
On Sept. 11, 2001, Islamic 
terrorists attacked 
America, and overnight 

everything changed. The signs 
and warnings of such an attack 
were there the day before (9/10), 
but were ignored, misunderstood 
and glossed over by those charged 
with protecting the security of the 
nation. Had they been properly 
analyzed and acted upon, the trag-
edy could have been averted.

But it wasn’t, and much has 
changed for America and the West 
since that fateful day. Now come 
signs of a looming financial crisis 
that could completely change the 
global economy and have a dramatic impact 
on America’s role as the world’s dominant 
economic power.

Subprime lending crisis

Last month the world’s financial markets 
experienced a crisis caused by falling confi-
dence in what is called the subprime lending 
market. Banks, brokerage houses and mort-
gage lenders in America and Europe were 
stung by the rising defaults on risky loans 
made to homebuyers of limited means on 
reckless terms. 

Buyers took out loans on the gamble 
that housing prices would continue to rise. 
Lenders extended credit to them on a gam-
ble that the buyers would not default on the 
loans. These adjustable loans, often with 

low initial interest rates that can rise sharply, 
were made to many who were unable to 
really afford owning a home at the inflated 
prices in many areas. These mortgages were 
then resold to other financial institutions 
that offered the potential for high returns to 
investors willing to take a high risk. 

That risk was spread among many to the 
point that no one could really identify where 
the risk was. The result was fear in the mar-
kets, and the money that banks needed to do 
daily business began to dry up.

Many people who took these loans and 
are unable to pay will suffer the loss of hous-
ing, money and their credit rating. Many 
thousands who work in mortgage lending 
will lose their jobs as companies reorga-
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The subprime lending crisis is affecting 
more than borrowers and employees of the 

financial sector.
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I was 12 years old when I first began to hear and study the scriptures that describe 
the time of the Kingdom of God on this earth. I remember the conflicting feelings 
of interest, unbelief and wonder. It was so different from anything else I had heard 

about the Bible up to that point. Jesus was really coming to this earth with a govern-
ment, a kingdom that will rule the world in a manner unlike any other form of rule ever 
experienced. What an incredible, almost unbelievable concept.

Yet the more I read in the Scriptures on the matter, the more real they became. The 
more I looked at our world and saw the problems man’s rule had created, the more the 
Bible made sense and gave me hope in something beyond today. From that early period 
I formed a worldview that helped me understand today’s world and the way to lasting 
solutions for the monumental problems facing mankind. I had hope, and still do, that it 
is going to work out all right.

We have two articles in this issue of World News and Prophecy that describe the 
coming age and what it will be like. We have been running a series by Mike Bennett 
that goes, in detail, into the transformation that will take place when Christ returns as 
Messiah. Past articles have talked about the scourge of war and what conditions will be 
like when war will no longer cast its dark shadow over the earth. This month’s install-
ment shows the healing effect when there is no more hunger or disease.

We have an additional article by Cecil Maranville, “What the World Tomorrow Will 
Be Like.” This article gives an overview of the subject and emphasizes that this message 
of the coming Kingdom was at the core of Christ’s message while He was on earth the 
first time. Christ came preaching the good news of the Kingdom of God and urging 
everyone to repent, believe and accept the impact of that message (Mark 1:14-15).

Christ addressed the issues of His day in the language of the world tomorrow. He 
met the immediate physical needs of many people by healing the sick and feeding 
them on occasion. But His sermons and talks centered on the laws and principles of the 
Kingdom. He showed people how to live happy, peaceful lives in preparation for the 
world to come. He clearly described the framework of the Kingdom. He addressed the 
big issues making headlines in our world today. All of this can be found in the Gospels, 
leaving us a clear vision of what lies ahead.

The Kingdom of God is the only hope this world has. Wherever we turn today, we see 
danger and gloomy prospects. You don’t need us telling you all the bad news. Just turn on 
your television or go on the Internet to see the moral, spiritual, political and environmental 
problems facing the world. Where do you see the hope and the solutions for the problems? 
Governments will try, as all in the past have done. But will they bring a solution?

One author of a book about the biblical prophets concluded that if you believe in the 
prophecies of the Old Testament that foretell the millennial age of the Messiah, then you 
must conclude that they will not be brought to reality by any human effort. They will 
only be realized through the direct hand of God intervening in this world’s affairs. 

This conclusion is one I came to see as a young man. The Kingdom of God is just 
that—God’s Kingdom established and administered by His intervention in world affairs 
at the very moment when human existence is most threatened. Then, 
and only then, will we see the conditions of world peace achieved.

If you missed the previous four articles in the series on the world 
beyond today, then go to the back issues on our Web site and read 
them. You’ll receive an overview of the world as it will be when 
Christ sets His hand to restore to the earth His government of peace 
and righteousness.

         —Darris McNeely
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nize this part of their business. The Federal 
Reserve took steps to lower interest rates and 
to loosen the money supply. At the time of 
this writing, the dive has leveled off and mar-
kets seem to be returning to normal. 

Even if you neither had a subprime mort-
gage nor work in the industry, could this cri-
sis affect you?

The Western world’s financial markets 
have created a major problem that threatens 
the bedrock of global finance. The system is 
so precarious that it threatens the financial 
security of all citizens, regardless of their 
exposure to financial markets. You may be 
completely free of debt and still be impacted 
by this latest trouble.

Foreign investors have taken on hun-
dreds of billions of dollars of American debt. 
In essence, they are the ones who have borne 
the risks; they have financed the unrealistic 
housing boom and irresponsible consumer 
spending of recent years. 

China is one of the major creditors that 
hold this debt. This can work as long as 
America is the major market for goods made 
in China (read, cheap prices at Wal-Mart). 
But one report says that soon the European 
Union will become China’s largest export 
market. 

Now we have seen significant default in 
a major segment of the American economy. 
The confidence other nations have in the 
American economy has been shaken. And 
confidence is a key ingredient of financial 
markets. When confidence is lost in a cur-
rency, all the “good money” flees to other 
currencies thought to be more secure. No 
one backs a loser in the high stakes game of 
global finance.

For this and other reasons, there is a 
real problem with the Western economies 
that could lead to some major corrections, 
thus impacting jobs, income and growth in 
America and Great Britain. America has few-
er dollar reserves than other emerging nations 
such as India, and the United States has the 
largest trade deficit in the world. Britain has 
the world’s third largest trade deficit. 

There exists the potential for an unprec-
edented financial meltdown. Many experts 
see this problem and predict a major shift in 
investment toward other nations that seem to 
be healthier and a better investment.

An approaching fiscal hurricane

America faces a number of financial 
challenges beyond this most recent sub-

prime issue. The coming retirement of the 
baby boomer generation will swamp the 
Medicare and Social Security system in the 
coming decades. The promised money is not 
there, and the cost of these entitlements will 
overwhelm the federal budget. 

In 2008 the leading edge of the boomer 
generation will begin retirement. Those 
covered by Social Security are expected to 
grow to 69 million by 2020. By 2030 Social 
Security spending as a share of the budget 
will rise to 40 percent. These obligations will 
have to be borne by fewer workers. 

America’s health care is facing its own 
crisis. Medicare’s prescription drug cover-
age, which took effect in 2006, is expected to 
cost more than $700 billion over 10 years. By 
2050, expanding at current rates and adjusted 
for inflation, the whole Medicare program is 
expected to cost $2.6 trillion. That is the size 
of the entire federal budget today.

Budget deficits

Add continuing budget deficits to this. 
The American government spends hun-
dreds of billions of dollars more than it has. 
In recent years increased tax revenues have 
helped keep the national debt from grow-
ing as fast as it did in 2003 and 2004. Some 
economists argue that deficits don’t matter, 
especially since they are a small percentage 
(less than 3 percent) of the entire national 
economy. Given the enormous size of the 
economy, this can be managed. Funds have 

been easily borrowed from foreign investors, 
such as China, to postpone a day of reckon-
ing. But what happens when that day comes 
and other nations do not want to lend or 
invest on the same terms as the past?

