
vents in the South Pacific may
seem irrelevant to the West,

but could bring significant changes
affecting both American naval influ-
ence and continued freedom of ship-
ping through a critical world sea pas-
sage. 

Not long ago the United States
turned over the Panama Canal to the
Republic of Panama, thus relinquish-
ing control of a major passage linking
the Atlantic and Pacific shipping
lanes. Many observers saw little sig-
nificance behind this event, since
todayÕs Internet-dominated global
economy seems little impacted by
ocean-borne commerce. One pundit
commented, ÒWindows 2000 travels

over the Internet not on the deck of a
ship.Ó

Now, another vital sea passage in
an increasingly unsettled region of the
world could come under the control of
powers with different views than those
of Western nations.

A strategic Asian passage

The Strait of Malacca is one of
the worldÕs crucial strategic choke
points. Many experts consider it a vul-
nerable objective of any hostile power
seeking regional control and influence
upon the Western economies. 

The Strait of Malacca is a narrow
waterway between Malaysia and the

Indonesian island of Sumatra.
Virtually all commercial sea traffic
between the Far East and Europe, the
Middle East and India passes through
the Strait. All fuel and gas shipments
purchased from the Persian Gulf for
the Far East pass through there.
Moreover, SingaporeÑthe regional
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Another Sea Gate
Threatened?

Shipping lanes off Indonesia may seem irrelevant to the West. But at stake is part of an ancient
promise to Abraham that his seed would possess the “gates of their enemies.”

by Darris McNeely
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(See ÒSEA GATE,Ó page 3)
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commercial and communication cen-
ter, and a key port, lies at the eastern
mouth of the Strait.

Today more than 60,000 ships a
year pass through the Strait. Within four
years that number could go as high as
100,000Ñthus showing the need for
regional stability to insure free passage
for ships of all nations. Yet, the region
has historically been plagued by ani-
mosities of ethnic and religious bias,
demands for scarce resources and, in
the post-colonial period, poor govern-
ment. The American Navy recognizes
the value of the waterway to its projec-
tion of power from the Persian Gulf to
the South China Sea and further east in
the Pacific. 

ChinaÕs strategic objectives

Controlling access to this key sea
gate has become a strategic priority of
China. China knows that any role it
may play in southwest Asia and
beyond will require the ability to con-
trol access to not only the important
shipping lanes, but also to the broader
oceans bordering so much of Asia. 

China also understands that its
naval capability is several years away
from matching that of the United
States. AmericaÕs Seventh Fleet is
capable of projecting force from the
Straits of Taiwan throughout the west-
ern Pacific, South China Sea and
beyond into the Indian Ocean and
Persian Gulf. For China to fully assert
power over the Asian region, it will
someday have to confront the United
States and, at the least, check its vast
military power in the region. Exactly
how this could be done is widely dis-
cussed among those who understand
the ambitions that China nourishes
and cultivates.

Yossef Bodansky, a director of the
congressional Task Force on Terrorism
and Unconventional Warfare writes, ÒAny
Chinese naval and military surge into the
Indian OceanÑa major strategic priority
of BeijingÑmust pass through the Strait
of Malacca. Beijing considers its surge
into the Indian Ocean as part of a strategic
surge of global proportions aimed at con-

solidating military posture in
a hostile environment (from
both a global and regional
strategic point of view), and
in a strategic grand design
that anticipates the possibili-
ty of a major military clash
with the U.S. in the foresee-
able futureÓ (ÒBeijingÕs
Surge for the Strait of
Malacca,Ó Yossef Bodansky,
w w w . f r e e m a n . o r g /
m _ o n l i n e / b o d a n s k y /
beijing.htm).

Writing in the
National Review of March
20, 2000, Mark Helprin,
contributing editor of The Wall Street
Journal, chronicled ChinaÕs future pos-
sibilities in an article entitled, ÒEast
Wind.Ó He quotes Deng XiaopingÕs 16-
Character Policy: ÒCombine the mili-
tary and the civil; combine peace and
war; give priority to military products;
let the civil support the military.Ó Over
the last two decades, all signs point to
ChinaÕs determination to become a
major modern world power by taking
every advantage from the West and
preparing itself for future conflict. ÒIt is
approaching this with purposeful con-
centration...and resolve.... Its task is to
win the next war, whenever that may
be, and its determination is not to be
dismissedÓ (p. 37). 

Clearly the coming years will con-
tinue to see China assert its influence on
the affairs of its neighbors as part of its
grand design. With this in mind as we
look at current events in this region we
can understand their significance.

Unrest in the Pacific islands

Since 1998, the Indonesian archi-
pelago has been going through signif-
icant change and upheaval. The auto-
cratic rule of President Suharto was
replaced by the regime of newly elect-
ed President Abdurrachman Wahid.
His short term has seen separatist
movements unravel IndonesiaÕs frag-
ile unity. Last September the former
Portuguese colony of East Timor
voted for independence. Evacuating
Indonesian troops carried out a

vicious revenge upon the inhabitants.
Today, while trying to rebuild with the
help of United NationsÕ troops, tiny
East Timor is a shambles. Moreover,
Indonesia faces continuing separatist
movements.

Closer to the all-important
Malaccan strait is Aceh. Inhabitants of
this region have long sought their inde-
pendence. Before Indonesia was
formed, they fought the Dutch for the
right of sovereignty. Since the 1950s, a
strong independence movement has
sought autonomy from greater
Indonesia, which presents a major chal-
lenge to the stability of the Wahid gov-
ernment.

Other regions of Indonesia are
seeing the rising tide of separatism,
which threatens to fragment this
country of 13,000 islands, containing
300 ethnic groups with 365 lan-
guages. Recent fighting in the north-
ern Moluccas resulted in the imposi-
tion of martial law and the call by
some for international intervention. 

Although further to the east and
not a part of Indonesia, the small
island of Fiji has also been racked
with civil unrest, as the majority
Fijian population have lashed out at
the dominating economic and politi-
cal influence of the Indian inhabi-
tants. An attempted coup and politi-
cal hostage taking has resulted in an
ongoing drama.

Decades of fragile unity are unrav-
eling in an area of the world that few
understand.
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A potentially important
chapter

StratforÕs Global Intelligence
Update of June 12, 2000, put these iso-
lated events into a broader perspective.
ÒIt is therefore startling to step back and
realize that with these two crises, a vir-
tually unbroken belt of instability now
stretches from the Straits of Malacca in
western Indonesia to the south central
Pacific. 

ÒIt is easy to dismiss this as an
interesting coincidence. And it may
well be that purely local forces explod-
ed simultaneously. Nevertheless, the
strategic implications of events may be
very real, if not at all intended by the
actors involved. Alone each of these
events means little. But taken as a
whole, they could threaten commercial
shippingÑand naval traffic. If, in the
course of a few years, hostile forces
emerge in control of these islands and
portions of Indonesia, the world will
find every reason to care.

ÒBut what power would be in a
position to benefit from this situation?
There is but one: China. The govern-
ment in Beijing is clearly intent on
becoming the dominant East Asian
power; it has an interest in keeping U.S.
forces at bay and it has the means to
take advantage. So long as American
fleets lurk just over the horizon, China
will fail in its ability to redraw a new
regional order.Ó 

The article goes on to show the pos-
sible ways China could take advantage of
a breakdown in the region and assert con-
trol. The countries that stand to lose the
most in such a global power shiftÑthe
United States, Australia and New
ZealandÑare not taking the critical steps
necessary to prevent such long-term
threats. It concludes by saying, ÒA poten-
tially important chapter is opening in the
Pacific.Ó How important may be better
understood by a look at what Bible
prophecy says about the future of the
modern-day descendants of ancient Israel.

