
ne hundred years ago, as now,
there was talk of China opening

up. Then, as now, China had been going
through a period of rapid and signifi-
cant change. Then, as now, her relations
with the rest of the world were often
traumatic. 

Then, as now, there was much
resistance to foreign influence while
other forces strove to modernize the
country. Then, as now, foreign ideas
were not welcome. Then, as now,
Western business interests saw China,
with one fifth of the worldÕs population,
as a potentially profitable market pro-
viding them with endless opportunities
to make money. Then, as now, Western

liberal reformers hoped for democracy
in China, while missionaries hoped the
country would more readily embrace
their beliefs.

Perhaps this time it will be differ-
ent. Perhaps. Perhaps not. 

For thousands of years, the Chinese
had always been a self-sufficient nation
with a highly developed culture. When
Europeans first arrived in the 16th cen-
tury wanting to trade, the Chinese felt
no great need to do business with them.
Nor did they think the foreigners had
anything to offer them.

The Europeans continued to push,
seeing this potentially lucrative market
just waiting to open up. A series of con-

flicts in the 19th century led to the
Chinese being forced into signing trad-
ing pacts, granting the Europeans trad-
ing posts along the coast and special
trading rights. These treaties humiliated
the ruling Manchu dynasty that had
been in power since 1644. Europeans
demanded and received the right of set-
tlement in designated areas reserved for
them and were not subject to Chinese
law.

A great source of grievance was the
foreign missionaries to whom the
treaties gave the right to reside and
preach inland. These missionaries were
perceived to be destroying the national
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Is China Really “Opening
Up” to the West?

By a remarkable coincidence, controversial international trade agreements that are opening up China
to America and the European Union come exactly 100 years after a previous disastrous opening.
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way of lifeÑthe nationÕs social cohe-
sion that went back thousands of years.
Chinese converts stopped participating
in community life and withdrew their
financial support, which meant that
others had to make up the difference.

Realizing its weakness in the face
of Western encroachment, the Chinese
embarked upon a policy of Òself-
strengthening,Ó building navy yards and
arsenals and their first railway. This did
not prevent more loss of territory to
Europeans who had recently divided the

African continent between themselves
and saw China as their next victim.

In 1894 and 1895 came the most
humiliating defeat of all against the
despised and ÒinferiorÓ nation of Japan. 

This war worsened the internal cri-
sis in China. The province of Shandong
was already in severe economic depres-
sion before the war. Added to this was a
large influx of demobilized and defeat-
ed troops, combined with great num-
bers of refugees who came north to
escape floods, drought and famine. To
make matters worse, severe drought hit
the province itself in two successive
years, 1898 and 1899. Paradoxically,
that first summer the Huang He River
overflowed and flooded the entire
Shandong Plain. 

Boxer Rebellion

The central government was
unable to deal with the floodwaters, a
traditional sign that the dynasty was

about to fall having Òlost the mandate of
heaven to rule.Ó Blame was also placed
on the foreigners who had upset the
feng-shui, the spirits of land and water.
The country was ripe for revolution and
the BoxersÕ slogan, ÒOverthrow the
ChÕing (Manchu); destroy the foreigner,Ó
appealed to the masses.

The official name of their organiza-
tion was ÒRighteous and Harmonious
Fists.Ó Westerners called them
ÒBoxersÓ because of their ritualistic
system of calisthenics, which aimed at
full harmonization of the mind and

m u s c l e s
preparato-
ry to bat-
tle. To the
uninitiat-
ed, these
exercises
resembled
boxing.

T h e
B o x e r s Õ
influence
s p r e a d .
After suf-
fering a
defeat at
the hands

of Imperial troops, the Boxers dropped
their animosity to the dynasty, which by
now had found common ground with
the Boxers against the hated foreigners.
Massacres of Chinese converts and
Western missionaries began in earnest.
The reason? The Western missionaries
had brought in strange religious beliefs
that had supposedly angered the tradi-
tional gods. European and American
men, women and children were pub-
licly beheaded as foreigners were hunt-
ed down and killed.

After killing the missionaries,
Imperial troops and the Boxers turned
their attention to the embassies at
Beijing. The Legation Quarter was sur-
rounded and a siege began that lasted
55 days. Because of poor communica-
tions, the rest of the world knew noth-
ing of what was going on. When news
of the siege finally did reach the
Western press, it was thought that
everybody was dead. For these reasons,
Western nations took their time in send-

ing military forces to Beijing to liberate
their citizens. 

Diplomats, businessmen, mission-
aries, their families and their converts
were all confined to a small area of
Beijing, frequently subject to hostile
acts by the Boxers and the Imperial
troops that besieged their compounds.
They had little food and ammunition.
Both had to be rationed out. The
besieged were finally liberated when
allied troops arrived in the middle of
August.

The siege and its aftermath brought
out interesting national traits that were
harbingers of the century ahead. It took
time for the Western nations to coordi-
nate their efforts. As is still the case
today, the Anglo-Saxons led the way. In
1900, the British were in the lead.
Today, it is the Americans. 

None of the nations involved had a
good word to say about the French who
often delayed things so that their honor
and glory could be seen. (The French
insisted that final victory be delayed
until their forces arrived.) The Germans
fueled racial tension when the kaiser
talked of the ÒYellow Peril.Ó Russian
soldiers turned up with no supplies and
astounded everybody by being able to
live off the alien land. 

Everyone spoke highly of the
Japanese who were the most disciplined
of all the forces. They continued fight-
ing even when the battle was won
because they had lost their commander
and there was no one to give them the
order to quit. 

The Italians were the only military
force to retreat. The Americans would
not accept authority, while the British
naturally took command and continued
to dress for dinner. The Americans
insisted that the peace terms imposed
upon the Chinese should be generous.
Six decades later, Hollywood was to
make a movie of the siege that got
everything wrong!

A century of turmoil

ChinaÕs decline continued. The
Manchu dynasty collapsed a few years
later, replaced by a fledgling republic
that was wracked by internal divisions.
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Eventually two forces fought for domi-
nationÑthe pro-Western Kuomintang
and the Communist Party led by Mao
Zedong. Internal division enabled the
Japanese to continue their aggression
against the Chinese. The Japanese were
to conquer a great deal of China, only
withdrawing after the Allied victory
over Japan in 1945. 

Civil war then followed until the
Communist Party triumphed in 1949.
Anti-Western forces had won.
Foreigners were expelled from
Mainland China. MaoÕs Cultural
Revolution (1966-69) was aimed at
expunging all foreign influences from
China. His followersÕ excesses resulted
in the deaths of an estimated 25 million
peopleÑall Chinese supposedly tainted
by Western customs.

MaoÕs Great Leap Forward was
actually many strides backwards.
Collectivization of farms led to severe
famine and industry collapsed. His suc-
cessors had to face the fact that com-
munism wasnÕt working. At the same
time, the party had to remain in control.
Economic reforms began that allowed
limited free enterprise. 

Now, 20 years later, the PeoplesÕ
Republic of China is a communist
country that isnÕt communist.
Capitalism is actually encouraged while
democracy is forbidden. The Chinese
leadership does not want China to go
the way of neighboring Russia where
chaos has replaced the authority of the
Communist Party. In China, the party
remains firmly in control while giving

the people the hope of
greater prosperity. 