China holds more than $1 trillion. What 
would happen if China chose to dump those 
dollars on the world market? This would 
cause a devaluation of the dollar and loss of 
confidence in the U.S. economy. Of course, 
it is in China’s short-term interest not to see 
the dollar devalued. They would lose their 
investment, and the resultant slump in the 
American economy would harm the Chinese 
economy. But it would be a mistake to think 
this could not change.

What if OPEC decided it would no lon-
ger price its oil in dollars but instead switched 
to the euro? Such a move would lead to high-
er fuel prices in the United States. There are 
those oil-producing countries that want to see 
this change. If confidence in the American 
economy took a serious hit, the movement 
toward such action could accelerate.

No matter how one looks at America’s 
national economy, the fact is there is an 
enormous amount of debt—more than 
this, or future generations, can ever hope 
to repay. For now the country prints more 
paper with colored ink, calls them dollars 
and puts them out to creditors with the 
hope they will continue to have confi-
dence in the American government and its 
economic policies. The day that changes 

“economy” (Continued from page 1)
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A sign showing the U.S. national debt sits in the Cannon House 
Office Building in Washington. The photo was taken Feb. 6, and 
the debt is expected to pass $10 trillion in the next two years.



�     World News and Prophecy

will see Americans and many other nations 
paying a lot more for the basics of life we 
have come to take for granted. 

Living beyond its means

The United States has written checks 
that cannot be cashed. It is shielded tempo-
rarily from the consequences by political 
leadership that does not have the integrity 
and courage to face the moral and fiscal 
consequences of greed, indifference and 
self-indulgence. 

And the fault does not lie just with 
leadership. Every citizen must see his or 
her role in creating a society that cannot 
pay its bills and chases after the gods of 
consumerism and mammon while others 
finance our extravagance. Both the nation 
and its citizens have been living beyond 
their means for too long. Other countries 
see this and are beginning to take steps 
to try to protect themselves from market 
volatility caused by this behavior.

Last December the European Central 
Bank raised its key interest rate in the 
wake of a declining dollar. This made 

the euro more attractive to international 
investors. The decline in the value of the 
dollar was seen as a threat to the European 
economy. 

In the wake of the recent crisis in credit 
markets, interest rates could rise again to 
keep liquidity strong and confidence high. 
Jean-Claude Trichet, the president of the 
European Central Bank, keeps a close eye 
on potential risks and “concerns regarding 
possible uncontrolled developments trig-
gered by global economic imbalances” 
(“How Dangerous Is the Dollar Drop?” 
Der Spiegel, Dec. 12, 2006).

Isaiah the prophet said of ancient 
Israel, in a message that resonates into 
our modern world, “Alas, sinful nation, a 
people laden with iniquity… They have 
forsaken the Lord, they have provoked to 
anger the Holy One of Israel… The whole 
head is sick, and the whole heart faints. 
From the sole of the foot even to the head, 
there is no soundness it” (Isaiah 1:4-6).

Unless the United States as a whole 
understands and accepts the root causes 
of its current dilemma and every individ-

ual comes to deep, heartfelt repentance, 
Americans will stumble blindly forward 
till a day of accounting is required for the 
great sin of forgetting where our blessings 
originated. 

It is a trait of the descendants of Jacob 
to forget the source of their wealth and 
abundance. God foretold this when He 
brought the tribes of Israel into the land 
of promise. “So it shall be, when the 
Lord your God brings you into the land 
of which He swore to your fathers, to 
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you 
large and beautiful cities which you did 
not build…then beware, lest you forget 
the Lord who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, from the house of bond-
age” (Deuteronomy 6:10-12).

That is why I ask whether we are liv-
ing in a 9/10 economy. The signs of eco-
nomic change have been in front of us 
for many years, but we go blindly on as 
if nothing will change. This publication 
has consistently warned of the coming 
change. Search our online site at www.
wnponline.org for past World News and 
Prophecy articles on the subject.  

This current crisis will likely stabilize. 
But because the fundamental problems 
remain, unless there is significant change, 
a worse crisis will follow. Obviously, 
greed is an underlying factor in all facets 
of the subprime crisis. God is ever merci-
ful, but there will be a day of judgment if 
America does not repent. 

Don’t let complacency lull you to 
sleep when it comes to world events. 
World News and Prophecy will continue 
to keep you informed.  v

Britain, the United 
States, Australia, 
Canada and other 
English-speaking 
peoples have 
played a major role 
in modern world 
history. What does 
the Bible say about 
the role they will 
play in the future? 
Request a free copy of The United States 
and Britain in Bible Prophecy.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 
15, or request or download it from our 

Web site at
www.wnponline.org

Recommended Reading
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“The poster children that tug at our 
heartstrings are all there, wide-eyed 
and ribbed with pain, their skulls 

grotesquely out of proportion to their withered 
bodies,” wrote World Food Program execu-
tive director James Morris about a drought- and 
locust-caused famine in Niger in 2005.

“Their skin hangs loose on feeble bones and 
many feed through tubes taped to their faces. 
They are gathered to play out their final days on a 
well-worn set that many may never leave.”

The UN Food and Agriculture Organization 
estimates that more than 840 million people go 
hungry every day, including one in three people in 
sub-Saharan Africa. As a result, 25,000 people die 
every day from malnutrition and hunger-related 
disease—three quarters of them children under 5 
(www.just1world.org/food-and-hunger.htm).

Children make up about half of the approxi-
mately 50 million refugees in the world. Luise 
Druke of the office of the UN High Commissioner 
for Refugees estimated that more than 2 million 
children were killed in conflicts in the 1990s. 
Another 6 million were wounded and 1 million 
orphaned. 

Millions more children (and adults) are strick-
en with disease, maimed or disabled each year.

“Your kingdom come”!

Such heartrending stories and statistics make 
us cry out to God for His Kingdom to come to 
bring a time when hunger and disease will be 
halted—even while we do what we can to help 
today.

The prophet Ezekiel records some of God’s 
fantastic promises for the world beyond today:

“I will raise up for them a garden of renown, 
and they shall no longer be consumed with hun-
ger” (Ezekiel 34:29).

“I will deliver you from all your uncleanness. I 
will call for the grain and multiply it, and bring no 
famine upon you. And I will multiply the fruit of 
your trees and the increase of your fields, so that 

you need never again bear the reproach of famine 
among the nations” (Ezekiel 36:29-30).

Famine has afflicted mankind throughout his-
tory. Every effort to eradicate hunger by great-
er agricultural production and massive relief 
programs has failed to end the scourge. Wars, 
droughts, pestilence and government inefficiency 
and corruption have combined to thwart even the 
great gains of the green and biotech revolutions.

But God promises agricultural abundance that 
will bring an end to hunger and starvation.

“‘Behold, the days are coming,’ says the Lord, 
‘When the plowman shall overtake the reaper, 
and the treader of grapes him who sows seed; the 
mountains shall drip with sweet wine, and all the 
hills shall flow with it… They shall also make 
gardens and eat fruit from them” (Amos 9:13-
14).

The Nelson Study Bible explains the signifi-
cance of Amos’s statement: “Israelite farmers 
plowed…from mid-October. They harvested the 
grain crop…from late March to early June. For the 
plowman to overtake the reaper would mean such 
an abundant harvest that it would last all summer 
and would not be gathered until the plowing had 
started again.”

With the fear of war and hunger removed, each 
elderly person, adult and child will feel secure and 
content. “Everyone shall sit under his vine and 
under his fig tree, and no one shall make them 
afraid; for the mouth of the Lord of hosts has spo-
ken” (Micah 4:4).