Students of biblical prophecy who
understand the identity of Israel in the
end time, will focus on the prophecies
made to Abraham and his descendants
concerning the possession of certain

Ògates.Ó God made this promise to
Abraham first in Genesis 22:17, where
it says, Ò...and your descendants shall
possess the gate of their enemies.Ó This
is repeated to Rebekah in Genesis
24:60: ÒOur sister, may you become the
mother of thousands of ten thousands;
and may your descendants possess the
gates of those who hate them.Ó 

Traditionally these gates have been
understood to be land and sea passages
that controlled access to larger geo-
graphic regions and allowed one nation
to control and influence trade, travel
and political and cultural affairs of
other countries.

Historically, the modern descen-
dants of Israel, with Britain (Ephraim)
and America (Manasseh) leading the
way, have held control of many such
gates scattered around the globe.
Events of the past two hundred years
have seen a remarkable collection of
such possessions play a major role in
the ascendant power of the two nations. 

Gibraltar, which stands at the west-
ern gate of the Mediterranean Sea, is
still today a British possession. The
Suez Canal, once called Òthe backbone
of the British EmpireÓ came into British
control during the late 19th century. At
its peak, the British Empire controlled
or influenced such major world ÒgatesÓ
as Hong Kong, the Khyber Pass, the
Cape of Good Hope and many others.
Possession of these strategic points
helped create and maintain the econom-
ic and military dominance of the British
Empire.

Similarly, the United States
acquired control of key points that
helped it grow into a great single power.
The United States has taken up the
power vacuum left behind by the
demise of the British Empire in the 20th
century. The Panama Canal, a modern
engineering marvel, is one such exam-
ple. With the Strait of Malacca, the
power of the U.S. Navy insures unhin-
dered passage of both Western and
Eastern commercial interests. 

What will the future bring?

The past decade has seen the
American military begin withdrawing

from Asia. In 1992 the navy shut down
its huge base at Subic Bay in the
Philippines. This was its largest repair
and fueling station in the Pacific.
Okinawa in Japan is another major U.S.
military installation. Japanese protests
over this presence are a recurring prob-
lem, which creates pressure to with-
draw. Recent reunification talks
between North and South Korea high-
light the presence of U.S. peacekeeping
troops that have been there since the
end of the Korean War. Should those
two nations reunite, there would be no
compelling political reason for the
American troops to stay. The pressure
to leave would be very strong.

In Leviticus 26:19, God says to
Israel that because of sin and breaking
of divine law there would be a breaking
of the Òpride of your powerÉ.Ó The
dual nature of this prophecy applies to
modern descendants of Israel as well. 

Though no one would say that
modern day ManassehÕs (U.S.) power
has been completely brokenÑindeed
America straddles the world today as
the sole superpowerÑthere is a part of
this prophecy that is instructive. In
verse 17, God says, ÒI will set My face
against you, and you shall be defeated
by your enemies. Those who hate you
shall reign over you, and you shall flee
when no one pursues you.Ó

The United States and Britain have
reaped the blessings of their forefather
Abraham. Their unprecedented wealth
and global influence is traced to the
obedience of that man. Today, the moral
fiber of these nations has the cancer of
greed and immorality, which has
severely eroded national will.

Empires fall for a variety of rea-
sons. A common cause is a loss of will,
the inner impulse to expand or to defend
and preserve core values and national
principles. Part of BritainÕs retreat from
its empire was due to its lack of desire
and conviction to maintain the far-flung
territories gained at a different time by
another generation. Today, other nations
are watching America to see if it has the
will to defend its founding principles on
the world scene. The balance of power
in todayÕs world depends on that out-
come. v



August 2000    5

The Politics of Education:
“It’s Not the Money, Stupid!”

“It’s the economy, stupid!” was Clinton’s theme in 1992. One of the greatest issues arising out of the
current U.S. presidential election is the crisis in education. Most proposals include injecting large sums of

money into the current educational system. But money alone will not bring the desired results.

by Cecil E. Maranville

Both
presidential
candidates
of the
major
parties
proffer a
large influx
of federal
money to
address the
problems in
education.

he U.S. educational system gets a
failing gradeÓ is commonly

acknowledged. What can be done about it?
How can we make the schools Òstay after
schoolÓ until they bring their grades up? This is
a broad issue with numerous ramifications and
complexities. Should more teachers be hired, so
class sizes can be cut and the teacher-student
ratio improved? Should teachers be paid a bet-
ter salary, in order to retain the good ones and
attract high caliber ones from other profes-
sions? Do classrooms need to be ÒwiredÓ for
Internet access and equipped with the latest
technology? Should children with behavior
problems be separated from the normal student
population? Should tax dollars fund private
schools, if they can pro-
vide a better
educa t ion
than public
schools do?

All of
these strate-

gies have been suggestedÑand implemented
on small scales in various parts of the country.
They all have one thing in commonÑa high
price tag. Cost to taxpayers will be in the mul-
tiple billions of dollars. Both presidential candi-
dates of the major parties proffer a large influx
of federal money to address the problems.
ThatÕs the first thoughtÑreach for the check-
book, especially with the burgeoning federal
budget surplus. 

But will more money produce the desired
result? Congress already passed the Elementary
and Secondary Education Act of 2000, allocat-
ing $1.3 billion for Òclass size reduction.Ó 

However, few seem to realize that class
sizes in public schools have actually been
declining over the past 30 years. In 1970, the
average class contained 22.3 students. Today,
the average is 17 students per teacher (syndicat-
ed columnist Mona Charen, ÒWho Needs
Computers in Schools,Ó June 27, 2000, empha-
sis added). 

Has student performance improved? The
ÒNational Assessment of Educational Progress,
the gold-standard test of academic achievement
given every two years to students in grades four,
eight and 12 nationwide, shows no discernible
educational benefit in reading scores for children
in smaller classesÓ (ibid., emphasis added).

Missing dimension in education

One of the presidential candidates, cam-
paigning in California, was chided by a member
of the audience for not proposing even more
money for education. He replied that spending
money wasnÕt the only solution to educational
problems. How true that is! A good education is
not directly proportional to the amount of

ÒTÒT



money spent on it! There is a missing
dimension in education, and itÕs not
dollars.

Three phenomena have affected
the U.S. educational system greatly:
working mothers, single mothers and
feminism. They all relate to Òthe miss-
ing dimension in education.Ó

Regardless of the quality of care
provided to infants, no program and no
human being can replace the good
accomplished by the full-time presence
of a mother. Until recently, few studies
had linked this unique mother-care with
educational performance.

ÒAn extensive study of child devel-
opment suggests that childrenÕs educa-
tional achievement can be significantly
held back if their mothers work,Ó
reported Ed Crooks in a May 15, 2000,
article in The Financial Times. He was
referring to a survey of over 4,000 chil-
dren in the U.S. published by the non-
partisan National Bureau of Economic
Research.

The survey discovered that the
full-time presence of the mother in the
life of a young child is essential for
optimum verbal and math skill develop-
ment. The childÕs first year is apparent-
ly critical in the development of verbal
ability, and his or her first three years in
the development of math skills.

ÒEarlier studies, both in the U.S.
and elsewhere, have found that working
mothers had little effect on child devel-
opment. But [the author of the report]
says these have generally used smaller
samples and controlled for fewer fac-
torsÉÓ (ibid., p. 1).

Single-mother homes

The article also noted that Òthe
involvement of fathers in bringing up
young children also appears to be
important.Ó What does this have to do
with educational performance? Much.
It is widely known that high divorce
rates have increased the number of sin-
gle-parent (usually the mother) homes.
The National Fatherhood Institute
reported that 18 million children lived
in single-parent homes in 1995
(Melinda Sacks, ÒFatherhood in the
Õ90s: Kids of Absent Fathers More Ôat

Risk,ÕÓ San Jose Mercury News,
October 29, 1995).

But how does this relate to the
school issue? ÒThe impact of parental
divorce and subsequent father absence
in the wake of this event has long been
thought to affect children quite nega-
tively. For instance, parental divorce
and father loss has been associated with
difficulties in school adjustmentÓ
(Thomas S. Parish, ÒChildrenÕs Self
Concepts: Are They Affected by
Parental Divorce and Remarriage?Ó
Journal of Social Behavior and
Personality, 1987, Vol. 2, No. 4, pp.
559Ð562, quoted on fathermag.com). 