A n t i - f o r e i g n
sentiment continued
after Mao. In the
1990s the British and
Portuguese lost con-
trol of Hong Kong
and Macau. Now
pressure is on Taiwan
to come back under
the rule of Beijing.
Taiwan was lost to
the Japanese in the
1895 war and is now
seen as an American
satellite, the last

humiliation still endured by the
Chinese people.

China has come a long way since
the siege at Beijing a century ago. If a
similar siege took place today, no
Western power or combination of pow-
ers would risk sending forces into
China. China has the upper hand in its
dealings with the West.

Contemporary Chinese attitudes
toward foreigners are best summed up
in an anecdote told of former U.S.
Secretary of State Henry Kissinger, the
architect of AmericaÕs rapprochement
with China in 1972. Kissinger asked the
Chinese leader what he thought of the
United States. His response was, ÒItÕs
too early to tell.Ó With a continuous civ-
ilization that goes back longer than any
other on earth, the Chinese do not feel
that they have anything to learn from
foreigners. They would certainly not be
preached to by a republic that was only
two centuries old. When it comes to
human rights, a major concern in
Washington, the Chinese react by
reminding Americans that their streets
and schools are a lot safer than those in
the United States, so there is nothing
they can learn from the U.S.

Over 2,000 years ago, the Chinese
built the Great Wall to keep out for-
eigners and their influences. This men-
tality hasnÕt changed. Trade with the
West will be permitted but strictly con-
trolled. Looking at the historical record,
any perceived threat to the authority of
the Chinese government and the
Chinese way of life will be dealt with

swiftly and severely. ÒOpening upÓ will
only go so far. 

Unless, of course, the ruling
Communist Party cannot save the peo-
ple when the Huang He River next
overflows and is perceived to have Òlost
the mandate of heaven to rule.Ó

Tidings from the east

Interestingly, the Bible shows us
that at the time of the end, before the
return of Jesus Christ, the world will be

dominated by a commercial, political
and military union of 10 kings that
combine power with the beast and rule
for a short period. Daniel 11:44 shows
that the power occupying the Middle
East will be troubled by news from the
east and the north and will attack these
threats. 

In the final scenario, an army of
200 million will come from the east,
beyond the Euphrates, to fight against
this aggressive power that will seek to
conquer the earth (Revelation 9:13Ð16).
With the sounding of the sixth trumpet,
a full-scale international conflagration
will erupt. Against this background, all
the other events of the time of the end
unfold.

China is a vast Asian power with
the resources that could fulfill these
prophetic visions. Its land stretches
from the shores of the Pacific to the
borders of Pakistan, and from the
deserts of Asia to the Tibetan

McDonalds seen from Tiananmen Square in Beijing

Modern Shanghai shows
Western influence

(See ÒCHINA,Ó page 15)
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n May 24, the U.S. House of
Representatives voted decisively to

grant permanent normal trade relations (PNTR)
with China. The vote came after an intense lob-
bying effort on the part of the Clinton administra-
tion that has an interesting legacy of relations
with this Asian giant. Three former U.S. presi-
dents and a host of top foreign policy experts
came out in support of this measure. The Senate
is expected to ratify this move when it comes
before them.

This vote is a stepping-stone to ChinaÕs later
expected entry into the World Trade
Organization. Proponents of this bill say that
American business will benefit from easier
access to the vast Chinese consumer market.
Tariffs would be reduced and trade would be
expanded. American businesses hope for greater
distribution of consumer items, which in turn
would translate into more jobs for American
workers. 

Opponents say that the United States gives
up far more than it gains. It gives up its right to
unilateral trade restrictions. Since 1992, China
has signed four agreements with the United
States. According to a recent article in The
Economist, China has only complied satisfactori-
ly with one of those agreements, the one that pro-
tects intellectual property rights. It rated compli-
ance with the other three (dealing with the envi-
ronment, nuclear proliferation and private com-
mercial disputes) as fair, Òa bit less soÓ and bad
(May 20, 2000, p. 21). Whether China will play
according to the agreed rules of todayÕs global
economy is suspect in some circles.

Human rights

Another issue of concern is ChinaÕs record
on human rights. Does this agreement give

endorsement to grave violations by the
Communist leadership? The Clinton administra-
tionÕs own annual report on human rights in
China found that ChinaÕs Òpoor human-rights
record deteriorated markedly throughout [1999]
as the government intensified efforts to suppress
dissentÓ (ibid.). 

Historically, the concern over human rights
issues usually loses out to trade and economic
development. In todayÕs world, it is felt that open
markets between countries lead to greater person-
al freedoms for the worldÕs citizens. 

On the day before the vote, the Wall Street
Journal had this to say: ÒBeyond all this, there is
a final, most important reason to grant China
PNTR. For 30 years the U.S. has worked to
bring China more fully into the community of
nations, and to promote both economic develop-
ment and a more liberal society. The policy has
been working. Anyone who saw China in the
early 1980s and compares it with today must be
amazed. Bicycles and drab Mao suits have mor-
phed into traffic jams and bright fashions; the
freedom and the range of individual choices
available to the average person has [sic] expand-
ed exponentially. After years of estrangement,
China is asking to join the international commu-
nity. To turn it down at the very moment it is
moving in the direction we have desired would
be a tragic and historic mistakeÓ (Internet edi-
tion, May 23, 2000).

Great expectations about free market

The prevailing feeling today is that poorer
nations will reach a greater level of freedom,
democracy and prosperity as they are brought
into the global economic community. True, there
is some evidence that leads one to think the road
to world peace can be achieved by free market

Trade With China—Road
to Utopia or Conflict?

Free trade has been hyped as the solution to almost everything. But how will peace really come?

by Darris McNeely

OO

The U.S. House
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normal trade
relations (PNTR)
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vote is a
stepping-stone
to China’s later
expected entry
into the World
Trade
Organization.



economics and the accountability that
brings. 

After the House vote, the Wall Street
Journal printed another editorial show-
ing the impact of the free market on mod-
ern China. It said: Ò...the China of
Chairman Mao could kill millions of its
own people and no one noticed; the
China of Deng Xiaoping tried the same
formula in 1989 and outraged the world
and wrote its own, ultimate death sen-
tence. For all the Communist PartyÕs
undeniable abuses, it would be hard to
find someone who thinks the China we
see on May Day 2000 is not freer and
better off than the China of May Day
1979, before Deng Xiaoping opened its
door to outside economic interests. That
process will now continue and hastenÓ
(May 26, 2000).

The article concluded with this
thought: ÒIt is the very self-interest of
economic development spurred by out-
side forces that gives leaders in develop-
ing nations incentives to do the right
thing even when their hearts arenÕt in it.
It is this dynamic that carried the day in
Congress this week, one that holds out
the promise of making this coming cen-
tury a much more promising one for the
billions living with the isolation of pover-
ty or oppression or bothÓ (ibid.).

Proponents of free trade have long
preached with evangelistic fervor that the
way to end strife among nations and
bring peace to the world is through mar-
ket economics. This current period of
globalization is but one more round in
manÕs efforts to create a utopia of his
own device through free and open trade
between the nations. 

In the 1830s during another period
of globalization, economic theorists pro-
claimed this message in England. Henry
Fairbain boldly proclaimed this vision of
a world based on free trade. ÒSeeing
then, that in the natural order of things
the triumph of Free Trade principles is
now inevitable, magnificent indeed are
the prospects that are opening for
mankind. Nations will become united in
the golden bands of peace; science, liber-
ty and abundance will reign among the
inhabitants of the earth; nations will no
longer be seen to descend and decline;
human life will become prolonged and

refined; years will become centuries in
the development of the blessings of exis-
tence; and even now the eye can reach to
the age when one language, one religion,
and one nation alone will be existing in
the worldÓ (The Great Betrayal, Patrick
J. Buchanan, 1998, p. 187). (See the
August 1999 issue of World News and
Prophecy for a review of this book.)

