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hat is the cause of crime, violence and 
terror? Psychologists, sociologists and 
others place the blame on poverty, dysfunctional families, 

poor parenting and the like. Although these no doubt increase the 
likelihood of criminal activity, they are not the fundamental cause.

Our own human nature is a major contributor to the problem and 
to the suffering that inevitably results. 

The root of the problem is that men and women are fundamentally 
incomplete. We are lacking a key ingredient.

According to God’s Word, human beings are essentially selfi sh—
concerned primarily with our own self-gratifi cation. The Bible refers 
to this as being “carnally minded” or motivated by “the fl esh.” 

The apostle Paul contrasts this selfi sh orientation with a mind 
that is motivated to live God’s way: “For those who live according 
to the fl esh set their minds on the things of the fl esh, but those who 
live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. For to be car-
nally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject 

to the law of God, nor indeed can be. So then, those who are in the 
fl esh cannot please God” (Romans 8:5-8).

Paul then points out man’s missing ingredient—the Spirit of God. 
“But you do not live like that. You live by the spirit, since God’s Spirit 
dwells in you . . .” (verse 9, Revised English Bible).

Without access to God’s Spirit, human beings are motivated 
primarily by their selfi sh desires. With God’s Spirit, however, 
a remarkable change can take place. 

God’s transforming Spirit is available to those who are willing 
to surrender their lives to God. Peter tells us, “Repent, and be bap-
tized . . . and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 2:38, 
NRSV). This is the missing ingredient that empowers us to leave 
a life of sin and become a “new man” (Colossians 3:10).

Although God “commands all men everywhere to repent” (Acts 
17:30), only a tiny minority are willing to make that commitment 
now and receive His power to enable them to successfully resist their 
sinful nature and obey Him. 

How, then, will this world ever see peace and an end to crime?
Bible prophecy promises us a very different world following the 

return of Jesus Christ. One major difference between today’s crime-
plagued world and the peaceful age to come is that under Christ’s rule, 
the vast majority of people will submit to God and receive His Spirit.

Through the prophet Jeremiah, God says: “I will put My law in 
their minds, and write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and 
they shall be My people. No more shall every man teach his neighbor, 
and every man his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they all shall 
know Me, from the least of them to the greatest of them, says the 
LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I will remember 
no more” (Jeremiah 31:33-34).

When God’s law is written on the hearts of men and women—
when humanity fi nally, humbly, willingly and cheerfully obeys God 
from the heart—we will at last see a world at peace, free from crime 
and the other destructive consequences of sin. Humanity will at last 
have its vital missing ingredient!

                                                          —Scott Ashley, Managing editor
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   Man’s Missing Ingredient 

The root of the problem is that men and 
women are fundamentally incomplete. 
We are lacking a key ingredient.
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ot long ago, in a small mid-
western city, an older gentle-
man who happened to live 
in the same neighborhood as 
my son and his family went 
to a nearby grocery store to 

shop. My son and his wife often shopped at 
this store, and although they were careful, 
especially at night, they never thought 
what happened would ever happen in their 
relatively safe neighborhood.

 The gentleman was in his 70s and 
appeared harmless. As he came out of the 
store, three young men accosted him and 
demanded money. Apparently he didn’t 
move fast enough, or maybe he verbally dis-
agreed with them. Regardless, they quickly 
turned violent. 

They knocked him around, then one of 
them pulled out a pistol and shot him. The 
young men left him on the ground, helpless 
and bleeding. The elderly gentleman died 
from his wounds, wounds he received out-
side that well-lit, small-city supermarket.  

If this can happen in a relatively small 
and peaceful midwestern city, what is life 
like in much larger cities where burglaries, 
robberies and murders happen regularly? 

A world at risk 

Have you been a victim of crime? The 
odds are that you—or someone close to 
you—have been victimized at least once, 
and possibly several times. Almost every 
day we hear of terrible crimes committed 
against innocent people. In some quarters 
walking the streets in broad daylight can 
be every bit as frightening and dangerous 
as dark alleys at midnight. 

Political motives are often offered for vio-
lent terrorist acts. No nation anywhere in the 
world is a safe haven from the horrendous 
acts of violence recently witnessed in Rus-
sia, Israel, Spain, Sudan, Saudi Arabia, Iraq 
and Indonesia.

The horrible crimes we read about in 
our daily newspapers are only a drop in 
the bucket compared to the violent carnage 
perpetrated on humanity every single day. 

Peace and safety are elusive and illusory 
in much of the world. We fear for our 
safety and the security of our families and 

loved ones. Parents worry that their chil-
dren are at risk from drive-by shootings, 
violence on school grounds and possible 
kidnappings. 

The high cost of crime

In 2003, crime rates in the United States 
were at a 30-year low. This is certainly 
encouraging news. Yet at the same time, 
it seems that almost everyone has been or 
knows a victim of a serious crime. Even 
with such record-low crime rates, last year 
about 1 in 44 Americans was a victim of a 
violent crime (murder, assault, rape or armed 
robbery) and about 1 in 6 was a victim of 

a crime such as burglary and auto theft. 
The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

reported that 16,503 murders were 
committed in America last year. 

But that’s only part of the story. Total 
violent crimes—murder, manslaughter, 
armed robbery, rape and assault—numbered 
some 1,381,000. Property crimes—burglary, 
larceny, theft, motor vehicle theft, arson and 
the like—totaled some 10,436,000.  

These statistics are repugnant to any 
sane-thinking citizen, especially those who 
value their freedoms. What about the free-
dom to remain alive, to live a normal life 
span and to enjoy grandchildren and great-
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Crime: How Will It Be Stopped?
What is the real cause of crime and violence? Where do these twin evils originate? 
Why have we been unable to fi nd an answer for the curse of crime?

by Jerold Aust

What is the source of crime and violence? How did crime 
begin, and why is it perpetuated from generation to gen-
eration? Why, after centuries of trying, has mankind been 
unable to fi nd a solution to the scourge of crime?

N
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grandchildren? What about the devastating 
cost to society?

Declines in crime

Although the drop in the U.S. crime rate 
is certainly good news, a look at the reasons 
for the decline is revealing. 

The largest single factor in the crime 
decline is demographics: The U.S. popula-

tion is aging. As the baby-boom generation 
has reached middle age, its members are 
far less inclined to commit crimes than they 
were in their younger years. The same goes 
for their children, who are now settling down 
and having children of their own. 

At the same time, sociologists are predict-
ing an increase in crime as more and more 
of these children approach the teen years 
and create a new crime wave.

Another major factor is the sheer number 
of U.S. citizens locked away from society. 
The U.S. prison population is at an all-time 
high, with 2.1 million adults locked away in 
federal and state prisons. Some 4.8 million 
more were on probation, parole or in jail 
in 2003. 

As more and more criminals are locked 
up for longer periods of time, they are not 
on the streets committing additional crimes. 
The costs to American taxpayers, however, 
are staggering—about $30,000 per inmate 
per year, or some $60 billion annually. Costs 
for police and the judicial system easily 
bring the total governmental cost of crime 
to well over $120 billion per year. 

Yet, as high as those costs are, it may 
be money well spent considering the even 
higher costs of crime and violence Ameri-
cans would experience were these systems 
not in place to safeguard citizens. One need 
only look at some other countries where 
law and order are breaking down to see how 
much worse it could be.

Root causes of crime

What is the source of crime and violence? 
How did crime begin, and why is it perpetu-
ated from generation to generation? Why, 
after centuries of trying, has mankind been 
unable to fi nd a solution to the scourge 
of crime?

Modern experts have not given us the 
answers. For the solutions to crime and 
violence, we have to turn to God’s Word, 
the Holy Bible. It specifi cally reveals the 
true causes.

Psychologists and sociologists have many 
rationalizations for why society is plagued 
with crime. Many place the blame on pov-
erty, dysfunctional families, poor parent-
ing and the like. Although these no doubt 
increase the likelihood of criminal activity, 
they are not the fundamental cause.

Though sometimes committed out of 
irrational frustrations, crime is a personal 
choice. None of the above factors ever 
forced a person into criminal activity. 
We all have freedom to weigh courses 
of actions, to consider the consequences, 
to make and follow through on decisions. 
We are not forced to make decisions based 

on our social or family background.
Man’s Creator, in His Word, makes it 

clear where crime originates. All too often 
it is the bitter fruit of our own greed and 
selfi shness. 

“Where do these wars and battles between 
yourselves fi rst start?” asks James. “Is it not 
precisely in the desires fi ghting inside your 
own selves? You want something and you 
lack it; so you kill. You have an ambition that 
you cannot satisfy, so you fi ght to get your 
way by force . . .” (James 4:1-2, New Jeru-
salem Bible, emphasis added throughout).

What is man really like?

Many people assume that we human 
beings are essentially good and that we will 
eventually solve our problems through our 
efforts and ingenuity. However, thousands of 
years of history show that we are fundamen-
tally incapable of living at peace with one 
another for very long. 

After all, only 60 years ago citizens of the 
most advanced societies of modern civiliza-
tion were slaughtering, maiming and exter-
minating each other on an unprecedented 
scale during World War II. And the world 
has seen dozens and dozens more wars 
since then, along with literally millions 
of individual crimes against one another.

The Bible paints a less-than-optimistic 
picture of man’s nature. “The heart is more 
deceitful than all else and is desperately 
sick; who can understand it?” (Jeremiah 
17:9, New American Standard Bible).

The prophet Jeremiah adds that we are 
naturally incapable of making the decisions 
that will allow us to live together in peace. 
“. . . I know the way of man is not in himself; 
it is not in man who walks to direct his own 
steps” (Jeremiah 10:23). Man needs help! 

Wise King Solomon tells us that often the 
ways that appear right to human beings ulti-
mately lead to tragedy. “There is a way that 
seems right to a man, but its end is the way 
of death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25).

As Jeremiah asked, “who can understand” 
his own heart—his innermost thoughts 
and motivations? We human beings have a 
remarkable capacity to deceive ourselves, to 
rationalize our actions and justify our selfi sh 
behavior. Is it any wonder, then, that we live 
in a world plagued with crime?

The apostle Paul speaks of the results of 
what Jeremiah described as our “desperately 
wicked” heart: “There is none righteous, 
no, not one; there is none who understands; 
there is none who seeks after God. They 
have all turned aside; they have together 
become unprofi table; there is none who does 
good, no, not one . . . Their feet are swift to 
shed blood; destruction and misery are in 
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their ways; and the way of peace they have 
not known. There is no fear of God before 
their eyes” (Romans 3:10-12, 15-18). Strong 
language indeed! Without sane spiritual 
guidance, humanity is incapable of living 
in real peace.

Spiritual deception

Paul reminds us that “all have sinned” 
(verse 23)—none of us is completely fault-
less or innocent, regardless of how we might 
view ourselves. James describes the process 
that leads to lawbreaking: “. . . Each one 
is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he 
is dragged away and enticed. Then, after 
desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; 
and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to 
death” (James 1:14-15, New International 
Version). 

Before you disagree with the Bible’s 
description of our motivations and thoughts, 
ask yourself a few questions: 

How often have you been tempted to take 
something that wasn’t yours? 

How many times have you shaded the 
truth to your advantage? 

How often have you been so frustrated, 
disgusted or angry at another person that 
you wished that person didn’t exist? 

How often have you been tempted to enter 
a sexual relationship with someone other 
than your husband or wife, or to imagine 
such a relationship through pornography 
and fantasy?

Those evil desires, said James, are there 
within us craving to be satisfi ed. And too 
often we don’t exercise the character and 
self-control to keep our greed and selfi sh-
ness in check. We give in. Sometimes we’re 
caught and suffer the consequences; other 
times we think we get away with it. 

An unseen criminal mastermind

The Bible reveals another major factor at 
work in all human societies—an immensely 
powerful invisible being who continually 
leads man down a path toward selfi shness 
and self-destruction. Scripture calls him 
Satan or the devil and describes him as the 
enemy of all humanity.

Jesus Christ described this being as the 
real power behind those who wanted to 
destroy both Him and His message. Con-
fronting a group of men who wanted to kill 
Him, He said: “You are of your father the 
devil, and the desires of your father you want 
to do. He was a murderer from the begin-
ning, and does not stand in the truth, because 
there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, 
he speaks from his own resources, for he is a 
liar and the father of it” (John 8:44).

Jesus knew that Satan’s lies misled our 

fi rst human parents, Adam and Eve (Genesis 
3). And Satan has continued his manipula-
tive, corrupting infl uence ever since. This 
angelic being “sinned from the beginning” 
(1 John 3:8), and he has continued to sin and 
to lead and tempt men and women to sin for 
thousands of years. 

The consequences of sin, however, can 
be deceptive in the sense that they are not 
always immediate. Adam lived for 930 years 

before death fi nally occurred. It is precisely 
because the penalties are often delayed 
that the sinner thinks he can get away with 
lawbreaking (Ecclesiastes 8:11).  But God’s 
great spiritual law is self-enforcing.

Satan’s enormous infl uence on mankind 

How great is the devil’s infl uence? It 
is enormous. The Bible tells us that he 
“deceives the whole world” (Revelation 
12:9). Along with the other fallen angels, the 
demons, he sows seeds of selfi shness, greed, 
envy, jealousy and hatred among people 
everywhere. 

The apostle Paul describes the state of 
most of mankind as “dead in your transgres-
sions and sins, in which you used to live 
when you followed the ways of this world 
and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the 
spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient” (Ephesians 2:1-2, NIV). 

Satan’s unseen infl uence is always at 
work, though very few recognize it. Under 
his infl uence, our primary motivation 
is “gratifying the cravings of our sin-
ful nature and following its desires and 

thoughts” (verse 3, NIV).
The devil deceives us into thinking that 

the way to happiness lies in continually 
seeking self-satisfaction and gratifi cation. 
We fail to recognize that this very thing is 
what ultimately leads to crime and untold 
human suffering! 

The apostle John informs us that “the 
whole world lies under the sway of the 
wicked one” (1 John 5:19). Whether we 

realize it or not, we have all fallen victim to 
his malignant, deceitful infl uence. Paul even 
calls him “the god of this age” (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:4)—meaning that Satan is whom most 
people unknowingly follow and worship, 
enshrouded as they are in spiritual blindness. 

 Recommended Reading
This world’s news media is fi lled 
with crime and violence. But the 
Bible is fi lled with a very differ-
ent kind of news—the won-
derful good news of a totally 
transformed world to come. 
This is the gospel—the good 
news—brought by Jesus Christ. 
To understand this message, be 
sure to request your free copy of 
The Gospel of the Kingdom. It’s free for the asking. 
To understand why the world tomorrow will be so dif-
ferent from today’s world, be sure to also request The 
Ten Commandments. It will help you see how the world 
will be totally transformed when all people fi nally live 
by this great law.  

Contact any of our offi ces listed on page 2, or request 
or download them from our Web site at
www.gnmagazine.org

The Bible reveals another major factor at work in all human 
societies—an immensely powerful invisible being who 
continually leads man down a path toward selfi shness 
and self-destruction. Scripture calls him Satan or the devil.



Jesus Christ commissioned Paul to go and 
open people’s eyes to the truth “in order to 
turn them from darkness to light, and from 
the power of Satan to God . . .” (Acts 26:18).

Who is really imprisoned?

Most societies lock criminals behind bars 
for stealing from and killing their fellow 
man. But that’s not the end of the story. 
Are those convicted of crimes against 

humanity the only ones behind bars, the 
only ones imprisoned? 

Sadly, no. The rest of us must lock our 
doors and windows at night. The rest of us 
are the ones who look over our shoulder 
to see whether we’re in danger of being 
mugged. The rest of us are the ones who 
must watch our children carefully, lest they 
be kidnapped, molested or murdered. The 
rest of us are the ones who live in uneasiness 
about our personal safety. 

We are the ones who share in the high 
cost of crime through taxes to pay for law 
enforcement, the judicial system, the bur-
geoning prisons and jails. Through insur-
ance we all pay the cost of vandalism and 
the millions of burglaries, arsons and stolen 
cars. Through higher prices, everyone pays 
the price for shoplifting, embezzlement and 
other employee theft.

In our modern society we are all 
“imprisoned”—if not in our homes, cer-
tainly in our minds. We fear for our lives 
when drugs, guns and thievery abound. In 
the larger metropolitan areas, gangs control 
whole regions of the cities, making it risky 
just to walk down the street. 

We all pay a heavy price for the spiritual 
blindness that envelopes humanity. What 
a tragedy! But it won’t always be this 
way. Peace has been promised mankind. It 
will come—not because of the efforts 

of human beings but in spite of them.  

The end of crime and imprisonment

Part of the promise of Jesus Christ’s 
fi rst coming was to bring peace to the earth 
“to all in whom [God] delights” (Luke 2:14, 
Revised English Bible). 

But humanity has never seen that prom-
ised peace and goodwill. Those promises 
have been extended to only a few—those 

who willingly surrender their own wills, 
their own selfi sh motivations, to God and 
thereby put into action the way of life Jesus 
Himself lived and taught. 

The rest of mankind is not now willing 
to submit to the way of peace as taught and 
exemplifi ed by Jesus Christ. So the vast 
majority of people will experience those 
promises only after Christ comes to earth a 
second time. He will then establish the King-
dom of God on earth (Revelation 11:15). The 
gospel, or good news, that He proclaimed 
(Mark 1:14) will at last become a reality!

However, the transition will not come 
easily. When Christ returns, He will initially 
have to force peace on humanity. Most of 
mankind will be angry at His second coming 
(Revelation 11:18). 

The nations will not submit to God’s 
will without a fi ght! Jesus will have to “rule 
them with a rod of iron . . . tread[ing] the 
winepress of the fi erceness and wrath of 
Almighty God” (Revelation 19:15). 

Nor will Satan willingly surrender his grip 
on humanity. Before Christ’s second com-
ing the devil will be fi lled with “great wrath, 
because he knows that he has a short time” 
(Revelation 12:12). In his rage he will per-
secute those who are faithful to God (verse 
17) and lead the world’s great geopolitical 
powers into massive bloodshed that will be 
brought to a halt at Christ’s return. 

But this will mark the end of Satan’s rule 
on earth. He will at that time be spiritually 
shackled, incarcerated so he can no longer 
deceive and mislead the peoples of earth 
during Jesus Christ’s thousand-year reign 
(Revelation 20:1-3). 

Real peace at last

When the Prince of Peace returns, He will 
bring crime and violence to an end. “They 

shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all My 
holy mountain 
[Christ’s Kingdom 
on earth], for the 
earth shall be full 
of the knowledge 
of the LORD as the 
waters cover the 
sea” (Isaiah 11:9). 

The world will 
at last experi-
ence a peace it 
has never known. 
The prophet 
Micah describes 
this world, trans-
formed under 
the rule of Jesus 
Christ: “Now it 

shall come to pass in the latter days that 
the mountain of the LORD’S house shall be 
established on the top of the mountains, and 
shall be exalted above the hills; and peoples 
shall fl ow to it. 

“Many nations shall come and say, 
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
He will teach us His ways, and we shall 
walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion the law 
shall go forth, and the word of the LORD 
from Jerusalem.

