
of which had individual wells, suggesting
that much wine was made and drunk in the
city. [Paul warned] in 1 Cor[inthians] 6:10
that drunkards will not ‘inherit’ the kingdom
of God” (Harold Mare, The Expositor’s
Bible Commentary, 1979, p. 177).

The incident of sexual immorality in the
Corinthian church appears to have a positive
ending. After the members there repented of
their moral laxity, they obeyed Paul and put
the guilty party out of the congregation. But
in 2 Corinthians 2:3-11 Paul tells them he
heard of the sinner’s repentance and urged
them to forgive and restore him as a member.

Paul’s other epistles and those the other
apostles wrote all reflect the aspects of
everyday life in the Greco-Roman world 
of that age. Although critical scholars C
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Paul “continued there [in Corinth] a year and six months,” accord-
ing to Acts 18:11. He later wrote two epistles to Church members in
that Greek city, some of the ruins of which are clearly visible today. 
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have focussed intensely on the apostolic
epistles to try to find any discrepancy or
anachronism, none has been forthcoming.

The epistle of James

Of all the epistles, James’ is the most
practical and picturesque. The Bible
Knowledge Commentary calls it “a literary
masterpiece . . . that combines the rhyth-
mic beauty of Greek with the stern inten-
sity of Hebrew” and says that, “in fact, the
Book of James probably has more figures
of speech, analogies, and imagery from
nature than all Paul’s epistles together”
(Logos Library System software, 1985,
introduction to James).

How could Jesus’half brother (Matthew
13:55) have developed such a polished lit-
erary style? One commentary says about
him: “The author had been from fifteen to
twenty years a member, and for a number
of years, the official head, of the Jerusalem
Church, which very early in its history had
more Hellenists than Hebrews in its mem-
bership. In daily contact with such Hel-
lenists, James could, in the course of the
years, have attained to considerable profi-
ciency the use of the Greek tongue” (The
New International Commentary of the New
Testament: James, 1974, p. 19).

Another evidence of the authenticity of
the letter is the mention of Christians still
meeting in synagogues. James writes of dif-
ferent classes of people coming “into your
assembly” (James 2:2). The Greek word
translated “assembly” here is sunagoge,
an assembly of people. It was natural for
James, as leader of the church in Jerusalem,
to refer to the meeting places where Chris-
tians gathered as synagogues, since the
term did not have the negative connotation
it later took among anti-Jewish groups.

“There is evidence that early Jewish
Christians sometimes met in synagogues,”
says archaeologist John McRay. “The New
Testament letter of James refers to Chris-
tians (undoubtedly Jewish) meeting in a
synagogue (2:2), but bear in mind that at
this time Jews probably met most often in
homes and rented halls” (Archaeology and
the New Testament, 1997, p. 72).

Peter’s epistles

Peter’s writing style and the background

of his two epistles also conform to the 
norm for those times. The Expositor’s Bible
Commentary states, “First Peter is an epis-
tle or letter written in the normal letter form
of the [New Testament] world” (Edwin
Blum, 1981, p. 213).

But how could Peter, a Galilean fisher-
man, write in the fine Greek style of these
epistles?

“The parallels between this first letter
and Peter’s sermons recorded in Acts are
significant,” answers The Bible Knowledge
Commentary. “Peter’s public ministry
spanned more than 30 years . . . He lived
and preached in a multicultural world. 
It is reasonable to believe that after three
decades Peter could have mastered the lan-
guage of the majority of those to whom he
ministered. Certainly Peter had the time
and talent to become an outstanding com-
municator of the gospel via the Greek lan-
guage” (Logos Library System software,
introduction to 1 Peter).

Peter ends his first epistle with a refer-
ence to his location: “She who is in Baby-
lon, elect together with you, greets you; and
so does Mark my son” (1 Peter 5:13).

Some commentators regard the men-
tion of Babylon as a cryptic way of refer-
ring to Rome, but the historical evidence
shows that the actual city of Babylon 
had a thriving Jewish community during
those days.

The Scriptures indicate most of Peter’s
mission dealt not with gentiles but with
Jews. Paul mentioned that “the gospel for
the uncircumcised [gentiles] had been com-
mitted to me, as the gospel for the circum-
cised [Jews] was to Peter” (Galatians 2:7).

“Many have wondered,” writes historian
William McBirnie, “if this [reference to
Babylon] did not mean Rome, which was
frequently called ‘Babylon’by the early
Christians. The actual city of Babylon,
however, still was of importance. It was 
a great center of Jewish colonists and was 
a powerful center when Peter ministered
there for a time. The Eastern churches trace
their lineage to Babylon, and hence to
Peter, to this day” (The Search for the
Twelve Apostles, 1973, p. 57).

John’s writings

John’s Gospel and epistles have an

unusual style and are among the most
respected by scholars.