This expression of human pride
echoes the account in Genesis 11 where
Nimrod at Babel attempted to bring the
families of the earth together in the first
attempt at globalization. To prevent the
fragmenting of talent and wealth, he tried
to create a society whose goals were
opposed to those of God, the Creator. It
was the first of many efforts to create a
human substitute for the Kingdom of
God on earth. God prevented that effort
just as He has every subsequent one. 

Global system prophesied

Prophecy shows there will be one
final attempt to create a global system
that promises peace and prosperity. This
system is described in Revelation 13 as a
beast that arises from among the nations
and inherits authority and worshipful
obedience. Religious deception is com-
bined with a political and economic
power to deceive Òthose who dwell on
the earthÓ (verse 14). Those who refuse
to receive its identifying mark will not
participate and benefit economically
(verses 16Ð17). 

This final revival of a system that
dates to Nimrod and the Tower of Babel
will once more attempt to unite the
nations in a human utopia. A ÒpeaceÓ will
be enforced according to the rules laid
down by the leaders of this combine. Just
as the ancient Roman Empire enforced
its iron-willed ÒPax RomanaÓ over the
lands it conquered, so also this beast
power will create a peaceful and produc-
tive economic power. For a time, all the
nations will grow rich beyond their
dreams (Revelation 18:3). 

Verses 9 to 15 of Revelation 18
describe in detail just how extensive the
economic clout of this empire will be. All
manner of commodities will be bought
and sold among the nations creating a
once-in-a-lifetime economic miracle.

Verse 13Õs reference to the Òbodies and
souls of menÓ hints at the great human
cost that will be required to sustain this
culture. While the world may seem to be
spiritually motivated, God will strip away
this fa�ade, and men will weep and wail at
the agony in which this system comes
crashing down (verse 15). In the end, God
will bring this revived system to its knees
just as He did every previous incarnation. 

Peace impossible by 
free trade alone

Can free trade and economic pros-
perity alone create the conditions for uni-
versal peace and freedom for the peoples
of the world? Throughout the Scriptures,
God teaches against trusting in wealth
and uncertain riches. Reliance and faith
should be in God and in Him alone. The
Psalmist wrote, ÒUnless the LORD builds
the house, they labor in vain who build
itÓ (Psalm 127:1).

Free trade enthusiasts feel that the
barriers of race, ethnicity and religion,
which have been the cause of so much
strife and division, will be torn down and
that trade will unite the nations within
economic bands of dependency and pros-
perity. It is a very simplistic view of
human nature that ignores the inherent
self-interests of all groups. The ties of
race, religion and culture go very deep.
Economic policies alone will not change
the human heart. Prosperity, even on a
worldwide scale, will not end war among
the nations. One of the last deeds of this
economic combine of nations will be an
act of war (Revelation 17:16).

Nothing short of the Kingdom of
God, brought by the return of Jesus Christ,
will produce lasting peace among the
nations. In Revelation 11:15 we read,
ÒThen the seventh angel sounded: And
there were loud voices in heaven, saying,
ÔThe kingdoms of this world have become
the kingdoms of our Lord and of His
Christ, and He shall reign forever and
ever!Õ Ó 

No man-made economic system will
produce the conditions necessary for
peace and brotherhood among the
nations. The Kingdom of God will not be
created through the dollar, but by a
change of the heart (Jeremiah 31:33). v
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Why Is Everyone
Courting India?

Everyone seems to want stronger ties with India. The U.S., Japan and Germany all seek
India’s favor. Does this signal a change in Asian focus?

by Graemme Marshall

n the heels of U.S. President Bill
ClintonÕs tour of India in March,

Australian Foreign Minister Alexander
Downer (a strong critic of IndiaÕs bomb)
arrived in New Delhi on a fence-mending
trip. Soon after came the Turkish premier, a
Muslim leader who disapproves of
PakistanÕs military rule. The diplomatic traf-
fic went both ways as IndiaÕs defense minis-
ter visited Japan and Vietnam. WhatÕs behind
this flurry of diplomatic activity? 

Indian strategists see it as an overdue
recognition of their countryÕs world status
following nuclear tests in 1998. There are
signs of an informal security-cooperation
chain forming between India, Japan and
VietnamÑall of which share a common
strategic concern over China. 

IndiaÕs foreign minister, Jaswant Singh,
maintains this is merely IndiaÕs belated due.
ÒWe export no destabilizing or even disturbing
ideology,Ó he says. ÒWe have no expansionist
designs and we desire no oneÕs land.
Civilizationally and culturally, IndiaÕs presence
in Asia is a soothing presenceÓ (Far Eastern
Economic Review, April 13, 2000, p. 20).

U.S. interest

In May 1998, India stunned the world by
setting off five nuclear explosions in the
Rajasthan desert. Nearly two years later,
talks between the U.S. and India have failed
to get India to the table to sign the
Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty to
halt nuclear testing. Back in March, Stephen
Cohen, a senior fellow at the Brookings
Institution (a Washington think tank) said
IndiaÕs failure to sign would make it harder

for New Delhi to Òextract economic and
technological concessions from the United
StatesÓ (Far Eastern Economic Review,
March 2000, p. 24).

This prediction fell apart with the
Clinton visit later that month when animosi-
ty between the two countries was put aside.
President Clinton toasted a Ònew beginningÓ
although he had recently described India as
Òthe most dangerous place in the world.Ó 

Behind-the-scenes security cooperation
has been going on for a long time. In 1995
and 1996, FBI experts became involved in
efforts to resolve the kidnapping of several
Westerners in Kashmir. Under a new agree-
ment between the two countries, the FBI is to
set up a station in New Delhi while its Indian
counterpart is to do the same in Washington.
During the Gulf War, India quietly granted
U.S. military craft refueling rights en route
to the Middle East. 

Accepting IndiaÕs nuclear status 

A U.S. administration source says the
Chinese Òwould like the U.S. to bear the bur-
den of stripping India of its nuclear capability.
ThatÕs not going to happenÓ (ibid., p. 23).
Why the Chinese reluctance and now the U.S.
acceptance of the nuclear status of India?

President ClintonÕs visit was seen as a
celebration of democracy in Asia, with India
at its center. Some U.S. voices are clamoring
for a broader reorienting of Asia policyÑin
IndiaÕs favor and away from strategic part-
nership with China. They believe that a part-
nership with India would better serve U.S.
interests, because they see India as a democ-
racy unlike China.

What’s
behind this
flurry of
diplomatic
activity?
Indian
strategists see
it as an
overdue
recognition of
their country’s
world status
following
nuclear tests
in 1998.
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Economically, the U.S. is IndiaÕs
largest market and largest foreign
investor. IndiaÕs large body of com-
puter programmers has helped fuel
the Silicon Valley boom. In recent
years, major U.S. high-tech firms
have moved to India to take advan-
tage of its talent pool and cheap
skilled labor.

Americans hope, too, that grow-
ing ties may hasten economic reform
in India.