“He shall judge between many peoples, 
and rebuke strong nations afar off; they shall 
beat their swords into plowshares, and their 
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not 
lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war anymore. But everyone shall 
sit under his vine and under his fi g tree, 
and no one shall make them afraid; for the 
mouth of the LORD of hosts has spoken” 
(Micah 4:1-4).

In that day, yet ahead of us, man at last 
will know true peace. All people will be 
freed from crime and the prison of blind-
ness, and the tyrannical overseer of man’s 
captivity, Satan the devil, will himself be 
imprisoned. 

The peace of God will break out on 
earth, and humankind will fi nally be free! 
God assures us that this hope will one day 
become a wonderful reality.  GN
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uch of the world has been 
shocked at the sheer brutality 
of attacks in the most recent 
wave of terrorism affecting 

several countries.
On the evening of Aug. 25, midair explo-

sions rocked two Russian passenger jets 
minutes apart. Two female suicide bombers 
had smuggled explosives onto the planes; 
89 passengers and crew died in the blasts 
and resulting crashes.

Less than a week later, on Aug. 31, two 
suicide bombers blew themselves up on 
buses in the Israeli desert city of Beersheba, 
killing 16 others and maiming or injuring 
102. The death toll would’ve been much 
higher if the quick-thinking driver of the 
second bus hadn’t witnessed the fi rst explo-
sion and immediately opened the doors 
of his bus—allowing some passengers to 
scramble out before the second bomber 
turned it into an inferno.

That same day in Iraq, a terrorist group 
murdered 12 Nepalese men working as 
cooks and cleaners for a Jordanian company. 
The terrorists beheaded one man, then lined 
up the others and shot them in the back.

The next day, Sept. 1, some 40 to 50 heav-
ily armed terrorists, some of whom were 
women wearing explosive belts, seized 
hundreds of teachers, parents and children 
at festivities marking the fi rst day of the new 
school year in Beslan, Russia. Some of the 
attackers shouted “Allah Akbar”—“Allah 
is the greatest”—as they invaded the school.

Two days later, Sept. 3, an apparently 
unplanned explosion—thought to be the 
accidental detonation of one of the women’s 
explosive belts—triggered an assault on the 
school by Russian troops. In the bloody gun-
fi ght, explosions and fi restorm that followed, 
more than 330 hostages—more than half of 
them children—were killed and hundreds 
more injured. Many were shot in the back as 
they fl ed the school, running for their lives. 

On Sept. 21 and 22, Iraqi terrorists 
beheaded two U.S. civil engineers kid-
napped in Baghdad the previous week. 
Grisly videos of the murders were posted 

on an Internet site. Several weeks later a 
third civil engineer taken hostage at the 
same time, a native of Britain, was similarly 
murdered.

In a particularly cruel attack, 35 children 
and seven other Iraqis were killed Sept. 30 
in a series of suicide car bombings. The fi rst 
suicide bomber detonated his explosives at 
the conclusion of a ceremony marking the 
opening of a Baghdad sewage- treatment 
plant. As dozens of children and other 
onlookers gathered to look at the wreckage, 
two more bombers drove into the area and 
detonated their explosives-packed vehicles, 
causing massive casualties.  

On Oct. 1, a suicide bomber blew himself 
up in a Shiite mosque in the Pakistani city 
of Sialkot, killing 31 people. Six days later, 
a remote-controlled car bomb exploded dur-
ing a Sunni Muslim religious gathering in 
Multan, Pakistan, killing 40 and wounding 
more than 100.

At about 10:15 on the evening of Oct. 7, 
blasts from an apparent combination of two 
explosives-packed cars and a female suicide 
bomber collapsed a wing of a 10-story hotel 
at an Egyptian Red Sea resort, killing 34 and 
injuring more than 160. Among the dead 
were a dozen Israelis, nine Egyptians, nine 
Russians and two Italians. Shortly after, car 
bombs at two nearby camping areas killed 
four other vacationers and workers. 

On  Oct. 22, a bus carrying mostly female 
Iraqi Airways and Civilian Aviation Min-
istry workers to their jobs at the Baghdad 
international airport was attacked by men 
armed with machine guns and grenades. At 
least four women were killed and more than 
a dozen severely wounded. 

What do they have in common?

These are only some of the attacks and 
gruesome murders that have horrifi ed much 
of the world in recent months. What do these 
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What’s Behind Today’s Worldwide
Wave of Terrorism?  
Passenger jets blown out of the sky, suicide bombings that deliberately target innocent civilians, 
men who shoot fl eeing children in the back—what do these horrors have in common, and why? 

by Scott Ashley

Mourners visit the fi re-ravaged gymnasium where terrorists held hundreds of 
schoolchildren, parents and teachers hostage in Russia in early September. More 
than 330 hostages were killed by gunshots, explosions and fi res in a devastating 
terrorist attack that shocked the entire world with its sheer cruelty and barbarity. 

M



events have in common? All these brutal 
murders were carried out in the name of 
religion—specifi cally one religion, Islam.

Yet from the media coverage of these 
events, one would have considerable 
diffi culty discerning this simple fact. 

Author Daniel Pipes, Mideast analyst and 
member of the U.S. Defense Department’s 
Special Task Force on Terrorism and Tech-
nology, in a Sept. 7 column observed that the 
Western media “generally shies away from 
the word terrorist, preferring euphemisms. 

“Take the assault that led to the deaths of 
some 400 people, many of them children, in 
Beslan, Russia, on Sept. 3,” he wrote. “Jour-
nalists have been deep into their thesauruses, 
fi nding at least twenty euphemisms for 
terrorists.”

He then went on to list some of the euphe-
misms journalists and editors used of those 
who brutally massacred innocent school-
children: “assailants,” “attackers,” “captors,” 
“fi ghters,” “gunmen,” “hostage-takers,” 
“insurgents,” “radicals,” “separatists” and 
“activists.”

Dr. Pipes concludes: “. . . The multiple 
euphemisms for terrorist obstruct a clear 
understanding of the violent threats con-
fronting the civilized world. It is bad enough 
that only one of fi ve articles discussing the 
Beslan atrocity mentions its Islamist origins; 
worse is the miasma of words that insulates 
the public from the evil of terrorism . . .” 

“Not all Muslims are terrorists, but . . . 
almost all terrorists are Muslims”

Most Western reporters and media—for 
reasons of political correctness and in some 
cases because national laws ban admission 
of unpleasant realities as hate speech—are 
unwilling to admit the common source of 
so much terror. However, some Muslims 
are themselves speaking out against the 
horrors being perpetrated in the name 
of their religion.

Abd Al-Rahman Al-Rashed, general 
manager of Al-Arabiya news channel and 
former editor of the London daily Al-Sharq 
Al-Awsat, made some startling admissions 
in a commentary in the daily titled “The 
Painful Truth Is That All of the Terrorists 
Are Muslims.” His piece, translated into 
English, appeared in The Telegraph 
(London) Sept. 5. He wrote:

“It is a certain fact that not all Muslims 
are terrorists, but it is equally certain, 
and exceptionally painful, that almost 
all terrorists are Muslims.

“The hostage-takers of children in Beslan 
. . . were Muslims. The other hostage-
takers and subsequent murderers of the 
Nepalese chefs and workers in Iraq were 

also  Muslims. Those involved in rape and 
murder in Darfur, Sudan, are Muslims, with 
other Muslims chosen to be their victims. 

“Those responsible for the attacks on 
residential towers in Riyadh and Khobar 
[in Saudi Arabia] were Muslims. The two 
women who crashed two airliners last week 
were also Muslims . . . The majority of those 
who manned the suicide bombings against 
buses, vehicles, schools, houses and build-
ings, all over the world, were Muslim.

 “. . . In a different era, we used to con-
sider the extremists, with nationalist or 
Leftist leanings, a menace and a source 
of corruption because of their adoption of 
violence as a means of discourse and their 
involvement in murder as an easy shortcut to 
their objectives.

“At that time, 
the mosque used 
to be a haven, 
and the voice of 
religion used to 
be that of peace 
and reconcilia-
tion. Religious 
sermons were 
warm behests 
for a moral 
order and an 
ethical life.

“Then 
came the Neo-
Muslims. An 
innocent and 
benevolent reli-
gion . . . , that 
calls murder the 
most heinous 
of crimes, . . . has been turned into a global 
message of hate and a universal war cry.

“We can’t call those who take school-
children as hostages our own. We cannot 
tolerate in our midst those who abduct jour-
nalists, murder civilians, explode buses; we 
cannot accept them as related to us, what-
ever the sufferings they claim to justify their 
criminal deeds. These are the people who 
have smeared Islam and stained its image.

“We cannot clear our names unless we 
own up to the shameful fact that terrorism 
has become an Islamic enterprise; an almost 
exclusive monopoly, implemented by 
Muslim men and women.” 

“All of them are Islamic acts”

Mundir Badr Haloum, lecturer at a 
Syrian university, penned a column in the 
Lebanese newspaper Al-Safi r (Sept. 13), 
similarly acknowledging that Muslims are 
behind virtually all worldwide terrorism 
and calling for major reforms in Islam. 
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Terror Attacks 
Planned From Iraq? 

The recent Iraq Survey Group’s Duelfer 
report, while acknowledging that no evidence 
has yet been found in Iraq of recent production 
of weapons of mass destruction, nonetheless 
did reveal evidence of chemical and biological 
weapons apparently designed for terror use. 

Richard Spertzel, a member of the group, 
wrote in an Oct. 14 Wall Street Journal column 
that the group discovered the Iraqis had “a 
plan to bottle sarin and sulfur mustard in per-
fume sprayers and medicine bottles which they 
would ship to the United States and Europe” 
and that “ricin was being developed into stable 

liquid to deliver as 
an aerosol.”

Mr. Spertze l 
concludes: “Such 
development was 
not just for assas-
sination. If Iraq 
was successful 
in developing an 
aerosolizable ricin, 
it made a signifi-
cant step forward. 
The development 
had to be for ter-
ror ist  del ivery. 
Even on a small 
scale this must be 
considered as a 
WMD.

“ B i o l o g i c a l 
agents, de l i v -
ered on a small 
scale (terrorist 

delivery) can maim or kill a large number of 
people. The Iraqi Intelligence organizations 
had a history of conducting tests on humans 
with chemical and biological substances that 
went beyond assassination studies. While 
many of these were in the 1970s and 1980s, 
multiple documents and testimony indicate 
that such testing continued through the 1990s 
and into the next millennium, perhaps as late 
as 2002 . . .

“It is asserted that Iraq was not supporting 
terrorists. Really? Documentation indicates 
that Iraq was training non-Iraqis . . . in terrorist 
techniques, including assassination and suicide 
bombing. In addition to Iraqis, trainees included 
Palestinians, Yemenis, Saudis, Lebanese, 
Egyptians and Sudanese . . .

“Was Iraq an imminent threat? With the 
regime’s intention and the activity of its intelli-
gence organizations, and with the proven futility 
of uncovering its clandestine laboratory opera-
tions by the U.N. inspectors, it is hard to draw 
any other conclusion. Regretfully, terrorism is 
the wave of the future” (emphasis added).

Iraqi terrorists threaten three Turkish hostages 
in a videotape broadcast from the Qatar-based 
al Jazeera news network. In Iraq, terrorists 
have repeatedly kidnapped and murdered 
foreign hostages, sometimes recording their 
executions so they can be broadcast on TV. 
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Following are excerpts from his piece:
“Twelve Nepalese citizens are slaughtered 

—Islam. A metro station is bombed—Islam. 
Civilian aircraft crash—Islam. A school is 
taken and the souls of 50 children (are lost) 
for the soul of (each) terrorist—Islam. A bus 
is bombed here, a railway train there, and 
before that there were hospitals and theaters, 
etc. . . . all of them Islamic acts. 

“. . . Islam is in the names of all of the 
organizations that decapitate using knives, 
all the while saying the Fatiha (the fi rst 
chapter of the Koran, said as a prayer) before 
the slaughter. The victims are butchered in 
the Islamic way . . . Christians, Buddhists, 
and Jews . . . After all, they are only infi dels, 
fuel for the blaze, enemies, or potential 
enemies, or the friends of enemies, or their 
neighbors, and so on . . .

“Ignominious terrorism exists, and one 
cannot but acknowledge its being Islamic 
. . . Islam is in need of true reform. Islam’s 
need (for reform)—or, to be precise, our 
need for Islam’s reform—is not less than 
the need for reform in the Arab political 
regimes . . . This is the need for people who 
are capable of fearlessly acknowledging that 
terrorism nests within us as Muslims and 
that we must exorcise it . . . Unfortunately, 
the meaning of delay is more death . . .” 

Religion of war or peace?

One can easily see the anguish in the 
courageous admissions of these sincere, 
thoughtful men. They have seen their reli-
gion used as an excuse to slaughter innocent 
men, women and children in many coun-
tries on several continents. They have seen 
some practitioners transform their religion 
from its relatively peaceful practice of more 
recent centuries into an aggressive, violent 
movement.  

The Koran, Islam’s holy book, does con-
tain passages advocating peaceful relations 
and coexistence with others. Muslims point 
to passages such as these to argue that Islam 
is a peaceful religion:

“We have created you from a male and 
a female, and made you into nations and 
tribes, that you might get to know one 
another” (49:13, all quotations from the 
Dawood translation). This passage exhorts 
reaching out to others to seek understanding.

“There shall be no compulsion in reli-
gion” (2:256). In other words, force should 
not be used to convert others to Islam.

“Fight for the sake of [Allah] those that 
fi ght against you, but do not attack them 
fi rst. [Allah] does not love aggressors” 
(2:190). This is generally understood to 
mean that Muslims may not begin hostilities 
and should not attack noncombatants.

“. . . Whoever killed a human being, 
except as punishment for murder or other 
villainy in the land, shall be regarded as 
having killed all mankind; and that whoever 
saved a human life shall be regarded as 
having saved all mankind” (5:32).

Killing and the Koran

Yet the same Muslim holy book includes  
passages exhorting violence and warfare 
toward non-Muslims. 

The last passage quoted above goes on 
to say: “Those that make war against [Allah] 
and His apostle [Muhammad] and spread 
disorder in the land shall be slain or cruci-
fi ed or have their hands and feet cut off on 
alternate sides, or be banished from the land. 
They shall be held up to shame in this world 
and sternly punished in the hereafter . . .” 
(5:34).

“When the sacred months are over slay 
the idolaters wherever you fi nd them. Arrest 
them, besiege them, and lie in ambush 
everywhere for them” (9:5).

“Believers, make war on the infi dels who 
dwell around you. Deal fi rmly with them. 
Know that [Allah] is with the righteous” 
(9:123).

“Fight against them until idolatry is no 
more and [Allah’s] religion [Islam] reigns 
supreme” (2:193).

“Muhammad is [Allah’s] apostle. Those 
who follow him are ruthless to the unbeliev-
ers but merciful to one another” (48:29).

The answer to why beheading has become 
a preferred method among Islamic terror-
ists for executing hostages is found in Sura 
47:4: “When you meet the unbelievers in the 
battlefi eld strike off their heads . . .”

Suicide bombers look to Sura 47:7, which 
they believe promises paradise to those 
who give their lives in the service of Allah: 
“As for those who are slain in the cause of 
[Allah], He will not allow their works to per-
ish . . . He will admit them to the Paradise 
He has made known to them.” 

Islam against the world

How can these fundamentally different 
views expressed in the Koran be explained? 

Many scholars who have studied the book 
have concluded that the passages encourag-
ing peaceful relations were written earlier 
in Muhammad’s lifetime, before he had 
gained a considerable following and peace 
was to his and his followers’ advantage. 
The passages exhorting violence and war, 
they believe, were written later, after he had 
grown militarily strong and could impose 
his will on those who otherwise would not 
follow his new religion.

Regardless of whether this view is correct, 

militant Muslims can fi nd plenty of passages 
in the Koran (such as those cited above) that 
they believe command warfare against the 
infi dels—i.e., all non-Muslims. They also 
fi nd in those passages justifi cation for such 
heinous acts as beheading hostages and 
carrying out suicide bombings. 

These views are not isolated. A Pew poll 
in several Muslim countries earlier this year 
found that about half of Pakistanis felt that 
suicide bombings carried out against Israelis 
and against U.S. troops in Iraq are justifi ed. 
In Jordan and Morocco, two other Muslim 
countries in which polling was conducted, 
more than two thirds thought such suicide 
attacks were justifi ed.

Another major factor in such widespread 
acceptance of terror methods is the world-
view of many Muslims. Bernard Lewis, pro-
fessor emeritus at Princeton University and 
author of more than a dozen books on the 
Middle East, explains this view in an article 
that appeared in the September 1990 issue 
of Atlantic Monthly:

“In the classical Islamic view, to which 
many Muslims are beginning to return, the 
world and all mankind are divided into two: 
the House of Islam, where the Muslim law 
and faith prevail, and the rest, known as the 
House of Unbelief or the House of War, 
which it is the duty of Muslims ultimately 
to bring to Islam. 

“But the greater part of the world is still 
outside Islam, and even inside the Islamic 
lands, according to the view of the Mus-
lim radicals, the faith of Islam has been 
undermined and the law of Islam has been 
abrogated. The obligation of holy war there-
fore begins at home and continues abroad, 
against the same infi del enemy” (emphasis 
added).

A new cycle of history under way?

This worldview explains why a major-
ity of today’s ongoing wars and civil wars 
around the globe involve Islamic expansion 
against non-Muslims, or Muslim extremists 
pushing for their version of Islam over that 
of more moderate views. It also helps explain 
a combination of circumstances and forces 
that appear to be leading the world into what 
some characterize as a third world war.

Many historians and scholars also point 
out that Islam may well be simply returning 
to its earlier aggressive roots and once more 
challenging the West for supremacy. If so, 
it wouldn’t be the fi rst time.

In the seventh century Muhammad and 
his successors, through persuasion and 
force, spread his new religion from Mecca 
and Medina throughout the Middle East and 
across North Africa through Spain. To the 
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east, Islam spread across south-central Asia 
to India. Within a century, one of the largest 
empires in the history of the world had 
been created.

As Islam advanced, Christendom, in the 
form of the Byzantine Empire (or Eastern 
Roman Empire), retreated. Eventually 
Islam’s spread was halted near Paris in 
the Battle of Tours in 732, a century after 
Muhammad’s death. 

For several centuries, as Europe remained 
mired in the Dark Ages (due in part to iso-
lation by hostile Muslims on its borders), 
the Islamic world built the world’s most 
advanced civilization, leading the world in 
culture and science. This was Islam’s golden 
age, an age to which many Muslims aspire 
to return.

Reacting to the Muslims’ hold on the 
biblical sites in the Holy Land and capture 
of Jerusalem in 1076, the First Crusade was 
launched late in the 11th century. European 
Crusaders recaptured Jerusalem in 1099 and 
held it until 1187. 

During the same century a second great 
wave of Islamic expansion spread the reli-
gion even further, across Central Asia, 
India, Turkey and sub-Saharan Africa. 
Muslim traders and merchants spread it even 
further—to China, Indonesia and the Malay 
Peninsula. 

The Turkish Ottoman Empire brought 
a third, smaller wave of Islamic expansion. 
The Ottomans destroyed the Byzantine 
Empire once and for all with the capture of 
Constantinople in 1453 and spread Islam 
into southeastern Europe—setting the 
stage for long-running confl icts between 
Muslims and others in the Balkans.