“No two works in the whole range of
literature,” wrote Sir William Ramsay,
“show clearer signs of the genius of one
writer, and no other pair of works are so
completely in a class by themselves, apart
from the work of their own and every
other time” (Alexander Ross, The New
International Commentary of the New Tes-
tament: The Epistles of James and John,
1974, p. 110).

John penned his epistles toward the end
of the New Testament period. They reflect
the later struggles of the remaining apostles
against gnostic groups and other opponents
of God’s law (antinomians) who were 
influencing Church members and seducing
many away from the truth. Archaeology
has helped us better understand some of 
the issues that John faced.

“The extensive Gnostic library that 
was found at Nag Hammadi in Egypt in
1945,” states John McRay, “has provided
us with new information regarding heresy
in the early church and about the nature 
of the canon of the New Testament at this
time” (p. 18).

Thanks to the discovery of material 
documenting some of the gnostic beliefs,
the issues John mentioned have been 
confirmed to be historical.

Conclusion

This concludes the brief overview of
what archaeology and history tell us about
the apostolic epistles.

Grant Jeffrey sums up the historical find-
ings: “The tremendous advances in histori-
cal research and biblical archaeology in the
last century have convinced most scholars
in the last two decades that the Gospels 
and Epistles were written within thirty-five
years or less of the events which they
describe . . . In an article for Christianity
Today, Jan. 18, 1963, W.F. Albright [the so-
called dean of modern archaeology] wrote:
‘In my opinion, every book of the New 
Testament was written by a baptized Jew
between the forties and eighties of the first
century A.D.’” (pp. 86-87).

In the next installment we will conclude
this archaeological survey by covering the
last book of the Bible, Revelation. GN
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imothy was quite young when he first
met the apostle Paul. His father was
Greek, a gentile. His mother was Jew-
ish, an Israelite. Some think, based on

comments in Paul’s letters to him, that Tim-
othy was timid. Yet a closer look tells a dif-
ferent story. He encountered persecution,
faced it and weathered it well.

Timothy kept company behind bars with
Paul. More than once he nearly died. He
was a faithful courier for Paul. He served
the church at Ephesus, in Asia Minor, where
members were predominantly gentile. we
can learn much from the young evangelist
Timothy, a Greek to gentiles, a Jew to Jews.

Timothy’s early years

It is encouraging to read about the faith-
ful parents or grandparents of a saint. Such
is the case with Timothy. Scripture contains
little direct information about him, but we
can catch glimpses through the thoughts and
writings of others who knew and worked
with him.

Timothy’s grandmother was named
Lois, his mother Eunice. God doesn’t shirk
from mentioning the names of people who
set themselves against Him (as in Hyme-
naeus and Philetus, named in 2 Timothy
2:17), so it is encouraging to see how often
God mentions the names of some who hon-
ored Him, especially when He gives honor
to a disciple’s parents.

Paul speaks highly of both Lois and
Eunice. He wrote to Timothy: “I thank God,

whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my
forefathers did, as without ceasing I remem-
ber you in my prayers night and day, greatly
desiring to see you, being mindful of your
tears, that I may be filled with joy, when 
I call to remembrance the genuine faith that
is in you, which dwelt first in your grand-
mother Lois and your mother Eunice, and 
I am persuaded is in you also” (2 Timothy
1:3-5, emphasis added throughout).

Let’s explore Paul’s commendation of
Timothy’s grandmother and mother. Doing

so can help us better understand Paul’s high
regard for Timothy.

Faithful grandmother

Grandmother Lois was a Jewess, married
to a Jew. Lois’s husband—Timothy’s grand-
father—is not mentioned, which suggests,
according to several commentaries, that he
was deceased. God does things with pur-
pose, so there must be some good reason
why Lois’s husband wasn’t named.

God sometimes works in a physical fam-
ily, as He did here, establishing Jesus’faith
in one family member so it can be passed
along to others. Sometimes God uses the
child in a more obvious way than He uses
the parents or grandparents, as happened
with Timothy. The faith of God can be 

nurtured, seasoned and matured as it passes
through grandparents and parents to a child.
It’s not only an honor for a parent to serve 
in this way but a high calling.

In modern times, awash as they are in the
technology of instantaneous communica-
tion, nearly everyone strives for his 15 min-
utes of fame. We know God doesn’t look at
a saint’s worth in this way. He uses people
in different settings in different ways.

Every person is important to God. 
In Timothy’s case perhaps God used his

grandmother and mother to prepare him for
His service. This should be highly encour-
aging to all of us. God’s perspective extends
beyond the horizon while we often limit
ourselves through tunnel vision.

Faithful examples for Timothy

The crowning characteristic of Timothy
was his unfeigned faith, which he shared
with Lois and Eunice.