Indian navy combats piracy

While IndiaÕs nuclear weapons
and emergent high-tech industry are
giving it new respectability, its siz-
able navy has proved a key in New
DelhiÕs efforts to claim a regional
security role. This year, the navy
demonstrated its muscle by recover-
ing a Japanese ship that had been
hijacked by pirates. India has forged
new security ties with both Japan and
Vietnam and is more assertive
towards China. 

Japan was among the countries
that strongly denounced IndiaÕs bomb,
backing its words by suspending near-
ly $4 million in aid. Along with
Washington, Tokyo since has come to
accept IndiaÕs nuclear status as fact. 

Japan remains the top investor in
India and has come to appreciate the
growing Indian naval power in main-
taining the security of sea traffic
through the Indian Ocean. Japanese

coast guard ships, along with Indian
vessels, plan joint training in tackling
piracy. Their cooperation is more

than a concern for pirates.
Unresolved territorial disputes in the
South China Sea make the area
volatile. IndiaÕs defense minister
said: ÒA strong India, economically
and militarily well-endowed, will be
a very solid agent to see that the sea-
lanes are not disturbed and that con-
flict situations are containedÓ (Far
Eastern Economic Review, April 13,
2000, p. 20).

India has made a similar joint
naval training offer to Vietnam to com-
bat piracy. The Vietnamese army, mas-
ters of guerrilla warfare, will train
Indian officers in jungle fighting and
counterinsurgency, an art in strong
demand in Kashmir. In return, India

will repair and overhaul Russian MIG
aircraft belonging to the Vietnamese
air force and train its pilots. India will
also help Vietnam set up its defense
industry for manufacturing small and
medium weapons.

All this activity, of course, pro-
duces mild alarm bells in Beijing.
The Indian response is for China to
quit keeping the Pakistani arsenal in
business. 

Germany seeks IndiaÕs help

Why would Germany have an
interest in India? Because Europe has
a tech-skills gap that cannot be satis-
fied locally. The computer-savvy
Indians have for years helped fuel the
rise of AmericaÕs Silicon Valley. Now
Europe wants to attract some of
BangaloreÕs cyber elite. 

To do that, German Chancellor
Gerhard Schroeder unveiled a special
program last March to lure some of
IndiaÕs best and brightest to
Germany. This is in the form of spe-
cial five-year work visas. The task
will not be easy as many Europeans
still view immigration as unskilled
labor and lost jobs. Despite the prob-
lems, GermanyÕs high-tech ambitions
and skill shortages are shared by its
European Union partners. As
European Commission President
Romano Prodi says, Òbuilding e-
Europe is top on the agenda.Ó 

Asian volatility

India, Pakistan and Bangladesh
together form the second most popu-
lous region in the world after China.
Both India and Pakistan have missile
and nuclear capability. ItÕs a disparate
areaÑPakistan and Bangladesh are
mostly Muslim, while India is primar-
ily Hindu. The U.S., Japan and
Germany all recognize the economic
and military emergence of India. 

What role will the new India,
along with China, play in prophecy?
ThatÕs a question to keep in mind, as
the focus shifts towards India, adding
to the complexity of Asian aspira-
tions in the region. v
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India’s navy trains at the INS Chilka base (source: inschilka.aiol.com)

While India’s nuclear
weapons and high-tech

industry are giving it
new respectability, its

sizable navy has proved
a key in New Delhi’s

efforts to claim a
regional security role.
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ow many people in the year 1900 could
have foretold some of the amazing scien-

tific inventions of the 20th century? Only a very
few. Perhaps visionaries such as Jules Verne and
H.G. Wells could have imagined a world of flying
and submersible machines or spaceships going to
the moon. But certainly even they could not have
envisioned a world driven by computer and atom-
ic power.

Now, in the year 2000, it is indeed an intrepid
soul who dares to predict what the 21st century
will hold. Yet some scientists are already boldly
drawing a rough outline of the future. 

ÒThe past hundred years began with the horse
and carriage, the ink pen and ledger,Ó reports the
French Agency Press (AFP). ÒKnowledge was con-
fined to libraries and a tiny elite, and diseases, epi-
demics and deformities could brutally truncate
lives. It ends with robot emissaries from the earth to
the farthest bound of the solar system; e-mail and
live satellite TV; the democratization of knowledge
through the Internet; and medical breakthroughs
that have made the plague, smallpox and cataracts
the stuff of Bible stories. And more miracles are in
the pipeline, as the century of physics yields to the
century of biotechnologyÓ (November 28, 1999,
emphasis added throughout).

The Biotech Age is upon us, whether we like
it or not. Perhaps as early as this month, the human
genome, which contains all the genetic informa-
tion that makes up a human being, will be com-
pletely mapped. Some scientists are already com-
paring this feat with the creation of the periodic
table of elements. Now there will be a table of
genes that, for the first time, will give man the
knowledge not only to shape matter, but himself.

ÒIn just a few short years,Ó comments science
writer Mark Ridley, Òwe will have moved from
knowing almost nothing about our genes to know-

ing everything. I genuinely believe
that we are living through the greatest
intellectual moment in history. Bar
noneÓ (ibid.).

A terrifying dimension

ÒYet there is also a dark side,Ó the same AFP
article cautions. ÒThe 20th century began promis-
ingly, with a shining faith in science as a vehicle for
human progress. As Jules Verne optimistically
declared, ÔWhatever one man is capable of con-
ceiving, other men will be able to achieve.ÕBut two
World Wars and a Cold War harnessed many bril-
liant minds to the business of destruction rather
than progress. On the brink of the 21st century, the
attitude towards what goes on behind laboratory
walls is frequently [tainted] with fear and cynicism. 

ÒTwo of the greatest breakthroughs in knowl-
edgeÑatomic fission and DNAÑhave brought
two of the greatest perils: the proliferation of
nuclear weapons and the risk of human cloning.
ÔScience has increased manÕs control over nature,
and might therefore be supposed likely to increase
his happiness and well-being,Õ the philosopher
Bertrand Russell once wrote. ÔThis would be the
case if men were rational, but in fact [we] are bun-
dles of passions and instinctsÕ Ó (ibid.).

Intelligent bio-robots

Another warning voice comes from Bill Joy,
chief scientist and cofounder of a leading technol-
ogy company, Sun Microsystems. He is one of the
privileged few who is on the cutting edge of the
biotech business. Why is he so concerned about the
future? He has an interesting story to tell.

After delivering a lecture at a conference on
technology, Bill Joy listened as Ray Kurzweil, the

The Ominous GNR
Revolution

The Biotech Age brings new and terrifying scenarios. How might the explosion of knowledge
of genetics, nanotechnology and robotics (GNR) change our world?

by Mario Seiglie

HH

“The 21st
century
technologies—
genetics, nano-
technology
and robotics
(GNR)—are so
powerful that
they can
spawn whole
new classes of
accidents and
abuses.”



inventor of the first reading machine for
the blind, predicted that the accelerated
improvement in technology will produce
superintelligent robots in the decades just
ahead.

ÒI already knew that new technolo-
gies like genetic engineering and nano-
technology [the building of microscopic-
size machines] were giving us the
power to remake the world,Ó comment-
ed Bill Joy, Òbut a realistic and immi-
nent scenario for intelligent robots sur-
prised me.... We already have our first
pet robots, as well as commercially
available genetic engineering tech-
niques...Ó (ÒWhy the Future DoesnÕt
Need Us,Ó Wired, April 2000).