Now, as some observers point out, we 
may be seeing the beginning of a new period 
of Islamic expansion fueled by resentment 
of Western prosperity and decadence and 
funded by billions of petrodollars. Its goal 
is nothing less than the establishment—
or proper restoration, as they would view 
it—of an Islamic empire that will again 
dominate the world.

Of course, standing in its way is the 
United States and its Western allies. Their 
leaders’ greatest concern is that Islamic 
leaders or terrorists may choose to back up 
this wave of expansion with nuclear arms or 
other weapons of mass destruction (as pos-
sessed by Pakistan and eagerly being pur-
sued by Iran and, until recently, Libya). 

An acquaintance told me of a recent trip 
to Tehran during which he’d seen several 
enormous murals on the sides of large build-
ings. One huge painting, several stories high, 
depicted an outline of America with massive 
nuclear explosions going off all across the 

country. Rivers of blood were pouring from 
the bottom of the area of the United States. 

The mural graphically expresses the 
desire of some Iranians and other Muslims. 
We shouldn’t expect to see the end of terror 
attacks anytime soon.

How will terrorism end?

Jesus Christ, when asked by His disciples 
about the signs of His second coming to 
earth, responded with a chilling warn-
ing: “For then there will be great distress, 
unequaled from the beginning of the world 
until now—and never to be equaled again” 
(Matthew 24:21, New International Ver-
sion). He also spoke of “wars and rumors 
of wars” and peoples and nations rising up 
against each other (verses 6-7). 

An intriguing prophecy in Daniel 11:40-
45 reveals that “at the time of the end” a 
leader from today’s Islamic lands, called 
here “the king of the South,” will rise up and 
defy the West. 

He will provoke a European invasion of 
the Middle East that ultimately will bring 
the world as we know it to an end. The book 
of Revelation shows that it will lead to a 
confl agration of massive armies and weap-
ons of mass destruction on an unprecedented 
scale. Jesus Christ will intervene just in time 
to spare humankind from annihilation.

Only then will the world see an end to 
terror. In that day, when false religion and 
murderous, oppressive philosophies are no 
more, “the earth shall be full of the knowl-
edge of the LORD as the waters cover the 
sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

At that time, as Micah 4:3-4 tells us, 
mankind at last will be free from the scourge 
of terror: “Nation shall not lift up sword 
against nation, neither shall they learn war 
any more. But everyone shall sit under his 
vine and under his fi g tree, and no one shall 
make them afraid . . .”  GN
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fi nd them fi lled with helpful articles 
much like those 
you enjoy in The 
Good News. 

Discover a wealth of information 
today—visit us on the Web at:

If you like The Good News magazine, 
you’ll love The Good News Web site 
at www.gnmagazine.org.

You’ll fi nd past issues of The Good News, 
each packed with articles about world 
trends and events, family and social 
issues, prophecy in the news and The 
Good News‘ eye-opening, in-depth 
perspective of the Bible. 

There’s much more too. Explore our 
large library of booklets covering a 
wide variety of biblical, family and social 
issues and themes. Take a look at our 
publi cations in other languages—
Spanish, German, Italian, French and 
Dutch (and feel free to share them with 
a friend overseas). 

www.gnmagazine.org

 Recommended Reading
Why is the long-troubled Middle 
East such a focal point of Bible 
prophecy? Believe it or not, this 
area, focal point of the world’s 
three great monotheistic reli-
gions and source of the lifeblood 
of the world’s economies—oil—
will ultimately impact the entire 
world. How will these things play 
out? What should we be looking 
for to happen in this region? You need to read our eye-
opening, full-color booklet The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy. A free copy is waiting for you.  

Contact any of our offi ces listed on page 2, or request 
or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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Iran’s Growing Nuclear Threat   
For the last three years, world attention has focused on Iran’s two neighbors, Afghanistan 
and Iraq. But attention will increasingly focus on Iran, a major Islamic nation well on the way 
to acquiring nuclear weapons and the means to deliver them.

by Melvin Rhodes

ran lives in a dangerous neighborhood 
occupied already by four other nuclear 
powers—Russia, Pakistan, India and 
Israel. It’s also been labeled as part 

of the “axis of evil” by the leader of what 
its mullahs call the “Great Satan,” the 
United States of America, a nation that has 
already invaded two of Iran’s neighbors, 
Afghanistan and Iraq. 

Looking at the situation from Iran’s point 
of view, these are all seemingly good rea-
sons to acquire nuclear weapons of its own. 

But the fi ve oldest nuclear powers are 
determined to stop the spread of nuclear 
weapons for the very simple reason that 
the more countries that have them, the more 
likely they will be used. And the Middle 
East, the most dangerous region on earth, 
is not a place for nuclear weapons, even 
though Israel most certainly has them.

Recently Iran has made it clear that it 
will not be pressured into giving up its 
nuclear program. The issue has become one 
of national pride in Iran, making it increas-
ingly diffi cult for Tehran to back down. 
Iranians feel that if the Americans, British 
and French can have their own nuclear 
weapons, why can’t they? 

At the same time, America and its coali-
tion partners in Iraq, burned by mistakes 
made over weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD) in neighboring Iraq, seem content 
for the immediate future to let the Europe-
ans slowly apply more pressure on Iran.

An Iranian threat emerges

In the 1980s Western attention was on the 
Soviet threat and events in Eastern Europe. 
Immediately after the collapse of com-
munism, Iraq invaded Kuwait and atten-
tion was diverted to the Middle East, with 
Saddam Hussein’s Iraq clearly seen as the 
major threat to the Western world, at least 
by Washington. 

But now Saddam is gone. Whatever hap-
pens in Iraq, the country is going to take 
years to recover from sanctions, Saddam’s 
long dictatorship and the war that began last 

year with the U.S.-led 
invasion of the country. 
Neighboring Afghani-
stan has similarly 
suffered and will take 
years or even decades 
to get back to where it 
was prior to the 1973 
revolution that over-
threw the monarchy 
there. 

While a great 
deal of attention has 
been given to these 
two countries, both 
occupied at the pres-
ent time by coalition 
forces, Iran, the more 
populous nation 
between them, has 
taken advantage of the 
situation to further its 
own nuclear program. 
It’s currently thought 
to be on pace to have 
several weapons 
within a few years.

This is potentially 
a far greater threat to 
the peace of the world 
than Iraq ever was. 
Perhaps realizing this, 
U.S. President George 
W. Bush put Iran ideo-
logically alongside 
Iraq and North Korea, 
collectively describing them as the “axis of 
evil” in his 2002 State of the Union address 
for their desire to acquire—and apparent 
willingness to use—WMDs.

Ironically, this characterization and 
subsequent events have given the Iranian 
leadership renewed zeal to acquire nuclear 
weapons to deter Washington from invading 
them as happened to their neighbors. 

Washington Post columnist Charles 
Krauthammer asked in a July 23 piece: 
“Did we invade the wrong country? One 

of the lessons being drawn from the Sept. 
11th report is that Iran was the real threat. 
It had links to al Qaeda, allowed some of the 
Sept. 11th hijackers to transit and is today 
harboring al Qaeda leaders.” 

The Iranian revolution—birthplace 
of modern Islamic fundamentalism

More than a quarter of a century has 
passed since the Iranian revolution over-
threw the pro-Western monarchy there. The 
forces of Islamic fundamentalism suddenly 

Iranian leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei, fl anked by top 
military offi cers, marches past Iranian Revolutionary Guard 
troops at a showing of the new medium-range Shahab lll 
ballistic missile in Tehran in 2003. Iran has since extended 
the range and payload of the missile.

I
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emerged in the Persian Gulf nation and 
changed the course of history. 

In the following decade Americans 
assisted fundamentalist forces who pushed 
the Soviets out of Afghanistan. In the same 
decade, the United States quietly assisted 
Saddam Hussein as he fought the Iranians 
in one of the longest and bloodiest confl icts 
of recent history.

At the time, the Iranians, who had taken 
over the U.S. embassy in Tehran in 1979 
and held 52 hostages for 444 days, were 
considered the greater threat to American 
interests. In the ’90s, with Saddam’s inva-
sion of Kuwait and threat to Saudi Arabia, 
Iraq assumed that role.

Then came Sept. 11. 
The world woke up to the threat posed 

by Islamic fundamentalism, but it was not 
the same brand as that which overthrew the 

shah. In Iran it was Shia Islam that toppled 
the Peacock Throne. The 9/11 attacks on 
New York and Washington, D.C., brought to 
everyone’s attention the even more militant 
and aggressive Wahhabi Islam, a branch of 
Sunni Islam centered in Saudi Arabia. 

At the time of the attacks on the World 
Trade Center and the Pentagon, Iraq was 
under the secular rule of the Baath Party, 
which kept fundamentalism at bay. Ironi-
cally, the downfall of Saddam has enabled 
al-Qaeda to operate more freely in Iraq 
and has given Shia fundamentalists an 
opportunity to seek their own power. 

Iraq has more Shiites than Sunni Mus-
lims, though the ruling elite has always 
been Sunni. A Shia victory in Iraq could 
play into Iran’s hands. A weaker Iraq 
is already allowing Iran to build up its 
defenses while the world’s attention 
has been diverted. Also, Iranian fi ghters 
and arms have been discovered in Iraq, 
contributing to the chaos there.

Additionally, Iran’s leadership knows 
that public opinion in the United States 
would be unlikely to support another 
war in the Middle East, even assuming 
an overstretched America had the military 

capability to take on another confl ict.

Iranian threat to Israel

An Iran armed with nuclear weapons 
shifts the Middle East power equation in 
several crucial ways. First, a nuclear-armed 
Iran would be an unlikely target for the 
United States and its allies. 

It would also affect Israel’s military supe-
riority in the Middle East. Iran could use its 
nuclear weapons against Israel. At a recent 
military parade in Tehran, ballistic missiles 
and launch vehicles were festooned with 
banners emblazoned with “crush America” 
and “wipe Israel off the map.” 

Even if Iran resisted the temptation to do 
this, its mere possession of nuclear weapons 
would limit Israel’s options in dealing with 
other threats. 

Iran is the primary sponsor of Hezbollah 

(the “Party of God”), long the most success-
ful and perhaps most dangerous terrorist 
organization in the world. Before 9/11, 
Hezbollah killed more Americans than any 
other terrorist group. 

Syria also actively supports Hezbollah 
and provides a base for its activities, most 
of which are directed against Israel. A 
nuclear-armed Iran would make retaliatory 
Israeli attacks on Syria less likely, thereby 
encouraging terrorists based there to com-
mit more acts of violence against the 
Jewish state. 

Lest we forget, more than 20 years ago 
Syria and Iran helped Hezbollah drive the 
Americans out of Lebanon, killing 241 
American soldiers in a suicide car-bomb 
attack on an American military barracks. 

Will Washington act?

As Charles Krauthammer stated in 
his column, “time is of the essence” 
when it comes to dealing with the Iranian 
nuclear threat.

Washington has encouraged European 
involvement on this issue. Sensitive to 
criticism of unilateralism over the war 
in Iraq, the Bush administration has left 

Iran to Europe. But the three European 
countries involved have made no progress 
in persuading Iran to change course. 

Adding to the pressure, Iran defi antly 
launched an updated missile Oct. 20 capa-
ble of reaching over 1,200 miles (almost 
2,000 kilometers), enough to easily hit 
Israel and also American targets throughout 
the region and in neighboring Iraq.

Krauthammer again: “The fact is that 
the war critics have nothing to offer on 
the single most urgent issue of our time—
rogue states in pursuit of weapons of mass 
destruction . . . Two years ago there were 
fi ve countries supporting terrorism and 
pursuing these weapons—two junior-
leaguers, Libya and Syria, and the axis-
of-evil varsity: Iraq, Iran and North Korea. 
The Bush Administration has eliminated 
two: Iraq, by direct military means, and 
Libya, by example and intimidation.

“Syria is weak and deterred by Israel. 
North Korea, having gone nuclear, is 
untouchable. That leaves Iran. What to do? 
There are only two things that will stop the 
Iranian nuclear program: revolution from 
below or an attack on its nuclear facilities.

“The country should be ripe for revolu-
tion. The regime is detested. But the 
mullahs are very good at police-state tac-
tics. The long-awaited revolution is not 
happening.

“Which makes the question of preemp-
tive attack all the more urgent. Iran will go 
nuclear during the next presidential term. 
Some Americans wishfully think that the 
Israelis will do the dirty work for us, as in 
1981, when they destroyed Saddam Husse-
in’s nuclear reactor. But for Israel, attacking 
Iran is a far more diffi cult proposition. It is 
farther away. Moreover, detection and anti-
aircraft technology are far more advanced 
than they were 20 years ago.

“. . . If nothing is done, a fanatical 
terrorist regime openly dedicated to the 
destruction of the ‘Great Satan’ will have 
both nuclear weapons and the terrorists 
and missiles to deliver them. All that stands 
between us and that is either revolution 
or preemptive strike.”

The Bible shows us that the Middle East 
will be at the center of prophesied end-time 
events that directly lead into the return of 
Jesus Christ to establish the Kingdom of 
God. For a deeper understanding of this 
important region from a biblical perspec-
tive, send for our free booklet The Middle 
East in Bible Prophecy.  GN
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Iran has taken advantage of the situations in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to further its own nuclear program. It’s cur-
rently thought to be on pace to have several weapons 
within a few years. This is potentially a far greater threat 
to the peace of the world than Iraq ever was.



World News and Trends
An Overview of Conditions Around the World
by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust

Many Americans have been shocked to see gas 
prices recently shoot up to over $2 a gallon. 

And while this is cheaper than in many other 
countries (due to their heavier taxation), it’s still 
a shock to U.S. consumers. But why has gasoline 
(petrol in many other countries) suddenly become 
so expensive?

Experts note that a combination of factors, 
revolving around supply and demand, have led 
to higher oil prices. 

One cause is increased competition for fuel. 
China, India and other developing countries are 
consuming far more oil and gasoline than they 
did only a few years ago, increasing demand for a 

limited worldwide supply. Another factor is unrest 
in the Middle East, with Iraq struggling to increase 
production in the face of repeated terror attacks 
against its oil-production infrastructure.

We also cannot ignore the effect of govern-
ment actions on oil prices. The Russian government 
recently in effect took over the huge private oil 
company Yukos, Russia’s largest oil producer, hit-
ting it with a $7 billion tax bill and sending up oil 
prices worldwide. The company’s assets will likely 
be swallowed up by a new state-owned company. 

In the United States, various environmental laws 
dictate more than a dozen different gasoline blends 
in three different grades. Producing those blends 

drives up consumer costs. Also, due to various 
regulations and challenges, newer, more effi cient 
oil refi neries haven’t been built in the United States 
for more than 25 years. Legal and political chal-
lenges have also held up development of new 
fi elds to replace declining output in older, less pro-
ductive fi elds, making Americans increasingly more 
dependent on volatile overseas supplies.

Another recent factor has been the repeated 
hurricanes striking the Gulf of Mexico, which has 
put a serious dent in U.S. production from offshore 
oil fi elds. Seasonal weather can also play a role, 
depending on how cold the coming winter is and 
how much oil will then go to heating homes.

Why the recent rise in gas prices?

14     The Good News

Does Israel have 
the right to exist?

A one-state solution to the Israeli- Palestinian 
conflict is gaining favor in some circles. 

According to an editorial in the Los Angeles Times 
(Oct. 10), it would constitute “a single secular state 
in which Jews and Arabs would live in democratic 
harmony. This idea is percolating through the 
Western intelligentsia and even into left-wing 
circles in Israel.” 

The problem is that such a “new” state 
would not remain Jewish for long. As the article 
also stated, “the higher Arab birthrate would 
make Jews a shrinking majority.” Reading between 
the lines, this proposal seems to be just another 
ostensibly more “humanitarian” way of grinding 
a very old axe. 

The astonishing title of the Los Angeles Times 
editorial is: “Who Needs a Jewish State?” Although 
the text clearly states that “Israel must remain a 
Jewish state, and to do that and be a democracy as 
well it must always have a Jewish majority”—the 
title just on its own is very misleading if readers do 
not follow up by reading the clarifying remarks in 
the text itself.

Other recent sources, however, make the real 
issue more apparent. Consider the comments of 
Dr. Michael Glueck in Insight magazine: “For as 
long as there has been a State of Israel, there has 

been a temptation to believe that if Israel could 
somehow conveniently disappear—then the 
United States and the Arabs would have no major 
disagreements” (Oct. 4).

Also according to a report in World Net Daily, the 
Palestinian Authority continues to urge genocide 
against Israelis. One specifi c directive was: “Use TV 
broadcasts to urge killing of ‘brothers of the mon-
keys and pigs’ . . .” (Sept. 16). This implies much 
more than mere distasteful rhetoric. 

Author Shalom Freedman commented on the 
Iranian threat to Israel: “But the threat is such—
the threat of using weapons of mass-destruction 
to destroy the state—that its transformation into 
reality would mean in effect the murder of hun-
dreds of thousands perhaps even millions of Jews” 
(Israel Insider, Aug. 26). Shades of the Holocaust, or the 
Shoah, as the term is expressed in Hebrew.

Mr. Freedman continued: “This threat is openly 
made every Friday in the central mosque of Tehran 
where it is proclaimed that the ‘Zionist state’ must 
and will be eliminated. This threat has been made 
frequently by various leaders of Iran, especially 
over the past three years” (ibid., emphasis added 
throughout). 

In summary, noted author Conor Cruise O’Brien 
has asked: “Does Israel have the right to exist? 
The state of Israel has lived since its birth . . . under 
the pressure of that question and that question 
was preceded by another question: Do the Jews 
have the right to exist?” (The Siege, p. 25). That 
it would even be necessary to pose such absurd 
questions says something about our supposedly 
advanced, civilized world today.

You need to understand these grave issues in 
the Middle East and the essential biblical/historical 
background behind them. Please write for our free 
booklet The Middle East in Bible Prophecy. (Sources: 
Los Angeles Times, World Net Daily, Insight, Israel 
Insider, The Siege.)

Why Bad News in 
The Good News?

Speaking of the state of the world just before 
His return, Jesus Christ said our planet will 

experience “a time of great distress, such as 
there has never been before since the begin-
ning of the world, and will never be again” 
(Matthew 24:21, Revised English Bible).

The United Church of God, whose members 
and supporters provide the fi nancial backing 
for The Good News and other publications, pro-
claims the good news of the imminent return 
of Jesus of Nazareth. Yet we often report on 
the negative consequences of human behavior 
leading to the very conditions Jesus described. 

Following Jesus’ example, part of our pur-
pose is to highlight the lessons mankind is 

writing in its self-centered way of living and 
to warn of where this way is leading. But 
more than that, our intention is to illustrate 
the need for an alternative way of life—the 
godly way of life Jesus revealed and personi-
fied. Beyond the bad news, we present this 
way of living that would eliminate all of man’s 
problems. We also explain from Scripture that 
under the coming rule of Christ, God’s way will 
become universal—and humanity will at last 
know true and lasting peace.