Hebrews 11:6 tells us that without 
faith it is impossible to please God—
“because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards
those who earnestly seek him” (New 

International Version).
Abraham and Daniel

prospered

b y  J e r o l d  A u s t

God sometimes works in a physical family, as He did
here, establishing Jesus’ faith in one family member
so it can be passed along to others. 
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under cir-
cumstances that would
have defeated lesser men
because they had this kind of faith. King
Saul’s son Jonathan exhibited genuine 
faith in God, though his father failed in this
regard. Faith and love for God go hand 
in hand. True followers of God can do no
better than to love and have faith.

Faithful mother

When Luke, the writer of the book of
Acts, introduces Timothy, we read about
Paul journeying to Derbe and Lystra.

“And behold, a certain disciple was there,
named Timothy, the son of a certain Jewish
woman who believed, but his father was
Greek. He was well spoken of by the
brethren who were at Lystra and Iconium.

“Paul wanted to have him go on with
him. And he took him and circumcised 
him because of the Jews who were in that
region, for they all knew that his father was
Greek. And as they went through the cities,
they delivered to them the decrees to keep,
which were determined by the apostles and
elders at Jerusalem. So the churches were
strengthened in the faith, and increased 
in number daily” (Acts 16:1-5).

Consider what these verses tell about 
the character of Eunice and Timothy. Luke
describes Timothy’s mother as “a certain
Jewish woman who believed” (verse 1).
She believed God’s Word and obeyed it.
She accepted Jesus of Nazareth as the
promised Messiah.

Consider Luke’s and Paul’s opinion 
of Timothy. First, the members of God’s
Church at Lystra and Iconium, two cities in
Asia Minor, spoke highly of Timothy’s faith
as evidenced by his conduct. They com-
mended Timothy to those who passed their
way, including Paul, Luke and his compan-
ions. When Paul heard the good words these
members said about the young man, he
determined to take Timothy with him 
on his missionary journeys.

Since Timothy’s father was a gentile 
and his mother Jewish, and since Paul was
aware that many Jews lived in the areas
Paul and Timothy would visit, he circum-
cised young Timothy (verse 3). This helped
Timothy function as Paul did within the
multicultured world of the day, to be all
things to all people (1 Corinthians 9:19-22).
To the gentiles Timothy could identify as 
a gentile because of his Greek father. To 

the Jews he could identify as 
a circumcised Jew.

Serving with Paul

Paul began to train and use Timothy to
strengthen the churches in the faith; the con-
gregations increased in number daily (Acts
16:4-5). Timothy soon began to serve not
only as a companion to Paul in his travels
but as a pastor. After all, he had been per-
sonally trained by one of the most zealous
of the apostles, Paul himself. Timothy was
to suffer along with Paul in many of the
apostle’s trials.

Timothy was a constant companion of
Paul. In Acts 16:12 we read that Paul and
Timothy, along with Silvanus and Luke,
journeyed to Philippi. Years later, when
Paul wrote his letter to the Philippian Chris-
tians, he offered encouragement by inform-
ing them of his intention to send Timothy 
to see them.

“But I trust in the Lord Jesus to send
Timothy to you shortly, that I also may be
encouraged when I know your state. For I
have no one like-minded, who will sincerely
care for your state. For all seek their own,
not the things which are of Christ Jesus. 
But you know his proven character, that as 
a son with his father he served with me in
the gospel. Therefore I hope to send him at
once, as soon as I see how it goes with me”
(Philippians 2:19-23).

Was Timothy timid?

Let’s pause to discuss the apparent con-
tradiction that Timothy seemed a little timid
(2 Timothy 1:6-8) yet was one who was her-
alded as strong in the faith (verse 5). How
can we reconcile the two views?

We can better understand Timothy when
we evaluate him through the eyes of God
rather than through the eyes of the world.

The world perpetuates the deceptive
notion that might makes right, that only
the strong should survive. For society to
take note of a man he often must project
an aggressively virile image, just as a
woman must display a sexually appealing,
glamorous persona. With God such is not
the case. God looks on the heart, not on
one’s attractiveness or stature (1 Samuel
16:7). God is not impressed by anyone’s
outward appearance.

Timothy fit the mold of other notable
Bible personalities. Moses, for example,
didn’t want to be God’s spokesman and
even begged God to choose someone else
(Exodus 4:1, 10, 13), yet God powerfully
used him. The prophet Jonah ran from
God’s calling to warn ancient Nineveh
(Jonah 1:3). Even Jeremiah tried to explain

to God why he was not the man for the job
(Jeremiah 1:6).

It should be no surprise that Timothy
might hesitate at times. He was expected 
to be strong in the face of persecution and
death. One could scarcely spend much time
around Paul without also receiving threats
of physical violence.

God tells us, again through Paul, that
when He calls someone to represent Him
He often passes over the apparently strong
of the world for those the world might 
consider as weak. Notice Paul’s revelation
about God’s methods: “Brothers, think of
what you were when you were called. Not
many of you were wise by human stan-
dards; not many were influential; not many
were of noble birth. But God chose the fool-
ish things of the world to shame the wise;
God chose the weak things of the world to
shame the strong. He chose the lowly things
of this world and the despised things—and
the things that are not—to nullify the things
that are” (1 Corinthians 1:26-28, NIV).