Societal pressures and trends have
encouraged women to remove them-
selves and their children from the chil-
drenÕs father. At the same time, govern-
ment programs have encouraged indus-
try to make it easier and more profitable

for women to care for a family without
a husband. ThatÕs not to say it is easyÑ
more on that in a moment. 

First, look at the facts: 85 percent
of all children that exhibit behavioral
disorders come from fatherless homes
(Centers for Disease Control). Children
from fatherless homes are 20 times
more likely to have behavioral disorders
than those from homes with a father
and mother. A University of Michigan
study showed that 63 percent of chil-
dren whose parents had divorced suf-
fered subjective psychological prob-
lems such as anxiety, sadness, pro-
nounced moodiness, phobias and
depression. And 56 percent had poor
grades or grades substantially below
ability and/or past performance.

(Statistics from ÒFatherless Homes
Breed Violence,Ó p. 1 and ÒFatherless
Homes Statistics,Ó p. 1, Fathering
Magazine, fathermag.com.)

It should be self-evident that the chil-
dren populating our schools have come
from our nationÕs homes. As goes the
health of our homes, so goes the behav-
ioral health of our nationÕs students.

ÒBecause schools reflect the fami-
lies from which pupils come, school
discipline was bound to worsen as more
broken families resulted in more trou-
bled or badly reared childrenÓ (colum-
nist George Will, ÒSchools Beset by
Lawyers and Shrinks,Ó June 15, 2000). 

A further negative spin-off to the
single-mother home is poverty, which
spawns poor performance in all areas of
life, including academics. ÒA new study
by the Centre [British spelling] of
Budget and Policy Priorities, a
Washington think-tank, suggests that
AmericaÕs poorest families, those head-
ed by single women, have fallen more
deeply into povertyÓ (The Economist,
August 28, 1999).

Again, itÕs not a matter of opening
the public purse and doling out more
dollars. Dependency on welfare perpet-
uates itself, rather than developing the
kind of moral character that a family
needs to succeed in life. Besides, the
amount of money required to bring a
single-mother home up to the economic
standard of a two-parent home is stag-
gering. A University of California at
Santa Barbara study quotes economistsÕ
estimates that Òit requires an increase in
family income of approximately
$50,000 to counter the fatherÕs
absenceÓ (UCSB press release, ÒStudy
Finds Teen Pregnancy and Crime
Levels Are Higher Among Kids From
Fatherless Homes,Ó Father Magazine,
fathermag.com, p. 1).

Consequences of feminism

Enter the consequences of two
decades of feminism. Evidence of fem-
inism from Christina SommerÕs book,
The War Against Boys, is related by
columnist John Leo:

ÒSommerÕs book is packed with
examples of the anti-male attitudes that
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pervade the public schools. At
University High School in Pacific
Heights, Calif., boys must sit quietly
through a ÔWomenÕs Assembly,Õ in
which women are celebrated and men
are blamed. Boys in one San Francisco
class are regularly put through feminist
pacesÑmade to enjoy quilting, forced
to listen as girls vent their anger at
males. When Barbara Wilder Smith, a
teacher and researcher in the Boston
area, made ÔBoys Are GoodÕT-shirts for
her class, all 10 female teachers under
her supervision strongly objected to the
message. One of the 10 was wearing a
button saying ÔSo many men, so little
intelligence.ÕÓ

Leo adds: ÒTeachers know that
girls are better suited to schooling. So,
if you want to teach boys, allowances
must be made. One of the tragedies of
the last 20 years or so is that school sys-
tems are increasingly unwilling to make
those allowances. Instead, in the wake
of the feminist movement, they have
absorbed anti-male attitudes.É They
are now more likely to see ordinary boy
behavior as something dangerous that
must be reined in. Or they may tighten
the screws on boys by drafting extraor-
dinarily broad zero-tolerance and sexu-
al-harassment policies. Worse, they
may simply decide that the most active
boys are suffering from attention deficit
disorder and dope them up with
Ritalin.É

ÒWe spent most of the 1990s fret-
ting about bogus research claiming that
schools were shortchanging and dam-
aging girls, when the truth is that boys
are the ones in trouble. 

ÒBoys were much more likely than
girls to have problems with school-
work, repeat a grade, get suspended and
develop learning difficulties. In some
schools, boys account for up to three-
fourths of Ôspecial-educationÕ classes.
They areÉfour to nine times more like-
ly to be drugged with Ritalin. Student
polls show that both girls and boys say
their teachers like the girls more and
punish the boys more often. 

ÒGirls get better grades than boys,
take more rigorous courses, and now
attend college in much greater num-
bers. While the traditional advantage of

boys over girls in math and science has
narrowedÉ, the advantage of girls over
boys in reading and writing is large and
stable. In writing achievement, 11th-
grade boys score at the level of eighth-
grade girls. The Department of
Education reported this year: ÔThere is
evidence that the female advantage in
school performance is real and persis-
tent.Õ The school failure of so many
boys, magnified and fanned by anti-
male hostility, is a severe social prob-
lemÓ (columnist John Leo, ÒItÕs Tough
to Be a Boy in American Schools,Ó July
10, 2000).

ÒBoys are wired differently,Ó says
Michael Gurian, family therapist and
author of The Wonder of Boys, Ònoting
what he sees as the boyÕs natural incli-
nation to be more competitive, aggres-
sive risktakersÑtendencies which can
be interpreted as misbehavior. ÔItÕs the
teacherÕs job to create a classroom envi-
ronment that accommodates both male
and female energy, not just mainly
female energyÕÓ (Brad Knickerbocker,
ÒYoung and Male in America: ItÕs Hard
Being a Boy,Ó The Christian Science
Monitor, April 29, 1999, p. 2).

Children oppress, women rule,
leaders mislead

In a long ago prophecy of the con-
sequences of moral corruption of a
nation, God warned His people, ÒAs for
My people, children are their oppres-
sors, and women rule over them. O My
people! Those who lead you cause you
to err, and destroy the way of your
pathsÓ (Isaiah 3:12). 

Children, whose lives have been
scrambled by incomplete homes and
who have been abused by a society con-
fused about sexual identity, truly have
become oppressors. Their behavior is
making them unteachable and the
teaching profession untenable. Women
are often the sole authority figures in
the home; men are largely absent. Not a
feminine, but a feminist philosophy
leads education.

One of the primary reasons why it
is difficult to obtain and retain good
teachers is the fact that schools are not
safe places in which to work. Students

are increasingly violent in their behav-
ior and less inclined to subject them-
selves to the discipline of a learning
environment. They cause an unsafe
environment and one in which both
learning and teaching are impossible.
Gifted teachers who love their profes-
sion are being driven from the class-
room, but not over pay issues. More
dollars in their paychecks cannot com-
pensate for the unworkable circum-
stances.

How long will it take to rectify the
current condition? If GodÕs instructions
to His model nation of Israel are an
indication, it will take at least one gen-
erationÑone that believes and lives by
godly values, which in turn passes
those values on to its children. Then
children will be teachable. When the
Israelites were poised to enter the
Promised Land, God explained how
they could ensure a peaceful society: 

ÒNow this is the commandment,
and these are the statutes and judgments
which the LORD your God has com-
manded to teach you, that you may
observe them in the land which you are
crossing over to possess, that you may
fear the LORD your God, to keep all His
statutes and His commandments which
I command you, you and your son and
your grandson, all the days of your life,
and that your days may be prolonged.
Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful
to observe it, that it may be well with
you, and that you may multiply greatly
as the LORD God of your fathers has
promised youÑÔa land flowing with
milk and honey.ÕÉ 

ÒAnd these words which I com-
mand you today shall be in your heart.
You shall teach them diligently to your
children, and shall talk of them when
you sit in your house, when you walk
by the way, when you lie down, and
when you rise up. You shall bind them
as a sign on your hand, and they shall
be as frontlets between your eyes. You
shall write them on the doorposts of
your house and on your gatesÓ
(Deuteronomy 6:1Ð9).