Isaiah painted word pictures of the barren land 
being transformed into productive and beautiful 
fields “like Eden…the garden of the Lord; joy 
and gladness will be found in it, thanksgiving and 
the voice of melody” (Isaiah 51:3).

For thousands of years man’s activities have 
reduced the amount of productive farmland in the 
world and increased the size of the deserts. But all 
that will change in the world beyond today. Isaiah 
pictured it this way:

“The wilderness and the wasteland shall be 

The Wonderful World Beyond Today

A Return to Eden: When Hunger 
and Disease Disappear

The plight of the sick, poor and hungry makes us long for the day when a real utopia spreads 
around the earth!

by Mike Bennett

Such 
heartrending 
stories and 
statistics make us 
cry out to God 
for His Kingdom 
to come to bring 
a time when 
hunger and 
disease will be 
halted—even 
while we do 
what we can to 
help today.



glad for them, and the desert shall rejoice 
and blossom as the rose; it shall blossom 
abundantly and rejoice, even with joy and 
singing… For waters shall burst forth in 
the wilderness, and streams in the desert. 
The parched ground shall become a pool, 
and the thirsty land springs of water” 
(Isaiah 35:1-2, 6-7).

Disease and disability to 
disappear!

This beautiful chapter also describes 
the healing of the disabilities that have 
plagued mankind for millennia. 

“Then the eyes of the blind shall be 
opened, and the ears of the deaf shall be 
unstopped. Then the lame shall leap like 
a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing” 
(Isaiah 35:5-6).

God’s healing power will do what 
medical science has only dreamed of 
doing, repairing the intricate systems 
that allow us to see and hear, run and 
speak. 

After describing the sin and the incur-
able sickness so prevalent in today’s 
world, Jeremiah records God’s promise 
of restoration: “‘For I will restore health 
to you and heal your wounds,’ says the 
Lord” (Jeremiah 30:17). 

God, as our Creator, knows how our 
bodies should work and has the power to 
repair the cumulative effects of mankind’s 
abuse of the human body over thousands 

of years. Peter reminds us of this focus of 
the incredible love of Jesus Christ, “Who 
Himself bore our sins in His own body 
on the tree, that we, having died to sins, 
might live for righteousness—by whose 
stripes you were healed” (1 Peter 2:24). 
Matthew tells us, “He Himself took our 
infirmities and bore our sicknesses” 
(Matthew 8:17).

Disease, sickness and all the sor-
row that accompanies them will finally 
be conquered. People will be taught the 
causes of diseases and how to prevent 
them. The huge drain on individuals, 
families and society caused by the suf-
fering, medical expenses and lost pro-
ductivity will be a thing of the past.

An economic system that works

Exactly how the economy of the 
future will run and the nature of future 
technology might be matters for specu-
lation. But we do know that with agri-
cultural abundance and without the drain 
of military and medical expenses and 
without governmental corruption and 
wastefulness, there will be plenty for all 
to share. 

Everyone will be taught to be a con-
tributing, productive member of society. 
God will hold those accountable who try 
to oppress the poor or who seek to sponge 
off others (James 5:1-6; 2 Thessalonians 
3:10-12).

A just and reasonable taxation system 
will contribute to a fair and prosperous 
future. In fact, God promises incredible 
blessings to those who no longer rob 
from Him, as mankind has throughout 
history, but who pay the 10th that He 
requires. 

“‘Bring all the tithes into the store-
house, that there may be food in My 
house, and try Me now in this,’ says the 
Lord of hosts, ‘If I will not open for you 
the windows of heaven and pour out for 
you such blessing that there will not be 
room enough to receive it’” (Malachi 
3:10). This promise included preventing 
pests from attacking the crops and pro-
viding productivity (verse 11).

Where it all leads

The bountiful harvests, the beauti-
fully restored environment, the vibrant 
health of the people, the productive 
economy—all these are wonderful in 
themselves. But humans have enjoyed 
some of these things before, yet eventu-
ally ruined them. What is to prevent that 
from happening again? 

God shows that He intends these 
physical blessings to lead to something 
even more incredible. After describing 
the abundance that will replace the fam-
ines of today, Ezekiel writes:

“Then you will remember your evil 
ways and your deeds that were not good 
[the causes of the suffering of this pres-
ent age]; and you will loathe yourselves 
in your own sight, for your iniquities and 
your abominations” (Ezekiel 36:31). 

God intends these blessings to lead 
to repentance—the vehement desire to 
change from within. God wants to win 
and change hearts and minds so that we 
will not repeat the tragedies of this age. 
Identifying the problems in our hearts 
and coming to deeply desire to change 
ourselves are the first steps to becoming 
citizens who will not befoul or destroy 
the beautiful world God is bringing.

For more about the process of repen-
tance and change that can begin now, 
download or request a free copy of 
Transforming Your Life: The Process of 
Conversion. Allowing God to transform 
you won’t change the whole world now, 
but it will dramatically change your cor-
ner of it. And it will prepare you to serve 
God in helping others and bringing His 
utopian Kingdom soon to this earth.  v

Wars, droughts, pestilence and government inefficiency and 
corruption have combined to thwart even the great gains of the 

green and biotech revolutions. But God promises agricultural 
abundance that will bring an end to hunger and starvation.
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What the World Tomorrow  
Will Be Like

Are you tired of bad news? Do you grieve over the never-ending cycle of mayhem and madness 
assaulting you daily through the TV, the Internet and the print media, to say nothing of the trying 
events of your life and the lives of loved ones? Well, here is some good news! The world is about to 

change dramatically—for the better!  

by Cecil E . Maranville

Few would argue with the view that this pres-
ent world is facing monumental problems, 
including terrorism, disease, violent crime 

and natural disasters. Where is God in all of this 
bad news? 

Some angrily criticize Him for failing to stop 
these and other tragedies. Some have given up 
faith altogether, because of all the suffering they 
have witnessed. But they do not understand that 
He has never abandoned humanity and that His 
plan to save them from death is right on track. 

You may retort that He is too late to save 
billions who have already died, many of them 
prematurely as innocent victims of the actions of 
others. You would be right that there have been 
innocent victims but wrong that God is too late 
to save them. 

Millions expect God is going to save only 
them, snatching them away to heaven, while 
leaving billions behind to suffer agonizing 
deaths. This is not so! Rather than flee from this 
troubled planet, believers will remain here with 
Christ to assist Him in helping its citizens to 
reverse every last evil.

Read on to see where the Bible promises 
these developments and to learn how you can 
have a part in the marvelous future of the world 
that is coming tomorrow.

Some see no need for God

Others are convinced that believing in a spe-
cific God would complicate their lives, placing 
(what they feel are) unnecessary restrictions on 
their lifestyles and their behavior. These people 
do not look for God. They may be moral in a 
general sense; they may be well educated and 
responsible people, but they do not expect God 
to affect either their lives or the lives of the rest 
of humanity. They believe the world is now, and 
will be in the future, what men and women make 
it—nothing more and nothing less.

This view is also wrong!

Humankind would have to discover a way to 
control the choking population growth occurring 
in the countries least able to afford it. Humankind 
would have to find a way to help poor nations 
to reverse their poverty permanently. One of 
humanity’s greatest challenges is simply to find 
an adequate supply of clean water for everyone 
on the planet.

What are the chances that humankind will 
resolve all of these issues and create a bright 
world tomorrow? After thousands of years of 
modern history and countless attempts at “the 
perfect world,” humanity has not been able to 
do so.  

It could well be that some of the seeming-
ly impossible challenges will be met and that 
humanity will master them. But there is one 
challenge that humankind in its most enlightened 
periods has never been able to meet. It does not 
require ingenuity or invention. Although some 
believe that education would bring it about, this 
has never happened. I’m speaking of the need 
to change the inner nature of every man and 
woman.