What purpose could God’s choice of the
weak of the world accomplish? The next
verse tells us why God typically uses the
physically unimpressive to accomplish His
purpose. It is “so that no one may boast
before him” (verse 29, NIV). Don’t miss
this key to understanding how God works
through human beings. If God used vain,
egotistical people to do His work, a work of
humility and service, how far would He get?
It’s a contradiction of terms to utter “godly
service” and “arrogance” in the same
breath. They can’t fit together. Reconciling
them is an impossible task.

For God to really be able to use a person,
that person must come to a recognition and
acknowledgment of his human weakness.
God can use human beings who know they
are weak. When someone knows he is 

Recommended Reading

What is faith?
How can you have a
loving, trusting rela-
tionship with God?
Be sure to request
your free copy of
the booklet You Can
Have Living Faith.
Please contact the
office in your country (or the country
nearest you) listed on page 2, or visit our
Web site at www.gnmagazine.org.



nothing to speak of physically, who
knows he can’t save himself, God can
teach and lead that person to serve Him
and mankind. Such a person knows the
credit belongs to God, not to himself.

Such was the case of young Timothy.
Ultimately he proved to be stronger than
any robust, masculine character, for he
would rely on God for his strength. Timo-
thy’s faith in God made him strong. This
is why God could use a young man who,
to others, might have seemed timid.

Paul and Timothy in Ephesus

Paul speaks of Timothy’s service with
him in Ephesus. “Paul, an apostle of
Jesus Christ, by the commandment of
God our Savior and the Lord Jesus
Christ, our hope, to Timothy, a true son
in the faith: Grace, mercy, and peace
from God our Father and Jesus Christ
our Lord. As I urged you when I went
into Macedonia—remain in Ephesus that
you may charge some that they teach no
other doctrine, nor give heed to fables and
endless genealogies, which cause disputes
rather than godly edification which is in
faith” (1 Timothy 1:1-4).

Paul called Timothy his true son in the
faith. When Paul said these words, he was
offering a compliment. He urged Timothy
to remain in Ephesus to oversee the congre-
gation there. That duty included insisting
that others not deviate from God’s truth 
in any way.

Paul also charged Timothy with instruct-
ing others not to listen to lies or myths 
about God and His truth, not to waste time
in unproductive, distracting issues. Paul
wanted Timothy to teach others the matters
of faith that would build the congregations
of God and encourage them to avoid end-
less debates that would detract from their
spiritual growth.

Paul moved on to Macedonia, leaving
Timothy to care for the church in Ephesus
(verse 3). He instructed his protégé on how
to care for the congregation and proper
worship (chapters 1 and 2), qualifications
of elders and deacons (chapter 3), teaching
sound doctrine (chapter 4) and dealing
with people (chapters 5 and 6). 

Paul urged Timothy: “If you instruct the
brethren in these things,you will be a good
minister of Jesus Christ, nourished in the
words of faith and of the good doctrine which
you have carefully followed . . . Let no one
despise your youth, but be an example to the
believers in word, in conduct, in love, in

spirit, in faith, in purity . . . Take heed to your-
self and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and
those who hear you” (1 Timothy 4:6-16).

These are but vignettes from the remark-
able life of a young evangelist. Space 
doesn’t allow for more in this article about
Timothy’s early years. Finally, let’s turn our
attention to his later years.

Timothy late in life

Timothy apparently visited Paul in Rome
when Paul was incarcerated. In two of
Paul’s epistles from prison, to the Philippi-
ans and Colossians, he sent greetings from
himself and Timothy (Philippians 1:1;
Colossians 1:1).

It appears that Timothy was also impris-
oned at one point, since Hebrews 13:23
refers to his being released. As He led Paul,
God was seasoning Timothy in the ways 
of a persecuted saint and minister of Christ.
We see no suggestion that he deviated from
what Paul had taught him. The Bible’s
silence speaks eloquently.

Legend has it that Timothy continued 
to minister to the congregation in Ephesus
and was martyred under the Roman
emperor Domitian (81-96) or Nerva 
(96-98) (Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 1964,

p. 1100). If this is true it would not be out 
of character for Timothy to continue to 
work with the church in Ephesus as a servant 
for another 20 or 30 years. Perhaps he also
served as an overseer for other congregations
in Asia Minor and Greece.

A positive conclusion

Paul chose young Timothy to serve 
with him based on the recommendations of
members of several congregations. Timothy
traveled with Paul, along with Luke, Sil-
vanus and others. As an evangelist, Timothy
helped bring God’s truth to gentiles and
Jews in a galvanizing way.

