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A New Magazine Is Born
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With this issue, Vertical Thought: A Magazine of Understanding for Tomorrow’s Leaders
makes its debut as a new magazine for young people. Well, almost. To be more precise,
Youth United e-magazine is changing its name as we transition into a printed magazine.

Those of us on the staff are thrilled that after three years of publication online via the
Internet, we have now become a printed magazine too. And don’t worry. You’ll still
find us online at www.verticalthought.org or www.youthmagazine.org. We’re just
offering a printed version of the magazine as well. In fact, our online site will have the
same articles along with additional information we’re not able to include in the printed
version due to space.

Our new name, Vertical Thought, came about through discussions with young adults who sug-
gested we find a name that would be meaningful and continue to speak to the ultimate source of
knowledge (God)—but not limit our audience to teens alone. Vertical Thought, or VT for short, will
continue with the same type of relevant content designed to help young people discover and live
God’s way of life. And as you have probably already suspected, the name Vertical Thought means
we want to challenge you to think on things that come from above—that is, from God. 

Thinking vertically is the challenge God offers all of us. In Isaiah 55:9, God says, “For as the heav-
ens are higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your ways, and My thoughts than your
thoughts.” Even though we human beings are presently temporal, flesh-and-blood beings, as 
Christians we are expected to “seek those things which are above, where Christ is,” and to set 
our minds “on things above” (Colossians 3:1-2). 

VT exists to help you think about these things from above—the things that are really most important
in life. And of course, we hope you’ll do more than just think about the practical aspects of Chris-
tianity you’ll read about. The apostle Paul wrote that he was personally responding to “the upward
call of God in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). We hope you’ll respond similarly. 

And if you respond to this “upward call” as a young person, realize that you are making one of the
wisest, most mature decisions you’ll ever make. Christianity is good for us in this life as well as the
one to come (1 Timothy 4:8). Here’s to vertical thought! May we all have more of it! To subscribe,
send comments or ask questions, see the information below.

managing editor

P.S.—As always, we appreciate receiving comments and questions from our readers. Just send 
us an e-mail at our Web site (www.verticalthought.org or www.youthmagazine.org). If you’d like 
to receive a free, two-year subscription to Vertical Thought, send us your name, birthdate and
address. To subscribe online, click on “Subscribe to Vertical Thought.” To subscribe via regular 
mail, send your information to the office nearest you. Addresses are listed on page 23.  
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4 The Greatest 
Humanitarian Cause

Many young adults and teens want to “make a difference” 
in a world that is torn by disease, poverty, terror and the
ravages of war. Chances are that you also have a desire 
to do your part to bring desperately needed humanitarian
aid to a strife-torn world.

6 2013: What Will It Be Like?
Have you ever thought about what the next few years
might bring? Will you marry, have children, live in a nice
home and have a stimulating job? What expectations do
you have for your life in the next 10 years?

8 Serving in Thailand
Teaching in exotic Thailand for a year brought unexpected
challenges and personal changes. The experience gave 
us broader perspectives and deeper insights into other 
cultures, ourselves and God’s way.

18 Why I Serve at 
United Youth Camps

Each year around 400 staff positions at United Youth
Camps are filled by volunteers, including many young
adults. United Youth Camps owe them a debt of gratitude
for their willing service.

19 You’re Never Too 
Young to Serve!

Have you ever felt like you were too young to serve? Do you
ever feel that you have no important part in the Church?

20 Darwinism in 
the Classroom

If you believe the Bible’s explanation that God made human
beings in His image, what should you do? What strategies
can you follow for dealing with teachers who require 
students to learn Darwinism?
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9 Giving an Answer

10 What Are You Waiting For?

12 Basketball Is Her Second Goal ...
Her Religion Is Number One

14 Who Will Go to Hell?

15 Is It OK to Have Secrets?

16 An Incredible Universe
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In increasing numbers, young adults are expressing a
desire to “make a difference” in a world that is torn by disease,
poverty, terror and the ravages of war. An article in The Washington

Times (“Youth Volunteerism at 50 Year High, Study Finds,” Nov. 20,
2002) noted that among teens and young adults, volunteerism and 
a desire to serve by helping others in the community and the world is 
at its highest level in more than 50 years. Chances are that you also
have a desire to do your part to bring desperately needed humanitarian
aid to a strife-torn world—especially since the events of Sept. 11, 2001.

Want to make a real 
difference in this troubled world?

Where can you start?
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Want to make a real 
difference in this troubled world?

Where can you start?
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A world in need. In recent travels 
to West Africa, I came to see just how
much in need so many people are in this
part of the world. Infectious disease and
poverty kill more than the continuing
bloody conflicts that plague many 
countries in the region. 

The Worldwatch Institute in Washington,
D.C., reports that in the past year more
than 13 million children have lost a 
parent due to AIDS, 14.4 million people
died from infectious disease and there
were 12 million international refugees.
These are just a few examples of a 
world where human suffering is rampant.
While the global economy has grown 
sevenfold since 1950, the disparity in per
capita income between the 20 richest and
20 poorest nations has more than doubled
between 1960 and 1995. (To understand

the underlying reasons behind humanity’s
troubles and why God permits them to
continue, send for our free booklet Why
Does God Allow Suffering?)

We live in a world filled with conditions
that cry out for others to simply help. 
Yet the problems and sheer numbers 
of people in need are so great that 
the goal of making a true, lasting differ-
ence is daunting. Conditions such as
these have moved some people, partic-
ularly the younger generation, to want 

to make a difference. However, the idea
of serving the world in the interest of
solving human suffering is not new.

The Peace Corps: the power of an
idea. Forty years ago, while campaigning
for the presidency in October of 1960,
John F. Kennedy (who was soon to
become the 35th president of the United
States) arrived at the University of Michigan
to speak to the students. It was there on
the steps of the Michigan Union that the
Peace Corps was launched. 

The assembled students heard the future
president issue a challenge: “How many of
you,” he asked, “would be willing to serve
your country and the cause of peace by
living and working in the developing
world?” That question bears asking again.

The reaction to the presidential candi-
date’s idea was enthusiastic, and since
1961, more than 168,000 men and
women have responded to that challenge
and have served in 136 countries around
the world. From that time, the Peace

Corps has demonstrated how the power
of an idea can capture the imagination 
of an entire nation—particularly those 
of the younger generation. 

Countless efforts today. Forty years
after the beginning of the Peace Corps,
international humanitarian efforts have
mushroomed. Today thousands of organi-
zations around the world send volunteers 
to fill the desperate needs in education,
health care and comfort in many of the

developing and war-torn nations of this
world. These organizations include Care
International, the American Red Cross,
Feed the Children and United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund, to name a few. What about
you? What can you do to make a difference
in a world that sorely needs such help? 

God’s Word teaches us that Christians
should do good for others. Paul stated in
Galatians 6:10, “Therefore, as we have
opportunity, let us do good to all . . .”
Serving and volunteering—whether in
your community or in a developing coun-
try overseas—is a wonderful way for a
person to fill real human needs. Being
involved in serving others and true
humanitarian causes can offer you experi-
ence and contact with others that will
help you through the rest of your life. The
biggest benefit is that you have a direct
impact on helping other human beings.

Man does not have the answer.
Many young Americans were introduced 
to patriotism and a desire to defend free-
dom after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11,

2001. The desire to “make a difference”
through service in the military grew strong
after those historic events. Appreciation and
respect for those who have recently served
in the military overseas is at an all-time high.
Yet, when we consider God’s Word, His
understanding of human nature and what
will bring harmony and peace to this planet
. . . war will not accomplish that! Mankind’s
history over the millennia is proof that war,
strife and killing are not going to ultimately
solve the problems that exist on this planet!

If war is not the way to true peace, can
the humanitarian efforts to diminish human
suffering today make a lasting change in
man’s future? Jesus Christ told His stu-
dents (disciples) that He was the way to
peace. And while the Bible tells us that
Christ’s Kingdom is not here yet (John
18:36), it also reveals that the true, lasting
peace and harmony that Jesus Christ
spoke of simply cannot be brought about
in the world as we presently know it!

That statement is sobering, and can
cause one to ask, “What good is it to 

We live in a world filled with conditions that cry 
out for others to simply help. Yet the problems and
sheer numbers of people in need are so great that
making a lasting difference is daunting.

Continued on page 23
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Have you ever thought what the next few years
will bring? Will you marry, have children, live in a nice
home and have a stimulating job? What expectations

do you have for your life in the next 10 years? These were 
the questions we asked our readers. Here are some of the
insights, concerns and hopes that were sent to us via e-mail.

The thought most often mentioned (by 75 percent of those
who responded) was a hope that they would be happily mar-
ried and be able to have a family. A third mentioned being
baptized and wanting to continue their education. Most also
thought the next 10 years would bring a mixture of opportunity 
and troubles.

One person wrote: “My answer to this question is really heart-
filled. I am going to be baptized next month. I realize that this
world is only temporary. I have always wanted to get married
and have children and be a mom. I have a great family, and 
I am blessed because I see what family life could be like. 
Yet even though I am almost 20 and dating a member of the
Church, who is going through university . . . we both look at 
it as a temporary life. I know there is much more to be had 
in the future Kingdom and no matter how much I wanted the
family and husband . . . I know I can’t comprehend what God
has in store for His faithful people. 