Humankind 
must learn to 
end the bitter 
resentment, 
jealousy and 
hatred that 
numerous ethnic 
groups and 
religions feel 
toward each 
other, for this 
is the breeding 
ground for all 
conflicts and 
wars.

Humanity’s track record is one of 
war, destruction and hatred. Can we 

ever solve our own problems?
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This nature is the root cause of all 
the world’s ills, from personal relation-
ships to relationships between nations. 
Humankind must learn to end the bit-
ter resentment, jealousy and hatred that 
numerous ethnic groups and religions 
feel toward each other, for this way of 
thinking has been the prime breeding 
ground for most of history’s conflicts 
and wars.

A momentous change is about 
to occur

Longtime readers of World News and 
Prophecy realize that the world’s trou-
bles will continue and grow worse until 
a watershed event happens, a change that 
is the focal point of all Bible prophecy. 
That defining moment is the direct inter-
vention of God in human affairs through 
Jesus Christ. The Messiah will return to 
the earth, take physical control of the 
nations and establish the Kingdom of 
God as the supreme government over all 
nations. 

Instead of humankind being able to 
solve the world’s pressing crises, it will 
be on the verge of destroying itself when 
Jesus Christ comes just in time to rescue 
it. Describing the moment of His arrival, 
Revelation 11:18 tells us the condition 
of the world then: “And the nations were 
full of wrath, and Your wrath came, and 
the time of the judging of the dead, and 
to give the reward to Your servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and to the 
ones fearing Your name, to the small 
and to the great, and to destroy those 
destroying the earth” (Modern King 
James Version).

We see also that Christ comes to 
judge the world, which means that He 
will assume full governmental control 
of every nation and region on earth. 
You may be surprised to learn that this 
is the core of the gospel message Jesus 
inspired the ministry of the Church of 
God to preach.

Notice this statement from the apostle 
Paul to a first century audience: “Truly, 
then, God overlooking the times of igno-
rance, now He strictly commands all 
men everywhere to repent, because He 
has appointed a day in which He is going 
to judge the world in righteousness by a 
Man whom He appointed, having given 
proof to all by raising Him from the 
dead” (Acts 17:30-31, MKJV).

The gospel calls for spiritual repen-
tance, but also announces a world gov-
ernment under the personal management 
of Jesus Christ. Many have an inaccurate 
sense of Christ’s second coming, typi-
cally thinking He will come secretly to 
snatch away a relative handful of human-
ity to take them to heaven. 

Others attribute references to judg-
ing as meaning only the final spiritual 
judgment, when Christ announces a 
sentence of eternal life or eternal death. 
They don’t think of Christ as the head 
of a government over physical nations, 
judging them—that is, exercising judg-
ment over them, ruling over them in a 
literal government.

“The Jews’ mistake”

The New Testament record shows 
that the Jews generally failed to perceive 
the element of prophecy that foretold a 
suffering Savior. They failed to grasp 
the nuances within the Old Testament 
that in hindsight we now readily recog-
nize as prophecies of the Messiah first 
coming in the form of a humble Man 
to become the perfect sacrifice for the 
sins of all humankind. Most of the Jews 
were blinded to the possibility that the 
Man, Jesus of Nazareth could be the 
Messiah. 

(Not all Jews failed to understand, for 
God called many thousands as the pio-
neer ministers and members of the New 
Testament Church.) 

What was the reason for this blind 
spot? Was it because they totally misun-
derstood the Scripture? To the contrary, 
it was because they understood the main 
theme of Scripture quite well! They knew 
that Scripture foretold that the Messiah 
would come to the earth to be its power-
ful King. So, that is who they have looked 
for, as Acts 1:6 demonstrates. Even after 
years of personal instruction from Christ, 
His disciples wondered if He would take 
on this mantle. “Therefore, when they 
had come together, they asked Him, say-
ing, ‘Lord, will You at this time restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’”

“The Christians’ mistake”

Have today’s Christians made the 
reverse error? That is, they have under-
stood that Christ (that name is the Greek 
equivalent of the Hebrew word Messiah) 
would come as the Savior to give His 

life as a sacrifice for sin. But has most 
of Christendom failed to understand that 
He will also come as a conquering King 
to reign over the earth? 

It would seem so! They have like-
wise missed the fact that the destiny of 
Christians is to serve on earth with Him, 
instead of going off to heaven away from 
the world’s ills.  

True believers are prepared through a 
lifetime of submission to God’s holy law 
for this awesome task of joining Christ 
as co-administrators of the government 
of God! 

This truth, too, has been the heart of 
the gospel Christ and the early Church 
preached. Jesus revealed to His first 
apostles, “Assuredly I say to you, that in 
the regeneration, when the Son of Man 
sits on the throne of His glory, you who 
have followed Me will also sit on twelve 
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of 
Israel” (Matthew 19:28).   

Christ came the first time to become 
the perfect sacrifice for sin. But even 
then, He spoke often of when He would 
come again as a conquering King. But 
when we understand the full picture, we 
will see that Christ’s rule as King is actu-
ally a continuation of God’s plan to bring 
many sons to glory.

Modern Christians deal with this 
prophetic theme of the Kingdom of God 
in a variety of ways. Perhaps the most 
common way is to disregard the Old 
Testament, believing that all it foretold 
has happened. They might read the 
Psalms purely for their poetic inspiration 
and general comfort. In fact, the Psalms 
themselves are rich with prophecies 
about the Kingdom of God.

Alternatively, some might view the 
Old Testament philosophically, seeing 
Kingdom prophecies as mere spiritual 
analogies. 

But you need to know that dismiss-
ing prophecies about the Kingdom 
of God will shut you off from under-
standing much of the New Testament, 
including the purpose for which you 
were born!  

Jesus often quoted and expounded 
on Old Testament scriptures. He later 
inspired the New Testament writers to 
do the same. The book of Revelation 
in particular draws upon Old Testament 
themes, symbolism and prophecies from 
beginning to end. Let’s now take a look 
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at several eye-opening prophecies you 
probably have read and heard in the past, 
without fully realizing what they imply.

Did you know…

“For unto us a Child is born, unto us a 
Son is given…” You are probably hearing 
the wonderful strains of Handel’s Messiah 
in your mind! Do you know what the rest 
of this famous prophecy says? The same 
verse, Isaiah 9:6, continues, “And the 
government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace.”

The next verse continues the theme, 
“Of the increase of His government and 
peace there will be no end, upon the 
throne of David and over His kingdom, 
to order it and establish it with judgment 
and justice from that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this.”

Clearly, there are two tracks for the 
perceiving eye and the discerning ear. A 
child was born; He grew to be a man, the 
Son of Man, who was wonderful, a coun-
selor, a prince of peace. However, Jesus 
Christ was not a government counselor, 
nor did He come in mighty or everlasting 
form and He did not ascend to the throne 
of David.

“Government…upon His shoulder” is 
a reference to that royal authority, a con-
cept to which many millions who believe 
they follow Christ have never given any 
consideration. John Gill’s Expositor says 
this “is an allusion to magistrates having 
a key or rod laid on their shoulders, as 
ensigns of their office, or carried by their 
officers for them, see Isa 9:4; 22:21, and 
it shows that it was laid upon him [that 
is, He didn’t take this honor to Himself]” 
(notes on Isaiah 9:6).

How could one truly be a Christian, 
a follower of Christ, and not be aware of 
these issues so central to His message?

Well-known parable

This truth dovetails beautifully with 
one of Christ’s parables, the story of a 
man of royal blood who travels from his 
region to a distant country to be invested 
as a king and returns to rule. The par-
able of the talents (or minas) begins, “A 
certain nobleman went into a far country 
to receive for himself a kingdom and to 
return” (Luke 19:12).