Let’s end where we started, in the book
of 2 Timothy. Paul wrote this second letter
from prison in Rome shortly before he died.
As he drew his letter to a close, Paul wrote:
“. . . The time has come for my departure. 
I have fought the good fight, I have finished
the race, I have kept the faith. Now there is
in store for me the crown of righteousness,
which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will
award to me on that day—and not only to
me, but also to all who have longed for his
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8, NIV).

These words make Paul’s opening com-
ments that much more poignant. He had

Timothy soon began to serve not only as a compan-
ion to Paul in his travels but as a pastor. After all, 
he had been personally trained by one of the most
zealous of the apostles, Paul himself. 
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What single factor could make 
the biggest difference in your
prospects for a successful career?

Many young people recognize educa-
tion as that factor. Among American teens,
63 percent of high-school graduates enroll
in college in the years they graduate, with
the proportion of young female students
(64.4 percent) slightly outpacing the num-
ber of young male students (61.4 percent).

How does education translate into earn-
ings? After the 1990 U.S. census (2000
data are not yet available), the Census
Bureau summarized the average lifetime
earnings of people who had attained vari-
ous levels of education. See the findings 
in the accompanying “Average Lifetime
Earnings” chart.

College no panacea

Some might look at these statistics and
decide a college degree is their ticket to a
quick personal fortune. They reason that 
it doesn’t matter what area of study they
choose; any degree is sufficient to ensure
they become rich.

But a college degree does not guarantee
success. Routes that promise quick and
easy riches seldom pay off in the long run.
As Proverbs 12:24 tells us: “Diligent hands
will rule, but laziness ends in slave labour”
(New International Version).

The problem with the get-rich-quick
approach is that many people blunder
through college, changing degree plans 
several times. When the going gets tough,
many simply drop out of school and grab
whatever job they can find—often at much
lower pay than they had planned on.

Some continue in college and find they
must study additional years because they
change their majors several times and 
need more classes to complete their altered
degree plans. Others graduate, but realize 
a few years into their careers they don’t 
like their chosen field. They feel trapped
because they think it’s too late to go back 
to college to retrain.

Why do these things happen? Often it’s
because these people have not given suffi-
cient thought to the future. They have not
planned their path of life. Proverbs 14:8
talks about this lack of foresight: “The 
wisdom of the prudent is to give thought 
to their ways, but the folly of fools is
deception” (NIV).

In other words, prudent people will pay
particular attention to their future. They
will work to gain knowledge to help chart
their course and put forth the effort to gain
understanding about themselves and their
future. The Proverbs talk about the differ-
ence between hard work and taking unnec-
essary chances: “The hand of the diligent

b y  K e n  Tr e y b i g

When two adults meet, one will almost invariably ask the
other, “What do you do?” Many people become what

they do; their jobs are their identity. But many people don’t
choose their occupations; they take whatever comes along and
plod along in that job for decades. As a result, many don’t par-
ticularly like what they are doing. They feel trapped but don’t
know how to get out of their rut.

Is there a better way to approach the business of earning a
living? Yes, there is. Instead of defining yourself by your job,
you can find a job that suits who you are.

Besides working with the career resources available in
most schools and communities, many books and Web sites are
available that can help you in your journey to a happy and
successful career. Here are some places to start:
• Do What You Are: Discover the Perfect Career for You

Through the Secrets of Personality Type, Paul Tieger and
Barbara Barron-Tieger, 1995. 

• The Pathfinder: How to Choose or Change Your Career for
a Lifetime of Satisfaction and Success, Nicholas Lore, 1998. 

• www.keirsey.com—Keirsey Temperament & Character
Sorter. 

• www.allhealth.com/onlinepsych/—Jungian Personality
Type Test.

• www.typelogic.com—Type profiles and related informa-
tion based on the four-letter type designations used in the
previously mentioned sources. 
If you need personal career counseling, be sure to seek out

a competent adviser.
—Teddi Treybig
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will rule . . .” (Proverbs 12:24). Proverbs
21:5 adds: “Steady plodding brings pros-
perity; hasty speculation brings poverty”
(Living Bible). Notice the Bible ties the
successful person to both diligence and
persistence.

Regrettably, Western society overempha-
sizes speed. Everything, from coffee to full
meals, must be available in a short time,
preferably instantly. It’s no wonder young
people have little encouragement to take 

the time to diligently search for a career that
fits their skills, aptitudes and personality.

Understand yourself

For some, because of specific interests
and skills, college is not the best route. One
of the world’s wealthiest men, Bill Gates
(the founder of Microsoft), dropped out 
of college to start his company instead of
completing his degree. Though he didn’t
get his degree, he managed to become the
richest man in the United States.

How do you know whether you should
go to college? What criteria should you use
to make that decision? Should you leave 
it to chance? Should you assume college 
is your best option? If so,will you work
toward an interesting and exciting future,
or will you end up bored and frustrated?

To find answers to these questions, you 

should first understand yourself—your
aptitudes, likes and dislikes. Analyze your
personality and determine the fields of
work that most suit you.