“[The year] 2013 may never be. At this rate, the way the world
is, I am not so sure it will get that far, but I have heard in the
past how people set dates, and that’s not for us to do. In my
opinion 2013 may be only the beginning of another 100 years
or maybe the end of the road for man’s ways. Either way, 
I won’t give up the chance to marry or have children. I think 

it’s important to live your life the best you can, and live God’s
way up till the end, no matter what the times are like. 

“In my view, 2013 won’t be any better . . . it will only be worse
and more dangerous . . . all the more reason for God’s people
to pray for the return of Christ sooner than later. Thanks for
asking the question.” Jolene

A young man stated: “The year 2013 will be quite the
same. Information and technology will provide new ways 
to live life as we choose. Even so, the people around the
world will remain unchanged. We will still be agents of our
own caprice: trapped in the ways of good and evil. Truly
knowledge will increase, but our human frailty will
remain.” Jonathon

Another person confided: “I am an alcoholic and an addict.
I am 19 years old and know a lot about recovery. I feel that 
I have fallen away from the Church and from the Lord. It hurts
and I feel confused. I know I am better than my disease 
(of alcoholism and addiction) and my Heavenly Father does
not want this for me, but I am soooo weak . . . The guilt and
shame overwhelm me at times! Recovery is a simple process,

“2013 may be only the beginning of another
100 years or maybe the end of the road for
man’s ways . . . I think it’s important to live
God’s way up till the end, no matter what
the times are like.”
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We asked members of our mailing

list to share their thoughts about

what lay ahead for them in 10 years.

Comments were a mixture of con-

cern and promise. Where will you 

be in your life a decade from now?
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but I always seem to find ways to complicate it! Anyway, I’m
away from the Church and I feel I’m going through withdrawals.
Basically, in 2013, I see myself in two ways: either actively

back to living the way I should be, in Christlikeness to the best
of my ability, or still drinking and using to my grave!!! Thanks 
for giving me the chance to keep it real!” Anonymous

A 23-year-old suggested: “In the year 2013 I expect to be mar-
ried and have children. The United States will be at war, Chris-
tianity will be close to nonexistent in this nation, and my family
will be poor and continually moving from place to place.” Ken

Rhonda said: “I imagine in the year 2013 it will be even
tougher to follow God’s way because of the decline in human
morality and the increase of bad influences. I can see more
and more obstacles, for example, in the school systems with
the Harry Potter junk and not being able to say the Pledge of
Allegiance in some states. My expectations for myself are basi-
cally like everyone else’s—to have gone through college and
have a steady, good-paying job, to stay in the Church and live
God’s way and hopefully to have a great companion (husband)
to go through life with.” 

A 20-year-old young woman offered this: “Ten years from 
now I envision myself to be already married to the man of my
dreams whom God will bring into my life, a God-fearing and
supportive husband, and it would probably already be our fifth
wedding anniversary by then. God willing, I’ll have two kids and
I envision myself being a minister’s wife, just like what I always
wanted to do and be in life . . . to serve people and have that
passion for doing God’s work, which I’m sure by that time will
be even more widespread.” Anonymous

Becca shared her comments: “I’ve thought about my future
a lot. In 2013 I will be 25 years old. I plan on being finished
with college by then. I want to be an accountant and possibly
be married or, hopefully, engaged by 2013. I want to be an
accountant because for some strange reason I like budgeting
and dealing with money. Also, accountants can work from
home, so when I eventually become a mother I can work 
and be there for my kid(s). Honestly, I want to be married 
at around 23 and have my first kid at least a year later. That 
is as far as I’ve planned so far.”

Another e-mail response stated this: “‘What will the year
2013 be like?’ It is always nice to remember that adults are
thinking of our future. I think that as world events continue 
to unfold around us, young people in God’s Church will 
continue to be blessed and live prosperous lives. Some
things may be difficult, such as dealing with decreasing
respect for religion and employers that want us to work 
on the Sabbath, or finding a spouse among limited Church
youth, but I have faith that these issues will be taken care 
of. As we near the end time, I think it will become even more

important for brethren to band together to support each
other, as God’s people and the world’s people become more
and more distinct.” Anonymous

Another young man saw the world as more threatening: 
“I believe the year 2013 will experience more disastrous 
and tragic events. Terrorists work tirelessly day in and day 
out to successfully carry out disastrous attacks against the
United States and her allies. Earthquakes are now common
around the world. Moral decline is at its peak, to list but a few
of the trends. All this assures us that more dangerous and
unstable years await us. So in my opinion, the year 2013 
is going to be like hell on earth as God’s laws are rejected 
by humanity around the world.” Hammond

“My experience has taught me to not really worry what
might happen tomorrow. So I try to live in accordance with
God’s Word, His guidance and His divine plan even though
it’s extremely hard for a person like me. That’s why I need
your prayers to live my life as God wants.” Angela

A young adult sees beyond the troubles to offer a positive view:
“By observing the past and current times we’re living in and
seeing how prophecies are being unfolded, it appears that the
next couple of years are going to bring forth much suffering in
the world. The ways of society are leading to poverty, diseases,
wars, etc., and people still continue in their evil ways . . .

“It would be great to envision being a part of the Kingdom and
living in peace in 10 years, though I do realize things are going
to get a lot worse before then. We do have the wonderful hope
of the Kingdom to look forward to . . . The times we are living
in can at times seem hopeless—that we have nothing to live
for—but we as God’s people have the hope of God’s Kingdom
to look forward to. We need to be filled with that hope in order
to share it with others around us. We as young people can
make a dramatic difference by our example and enthusiasm 
for life. Here’s to life!!!” Michelle

As you have seen, our readers’ perspectives are varied and
insightful. Where will you be in 10 years? Do you think about
your future and potential? One of the most elementary con-
cepts revealed in the Bible is cause and effect. God said to
Cain (the first young person on the planet mentioned in the
Scriptures), “If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if
you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for

you, but you should rule over it” (Genesis 4:7). Decisions you
make now can have a long-lasting effect on your future. As a
young person, God wants you to have joy and happiness by
discovering the way of life that leads to eternal life in His King-
dom. Knowing this can make a huge difference in your life 
in 10 years and forever!  VT

Larry Greider is the overall coordinator of United Youth Camps. He also pastors
congregations in Salem and Collinsville, Illinois.

“Information and technology will provide
new ways to live life as we choose. Even
so, the people around the world will
remain unchanged. We will still be agents
of our own caprice: trapped in the ways
of good and evil.”
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“By observing the past and current times
we’re living in and seeing how prophe-
cies are being unfolded, it appears that
the next couple of years are going to
bring forth much suffering.”



Thailand, to most Western-
ers, is an exotic place, full 
of adventure. So when the

opportunity to live there for a year teach-
ing English literally fell into our laps, the
excitement of traveling to another country
encouraged us to make it a reality. After
looking at several different service pro-
jects, we decided to accept teaching
positions at Legacy Institute.  

Many different
humanitarian efforts
promoted by various
groups around the
world have the 
same general goal—
to try to implement
the nature of the
Kingdom of God 
on earth now. These
efforts try to bring
and often promise
such ideals as
peace, an end to
hunger, healing of
the sick and greater
knowledge. Although
these projects all
have the same
desired result, the

means by which they try to obtain 
this end vary.  

Many humanitarian efforts make the
mistake of believing that they can

accomplish these ideals by using
their own methods apart from

God. Since Legacy Institute 
is a project based on 
God’s truth and looks 

to Him for guidance and blessing, it was
an effort we could identify with, believe 
in and support.  

Legacy Institute is a very small interna-
tional leadership training school located
in Mae Rim, Thailand, set in a tropical cli-
mate at the foothills of scenic mountains.
It is in a small community that offers
almost everything one would find in a
Western community (i.e., food, clothing,
transportation, local school, etc.), without
the hectic chaos of the city. Yet it still 
has a “chaos” of its own, at least to our
Western minds. However, the people 
are nice and friendly and will go to great
lengths to make you feel welcome, so
much so that you want to meet them at
least halfway in an attempt to blend with
their culture.  

The students who attend Legacy come
from various Asian countries and cul-
tures to receive a Western-style educa-
tion in a broad spectrum of topics. To
increase their vocational skills, they
study organic vegetable farming, English
and computers. They also study music,
sports and health in order to learn 
teamwork, provoke thought and provide
variety to the standard academic class-
room. Most importantly, they study the
ethics of servant leadership as written 
in the Holy Bible.  

The classes are all conducted in English
in an academic setting. This poses a
challenge for both students and teachers
as some of the students come from
refugee camps and do not even have 
a basic knowledge of the English lan-
guage, while others have received 
a broader education and can speak
English nearly fluently. But accepting
challenges is common for the staff and
students of Legacy Institute. Individual
character is tested every day inside and
outside of the classroom. At Legacy, we
all have to continually check our attitudes
and responses in our community setting
to maintain godly interaction.

Adjustments. As teachers at Legacy
Institute, we were asked to change a lot 
of things we didn’t expect to change. We
changed the way we dressed—guys wear
skirts here! Seriously! And though we felt
conservative in our dress before coming
here, Thailand has different standards of
modesty and appropriate attire. We did our
best to follow those. We changed the way
we spoke: slowly, simply, clearly, so we

Teaching in exotic Thailand for a year brought 
unexpected challenges and personal

changes. The experience gave us broader
perspectives and deeper insights into other

cultures, ourselves and God’s way.

by Heidi Hanisko
and Bonnie Turner

Continued on page 17
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Imagine what it’s like to spend the
first year of college at a religious
school where Old Testament Religion
is a required course of study. Nervous
about asking off for the Feast of
Tabernacles, to your shock your pro-
fessor asks you to tell the class why
you keep the Feast. Sound improba-
ble? It happened to Laura Beth
Childers, a member in Nashville,
Tennessee.