The world of today is indeed fi lled with bad 
news. Yet the future holds incredible promise: 
Christ’s return to establish the Kingdom of God 
(Daniel 7:13-14; Revelation 11:15), ushering 
in a wonderful world of peace, prosperity and 
plenty during which all people will at last learn 
to live God’s way of life. This truly is good news 
on which you can stake your future!

“Does Israel have a right to exist? 
The state of Israel has lived since its 
birth . . . under the pressure of that 
question . . .”



“Hooking up” endan-
gers sexual health of 
young adults, teens

In reporting from New York City for The Sunday 
Times Oct. 10, Sarah Baxter identifi es a “new” 

trend among young adults and teenagers. It’s called 
“hooking up.” It involves a range of illicit sexual 
activities including heavy petting, oral intimacy and 
outright intercourse. This damaging practice has 
already spread to many schools and campuses.

The article describes this so-called “new” phe-
nomenon in the following terms. “You hook up 
with them, nothing more. You are free to string 
them along or hook up with somebody else at the 
same time. It is important not to ‘catch feelings’ 
or fool yourself that you are in love.” This practice 
obviously contemplates divorcing sex from love. 

A new book about it titled The Happy Hook-Up: A 

Single Girl’s Guide to Casual Sex, has recently been 
published in America. Apparently 3,000 women 
were interviewed and fully one quarter agreed that 
they could indulge in one-night stands without 
becoming emotionally attached to their partners. 

“Hooking up” is viewed as a way for young 
women to focus on their careers and still indulge in 
sexual intimacy. One famous actress, now divorced, 
even said that one-night stands “give her time to 
be a mother.” 

Other new names have emerged for similar 
behavior. “Friends with benefi ts,” “bed buddies” 
and “hookup buddies” are now the popular terms 
for young men and women who are acquaintances 
or friends, but whose relationship also includes 
casual sexual relations with no commitment, no 
strings attached and no expectations. Sexual activ-
ity between the two is  purely for self-gratifi cation, 
nothing more.

The fruits of this destructive lifestyle are amply 
illustrated by what is now happening in Britain. Said 

the Daily Mail (Sept. 30): “Teenage promiscuity has 
led to a record number of girls being infected with 
sexually transmitted diseases which can destroy 
fertility. Shocking statistics show that one in eight 
girls aged 16 to 19 are carrying chlamydia, which 
often has no symptoms.”

Single motherhood and abortions as a form of 
birth control also emerge as even more negative 

results of old-fashioned casual sex, dressed up a 
little differently to make it more attractive to its 
unsuspecting victims. And, as might be expected, 
the emotional toll is proving to be devastating in 
the long run, as some are discovering. 

If you would like to know how God views these 
lifestyles, please request the free booklets The 
Ten Commandments and Making Life Work. The 
publishers of The Good News also publish a free 
magazine for teens and young adults called Verti-
cal Thought. For more information, see pages 30-
31. (Sources: The Sunday Times, Daily Mail [both 
London].)
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With so much happening so quickly in today’s world, how can you keep up? The Good News staff reviews dozens 
of news sources every day to bring you what’s truly important. Visit Current World News & Trends at www.ucg.
org/worldnews to fi nd links to the most important news stories from across the globe. 
Also, to get a biblical perspective on major events, visit www.ucg.org/commentary for a weekly commentary  
                            on the trends shaping our world—and what they mean for you.

Displaying the Ten 
Commandments: 
enigma solved

Nothing seems so perplexing to both the U.S. 
Supreme Court and the American public 

than whether a display of the Ten Command-
ments on government property is legal and/or 
moral. In recent history, Alabama Chief Justice 
Roy Moore was removed from offi ce for refusing 
to remove a stone monument of the Ten Com-

mandments from the rotunda of the Alabama 
Supreme Court building. 

Supreme Court justices have refused to revisit 
issues raised by their 1980 decision that banned 
the posting of the Ten Commandments in pub-
lic schools. Recently, however, the U.S. Supreme 
Court has agreed to take up the constitutionality 
of Ten Commandments displays on government 
land and buildings. 

Enter irony: There’s a large relief of Moses 
with the Ten Commandments inside the Supreme 
Court’s courtroom, an imposing sculpture of 
Moses with the Ten Commandments in the cen-
ter of the frieze on the rear facade of the Supreme 
Court building and a statue of Moses bearing the 
Ten Commandments in the rotunda of the Library 
of Congress next door. 

God, in Psalm 119:19, provides a solution for 
this enigma: “Do not hide Your commandments 
from me.”

Ignorance of the 
Ten Commandments 
abounds in Britain

A recent survey in Britain revealed that “almost 
one youngster in 10 has never heard of the 

Ten Commandments.” In addition, “nearly half of 
the youngsters can’t recall a single one” even if 
they have heard the term sometime in their lives 
(Daily Mail, Sept. 4). 

This poll also disclosed that very few indeed 
understand that observing the Sabbath is one of 
the Ten Commandments.

These are the inevitable fruits of a basically 
secular society that doesn’t generally acknowledge 
God or the Bible in its everyday activities. Even 
religious education has marginalized Christianity. 
Every reader needs to request our free, 80-page 
booklet titled The Ten Commandments along 
with the companion publication Sunset to Sunset: 
God’s Sabbath Rest. (Sources: Daily Mail, The Times 
[both London].) 

Will this world ever 
see peace?

The 17th-century philosopher Baruch Spinoza 
said, “Peace is not an absence of war” (1670). 

The 20th century certainly proved his point. World 
War I was termed “the war to end all wars”; at 
least 10 million were killed with another 20 million 
wounded. Yet within 20 years, rumblings of a sec-
ond world war were beginning to shake Europe. 

Follow World War II with the Korean War, Viet-
nam, the fi rst Gulf War, Sept. 11, Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Now we have North Korea and Iran, one with 
nuclear weapons and the other eagerly pursing 
them, to worry about. Meanwhile, terrorist acts 
continue above the din of nuclear threats. 

Jesus Christ said that the end of this age would 
be marked by “wars and rumors of wars” (Mat-
thew 24:6). In spite of mankind’s best efforts, the 
world remains a very dangerous place. Yet this tired, 
battered old world will one day see lasting peace 
(Isaiah 2:4). God promised it; you can count on it.

God, through the eminent psalm-
ist King David, provides a solution 
for this enigma: “Do not hide Your 
commandments from me.”

“You hook up with them, nothing 
more. You are free to string them 
along or hook up with somebody 
else at the same time. It is impor-
tant not to ‘catch feelings’ or fool 
yourself that you are in love.”



W
hat do you think the mothers 
of the future will be like? 
Picture this scenario: At a 
birthday party for a 14-year-
old girl, her former boyfriend 

responds to the teasing of several girls to 
give a 12-year-old girl a kiss on the cheek. 
The birthday girl’s mother is so immature 
that she takes offense at this, seeing it as the 
“betrayal” of her daughter. I know this will 
likely seem incredibly silly, but bear with me. 

The mother takes her birthday girl aside 
and tells her to “handle her business.” So the 
birthday girl attacks—not the boy, but the 
girl he kissed. The mother joins in, scratch-
ing, kicking and stomping the “offending” 
12-year-old. Three other teen girls and the 
birthday girl’s 19-year-old sister join in the 
assault, beating the 12-year-old into a coma, 
leaving her possibly brain-damaged for life.

You’re likely thinking that I’ve dreamed 
up an absurd and impossible image of the 
mother of the future. In fact, it isn’t made up, 

and it isn’t about the future. This ugly scene 
actually happened in Baltimore not long ago.

What kind of mothers will the “tweens” 
(8- to 14-year-olds) in this story make a few 
years from now? What kind of mothers will 
today’s Western culture produce?

Not mother material

Violence, real and imagined, is a part of 
the lives of many young girls today. Movies 
and video games such as Tomb Raider fea-
ture females in violent roles. Lara Croft, the 
main character of Tomb Raider, brawls and 
battles her way through her adventures. 

She is pencil-thin, except for exagger-
ated curves in certain areas, and dresses in 
skin-tight outfi ts, conveying the idea that 
young women should fl aunt their sexuality. 

Completing her wardrobe are two automatic 
pistols, one slung low on each hip. 

Two Lara Croft movies (with no doubt 
more on the way) have been produced. She 
holds cult status with many young people, 
who can play several video games about 
her, surf countless Internet sites featuring 
chat rooms for fans and video clips, and play 
online Tomb Raider games. What kind of 
mothers will Lara Croft inspire?

Paris Hilton, Britney Spears and Christina 
Aguilera, although now in their 20s, continue 
to be role models for tween girls. Belly shirts 
and low-slung pants, often with underwear 
exposed, are common styles, seen even in 
dress-up situations. 

Madonna, the maven of modern female 
entertainment, is in the process of bringing 

standards of decency to even greater lows. 
Her “Re-Invention” tour opened earlier 
this year, featuring “plenty of lesbian love,” 
according to a news report. In the show she 
sings “Papa Don’t Preach” in front of a cho-
rus line of nearly nude, pregnant women.

Joe Levy of Rolling Stone tells us: 
“Madonna always has a message to put 
across. Some people get the message, oth-
ers don’t—but everyone gets a fair amount 
of value for their entertainment dollar” 
(Orla Healy, “Madonna’s New Tour Is Most 
Shocking Yet,” FoxNews.com, May 21).

Some message. Some messenger. What 
kind of mothers will tweens who copy the 
dress, mannerisms, language and message 
of Madonna make a few years from now?

Real life, real pain

In real life, young girls are coping with 
problems such as homes broken by divorce, 
Mom’s new boyfriend, and drug and other 
alcohol abuse in their home environments. 
How is all this affecting young girls today? 
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What Will Tomorrow’s 
Mothers Be Like?
As you look at the girl “tweens” (8- to 14-year-olds) of today, what kind of mothers do you think 
they will make for tomorrow? What type of young woman is our Western culture producing? 
Girls have a clear choice between two wildly contrasting possibilities.

by Cecil Maranville
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It is truly hard for young women to know how to conduct 
themselves, how to dress and how to walk and talk today—
especially with society glorifying crude and coarse women. 
But there are still some moms who are models of true beauty.
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U.S. Justice Department arrest and survey 
statistics of 25 or so years ago show that 
incidents of violence among young boys 
outnumbered those among young girls by 
a margin of 10 to 1. Today, violence is still 
more prevalent among boys, but only by a 
margin of 4 to 1. Clearly a disturbing trend 
is taking shape.

Violence between young U.S. girls is 
so common today that virtually all school 
authorities have to be conscious of it and 
trained in how to respond to it. Bill Bond 
heads a project on school safety for the 
National Association of Secondary School 
Principals. In April of this year he said, “I’ve 
been to 17 Association meetings this year 
and the topic has been addressed at every 
meeting” (Wiley Hall, “Violence Among 
Girls Increasing in U.S.,” Associated Press 
report, April 25).

By the time today’s young girls become  
mothers, they will bear many scars. You may 
be thinking of emotional and psychological 
scarring. To be sure, there will be an abun-
dance of those types, but there will also be 
physical scars—and by their own hand. 

Joelle Babula of The Arizona Republic
tells of a rash of girls burning, cutting and 
bruising themselves in Phoenix-area high 
schools (“Self-Injury Among Teens on the 
Rise,” April 26). Mesa Public Schools has 
such a high incidence of self-infl icted injuries 
that they include specialized training in 
dealing with it for all of their counselors. 

These kids are cutting themselves with 
box cutters, glass and knives. In twisted logic, 
perhaps self-infl icted injury is a type of hurt-
ing they can control, in contrast to the emo-
tional pain and stress put on them by others. 

One of the pressures they are trying to 
cope with is the media’s message that they 
must be sexy and attractive. If they aren’t 
genetically predisposed to refl ect the image 
of today’s pop culture queens, they may try 
to make themselves ugly—to take themselves 
out of the running, so to speak.

This trend is so new that no national statis-
tics are available yet. But there are indications 
of it all over the nation. At S.A.F.E., a self-
infl icted injury treatment facility/program in 
Chicago, Karen Conterio has seen such inci-
dents skyrocket from hundreds to thousands a 
month. If girls do not receive treatment, their 
self-infl ictions can escalate to breaking bones 
and infecting wounds—even self-injecting 
with HIV (ibid.).

This physical scarring will only add to the 
mental scarring already troubling tomorrow’s 
mothers.

Why young women expose themselves

Conservative radio commentator Dennis 

Prager wrote a two-part series in early 2004 
on why young women are exposing them-
selves in the way they dress. Following is a  
summary of some of the reasons he offered. 

Sameness between men and women. With 
every aspect of society promoting the equal-
ity of the sexes, young women are announc-
ing, “Hey, I am female,” in one of the few 
ways that they can. 

Women used to be able to express their 
femininity by distinctively female dress. 
Today, there is less clothing that is uniquely 
female. Women wear pants and pant suits, 
even mannish suits right down to the necktie. 
The modern young woman’s confused sense 
of “feminine” is clothing that uncovers her 
femaleness.

To attract men. Prager writes that women 
who expose themselves are sexually attrac-
tive to him as a male, but at the same time 
offend him as a man. He adds that his grand-
mother, who never went to school, knows 
more about men than the average female 
college graduate today. Women expose them-
selves to exert power over and get their way 
from men, seemingly ignorant of the sexual 
overtones of their methods. 

“What you so often call cute or attractive,” 
he writes to young women, “men see only 
as a sexual come-on.” Wanting love, women 
seek to attract it by exposing themselves. But, 
Prager counsels, “The more skin men see, 
the more they think sex, not love. And that 
includes guys your age, your male teachers, 
your clergyman, your mailman, and the old 
man next door.”

Some are making good choices

Not surprisingly, many teens are sexually 
active today. The Alan Guttmacher Institute 
published study results that show one half of 
all American youth will contract a sexually 
transmissible disease by age 25. Some of 
those STDs can cause infertility, which will 
deny some of today’s tweens the blessing 
and privilege of giving birth altogether. 

However, there is some good news: The 
percentage of teens who are sexually active is 
down from 54 percent in 1991 to 47 percent 
in 2003. But that’s still nearly one half of all 
teens experiencing something for which their 
minds and spirits were designed to enjoy only
in the context of marriage.

We hope that more and more teens will 
reject the tendency of their peers and the 
pressure of the world around to emphasize 
sexuality. There are signs of a healthy back-
lash against slut-slumming styles. Some 
teens reject the trend. They refer to the 
tweens caught up in piercing belly buttons, 
wearing belly shirts and off-the-hip pants 
as “prostitots”—a not-so-subtle declaration 

of their revulsion for these popular fashions.

The source of true beauty

One of the Bible’s proverbs observes that 
a beautiful woman without good judgment is 
as attractive as a gold ring dangling from the 
nose of a pig (Proverbs 11:22)—not a  pleas-
ant depiction, but it gets the point across! 

We sympathize with how truly hard it is 
for young women to know how to conduct 
themselves, how to dress and how to walk 
and talk today—especially with society glo-
rifying crude and coarse women. But there 
are still some moms who are models of true 
beauty. We hope you have a mature eye and 
that you can spot this classiness. 

One of the cartloads of so-called reality 
shows today is The Swan, in which physi-
cally unattractive women undergo a series of 
extensive cosmetic surgeries to remove this 
and augment that—conveying the message 
that beauty is on the outside. Such shows 
suggest the idea that if you can be attractive 
on the outside and expose it with just the 
right tease, you will have it made. 

But will you? Far from it! You will have 
“made it” only when you are mature enough 
to realize that beauty is on the inside; what 
is outside is ultimately of little signifi cance.

Another biblical proverb—this in the sec-
tion about the true beauty of a woman, found 
in Proverbs 31:30-31—warns that the exte-
rior charm and beauty of a woman fades ever 
so quickly. It adds that what one sees on the 
outside pales into insignifi cance in compari-
son with a woman who is beautiful inside.

To those of you reading this who are 
young teens: Are you honest? If so, you are 
beautiful! Are you morally clean? You are 
beautiful! Are you dressing in a feminine, as 
opposed to a sexually alluring, way? You are 
beautiful! Can you be what you want to be, 
regardless of what those around you say and 
do? Then you are a beauty indeed! And you 
have the potential to be a great mother!  GN

 Recommended Reading
So much of what this world 
values in the end proves to be 
shallow and unfulfi lling, a waste 
of time and effort. How can you 
fi nd lasting values to guide your 
life? Few realize it, but the Bible 
is filled with timeless wisdom 
and practical advice in virtually 
all areas of life—friendships, 
family, fi nances, career and much more. We’ve gath-
ered some of its best advice into a full-color booklet, 
Making Life Work. A free copy is waiting for you! 

Contact any of our offi ces listed on page 2, or 
request or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org



Already the decorations are going 
up, the parties are being planned, 
the presents are being bought. 
Soon people around the world 

will again be celebrating Christmas. 
More than any other religious holiday, 

Christmas is associated with the name of 
Christ. The word Christmas is short for 
“Christ’s mass,” instituted by the Catholic 
Church and continued by many Protestant 
churches.

Yet, curiously, the Bible records nothing 
about the apostles or early Church observ-
ing Christmas. History shows that it wasn’t 
celebrated until hundreds of years after Jesus 
Christ lived on earth, and long after the 
apostles had passed from the scene. 

Even more curious are the surprising cir-
cumstances under which Christmas came to 
be observed, and the many aspects of today’s 
Christmas celebrations— including the date, 
Dec. 25—that have nothing to do with Jesus’ 

birth, but do have a lot to do with ancient 
pre-Christian religions.

What does history show us about the ori-
gins of the world’s most popular holiday? 
It’s quite an eye-opening story!

New Catholic Encyclopedia on Christmas

The New Catholic Encyclopedia, in dis-
cussing the unlikelihood of a Dec. 25 date for 
Jesus Christ’s birth and how that particular 
date was chosen, gives some insight into the 
holiday’s origins:

“Why, then, were December 25 and Janu-
ary 6 chosen for the celebration of the Lord’s 
birth? Several theories are offered in explana-
tion. Some actually believed December 25 
was the birthday of Christ and tried to prove 
it by arguing from the conception of St. John 
the Baptist. Assuming, gratuitously, that 
Zachary was high priest and that the Day of 
Atonement fell on September 24, John would 

have been born on June 24 and Christ 6 
months later, on December 25. This theory 
is now considered completely untenable.”

Continuing in the same source: “L. Duch-
esne suggested that the date of Christmas was 
determined from March 25, the traditional 
date of the Crucifi xion. If He died on March 
25, He must also have been conceived on this 
date and thus have been born 9 months later 
on December 25. More recently H. Engberd-
ing has tried, unsuccessfully, to defend 
a comparable position.

“According to the hypothesis suggested 
by H. Usener, developed by B. Botte, and 
accepted by most scholars today, the birth 
of Christ was assigned the date of the winter 
solstice, because on this day, as the sun began 
its return to the northern skies, the pagan 
devotees of Mithra celebrated the birthday 
of the invincible sun.

“Christmas originated at a time when 
the cult of the sun was particularly strong 

at Rome. This theory fi nds support in some 
of the Church Fathers’ contrasting the birth 
of Christ and the winter solstice. Though 
the substitution of Christmas for the pagan 
festival cannot be proved with certainty, 
it remains the most plausible explanation 
for the dating of Christmas” (1967, Vol. 3, 
p. 656, emphasis added throughout).