ÒItÕs not the moneyÓ that will solve
the educational problems of America.
When its homes are healthy again, then
its schools will pass the grade. v
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ost people today wonÕt remember Mrs.
Miniver, but she played a major role in

swaying American public opinion toward Great
Britain immediately before Pearl Harbor.

Who was Mrs. Miniver? A figment of some-
bodyÕs imagination, as played by actress Greer
Garson. 

Mrs. Miniver, in the film of that name, was a
middle-class English housewife in a remote coun-
try area caught up in Dunkirk and the Battle of
Britain, when Nazi Germany came very close to
adding Great Britain to its lengthening list of vas-
sal states.

America was neutral during the first 27
months of the war. Hollywood wanted to change
that. The movie capital was then in its greatest and
most influential period. The year war broke out in
Europe, 1939, is still often referred to as
HollywoodÕs greatest year, the year of Gone With
the Wind, Stagecoach, Gunga Din, Wuthering
Heights and The Wizard of Oz.

Hollywood had so many English actors that
the city boasted its own cricket team and the phone
directory, oblivious to the ban on titles dating back
to the beginnings of the American republic, carried
a long list of titled stars. The younger actors desert-
ed the city at the outbreak of war, returning to
Britain, Canada and Australia, volunteering to
fight for ÒKing and Country.Ó The women and
older male actors were encouraged to remain to
influence American public opinion.

They were not the only ones wanting America
to enter the warÑthe movie moguls had the same
idea.

Many were Jewish and were deeply con-
cerned about HitlerÕs anti-Semitic policies, even
before details of the extermination camps were
revealed.

These movie moguls set about changing pub-
lic opinion, not an easy task when the 1940 elec-
tion was fought on the issue of keeping America
out of the war. Eventually they were helped, of
course, by Pearl Harbor, but not before they had
made some very influential movies. Patriotic

movies, drawing on British and American history,
were made throughout the war, inspiring the peo-
ple to victory. Winston Churchill was so inspired
by the 1941 movie That Hamilton Woman (British
title: Lady Hamilton) that he watched the movie
every night as he crossed the Atlantic to meet with
President Roosevelt. The movie was set during the
war against Napoleon, a previous European despot
set on conquering the world.

The power of film

The power of film had been realized long
before World War II. The 1915 silent movie Birth
of a Nation, considered the most influential movie
of all time, still influences racial thinking in
America to this day.

Nor were the United States and Britain the
only nations to realize the power of film. HitlerÕs
propaganda machine was churning out movies
depicting Jews as the stereotypical fat, immoral
bankers exploiting good-looking, blonde, blue-
eyed Aryan Òvolk.Ó 

StalinÕs master of propaganda was Sergei
Eisenstein who was asked to inspire the Russian
people by drawing on heroes from their history,
examples of Russian leaders who stood up to for-
eign conquerors as Stalin was doing. Movies like
Alexander Nevsky (victorious over the Germanic
Teutonic Knights in 1242) and Ivan the Terrible
were made at this time. Eisenstein included his
own propaganda against Stalin in the second part
of Ivan the Terrible by showing the 16th century
Russian leaderÕs creeping insanity. The public
could see the similarity with their wartime leader.

The power of television and film cannot be
doubted. Why else would advertisers spend mil-
lions of dollars for a few moments of television
time? But do we realize how much we are influ-
enced by what we see?

Do we stop and think as we watch a movie,
questioning its accuracy and asking ourselves what
this film might be doing to us, how it could be
influencing our minds?

Hollywood and History
The movie industry may not always accurately represent history, but it has played 

a role in shaping it.

by Melvin Rhodes
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ThereÕs an interesting contrast
between movies made in HollywoodÕs
heyday and movies made in the last four
decades. Morally, older movies were usu-
ally sound. Some did deal with adult
themes like adultery, but the subject was
usually handled discreetly, so that any
children present in the theater would not
be negatively affected. Today, movies are
explicit and leave little, if anything, to the
imagination.

Politically, Hollywood has done a
total about-face, a 180-degree turn.
Movies made in the Õ30s and Õ40s often
had a patriotic theme, glorifying American
and British history. This served to unite
the people and make them proud of their
citizenship, preparing them for the
inevitability of another conflict with the
forces of despotism. Movies made in the
last 40 years do the exact oppositeÑthey
expose and often exaggerate the mistakes
of the past to advance a liberal agenda.
Political correctness rules.

Isaiah 5:20Ð21 could be applied to
this time of political correctness and revi-
sionist history. ÒWoe to those who call evil
good, and good evil; who put darkness for
light, and light for darkness; who put bit-
ter for sweet, and sweet for bitter! Woe to
those who are wise in their own eyes, and
prudent in their own sight!Ó Everything
has been turned upside down. History has
been rewritten.

If you want to see what a difference
30 years made, watch the 1936 U.S. ver-
sion of The Charge of the Light Brigade,
then follow it with the 1968 British ver-
sion. The two movies depict the same bat-
tle, but each with a totally different
emphasis.

Based on a true story?

Hollywood is not in the business of
teaching history. The 1932 film Rasputin
and the Empress is famous for two rea-
sons. One is that it was the only film to
star the three Barrymores, famous in
American theater at the time. The other
reason itÕs famous is that the movie was
besieged by lawsuits. The real murderer of
the evil Rasputin, Russian Prince Felix
Yousuppov, took MGM to court where he
was awarded what was, in 1932, a prince-
ly sum of $1 million. MGM had taken

considerable dramatic license depicting
much fiction as fact. The movie led to the
habit of most movies carrying a warning
in small print after the credits: ÒThe char-
acters in this movie are fictitious. Any
resemblance to actual persons, living or
dead, is purely coincidental.Ó  

In more modern times, historical
movies will often show the words ÒBased
on a true storyÓ near the beginning of the
movie. This is the entertainment equiva-
lent of a health warning. ÒBased onÉÓ
should read ÒLoosely based onÉ,Ó
because most such movies are far from
factual.

While researching a recent article on
the 55-day siege of Western embassies in
Peking that took place a century ago, I
watched the 1962 movie 55 Days at
Peking. Although a siege lasting 55 days
did take place in history, there is little in
the movie that is accurate. A Russian
countess was even created just to provide
Charlton Heston with a diversion while
taking on the challenge of the Boxers.

The recently released U571 caused
quite a stir in England. The movie depicts
an American submarine crew that cap-
tures a German U-boat in 1942 and breaks
the Enigma CodeÑa major breakthrough
in World War II. ÒBased on a true story,Ó
the actual incident involved a British sub-
marine crew and took place in 1941
before the U.S. entered the war.
Hollywood sent researchers over to
England to research the story, interview-
ing the British commander. Nothing was
said about the significant change that was
to be made in depicting this exciting story.
An upcoming movie on the German
wartime prison of Colditz depicts
American escapees when no Americans
were ever incarcerated there. British pris-
oners of war did, in fact, escape from the
prison.

Another recent movie has led to con-
siderable criticism on the eastern side of
the Atlantic Ocean. The movie The Patriot
shows Mel Gibson taking on the British
army during the Revolutionary War. The
movie depicts a number of atrocities by
the British, including the burning of a
church full of innocent civilians, mostly
women and children. The nature of war
brings out atrocities on all sides, yet there
is no recorded instance of anything like

this occuring during the American
Revolution. It wasnÕt until 1943 that such
an incident took place, when Nazi forces
burned down a church full of French civil-
ians. As one reviewer on National Public
Radio put it, ÒIf we depict the British as
Nazis, then the Nazis become ordinary.Ó

Here lies the danger

Just as movies in the Õ30s and early
Õ40s tended to bring the United States and
Great Britain together, recent movies can
only undermine an alliance that was piv-
otal to the peace and stability of the world
during the last century. When the British
(or rather, the English) are depicted as
Nazis in movies like Braveheart and The
Patriot, itÕs easy to understand how peo-
ple in Washington can overlook the histo-
ry of nations like Germany and Japan and
seek closer alliances with them at the
expense of their traditional ally in London.