He continues, ÒThe 21st century tech-
nologiesÑgenetics, nanotechnology and
robotics (GNR)Ñare so powerful that they
can spawn whole new classes of accidents
and abuses. Most dangerously, for the first
time, these accidents and abuses are wide-
ly within the reach of individuals or small
groups. They will not require large facili-
ties or rare raw materials. Knowledge
alone will enable the use of them. 

ÒThus we have the possibility not just
of weapons of mass destruction (WMD)
but of knowledge-enabled mass destruc-
tion (KMD), this destructiveness hugely
amplified by the power of self-replication.
I think it is no exaggeration to say that we
are on the cusp of the further perfection of
extreme evil, an evil whose possibility
spreads well beyond that which weapons
of mass destruction bequeathed to the
nation states, on to a surprising and terri-
ble empowerment of extreme individualsÓ
(ibid.).

Can GNR tech be controlled?

As we acquire the most powerful
form of physical knowledge yet con-
ceived, GNR technology, what can be
done to avoid its evil use? The 20th centu-
ry witnessed what happened after atomic
energy was discovered. It was used for
both good and evil. First it was used to
build two atomic bombs that were
dropped on Japan and effectively ended
World War IIÑbut started the dangerous
nuclear arms race. Afterwards, this same
atomic energy was used to generate elec-
tricity for the masses. 

Moreover, several times during the
rest of the 20th century, the world was on
the brink of using nuclear weapons again.
Thankfully, treaties, regulations and plain
ÒluckÓ have to this point prevented the
nuclear nightmare from becoming reality. 

Will the same hold for the GNR rev-
olution? Unfortunately, it will not be as
easy to harness GNR technology as it is to
control nuclear arms. 

ÒInternational treaties between
nations,Ó writes Michael Elliott for
Newsweek, Òmay prohibit the develop-
ment of GNR technologies into instru-
ments of war, just as they have in the case
of nuclear, biological and chemical
weapons. But those 20th century weapons
are made from rare natural resources like
uranium; GNR technologies, on the other
hand, depend on nothing more than the
manipulation of weightless informationÓ
(March 27, 2000, p. 2).

So the type of governmental control
of powerful technology that worked rela-
tively well in the past will be difficult to
implement in the GNR revolution. 

How genetics, nanotechnology
and robotics are merging

During the 21st century, not only will
atomic power continue to be a present
danger, but now the GNR revolution
brings a potential for an even greater dan-
ger. It could be our undoing. 

Already the cloning of animals and
human body parts is a reality. ÒUsing a
different form of cloning, a scientist in
America produced a human ear on the
back of a mouse,Ó reported BBC corre-
spondent Ian Kirby (May 21, 2000).

As genetics, nanotechnology and
robotics combine, man could eventually
create something smarter and more pow-
erful than himself. ÒFor Bill Joy,Ó adds the
Newsweek article, Òthe real danger from
GNR technologies comes from the fact
that they have the ability to produce mat-
ter that is Ôself-replicatingÕÑin other
words, that can breed. That leads to the
possibility of true horror, that an organism
accidentally created could simply obliter-
ate all other life on the planetÓ (ibid.).

Two Frankenstein scenarios

Bill Joy envisions two possible sce-
narios, when computer scientists succeed
in developing intelligent machines that
can do things better than human beings.
Already, an IBM machine has beaten the
worldÕs top player at chess and the chess
master has declined to challenge the com-
puter again. A machine is now smarter
than any human being in this intellectual
pursuit. How long will it be before anoth-
er machine will also exceed its creators in
a much more vital area of knowledge?

The first scenario in Bill JoyÕs night-
mare is that these supremely intelligent
machines will be allowed to make their own
decisions. Will humanity be at the mercy of
these machines, and become so dependent
on them they canÕt be turned off? 

The idea that man can create some-
thing that eventually outsmarts him is
called in scientific jargon Òthe gray goo
problem.Ó It is the nightmare scenario of
accidentally creating a GNR organism
that can reproduce and that eventually
succeeds, like the IBM machine against
the chess master, in defeating humans. To
preserve itself, it may decide to eliminate
other forms of life on the planet. ÒGray
goo would surely be a depressing end to
our human adventure on earth,Ó reflects
Joy. ÒAnd one that could stem from a sim-
ple laboratory experiment. OopsÓ (op. cit.,
Wired).

The second possibility is that humans
will manage to retain their control over
these superintelligent machines. Joy
quotes robot-builder Hans Moravec as
predicting that our main job in the 21st
century will be Òensuring continued coop-
eration from the robot industriesÓ by pass-
ing laws decreeing that they be ÒniceÓ and
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donÕt try to conquer us. Moravec then
goes on to describe how dangerous a
human can be Òonce transformed into an
unbounded superintelligent robotÓ by
downloading his consciousness into these
machines. All of this is still only a possi-
bility, not a reality, but scientists like Joy
are truly frightened.

ÒIn designing software and micro-
processors,Ó Joy ponders, ÒI have never
had the feeling that I was designing an
intelligent machine.... But now, with the
prospect of human-level computing
power in about 30 years, a new idea
suggests itself: that I may be working to
create tools which will enable the con-
struction of the technology that may
replace our species. How do I feel? Very
uncomfortableÓ (ibid.).

Is this how manÕs history ends? As a
species that accidentally creates a GNR
organism that eventually outwits and
destroys its intellectually inferior creator? 

What can be done?

What happens now, as man opens
another bottle of select knowledge and
unleashes an unknown genie upon the
world? If this knowledge turns out to be
too powerful and destructive, will he be
able to put the genie back in the bottle?

Bill Joy expresses it this way: ÒThe
new PandoraÕs boxes of genetics, nano-
technology and robotics are almost open,
yet we seem hardly to have noticed. Ideas
canÕt be put back in a box; unlike uranium
or plutonium, they donÕt need to be mined
and refined, and they can be freely copied.
Once they are out, they are outÓ (ibid.).

JoyÕs answer to this dilemma is estab-
lishing a policy of  relinquishmentÑa vol-
untary ban on certain technological areas
that are simply too dangerous to pursueÑ
signed by nations, commercial organiza-
tions and scientists. 

But, as Michael Elliott notes,
ÒVerifying such relinquishment would be
a nightmare, partly because any regime of
inspection would have to exist partly in
cyberspace. (By contrast, detecting
nuclear tests is childÕs play.) It follows that
any regime to control the development of
GNR technologies would inevitably
imply a massive invasion of privacyÓ
(Newsweek, March 27, 2000, p. 2).

On a practical level, this solution
does not appear very promising, but it
appears to be what governments will try to
do. As Professor Alan Linton of Bristol
University has written, ÒÔEvolution is a
manmade theory to explain the origin and
continuance of life on this planet without
reference to a Creator.Õ It is because of our
inability or refusal to accept the existence
of a guiding hand that nature has come to
be regarded as a system that can be engi-
neered for our own convenience or as a
nuisance to be evaded and manipulated,
and in which anything that happens can be
fixed by technology and human ingenu-
ityÓ (op. cit., Reith Lectures). 

Enter the Creator God

The Bible describes a scene very
reminiscent of the present society, where
Òmany shall run to and fro [a description
of worldwide travel], and knowledge shall
increase [science and technology
expand]Ó (Daniel 12:4). Daniel wanted to
know more. ÒThen I said, ÔMy lord, what
shall be the end of these things?Õ And he
said, ÔGo your way, Daniel, for the words
are closed up and sealed till the time of the
end. Many shall be purified, made white,
and refined, but the wicked shall do
wickedly; and none of the wicked shall
understand, but the wise shall understandÓ
(Daniel 12:8Ð10). 