This encyclopedia admits that arguments 
for a Dec. 25 birth of Jesus Christ simply 
aren’t credible (see “Biblical Evidence 
Shows Jesus Christ Wasn’t Born on Dec. 25,” 
page 19). It acknowledges that this date was 
chosen because of popular existing festivities 
honoring the ancient sun god Mithra and 
celebrating the winter solstice. 

Ancient origins of Christmas

Man, Myth & Magic is an illustrated ency-
clopedia of mythology and religion. In its 
article on Christmas, we uncover a treasure 

trove of research material on this holiday’s 
origins and history. 

“Christmas has its origin in two ancient 
pagan festivals, the great Yule-feast of 
the Norsemen and the Roman Saturnalia.
Extending from Advent, which begins on 
30 November or the Sunday nearest to it, to 
Candlemas Day on 2 February, it was close 
enough to the winter solstice to acquire many 
of the associations of the Norse ceremony: 
the Yule-log, the evergreen decorations in 
houses and churches, even the Christmas 
feast itself. These elements were combined 
with the Saturnalia of the Romans to provide 
the basis for the early Christian festival. 

“During the Saturnalia, gifts were made 
by the wealthy to the poor in honour of the 
golden age of liberty when Saturn ruled the 
known world, and slaves were allowed to 
change places and clothing with their mas-
ters. They even elected their own mock king 
who, for the period of the festival, ruled as a 
despot. The Saturnalia involved the wildest 
debauchery, and was a festival worthy of 
Pan himself.

“Naturally it came under heavy censure 
from the early Church and despite the fact 
that Jesus Christ and the saints gradually 
replaced the pagan deities it was long con-
sidered completely out of character with the 
Christian ideal. However, the festival was 
far too strongly entrenched in popular favour 
to be abolished, and the [Catholic] Church 
fi nally granted the necessary recognition, 
believing that if Christmas could not be 
suppressed it should be preserved in honour 
of the Christian God” (1995, Vol. 3, p. 418).

Do you grasp what this is telling us? 
We saw earlier that the Dec. 25 date for 
Christmas came from ancient pre-Christian 
festivals. Here we see that the same ancient 
pagan celebrations honoring other gods were 
continued, with the Catholic Church simply 
relabeling the festivities and customs 
as Christian!

Christmas banned for its paganism

The Man, Myth & Magic encyclopedia 
reveals more of the strange story of Christmas 

Christmas: The Curious Origins
of a Popular Holiday
What do evergreen trees, reindeer, mistletoe and yule logs have to do with the birth of Jesus Christ? 
And was He really born on Dec. 25? You need to discover the real history of Christmas!

by Jerold Aust

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Christmas:  The Curious Origins of a Popular Holiday 
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Christmas is so popular—not to mention commercially important—
that it’s almost inconceivable to realize that at one time it was 
outlawed for its pagan associations and practices!
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as it continued after the ancient celebrations 
were adopted by the Catholic Church:

“Once given a Christian basis the festival 
became fully established in Europe with
many of its pagan elements undisturbed. It 
was only in the 4th century that 25 December 
was offi cially decreed to be the birthday of 
Christ, and it was another 500 years before 
the term Midwinter Feast was abandoned 
in favour of the word Christmas. 

“Even then on the Continent the festival 
continued to show many features inherited 
from the Saturnalia. In particular, the Feast of 
Fools was a wild debauch reminiscent of the 

pagan past. The Normans when they invaded 
England in 1066, introduced a Master of Cer-
emonies into the English Christmas. Known 
as the Lord of Misrule, his counterpart in 
Scotland was called the Abbot of Unreason. 

“. . . The undisguised pagan element 
in Christmas had often provoked criticism 
from extreme Protestants but the festival was 
not really affected by their beliefs until the 
Puritans came to power in the 17th century. 
Christmas was attacked as ‘the old heathens’ 
feasting day to Saturn their God’ and carols 
were forbidden. Finally, 25 December was 
proclaimed a fast day in 1644. The new rule 

was enforced by the army, which spent much 
of its time pulling down the greenery that 
festive ‘pagans’ had attached to their doors. 

“In Scotland the prohibition was enforced 
with great rigour. This anti-Christmas atti-
tude spread to Puritan territories in America. 
The Church established special services for 
Christmas in Boston during the 1690s, but 
many civil authorities strongly opposed this 
move. And it was not until some 150 years 
later that Christmas fi rst became a legal holi-
day in the United States, in Alabama in 1836” 
(pp. 418-419).

Of course, Christmas has long been 
accepted throughout much of the world. Now 
it’s so popular—not to mention commercially 
important—that it’s almost inconceivable to 
realize that at one time it was outlawed for its 
pagan associations and practices!

An ancient nativity celebration reborn

The noted British anthropologist and 
scholar Sir James Frazer wrote a classic work 
on ancient myths and religious practices 
titled The Golden Bough. His fi ndings on the 
ancient origins of our Christmas practices and 
customs are revealing: 

“. . . There can be no doubt that the 
Mithraic religion [the worship of Mithra, 
the Persian sun god, popular in the Roman 
Empire] proved a formidable rival to Christi-
anity, combining as it did a solemn ritual with 
aspirations after moral purity and a hope of 
immortality. Indeed the issue of the confl ict 
between the two faiths appears for a time 
to have hung in the balance. An instructive 
relic of the long struggle is preserved in our 
festival of Christmas, which the [Catholic]
Church seems to have borrowed directly from 
its heathen rival.

“In the Julian calendar the twenty-fi fth of 
December was reckoned the winter solstice, 
and it was regarded as the Nativity of the 
Sun, because the day begins to lengthen and 
the power of the sun to increase from that 
turning-point of the year. The ritual of the 
nativity, as it appears to have been celebrated 
in Syria and Egypt, was remarkable. The cel-
ebrants retired into certain inner shrines, from 
which at midnight they issued with a loud 
cry, ‘The Virgin has brought forth! The light 
is waxing!’ 

“The Egyptians even represented the 
new-born sun by the image of an infant 
which on his birthday, the winter solstice, 
they brought forth and exhibited to his 
worshippers. No doubt the Virgin who thus 
conceived and bore a son on the twenty-fi fth 
of December was the great Oriental [i.e., 
Middle Eastern] goddess whom the Semites 
called the Heavenly Virgin or simply the 
Heavenly Goddess; in Semitic lands she 

Biblical Evidence Shows Jesus Christ 
Wasn’t Born on Dec. 25

History convincingly shows that Dec. 25 was popularized as the date for Christmas, not 
because Christ was born on that day but because it was already popular in pagan 
religious celebrations as the birthday of the sun.

But is it possible that Dec. 25 could be the day of Christ’s birth?
“Lacking any scriptural pointers to Jesus’s birthday, early Christian teachers suggested dates 

all over the calendar. Clement . . . picked November 18. Hippolytus . . . fi gured Christ must have 
been born on a Wednesday . . . An anonymous document[,] believed to have been written 
in North Africa around A.D. 243, placed Jesus’s birth on March 28” (Jeffery Sheler, U.S. News 
& World Report, “In Search of Christmas,” Dec. 23, 1996, p. 58).

A careful analysis of Scripture, however, clearly indicates that Dec. 25 is an unlikely date for 
Christ’s birth. Here are two primary reasons:

First, we know that shepherds were in the fi elds watching their fl ocks at the time of Jesus’ 
birth (Luke 2:7-8). Shepherds were not in the fi elds during December. According to Celebra-
tions: The Complete Book of American Holidays, Luke’s account “suggests that Jesus may have 
been born in summer or early fall. Since December is cold and rainy in Judea, it is likely the 
shepherds would have sought shelter for their fl ocks at night” (p. 309).

Similarly, The Interpreter’s One-Volume Commentary says this passage argues “against the 
birth [of Christ] occurring on Dec. 25 since the weather would not have permitted” shepherds 
watching over their fl ocks in the fi elds at night.

Second, Jesus’ parents came to Bethlehem to register in a Roman census (Luke 2:1-4). 
Such censuses were not taken in winter, when temperatures often dropped below freezing 
and roads were in poor condition. Taking a census under such conditions would have been 
self-defeating.

Given the diffi culties and the desire to bring pagans into Christianity, “the important fact 
then . . . to get clearly into your head is that the fi xing of the date as December 25th was 
a compromise with paganism” (William Walsh, The Story of Santa Klaus, 1970, p. 62).

If Jesus Christ wasn’t born on Dec. 25, does the Bible indicate when He was born? The bibli-
cal accounts point to the fall of the year as the most likely time of Jesus’ birth, based on the 
conception and birth of John the Baptist. 

Since Elizabeth (John’s mother) was in her sixth month of pregnancy when Jesus was 
conceived (Luke 1:24-36), we can determine the approximate time of year Jesus was born 
if we know when John was born. John’s father, Zacharias, was a priest serving in the Jeru-
salem temple during the course of Abijah (Luke 1:5). Historical calculations indicate this 
course of service corresponded to June 13-19 in that year (The Companion Bible, 1974, 
Appendix 179, p. 200).

It was during this time of temple service that Zacharias learned that he and his wife Eliza-
beth would have a child (Luke 1:8-13). After he completed his service and traveled home, 
Elizabeth conceived (verses 23-24). Assuming John’s conception took place 
near the end of June, adding nine months brings us to the end of March as 
the most likely time for John’s birth. Adding another six months (the differ-
ence in ages between John and Jesus) brings us to the end of September as 
the likely time of Jesus’ birth.

(Excerpted from Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Really Matter Which Days 
We Keep? To download or request a free copy, visit our Web site at www.
ucg.org/booklets or contact our offi ce nearest you listed on page 2.) 



was a form of Astarte [also known as Easter]. 
“Now Mithra was regularly identifi ed by 

his worshippers with the Sun, the Uncon-
quered Sun, as they called him; hence his 
nativity also fell on the twenty-fi fth of 
December. The Gospels say nothing as to 
the day of Christ’s birth, and accordingly 
the early Church did not celebrate it.

“In time, however, the Christians of Egypt 
came to regard the sixth of January as the date 
of the Nativity, and the custom of commemo-
rating the birth of the Savior on that day 
gradually spread until by the fourth century 
it was universally established in the East. 

“But at the end of the third or the beginning 
of the fourth century the Western [Catholic] 
Church, which had never recognized the sixth 
of January as the day of the Nativity, adopted 
the twenty-fi fth of December as the true date, 
and in time its decision was accepted also by 
the Eastern Church. At Antioch the change 
was not introduced till about the year 375 
A.D.” (1993, p. 358).

Sir James Frazer studied the thread of 
Christmas customs and practices through 
ancient times and reached an inescapable 
conclusion: Christmas is but a relic of the 
worship of the pagan god known by the 
Persians and Romans as Mithra or Mithras, 
relabeled with a Christian name. 

A pagan festival relabeled

Why did the early Catholic Church adopt 
and relabel this ancient pagan celebration? 
Frazer explains:  

“What considerations led the ecclesiastical 
authorities to institute the festival of Christ-
mas? The motives for the innovation are 
stated with great frankness by a Syrian writer, 
himself a Christian. ‘The reason,’ he tells us, 
‘why the fathers transferred the celebration 
of the sixth of January to the twenty-fi fth of 
December was this. It was a custom of the 
heathen to celebrate on the same twenty-fi fth 
of December the birthday of the Sun, at which 
they kindled lights in token of festivity. 

“In these solemnities and festivities the 
Christians also took part. Accordingly when 
the doctors of the [Catholic] Church per-
ceived that the Christians had a leaning to this 
festival, they took counsel and resolved that 
the true Nativity should be solemnized on that 
day and the festival of the Epiphany on the 
sixth of January. Accordingly, along with this 
custom, the practice has prevailed of kindling 
fi res till the sixth.’ 

“The heathen origin of Christmas is plainly 
hinted at, if not tacitly admitted, by Augustine 
when he exhorts his Christian brethren not to 
celebrate that solemn day like the heathen on 
account of the sun, but on account of him who 
made the sun. In like manner [Pope] Leo the 

Great rebuked the pestilent belief that Christ-
mas was solemnized because of the birth of 
the new sun, as it was called, and not because 
of the nativity of Christ. 

“Thus it appears that the Christian [Catho-
lic] Church chose to celebrate the birthday of 
its Founder on the twenty-fi fth of December 
in order to transfer the devotion of the hea-
then from the Sun to him who was called the 
Sun of Righteousness” (1993, pp. 358-359).

The truth about Christmas’s origins is 
simple: One of the ancient world’s most pop-
ular celebrations—a festival that originated 
in sun worship and honoring pagan gods—
was renamed and reborn as traditional 
Christianity’s most popular celebration.

What would Jesus say?

Today, would Jesus Christ recognize the 
religion that professes to follow Him? 

Think about it: If you lived in the Holy 
Land in the time of Jesus and you observed 
Christmas, you would be alone, for no true 
Christian ever kept Christmas during Jesus’ 
life on earth. Further, if you saw Jesus or the 
apostles walking through the narrow pas-
sageways of Old Jerusalem or the dusty roads 
of Judea and you invited them to join in your 
Christmas celebration, what would they say? 

Since Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, 
today and forever (Hebrews 13:8), and all 
Scripture is inspired by God (2 Timothy 
3:16), they might remind you of what 
God’s Word says about incorporating pagan 
customs into your worship: 

“. . . Do not inquire after their gods, saying, 
‘How did these nations serve their gods? 
I also will do likewise.’ You shall not worship 
the LORD your God in that way; for every 
abomination to the LORD which He hates 
they have done to their gods . . . Whatever 
I command you, be careful to observe it;
you shall not add to it nor take away from it”
(Deuteronomy 12:30-32). 

Jesus Himself might repeat to you what He 
said to the Pharisees, who considered their 
traditions and customs more important than 
obeying God’s Word: “These people draw 
near to Me with their mouth, and honor Me 
with their lips, but their heart is far from Me. 
And in vain they worship Me, teaching as 
doctrines the commandments of men” (Mat-
thew 15:8-9). Christmas, mentioned nowhere 
in the Bible, is a “commandment” of men.

The apostle Paul might remind you of 
the words he wrote to Church members in 
Corinth, a city steeped in pagan religious 
practices: “. . . What fellowship has righ-
teousness with lawlessness? And what com-
munion has light with darkness? And what 
accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part 
has a believer with an unbeliever? 

“And what agreement has the temple 
of God with idols? For you are the temple 
of the living God . . . Therefore ‘Come out 
from among them and be separate, says the 
Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, and 
I will receive you.’ . . . Therefore, having 
these promises, beloved, let us cleanse our-
selves from all fi lthiness of the fl esh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God” 
(2 Corinthians 6:14-17; 7:1).

Does it really matter?

Sadly, for the bulk of modern Christianity 
these scriptures—which help defi ne what true 
Christianity is and is not—mean very little. 
Most of the 2 billion professing Christians 
on earth today observe Christmas and other 
extrabiblical holidays without ever giving 
them a second thought. 

Most will never take the time to look into 
their beliefs to learn their true origins, though 
information such as that found in this article 
can be found in virtually any modern library 
or on the Internet. Though the basic facts 
about the origins of Christmas are spelled out 
in almost any reputable encyclopedia, most 
people will not look long and hard at their 
traditions and customs to see if they square 
with the Bible. 

It’s especially ironic to see the articles 
that appear in many newspapers each year 
—often written by well-intentioned but mis-
guided clergymen—who recite the pagan 
origins of Christmas and its trappings but 
conclude that it doesn’t matter because it’s 
now celebrated for a good cause. We have to 
wonder how they can reconcile that view with 
the clear scriptures quoted above.

What about your beliefs? Jesus Christ says 
that those who worship God “must worship 
[Him] in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). Are 
your beliefs and worship fi rmly grounded 
in biblical truth, or in ancient fables?  GN
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 Recommended Reading
Many people are shocked to 
discover the origins of our most 
popular religious holidays. 
They’re also surprised to find 
that the days God commands 
us to observe in the Bible—the 
same days Jesus Christ and the 
apostles kept—are almost uni-
versally ignored. Why? Also, why 
are today’s supposedly Christian 
holidays observed with so many rituals and customs 
that are not sanctioned anywhere in the Bible? For 
detailed answers, be sure to request your free copy 
of the booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter 
Which Days We Keep?.

Contact any of our offi ces listed on page 2, or 
request or download it from our Web site at

www.gnmagazine.org
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It always amazed me when, in her 
90s, my grandmother recalled her 
childhood. She would remember 
details that seemed impossible 

to bring to mind. 
Sometime I, too, think back and am 

astonished at the things I can remember 
about events that happened decades ago. 
I can remember the embarrassment I felt 
as a fi ve-year-old at being told to sit on the 
step at the front of the classroom for talk-
ing (and that was more than six decades 
ago!). Remembering is a wonderful gift.

Sometimes, though, having a good 
memory can hurt us. We remember things 
we have suffered or hurts others have 
infl icted on us. We remember debts people 
owe and we can have trouble forgiving. 

The need to sometimes forget

I recently read a statement from author 
C.S. Lewis that struck me. He said that 
when he considers Jesus’ instruction to 
forgive 70 times seven times in Matthew 
18:22, he considers it differently than most. 

For him one painful experience that he 
was striving to forgive kept resurfacing 
because various things, places or little 
events would remind him of the incident. 
He likened it to tearing a scab off an old 
wound. He had to continue to forgive 
the same deed over and over, each time 
it resurfaced. Memory can do that to us. 

In Matthew 6:3 Jesus tells us not to let 
our left hand know what our right hand is 
doing. Physically this is impossible, but 
Jesus used this to encourage us to do good 
deeds secretly or privately. His point was 
that we are to learn to give and then forget 
that we have given. The only problem is 
that we cannot deliberately wipe things 
out of our memory. 

It’s entirely human to expect something 
in exchange for our giving. I’ve known 
many people who “freely” gave but were 
angry when not even a note of acknowl-
edgment came in return. It’s tough to 
give and forget that we have given. There 
seems to be an invisible thread attached to 
giving that demands a sort of repayment.

What a dilemma we face—to give and 
forget. Perhaps our problem is in trying 
to do something we were not created to 

do—to erase a memory out of our minds. 

A lesson in giving

Matthew 25:35-46 records a delightful 
story that Jesus told regarding giving. He 
said that He was hungry and some gave 
Him food, that He was unclothed and oth-
ers gave Him clothes, and so on. In verses 
37-39 those to whom He referred asked 

when they had done this since they could 
not recall any of the circumstances. Jesus 
told them that every time they had done 
some good deed for a fellow human being, 
they had essentially done it to Him. 

Now they understood, because they did 
remember the “good Samaritan” deeds 
they had done for others. It is when we do 
something because we are ambassadors of 
the Kingdom of God and we do not expect 
repayment that we can give and forget. 

But God does not forget—and neither, 
in actuality, do we. Rather, we simply put it 
onto Jesus Christ’s account. In that way it is 
more blessed for us to be givers—because 
God has repaid us many times over. 

Put it on His account, and not on the 
account of those for whom you have done 
a good deed. Don’t wait for the “thank 
you” in this life—wait for it from Christ. 
He said as much when He stated that some 
had their rewards now, but we are to seek 
rewards in the future (Matthew 6:1-4).