What should a Christian do?

The Bible says a great deal about
Òtruth.Ó One of GodÕs grievances against
Israel in Hosea chapter 4 is that Òthere is
no truthÓ in the land (Hosea 4:1). The fol-
lowing verse reads like a description of
contemporary movies: ÒBy swearing and
lying, killing and stealing and committing
adultery, they break all restraint, with
bloodshed upon bloodshed.Ó Movies built
largely or solely on such gratuitous con-
tent should be avoided by all ChristiansÑ
and we should be circumspect about any
movie that we watch. Philippians 4:8
reminds us that Òwhatever things are
trueÉ nobleÉ justÉ pureÉ lovelyÉ of
good report; if there is any virtue and if
there is anything praiseworthy, meditate
on these things.Ó

When it comes to truth, realize that
no movie has depicted historical events
with total accuracy. The degree of accura-
cy varies from movie to movie. The book
of Proverbs tells us to Òbuy the truth, and
do not sell itÓ (Proverbs 23:23). The verse
adds Òalso wisdom and instruction and
understanding.Ó An interesting movie can
inspire us to seek further instruction and
understanding which, in turn, lead us to
greater wisdom on the subject.
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oday 52 countries are listed as HIPC
(Heavily Indebted Poor Countries) and the

number of people in extreme poverty increases
daily. Despite some forgiveness, the remaining
debt burden still stands around $216 billion.
Meanwhile, in those countries, millions of people
are starving or sinking towards starvation. Why
does the problem of debt remain, even after sub-
stantial relief? What are the enormous global chal-
lenges involved with forgiveness of debt, and what
is the prophetic solution?

The Jubilee 2000 campaign to forgive
HIPC debt

In 1990, a petition was started among students
at Keele University to present to the UN secretary-
general about the debt problem. Two thousand stu-
dents signed it, and in 1993 a small charity, Jubilee
2000, was launched, drawing for its title the bibli-
cal injunction about debt forgiveness. It has
amassed 20 million signatures and expects to sur-
pass the 22.5 million mark of the largest petition
ever, that of the anti-apartheid campaign. Its dead-
line is December 2000, and its object is to force
agreement among international financial institu-
tions that it is possible to cancel debt. But not all
nations are in agreement that forgiveness of debt is
the answer. 

What is feared is that unresolved Third World
debt will further widen the gap between the rich
and poor, the ÒhavesÓ and the Òhave nots.Ó Some
believe that to allow this to happen at a time of
immense change through globalization and other
fundamental shifts in societal attitudes would be
dangerous for everyone. Jubilee 2000 aims to use
its 20 million plus supporters as political leverage
so a minimally decent life can be had for over one
billion people, as they enter the new millennium.

ItÕs noble but prophetically doomed to failure. The
real way (and revolutionary in manÕs view) is the
biblical jubileeÑbut administered as God original-
ly intended.

Bill Peters is cofounder of Jubilee 2000 and
vice president of the Jubilee 2000 coalition. In an
article on the Third World debt crisis, he suggests
a radical solution is required. He gives reasons
why urgent reforms of the World Bank and
International Monetary Fund (IMF) are overdue
(Round Table, Issue 354, April 2000, p. 195). Here
are what he sees as stumbling blocks to the
process. 

Major problems

Balance the budget insistence: IMF guide-
lines often insist debtor countries balance their
budgets in order to gain monetary assistance. This
invariably leads indebted governments to cut back
on easy targets like health, education and sanita-
tion, and sets back immeasurably health and edu-
cation programs carefully built up over the previ-
ous 30 years.

Switch to exports: Repeatedly, the 52 coun-
tries have been urged to switch, particularly in
agriculture, from production for the domestic mar-
ket to production for export. Aside from its effect
on the domestic cost of living, this inevitably caus-
es a swing in the trade of the economies involved. 

Institutional optimism: The International
Finance Institutions (IFIs), along with the IMF and
World Bank, are too removed from the cultural
problems of Africa and predict in rosy terms what
they believe aid will accomplish. In 1988, the
World Bank predicted that by 1995, sub-Saharan
Africa would owe about $29 billion. In fact by
1995, sub-Saharan AfricaÕs debt had risen to $129
billion. 

The Crisis of Third
World Debt

Since the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank began their “debt relief”
programs, most Heavily Indebted Poor Countries have moved more deeply into debt.

by Graemme Marshall
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Interest rates keep rising: For 41
HIPC countries, the first two years of debt
relief they received was wiped out by ris-
ing interest rates on the remaining debt
they owed. 

Corruption: Although careful note is
taken of corruption in IFI planning, large
scale dishonesty by prime offenders, the
leaders of nations, still goes unchecked.
Bill Peters cites Zaire as a case in point.
During the Cold War, Zaire was consid-
ered crucial for the balance of Western
power in Africa. For decades, large
amounts of IMF and World Bank (WB)
funds were funneled there. Yet a very
small percentage of this went into the
Zairean economy (ibid., p. 201).

In a buttressing illustration, news
reports about North Korea suggested
upwards of 2 million people died of star-
vation, although hard-line communist
authorities accepted overseas aid. It was
diverted for troops instead.

Lack of independent audits of the
IMF and WB: Peters further observed that
there is no external audit of the IMF or
WB in their dealings with HIPCs. He con-
cludes that two organizations with the
seeming power to do so much good or evil
for other nations are still in a phase of self-
regulation. Powerful contractors win bids
and feasibility studies are produced at
great expense, only to sit on shelves after
the payment of hefty contractorsÕ fees. 

Although the debt crisis is mostly
blamed on inflation and the WestÕs
demand for oil, corruption and major inef-
ficiencies also play a big part. Then, too,
there is the enormous vested interest of
some 20,000 staff in highly paid jobs.
Peters states why he considers a radical
reform of the WB and IMF is overdue: ÒIn
18 years of working on the problem of
poverty and debt in the Third World, it has
become clear to me that the inert mass of
establishment figures and supporters of
the status quo in world economic affairs
forms the main obstacle to settling a major
global injusticeÓ (ibid., p. 204). 

An example given was about a sim-
ple hut for a fish-farming scheme in
Bangladesh. A 40-page project specifica-
tion was generated in language the
builders could not understand. Sub-
sequently, no small contractor could com-
pete. The contract went to rich Òbully

boys,Ó locally called mastaans (Òstrong-
menÓ) who pushed up the costs.

GodÕs jubileeÑthe real solution 

One incentive for IsraelÕs obedience
to GodÕs laws was the promise that they
would enjoy such abundance that they
could lend to other nations. Notice how
God explains it: ÒFor the LORD your God
will bless you just as He promised you;
you shall lend to many nations, but you
shall not borrow; you shall reign over
many nations, but they shall not reign over
youÓ (Deuteronomy 15:6). 

And further: ÒThe LORD will open to
you His good treasure, the heavens, to
give the rain to your land in its season, and
to bless all the work of your hand. You
shall lend to many nations, but you shall
not borrowÓ (Deuteronomy 28:12).

We can be grateful there are countries
today that help other nations. Although
sadly, it seems a political motive is too
often at the foundation of their generosity.

In GodÕs Kingdom, GodÕs blessings,
as well as the application of the biblical
seventh year release of debt and the 50th
year jubilee, will bring a time of prosper-
ity starting with Israel and spreading to
the other nations.

ÒThen you shall see and become
radiant, and your heart shall swell with
joy; because the abundance of the sea
shall be turned to you, the wealth of the
Gentiles shall come to youÓ (Isaiah 60:5). 

And again, ÒBut you shall be named
the priests of the LORD, they shall call you
the servants of our God. You shall eat the
riches of the Gentiles, and in their glory
you shall boast.