God prophesied that man is destined
to go through some terrible punishments
for rebelling against Him and putting the
earth at risk. He has shown in the past that
He will intervene just before human
beings destroy themselves. ÒAnd unless
those days were shortened, no flesh would
be saved; but for the electÕs sake those
days will be shortenedÓ (Matthew 24:22).

When mankind defiantly built the
Tower of Babel and tried to reach up into
the heavens, God showed He was a hands-
on Creator. Unifying knowledge without
submitting to the Creator and His laws
will eventually produce chaos and
destruction, so God limited manÕs ability
to acquire knowledge by separating man
by languages. 

When sin reached universal levels
during NoahÕs day, universal punishment
came in the form of a worldwide flood,
thus leaving only righteous Noah and  his

family to renew GodÕs culture on the
earth. He also intervened in Sodom and
Gomorrah when sin again reached crisis
proportions and forcibly eliminated this
moral plague that threatened to spread its
sinful virus to the rest of the world.

ManÕs final destiny

Thankfully, God has looked into our
future and Ògray gooÓ is not the outcome
of manÕs history. He said, ÒLet Us make
man in Our image, according to Our like-
nessÓ (Genesis 1:26). Gray goo certainly
is not made in GodÕs image, nor is it the
final purpose God has for mankind. But if
mankind would be left on its own, who
knows what eventually would turn out due
to manÕs unbridled desires? 

Fortunately, God will not leave manÕs
destiny in his own hands. He has said,
ÒRemember the former things of old, for I
am God, and there is no other; I am God,
and there is none like Me, declaring the
end from the beginning, and from ancient
times things that are not yet done, saying,
ÔMy counsel shall stand, and I will do all
My pleasureÕÓ (Isaiah 46:9Ð10). Nothing
man will do can alter what God has pre-
destined for him, for He has promised to
intervene when it is necessary to carry out
His master planÑestablishing the
Kingdom of God.

So, as we find ourselves in the midst
of a new knowledge revolution, letÕs not
forget to include GodÕs knowledge revolu-
tionÑthe one described in the pages of the
Bible. Of all the different types of knowl-
edge, the most important is the one that
not only has to do with this life, but also
the next. 

The Bible puts man in his place by
saying, ÒThus says the LORD: ÔLet not the
wise man glory in his wisdom, let not the
mighty man glory in his might, nor let the
rich man glory in his riches; but let him
who glories glory in this, that he under-
stands and knows Me, that I am the LORD,
exercising lovingkindness, judgment, and
righteousness in the earth. For in these I
delightÕÓ (Jeremiah 9:23Ð24). 

It is comforting to know God is on
our side, and that He will see us through
this new and dangerous phase of history.
Considering the future, how much more
should we pray, ÒThy kingdom come!Ó v
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Saudi Prince Invests Billions in
Financial Markets

ItÕs a no-brainer to predict that the Internet will change the
lives of every citizen of planet earth! How the Internet will affect
everyone is not so easy to predict. Because the Internet is an
American invention and Wall Street is perceived to be the eco-
nomic engine that currently powers the worldÕs economies, per-
haps itÕs too easy to assume that both are under U.S. control.

Recent reports from Reuters and AP challenge that
assumption. A billionaire nephew of Saudi King Fahd, Prince
Alwaleed bin Talal used some of his Òdiscretionary fundsÓ to
make some investments in the depressed U.S. market on May
16. The prince has a little more than the average individual has
to investÑhis new investments are worth $1 billion! TheyÕre
spread over 15 U.S. companies, including six Internet firms.

His largest purchases were $200 million of WorldCom,
Inc. stock and $150 million of AT&T Corp. stock, but he also
picked up $50 million each of Priceline.com, InfoSpace, Inc.,
Doubleclick, Inc., Amazon.com, Internet Capital Group, Inc.,
and eBay.com.

This recent $1 billion investment is in addition to
another $1 billion that Prince Alwaleed has made over the
past six months in technology, media and telecommunications
companies. In addition to these recent investments, the prince
owns approximately $8.5 billion in Citibank stock.

In a prophecy focused across the ages, God forecast that
the ancient nation of Israel could expect its wealth to be taken
over and controlled by individuals from other nations. ÒThe
alien who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you,
and you shall come down lower and lowerÓ (Deuteronomy
28:43). This obviously undesirable turn of financial fortunes
would come as a consequence of failing to respect and live by
the Ten Commandments (Deuteronomy 28:15).

ÒShould Women Preach?Ó No, Say
Southern Baptists

ÒLet your women keep silent in the churches...for it is
shameful for women to speak in church,Ó wrote the apostle
Paul to Corinth (1 Corinthians 14:34Ð35). He mentored the
evangelist Timothy with the instruction, ÒAnd I do not permit
a woman to teach or to have authority over a man, but to be
in silenceÓ (1 Timothy 2:12).

The leadership of the Southern Baptists agrees, but they
may have difficulty convincing their 15.9 million members
and 41,000 congregations. They issued the following policy
statement on May 18: ÒWhile both men and women are gift-
ed for service of the church, the office of pastor is limited to
men as qualified by Scripture.Ó The new policy cannot be
imposed on their membership, but it must be ratified at their
upcoming annual meeting on June 13 and 14.

The proposed policy reverses current policy, which has
allowed approximately 1,600 women to be ordained into the
ministry of the Southern Baptists. Approximately 100 of these
women ministers pastor leading congregations. The new pol-
icy would not cause those women presently recognized as
ordained ministers to lose their credentials, but it would pre-
vent further ordinations.

Comments from some of those women who are presently
serving as elders indicate that opposition to the proposed policy
will be strong, even if the measure passes. Statements of oppo-
sition are framed with words like Òrepression,Ó as many see the
new proposal as indicative of unjust treatment of women. 

How do opponents deal with the seemingly plain state-
ments of the New Testament quoted above? They say that the
biblical statements about womenÕs service reflect the cultural
setting in which they were written, and that these guidelines
are not applicable in todayÕs world. 

Source: AP.

U.S. and Russian Arms Sales Make
U.A.E. a Formidable Military Power

Illustrating the strange twists and turns of Middle East
politics, Russia and the United States have sold the United
Arab Emirates (U.A.E.) enough military hardware to make it
one of the most formidable military powers in the Persian
Gulf. The United States sold the tiny country 80 F-16s, and
Russia recently provided the Emirates a top-of-the-line anti-
aircraft system.

World News and Prophecy reported on the growing mil-
itary strength of the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) in the
December 1999 issue (ÒA New Military Might in the Middle
EastÓ). Six nations make up the GCC: Kuwait, Bahrain,
Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates.
Begun for economic purposes, the GCC realized over time
that they needed to create and maintain military muscle to

In Brief...
World News Review
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defend their economic interests. Iran and Iraq are seen as
potential antagonists, and the GCC members do not want to
be dependent upon the U.S. should they come under threat.

The sale of arms to GCC members brings a double ben-
efit to the United States: cash income, as well as relief from
the financial burden of defending the Gulf. Cash is even more
welcomed by the hungry Russian bear. But, arming the
U.A.E. has brought a new wrinkle to the complex politics of
the Middle East. Three tiny islands in the Straight of Hormuz
are occupied by Iran, but claimed by the U.A.E. Their
increased military also increases their bargaining positionÑ
and the potential of conflict. Relations between Russia and
Iran were strained already, and this development will likely
add even more pressure.