Iwas a little nervous about
attending a Church of Christ uni-
versity, considering the major

differences in our religious beliefs.
However, I desired to be in a more
Christian environment rather than
the less Christian environment and
influences that I might encounter
at a public school. 

Lipscomb University required one
Bible class each semester, and
freshmen begin the year with Early
Hebrew History. Basically, this class
was going to be an overview of
the Old Testament, but I still did
not know what to expect. The class
was getting off to a pretty normal
start, and it was not until it was
time for me to ask off for the fall
Holy Days that things began to get
interesting.

My professor was surprisingly
very interested in the fact that 
I keep God’s Holy Days. He told 
me to have a wonderful trip, and
he asked me if I would mind talk-
ing to the class sometime about
how and why I observe the Holy
Days of God. (Gulp!)

The response that came from my
mouth was, “No, I wouldn’t mind
at all,” but in my head thoughts
were whirling in all directions. 

“What? Me talk to 40 Church of
Christ members about the impor-
tance of the Holy Days?” Although
the thought seemed terrifying 
at the time, I knew what a great
opportunity it would be.

Weeks passed, I returned from
the Feast, and before I knew it we
were delving into Leviticus 23 in

Early Hebrew History
class.  

I was beginning 
to forget about my
professor’s propos-
al to talk to the
class, assuming he
would give me a
day or two to pre-
pare a few notes. 

However, it was in
the middle of our
Holy Day discussion in
class when he turned
to me and said, “Laura
Beth, would you mind shar-
ing with the class your beliefs con-
cerning the Holy Days?” My first
thought was panic, but suddenly a
wave of calmness came over me.

After a deep breath, I began to
tell my class why God’s Holy Days
were still important today, how
each Holy Day had one or more
symbolic meanings, and how
when put all together, they form
the plan of God. I described how 
Holy Days are high Sabbaths,
what is usually done on the Holy
Days and how they have made 
my life so much more fulfilling. 
I knew that God placed that calm
feeling within me and guided 
my words and thoughts that day
because under normal circum-
stances, I would have been unable
to do such a thing.

The reaction from the class was
generally as I expected. Many
began asking me questions, while
others simply wanted to argue.
My professor, however, had a very
interesting summation of my
explanation. He commented
that I, as well as the other
members of our church, prob-
ably have a much closer and
deeper relationship with
God since we keep His Holy
Days. I was completely
shocked to hear this, but 
it really touched me.

My professor came to a
very accurate conclusion,

and it is sad to think
that even though he
realized this, he most
likely will never
keep God’s Holy
Days himself in this
life. 

After the horrific
events of Sept. 11,
2001, so many of 
us needed to be

comforted and
encouraged. We were

all blessed to have the
Sabbath, the Feast of

Trumpets, the Day of Atone-
ment, the Feast of Tabernacles 

and the Last Great Day follow it so
quickly. I am sure we can all agree
that the Holy Days that year and
since have been more meaningful
than ever. 

Let’s not let Satan distract us
from the Holy Days and God’s plan.
Let us mourn over the evil that has
occurred in our world, but humble
ourselves before God, repent and
draw closer than ever to God with
fervent prayer, Bible study and
fasting. Meditate on and pray for
Christ’s return and God’s Kingdom.

Keep the vision of the Kingdom
at the front of your
mind, and let 
it give you
hope and
guide you
always!
VT

b y  L a u r a  B e t h  C h i l d e r s
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b y  A s h l e y  O ’ B r i e n

Iwasn’t sure if he was waiting for me, or just wait-
ing for anyone. He sat on an antique wooden
bench and I almost walked by him without a sec-

ond thought. He was elderly, so much so that for a
minute I thought he was part of the ancient Roman
baths I had been touring.

“Are you enjoying the museum?”

“It’s nice,” I said in a voice low enough to be 
considered a whisper.

“Where are you from?” I paused for a moment 
and found myself intrigued by his warm smile. His
teeth formed two perfect rows but there was an
unreal, porcelain quality to them. But as artificial as
they were, there was also a certain genuine warm-
heartedness and interest in that smile. “And maybe
your name as well?” he added.

“Ashley,” I answered almost involuntarily. “And 
I live in Cincinnati, Ohio. It’s, well, I am from the U.S.”
I regretted my inability to articulate the things in my
head the second the words spilled out of my mouth.
Although I assumed his residency from the thick
accent, I asked where he was from as well.

“Oh, right here in Bath, England.” He smiled again.

I began to see his pattern of speaking, then smiling.
“Have you tried the spa water yet?”

“Umm . . . no. Actually, I just came in. I haven’t had
the chance,” I replied.

He laughed and then explained to me how he 
didn’t blame me; it wasn’t too appetizing. The
ancients believed it was rejuvenating and could 
possibly bring a person closer to the gods. Then he
said something that struck me as odd: “But I’m not
worried. I know where I’m going when I die.”

I nervously smiled and purposefully did not acknowl-
edge the reference to heaven to avoid the discussion
that might come with it. I quickly asked him how 
long he had lived there to move the conversation 
to another subject.

“I’ve lived here all my life,” he smiled. “It’s funny to
think that I’ve lived here and gone to church here all
these years and I’ve never really accepted Jesus Christ
until recently.”

There was a brief silence while I looked at him. 
I knew about church; I grew up going to church 
every week for my entire life. “My dad is a minister,”
I said, thinking that maybe explaining that would
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deflect the direction of the conversation.

“That’s lovely.” He kept smiling. He paused for 
a moment and I could see him contemplating his 
next statement. “I went to church for 57 years. I can
remember how I was always hoping I was saved. 
I was hoping . . .” His voice trailed off for a moment,
and I could see him look into the air, the place where
people look when they are thinking back on things
they have done, what they have been through. 

As he started to speak again, I didn’t hear a 
word of it. Honestly, I was too stunned, maybe over-
whelmed or grateful. Here I was at the beginning of
my adult life, and he at the end of his. He had been
going to church for all those years and never really
knew what the outcome would be, whereas I had
been blessed with the knowledge that once I made
my commitment to God and was baptized into His
family, I would be granted eternal life. For the first
time it was put into perspective for me the gift God
has given to His children—the gift of assurance. If 
we follow His laws and keep His commandments,
then a day never has to go by when we wonder 
what will happen after we die.

I was drawn back into the conversation with this
older gentleman by a question he asked. “So, Ashley,
do you know where you are going or are you still
hoping?”

I was surprised that he had been so direct, but what
shocked me the most was that I couldn’t just blow
him off. Despite our differences in beliefs, there was
a similarity. We both believed in the God of the Bible
and Jesus Christ. It’s what we believe about Jesus
Christ and what God expects of Christians that sets us
apart. Still I was surprised that there was a similarity
in us when it came to making a commitment. Why
did it take him 57 years to commit? Had he been
going to church for all those years without purpose?

My understanding of Scripture might differ from
his, but I understood the fundamental nature of his
question. It really did make me think. I had all this
information at my feet, I practiced it and I believed 
in it wholeheartedly. So what was I waiting for? What
was holding me back? It seemed as if there were
always so many things to do, so many insignificant
happenings that had inadvertently become priorities
and prevented me from taking a real step forward in
my life. For the first time I saw it in black and white. 
I saw my real priority, and I saw the gift that God has
given to all of His children.

In the United States, religious examples come from
hokey television evangelists. Religion has become
homogenized like milk; you might buy a different
brand name, but it’s all the same substance. People
don’t want church to get too personal, touch them
too deeply or show them that changes need to be
made in their lives because of the things they are
doing wrong. That would require work. This elderly
man was getting personal.

One of the principles of success taught by manage-
ment guru Stephen Covey is to “begin with the end

in mind.” Here was a person whose life was coming
to an end, and he regretted waiting over half a 
century to seriously consider what life was about. 

The thought wasn’t new, only new to me. Solomon
penned some wise advice in the last chapter of
Ecclesiastes: “Remember now your Creator in the
days of your youth, before the evil days come and 
the years draw nigh when you shall say, I have no
pleasure in them; before life ebbs, beauty fades, 
fortune fails, and poverty returns after prosperity . . .
Remember Him before the silver cord is cut off and
the golden bowl is broken and the pitcher is broken
at the fountain or the wheel is broken at the cistern”
(Ecclesiastes 12:1-2, 6, Lamsa translation). Here was 
a living example standing before me admitting he
had waited until the end of his life to do what he
should have done at the beginning. 

“Ashley, let me say a prayer 
with you,” he requested. Standing
uneasily, I glanced over at my
father who was only a few paces
from me, watching the mist rise 
off the hot springs formerly used
by the Romans.

Without lowering his head to 
a customary position of prayer,
the old man tilted his head
to one side and asked
God to bring me close to
Him and help me realize
His importance in my
life. He finished the
short prayer with an
“Amen,” and sat smiling
from the dark bench.

“Thank you.” I extended
my hand and after a polite
shake continued on my way
through the museum.

I learned something that
day. Every person must
develop an identity, a struc-
ture of values worthy of
commitment and sacrifice,
otherwise he will never
have a system from which
to operate. I would end up
drifting away with the next
trend if I didn’t realize who 
I was and grab hold of the val-
ues that matter. I also saw that
after all these years of developing,
learning and being guided, it was
time to take a step out on my own
and claim my beliefs. There was no
reason to wait around any longer. 