ÒInstead of your shame you shall
have double honor, and instead of confu-
sion they shall rejoice in their portion.
Therefore in their land they shall possess
double; everlasting joy shall be theirsÓ
(Isaiah 61:6Ð7). 

A cancellation of debt mechanism is
coming. Observing the seventh year and
the 50th-year jubilee, as God instructed,
will accomplish this revolutionary change. 

The current noble attempt by the
Jubilee 2000 campaign doesnÕt have the
power to bring the lasting changes that the
biblical injunction for a millennial reality
will achieve. v
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When youÕve seen a movie depicting
historical events, while itÕs fresh on your
mind, take a few minutes to read up on the
subject in an encyclopedia or a biographi-
cal dictionary, two useful tools to have
around the house.

I did this recently after watching the
movie Gladiator, set in the reign of the
Roman Emperor Commodus (180 to 192
A.D.). While the gladiators in the movie
were all fictional characters, the emperors
Marcus Aurelius and his son Commodus
were not. I looked up both in my bio-
graphical dictionary and found that the
movie portrayed the characters of the two
men accurately, but not in every detail. It
only took a few minutes and the facts soon
replaced the fiction in my mind.

The same with Braveheart. I looked
up William Wallace and Edward I. I dis-
covered that Wallace died two years
before the arrival in England of the
Princess of Wales with whom he had a
romantic relationship in the movie. In
other words, they never knew each other.
There were other historical inaccuracies,
which I will leave you to discover. 

The movie Elizabeth, centered on the
life of Elizabeth I, was fairly accurate but
you would never have guessed she was
called Òthe Virgin QueenÓ from the movie.
Yet a recent biography by Alison Weir,
The Life of Elizabeth I, gives some sound
historical and psychological reasons why
she was justifiably given that title.
Frequently Hollywood will assume that
the morals of people in history were no
different from people today.

Remember that Hollywood is there to
entertain you. Movies are out to make
money, not to teach the facts about history.
Never leave the theater or switch off the
television thinking that you have the facts.
ItÕs far more likely that you havenÕt.

Coincidentally, the day that I am writ-
ing this, newspapers and TV are carrying
reports of research on the brain that shows
a definite link between reading and
remaining mentally alert into old age. The
same research says that too much televi-
sion and movies cause the brain to Ògo
into neutralÓ and make AlzheimerÕs more
likely in later life. It sounds like a good
time to quit watching movies and check
out some history books at your library! v

ÒHOLLYWOOD,Ó (Continued from page 9)
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Future of Jerusalem 
ÒPray for the peace of Jerusalem: ÔMay they prosper who

love you. Peace be within your walls, prosperity within your
palacesÕÓ (Psalm 122:6Ð7).

The city of Jerusalem continues to be a focal point during
the current peace talks between Palestinians and Israelis. Both
sides lay claim to sovereignty over the city which is holy to the
three world monotheistic religions, Christianity, Islam and
Judaism. Israelis of all political persuasions insist that a united
Jerusalem will be the eternal capital of the Jewish stateÑcome
what may. 

In contrast, Palestinians insist that partial control must be
ceded to an Arab authority as part of a comprehensive peace set-
tlement. Part of the city is already controlled by Palestinians and
some speculate that a building under construction in east
Jerusalem will serve as the capital building for the future Arab
government. 

Last monthÕs failed talks at Camp David broke down large-
ly over the issue of the future status of Jerusalem. Both Ehud
Barak and Yassir Arafat knew they could not bargain away their
positions on the city and hope to effect a peace settlement with
their peoples. 

On July 23 Pope John Paul II spoke out on the religious
importance of Jerusalem. From his summer home in Castel
Gandolfo he urged the parties, Ònot to overlook the importance
of the spiritual dimension of the city of Jerusalem....Ó The pon-
tiff added, ÒThe Holy See continues to maintain that only a spe-
cial, internationally guaranteed statute can effectively preserve
the most sacred parts of the Holy City and ensure freedom of
belief and worship for all believers who, in the region and
throughout the world, see Jerusalem as the crossroads of peace
and coexistenceÓ (LÕOsservatore Romano, July 26, 2000).

The Vatican, as a sovereign entity and in the interest of
peace, could offer its unique services to resolve this generational
conflict between the descendants of Abraham. Daniel 9:26Ð27
clearly shows that at the time of the end conflict over religious
issues will play a critical role in the stability of this city.

Proposed French Law Anti-
Religion?

A bill working its way through the French legisla-
ture has provoked concerns in religious groups around

the world. Ostensibly responding to the horrific mass
suicides of Solar Temple sect members in Canada,
Switzerland and France, the French Socialist Party has
introduced what they call Òanti-sect legislation.Ó On the
surface, it sounds responsible. Beneath the surface, it
looks like legislated atheism.

On the drafted list of sects are smaller and contro-
versial religious groups such as the JehovahÕs Witnesses,
Scientologists and Unificationists. However, also includ-
ed is a large Baptist denomination. All together the list
names 173 groups considered ÒdangerousÓ in France.
Germany, Austria and Belgium also created commissions
to draft similar lists. The YWCA was included on the
Belgian list! 

Is this responsible legislationÑor overreaching by a
minority prejudiced against all faiths?

The core of the proposed legislation is an attempt to
outlaw Òmental manipulationÓ of the public through
Òreligious proselytizing.Ó The law doesnÕt clarify who
would determine what either mental manipulation or
proselytizing is, but one thing is certainÑthe French are
serious. The penalty for these Òcriminal actsÓ is impris-
onment for up to two years!

As written, the law would empower the government
to shut down a religious group when two representatives
are found guilty of one legal infraction.

American religious freedom advocates are protest-
ing the French law, and officials of the U.S. State
Department have spoken with French lawmakers over
concerns. The Catholic pontiff called on the French news
media to Òbe vigilant and to treat fairly and objectively
the different religious denominations,Ó although he did
not specifically address the proposed French law or the
legislators.

So far, the EU has not followed the French lead in
creating a blacklist against small religions. Since the
United Church of God, an International Association,
would be categorized as Òa small religionÓ and consid-
ered out of the mainstream of religion, we are concerned
about the actions of the FrenchÑand potentially the
Germans, Austrians and Belgians. Is this a precursor of
prophesied legislative controls over religion? See
Revelation 13:11Ð18.

Source: The Washington Times.

In Brief...
World News Review
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Same-Sex Minority Has
ÒMajority VoiceÓ

A small minority of the U.S. population that is homo-
sexual continues to wield undue influence on American law
and the U.S. economy. Minutes after the stateÕs so-called
Òcivil union legislationÓ took effect, two women in the small
southern Vermont town of Brattleboro stood before a justice
of the peace. Justice T. Hunter Wilson pronounced, ÒBy the
powers vested in me by the state of Vermont, I join you in
civil union.Ó

ReuterÕs headlined it as ÒU.S. Gays Tie Historic Knot in
Midnight Marriage.Ó So much for the careful crafting that
Vermont legislators put into the law to avoid lending its
approval to same-sex marriages. Encouraged by the Green
Mountain lawmakers, a gay New York state senator is drafting
a bill similar to the Vermont civil union law. Openly gay Rhode
Island legislator Michael Pisaturo is intent on leading his state to
expand marriage law to include homosexual couples.

ReuterÕs coverage of the Brattleboro union reads like a
society page piece report on a wedding, giving detailed
descriptions of what each of the women wore.

In a related story, Subaru launched an ad campaign that
targets the homosexual market. The sloganÑÒItÕs not a
choice. ItÕs the way weÕre builtÓÑwould not necessarily catch
the ear of the uninitiated. But it was carefully worded to mar-
ket the Subaru product to homosexuals. One of the ad cam-
paignÕs developers explained that itÕs apparent to gay people,
while straight people would not know whatÕs going on. 