Some turn their hobbies—such as com-
puter skills, writing or photography—into
successful careers. This is where career
planning and an aptitude assessment can
be helpful. These will give you information
to make decisions based on facts rather
than guesses.

You can discover your skills and 
aptitudes. Trial and error is one method.
Although trial and error is usually accurate
in the long run, it takes valuable time and
can result in many failures along the way.

A better way is to make use of several
instruments specifically designed to help
you discover your skills and aptitudes. Once
you have gained the resulting information,
you’ll be better prepared to make decisions
that will more likely to lead to success.

Popular tools are the Myers-Briggs Type
Indicator and the Strong-Campbell Interest
Inventory (see “How to Find a Job That
Suits You,” page 28).

Spiritual principles first

Factors that can lead to financial success
do not complete the picture. A high wage,
salary or profit margin is not the ultimate
measure of accomplishment. Jesus Christ
knew the value of setting priorities: “For
what will it profit a man if he gains the
whole world, and loses his own soul?”
(Mark 8:36).

God does not measure success in dol-
lars earned or a positive cash flow. In the
Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 6:19-21)
Jesus pointed out that focusing on material
wealth can be futile. Material wealth is
subject to loss and theft. More important is
building spiritual assets that cannot be
depleted or stolen.

As Jesus emphasized in His sermon,
as important as earning a living may be, it
must never become more important than the
spiritual principles God reveals in the Bible.

Keep in mind that a balanced perspec-
tive on wealth is key to a successful career.

Next time we’ll take a closer look at how
the choices we make now can mesh with
the spiritual values we should consider that
can affect our future security. GN

Want to 
Learn More?
If you like our youth features in 

The Good News, take a look at  our
new E-magazine, Youth United, at

www.youthmagazine.org.

This magazine is specially written for
our younger Good News audience. 
Each issue is packed with helpful, eye-
opening articles to help today’s teens
and young adults get the most out 
of life—both now and in the future.

You’ll uncover  lots of fascinating facts,
meet many interesting people, discover
what’s really going on behind the scenes
in our world, learn answers to your
questions and find practical, down-to-
earth guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Check out www.youthmagazine.org
today—you’ll be amazed at all the 
fascinating things you’ll discover!

Recommended Reading

Looking for some good advice? You
may not realize it, but you probably
already own the best self-help book ever
published, one
that’s loaded with
practical, down-to-
earth advice to help
you be successful
in your career, mar-
riage, family rela-
tionships, finances,
friendships and
every other major aspect of life. That
book is your Bible. 

We’ve prepared a guide, Making Life
Work, to help you discover the Bible’s
principles for success. For your free copy
contact any of our offices listed on page 2,
or request or download it from our Web
site at www.gnmagazine.org.
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Prudent people will pay particular attention to their future. They
will work to gain knowledge to help chart their course and put forth
the effort to gain understanding about themselves and their future. 
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“One Nation—Under God?”
I enjoy your magazine and devour each

issue from cover to cover. I have found
much enjoyment and education in reading
your various publications. I just finished
reading “One Nation—Under God” in the
March-April issue. Relative to what was
written in the First Amendment of the Con-
stitution concerning religion and govern-
ment, I learned when I was in school that
our forefathers wanted to prevent our pay-
ing taxes to support a denomination not of
our own choosing. But they certainly never
intended to ban our Father from the class-
room. I hope I will no longer be here (I’m
almost 75) when the Almighty calls our
country to account for having evicted Him
from our schools.

J.W.H., West Jacksonville, Florida
The article “One Nation—Under God”

was outstanding. Keep up the good work.
G.N.G, Internet

Would Jesus keep Easter?
I was extremely delighted to read

“Would Jesus Keep Easter?” I have done
my own personal research about this holi-
day and came to the same conclusion stated
in your article. On a different note, I am
interested in knowing more about your 
doctrines. Could you direct me to a local
assembly or send me some literature for 
a thorough explanation?

E.M., Cincinnati, Ohio
One of our personal correspondents has

answered your question and mailed the
appropriate literature.

I read the article “Would Jesus Keep
Easter?” in the March-April issue. I com-
pletely agree with it. I think you should
write an article similar to it on the obser-
vance of Sunday as the Sabbath. You could
point out that, like Easter worship, Sunday
comes from a pagan holiday (worshiping
the sun). There is no biblical basis for wor-
shiping on the first day of the week.

M.D., Coshocton, Ohio
Interested readers may wish to request

our free booklet Sunset to Sunset: God’s
Sabbath Rest.

Does God exist?
You don’t have to be an expert to realize

that God is a fictional figure created by peo-
ple to have something to fall back on in
case of difficult times. If you look objec-
tively at what’s going on in the world, you
wake up and conclude that no sane being
would create this mess. If God exists, why
is He just looking and not doing a thing
about the pain? Give me a proof that He
exists and I will believe otherwise. We are
here by pure probability, a random event.