The situation was heavy on my
mind as I walked away. I wondered
if he was waiting for me, or just
waiting for anyone. VT
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When she entered high school, it was pretty much expected 
that Jenny would play for her school basketball team. Always
in the back of her mind was the cloud of conflict that games

would inevitably be scheduled on the Sabbath. That time came when
she entered her sophomore year at Clark County High School, located
about 45 miles from Lexington, Kentucky—the home of the University
of Kentucky Wildcats. 

Some say that’s the heart of basketball country. Jenny was a rising
star in a sport that made her name a household word in her communi-
ty. But the dreaded conflict reached Jenny, and she made a decision 
she believed was irrevocable. She quit the sport she loved. She decided
faith and family were more important than basketball, even in Ken-
tucky. Following is an account of the tough decisions and why she did
what she did through high school and into college.

When her junior year in high school began, Jenny’s coach asked her
to return to the team. He was willing to work around her reli-
gious beliefs. He would not bench her for missing Friday
night games. Miraculously, Jenny was again playing the
game she loved. The local newspaper, The Winchester
Sun, wrote glowingly of her achievements.  

“Stewart missed Friday night’s game because of
her faith. The religion she practices observes the

Sabbath from sundown Friday to sundown Saturday
and it proscribes such activities during that time as 
basketball . . .

“Very few people in Norton Gym Monday night would have
known that Stewart’s 23-point performance against the Montgomery
County High School Lady Indians in the opening round of the district
tournament would be the last time she ever played on her home floor
in a Lady Cardinal uniform.

“And it was classic Jenny Stewart Monday night, her patented stop-
and-poppers, her leaning, floating one-handed jumpers in the lane, her
graceful layups on fast breaks.

“The Lady Cardinals could have used Stewart’s services Friday but it
was no problem. They knew it was something Jenny had to do, and
they respected that.”

After the game Clark coach Larry Allison said, “It’s never been a prob-
lem. It’s an understood fact. As a coach I’ve always told my players that

Playing for Morehead
State University

Basketball
Is Her Second Goal . . .
Her Religion Is Number One.
Sports have been a big part of life for Jenny Stewart.
So have her religious beliefs.

basketball and
athletics are
great parallels
in life. And 
as a coach
there are two
things that

come before
basketball and

that’s faith and
family. I know how

much Jenny loves the
game of basketball. She

knows she’s missing a game for
a reason. She is doing what she
thinks is right. And I don’t know 
if coaching her has made me a
better coach, but it sure has made
me a better person.”

You hear a lot about talented
athletes. Their stories and pictures
appear with regularity in the 
local newspaper and on the
evening news. Sometimes you
hear about people with charac-
ter. But when talent and char-

“I don’t know if coaching her has
made me a better coach, but it 
sure has made me a better person.” Ph
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acter come together in one person,
a leader emerges. Jenny didn’t go
to school to change anyone else.
She just wanted to obey God and
play basketball. When a conflict
arose, she chose obedience to God.
And then the coach learned some-
thing about life from the student. 

Jenny’s senior year in high
school (2000-01), she was nominat-

ed for the Wendy’s High School
Heisman Award, as well as

several state and county
honors. On April 28, she
sat at a table in the
school lobby surrounded
by family, coaches and
her high school principal.

As cameras clicked, she
signed a letter-of-intent to

play basketball for Alice Lloyd
College in

Kentucky. 

Interview with Jenny

After Jenny’s first year on the
Alice Lloyd College team, she gave
up her scholarship to play for a
larger school at a more challenging
level. Jenny enrolled at Morehead
State University and became a
“walk-on” her first year. She has
also carried a 4.0 GPA through her
first two years of college.

Are you still playing collegiate
basketball?

No, I’m not playing for More-
head State anymore or probably
anywhere else.

Why?

The coach told me that they
weren’t going to have any walk-
ons this year. She mentioned 
that the schedule was a problem
(meaning that the Sabbath was
too inconvenient to work around). 

Were many games scheduled 
on the Sabbath?

Some, but the bigger problem
was the games on Saturday 
night. The team practiced on the
Sabbath before the Saturday night
games and the coach didn’t like it
when I missed the “shoot around”
prior to the game.

What was the rest of the team
like? Were they supportive?

Most everyone on the team
was religious. They would
pray before each game and
the coach was a religious per-

son. One of the assistant coach-
es would even fast once a week.

One of the team members was
president of the BSU [Baptist
Student Union]. She conducted
some of the meetings for BSU.
They were all nice girls, but they
felt a little bit condemned because
I was keeping the Sabbath.

This has been a trial for you for
several years. 

This has been a trial almost my
whole life. I started playing in a
“knothole” league in the fourth
grade and began playing on a
school team in the seventh grade.

There is nothing in this physical,
material life that is worth giving
up your salvation. I always went to
church. I always listened. But until
this happened, I never realized
how important the truth is and

how important it is to live a life
that’s pleasing to God. 

What did you learn from the
experience?

I learned that I could live with-
out basketball. When I was in high
school, I thought there was no life
beyond basketball. I would shoot
hundreds of shots a day and pro-
gressed to shooting a thousand
shots a day. It was the most impor-
tant thing to me. Now I realize
that the people who play only 
get to play so long. The physical
things, they just pass.

What have you learned about
self-denial?

It was a small sacrifice. It was a
game. In my mind it was big, but
other people have given up their
lives for the truth. Denying your-
self makes you a stronger person
and increases your faith. It will all
come out good in the end.

Are you glad you’ve played high
school and college ball?

Oh sure! Some of my best mem-
ories have been playing ball. I was
given this talent, and I was able 
to meet a lot of people and over-
come my shyness by excelling in 
a sport.

What would you recommend for
other teens wanting to play ball
for their school or college? What
about your younger brother?
How would you advise him?

That’s a tough question. Giving
it up caused a lot of heartache.
Hopefully he would make the
right decision for himself. My par-
ents told me what was right and 
I knew what was right. After that
you have to make your own deci-
sion for your own conscience. My
dad always encouraged me, but
he told me there would come a
day that I would have to confront
this dilemma.  

Basketball teaches you how to
work with other people and it
teaches you how to become a
team player, but you have to know
that the decision time will come
when you have to choose between
what’s right and what’s wrong.

Is it worth it?
It is worth it if you make the

right decision, but it’s not worth 
it if you make the wrong one! VT
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It’s a word that few really understand, yet most peo-
ple will go there. It is usually considered the location
for the incorrigibly wicked. It might be used to

express anger or frustration. It may be used as a desti-
nation to assign to those you do not like. However, the
hell that is described in the pages of the Bible is a very
real place. You may be surprised to learn who goes to
that location! 

Some Christians believe hell is the place for the souls
of the wicked. Others think hell is a state of mind.
Some don’t believe hell exists at all. As we’ll see, there
are three hells described in the Bible. One of these is
hot enough to consume the “soul.” We’ll also see that
there is a hell for the fallen angels or demons.

Have you ever attended a funeral and been unsure of
where the deceased was headed? Most preachers, out
of kindness, do not assign a deceased person to hell.
However, many in the audience may wonder about the
deceased’s future considering his or her lack of genuine
spirituality while alive. 

What is hell? In the Bible the word hell is mentioned
54 times. It is translated from four different words. The
only one in the Old Testament—sheol in the Hebrew—
and one in the New Testament—hades in Greek—have
the meaning of the grave, a pit or the abode of the
dead. Sheol is the only word in the Old Testament from
which hell is translated in the King James Version 
of the Bible. It is translated “hell” 31 times. Hades is
translated “hell” 10 times in the New Testament.

In Psalms 6:5 and 30:3 the psalmist speaks of sheol as

the grave. Amos the prophet uses sheol to state that
one may dig into “hell”—indicating the grave that
was in the earth (Amos 9:2, King James Version
throughout). When Jonah was in the belly of the great
fish (or whale as wrongly translated), he was said to be
in “hell” (Jonah 2:2). All of those words for hell are
translated from the Hebrew word sheol.

We see in 1 Corinthians 15:55 the word grave trans-
lated from hades. In the book of Acts, King David is
said to have been in “hell.” Since David was a man
after God’s own heart (1 Samuel 13:14) and will rule
with God in His Kingdom (Jeremiah 30:9), he would
not have gone to the hell that is traditionally pictured
for the incorrigibly wicked. Notice Acts 2:27, 29 where
David is in “hell” or the grave, but with the promise
that he will not remain there forever. He will be 

resurrected from “hell” (hades) or the grave.

So, the first “hell” we’ve looked at is simply the
grave—the place of the dead, both good and evil!

Another “hell” of the Bible is far hotter than the tra-
ditional view of hell. The second “hell” is translated
from the Greek word gehenna and literally means the
Valley of Hinnom, a place outside Jerusalem where
trash was burned. Gehenna is also associated with fire
and is called hell fire (Matthew 5:22) or the lake of fire
(Revelation 20:15). 

This second “hell” is a place where the incorrigible
will be sent as a final punishment after the last judg-
ment. If they have deliberately turned from God, 
they will be resurrected and cast into gehenna (hell)
and burned completely (see Revelation 20:14 and
Malachi 4:1-3, which describes the wicked as ashes
under the feet of the righteous). God will destroy all
those who deliberately refuse to submit to Him once
they know Him.

The third “hell” refers to the restraint of the demons.
Tartaroo is used in only one place in the Bible (2 Peter
2:4) and is used only in reference to the demons being
chained or restrained until the time of their judgment
by God.