ÒSubaru has become so successful at attracting gay cus-
tomers that some drivers consider themselves members of a
Ôclub,Õ in which fellow Subaru owners share an implied
message in their carsÕ brand,Ó reports Kimberly Palmer of
The Washington Post. The CEO of a gay marketing firm
said, ÒWe call [Subarus] LesbarusÓ (ibid.).

To appeal to the gay community, Subaru contracted
with tennis great Martina Navratilova, a lesbian activist, to
pitch their product.

In another related story, in the name of Òfairness,Ó the
city of Phoenix, Arizona, recently decided to extend the ben-
efits it provides to its married employees to those employ-
ees in same-sex unionsÑa small minority of its workforce.
The central Arizona county of Maricopa quickly followed
with an announcement that it is considering doing the same
for its employees.

Sources: AP, ReuterÕs, The Washington Post, The
Arizona Republic.

Terrorism Potential in Three
Widely Different Areas

Three widely different areas that are vulnerable to ter-
rorism have been in the news of late.

The Internet could be rendered unusable if only 4 per-

cent of its nodes were shut down, reported AP science writer
Matthew Fordahl on July 27. The Internet is an intercon-
nected web of computers spanning the globe. Like a blocked
human blood vessel can be bypassed to keep needed blood
moving, information will circumnavigate blocked nodes for
the most part. 

However, the Internet relies on a few key nodes that are
so highly connected that they cannot be bypassed. Should
those key points be attacked by terrorists, the entire World
Wide Web could be shut down. Nothing like that has hap-
pened yet, although a number of relatively minor acts of
criminal sabotage have occurred. CNN.com, Yahoo! and
Amazon.com have all come under attack. 

These essential nodes are scattered around the world
and are generally in highly secure areasÑbut nothing can be
totally secure. All it takes is enough money to finance a
major assault on the Internet to bring it down. FordahlÕs arti-
cle was a summary of a University of Notre Dame study on
the susceptibility of the Internet to terrorist attack reported
on in the journal Nature.

In an area more commonly thought of when one hears
the word terrorist, the Middle East must concern itself with
what the Stratfor Global Intelligence Service calls Òa new
terrorist dynamic.Ó For years, the Hezbollah guerrillas,
sponsored by Iran, have attacked the Israelis in Lebanon.
Since the Israelis have now pulled out of Lebanon, there are
indications that Hezbollah is linking up with the HamasÑ
the Palestinian Islamic Resistance Movement. 

Arms traffic and strategic coordination between the two
terrorist groups signifies the likelihood of coordinated vio-
lent operations against the Israelis in the West Bank. HamasÕ
ultimate objective, also sponsored by Iran, is the creation of
an Islamic state. Their targets are largely civilian.

The threat of violence is a concern in itself.
Additionally, Syria wants to forge peace with Israel, and the
ability of recently confirmed President Bashar Assad to con-
trol the Hezbollah will be an important test of his foreign
policy capability.

The third area declared susceptible to terrorism is the
U.S. capital. The National Park Service commissioned a
counterterrorism study that concluded that Washington,
D.C.Õs monuments are vulnerable to attack by terrorists.
Equally sobering is the studyÕs assessment that the police
force responsible for protecting the monuments is ill-
equipped to prevent such action. 

Millions visit the U.S. capital every year. Entrances to
monuments are often left unlocked and unguarded. The U.S.
Park Police force is undermanned and underfunded. And the
United States enjoys an open and free society. All of these
factors, combined with the obvious shock value of targeting
Washington, D.C., make it an area of increasing concern to
counterterrorist strategists.

Sources: AP, Stratfor.com, The Washington Post.
Contributors: Darris McNeely, Cecil E. Maranville
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ed for a Ustashe concentration camp at Sisak designed for
young Serbs. Watson describes vividly that Òdysentery
was a common killer in the filthy camp. Children often
went days without food, and the gruel they were fed was
frequently poisoned with caustic soda according to sur-
vivorsÕ testimonies.Ó About 4,000 of the 7,000 little Òres-
identsÓ would die. 

The numbers would have been higher except for the
clandestine and extremely dangerous efforts of Red Cross
volunteers working secretly with YugoslaviaÕs
Communist underground in rescuing as many as possible
and planting them as domestic servants or farm hands in
the homes of Croatians, whose brethren had liquidated
these childrenÕs parents. As Watson shares, Òthis rescue
effort relied on people work-
ing under code names in secret
cells coordinated both in sim-
ple farm houses as well as
aristocratic homes.Ó

After some time in Sisak,
a man came to find a servant
girl for his elderly grandmoth-
er and chose Dora (who was
older than her nieces). Dora
began to cry. So much so that
a Red Cross volunteer, Stefica
Prpic, was moved to intervene
and take both of them.
Unfortunately, this act of
kindness was a day late for little 3-
year-old Dragica who had died the day
before. Nena realizes to this day that
her auntÕs crying saved her life. Her
aunt knew that NenaÕs fate, if left
alone, would be the same that befell
Dragica. Prpic asked her sister and her sisterÕs husband,
Barbara and Josip Jandricko, to find a home for Nena. The
childless couple looked no further than themselves and
took Nena to her new home, a one-room wooden shack.

But this would only be the beginning of the challenges
that lay ahead. As Watson shares the now intertwined story of
Nena and the Jandrickos, he tells of the probing questions of
the local Ustashe snoop named Perkovic, who started asking
questions about the villageÕs latest arrival. 

The Jandrickos insisted that Nena was their niece, but
Perkovic didnÕt buy their line. He insisted that the entire
family be rounded up as Communists for defying the offi-
cial dogma that Serbs were enemies of the state along
with Jews and Gypsies. Death was a very real possibility
until a local notary public put his life on the line as well
by guaranteeing that Nena was a full-blooded Croat.
While that was sufficient for the moment to quiet the local
fascists, the Jandrickos had little Nena repeat over and
over again her phony Croatian parentsÕ names. As reporter

Watson puts it so powerfully, Òto stay alive, she had to
deny who she was!Ó  

Meet Tillia Durieux

The name Tillia Durieux may not be on the tip of our
tongues, but this well-known Croatian silent screen and
stage star shared a role in a greater saga, the saving of Serb
children. She spent most of the war in Zagreb after her hus-
band, Jewish industrialist Ludwig Katzenellenbogen, was
arrested and sent to his death in GermanyÕs Sachsenhausen
concentration camp. 

She took up residence with an old friend, a wealthy
heiress named Zlata Lubienski, who was also in the
Òunderground.Ó Their lovely residence, whose interior
was bedecked with Renoir and Chagall paintings, became

a favorite social stop for
Nazi officers. Durieux
secretly buried records of
Serb childrenÕs identities
so that, one day, those who
survived could know who
they really were. 

During the war, meat
was so hard to come by that
she raised rabbits, 70 of
them in the yard, which
gave her a good excuse to
work in the dirt of the gar-
den each day. This allowed
her to conceal lists of more
Serb childrenÕs names and
other vital documents.
Working ÒlifeÓ into the soil
with her bare hands and a
childÕs shovel under the

very eyes of their tormentors ultimately gave her the
underground code name of ÒPuma,Ó denoting a stealthy
mountain lion as black as her own hair.

But Òher secrets,Ó which could have cost her dearly, were
almost discovered near the warÕs end. As partisan guerrillas
pressed closer to Zagreb, a German major showed up in the
mansionÕs garden looking for the best place to set up five
machine guns. ÒTo my horror,Ó Durieux wrote, Òone of the
places he chose was the one where I usually buried the bot-
tles with the fatal content.Ó She continued to share in her own
words, ÒI was very close to fainting, but came to my senses
quickly and smiled at him in a friendly way.Ó She then helped
him to find a Òbetter location.Ó The ÒPumaÓ would live to see
another day!