Some, however, expectantly wait for 
certain blessings from God to come right 
away because they have chosen to obey 
Him. Then, when the blessings do not 
come on schedule and in the form they 
expect, they feel betrayed or let down. 
They fully expect God to reward them now
for serving Him. They don’t know how to 
serve and not expect an instant reward. 

Jesus often made references to rewards 
God would give far in the future. Matthew 
25:35-46, cited above, is one of the clear-
est. It ought to help us realize that God did 
not design us to be able to wipe some deed 
completely out of our memory, because 
when we come before Him in the future 
every good deed we have done will be 

rewarded—down to the smallest glass 
of water (Matthew 10:42). 

Our inner peace comes from leaving the 
expected thanks or reward in God’s hands 
and not expecting it from human beings. 
That is not to say human beings do not 
or will not express appreciation. Anyone 
—or almost anyone—who is thirsty and 
received a glass of water says “thank 

you.” Our inner diffi culty comes when 
we expect and wait for the “thank you.” 

The kind of giving God wants

How then should we live our lives? 
In Galatians 6:10 Paul tells us to do good 
“as we have opportunity.” Ingrained in our 
character ought to be a spirit of generosity 
and concern for our fellow man expressed 
freely and often as we travel through life. 

Jesus’ parable of the good Samaritan 
(Luke 10:30-37) reveals some clear les-
sons. Here was an opportunity to do good 
to someone in real and obvious need. 
Obviously this was not done in secret, but 
it was done without expecting a reward. 
There was a need and the Samaritan fi lled 
that need. Jesus tells us to do likewise. 

In Luke 14:12-14 we read of another 
statement Jesus made. He said when we 
invite people to a meal, we ought to invite 
those who cannot repay us. We should not 
be expecting a repayment. That is not to 
say that a simple “thank you” is a repay-
ment—that is simply courtesy. Jesus says 
that we shall be repaid at the resurrection. 

Our focus and purpose in living ought 
to be that distant future in the Kingdom 
of God. That is our true goal, and with 
that clearly in mind we will understand 
the principle of giving and forgetting. 

In Luke 6:38, Jesus stated: “Give, and 
it will be given to you: good measure, 
pressed down, shaken together, and run-
ning over will be put into your bosom. 
For with the same measure that you use, 
it will be measured back to you.” 

What a glorious opportunity God 
gives to us all—to be more like Him, 
the greatest Giver of all.  GN
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Give and Forget
We’ve heard we should “forgive and forget.” But we also need to learn to give and forget.

by Robert Berendt

Our inner peace comes from leaving the expected thanks or 
reward in God’s hands and not expecting it from human beings.
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Television Log
For additional information and the most current airing times, 
or to download or view programs online, visit www.gntv.org 
and www.TomorrowOnline.org.

Arizona
Phoenix ch. 24, 98, Sundays 4 & 5:30 p.m.;   
Wednesdays 6 p.m.
Prescott ch. 13, Tuesdays 1 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 6 p.m. 
Prescott Valley ch. 13, Sundays 9 a.m. & 3 p.m.; Mondays
 9 a.m.; Saturdays 9 a.m. & 3 p.m.
Tucson ch. 73, 74, Saturdays, Sundays 8 a.m.
Arkansas
Mena ch. 19, Sundays 2 p.m.
California
Alamo ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Berkeley ch. 26, Mondays 10 a.m. 
Chatsworth ch. 34, Fridays 10:30 p.m
Clayton ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m.
Concord  ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m.
Danville ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Dublin ch. 26, Fridays 4 p.m.
El Cerrito ch. 26, Mondays 10 a.m.
Fremont ch. 6, Mondays 11:30 a.m.
Hayward ch. 28, Tuesdays 10 p.m.
Lafayette ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Livermore ch. 26, Fridays 4 p.m.
Marin County ch. 26, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.
Martinez ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Menlo Park ch. 77, Mondays 6 p.m.
Moraga ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Newark ch. 3, Mondays 11:30 a.m.
Novato ch. 71, Tuesdays 7:30 p.m.
Orange County  ch. 3, Sundays 11 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.; 
 ch. 6, Sundays 11:30 a.m. & 8:30 p.m. 
Orinda ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Palo Alto ch. 77, Mondays 6 p.m.
Pasadena ch. 56, Sundays 6 a.m. & 6 p.m.
Pleasant Hill ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
Pleasanton ch. 26, Fridays 4 p.m.
Richmond ch. 26, Mondays 10 a.m.; Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Rossmore ch. 26, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m. 
San Diego ch. 23, Saturdays 6 a.m.
San Francisco ch. 29, Sundays 11 a.m., 
 Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
San Jose ch. 15A, Wednesdays 4:30 p.m.
Santa Clara ch. 15A, Wednesdays 4:30 p.m.
Santa Rosa ch. 72, Sundays 6 p.m.; Saturdays 3 p.m.
S. Pasadena ch. 6, Thursdays 4 p.m.
Van Nuys ch. 25, Saturdays 10 a.m.
Verdugo Hills ch. 20, Fridays 9 p.m.
Walnut Creek ch. 6, 2nd and 4th Thursdays 7:30 p.m.
Colorado
Denver ch. 58, Thursdays 2 p.m.
Connecticut
New London ch. 24, Tuesdays 6 p.m.
Florida
Tampa ch. 19, Sundays 9 a.m., Thursdays 12 noon  
 ch. 20, Sundays 9 a.m.
Illinois
Arlington Heights ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Aurora ch. 6, 10, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.
Bartlett ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Bristol ch. 6, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.
Buffalo Grove ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Chicago ch. 36, times vary
Des Plaines ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Elkgrove Village ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Glenview ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Golf ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Hanover Park ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Hoffman Estates ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Lincolnwood ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Montgomery ch. 6, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.
Morton Grove ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Mt. Prospect ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Naperville ch. 17, Sundays 10 a.m.
Niles ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
North Aurora ch. 6, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.
Northbrook ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Oswego ch. 6, Tuesdays 10:30 p.m.

Palatine ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Park Ridge ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Prospect Heights ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Rolling Meadows ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Romeoville ch. 6, weekdays 6 p.m.
Schaumburg ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Skokie ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Streamwood ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Wheeling ch. 36, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.
Wilmette ch. 19, Wednesdays 6:30 p.m.

Indiana
Bloomington ch. 3, Sundays 9:30 p.m.
Ft. Wayne ch. 57, Sundays 12:30 p.m.
Iowa
Iowa City ch. 18, Tuesdays 12:30 p.m.; 
 Fridays 5:30 p.m.
Kentucky
Hopkinsville ch. 23, Thursdays 12 noon; 
 Saturdays 10 a.m.
Paducah ch. 2, Tuesdays 4 p.m.; Thursdays 10 a.m.
Maryland
Frostburg ch. 19, Tuesdays 2 p.m.
George’s Creek ch. 19, Tuesdays 2 p.m.
Keyser ch. 19, Tuesdays 2 p.m.
Massachusetts
Cambridge ch. 22, Sundays 10 a.m.
Shrewsbury ch. 33, Wednesdays 10 p.m.; 
 Thursdays 7 a.m.
Michigan
Ann Arbor ch. 17, Thursdays 4 p.m.
Grand Rapids ch. 25, Tuesdays or Wednesdays 11 a.m.
Kalamazoo ch. 19, Sundays 8:30 a.m.
Midland ch. 3, Thursdays 12:30 p.m.
Traverse City ch. 2, Sundays 11:30 a.m. 
Minnesota
Austin ch. 6, Sundays 7 p.m.
Blaine ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m.
Centerville ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m.
Circle Pines ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m.
Eagan ch. 15, Mondays, Wednesdays, 
 Fridays 7 p.m.
Ham Lake ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m.
Inver Grove Hts. ch. 15, Mondays, Wednesdays, 
 Fridays 7 p.m.
Lexington ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m.
Rochester ch. 10, Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 7:30 a.m.;  
 Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Spring Lake Park ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m.
Willmar ch. 18, Wednesdays 9:30 a.m. & 6:30 p.m.
Missouri
Jefferson City ch. 3, Mondays 5 p.m.
St. Charles County ch. 18, Saturdays 10 p.m., Sundays 8 a.m.
Montana
Billings ch. 7, Sundays 6 p.m.; Saturdays 10 a.m.
Helena ch. 11, Sundays 3 p.m. 
New Mexico
Albuquerque ch. 27, Saturdays 3 p.m.
New York
Brooklyn ch. 34, 67, Sundays 12 noon
Hauppauge ch. 20, Saturdays 7:30 a.m.
Long Island ch. 20, Sundays 6:30 a.m.
Manhattan ch. 56, Sundays 7 a.m.
Rochester ch. 15, Saturdays 5:30 p.m.
North Carolina
Charlotte ch. 21, Saturdays 2 p.m.
Greensboro ch. 8, Sundays 1 p.m.
 ch. 21, Saturdays 2 p.m. 
North Dakota
Fargo ch. 12, Wednesdays 5 p.m.
Ohio
Akron ch. 23, Sundays 6:30 a.m.
Dayton ch. 12, Tuesdays 2 p.m.; Fridays 6 a.m.
 ch. 23, Fridays 2:30 a.m.
Defi ance ch. 5, Sundays 11 a.m.
Enon ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Fairborn ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Trotwood ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Vandalia ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Xenia ch. 23, Sundays 5:30 p.m.
Oregon
Canby ch. 5, Mondays, Tuesdays 10 a.m.

Eugene ch. 11, Mondays 6 p.m.; Tuesdays 6 a.m.;
 Thursdays 12 midnight; Fridays 6 p.m. 
McMinnville ch. 11, Tuesdays 8 p.m.; 
 Wednesdays 12 noon 
Oregon City ch. 11, Mondays 9 p.m.
Portland ch. 21, Sundays 9 p.m.; Fridays 9 p.m.
 ch. 11, Mondays 8 p.m.
Salem ch. 23, Sundays 11 a.m. & 9 p.m.; 
 Mondays 7:30 p.m.; Tuesdays 6 p.m.;  
 Wednesdays 3:30 p.m.; Thursdays 12 noon;  
 Fridays 6:30 p.m.
Woodburn ch. 11, Sundays 9 a.m.
Rhode Island
Entire state ch. 14, Sundays 8 a.m.; Fridays 10:30 a.m.
Texas 
Austin ch. 11, Mondays 6 p.m.; Thursdays 6 p.m. 
Corpus Christi ch. 10, Sundays 5 & 8 p.m.; 
 Mondays 3 p.m.; Thursdays 9:30 p.m. 
Dallas ch. 14B, Sundays 10:30 p.m.; 
 Tuesdays 9:30 p.m. 
Del Rio ch. 19, Sundays 9 a.m.; Wednesdays 5 p.m. 
El Paso ch. 15, Sundays 9 a.m.; Wednesdays 5 p.m.;  
 Thursdays 3 p.m. 
Houston ch. 17, Thursdays 12:30 p.m. 
Laredo ch. 2, Thursdays 7 p.m. 
Longview ch. 10, Wednesdays 10 p.m.; 
 Fridays 12 noon
San Antonio ch. 20, Sundays 8 p.m.; Tuesdays 6 p.m.
Virginia 
Hampton Beach ch. 71 & 74, Sundays 10 a.m.
Washington
Bellevue ch. 29, 77, Tuesdays 4 p.m.
Olympia ch. 22, 29, Mondays 7 & 7:30 a.m.; 
 Fridays 9:30 & 10 a.m.
Seattle   ch. 29, 77, Tuesdays 4 p.m.
Spokane ch. 25, Sundays 7 p.m. 
Vancouver ch. 11, Sundays 1 p.m.; Thursdays 3:30 p.m.
West Virginia
Morgantown ch. 3, Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays 3 p.m.;  
 Saturdays 5 p.m.
Wisconsin
Beloit ch. 12, Thursdays 6:30 p.m.
Eau Claire ch. 11, Sundays 2 p.m.
Kenosha ch. 14, Mondays 7:30 p.m.; 
 Thursdays 5:30 p.m.
Madison ch. 4, Sundays 10:30 a.m.
Milwaukee ch. 96, Mondays 7:30 p.m., 
 Tuesdays 6 p.m.; Thursdays 12:30  p.m.
Stevens Point ch. 3, Mondays 10:30 p.m.; 
 Tuesdays 10 a.m. & 3:30 p.m.

Radio Log
For additional information and the most current airing times, 
or to download or listen to programs online, visit www.ucg.
org/radio.

Arizona
Douglas 930 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
Globe 1240 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
Sierra Vista 1470 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
Tucson 940 AM, Saturdays 10:30 a.m. 
California
San Diego  760 AM, Sundays 6 a.m. 
Florida
Orlando 540 AM, Sundays 6:30 a.m. 
Indiana
Indianapolis 1070 AM, Sundays 7 a.m. 
Louisiana
New Orleans 870 AM, Saturdays 9:30 p.m. 
New York
Buffalo 930 AM, Sundays 6:30 a.m. 
Oklahoma
Tulsa  740 AM, Sundays 8 a.m. 
Tennessee
Memphis 600 AM, Sundays 9 a.m. 
Virginia
Norfolk  850 AM, Sundays 10 a.m. 
West Virginia
Wheeling  1170 AM, Mondays 12:30 a.m. 



ust over a century ago the Wright 
brothers got the fi rst airplane off the 
ground. Could they have ever imag-
ined that someday men would stand 
on the moon? 

Medical science has made enormous 
strides in dealing with human diseases and 
injuries. In economically advanced nations 
we take for granted the automobile, televi-
sion, electricity, air travel and computers.

In spite of all this scientifi c wonder, the 
last century witnessed the evil of Auschwitz, 
communist totalitarianism, the rise of ter-
rorism in the name of religion and the use 
of technology as a tool of despotism. 

Christianity rightly claims that each per-
son has value and is a special creation of the 
Creator. Then why do people commit hei-
nous crimes? Did God create people evil? 

Over the millennia many thinking people 
have struggled with this dilemma. There’s a 
wonder and beauty to human life, but there 
is also a terrible evil that plagues mankind.  

When we look at what makes us different 
from animals, the gulf is enormous. Prairie 
dogs burrow, human beings construct sky-
scrapers. Sparrows chirp simple musical 
notes, human beings compose symphonies. 
Horses learn to answer what is two plus 
two by pounding a hoof four times, human 
beings calculate the distance between 
galaxies in light years.      

At the same time, prairie dogs, sparrows 
and horses don’t manufacture nerve gas and 
use it to murder their own kind. The irony is 
that our uniqueness of consciousness, cre-
ativity and ability to think in abstracts are the 
same abilities that give us the capability for 
unimaginable evil.    

Did God plan to make people evil?

The biblical account of creation shows 

that the fi rst human beings originally dis-
played no evil thoughts or actions. They 
lived in harmony with their Creator and 
with each other.

The Bible reveals that human beings were 
made in the image and likeness of God. This 
is why we have the ability to love, to reason 
and to feel and express complex emotions. 

God also gave us something else. Along 
with reasoning—and the capacity to look at 
facts and come to conclusions—comes the 
power to choose. We make hundreds of rea-
soned choices each day. We decide what to 
wear and pick what we’ll have for lunch. We 
determine which projects get priority. We 
also choose which thoughts we’ll consider 

and which ones we’ll discard, how we’ll deal 
with our emotions and what actions we’ll 
take in treating others. 

In this way human beings have the capac-
ity to choose between good and evil. We 
can choose to control our anger or we can 
choose to burn down our neighbor’s house 
in revenge. The issue of choice is a com-
plex human activity, but freedom of choice 
explains why human beings can be both 
good and evil. 

Why would anyone choose evil? 

We are born with a few inherent instincts. 
One is self-preservation. If we didn’t have 
a will to survive, the entire race would’ve 
died off millennia ago. We also want to 
avoid unpleasant experiences. No one wants 
to feel physical pain or the discomfort of 

being cold or hungry. No one wants to feel 
emotionally rejected or made to feel worth-
less by others. We also want to feel good. 
We desire to please our fi ve senses. 

The instinct for self-preservation, need 
for food and shelter, and desire to please 
the senses aren’t evil. But how we choose 
to fulfi ll those desires can be good or evil.       

It really comes down to how much we’re 
motivated by selfi shness. It’s hard to accept 
that all the evil in the world comes down to 
something so simple. Selfi shness is the root 
of evil. 

Because of the intensity of our instinct for 
self-preservation and our desire for fulfi ll-
ment of the senses, each person tends to see 

Did God Create People Evil?
Viewing the suffering around the globe caused by evil leaders is discouraging. Some countries 
are run by outright drug lords. Others are ruled by leaders who abuse their own people. 
Saddam Hussein has become a poster boy of the evil tyrant in the 21st century just as Hitler 
and Stalin were in the 20th. Why would a good God create such evil people?

by Gary Petty
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Looking to listen to something different? Tune in to The
Good News radio network for our dynamic half-hour 
program airing in major U.S. cities! Join host Gary Petty 

as he and guests explore current trends and biblical 
truths and teachings with the kind of fresh, in-depth 
perspective you get in The Good News magazine.

To download or listen to programs online, visit www.ucg.org/radio.
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It’s easy to see evil in people like Saddam Hussein, who on a 
national scale exerted selfi shness on others through force and 
violence. It’s much more diffi cult to come to grips with the 
selfi shness that lies within each of us. 
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himself or herself as the center of the uni-
verse. Yet the more a person is motivated by 
unbridled selfi shness, the more hurtful his 
or her choices will be. 

It’s easy to see evil in people like Saddam 
Hussein, who on a national scale exerted self-
ishness on others through force and violence. 
It’s much more diffi cult to come to grips with 
the selfi shness that lies within each of us. 

The more we focus on our selfi sh desires, 
the less we are able to recognize or under-
stand our own faults and to experience 
concern for the welfare of others. The more a 
person is controlled by selfi shness, the more 
that person shifts responsibility for his or her 
actions to others. 

The introduction of evil

In our supposedly enlightened society 
we’ve relegated Satan to the status of myth. 
According to the Bible, however, Satan the 
devil most assuredly is a real being. He is a 
created angel who rebelled against God and 
became His—and mankind’s—adversary. 

When Satan chose to reject God, his char-
acter became the opposite of the Creator’s. 
Where God’s focus is love and peace, Satan’s 

is hate and violence. Where God is outward 
in His concern for others, the devil is inward 
and selfi sh in every thought and action. 

In the Genesis account, Satan tempts Eve 
with the forbidden fruit. Genesis 3:6 says 
that Eve “saw that the tree was good for 
food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a 
tree desirable to make one wise . . .” Eve was 
motivated by three human drives that have 
the capacity to produce evil.

She was motivated by the fact that the 
fruit was “good for food”—appealing to her 
need for self-preservation. It “was pleasant 
to the eyes”—pleasing to the senses. And it 
was “desirable to make one wise.” Human 
beings are designed with a wonderful sense 
of curiosity—a desire to know and acquire 
understanding.

Eve knew God had forbidden them to 
eat of the fruit of this particular tree. Satan 
lied and told her that God was holding 
back something good. Her natural, morally 
neutral tendencies were now twisted into 
selfi shness. Eve now wanted to satisfy her 
self-centered need for pleasure and intellec-
tual superiority. Adam was motivated by the 
same selfi shness. Once they disobeyed God, 
they immediately began to experience life 
on Satan’s level. 