The concept of heaven and hell in traditional
Christianity heavily depends on the doctrine of the
immortality of the soul. Yet, in the Bible, the phrase
immortal soul is nowhere to be found. 

On the contrary, the word soul is translated from the
Hebrew and Greek words nephesh and psuche, which
mean “life.” Animals are called nephesh, and nephesh
(whether human or animal) can die (see Genesis 1:20,
24, where nephesh is translated “creature”; Ezekiel
18:4, 20; 22:27; Psalm 33:19). The psuche can also die as
shown in Matthew 10:28 and Revelation 16:3. 

So, we see that human beings will go to hell (the
grave) when they die, but they will be resurrected from
the grave. Some will be resurrected to eternal life and
others to judgment. Those who have deliberately
rejected God and His ways will be burned up in gehen-
na (hell) fire (Revelation 20:14). The demons await the
time of final judgment in yet another “hell”—tartaroo
—their condition of imprisonment here on earth,
restrained from venting their full fury on mankind and
reserved to judgment at the end (Jude 6).

Thank God the day is coming when there will be no
more death or sorrow (Revelation 21:4-5). At that
time, there will no longer be a hell—the grave—for
human beings. 

For more complete information, request or down-
load our free booklet Heaven and Hell: What Does 
the Bible Really Teach? VT
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Some Christians believe hell is the
place for the souls of the wicked.
Others think hell is a state of mind.
Some don’t believe hell exists at all.
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The answer is both “yes” and
“no.” Everybody has secrets,
and the Bible tells us that this

is okay, especially when it comes 
to private matters and confidences
that others share with us.

Matthew 6:3-4, 6 and 17-18 tell
us some of the things that should
be kept secret from others. 

“But when you do a charitable
[kind] deed, do not let your left
hand know what your right hand
is doing, that your charitable deed
may be in secret; and your Father
who sees in secret will Himself
reward you openly . . .

“But you, when you pray, go into
your room, and when you have
shut your door, pray to your Father
who is in the secret place; and your
Father who sees in secret will
reward you openly . . .

“But you, when you fast, anoint
your head and wash your face, 
so that you do not appear to men
to be fasting, but to your Father
who is in the secret place; and 
your Father who sees in secret 
will reward you openly.”

Proverbs tells us that there are
advantages to being able to keep
secrets (confidences). In Proverbs
11:13 we read, “A gossiping
fellow will betray secrets, but
a trustworthy man [person]
will keep a confidence.” 

Then in Proverbs 20:19 it
says, “Talebearers [gossips] 
let out secrets; have nothing
to do with a gossip” (Moffatt
translation). People who can
keep confidences are described
as being trustworthy, but those
who don’t are called “gossips”
or “talebearers.”

But what about having
secrets from God? To answer
this we need to go to some
examples in the Bible. Some-
times we do things in life that
we don’t want anybody to
know about. Can we hide

things or have secrets from God?
David told his son in 1 Chronicles

28:9, “As for you, my son Solomon,
know the God of your father, and
serve Him with a loyal heart and
with a willing mind; for the LORD

searches all hearts and understands
all the intent of the thoughts.” 

Psalm 44:21 says, “Would not
God search this out? For He knows
the secrets of the heart.”

In 2 Samuel 12:12 David tried to
hide his acts from God, but try as he
might he couldn’t. “For you did it
secretly, but I will do this thing
before all
Israel, 

before the sun,” God responded.
When we try to hide things from

God, they are usually actions or
thoughts we need to repent and
ask God to forgive us of. This is
what David did in verse 13 of 
2 Samuel 12 and Psalm 51. But even
after doing this, he had to suffer
the penalty of his wrongdoing (see
verse 14 of 2 Samuel 12).

So there are some secrets we
need to keep. But try as we might,
we are not able to keep anything
secret from God. If we have 
been trying to hide things from 

Him, we need to change   
our ways (repent). VT
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It had been an extremely long day, and I was
exhausted. I wanted nothing more than to
collapse into bed and dream for a few hours.

However, on that extremely cold night in
November, I dragged myself and my reluctant
roommate out of our cozy dorm room. Armed
with blankets, pillows and about 12 layers of
clothing apiece, we waddled out and made a
nest in the middle of the soccer field adjoining
our dorm. 

We settled down to wait. It was late November,
and, being a self-proclaimed astronomy dork, I
was excited: the Leonid meteor shower was to
take place that night—well, morning I should
say, much to my sleepy roommate’s chagrin. My
professor had reminded us of the event for
weeks, but we were probably the only college
students on our campus actually willing to brave
the freezing temperatures to watch it, out of

complete fascination and curiosity or complete
stupidity. Probably a combination. But there we
were, alone, waiting.

Payoff! The first meteor streaked across the
sky, and my roommate and I cheered. This was
followed by another . . . and another . . . and
another. They were of assorted color, duration,
and altitude, a variety I never knew existed.
Dusty greens, fiery reds, golden hazes, bright
whites . . . I remember one shooting star that
lasted seemingly forever, leaving a trail of
sparkling gold dust behind it across the sky. They
began to appear more quickly, and, invariably,
the moment I would look away, my roommate
would “ooo!” or “ahhh!” to announce the sight-
ing of another. We lost count after the first 10
minutes and simply enjoyed the show.

A few hours after we had been out I remem-
ber lying there on the field, my eyes filled only
with the night sky, I suddenly had a peculiar sen-
sation. Instead of the usual feeling of being
planted firmly on the ground with the heavens
suspended above me, I had instead the dizzying

sensation that I was simply suspended in the
middle of that sky, in the midst of the stars, as 
I truly am. After all, I am resting on the earth,
but the earth is resting on . . . nothing. 

I began to call to mind all of the random fig-
ures and facts that our teacher had drilled into
us, about the enormous distances between the
stars, the hundreds of years it would take to
reach even the nearest one . . . that our galaxy
was comprised of billions upon billions of stars
. . . that there was only one galaxy observable to
the naked eye, the Andromeda galaxy . . . and
yet there are billions of those galaxies out there.
Billions! My mind can’t even quite comprehend
that rather small measurement, let alone the
larger numbers required to describe the vastness
of the universe. 

As I lay there, I realized that stars were being
formed, galaxies were spiraling into one anoth-
er, supernovas were violently exploding. How
extraordinary! A scripture—God’s words to
Job—came to my mind: “Can you bind the beau-
tiful Pleiades? Can you loose the cords of Orion?
Can you bring forth the constellations in their
seasons or lead out the Bear with its cubs? Do
you know the laws of the heavens? Can you set
up God’s dominion over the earth?” (Job 38:31-
33, New International Version). 

I felt indescribably tiny, my life insignificant.
Physically, I could hardly count myself as dust. 
I was overwhelmed with the sheer grandeur of
this universe that I inhabit, a universe of which 
I know almost nothing about, and yet the little
that I do know is mind-bogglingly beautiful and
can only lead me to conclude extraordinary
things about the Being who fashioned it. 

My thoughts were suddenly brought back to
earth by a biting gust of wind. I sat up and looked
around for a moment, and it suddenly occurred
to me as oddly wonderful, the place in the 
universe that I personally inhabited. I glanced
around at the fields in which I lay, the tree-
covered hilltops off in the distance, the nearby
darkened houses, and finally at my brave friend
willing to share the frosty morning with her crazy
roommate, watching chunks of rock disintegrate
in our atmosphere. 

Out of all the universe, that was my place. That
tiny little corner of space and time was mine to
inhabit and affect. I might only be dust, but I am
dust with a purpose. What an incredible oppor-
tunity! What an incredible universe—and what
an incredible mind behind it!
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As I lay there, I realized that stars
were being formed, galaxies were
spiraling into one another, super-

novas were violently exploding. 
How extraordinary!
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could be understood. Plus we picked up a
little of the Thai language in the process—
an absolute must when eating out to make
sure we didn’t end up with all sorts of
weird things like squid, crab, chicken feet
and eggs soaked in horse urine on our
plates. Learning the language was also
helpful for the radio interviews we gave on
a military radio station. Plus, knowing a little
Thai really helped in bargaining! 

Another change for us was the food we
ate. Fruit in Thailand comes in so many
different shapes, sizes and colors that
many who visit become fruit fanatics!

There’s a fruit that has spiky red hairs all
over it. Another fruit smells a little like rot-
ten feet but tastes sweet and creamy—
no kidding! And just trying to open some
of the fruits can be an adventure—even
dangerous. On more than one occasion 
we wondered, “How are we supposed 
to eat that?”  

Food in Thailand is really spicy. Our 
original nonexistent spice tolerance has
grown so that we now enjoy spice! We
can’t imagine food without it, but we can
look back with amusement and identify
with those who have not yet built their
tolerance—watch the tears flow! 

All things to all men. We changed
many of our personal customs to meet
the students on a level they could under-
stand, relate to and respect so as to 
better serve them while teaching God’s
way of life through example. We more
clearly understand now what Paul meant
by running the race and becoming all
things to all men (2 Timothy 4:1-7; 
1 Corinthians 9:19-27).

This is part of the service required of us 
in the commission of teaching the gospel
of the Kingdom of God. Giving in this envi-
ronment isn’t limited to material objects.
Sometimes it means giving up or chang-
ing parts of your personality to help
another person. But that’s the easy part.
What makes it so difficult and truly an
endurance race is that most of the time,

even with great sacrifice, humility and
effort to help people, these things are
done with very few immediate visible
results, and even less gratitude from the
people we are trying to help. At times it
seemed that we gave everything we had
to give, only to watch it be taken for
granted or unappreciated.  