The battle continues after the war

After World War II, the Communist partisansÕ leader,
Josef Broz Tito, himself a Croat, became YugoslaviaÕs

ÒOURS,Ó (Continued from page 16)

Scenes from World War II concentration
camps

M
uz

ej
 R

ev
ol

uc
ije

 N
ar

od
no

st
i J

ug
os

la
vi

je
, 

co
ur

te
sy

 U
S

H
M

M



August 2000    15

dictator. As reporter Watson puts it, Òhe tried to exorcise
the demons of ethnic hatred with a strict dogma of brother-
hood and unity.Ó 

Nena Koncar could now readily admit who she was.
But while NenaÕs life was no longer in jeopardy, her way
of life was under daily assault. The local school required
an Orthodox Serb child to learn the Catholic rites, and it
was in a 1947 class that Nena realized for the first time
Òthat something was wrong.Ó After the first two lessons,
Nena did not get her homework right, and her instructor,
a priest, gave her a sharp reminder of her place with a
slash across two fingers. Then he called her a Òvlach,Ó an
ethnic slur, that as Watson writes would Òcut deeper than
the rulerÕs edge.Ó Nena recounts, ÒHe told me that I am an
Orthodox child who had no business being there, and with
thatÑwith this bloodÑI arrived home.Ó

ItÕs never been easy for Nena and itÕs never been easy
for the entire area formerly known as Yugoslavia. ItÕs
simply hard to put away Òthe hate.Ó As much as Marshal
Tito strove to erase ethnic hatreds, it still led to war after
his death. 

A fountain with seven statues of children playing was
raised as a memorial over the site of the Sisak
Concentration Camp. Inscribed in a plaque on the foun-
tain was a reminder of this horrific past event lest the
local residents forget. But the fountain has remained dry
since 1991 and the commemorative plaque was torn down
the same year that Croatia and Serbia went to war. The
former campÕs main structure where Nena slept on
clumps of straw now houses a discotheque called the
ÒCrystal Block of Happiness.Ó Nena used to go to this
spot often to get in touch with her feelings about her long-
lost family. When she visits now, it moves her to anger at
how quickly the world forgets.

Two people who donÕt forget

But Nena Koncar and Barbara Jandricko donÕt forget!
Nena, who is now well into her 60s, still makes the trek
every Saturday and Sunday by bus to see her adoptive
mother and gain the support of her Croatian brother,
Duro, who is the JandrickosÕ only biological child. 

Just like the thankful leper in JesusÕ parable regarding
gratefulness, Nena returns often to the source of her
childhood rescue. She simply cannot forget the moment
of deliverance. The old shack is still there, with newer
scars of bullet holes from the latest round of conflict
between Serb and Croat in the early Õ90s. As reporter
Watson so aptly puts it, ÒJandricko in her 87 years has
survived enough ethnic hatred to ruin several lives, but
she has never surrendered to it.Ó 

Yes, itÕs simply hard Òto put away the hate.Ó
Sometimes, it seems it is just easier to give up or simply
join in and be like everyone else. Sometimes in frustra-
tion, you almost wish for total removal of the problem. As

Shakespeare so eloquently put it when Romeo and Juliet
had both died because of the feud between their families,
the Montagues and the Capulets: Òa pox on both your
houses!Ó 

But, problems donÕt go away that easily in real life.
There has always been a steady line of heroes who have
moved beyond the moment of personal safety to help the
refugee. 

PharaohÕs daughter picked up a Hebrew baby. Rahab
gave quarter to Hebrew men in an enemy city. Many a
person risked everything to be one more link in the
ÒUnderground RailroadÓ moving slaves from bondage to
freedom during the time of slavery in America. The Dutch
and Danes are renowned for giving refuge to their fellow
Jewish citizens during World War II. How many Hutus
have given quarter to Tutsis in the mindless genocide in
Central Africa? You can be sure there are stories to be
shared.

Long ago, David offered a plaintive cry in Psalm
142:4, ÒLook on my right hand and see, for there is no
one who acknowledges me; refuge has failed me; no one
cares for my soul.Ó A reality statement echoed out of a
cave where David was hiding. He saw relief in verse 5 by
stating, ÒI cried out to You, O LORD: I said ÔYou are my
refuge, my portion in the land of the living.ÕÓ Since that
time there have been many ÒDavids,Ó many ÒcavesÓ and
many cries for help. 

Yes, on occasion, God sends angels to the rescue.
But, I sense that His favorite tool is a human being, be it
royalty like PharaohÕs daughter, a prostitute like Rahab or
a former film star like Tillia Durieux. Maybe you are such
a person, Òa tool in waiting.Ó He is not limited in the
human tools that He uses. What limits God from using us
is perhaps our narrow perspectives. 

Again, my own perspective was jolted and then
enlarged by the story of these two women of the Balkans.
It reminded me to never paint an entire people with a
broad brush of disdain. Long ago, God told His people in
Leviticus 19:33Ð34, ÒAnd if a stranger dwells with you in
your land, you shall not mistreat him. The stranger who
dwells among you shall be to you as one born among you,
and you shall love him as yourselfÉ.Ó

I donÕt know if Barbara Jandricko is acquainted with
this particular verse in Leviticus, but she is living it daily.
In her own words, ÒIt always seemed to me the right thing
to do, and God probably made it that way.Ó 

When asked by a visitor talking to both of them about
what motivated her 58 years ago to save a young Serb
girlÕs life, Barbara Jandricko turned to Nena and asked,
ÒHow did I take you? I grabbed you with both of my
hands and said, ÔsheÕs ours!ÕÓ As Isaiah 30:21 says, Òthis
is the way, walk you in it.Ó

There are footsteps running from the banks of the
Nile to a little shack in the Balkans. Perhaps itÕs our turn
to take that walk and add a step. v
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ost of our reading audience is familiar with the
wonderful story of the rescue of the baby

Moses from the waters of the Nile River. It is a story of
daring and courage on the part of several parties. It is a
constant reminder that parents will go to incredible
lengths to preserve their children from the grips of
oppression. 

MosesÕ name, which literally means Òdrawn out,Ó
also reminds us it is a two-part equation. Someone else
on the other end has to be willing to step forward and
literally scoop a little life out of the clutches of death. 

But not everyone happens to be PharaohÕs daugh-
ter, and not everyone turns out to be a Moses, and itÕs
not always a little basket of reeds headed down our per-
sonal stream of life that demands within us a discern-
ing spirit towards the preservation of a life. 

Nevertheless, this miracle of courage and sacrifice
is borne out generation after generation by ordinary
people who perform extraordinary deeds of kindness
far away from the banks of the Nile. Such countless
events with nameless individuals should continually
remind us that it is not the stature of the personalities
involved, but the stature of the event which is para-
mount.

Recently, Los Angeles Times staff writer Paul
Watson placed a spotlight on such Ònameless individu-
alsÓ and gives us names, a rescue and an inspiring story
of courage lived out in the 20th century. In his article

ÒThe Heirs of Kindness in Croatia,Ó which appeared in
the Los Angeles Times, July 24, 2000, he brings to life
acts of courage in one of the most historically troubled
sectors of oppression and counteroppression known as
the Balkans. 

What we have witnessed over the last 10 years in
this troubled region is only the latest chapter of suspi-
cion, hatred and war that has plagued this area for hun-
dreds of years. It is the story of Croats during World
War II who risked life and limb for Serb children adrift
from their parents. ItÕs a story over 50 years old, but a
story being repeated somewhere today, by someone
else, for a little life caught up in the squeeze of history.
It may be your story one day. ItÕs worth repeating.

Meet little Nena

Watson begins by taking us to a train platform in
1942 where Croatian troops were separating children
from their parents. Little Nena Koncar is separated
from her mother. Her father has already been killed in
a massacre perpetrated by Nazi troops and their
Croatian Ustashe allies in their mountain village home
in Bosnia-Herzegovina. 

Now alone in the world except for her 3-year-old
sister, Dragica, and her 13-year-old Aunt Dora who
accompany her, little Nena travels in a cattle car head-

This Is the Way...

“She’s Ours”
by Robin Webber

(See ÒOURS,Ó page 14)
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