R.T., Brooklyn, New York
God has already done something about

all the pain in the world. He sent His Son 
to die for our sins (John 3:14-17) as an
important first step in His master plan of
bringing mankind into His everlasting
Kingdom. Other important steps are yet 
to follow. You can get the whole story by
requesting our free booklets God’s Holy
Day Plan: The Promise of Hope for All
Mankind and What Is Your Destiny?

The existence of so much suffering has led
many to conclude that God doesn’t exist or
is impotent to put an end to misery. Neither
assumption, however, is true. As for the evi-
dence that God exists, you need to read our
free booklets Life’s Ultimate Question: Does
God Exist? and Creation or Evolution: Does
It Matter What You Believe? The question of
human suffering—and the surprising
answer—is addressed in our new booklet
Why Does God Allow Suffering? All of our
booklets are available free of charge.
The Good News’Web site

I wanted to thank you for the great infor-
mation on your Web site. For a long time 
I have struggled with my faith. I couldn’t
seem to reconcile my real personal faith 
in the living Christ with all the beliefs 
I thought I had to go along with, like the
contradiction of a loving God who would
torture people eternally in hell.

I almost came to the conclusion that to
preserve my belief in a loving God I would
have to discard my Christian beliefs. 
I almost went over to New Age beliefs.
Reading your materials for me has been
like the clouds opening up. There are many
churches that don’t believe in hell, but most

of them don’t seem to preserve a true
respect for Jesus and His work. You have
made me to see that you don’t have to
throw out the baby with the bathwater.

J.S.A., Internet
Other readers may also be interested 

in our free booklet Heaven and Hell:What
Does the Bible Really Teach?
The United States and Britain 
in Bible prophecy

I want to thank you for your booklets
The United States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy and The Book of Revelation
Unveiled. I was impressed. I know many
Bible-prophecy scholars have tried to find
America in end-time events, and there are
various opinions as to who and what is
America in biblical prophecy. It’s a most
detailed and well-researched piece of mate-
rial, complete from Genesis to Revelation.

C.R., Rosharon, Texas
Readers grow in biblical understanding

For some nine months now you have
been gracious enough to send me a copy
of your free magazine. I agree with nearly
all of your points of view. I won’t call
them “doctrinal positions,” as I sense that
you are opposed to church doctrine as it
has evolved and is usually thought of in
greater Christendom.

Incidentally, I do have more than a bit of
“human knowledge,” faulty and misguided
as human understandings often are, on mat-
ters of God and His church. I have semi-
nary M.Div. training and have done exten-
sive studies in the historical development
and growth of Christian doctrines and prac-
tices. This knowledge leads me to agree
with nearly all of your points of view as
expressed in your various publications.

P.H., Waterloo, Ohio
You have the best there is on the Bible 

I have ever seen. I understand things so
much better than before. I don’t know who
gave you my address, but, whoever it was,
I am so grateful. I can’t wait to receive
more from you. The whole world should
read your booklets.

B.I., Bedford, Indiana



I really enjoy the literature you have
sent to me. I cannot find anything that 
I do not agree with. However, I know
many Christians who do not agree with
me. Nevertheless, I will not turn from the
truth, and I believe that your doctrine is
truth. It complements the Bible beautifully.

M.F.W.D., Salem, Oregon
One important principle is to practice

what the first-century Bereans did:
“. . . They received the word with all readi-
ness, and searched the Scriptures daily to
find out whether these things were so”
(Acts 17:11). Also, our readers may wish to
request the free booklet How to Understand
the Bible.
Bible Study Course

Your Bible Study Course is superb! Fan-
tastic! I wholeheartedly love the way it has
been presented. Coupled with this are the
well-written backup booklets. And all these
for free. English is not my official lan-
guage, nevertheless I haven’t any problem
in perusing the contents. Not only do I look
up every reference, but copy them all out. 
It takes a little more time, but by following
this method it is helpful in remembering
what I’ve learned and useful upon review-
ing. I think I am ready for lesson two.

R.N., San Nicolas, Aruba,
Netherlands Antilles

You certainly are! Thank you for setting
an excellent example of how to get the most
out of the Bible Study Course.
Waiting-room copies

This morning I was making a regular
visit to see my doctor. While there,
I picked up an interesting magazine, The
Good News. This was my first encounter
with your publication. I also ran across 
two booklets that you are making avail-
able: The United States and Britain in
Bible Prophecy and The Gospel of the
Kingdom. Based on how interesting your
magazine is, I also look forward to reading
the above-mentioned material.

W.K.F., Washington, Pennsylvania
Thank you for The Good News. My 

sister was in the hospital this summer, and
while visiting her I found an issue in the
magazine rack. I had several hours to wait
so I started reading it. I found it agreed
with my thinking about biblical matters.
Enclosed is a small amount to help with
the work. It’s not to pay for anything,

since I believe, like you, God’s Word
should be free.