We saw ourselves working hard and sac-
rificing our lives, but we failed to notice
others doing the same. We saw the
shortcomings in others before we were
ever able to see them in ourselves. And
when we did, we realized a little of what
God always sees in us. Seeing and
experiencing these things so personally
helped us to understand Christ’s life and

sacrifice for us and how He is taken for
granted by the very people He serves.  

In the end, we did see results. One stu-
dent who came speaking no English has
returned for a second year, able to com-
municate in a language she previously
didn’t understand. Another was baptized
over the school break. What makes this
type of project so rewarding and worth
serving is seeing all the hard work and
sacrifice pay off as God works with 
individuals in opening their minds 
to His way of life.

We both grew up in the Church and
were taught all our lives that Christ is 
the only one who will ever be able to
successfully fulfill everything that most
humanitarian efforts hope to accomplish.
And He will do it by establishing the
Kingdom of God on earth. In theory, we
already knew that mankind’s efforts alone
are not, and can never be, enough. In
serving at Legacy, we were able to inter-
nalize just how desperately every country
and every individual needs Christ’s 
leadership and example.  

Realizing that mankind’s efforts are futile 
is a difficult concept to internalize without
feeling overwhelmed and wanting to give
up. It’s easy to think that all of mankind’s
efforts are pointless. But we know that
God’s way is a truth worth teaching and a
humanitarian effort worth serving. Though
it can be overwhelming, we shouldn’t be
deterred from carrying out the commis-
sion Christ gave us to go and preach the

gospel to all nations. By doing this, there
will be others like us whose minds will be
opened, and who will continue to spread
the truth in years to come.

Service and opportunity. Our time to
strive for perfection is now. It is also our
time to be lights to the world. Along with
the difficulties, we have had some wonder-
ful opportunities to travel and experience
the vast cultures of mankind. We’ve seen
the most beautiful sunsets from white
sandy beaches in Malaysia and mountain-
sides in Thailand. Sunrises witnessed 
from the tops of ancient ruins in Cambodia
drive home the greatness and power 
of our God.  

Diving in a waterfall and swimming with
monks in Laos was worth the ear infec-
tion. We kayaked in the Andaman Sea
and marveled at the coral and marine life
few get to see. Hiking in the Himalayas
was an experience not to be forgotten.
The frustrations we endured as well as
the rewards we received while living and
teaching God’s way of life are tastes of
things we will experience in the future 
as servant leaders of God’s truth. VT

Heidi Hanisko and Bonnie Turner,
Ambassador Bible Center graduates, recently completed
humanitarian tours of service at Legacy Institute in Mae
Rim, Thailand.

Christ is the only one who will be able to successfully 
fulfill everything that most humanitarian efforts hope to accom-
plish. He will do it by establishing the Kingdom of God on earth.

Floating river market, Bangkok, Thailand.
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Serving at United Youth Camps is such a blessing
because I am able to facilitate the same fun, exhilarating
and spiritually rewarding environment that benefited me

so much as a camper just a few years ago. Camp is such a
unique opportunity to escape the normal rigors of work and
school and to make a difference in others’ lives. Camp also
changes my life and helps me to further develop as a Chris-
tian. Going to camp is truly a highlight of my
year and always leaves me wanting to return!

Mark Croft

There are two major reasons why I serve at the youth
camps. The first and most important reason is that I want
to help the youth of God’s Church. I want to be there for

them and help them learn—like my counselors did for me
when I was a camper. I want to see them grow and learn and
stay in God’s Church, and by serving at the camps I feel that
I am helping them in some way. I enjoy seeing the younger
people enjoying the way of life God wants us all to live and
working to make it into “the Zone.” The second reason I serve
at the youth camps is to meet new people and make new
friends. It is so hard to find good, truthful friends and meet
wonderful people like those at camp. Serving allows me to
become a better person and friend. Serving also helps me
stay close to God, and I feel that I am helping 
in some way with His master plan.

Stella Helterbrand

In the News
“Devil’s Highway” 
at a Dead End

For the past 77 years, U.S. Route
666—the sixth tributary off U.S. Route
66—has plagued some of the resi-
dents and businesses along this dusty
highway. June Merrett, owner of the
Anasazi Restaurant and Lounge, had
the doubly unfortunate address of “666
Route 666, Cortez, Colorado,” but 15
years ago she prevailed upon the offi-
cials at city hall to change the number
of her building to 640. “Why should we 
have the double devil?” she said in 
an interview with The New York Times.

While many of the residents along this

191-mile-long roadway say it’s just a
number, others are bothered by the
number’s association with the prophe-
sied satanic “beast” of Revelation who
will fight Jesus Christ at His second
coming. “Here is wisdom,” we read 
in Revelation 13:18. “Let him who has

understanding calculate the number 
of the beast, for it is the number 
of a man: His number is 666.”

Politicians in New Mexico, Colorado and
Utah–the three states Route 666 travels
through—petitioned the federal govern-
ment to change the highway’s number.
Route 666, the old “Devil’s Highway,”
has been changed to Route 491.

Now, if it were only as easy to remove
the influence of Satan from our society!
To learn more about the Beast, the
mysterious number 666 and the proph-
ecies of Revelation—prophecies that
may well come to pass in your lifetime
—be sure to read our free booklet 
The Book of Revelation Unveiled.  

—James Capo

The main reason I serve at camp is that I want our teens
to see and begin to understand that God’s Word and
His way aren’t just something to talk about at church.

They’re a way of life; they’re how you do what you do all the
other six days of the week as well. Having grown up in the
Church myself, I know what it’s like to be different from
everyone else at school. But it’s all worth it. The rewards of
obedience to God’s law are so much greater. If God can
work through me to help even one camper
inherit the desire to please Him, I’m ecstatic! 

Sara Hawk

Each year around 400 staff positions at United
Youth Camps are filled by volunteers, including many
young adults. United Youth Camps owe them a debt

of gratitude for their willing service. Here are a few responses
from young adults to the question of why they take the time off
from work or classes and volunteer their time to serve at camp.

I volunteer to serve at camp because I want to “give something
back.” I believe that attending as a camper in my teen years,
seeing and experiencing that God’s way does work, was one

of the factors that eventually led me to make the formal com-
mitment to that way. My hope is that I can now be an example
and a guide to the young people in the same way that the 
staff members were to me when I was a camper. The thought
that my actions could have an effect on choices that campers
make in the future makes serving an almost overwhelming
responsibility, but my weeks on the camp staff
have been among the most fulfilling of my life.

Kevin Blackston
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Have you ever felt like you were too young to serve? 
Do you ever feel that you have no important part in 
the Church? Do you think of adults as the only people

who serve at Church? Regrettably, some young people feel 
this way. 

Jesus Christ said that He came so that His followers (of all ages)
“may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly” (John
10:10). Christ’s followers are to live full and abundant lives. Does
serving have anything to do with living this “abundant life”? The
answer is a resounding “Yes!” 

Love = service to others. The key to understanding how to
live the “abundant life” is knowing the two great commandments—
“love the LORD your God” and “love your neighbor as yourself”
(Matthew 22:37-39). These two laws (which sum up God’s 
Ten Commandments) are the backbone of true Christian living.

But how do these laws transfer into an abundant way of life? The
basic answer is that God’s laws equal love. Love, in turn, means that
we are focused on others more than ourselves. To do this, we must
have the heart of a servant—focusing on raising others to their high-
est potential and making life easier and more pleasant for them. This

Continued on page 22

Many congregations find the average age of their membership ris-
ing. This means that service opportunities definitely exist for the
younger generation! So how can young people prepare to serve?

1. See God’s Church for what it is.
There may be some who think of the Church as a social club—
a place to have fun and hang out with their friends. They don’t
see it as much more than an activity center. 

While Church activities are a wonderful blessing, we must not
think of the Church as merely a place to attend activities. Those
who see the Church as merely a social club may end up leav-
ing the Church when they are older or when the activities
decrease. So what is the Church? 

2. The Church is an organization of people.
Since God doesn’t supernaturally do every job within the
Church, He works through physical human beings. God pro-
vides the instructions and the help but lets the people 

do the work! The apostle Paul referred to members in the
Philippian congregation as those who “labored” and “fellow

workers” (Philippians 4:3).

Some young people may think they are too young to do physi-
cal service for the Church. This is understandable—but definitely
not true! All through the Bible we see examples of young people
serving God in various ways.

3. Ask to serve!
If you have a desire to be more involved in the Church, the first
step is to ask for a responsibility. Tell your pastor that you would
like to become more actively involved at Church and ask for 
an opportunity to serve. Most pastors will be happy to find
something for you to do. 

In my local congregation, I started serving on our local audio-
visual crew when I was about 16 and am now responsible for
the video recording of church services at our congregation.
Other young people take care of the stage setup. They are at
services early every week to do that. 

4. Service isn’t for status.
Some people may think that you need a “position” or “title” to
serve. If we serve just to get “status” or a “title,” then we are
serving with the wrong attitude. 

This was a shortcoming of the Zebedee family. Mrs. Zebedee
asked that her sons (James and John) have official positions at
Christ’s right and left hand in the Kingdom (Matthew 20:21).
Christ corrected them saying, “The rulers of the Gentiles lord it
over them . . . Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever
desires to become great among you, let him be your servant”
(verses 25-26). Jesus does not say it is wrong to “desire to be
great.” He tells us that greatness is measured by how we serve. 