Undoubtedly, this passage is famil-
iar to many who have heard it used to 
emphasize the lesson that believers must 
use the gifts God gives them (a “talent” 
was a monetary unit, symbolic of power 
from God). They understand that we are 
not simply to wait around for Christ’s 
return, but rather we are to live by His 
teachings now.  

But, do you know the principal rea-
son Christ told His disciples this story? 
Allow the Bible to speak for itself. The 
previous verse tells us why: “Now as 
they heard these things, He spoke another 
parable, because He was near Jerusalem 
and because they thought the kingdom of 
God would appear immediately.” 

The main character of His story trav-
els a long distance, which takes him away 
for a long time. Jesus’ clear intention was 
to help the disciples understand that He 
was going away and that He would be 
gone for a long time.

In speaking of the man of noble 
rank receiving a kingdom, He was also 
plainly continuing the primary theme of 
Old Testament prophecy—the Messiah 
would rule over the earth as its King.  
Some think that when Christ returns, 

everything physical will end and that 
everything after His coming is spiritual. 
This is an inaccurate view. The truth is, 
God intends to do a great deal with phys-
ical people after Christ returns.  

When Christ taught this parable, it 
would have been a perfect opportunity 
for Him to correct the understanding that 
He would come as a conquering King. 
But He didn’t! That is because the disci-
ples weren’t wrong in their basic expec-
tation—only their timing was wrong. So, 
that’s what He set out to correct—their 
understanding of the timing of when He 
would become King over the world.

For much more biblical proof 
that Christ is coming to establish His 
Kingdom on the earth, request and read 
our booklets Jesus Christ: The Real Story 
and The Gospel of the Kingdom.

Where you might fit in 

Having this insight into the future 
should cause us to wonder what our part 
might be in all that is to come. It’s more 
fantastic than anyone could imagine, and 
you can prove it from the Bible with the 
help of another free publication, What Is 
Your Destiny?  v

Christ came the first time to become the perfect sacrifice for 
sin. But even then, He spoke often of when He would come 

again as a conquering King.



We were walking through the African 
bush talking.

I asked the elderly African man 
how many children he had, and he told me 54! 
“How many wives did you have?” was my next 
question. “Four,” he replied. That still works out 
to over 13 children per wife.

That’s quite a contrast to the West, where the 
average couple has less than two children. They 
need to have an average of 2.1 for a population to 
remain constant; fewer than two means the num-
bers are dropping. It’s not surprising that many 
Western countries make up the difference by 
importing workers from the third world, includ-
ing Africa.

My wife and I were in southwestern Ontario, 
Canada, in mid-July. We visited a family there 
who own an alpaca farm. They have one 14-year-
old child, a boy. I asked him about his schooling. 
In the course of the conversation he mentioned 
that one of the local schools had recently closed 
due to falling enrollment. 

He and his parents wonder where future farm-
ers are going to come from, as the average age 
of people in the area is quite high. That same 
evening, the Canadian television news unsurpris-
ingly highlighted the fact that Canada’s popula-
tion is aging. Without immigrants, it would be a 
lot higher. 

The same day, our local newspaper in 
Michigan carried a front-page story asking the 
same question about the future of farming. The 
average age of farmers in Michigan is over 55. 
Few young people are interested in going into 
farming. The paper asked, Where will our food 
come from in the future?

It’s not surprising, in the face of these chang-
ing demographics, that America’s minority (non-
white) population is now one third of the country’s 
total population. Earlier this year the total popu-
lation of the United States passed the 300 million 
mark. A few weeks later, it was announced that 
minorities number 100 million. Not so long ago, 
minorities, then mostly African-Americans, were 

about 12 percent of the total population. 
A similar trend is taking place throughout 

the Western world. In fact, it was pointed out 
recently that there’s only one place in the world 
where people of European descent are increasing 
in numbers, and that’s Utah, a state significantly 
populated by Mormons, who tend to have big 
families.

Immigrant population explosion

These figures are amazing when you consid-
er that just one century ago people of European 
descent dominated the globe. Today, many coun-
tries in Europe itself may soon be taken over by 
immigrants and their descendants. 

People of the Islamic faith in particular are 
increasing in numbers. From being numerically 
insignificant 50 years ago, they are now so popu-
lous that Muhammad has replaced Pierre as the 
most popular boy’s name in France and is sec-
ond only to Jack in England. The fastest-growing 
communities in the United States are Hispanics 
and Muslims.

It hasn’t always been this way. America’s 
ancestors had lots of children. The American 
Civil War has often been described as a war that 
pitted “brother against brother.” That phrase 
would not mean as much today, as most young 
men do not have a brother. 

In the middle of the 19th century people had 
big families. It wasn’t until the 20th century that 
this changed, with easier access to birth control. 
The first birth control clinic in the United States 
opened in 1916. Former President Theodore 
Roosevelt warned that it would lead to the end of 
our civilization. Almost a century later, it seems 
that his prediction is coming true.

A major turning point came with the introduc-
tion of the birth control pill in 1960. This made 
the sexual revolution of the 1960s possible. Now 
women no longer had to fear conceiving a child out 
of wedlock. They could even initiate sexual activity 
without worrying about the consequences. 

Prior to the pill, men generally had to have a 

It’s ironic 
that Western 

countries have 
never been so 

free with sex—
while at the 

same time failing 
to reproduce 

themselves to 
ensure their 

long-term 
national survival!

Demographic Trends: A 
Warning to the Western World

A century ago big families were common in the Western world. Today the opposite is true. While 
the West fails to reproduce, third world countries have high birthrates. The result is a massive 

migration from the third world to the West.

by Melvin Rhodes
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good job and be able to provide for a wife 
and children before they could enjoy sex-
ual relations, but suddenly it seemed they 
could have sex with anybody, anywhere, 
any time without fear! A strong incentive 
for work and marriage was taken away. 
Family life suffered as well. And over the 
decades since, the declining birthrate has 
begun to affect the economic outlook.

But this population trend was only 
in the West. High birthrates continued 
throughout much of the rest of the world, 
along with reduced infant mortality 
rates.

The imbalance in birthrates, in turn, 
is a leading cause of the mass migrations 
that are taking place, with people from 
high birthrate countries in the third world 
moving to low birthrate countries in the 
West. If this continues, the end result will 
be the demise of the West as the major-
ity culture changes. Certainly, changing 
demographics is having a major influ-
ence on a number of nations.

Rejection of biblical family 
values

The West’s population decline relates 
directly to its rejection of Christianity.

Previous generations in some Western 
European countries understood a great 
deal about the Bible. They knew what the 
Scriptures had to say on the subject of sex 
and family life.

Right at the very beginning of the 
Bible, God says that man is made in His 
image (Genesis 1:26-27). He instructed 
the first couple to be fruitful and multi-
ply (verse 28). In Genesis 22:15-17 God 
promised to bless faithful Abraham with 
numerous descendants. They would be 
“as the stars of the heaven and as the sand 
which is on the seashore.” 

Abraham’s grandson, the Old 
Testament patriarch Israel, had 12 sons. 
The descendants of those 12 sons, in turn, 
became the 12 tribes of Israel.

One of these sons, Joseph, fathered 
two children, Ephraim and Manasseh, 
who were to grow into a “multitude 
of nations” and a great single nation 
(Genesis 48:19). Israel’s name was to be 
“named upon them” (verse 16).

In Deuteronomy 28, God promised 
great blessings to the peoples of Israel 
if they would obey Him. One of the 
promised blessings was in “the fruit” of 
their bodies (verse 4), with many healthy 

children. Conversely, a curse for disobe-
dience was to be a low birthrate (verse 
18). 