Their human nature became a mixture of 
good and evil. The evil in them, and in all of 
us, is a refl ection of the devil’s evil nature and 
is the opposite of what God intended for us.

Biblical clarifi cation of human nature 

The apostle John, writing near the end 
of the fi rst century, writes about three 
human motivations—“the lust of the fl esh, 

the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life” 
(1 John 2:16). John sees the evil in human 
beings as rooted in the motivations of self-
preservation, fulfi llment of the fi ve senses 
and this need to feel superior to others. 
This is just another way of stating Eve’s 
motivations as recorded in Genesis.   

We fi nd another revealing passage in 
chapter 2 of Paul’s letter to the Ephesians. 
There he describes Satan as “the prince 
of the power of the air” (verse 2).

Paul recognized Satan’s ability to “broad-
cast” attitudes of anger, hatred, greed and 
lust—infl uencing human beings with all the 
negative, destructive aspects of his nature. 
Human minds are like radios that are tuned 
into his thoughts and emotions. Satan 
appeals to our desire for self-preservation 
and self-fulfi llment, and every person takes 
on some of his nature. 

Can a person change?

Much of human history is bleak. Sadly, all 
too often it is a chronicle of man’s inhuman-
ity to man, war, crime, racism and waste 
of human life. 

Many people spend their lives making 
money and never have enough. Others have 
countless sexual encounters only to end up 

feeling empty and dying from a sexually 
transmitted disease. The world is dotted with 
grand cathedrals and megachurches where 
people go to be entertained and feel good 
about themselves, but their nature of lust and 
greed stays the same. Unless human nature 
is changed, religion is nothing more than 
a show.  

People can undergo behavioral modifi -
cation, but changing their essential nature 
requires an added spiritual dimension. Only 
God can change the core of our being. The 
central message of Jesus Christ is that way-
ward human beings can be forgiven of their 
sins and can have their nature changed. 

The apostle Paul writes to members of 
the Church in Ephesians 2:1-3: “And you 
He made alive, who were dead in trespasses 
and sins, in which you once walked accord-
ing to the course of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air, the spirit 
who now works in the sons of disobedience, 
among whom also we all once conducted 
ourselves in the lusts of our fl esh, fulfi lling 
the desires of the fl esh and of the mind, and 
were by nature children of wrath, just as 
the others.” 

Paul says that these Christians were 
going through a dramatic change of life 
and were no longer “by nature children of 
wrath.” In verse 10 Paul explains that “we 
are His workmanship, created in Christ 
Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand that we should walk in them.” 

Human beings are the only physical crea-
tures still unfi nished. Dogs are dogs. Birds 
are birds. They are complete creations that 
can only adapt to a new environment in lim-
ited ways. On the other hand, human beings 
are searching for meaning. We can and do 
grow emotionally, mentally and socially. 

One of the most incredible concepts 
revealed in the Bible is that salvation is 
creation. Although it is the foundational 
fi rst step in our salvation, the Messiah didn’t 
come to earth just to die for the forgiveness 
of sins. God’s forgiveness opens the door 
for human beings to have a relationship with 
their Creator and begin the growth process 
to become what God intended us to be.

The world of violence, poverty, alcohol-
ism, drug abuse, drive-by shootings and bro-
ken marriages isn’t the world God created 
for us. We’ve done this to ourselves, with 
Satan’s help. It will never get better until 
each of us is willing to recognize the evil 
of our own selfi shness.  

Remember that self-preservation, desire 
to fulfi ll the senses and curiosity to acquire 
knowledge aren’t evil. But these aspects 
of our nature have been twisted into 
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Sadly, all too often human history is a chronicle of man’s inhu-
manity to man, war, crime, racism and waste of human life.
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self-centeredness. The driving force in so 
much of what people say and do is in the 
pursuit of things, feeling good and claiming 
superiority to others.

What we’re missing

The great irony is that selfi shness is amaz-
ingly self-destructive. The more we obsess 
on satisfying self through possessions, sta-
tus, sex or any other purely physical means, 
the more unsatisfi ed we become. Human 
beings can never experience real happiness 
without dealing with the spiritual side 
of our nature.

Once Satan awakens selfi shness in us, we 
are unable to fully control our own desires 
and emotions. We need help from outside
ourselves. We can never come into a close 
relationship with the Creator until we 
recognize our moral helplessness.

There’s a fascinating passage in 1 Corin-
thians 2 where the apostle Paul writes about 
the uniqueness of the human spirit. Today we 
would call this spirit the mind, which is the 
capacity for conscious thought and emotions. 
Paul then makes a remarkable statement in 
verse 11: “For what man knows the things of 
a man except [by] the spirit of the man which 
is in him? Even so no one knows the things 
of God except [by] the Spirit of God.”

God wants to transform our corrupted 
nature into divine nature. When we repent 
and sincerely want to change, God takes a 
“piece” of Himself, His Spirit—His unself-
ish nature, His mind, His pure love—and 
places that inside our minds to change how 
we think and feel.

Baptism symbolizes major change

It is a travesty that in so much of Christi-
anity today baptism has become an unim-
portant and often-ignored doctrine. Yet Jesus 
clearly commanded His followers to be bap-
tized as a symbol of God’s washing away of 
their sins. Paul also explained that baptism 
represented putting to death the old man and 
being raised to a new life, empowered to 
become like Christ through the help of God’s 
Spirit (Romans 6, 8).

Another New Testament symbol that has 
been all but forgotten is the laying on of 
hands. In the early Church a person was bap-
tized and then the elders of the Church laid 
hands on him or her so that through them 
God would then place His Holy Spirit within 
the newly baptized persons (Acts 8:17). 
The New Testament is fi lled with instruc-
tions about how a Spirit-led Christian then 
becomes a “new man” (Ephesians 4:22-24; 
Colossians 3:9-10).     

Many people profess Christ, but afterwards 

remain the same person. The “come to Jesus 
just as you are” message may have appeal, 
but if a person truly accepts Christ then he 
knows he must make changes to become 
a “new man.” Corrupted human nature is 
unfi t to spend eternity in God’s Kingdom. 
This physical life is the preparation ground 
for eternity. 

All of us experience good and evil, and 
in the process we become a mixture of good 
and evil. We can be saved from the evil only 
by what God is doing through Jesus Christ 
as a sacrifi ce for our sins and as the model 
for our character. We Christians struggle 
with selfi shness as long as we possess ele-
ments of human nature, but if we submit to 
God’s creative process then we can literally 
be His children forever in His Kingdom.

The hardest thing to admit

The notorious gangster Al Capone once 
said: “I have spent the best years of my life 
giving people the lighter pleasures, helping 
them have a good time, and all I get is abuse, 
the existence of a hunted man.” 

People who are totally controlled by 
their own selfi shness don’t realize that their 
actions are morally wrong. They believe 
they deserve to please their senses no matter 
what the cost is to others. The reality is that 
all have sinned and have fallen short of the 
glory of God (Romans 3:23).

But God didn’t create the evil world we 
live in. Nor did He create the devil, the unre-
alized and unseen evil infl uence that affects 
us all. God is the only solution to our prob-
lems. The sickness of selfi shness lies within 
mankind and can only be solved through 
a miraculous change in human nature. 

But that change can begin with you! If 
you’re tired of the struggle for meaning and 
purpose, then it’s time you asked God to start 
His creative process of salvation within you.

Jesus Christ promised His disciples that 
He was leaving to prepare a place for them, 
but that He would return to establish His 
Father’s Kingdom on earth. This is a call to 
those who wish to be citizens of that King-
dom. God wants you to be His child. Are you 
willing to come to Him as your Father?  GN

————
Good News Radio is aired on stations 

across the United States. For an Internet 
listing of stations and times or to download 
radio programs go to www.ucg.org/radio. 
While online you can also order the book-
lets Why Does God Allow Suffering? and Is
There Really a Devil? If you’d like to learn 
more about the kind of change God wants 
in us, also request or download Transform-
ing Your Life: The Process of Conversion.
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Who’s behind The Good News magazine? 
Many readers have wondered who we are 

and how we are able to provide The Good News 
free to all who request it. Simply put, The Good 
News is pro  vided by people—people from all 
walks of life, from all over the world.

But those people have a common goal: 
to proclaim the gos pel of the coming 
Kingdom of God to all the world as 
a witness and to teach all nations 
to observe what Christ commanded
(Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same 
message Jesus Christ brought: the wonder-
ful good news of the coming Kingdom of God 
(Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43; 8:1). 
That message truly is good news—the answer 
to all the problems that have long plagued 
humankind. Through the pages of The Good 
News and various booklets (also free) we show 
the biblical answers to the dilemmas that 
have defi ed human solution and threaten our 
very survival. 

We are committed to taking that message to 
the entire world, sharing the truth of God’s pur-
pose and plan for us as taught by Jesus Christ. 

The United Church of God has congre-
gations and ministers around the world. In 
these congregations believers assemble to be 
instructed from the Scriptures and to fellow-
ship. For locations and times of services in your 
area, contact us at the appropriate address on 
page 2. Visitors are always welcome.

For additional information, visit our Web site:

Who’s Behind
The Good News?
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T
he holiday of Thanksgiving, cel-
ebrated in the United States on 
the fourth Thursday of November, 
is an annual occasion for family 
togetherness, food, relaxation and 

(hopefully) thanksgiving toward God for 
His blessings. Other nations observe similar 
holidays on other days of the year.

The original Thanksgiving took place in 
1621 as the Pilgrims, along with a number 
of the local Native American Indians who 
brought deer and other food, held a three-
day harvest celebration. Following is an 
excerpt of that fi rst Thanksgiving, written 
by Edward Winslow in Mourt’s Relation: 
A Journal of the Pilgrims at Plymouth:

“At which time, amongst other recre-
ations, we exercised our arms, many of the 
Indians coming amongst us, and among 
the rest their greatest king Massasoit, with 
some ninety men, whom for three days we 
entertained and feasted, and they went out 
and killed fi ve deer, which they brought to 
the plantation and bestowed on our gover-
nor, and upon the captain and other. And 
although it be not always so plentiful as 
it was at this time with us, yet by the good-
ness of God, we are so far from want that 
we often wish you partakers of our plenty.”

The Pilgrims didn’t make Thanksgiving 
an annual celebration. Two years following 
that original celebration, during the summer 
of 1623, they suffered a terrible drought. 
With the crops withering and the ground 
cracking open from lack of rain, Governor 
Bradford called a council of the leading 
men of the colony in July. He appealed for 
a day of fasting and prayer as they sought 
for God’s intervention in their crisis. 

Late in the afternoon, after much fasting, 
prayer and soul-searching, they emerged 
from their council to fi nd the sky covered 
with clouds. The next morning, a gentle rain 
began that lasted, off and on, for 14 days. 
They had an abundant harvest, and the 
governor proclaimed another day of thanks-
giving that autumn, inviting the Indian 
chief Massasoit and a number of his men 
to celebrate with them once again.  

Thanksgiving proclaimed 
a national holiday

Thanksgiving was made an annual 
holiday during the American Civil War by 

President Abraham Lincoln with his 1863 
Thanksgiving Proclamation. The proclama-
tion began with the following sentence:

“The year that is drawing to a close has 
been fi lled with the blessings of fruitful 
fi elds and healthful skies. To these bounties, 
which are so constantly enjoyed that we are 
prone to forget the source from which they 
come, others have been added, which are of 
so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot 
fail to penetrate and soften even the heart 
which is habitually insensible to the ever 
watchful providence of Almighty God.” 

After listing many national blessings 
while noting the great human loss and 
destruction of war, he went on to say: “They 
are the gracious gifts of the Most High God, 
who, while dealing with us in anger for our 
sins, hath nevertheless remembered mercy.”

Our forefathers may have been more 
aware of God and His blessings, but most 
Christians today would recognize the value 
of showing thankfulness to our Creator. 

Most would also agree that thankfulness 
doesn’t come naturally to human beings. 

How do children know to thank others for 
the gifts they are given without being taught 
by their parents? And if we don’t remember 
to stop and thank our Creator for His bless-
ings, how ungrateful and self-absorbed 
might we become?

Offering of thanksgiving

The ability to pause, give thanks and be 
satisfi ed with our blessings is something 
God wants us to learn. It is something He 
knows can greatly increase our happiness. In 
fact, there are biblical commands for thanks-
giving, both in the Old Testament for the 
nation of Israel and for us today in the New.

Ancient Israel, as a nation, was required 
to make sacrifi ces to atone for their sins. 
This involved an animal sacrifi ce made 
on behalf of the individual by the priests 
(Leviticus 7:1-5). 

Notice, though, that another sacrifi ce is 
described in verses 11-12: “This is the law 
of the sacrifi ce of peace offerings which he 
shall offer to the LORD: If he offers it for a 
thanksgiving, then he shall offer, with the 

The Sacrifi ce of Thanksgiving
What is the origin of the Thanksgiving holiday? What biblical lessons should we learn from it?

by Dave Johnson

GOOD NEWS FEATURE • Christmas:  The Sacrif ice of Thanksgiving 

Our God truly has everything. He created and owns the uni-
verse. What could we possibly have to offer Him? One impor-
tant thing He desires of us is our thanksgiving before Him. 
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sacrifi ce of thanksgiving, unleavened cakes 
mixed with oil, unleavened wafers anointed 
with oil, or cakes of fi nely blended fl our 
mixed with oil.”

This passage goes on to describe how the 
offering should be made and when it should 
be eaten. This was a separate sacrifi ce from 
the animal sacrifi ce for sin. It was a sacrifi ce 
that the Israelites could make simply as a 
thanksgiving offering to God. 

Later, when the nation of Israel had 
broken apart into the separate kingdoms 
of Judah and Israel, they strayed from 
God many times, with intervening years of 
repentance and obedience. When repenting 
and turning back to God, they would some-
times offer sacrifi ces of thanksgiving on 
the altar. Accounts of this are recorded 
in 2 Chronicles 29 and 33.

A new offering of thanksgiving

There is no need for sin sacrifi ce since the 
crucifi xion of Jesus Christ. His death atoned 
for all the sins of mankind. There remains 
another kind of sacrifi ce, however, for the 
present-day Christian.

Hebrews 13:10-14 talks about the sacri-
fi ce of Christ for our sins, and how we 
can seek the coming “city”—the coming 

Kingdom of God—as a result of that sac-
rifi ce. Verse 15 tells us what God requires 
from us in return: “Therefore by Him let 
us continually offer the sacrifi ce of praise 
to God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving 
thanks to His name.”

This is the second type of sacrifi ce men-
tioned in Leviticus 7. It is the sacrifi ce of 
thanksgiving. The Old Testament sacrifi ce 
of thanksgiving required fruit of the ground 
to be offered before God. The New Testa-
ment sacrifi ce of thanksgiving requires the 
“fruit of our lips,” but it is the same central 
idea. God requires our thankfulness to Him 
for our many blessings. 

In our modern world, we tend to think of 
a sacrifi ce as doing without something we 
wanted. We think of it as self-deprivation 
for the purpose of achieving a higher goal 
for ourselves or perhaps for a loved one. 
Remember, though, that the sacrifi cial sys-
tem of the ancient Israelites was simply 
a method for offering something to God. 

The American New Heritage Dictionary
lists one meaning of sacrifi ce as “the act 
of offering something to a deity in propi-
tiation or homage.” That is what our per-
sonal sacrifi ce of thanksgiving should be. 
We offer our humble thanksgiving to our 

Creator for His many blessings.

Thanksgiving today

We’ve all heard about or perhaps expe-
rienced the dilemma of fi nding a present to 
give to someone who has everything. The 
diffi culty lies in fi nding something that 
the recipient doesn’t already have, and the 
thought and feelings behind the gift are gen-
erally more important than the gift itself.

Our God truly has everything. He 
created and owns the universe and every-
thing in it. What could we possibly have to 
offer Him? One important thing He desires 
of us is found in the scripture just quoted, 
Hebrews 13:15. He desires our thanksgiving
before Him. 

King David of Israel was considered a 
man after God’s own heart. Consider his 
admonition in Psalm 107:21-22: “Oh, that 
men would give thanks to the LORD for His 
goodness, and for His wonderful works to 
the children of men! Let them sacrifi ce the 
sacrifi ces of thanksgiving, and declare His 
works with rejoicing.”

Thanksgiving is a habit that must be 
learned and practiced. What better time to 
begin than on a national day of thanksgiving 
for our many blessings?  GN
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Afew hundred years before the time of Christ, a young man lived who 
practically owned the world. His father had inherited a kingdom in Mace-
donia at the age of 24, and expanded the kingdom considerably through 

military campaigns. In 336 B.C., the father was assassinated. At the age of 20, his 
son ascended to the throne of a then-sizable kingdom in northern Greece.

Shortly after he inherited the throne, there were rumors of revolt in various 
parts of the kingdom. The young man proved to be an astute ruler and brilliant 
general. He marched immediately to some areas, putting down rebellions quickly 
and ruthlessly. After consolidating power and training his troops for about two 
years, he was ready for conquest.

Persia was the dominant power at the time, with military forces far greater 
than that of the Greeks and Macedonians. Nevertheless, the young ruler attacked 
the Persian forces, meeting an army of about 600,000 assembled by the Persian 
king Darius. 

Outnumbered 10 to 1, the Greeks maneuvered the Persians into a battle in a 
narrow plain between two mountains, thus neutralizing the size advantage of the 
Persians. The Macedonian leader led a cavalry charge himself, routing the Persian 
forces. The Persian king fl ed the fi eld. 

The young Macedonian king was admired by his troops for his brilliant military 
strategy and great courage. He was also feared because of his terrible temper and 
insatiable thirst for more power. His desire for conquest knew no bounds. 

His name was Alexander of Macedonia. Today, of course, we know him as 
Alexander the Great.

Even the world wasn’t enough
After the rout of the Persian forces, Alexander turned his attention to the island 

kingdom of Tyre, considered unconquerable because of its high walls and location 
off the coast. Nevertheless, Alexander and his forces conquered Tyre through use 
of new equipment and methods of siege warfare.

Next, Alexander marched into Egypt, one of the vassal nations of Persia. 

Alexander was greeted as a savior by the Egyptians and was actually anointed by 
them as the next pharaoh.

Meanwhile, King Darius of Persia had assembled another massive army to 
confront Alexander, this time outnumbering the Greeks by a factor of about 5 to 
2. Alexander, in response, marched his army deep into Persian territory to what 
is now Iraq during the year 331 B.C. and, once again executing brilliant military 
strategy, defeated the Persian army for a second time. 

Darius again fl ed the fi eld and was eventually killed by some of his own men. 
Alexander moved into Nebuchadnezzar’s palace in Babylon and then ventured 
east into Persia itself, capturing the city of Persepolis, which contained the royal 
Persian treasury. Alexander was now the richest man in the world.

In 326 B.C., Alexander moved on to attack India. The Indus River stood in his 
way, considered too deep and swift to allow construction of a bridge. Yet Alexan-
der and his troops crossed the river anyway, probably by lashing together many 
small boats to serve as a temporary bridge. 