W.H., Indianapolis, Indiana
Thank your for your donation so that

others may share The Good News.
Reader from Nigeria

I received your booklet Is the Bible
True? Guess what! I was in a youth
church last week and the issue of the age
of the earth was brought up. They asked
me questions (as their pastor). If I had 
not read your literature, I would have been
a failure. Please, I need the edition [of 
The Good News] that discusses abortion
because our government is on the verge 
of legalizing abortion.

D.O., Lagos, Nigeria
Reader from the Philippines

I would like to thank you for the maga-
zines that you’re sending us. I am a 17-
year-old college freshman. I was delivered
into this world with no knowledge about
God. At the age of 11 I became curious
about the Bible and started reading it but
couldn’t understand what it really meant.
Then as the years went by I got bored and
lost interest in reading the Bible. One day 
I received a Christian magazine from you.
Every time I read it, I feel like I am again
becoming interested in the gospel.

I.M.D., Philippines
10-year-old reader

I am 10 years old. I like to read your
magazines, but it’s kind of hard for me to
understand them. Can you recommend a
book that I might understand better?

K.H., Internet
Thank you for your message and your

kind comment. We understand your interest
in finding information written for younger
age-groups. The United Church of God
recently started an Internet magazine called
Youth United (www.youthmagazine.org).
It’s particularly designed with young people
in mind and should be of help. You might
also talk to your parents about reading cer-
tain articles with you.

Published letters may be edited for clar-
ity and space. Address your letters to The
Good News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio
45254, U.S.A., or E-mail gninfo@ucg.org
(please be sure to include your full name,
city, state or province, and country).
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begun by writing to his “beloved son”: “I
thank God . . . as without ceasing I remember
you in my prayers night and day, greatly
desiring to see you, being mindful of your
tears, that I may be filled with joy, when I call
to remembrance the genuine faith that is in
you, which dwelt first in your grandmother
Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am per-
suaded is in you also” (2 Timothy 1:3-5).

Paul encouraged Timothy to hold fast,
to remain faithful, to keep his calling in
sight and to inspire others to do the same.

Paul “greatly desired” to see his beloved
friend and longtime companion one last
time. “Do your best to come to me quickly,”
he urged (2 Timothy 4:9, NIV). Other long-
standing companions had deserted him
(verses 10, 16). Time was running out for
Paul and he knew it.

We don’t know whether Paul and Timo-
thy saw each other again, but we do know
that Paul and his son in the faith will be
reunited under the most positive circum-
stances. “I can tell you this directly from the
Lord: that we who are still living when the
Lord returns will not rise to meet him ahead
of those who are in their graves,” wrote Paul
(1 Thessalonians 4:15, Living Bible).

When Christ returns He will set up the
Kingdom of God at Jerusalem. “And in that
day His [the Messiah’s] feet will stand on
the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem
on the east” (Zechariah 14:4). Timothy,
along with Paul, will be with the returning
Christ, as will all God’s faithful servants
through the ages. “For the Lord Himself
will descend from heaven . . .  And the dead
in Christ will rise first. Then we who are
alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in
the air. And thus we shall always be with the
Lord” (1 Thessalonians 4:16-17).

One of the great lessons we learn from
Timothy is to practice genuine faith. In this
he followed the example of our Savior. You
can find Jesus’faith in His example and
apply it by following His advice: “‘You shall
love the LORD your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, and with all your mind.’
This is the first and great commandment.
And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your
neighbor as yourself’” (Matthew 22:37-40).

The young evangelist Timothy will
always be remembered for his genuine faith.
May you be remembered likewise. GN

Timothy
Continued from page 27



We’re all interested in what the future
holds. What can we expect in the com-
ing months and years? Is there a way 

to know what lies ahead? Where should we
look for answers? How will future events affect
our families and loved ones? 

Human efforts at predict-
ing the future are notoriously
inaccurate. Self-proclaimed
prophets have been proven
wrong time and time again.
But there is a sure way to
know what the future holds.
It’s written in advance in the
pages of the Bible.

The book of Revelation—the last book in the
Bible—is, to many people, its most puzzling.
They find its strange symbols and images con-
fusing and mysterious. But it need not be so.
The book’s very name means a revealing, an

opening up to understanding. Its first verse tells
us it was written to reveal “things which must
shortly take place.”

We’ve prepared an exciting, eye-opening new
booklet—The Book of Revelation Unveiled—to
help you understand what will take place in the
days ahead. This 32-page full-color booklet will
take you through the major themes of the book
of Revelation, helping you discover how it all
fits together. In this booklet you’ll learn tomor-
row’s headlines today, discovering the major
trends and events that will shape the world in
the days ahead. You can’t afford to be without
this priceless knowledge.

For your free copy, contact any of our offices
listed on page 2, or visit our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org.
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