A prophecy for Israel at the end time 
shows the link between a low birthrate 
and immorality. “They shall commit har-
lotry, but not increase” (Hosea 4:10). It’s 
ironic that Western countries have never 
been so free with sex—while at the same 
time failing to reproduce themselves to 
ensure their long-term national survival! 

This is in stark contrast to the days 
of supposedly Victorian prudery when a 
high birthrate was a contributing factor to 
the ascendancy of the English-speaking 
peoples.

In the last days, “no pregnancy 
and no conception”

The prophecies of Joseph’s sons in 
“the last days” make it clear that God has 
been helping the United States and Britain 
in their conflicts (Genesis 49:1, 22-24). 
“But his bow remained in strength, and 
the arms of his hands were made strong 
by the hands of the Mighty God of 
Jacob.” Hosea 7:15 adds: “Though I dis-
ciplined and strengthened their arms, yet 
they devise evil against Me.” 

In spite of God’s continual deliv-
erance from defeat, the British and 
American people have turned progres-
sively away from Him. While ignorance 
of God’s Word abounds, the latest Harry 
Potter book sold over 11 million copies in 
the United States and Britain on its first 
day! 

Hosea chapter 9 adds: “As for 
Ephraim, their glory shall fly away like 
a bird—no birth, no pregnancy, and no 
conception! Though they bring up their 
children, yet I will bereave them to the 
last man. Yes, woe to them when I depart 
from them!” (verses 11-12).

A time is coming, and maybe now 
is, when God will not give victory to the 
two descendants of Joseph. “I will break 
the pride of your power” (Leviticus 
26:19), He warns the modern Israelites. 
A contributory factor to their defeat will 
undoubtedly be the shortage of manpow-
er due to the low birthrate. Increasingly, 
we hear reports of how the military of 
both countries is severely overstretched.

Israel: a microcosm

One of Joseph’s brothers was Judah, 
the ancestor of the Jews who now com-

prise the nation of Israel in the Middle 
East. They also suffer from this birthrate 
imbalance, which was a major factor in 
Israel handing over control of Gaza. 

The United Nations “treats every 
resident of Gaza as a refugee. It provides 
housing, schooling and medication for 
every newborn—whether a first child 
or a 10th sibling. As a result…a Jewish 
majority in Israel and the territories has 
been turned into a minority. 

“In the over-60 age bracket, Jews 
enjoy a three to one lead in population. 
But they lose ground in the younger 
generations that will wage the wars of 
the coming decades. In 2005 there were 
640,000 Jewish boys under 15, against 
1.1 million in the Arab sector. 

“Many young Jews are their families’ 
only sons, who concentrate on future 
vocations. However, more than two 
thirds of the Arab boys are second, third 
and even fourth brothers. Neither their 
fathers nor the UN will leave them any 
property or prepare them for a decent 
place in life” (Gunnar Heinsohn, “Why 
Gaza Is Fertile Ground for Angry Young 
Men,” Financial Times, June 14, 2007). 
The changing demographics will only 
exacerbate the situation.

Israel’s problem is just a micro-
cosm of a greater problem throughout 
the Western world, where Muslims 
and other immigrant groups have high 
birthrates in contrast to the majority 
populations. Based on current trends, 
the majority ethnic group in a number 
of Western nations will change within 
the next 50 years. Immigration is only 
part of the problem. A low birthrate 
also contributes. As Western econo-
mies expand, people are needed to fill 
the jobs created. 

Part of the problem here is that the 
peoples of the West have lost sight of 
the joy of family life and children. Many 
people value material possessions more 
than they value having children. This is 
decidedly not the case in other cultures 
where children are highly valued. 

To learn more about God’s teachings 
that lead to strong, happy families, request 
or download the booklet Marriage and 
Family: The Missing Dimension. For 
more about the blessings and prophetic 
warnings given to the English-speaking 
peoples, request or download The United 
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy.  v
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Infidel
Ayaan Hirsi Ali has written a remarkable book about her experiences as a Somali 

Muslim woman in Kenya, Ethiopia, Saudi Arabia and the Netherlands (ISBN-13 #978-
0743289684, 2007, 368 pages).

Reviewed by Cecil E . Maranville

I nfidel is a remarkable book by a 
remarkable person. It’s unusual that 
someone less than 40 years old would 

have lived a life worthy of an autobiog-
raphy, but Ayaan Hirsi Ali certainly has. 
You might not have heard or remembered 
her name, but you are likely aware of the 
brutal murder of filmmaker Theo van 
Gogh in November 2004 at the hands 
of a radical Muslim. Van Gogh produced an 11-
minute documentary titled Submission about the 
inherent abuse of women in the Islamic faith.

We wrote of the murder and its implications in 
several articles in World News and Prophecy starting 
in December 2004. After shooting his victim, then 
cutting his throat nearly to decapitation, the assassin 
stabbed a note to van Gogh’s chest. The note was 
a fatwa-like assassination order against the woman 
who wrote the screenplay—Ayaan Hirsi Ali.

Ali was, at the time, a member of the Dutch par-
liament. Little publicized outside of Holland, sub-
sequent events threw the tiny nation into turmoil 
and eventually led Ali to write her extraordinary 
autobiography.

She now lives in the United States, but she came 
to Holland from Kenya, where she lived with her 
grandmother, mother and sister as refugees from 
war-torn Somalia. The family also lived for a time 
in Saudi Arabia and Ethiopia. She provides an 
insightful perception of the different approaches to 
Islam in the indigenous cultures and tribes.

Islam’s oppression of women

Principally, Infidel is the story of Islam’s 
effect upon women, told from the point of view of 
Somalis, where female circumcision is still prac-
ticed. Living in Saudi Arabia as a young girl in the 
1970s, Ali also offers sharp insights into life as a 
woman under Islam in the Wahhabi tradition. In 

Kenya, as a teen, she was drawn to the 
radical Muslim Brotherhood, learning its 
violent philosophy from imams sponsored 
by Egypt and Saudi Arabia. She experi-
enced and witnessed the routine beatings 
of women and children, as well as the 
facelessness of a female in the Islamic 
culture.

Yet, she did not rebel against her cul-
ture for a long time, not until her father arranged 
a marriage for her to a man she did not know and 
did not want to marry. Arranged marriages were—
are—the norms in Islam. Her husband-to-be was 
Canadian, and while she was en route to Canada 
from Kenya to marry him, she sought asylum in 
Holland. She assimilated into the Dutch culture, as 
well as its politics, receiving a university education 
and eventually being elected to parliament. 

Throughout it all, she struggled with her 
Muslim training, testing its assertions against what 
she witnessed in the West. She had been brought up 
to believe that only an Islamic government could 
produce a harmonious society, but she saw coun-
tries in Europe that were arguably better-ordered, 
cleaner and healthier than any of the Muslim 
nations in which she had lived. Moreover, the way 
the women of Europe were able to live was a uni-
verse away from Muslim practice.

She struggled with the Islamic mentality toward 
its women, concluding repeatedly that it did not fit 
the modern world. Even as a teen, she dared to 
question her imams, seeking the “why” behind the 
Koranic rules. As an adult, especially after mov-
ing to Holland, she openly debated those willing to 
address her questions. She could not find the rel-
evancy within Islam that she believed the modern 
world requires. So she left the faith.

However, she did not leave her passionate 
desire to see the way of life for Muslim women 
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improved. She grieved over the circumci-
sion of young Somali girls that she knew 
continued even in the immigrant Somali 
communities of West. She had firsthand 
knowledge of it in Holland. (Female cir-
cumcision isn’t a tenet of Islam, but the 
imams don’t forbid it either. It’s the rem-
nant of an ignorant nomadic superstition.)

She describes as common throughout 
Islam the brutal subjugation of women, 
including arranged marriages, beatings 
by their husbands and the expectation that 
they will forever be quietly in the back-
ground of a male-dominated culture.  