At the same time, a stronger military will also strengthen
the U.A.E.Õs status vis-�-vis their powerful neighbor, Saudi
Arabia. While allies in the GCC, these Persian Gulf nations
are still in competition with each other.

Why should we concern ourselves with such a tiny nation
as the U.A.E.? Its newly acquired military force speaks with a
loud voice. Additionally, the Persian Gulf sits in the shadows of
the worldÕs greatest empires and can never be overlooked in
geopolitics, whether one is considering oil, religion or human
rightsÑall powerful players on the world stage.

Source: StratforÕs May 30, 2000, press release.

Anarchy and Disorder Increase 
in England

The crime correspondent of The Daily Telegraph recent-
ly wrote: ÒFalling police numbers have created deep prob-
lems in the inner cities with violence and disorder amounting
to ÔanarchyÕoutside pubs and clubs at night in London, Leeds,
Liverpool and Manchester.Ó These are four of EnglandÕs
major population centers.

Some city forces are policing difficult areas with only
half of the officers available five years ago. For this and other
reasons (i.e., the general breakdown of society), mindless
thuggery is definitely on the increase in England. 

Somewhat symbolic of what is happening to British soci-
ety were the thousands of pounds of damage caused to a
London bus by rioting pupils. The indignant bus company
CEO reacted by personally driving this bus to the school
premises and showing the headmaster the massive damages
to the interior. Then he promptly cancelled all runs to this
London school.

Of particular concern were the London riots that occurred
on the first of May when the finest officers of the Metropolitan
Police squared off against 4,000 anticapitalist protesters near the
Houses of Parliament. But before these violent rioters were fully
brought under control they had managed to deface Sir Winston
ChurchillÕs statue in Parliament Square plus a treasured war
memorial in the areaÑboth historic symbols of British willing-
ness to protect their national integrity.

Churchill is a national hero universally credited with being
one of the most important World War II leaders who helped save
the world from fascism. In many peopleÕs minds he was
BritainÕs man of the century. Yet these violent thugs deliberate-
ly desecrated his statue and daubed it with the word Òmurderer.Ó

Daily Mail columnist Lynda Lee-Potter commented,
ÒThis vile anarchic army of would-be destroyers was recruit-
ed through the Internet. The potential viciousness on the day
appealed to every failure, every embittered useless trouble-
maker and yob in the land.

ÒThe genuine protesters were totally swamped by those
who had destruction in their heartsÓ (emphasis added). But
the Bible counsels all who would place themselves in a posi-
tion where they could be potential accomplices to the dese-
cration of revered national monuments. ÒYou shall not revile
God, nor curse a ruler of your peopleÓ (Exodus 22:28). Also:
ÒYou shall not follow a crowd to do evilÓ (Exodus 23:2). 

A whole generation in Britain has not been taught even
the most basic of biblical teachingsÑthe Ten
Commandments. We are now reaping the bitter fruits of our
careless neglect. 

Sources: The Daily Mail, The Economist, The Daily
Telegraph (all London).

Vignettes on Violence in America 
A similar anticapitalist protest happened on the streets

of Washington D.C. in mid-April. Police clashed with 10,000
activists, with the worst fighting occurring near the White
House. However, forewarned police officers were ready and
this time they were successful in preventing a repetition of the
melee at the World Trade Organization conference in Seattle
in December 1999. 

Yet violent assaults remain a troubling aspect of
American life. The problem in Texas public schools is a case
in point. Last year there were nearly 51,000 assaults against
students by other students. Another 3,800 incidents of assault
were reported against the teachers and 500 guns were confis-
cated from pupils. 

The state of Texas had already formed a 22-member school
violence task force following the tragic events at Columbine
High School in Littleton, Colorado. At the center of this com-
mitteeÕs recommendations are character education programs. It
was wisely recognized at the onset that personal character is the
key to the prevention of violent behavior in public schools. 

However, this must first be taught in the nationÕs homes
by responsible parents. Teachers cannot completely make
up for parental neglect. By age 6 much of a childÕs charac-
ter is already formed, and even those teachers imbued with
the wisdom of Solomon and the patience of Job are hard
pressed to deal effectively with badly neglected children. 

Sources: The Corpus Christi Caller-Times, The Daily
Mail (London).

Contributors: Cecil Maranville, John Schroeder
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en into that category? The mindset that satis-
fies itself with, ÒI donÕt mind who is in office
as long as the trains run on time, the snow is
plowed in front of my house, and I can walk
down the street safely.Ó Should it be simply
wishful thinking for one to expect that charac-
ter would be central to leadership? 

David himself had to learn the lesson he
wrote about in Psalm 146:3Ð4. While compos-
ing wonderful psalms to God and lifting Israel
to international prominence, David was also
living out another story. On the surface, it was
a time of focused Òfamily valuesÓ and a strong
defense policy. But to what end? While committed to his
nation, he was not committed to his family. 

Was law and order at the top of his agenda? No
question! Just look at the way David cut through the
prophet NathanÕs story of the rich man and poor man of
2 Samuel 12. David came down harshly on the rich
manÕs extortion of the poor manÕs lamb. ÒAs the LORD

lives, the man who has done this
shall surely die! And he shall
restore fourfold for the lamb,
because he did this thing and
because he had no pityÓ (verses
5Ð6). Talk about law and order! 

Then Nathan cut to DavidÕs
heart with his famous retort, ÒYou
are the man!Ó (verse 7). A great
leader had lost his values and stolen
another manÕs wife. The example is
not lost on todayÕs world. Only the
names have changed.

God did not put up with todayÕs
notion of the Òcompartmentalization of character.Ó A
man is as he thinks. What he does reflects what he is.
Character and commitment to oneÕs pledge was para-
mountÑso important that God allowed DavidÕs and
BathshebaÕs son to die to make the point.

Headlines or lifelines? 

In search of an antidote for my disappointment with
the headline-making politicians and celebrities, I began
to think of all the people around me who are faithful in
their responsibilities. Heroes are people who do the right
things, at the right times, because they are the right
things to doÑregardless of threat to life and limb or the
hope of financial remuneration or public acclaim. 

There are married couples who are faithful to their
mates in body and in mind every day. There are citizens
who faithfully pay their due portion of taxes every year.
There are people who obey the laws of the road every
day, and donÕt think they are the exception to every rule

in the book. There
are people in every
city, every neigh-
borhood and every
country who, when
riots break out and
law and order break
down, donÕt step
through the broken
window of someone
elseÕs store to get
what they perceive
society Òowes them.Ó
There are young

children and teens in school who are not looking over
someone elseÕs shoulders for the answer, but have discov-
ered that the answer is within them through hard work,
study and character. 

These individuals are not looking to make immedi-
ate headlines, but rather lifelines to the future. Oh, they
may not be cool or hip in the eyes of their children or

their peers. But when all is said
and done, they are the people you
hope to have as neighborsÑjust
good common folk who work dili-
gently on the basic premise of
what you see is what you get.
Their character is transparent and
honest. They are hardworking
examples of lifelines that touch
future generations. They testify
daily that loyalty, commitment and
character are still the building
blocks of life.