The Indian army boasted the use of many war elephants, considered a fear-
some and virtually indestructible foe. Alexander once again made use of a small 
battlefi eld to restrict the movement of his enemy and defeated the Indian army.

No more worlds to conquer
Alexander, now only 30 years old and undefeated in battle, ruled the entire 

known world. If historical legend is correct, when Alexander was told there were 
no worlds left to conquer, he sat down and wept. 

He wished to continue to the east, but after moving a short distance into the 
Himalayan Mountains, his troops convinced him to turn back. He returned to the 
palace at Babylon and died of a fever just before his 33rd birthday.

Alexander had all the fame, power and wealth a human being could possibly 
have, and yet his short life was marked by the constant craving for more. He never 
paused to be thankful for his incredible possessions and power and lived his life 
wanting more. Impossible as it seems, the entire world was not enough for him.

Thankless Self-Absorption: One for Whom the World Was Not Enough



The Good News about Jerusalem

I was pleasantly surprised to see The
Good News focus on Jerusalem. How 
wonderful! Jeremiah says for us to “let 
Jerusalem come into your minds” (Jeremiah 
51:50). You have helped us to remember 
Jerusalem and we pray that she fulfi lls her 
awesome potential.

D.B.-A., Internet

It was fantastic to see God’s prophecies 
about Jerusalem announced in the latest 
Good News article, followed up by “Israel’s 
Amazing Story.”

D.J., Sussex, England

“Could Jesus Be Elected President?”

Could Jesus be elected president? Cer-
tainly. Though I don’t question the author’s 
right to presume otherwise, I do question 
some of the other presumptions that were 
asserted. That His message appears to be lost 
on today’s culture is more likely a refl ection 
of today’s messengers than on our response 
to it. Those elected to the offi ce of president 
of our nation are charged to serve the Con-
stitution, not rewrite it. What the author has 
posed is not a run for the presidency, but an 
overthrow of our current system followed 
by the installation of a theocracy. 

Americans want freedom from religion. 
If the option to choose any, all or none is not 
afforded, the freedom itself is an illusion. 
Both the integrity of our national principles 
and the central tenet of Christianity require 
a free choice be afforded to each individual. 
However steadfast any one of us may be 
that our beliefs are the truth, if we are not 
vigilant in guarding our neighbor’s right 
to freely arrive at theirs, our claim of our 
religious freedom is a fraud. 

J.B., North Branch, Michigan

The answer to the dilemma is in the tim-
ing. The concluding part of the article clearly 
showed that Jesus Christ will be ruling the 
world from Jerusalem in the age to come. 
But for the present His Kingdom is not of this 
world (John 18:36)—and not surprisingly 
His gospel message has largely been rejected, 
especially by the ruling intelligentsia. 

Remember that Jesus Christ is the same 
yesterday, today and forever (Hebrews 
13:8). The author of the article clearly 
showed that Christ’s enduring message 

is incompatible with the conduct of today’s 
“present evil world” (Galatians 1:4, King 
James Version.) Hence the desperate need 
for His second coming to usher in the rule 
of the Kingdom of God. 

The good news is that after a horrendous 
period of worldwide cataclysm, this troubled 
nation will fi nally discover true freedom—
extraordinary peace, real security, overfl ow-
ing prosperity and profound happiness. To 
see how this will happen, please request our 
free booklet The Gospel of the Kingdom.  

“How Signifi cant Is the Race for the 
White House?”

I received The Good News today, was 
turning the pages and came to “How Sig-
nifi cant Is the Race for the White House?” It 
was the fi rst article I read. I was glad to see 
you reminding people that our leaders need 
our prayers. If ever a president has needed 
our prayers, ours does. Soon honest, decent 
men will not seek offi ce with all of the 
pressures they have to go through.

90-year-old reader on Internet

Is Christmas Christian?

When I was a small child my uncles 
would encourage me to drop pennies in a 
small homemade savings box. These little 
savings were purposely made for the “great 
and divine” festive season of Christmas. 
Having been brought up in a Christian 
Protestant family, I was taught to observe 
Dec. 25 with resolute holiness since it was 
Christ’s birthday. 

However, the truth dawned on me just 
recently when I received your booklet Holi-
days or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which 
Days We Keep? This educational booklet 
opened my eyes and I now know why Dec. 
25 is in fact insignifi cant in a Christian’s life. 

K.O.A., Kenya

For more information,  please see “Christ-
mas: The Curious Origins of a Popular Holi-
day,” beginning  on page 18 of this issue. 

“Christian Values Under Attack: Will 
Yours Survive the College Challenge?”

Thanks for your article “Christian Values 
Under Attack.” I’ve never gone to college. 
In fact, I never completed high school. I did 
work for a while at a prominent university. 
It just dawned on me as I was reading your 

article that this present world is fi lled with 
educators teaching anti-Christian philoso-
phies and is rampant with drugs, alcohol 
abuse and a passion for sexual immorality. 
These challenges to college students that 
you presented in this particular article 
and their solutions can be applied to our 
everyday lives.

W.M., Raleigh, North Carolina

Taking the Bible literally

You must be congratulated for your July-
August issue for the well-researched articles 
about the sanctity and preservation of the 
Holy Bible. It is unfortunate indeed that most 
people do not now regard the Holy Bible as 
authoritative in its teachings and disregard 
the messages in its pages, and yet most pro-
fess to be Christians. May this issue open 
the eyes of those who are blinded by Satan, 
the great deceiver. Enclosed please fi nd my 
donation for your mission here on earth. 

S.P., San Diego, California

Coping successfully with grief

Thank you so much for all your free liter-
ature and for personally answering my letter. 
Finally I’m understanding the Bible and am 
getting to know Jesus Christ on a personal 
level. My life is changing for the better. 
I have a long way to go, but I have purpose 
in my life. 

I know my son is resting in peace and I 
will see him again. Now I smile when I talk 
about him. I have been lifted out of depres-
sion. Our glorious Almighty God certainly 
does answer our prayers. After the burial 
of my son I prayed over and over again for 
the truth to be revealed to me. I came across 
your literature by accident. (I should say 
I believe it was God who arranged it.) At 
a yard sale was a box of books, and one 
of your booklets was in the box with them. 
After reading it I wrote to you. Your litera-
ture and the Bible have become my daily 
reading and inspiration. 

E.A., Great Cacapon, West Virginia

Published letters may be edited for clarity 
and space. Address your letters to The Good 
News, Box 541027, Cincinnati, Ohio 45254, 
U.S.A., or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be 
sure to include your full name, city, state or 
province, and country).
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Q: I read the editorial in the July-
August issue, and quite frankly I fail to 
understand the point you are trying to 
make. Revelation tells us the nature of 
the New Jerusalem—it will descend from 
heaven (Revelation 21:2). 

Christ clearly tells us that He will set 
up His Kingdom as God has instructed 
Him. It appears to me that you are insinu-
ating that the New Jerusalem will some-
how be set up by man, and this is simply 
not supported in the Scriptures. Can you 
please clarify?

J.C., Internet

A: We regret if anyone got the impression 
that the New Jerusalem will be set up by 
man. The New Jerusalem itself is not men-
tioned in the editorial, which confi nes itself 
to conditions today in this current age of 
man plus those of Christ’s 1,000-year reign. 
The New Jerusalem, however, is described 
in the same issue at the conclusion of the 
lead article titled “Jerusalem: Center of 
Confl ict, Center of Peace.” 

The last major event mentioned in the 
Bible is the New Jerusalem coming down 
from heaven. But more than a thousand 
years before this indescribable event, Christ 
will have returned to earth and begun His 
majestic, millennial reign in His capital 
city of Jerusalem (Zechariah 14:1-9; Isaiah 
2:1-5; 11:1-9).

This is not the same as the New Jerusalem, 
which doesn’t descend from heaven until 
God’s plan for physical human beings is 
complete (see Revelation 21-22).

It might be helpful in understanding the 
chronology of Jerusalem to consider this 
city in three distinct stages in time order: 

1. The Jerusalem of today during this 
present age. 

2. The world capital Jerusalem during 
the coming millennial reign of Jesus Christ, 
following His return to earth. 

3. Finally, the New Jerusalem that comes 
down from heaven where the Father and 
Christ reign with the saints forever.  

To better understand the chronology of 
these prophetic events, please request or 
download the free booklets God’s Holy Day 
Plan: The Promise of Hope for All Mankind, 
The Gospel of the Kingdom and What 
Happens After Death? 

Q: Do you believe that Jesus Christ was 
born of the virgin Mary?

 From the Internet

A: The United Church of God certainly 
believes and teaches that Jesus was born to 
Mary, a virgin at the time of His conception 
and birth. Isaiah 7:14 foretold this momen-
tous event in history. The angel who spoke 
to Joseph declared: “Do not be afraid to 
take to you Mary your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit” 
(Matthew 1:20). 

Earlier the narrative tells  us that “before 
they [Mary and Joseph] came together [prior 
to any intimate marital relations], she was 
found with child of the Holy Spirit” (verse 
18). God was Jesus’ Father through the 
agency of the Holy Spirit. Jesus “was the 
only begotten of the Father” (John 1:14).

Prior to these events, when an angelic 
messenger revealed to Mary that she would 
conceive and have a Son named Jesus, her 
immediate question was: “How can this 
be, since I am a virgin?” (Luke 1:34, New 
Revised Standard Version). 

Then the angel explained to Mary, “The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Highest [God the Father] will 
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy 
One who is to be born will be called the Son 
of God” (verse 35). 

Clearly Mary was a virgin (verse 27) and 
did not have normal marital relations until 
after the time that Jesus was born. Joseph “did 
not know her [intimately] till she had brought 
forth her fi rstborn Son” (Matthew 1:25).  

Some believe, however, that Mary 
remained a virgin for the rest of her life. 
This idea is disproved by the Bible. 

The word “fi rstborn” in Matthew 1:25 
clearly implies that Mary bore other children 
later. We fi nd four brothers named and other 
“sisters” (plural) mentioned in Mark 6:3. 
Thus Joseph and Mary had at least six other 
children born to them who were Jesus’ half 
brothers and half sisters. 

The apostle John reveals yet another part 
of the story. “In the beginning was the Word, 
and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God . . . And the Word became fl esh and 
dwelt among us . . .” (John 1:1, 14). Jesus 
was God in the fl esh as well as a human 
being. He existed for past eternity with the 

Father and was the one through whom God 
created all things including mankind (verse 
3). To understand  more about Jesus Christ, 
please request our free booklet Jesus Christ: 
The Real Story. 

Q: I no longer wish to receive your 
magazine. I assumed that it was about the 
good news of the world. I thought it would 
be fi lled with motivational and touching 
stories. I found most of the articles to be 
disturbing, depressing or political. This is 
not what I was expecting, nor what I need 
if I am to become more Christlike. 

B.S., Cumming, Georgia

A: Perhaps some readers may fi nd the 
title The Good News somewhat misleading 
in this sense. Our magazine is not designed 
to cover the good news of today’s world.

An important part of the magazine’s mis-
sion is to alert our readers to the many dis-
turbing trends plaguing our modern age and 
to challenge established misconceptions, 
including many of the unbiblical teachings 
of mainstream Christianity. God tells us to 
“cry aloud, spare not; lift up your voice like 
a trumpet; tell My people their transgres-
sion, and the house of Jacob their sins” 
(Isaiah 58:1). 

But we do point our readership toward 
the good news of the world tomorrow—
explaining the plan of God for humanity 
from the creation of Adam and Eve through 
to Christ’s death, His subsequent resurrec-
tion and the establishment of His Church. 

This whole plan also includes the coming 
millennial reign of Jesus Christ on earth that 
will at last bring world peace and the majes-
tic events beyond described in Revelation 
21 and 22. God the Father will come to live 
with glorifi ed humanity on a new earth. That 
truly is good news! 

For those who want to become more 
Christlike, the United Church of God, pub-
lisher of The Good News, offers a range of 
booklets, brochures and Bible study tools as 
well as a spiritual infrastructure of pastoral 
care and church congregations where God 
makes spiritual growth possible.

To understand more about the nature of 
the Church’s mission to humanity, interested 
readers may request our free booklet This Is 
the United Church of God.



It’s Saturday night and your friends are trying 
to decide how to spend the evening. Will it 
be a few games of bowling or a trip to the 
local pizza place or hamburger joint that’s 
always open past midnight?

“Why don’t we go see that movie that just 
opened?” suggests one of your friends. “You know, 

the one with the awesome special effects and the 
creepy plot. I hear it’s supposed to be the scariest 
movie of the year!” A few teens begin to nod 
in approval.

  You stand in your circle of friends, unsure 
of how to respond. Yes, the movie is supposed 
to be terrifying—so scary, in fact, that there 
have been warnings about it in local papers. 
You even overheard a young couple at church 
discussing the degrading quality of such 
popular horror fi lms. Still, somehow the posi-
tive response from your peers makes it sound 
appealing. What should you do?

  With each new movie release, Hollywood’s 
quest for more advanced special effects and 
gorier plots seems to escalate. Movie pro-
ducers and screenwriters know no limit to 
the infi nite “creative potential” they possess, 

pushing the envelope a little further with each 
new fi lm. 

  How can we be more aware of media 
infl uences and respond to less-than-godly 
ideas and storylines? Satan’s power keeps 

growing in all areas of society, pervading 
fi lms today in particular. Making a deci-
sion as simple as what movie to watch 
might seem trivial to some, but the 
main idea of this controversial debate 
is powerful—what we let into our 
minds determines what we will think 

about and dwell on, and shapes our 
thoughts and actions.

  How can we dwell on the 
crude and horrifi c images 

Hollywood offers, when 
God wants us to meditate 

and focus on things that 
are true, noble, just, 

pure, lovely, virtuous 
and of good report 

(Philippians 4:8)?
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Few movies produced today refl ect any 
fragment of the beauty God has in store for 
those who love and follow Him, but thou-
sands exist that constantly tear down His 
wondrous plan in favor of spiritually 
damaging, worldly views. 

God calls Christians out of the permeat-
ing darkness around us to be lights to the 
world (Matthew 5:14). It’s diffi cult, if not 
impossible, to be a shining example if we 
surround ourselves with dark plots, demonic 
themes and ungodly ideas. We need to 
“walk as children of light” (Ephesians 5:8) 

and make our body “full of light” (Luke 
11:35-36), traveling on the path of righ-
teousness guided by the godly decisions 
we make on a daily basis.

We get to choose

Since we have a choice, why choose to 
fi ll our minds with demonic images and 
ungodly themes? In Romans, Paul tells us 
to not be “conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewing of your mind, 
that you may prove what is that good and 
acceptable and perfect will of God” (12:2).

Every time we buy into the system 
and compromise our core beliefs and 
values to see that “hot new movie,” we kid 
ourselves into believing that “just a little 
can’t hurt us.” We may justify our behavior, 
thinking we are strong and know what 
we believe, but Satan wins another victory 
over our hearts and minds with each small 
compromise.

Guarding our minds against the clever 
schemes that society continually presents to 
us—in the guise of a hyped-up Hollywood 
blockbuster—by arming ourselves with the 
truth and the knowledge of God will ulti-
mately help us along our spiritual journey 
(Ephesians 6:11-13).

More than movies

However, the endless cycle of choices 
involved in standing up for what we believe 
doesn’t exist solely in movies. We must also 
analyze the television shows we watch, the 
music we listen to, the role models we strive 

to emulate and, overall, the material we read 
and the things in which we invest our time.

Choices shape who we are and what we 
become. If we want to refl ect godly prin-
ciples and standards, then we must be selec-
tive and careful when deciding what we 
watch, listen to and participate in. We must 
constantly evaluate our lives and behavior 
so they refl ect biblical standards and God’s 
high calling, working to cultivate godly 
“fruits” that bring us closer to the ultimate 
goal of being part of God’s Kingdom 
(Matthew 6:33; 7:17-20).

Like the teen mentioned above, I have 
been in situations where I had to decide 
whether I should stand up for God’s truth 
or lie low in the background. Who wants 
to be the one to speak out against popular 
opinion, especially in a youth group or at 
school, risking your reputation to uphold 
certain standards? Nevertheless, won’t God 
be pleased when we rise above the norm, 
no matter how popular the majority opinion 
may be? We need to take it upon ourselves 
to step back from tempting situations and 
evaluate them in order to come to an unbi-
ased conclusion that honors and respects 
God’s desires for our lives.

Ultimately, we should all be ready and 
willing to stand up, in a polite and humble 
way, for what we know is right and what 
is in our best interest based on godly stan-
dards. Not only will this attitude shed a 
fresh light on the situation, but in the end it 
can also help us gain respect from our peers. 
Politely and humbly standing up for a godly 
principle can lead to a blessing for setting 
a godly example that others can follow 
(Romans 8:28). GN

January/February 2004 31November/December 2004 31

If you like reading our youth articles 
in The Good News, take a look at 
our new magazine, Vertical Thought, at

www.verticalthought.org.

This magazine is spe-
cially written for our 
younger Good News 
audience. Each issue 
is packed with helpful 
insight and eye-open-
ing  articles to help 
today’s young adults 
get the most out of 
life—both now and 
in the future.

You’ll uncover lots of 
fascinating facts, meet 
many interesting people, discover what’s really going 
on behind the scenes in our world, learn answers 
to your questions and fi nd practical, down-to-earth 
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Visit www.verticalthought.org today!

Want to 
Learn More?

www.VerticalThought.org

Making a decision as simple as what movie to watch 
might seem trivial, but the main idea of this controver-
sial debate is powerful. What we let into our minds 
determines what we will think about and dwell on, 
and shapes our thoughts and actions.

Leslie Schwartz is 20 years old 
and attends UCLA where she 
is studying mass communica-
tions, education and develop-
mental psychology and work-
ing as a resident assistant. 
She attends the Los Angeles, 
California, congregation of 
the United Church of God and 

loves writing and going to good movies.
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W
here did the Christmas holiday come from? How did it begin, 
and why? Does it really honor Jesus Christ and celebrate 
His birth, or is there more to the story that most people 

don’t know?

Did you realize that historians (and the Bible) agree 
that Jesus Christ wasn’t born anywhere near Dec. 25? Or 

that this particular date was well known for its pagan reli-
gious celebrations long before Jesus Christ was born?

What does a jolly old man in a fur-trimmed red suit 
(who supposedly lives at the North Pole!) have to do with 

the birth of the Son of God? And what 
about reindeer and a fl ying sleigh?

How much do you know about the origin of the 
Christmas tree? How did holly come to be connected 

with the holiday, and why is mistletoe supposedly good 
for kissing? 

Few people know why they believe or do the things they do 
—especially when it comes to their religious beliefs and practices. If you 
want to discover the real facts about the strange history of this popular holi-

day, request your free copy of Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which 
Days We Keep? This eye-opening booklet is waiting for you!

In this free booklet you can discover the shocking truths about several of 
the world’s most popular holidays. Perhaps even more surprising is how they 
came to be connected with Jesus Christ and the Christian religion. For your 
free copy, visit our Web site or contact any of our offi ces listed on page 2.

           www.ucg.org     |     www.gnmagazine.org

HO, HO, HOAX!

Reader Updates
Go to www.ucg.org/gnupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, important 
announcements and more from the publishers of The Good News.