It is doubtful that she will bring about 
any change within Islam. Devout Muslims 
view her as a heretic; even her family cut 
off all contact with her. Ibrahim Hooper, 
spokesman for the Council on American-
Islamic Relations, says Ali is “just another 
Muslim basher on the lecture circuit” (Neely 
Tucker, “True Believer,” Washington Post, 
March 7, 2007, p. C01). 

Armed body guards travel with Ali 
wherever she goes; they have ever since 
the murder of van Gogh. 

Three principal lessons

The book itself is excellent writing, 
moving quickly along through dynamic 
and tragic stories. There are three out-
standing points to draw from it. The first is 
the insight into how shockingly different 
the cultures of Somalia, Ethiopia, Saudi 
Arabia and Kenya are from the West. Ali’s 
grandmother literally lived in the Stone 
Age, married to a nomad and surviving off 
the desert; she was forced into an arranged 
marriage to an older man when she was 10 
years old. 

The second point springs from the first: 
That part of the world is still largely con-
scious of tribes, clans and families. The 
book opens with Ali’s recitation of her 
ancestors, something that her grandmother 
had her do repeatedly. Whenever one met 
a stranger, the first thing they did was recite 
their family lines, usually to discover some 
common ancestor. Clans automatically 
helped fellow clan members with food, 
shelter or whatever else was needed. 

When all else fails—as when Somalia 
overthrew its communist government—
people return to their tribal identity. Sadly, 
that country exploded into intertribal war-
fare, propelling hundreds of thousands of 
refugees over the borders of neighboring 
countries. 

Clearly, any international policies 
regarding the Middle East must be knowl-
edgeable about tribal configurations, not 
merely national boundaries. Failing to ful-
ly understand and plan around this reality 
has frustrated the American-led coalition 
in Iraq. 

The third point is the most important. It 
has to do with Ali’s reaction to the 9/11 ter-
ror assault on the United States. When she 
heard of the attacks, her first reaction was, 
“Please don’t let the attackers be Muslims.” 
Her worst fears were confirmed when she 
learned that that the terrorists were indeed 
Muslims. Ali bristled at the ignorance in 
analyses that claimed the attacks sprang 
from Islamic frustrations about Palestine, 
Israel or Western morals. 

Terrorist attacks “were about 
belief”

“It was about belief,” she wrote, blunt-
ly. Articles “about Islam being a religion of 
peace and tolerance, not the slightest bit vio-
lent…were fairy tales, nothing to do with 
the real world I knew… People theorized 
about poverty pushing people to terrorism; 
about colonialism and consumerism, pop 
culture and Western decadence… None of 
this pseudointellectualism had anything to 
do with reality” (p. 270).

Addressing the theory that American 
support for Israel and Arab frustration over 
Palestinian issues motivated the attacks, 
Ali scoffed that the attackers weren’t 
Palestinian men. None left letters about 
Palestine. “This was belief, I thought. Not 
frustration, colonialism, or Israel: it was 
about a religious belief, a one-way ticket 
to Heaven” (ibid.).  

Questions, doubts and challenges she had 
mentally collected about Islam now flooded 
Ali’s mind. She wrote that she came to real-
ize, “We froze the moral outlook of billions 
of people into the mind-set of the Arab desert 
in the seventh century” (p. 272).

She sees Islam as unwilling to bring 
the faith into the modern world. Equally, 
she sees the West as unwilling to perceive 
Islam for what it is. Commenting on a 
European Social Democrat Parties confer-
ence whose attendees “seemed to think it 
would be easy to set up the institutions for 
a European Islam in peace and harmony. 
They seemed clouded by wishful thinking 
rather than operating with rigorous analy-
sis” (p. 278). 

She was commenting on the fact that 

European Islamic communities are retain-
ing their cultures, with their unacceptable 
and troublesome components. They are 
not integrating into Europe’s culture, and 
they are retaining their deeply held reli-
gious convictions.

One of the changes she pushed for in 
Holland was the registration of “honor 
killings”—murders of Islamic women by 
family members over acts that they believe 
dishonored the family. Homicide statistics 
did not reflect this category until Ali lob-
bied the justice minister to try a pilot proj-
ect in just two of the 25 regions in Holland. 
Monitoring honor killings revealed 11 in 
only seven months! 

Such murders occur by the multiple 
thousands throughout the Muslim world, 
as well as within insular immigrant com-
munities in Western countries. “Honor 
killings occur for a variety of offenses, 
including allegations of premarital or extra-
marital sex, refusing an arranged marriage, 
attempting to obtain a divorce, or simply 
talking with a man. If a woman brings 
shame to the family, her male relatives 
are bound by duty and culture to kill her” 
(James Emery, “Reputation Is Everything: 
Honor Killing Among the Palestinians,” 
www.worldandi.com, 2003).

The most explosive charge she leveled 
at Islam was in regard to the “marriage” 
of the prophet Muhammad, then in his 
50s, to a 9-year-old girl. Ali pointed out 
to the Dutch authorities that he would be 
a pedophile by modern legal standards. 
Her comparison was a firebomb to devout 
Muslims.

You can understand why Ayaan Hirsi 
Ali has become a lightning rod for contro-
versy in today’s world. Islam and its inter-
nal struggles—Shia vs. Sunni, clan vs. clan, 
Wahhabism, radical terrorists, etc.—are all 
part of the daily news. All are part of the 
considerations of international politics, as 
well as global business. That reality makes 
Infidel worth reading.

As we have often observed in World 
News and Prophecy, the fomenting 
conflict between Islam and traditional 
Western nations and cultures is a natural 
fit to the end-time prophecies of a north-
south pitched battle for control of the 
Middle East. We recommend our booklet 
The Middle East in Bible Prophecy for a 
complete analysis of those prophecies, as 
well as for an overview of the history of 
Islam.  v
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Israeli Prime Minister Ariel Sharon. 
Also a former general, Sharon 
thought strategically and defen-
sively. The long-range intent of this 
thoroughfare was paving the way for 
Israel to build more settlements on 
the outskirts of East Jerusalem, thus 
creating a further buffer between the 
city and the Arab residents of the 
West Bank. 

The “sweetener” that would help 
win the approval of the ever-watchful 
international community was a guar-
antee of unimpeded access between 
the Arab-controlled Gaza Strip and 
the West Bank. But this freeway 
comes with a price.

One road with two opinions

The price of what is politically 
called “transportational contiguity 
(geographic linkage)” is that there 
would be no exit granting access to 
the heavily Arab populated section 
of East Jerusalem. Israelis will travel 
through designated Palestinian terri-
tory without seeing an Arab, and the 
Palestinians will be denied access to 
Israeli population centers through a 
series of tunnels and bridges at major 
interchanges that bypass exits. 

Political lines are drawn on both 
sides of this roadway issue. Reporter 
Erlanger writes of the frustration of 
Daniel Seidemann, an advocate for 
better relationships between Israelis 
and Palestinians. 

“To me, this road is a move to cre-
ate borders, to change final status. 
It’s to allow Maale Adumim and E1 
(Jewish settlements) into Jerusalem, 
but be able to say, ‘See, we’re treat-
ing the Palestinians well—there’s 
geographical contiguity.’” And then, 
Seidemann throws the gauntlet down 
by stating, “Measure it yourself. The 
Palestinian road is 16 meters wide. 
The Israeli theory of a contiguous 
Palestinian state is 16 meters wide!” 

On the other side of the road issue, 
David Baker, an Israeli government 
spokesman, candidly proclaims, “The 
security arrangements on these roads 
are in place to protect the citizens of 
Israel. And they are not connected to 
any other matter.” 

The spokesman hastens to add that 

Palestinians with permits to enter 
Israel have equal access to the same 
lanes as Israelis and that transporta-
tion for the other Palestinians will be 
better facilitated with a quick north 
to south route. The bottom line is 
that the highway ultimately will be a 
highly segregated road in an already 
turbulent region.