5. Service is rewarding.
Some think of service as something they have to do, so they
help others grudgingly. If we are truly service-minded people,
this won’t be our attitude. 

People who have served others know that serving gives a fulfill-
ment that can rarely be experienced anywhere else. Teens and
young adults who serve as staff at preteen camps experience
this firsthand as they talk to the kids on their level, escort children
to the bathroom in the middle of the night or even clean up the
mess of a sick camper. Although these things aren’t typically
described as fun, the staff comes back year after year!
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You’re Never
Too Young
to Serve!
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“You’re too young . . .” Most teens hear
these words quite often. “You’re too
young to drive,” “You’re too young to
drink,” “You’re too young to have a job,”
etc. But there is one thing that a young
person is never too young to do—serve! 
b y  E r i k  J o n e s



As high school and college
students return to their stud-
ies this fall, many will encounter

teachers advocating Charles Darwin’s the-
ory of evolution to explain how we humans
came to be. Although some schools may
permit the biblical account of creation 
to be taught as a competing theory, many
instructors will teach Darwin’s popular the-
ory as though it were a proven fact. If you
believe the Bible’s explanation that God
made human beings in His image, what
should you do? Are there any strategies for
dealing with teachers who require students
to learn Darwinism?

From the outset, it is important to under-
stand that proponents of Darwin’s theory
will often pit the Bible against science. Sci-
ence is described as the logical, intelligent,
rational choice because of its systematic
attention to observation and experimenta-
tion. The contrasting implication will be 
that the Bible’s account of creation is
merely a fable—an unprovable myth
generated by primitive peoples to
explain their existence. Some will sub-
tly, but mistakenly, imply that science
disproves the Bible.

Actually, between the Bible and Dar-
win’s theory, the evidence is decidedly
in the Bible’s favor. After Darwin’s death
in 1882, proponents of his theory
believed that over time evidence would
continue to be discovered affirming their
beliefs. For example, they believed that
fossil evidence would be discovered
showing the mutations that had changed
various animals into new species. But such
“missing link” fossils haven’t been discov-
ered. The flaws in Darwin’s theories, some
of which Darwin acknowledged himself,
remain. His theory has remained unproved
over the last hundred years.

During this same time, however, many
prominent scientists including Louis Pas-
teur (developer of pasteurization and vac-
cines for anthrax, chicken cholera and
rabies), Dr. Wernher von Braun (former
NASA director), Paul Lemoine (president 
of the Geological Society of France) and
Sir Ernst Chain (coholder of the 1945

Nobel Prize for isolating and purifying 
penicillin, as well as director of Rome’s
International Research Center for Chemical
Microbiology) have publicly attested to their
belief in a Creator and the failure of Darwin-
ism. Some of them have plainly stated that
Darwinism is impossible—that this theory 
is based on nonexistent evidence and is
incompatible with the scientific facts. Other
scientists have tried to support Darwinistic 

reasoning by offering new, equally 
unprovable theories. While the credibility 
of Darwin’s theory has languished at best,
the Bible’s credibility has been steadily
increasing. New archaeological discoveries
continue to confirm the Bible’s validity. 

Critics who claimed the Bible was filled
with fictionalized stories are systematically
being proven wrong as archaeologists
make discoveries confirming historical fig-
ures and cities previously known only from
the Bible. (If you would like to learn more
about archaeological discoveries confirm-
ing the Bible, read the series of articles
titled “Archaeology and the Bible” in past
issues of The Good News. The series may
also be downloaded in PDF format from

our Web site at www.ucg.org/booklets
under the heading “Not Available in Print
Format” in the upper right of the page.)

A popular argument. One of the most
popular arguments used to disprove the
Bible is the claim that scientific research
shows the earth to be millions of years old
while the biblical account says the earth 
is only 6,000 years old. Yet, under careful
scrutiny, this apparent discrepancy is easily
reconciled. 

Genesis 1:1-2 says, “In the beginning God
created the heavens and the earth. The
earth was without form, and void . . .” The
Hebrew phrase, “The earth was without
form, and void,” can be translated, “The
earth became formless and void.” Such 
a translation allows for a gap  in time
between verses 1 and 2 and permits the
earth to be much older than the 6,000
years of recorded human history described
in the remainder of the Bible. Interestingly,
this understanding has been noted by 
various biblical scholars for almost 2,000
years—long before Darwin’s theory of evo-
lution ever surfaced. (If you would like to

learn more about the validity of the Bible
and this explanation of the earth being
older than 6,000 years, request our free
booklet Is the Bible True?)

Defining evolution. Understanding 
various definitions of evolution can be
helpful to students facing Darwinism 
in their studies. It also explains why I’ve
used the term Darwinism in this article
instead of evolution. The word evolution
has many variations of meaning. While
many are familiar with its most common
meaning—the changing of simple life
forms to higher life forms as theorized 
by Charles Darwin—this word can also
refer to the process of change and 
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When people believe they are part of the
animal kingdom, they reject an extremely
important concept that gives humanity our
unique identity and destiny. 

When you believe God created the heavens and earth, what strategies can you
use when confronted with Charles Darwin’s theory of evolution?

b y  D a v i d  T r e y b i g

Darwinism in the Classroom



adaptation within a species or any pro-
gression of knowledge or understanding. 

The latter definitions of evolution are not in
conflict with the Bible. For example, due to
temporary environmental conditions such
as smog or pollution from burning coal,
one color of moths may become predomi-
nant (lighting conditions make one color of
moths easier for birds to see and the birds
eat more of that color). 

Another example would be bacteria and
drugs. Antibiotic drugs are designed to kill
or inhibit bad bacteria. But occasionally, 
a few bacteria cells are found to have an
immunity to the drug. When these bad
cells reproduce, they can be said to have
evolved into a drug-resistant strain. While
this limited form of evolution does occur, it
does not mean these bacteria will eventu-
ally become elephants or human beings.
They will always remain bacteria.

As our overall body of knowledge on a
variety of subjects continues to increase, it
is correct to say that our knowledge base
is evolving. Here again, this definition does
not prove Darwin’s theory regarding how
human beings came into existence.

The reason it is important to understand
these varied definitions is simply this:
When some scientists say evolution is a
proven fact, they are referring to these lat-
ter definitions. Honest scientists will admit
Charles Darwin’s theory is still an unproven
attempt to explain life without a Creator.

Why Darwinism lives on. When ratio-
nal human beings consider the intricacies

and perfect balance of nature in the world
around us, it seems strikingly obvious 
that all of this marvelous creation requires 
a creator. As King David put it, “The heav-
ens declare the glory of God; and the 
firmament shows His handiwork” (Psalm
19:1). In light of such physical evidence,
why does Darwinism survive? Why 
hasn’t it been discarded like other empty, 
inaccurate, failed theories?
The apostle Paul answers this question 
for us in Romans 1:20-22: “For since the
creation of the world His invisible attrib-
utes are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His
eternal power and Godhead, so that they
are without excuse, because, although
they knew God, they did not glorify Him
as God, nor were thankful, but became

futile in their thoughts, and their foolish
hearts were darkened. Professing to 
be wise, they became fools.”

This passage tells us that the basic reason
for rejecting the biblical account of creation
is because people reject God. Although
such people can appear intelligent and
understand many things, when it comes 
to acknowledging God their thinking is 
foolishly unsound. The Bible explains, 
“The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is 
no God’” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1).

When people believe they are part of the
animal kingdom, they reject an extremely
important concept that gives humanity our
unique identity and destiny. We are created
in the “image of God” (Genesis 1:26-27)
and have the opportunity to become His
children (John 1:12). We are called to
become part of the God Kingdom—not 

the animal kingdom. God’s whole purpose 

and plan for humanity is to give every
human being the opportunity to acknowl-
edge Him as creator (Psalm 14:2) and
receive eternal life (John 3:15-16) in His
family (Ephesians 3:14-15). 

The biographies of some proponents of
Darwinism clearly explain why they reject
God—they don’t want to be subject 
to God’s laws. They want to be free to 
do whatever they want to do—even act
like animals if they so choose. Such 
thinking leads to and promotes sexual
immorality, envy, murder, strife and hatred
of God, just to name a few items off a
long list of negative qualities generated 
by this kind of perspective (Romans 1:28-
31). By contrast, those who aspire to be
children of God practice righteousness 

(1 John 3:10), which means respecting
and living by God’s instructions.

Strategies for coping. Now that we
have reviewed a few of the fundamental
issues regarding Darwinism and the Bible,
what can a student who believes in God
do when he or she takes science classes
teaching Charles Darwin’s theory? What
strategies might one employ?

• Realize that you are studying a theory.
Theories are just attempts to explain some-
thing not clearly understood. Charles Dar-
win didn’t understand how human beings
came to exist. One can read his work and
study his arguments without agreeing with
them. On a test, one can write, “Charles
Darwin’s theory of evolution says . . .”

• It isn’t necessary for you to publicly
debate with your teachers or professors if
they believe in evolution. Through greater
experience, they usually have pat, but 
erroneous, arguments to make believers
appear ignorant. Remember, the Bible
reveals that those who reject God are the
foolish and ignorant (Psalm 14:1; Romans
1). If someone genuinely wants to know
what you believe regarding this issue, tell
them (1 Peter 3:15). But you don’t have 
to set yourself up for public ridicule.

• If you are asked to do additional
research on this subject, a number of pos-
sibilities emerge. You might want to read
Darwin’s book and draw special attention
to the areas where he acknowledges that
his theory may be flawed. Another possibil-
ity would be to do a book report on mater-
ial written against evolution (see “The Case
Against Evolution” on our Web site for 
a list of popular books written from this
perspective).