No, these people may never be
featured in a headline or elected to office, but there should
be no doubt of their inestimable value. Never underesti-
mate the extraordinary accomplishments that ordinary
people like you and me can make on a daily basis.
Abraham Lincoln long ago understood the significance of
the unsung hero when he stated, ÒGod must truly love the
common man, because he made so many of them.Ó

On my honor

While my mind was musing on the fall of another
politician, I had the opportunity to go to something very
special that rekindled my spirit with hope. A young man
in our congregation invited me to his induction as an
Eagle Scout. This is the highest level of achievement in
the Boy Scout program. Only 2 percent of all the boys
who start out in the scouting program obtain this dis-
tinction. 

What makes these young men stand out is not nec-
essarily their looks, mental aptitude or physical prowess,

ÒFANFARE,Ó (Continued from page 16)

Never underestimate the
extraordinary

accomplishments that
ordinary people like you
and me can make on a

daily basis.
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but rather their commitment to the scouting ideal. ItÕs that
Òinner somethingÓ that they choose to own for themselves,
thereby being transformed by its precepts. It doesnÕt hap-
pen overnight. It takes a long time. Most young men today
drop out of scouts because of all the demands and allures
of society. 

Today people donÕt want to wait for anythingÑespecial-
ly characterÑto take hold. Rather, the focus is on the celebri-
ty, regardless of his or her inner character. 

I can still hear the echoes of the pledge young
Jonathan made before his scout mentors, fellow troop
members and his family:

ÒOn my honor I will do my best, to do my duty to God
and my country and to obey the scout law; to help other peo-
ple at all times; to keep myself physically strong, mentally
awake and morally straight.Ó

Lyrics to a fanfare 

God has His own fanfare for the majesty of everyday,
unadulterated character. ItÕs found in the first Psalm.
Featured is an individual whose life exudes the premise
that character is precious. Just imagine when the Kingdom
of God is established on this earth and society from top to
bottom reflects on these lyrics of GodÕs ÒFanfare to the
Common Man.Ó ItÕs a salute to the ordinary man who taps
into an extraordinary picture of what God says can be. 

ÒBlessed is the man who walks not in the counsel of
the ungodly, nor stands in the path of sinners, nor sits in
the seat of the scornful; but his delight is in the law of the
LORD, and in His law he meditates day and night. He shall
be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings

forth its fruit in its sea-
son, whose leaf also
shall not wither; and
whatever he does shall
prosper. The ungodly
are not so, but are like
the chaff which the
wind drives away.
Therefore the ungodly
shall not stand in the
judgment, nor sinners
in the congregation of
the righteous. For the
LORD knows the way of
the righteous, but the
way of the ungodly
shall perishÓ (Psalm
1:1Ð6). 

Each of us has a
choice to contribute a

verse to the ÒFanfare for the Common Man.Ó I suggest
that if we do, then we are in harmony with the great mil-
lennial refrain, Òthis is the way, walk you in it.Ó v

Himalayas. Its population of 1.2 billion, a rapidly chang-
ing and growing economy, and immense natural resources
make it a rising challenger on the world stage. Regional
leaders have not ignored the emerging importance of
China and other Asian nations. Last fall, a start toward
greater pan-Asian cooperation was made during a summit
of leaders in Manila. Here is how the South China Post
reported it:

ÒLeaders of North and Southeast Asian nations have
signed a historic pact to strengthen bonds through closer
economic and monetary cooperation. 

ÒThe mainland, Japan and South Korea joined the 10
members of the Association of Southeast Asian Nations in
the first step towards the eventual creation of a giant East
Asian common market, an economic powerhouse encom-
passing two billion people. 

ÒPhilippine President Joseph Estrada, who chaired
yesterdayÕs informal summit in Manila, said: ÔIf we perse-
vere and work harder, maybe, the promise we fulfill will
realize an even loftier dream. 

ÒÔAn East Asian common market. One East Asian
currency. And one East Asian communityÑa family from
the happy union of north and southÕÓ (South China Post,
November 29, 1999, Internet edition).

Last December the Stratfor news agency made a
decade forecast about Asia based on the premise of strong
protectionist measures from the United States. 

ÒIt is vital to understand, of course, that a round of
protectionist measures by the United States late in the
decade will have profound effects on the international sys-
tem. Most important, as the United States disengages from
the Eastern Hemisphere, powerful hegemonistic forces
will emerge in Eurasia that will tend to destabilize the
international system as a whole. That will leave a politi-
cally resentful, militarily powerful America, suffering
from serious but far from catastrophic economic dysfunc-
tion, facing an increasingly unstable world.

ÒIt is therefore our viewÉthat economic destabiliza-
tion in the United States will contribute greatly to a mas-
sive rise in international tension late in the decade. Several
great powers will arise throughout Eurasia, challenging
American primacy. The competition among those powers
and between them and the United States will be intense,
complex and dangerous. It will lack the elegant simplicity
of the Cold War, posing instead the mind-numbing com-
plexity of the pre-World War I periodÓ (Decade Forecast,
December 1999).

China is a nuclear power with large technical and
intellectual resources. Matched to this is the desire to
become a true superpower in todayÕs world. Historically,
its leaders have shown little concern with what other
nations think of its actions and policies. As 21st century
trading policies open new inroads to China, will we see a
new, kinder, gentler China emerge? 

Perhaps. Perhaps not. v

ÒCHINA,Ó (Continued from page 4)
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any years ago, the great American composer
Aaron Copland penned a majestic anthem enti-

tled ÒFanfare for the Common Man.Ó Over the years, it
has become a signature piece at the Olympics and other
gatherings that spotlight individual achievement. The
dynamic nature of this composition makes you sit up and
take notice. The heraldry of its opening notes allows us to
know something special is being commemorated.

The title ÒFanfare for the Common ManÓ is dra-
matically different from other majestic pieces of fan-
fare music normally written for royalty. This special
composition offers the perception that the person being
honored is being saluted, not for Òright of birth,Ó but
rather for personal character and integrity. 

The Òpomp and circumstanceÓ depicted by this
piece signifies the ordinary men and women whose
names we do not know and whose lineage we have not
memorized from history books. Nevertheless, their
everyday activities make a difference.

Promises or premises

This article was inspired by a recent headline of yet
another politician Òbiting the dustÓ because of personal

behavior. It simply struck a raw nerve inside me. Here
was an individual who could clean up streets, whether lit-
tered with crime or garbage, but at the same time could
not clean up the inconsistencies within his own life. 

Politicians are so good at trying to save their city,
state or country, while they slip into the sewer of com-
promise. They are so ready to Òpromise the moonÓ to
their constituents, but falter on the basic premises of
personal morality and upright conduct. Initially, they
sound good, but the longer their lives play out, the
more hollow the ring. As a public, we become disap-
pointed repeatedly. 

You may think you know whom I am talking about,
but, sadly, what I am saying applies to any number of so-
called leaders. Long ago, God gave His own political
commentary through the inspired musings of David in
Psalm 146:3Ð4. ÒDo not put your trust in princes, nor in
a son of man, in whom there is no help. His spirit departs,
he returns to his earth; in that very day his plans perish.Ó
Even with this warning, many keep on hoping in and
looking to human leadersÑonly to be disappointed. 

What concerns me is how few people place a high
regard on personal integrity and character. Have you fall-

This Is the Way...

Fanfare for the
Common Man

by Robin Webber

(See ÒFANFARE,Ó page 14)

MM

UNITED CHURCH OF GOD, an International Association
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

NONPROFIT ORG.

U.S. POSTAGE 
PAID

PERMIT No. 4895
CINCINNATI, OHIO