Yes, roads have consequences! 
How often have you and I looked at 
a road map and seen what looked like 
a straight line from point A to point 
B only to discover there were many 
bumps, curves and dips along the 
way. The route that seems best may 
have hidden surprises. 

Who among us can claim to have 
the wisdom of a Solomon to divide a 
baby in two? Obviously, the Israelis 
seek and demand security and strate-
gic assurance for their beleaguered 
citizenry. Equally apparent is the 
plight of the Palestinians who seek 
freedom of movement and commerce 
in a land where some families have 
resided for over 1,400 years. 

Let’s ask the big question

The big question is whether there 
is any obvious way to serve every-
one’s interest. I don’t think so!   

Remember  the  legend of 
Alexander the Great and the Gordian 
knot? It was said that the individual 
who could untie the great knot would 
be the conqueror of all of Asia. Many 
a person worked around the edges, 
making only scant progress. All went 
away frustrated. Except Alexander, 
who when confronted with the impos-
sible challenge, took his sword and 
sliced the knot right down the mid-
dle. Leaping past the approaches that 
guaranteed failure, he used his head 
to arrive at a dramatic solution. 

The Bible describes the area of 
Jerusalem as a type of Gordian knot 
to all who approach its complexities. 
Zechariah 12:1-3 refers to Jerusalem 
and its environs as a “cup of drunk-
enness” and a “very heavy stone” for 
all peoples. 

Down through the ages, there seem-
ingly has been no way to get around 

“roads” (Continued from page 16)

Throughout history roads have impacted humanity. They 
can both connect and divide people. Historically, their 

purpose has been for the defense of an empire or nation. 
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the knotty issues that have confronted 
the Holy Land. Many have tried to 
work around the edges, but nobody 
has sliced through the big issues to 
create a road to lasting peace. 

A different kind of highway

Scripture forecasts who will 
settle the far greater issues than the 
segregated road on the outskirts of 
Jerusalem. The solution exceeds 
anything that human efforts could 
produce. The Bible plainly reveals in 
Zechariah 14:4 that Jesus Christ is 
going to return to a fractured world 
and specifically to Jerusalem.  “And 
in that day His feet will stand on the 
Mount of Olives.” The words of the 
New Testament build upon the proph-
ecy, characterizing Christ’s method: 
“Now out of His mouth goes a sharp 
sword, that with it He should strike 
the nations” (Revelation 19:15).

Yes, Christ is not going to mire 
Himself in humanity’s political 
angling for the best for themselves, 
but is going to slice through the knot-
ty issues that have separated people 
from generation to generation.

Isaiah 40:3 speaks of a different 
road than is currently appearing in 
my local newspaper. It speaks “of 
one crying in the wilderness: Prepare 
the way of the Lord; make straight 
in the desert a highway for our God.” 
Verse 4 continues, “Every valley 
shall be exalted and every mountain 
and hill brought low.” 

Mountain is a biblical term that 
denotes a kingdom or nation. This 
is not merely speaking of apocalyp-
tic earthquakes and topographical 
upsurges as if God is simply a “divine 
bulldozer.” It is addressing the level-
ing of the fault lines of human soci-
ety as Christ initiates a world-ruling 
kingdom of grace and opportunity. 

The language of the remainder 
of verse 4 is remarkably apropos for 
today’s problems: “…the crooked 
places shall be made straight and the 
rough places smooth.” And all of this 
can only be made possible when “the 
glory of the Lord shall be revealed” 
(verse 5).

Restorer of streets to dwell in

Such divine presence and glory 

will do more than straighten out and 
open up roads. It will open up the 
greatest roadblock in human history, 
the heart! 

Isaiah 58:12 describes the resur-
rected saints serving with Christ, 
who will share His title, “…Repairer 
of the Breach, the Restorer of 
Streets to Dwell In.” God’s govern-
ment will bring a truly new way of 
thinking.

I suggest to you that such a world 
will not promote a “separate, but 
equal” philosophy or forbid people 
from being able to engage one anoth-
er. 

Quite the contrary, the book of 
Isaiah, the manifesto of the new 
Kingdom with a new heart, speaks of 
an altered society of former antago-
nists who enter and exit out of one 
another’s communities with God’s 
blessings. 

Isaiah 19:23-24 describes a 
smooth flow of traffic: “In that day 
there will be a highway from Egypt 
to Assyria, and the Assyrian will 
come into Egypt and the Egyptian 
into Assyria, and the Egyptians will 
serve with the Assyrians. In that day 
Israel will be one of three with Egypt 
and Assyria—a blessing in the midst 
of the land.” 

Did I miss something here? Where 
are the walls? I think you know the 
answer.

Until that day, when you are frus-
trated over missing your exit on the 
local freeway, remember the West 
Bank highway that doesn’t have 
exits. Perhaps the words of Isaiah 
30:21, “This is the way, walk in it” 
are best understood in the words 
of Jesus Christ who said, “I am the 
Way” (John 14:6).

How often did He create open-
ings for people to thrive and become 
whole? Never a wall! Never a sign 
saying, “No trespassing.” He provid-
ed an off-ramp from the ways that 
are separating us from 
our fellow man and 
provided an on-ramp 
to eternity. 

So, what kind of 
road are you build-
ing for others in your 
world?  v
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H ave you ever been cruising down the carpool 
lane of the freeway when you found yourself 
suddenly “trapped like a rat,” because you 

missed your exit? And there is no quick remedy, as 
you are pushed ever forward by the traffic behind 
you. And there—between you and the freedom of an 
exit—is the real “enemy,” that big double yellow line 
that keeps you from where you need to go. Your world 
is over there, but you can’t get to it!

But what if you had to experience restricted travel 
every day? Imagine if your highway was a mere two 
lanes, restricted not with just a yellow line, but with 
a wall designed to not only fence you in, but also to 
fence you out.  

A road without exits

Steven Erlanger of the New York Times wire ser-
vice recently wrote of just such a road (“West Bank 
Highway Creates Separation,” The Riverside Press-
Enterprise, Aug. 11, 2007). 

Erlanger describes a road being built in the West 
Bank just east of Jerusalem. At first read, it might 
seem like a progressive breakthrough as both Israelis 
and Palestinians are allowed to travel on the same 
road, but let’s take a closer look. 

This four-lane thoroughfare offers two lanes for 
Israelis and two lanes for Palestinians that are sepa-
rated by a tall concrete wall.

Seeing beyond its immediate purpose, Erlanger 
rightfully deciphers the design as making a statement 
not lost on the travelers of this road. It portrays a stark 

reminder of the permanent ugliness that swirls around 
this ribbon of concrete. The Israeli side of the road 
has many an exit into their neighborhoods, while the 
Palestinian side has few. This barrier between peoples 
to protect them from one another is not coming down 
any time soon, and there are reasons why.

Roads have impacted human history

Throughout history roads have impacted humanity. 
They can both connect and divide people. Historically, 
their purpose has been for the defense of an empire 
or nation. The Romans understood this from the time 
they laid the first stone on the Appian Way through 
southern Italy. 

Gen. Dwight Eisenhower copied the German 
autobahn when he became U.S. president, directing 
America to create its great interstate highway system 
during the 1950s partly for defense purposes. (Did 
you think all of that concrete was poured just so you 
could get to your vacation spot?)

Over the past half century, freeways have sepa-
rated communities and changed the character of the 
urban landscape, often separating the “haves” from 
the “have-nots.” Urban renewal and master plan-
ning have not always been masterful in renewing the 
human spirit or bringing people together. Roads not 
only move armies and goods, but in the long run, they 
transform the human psyche and perspective.

The road currently being constructed in the West 
Bank was designed during the administration of former 
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