• Use this opportunity to strengthen your
relationship with God and your convictions
that He is our creator. Consider the ulti-
mate rewards of belief in Darwinism or
belief in God. In the former, when you’re
dead you’re dead, with no hope of living
again. With God, you have an opportunity
to live forever. VT

David Treybig is the managing editor of Vertical
Thought and pastors United Church of God congregations 
in St. Petersburg and Tampa, Florida.

For proof of God’s existence, be sure to
request your free copy of Life’s Ultimate
Question: Does God Exist? If you would
like to learn more about Darwinism and the
Bible, request Creation or Evolution: Does
It Really Matter What You Believe?

Realize that you are studying a theory. Theories are just
attempts to explain something not clearly understood.
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way of living has been described as the
way of “give” versus “get.” God created 
us and knows that His way will truly make
us happy and fulfilled now, and will have
never-ending rewards in the future.

With these principles in mind, we could
define service as: Giving your time and
energy to God by helping and caring for
others out of genuine love and concern 
for them. 

How young people can serve. But
how can a young person serve? Should we
go out and join the Peace Corps or move 
to Calcutta and feed starving children? 

We find the answer in Galatians 6:10:
“Therefore, as we have opportunity, let 
us do good to all, especially to those who
are of the household of faith.” A Christian’s
main area of concern should be serving
within the Church. Though it is commend-
able to get involved with serving the world
in various ways, our energies should first
be focused on helping and serving those
whom God has called to be firstfruits in this
age. Christ tells us that Christians will be
judged on how they served His “brethren”
(Matthew 25:40). In Matthew 12:48-50, 
we see that Christ’s brethren are those
who obey God. VT

Erik Jones is 20 years old and a student at the
University of Akron. He attends the United Church 
of God congregation in Akron, Ohio.

In the News
Study Finds Sexually
Active Teens More

Likely to Suffer Depression

According to a study published June
3, 2003, by the Heritage Foundation
(http://www.heritage.org/Research/
Family/cda0304.cfm), sexually active
teens are two to three times more likely
to suffer from depression than teens
who are not sexually active. Even 
more troubling, sexually active teens
are three to eight times more likely 
to attempt suicide.

Nearly two thirds of sexually active
teenagers express regrets about having
sex too early. This suggests, say the
authors of the study, “that early sexual
activity leads to emotional stress and
reduces teen happiness.” But some
point out that teens who face depres-
sion first are then more likely to become 

sexually active as a way to find emo-
tional or physical happiness, so a sim-
ple cause-and-effect relationship is
hard to establish. But whichever is the
causing factor, the depression and the
continued sexual activity seem to “feed”

each other in an unhealthy cycle.

God’s Word reveals the way to peace
of mind and true happiness. He
reveals that sex within marriage is a
source of great joy, but outside mar-
riage it is sin and leads to emptiness
and guilt. When we decide to live in
accordance with God’s laws, we begin
to walk a path that leads to happiness
and true peace. 

If you struggle with sexual sin, guilt 
or depression, be sure to speak to a
trusted, spiritually mature counselor—
a pastor, parent or minister—who can
help encourage you and guide you 
into a strong and healthy relationship
with God, whose desire is that you
should “have life, and . . . have it more
abundantly” (John 10:10). 

“In the News” items are compiled by James Capo, a
husband and father and pastor of United Church of God
congregations in Tucson and Sierra Vista, Arizona, and
United Youth Camp director for Camp Hye Sierra, California.Sexually active teens are more likely to suffer

emotional stress and depression.
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Never Too Young

Q. I have been in the Church all of my life. How
will I know if I am “called”? Or am I already “called”?

A.After hearing the apostle Peter’s sermon on the Day of
Pentecost in Acts 2, many people asked him what they should do. He

answered, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name
of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the

Holy Spirit. For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all who are afar off,
as many as the Lord our God will call” (verses 38-39).

In this passage, we see that God calls people to Himself, expecting them to repent and be bap-
tized in order to become part of His family. Realizing that people cannot come to God until they are
called (John 6:44), we naturally wonder about the children of those who answer God’s call. The
passage in Acts 2:39 answers this question. Children of true Christians are also extended the
promise of receiving the Holy Spirit if they repent. Because this calling, or invitation to have a rela-
tionship with God, is offered to these children, they are called “holy” in 1 Corinthians 7:14. Of
course, young people must choose to respond to the calling they receive through their parents.
God will not force anyone to respond. If you’d like to study this subject in greater depth, we sug-
gest you read the United Church of God study paper, “Are Our Children Called Now?” It’s available
at http://www.ucg.org/papers.

If you have a question, e-mail us at info@verticalthought.org

Continued from page 19
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The following questions and answers represent issues of 
interest to young people who want sound biblical advice.



volunteer today if civilization is all but
doomed in this age?” Christ told His disci-
ples that man’s present civilization will
continue to get worse. In Matthew 24, 
He said of the world we live in, “For then
there will be great tribulation, such as has
not been since the beginning of the world
until this time, no, nor ever shall be. And
unless those days were shortened, no
flesh would be saved . . .” (verses 21-22). 

These are pretty bleak words! Yet,
despite these dire predictions of the
future, we should not forget that serving
the needs of the despondent of this
world is a very worthy cause. Whether 

it be in our neighborhood or a remote
developing country, doing good, one 
act at a time, one person at a time, is an
important part of being a light in a world
of darkness and preparing for a greater
cause in the future.

Making a permanent difference.
Help as we may, we won’t be able to
make a permanent difference in the 
massive humanitarian needs of today—
starvation, homelessness, war, poverty
and disease. In fact, not even all the
efforts of all nations combined could pro-
vide the lasting answer to the daunting
plight of humanity. God, however, does
have plans to permanently answer these
needs. And unlike man’s noble efforts
that are limited to food, clothing, medical
supplies and education, God’s plan is 
different. It not only includes meeting 
the physical needs of people, but more
importantly involves a fundamental
change in the human heart and mind that
these other humanitarian institutions are
just not able to accomplish.

While getting involved in serving the
needs of others is an important part 
of our lives as Christians, the “ultimate
humanitarian cause” is the work of God,
not men. God is working through human
beings now—those whom He has called.
And through His Church, He is preparing
a people who will display the kind of
humble, serving leadership that Christ

taught and exemplified in His life.

God’s Word speaks of a new government
that will have an impact on this entire world
through the leadership of Jesus Christ 
and those who are His students. This
“peace corps” of God, made up of con-
verted members of His family, will be able
to bring changes to this world that will 
ultimately eliminate the causes of human
tears and suffering (Revelation 21:4).

What should you do now? So should
you now join the Peace Corps? Or crawl
into a cave or mountain retreat and wait
for Jesus Christ to return? 

God tells us—young and old alike—
to live in this world and to be a light 

(Matthew 5:14-16). He desires us to
experience productive lives of learning,
giving and accomplishing. In Matthew
25:14-25, Jesus Christ told His parable
of the talents. In it He showed that we
should do something profitable with what
we have been given. For many young
people, the most precious commodity
you have is the spiritual knowledge of
God’s plan and purpose for mankind—a
plan that involves revamping civilization in
a way that will bring about true happiness
and peace for eternity.

The “greatest humanitarian cause” has
already started. It began with Jesus
Christ sacrificing His life for mankind and
continues in the work of His Church—a
work that is about teaching and preparing
a people. Use the knowledge God has
given you. Study God’s Word; draw close
to Him. Get involved in serving in your
local congregation and in local participa-
tion programs such as the newsstand
program. Help with preteen camps,
United Youth Camps and consider United
Youth Corps projects. All of these can 
be part of preparing for God’s Kingdom—
planting seeds of peace. Prepare now for
God’s “peace corps” of the future—the
ultimate answer to human suffering. VT

Doug Horchak is the chairman of the United Church
of God Youth Education Team and a member of the UCGIA
Council of Elders. He also pastors congregations in Dallas
and Sherman, Texas.

This “peace corps” of God, made up of converted
members of His family, will be able to bring
changes to this world that will ultimately eliminate
the causes of human tears and suffering.

Humanitarian
Continued from page 5
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Creation or evolution?
Biology professors 
and science teachers
seem to have the facts
and prestige on their
side. When they say
evolution is the answer
to how life began, who
is going to question

them? Where can you find the facts that back up the
biblical account and give reasonable, well-thought-out
answers to the origin and meaning of life? 
Creation or Evolution: Does It Really Matter 
What You Believe? and Life’s Ultimate Question:
Does God Exist? examine many scientific facts and
discoveries that point to one inescapable conclusion:
The Creator God, who has a purpose for you, exists!
Request your free copies online at either of the Web
addresses below or by writing to our office in your 
area of the world (see the list on page 23).
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Sometimes we have more material than we are

able to print. To see this information, simply go

to www.verticalthought.org. There you will

find supplemental material for the article “Dar-

winism in the Classroom,” which covers what

the fossil record really shows and lists many

recently published books refuting evolution.

You’ll also find interviews of Heather Kerestes

and Erika Pedersen, foreign exchange students

who spent time in Germany and France.

In addition to more information relating to the

current issue, you can:

• Read our past issues.

• Search the site for specific topics.

• Link to recommended resources.

• Sign up for e-mail alerts.

• Submit questions and receive personal
answers from our staff.

We encourage comments and suggestions via

e-mail. See the address on the site.S
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