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We’re given awesome glimpses of a promised world 
beyond today, 

The recreated paradise—which we’re invited to 
reclaim! 
It may feel far away to you and seems too difficult 
the way,

Forever young and powerful…would you regret the 
price you’ve paid? 

The path toward God’s Kingdom for two thousand 
years has been the same. 
Somewhere along this narrow way we all must 
somehow learn to reign. 

Where do we start and get the might to rule our 
lives as God would like?

Well, who’s the Way, the Truth, the Life? It’s our 
Savior—Jesus Christ! 

We learn to rule through the Messiah and we must 
follow Him to reign.

He knows the Devil’s tactics and by Word and 
Spirit—overcame! 

He knows the journey’s hardships and will help 
endure the pain and loss.

He will support you in your quest to live and rule 
forevermore. 

We’re given awesome glimpses of a promised world 
beyond today, 

The recreated paradise—in which by Jesus we can 
reign! 
Believe the Word and set your heart to be like 
Christ in every way,

And you shall rule not little things…but in God’s 
world beyond today!

 
Artur Aleksandrov is a member of from 

Tallinn, Estonia. He has a bachelor’s degree 
in music and enjoys performance arts, bad-

minton and speaking about God’s truth.

3. Growing 
close to God

You can’t snowboard at summer camp. It’s hard 
to go tobogganing when the heat index is in 
the triple digits. Come to Winter Camp to 
experience these activities and others that 
no other UYC camps can offer. Frosty 
favorites such as winter survival, 
broomball, tubing and more 
will return. Camp classics 
including swing dancing, 
team building and the 
Amazing Race will be 
there. What more 
fun activities 
could you 
ask for!

Start the day off 
right with a compass 

check message alongside 
breakfast. Campers can 

retreat to the warm indoors 
for an interactive Bible class, 

one of the scheduled activities. The 
Sabbath is full of opportunities to learn 

about God, including a mid-morning Bible 
seminar, hymn sing and Sabbath services. 

Campers of all ages will have the chance 
to participate in a question-and-an-

swer session with ministers and 
other staff. This is all on top of 

daily Christian living and dis-
cussions with dorm par-

ents. Learn how to “Be 
Like Our Heavenly 

Father” at Winter 
Camp.

Camp is 
always a blast—
you know it’s going 
to be good! Between 
the terrific and challeng-
ing activities, friendly envi-
ronment of the Zone and daily 
instruction in God’s way, what 
more could you ask for? Returning 
campers already know the fun 
and excitement. Don’t be 
afraid to try something 
new and experience it 
for the first time! 
Take a week this 
year and join 
us at Winter 
Camp.

Winter Camp boasts a surplus of social events 
for you to meet and re-meet other teens in 

God’s Church. Get acquainted from the 
get-go with a game of bunco. Enjoy air 

hockey, foosball and ping pong in the 
game room. Tear it up on the dance 

floor with not one but two 
camp-wide dances. Winter 

Camp draws teens from 
all across America and 

beyond! Don’t miss 
out on this fantas-

tic fellowship 
opportunity.

4. Come on, 
it’s camp!

4 Things to Love About Winter Camp
Wondering what to do with yourself over two full weeks of winter break? Is Winter Family Weekend not long enough for your tastes in fellowship and fun? Do 
you want to do something you’ve never done before and embark on the adventure of a lifetime? Join us in East Troy, Wisconsin, for the unforgettable experi-

ence that is Winter Camp. Here are four things you’ll love about Winter Camp:

e hope you’ll enjoy this 
second issue of Compass 
Check. Copies of the first 
issue of Compass Check 
were distributed at the 
five UYC summer camps 

in June and July, but beginning with this issue, 
all United teens, ages 12-19, should receive their 
personal copies in the mail. If you know of any 
teen in your congregation who does not receive 
this copy, please have the person e-mail me (see 
below).

Our lead article is about the upcoming Holy 
Days of God, written by the gentlemen who 
actually originated the idea of a magazine writ-
ten expressly for teens, Roy Holladay. Last winter 
Mr. Holladay approved the launching of Compass 
Check magazine, and we value his guiding hand. 

We also have articles that cover a variety 
of topics, all written with you in mind. We 
requested input from you at the five summer 
camps, and one thing that came in loud and clear 
was to keep our articles written for you as a teen, 
and we promise to do just that.

I want to know what topics you want cov-
ered in Compass Check so e-mail me at compass-
check@ucg.org. We’re here to serve you.

Happy reading, and I hope you have a very 
profitable Feast of Tabernacles wherever you 
attend.

Steve Nutzman
Managing editor
compasscheck@ucg.org

W
Hello

2. Friends and fellowship1. Activities like no other camp

Kevin Greer attends the United Church of God with 
the Kalamazoo, Michigan, congregation. 

In his spare time, he enjoys music, 
movies, mathematics and 

fellowshipping with 
family and 

friends.

a poem by Artur Aleksandrov

To the World Beyond Today

32

mailto:compasscheck@ucg.org
mailto:compasscheck@ucg.org
mailto:compasscheck@ucg.org


969 years
(age of Methuselah 

when he died)

very year the youth of the Church 
who attend summer camp are 
immediately immersed in the 
Zone. The Zone is a safe place to 
learn and practice God’s way. It 
is a preview of the way the world 

will be in the future when the Kingdom 
of God is established on earth. In the 
Millennium, there will be worldwide peace 
and safety. Every person will be exposed to 
the godly way of life that produces happi-
ness and joy.

Have you ever stopped to think that 
the millennial period will also be a pre-
view of the eternal Kingdom of God that 
will rule the universe forever (2 Peter 1:11)? 
The ultimate reason you are alive is that 
God wants to share His level of existence 
with you forever. A simple research on the 
Internet concerning the question “do you 
want to live forever?” reveals that many 
people don’t! And really, why would they 
want to live forever in a world constantly 
bombarded by war, crime, murder, vio-
lence, divorce, disease, sickness, pain and 
suffering—just to name a few problems that 
face the human race? Why would someone 
who is paralyzed by a terrible automobile 
wreck want to live forever without the abil-
ity to walk? Would any of us want to see 
our loved ones suffer forever? Naturally, we 
wouldn’t. That’s why:

Living in the flesh forever will not 
work

Living forever can only succeed on a 
spiritual level. Hebrews 2:10 explains that 
God’s eternal purpose is to “bring many 
sons to glory.” God will elevate humans 

from their physical existence to His spir-
itual level through the resurrection. 1 
Corinthians 15:42-54 tells us that in the 
resurrection we will be given a glorified 
spirit body that is incorruptible. Notice 
verses 42-44: “So also is the resurrection 
of the dead. The body is sown in corrup-
tion, it is raised in incorruption. It is sown 
in dishonor, it is raised in glory. It is sown 
in weakness, it is raised in power. It is 
sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual 
body. There is a natural body, and there 
is a spiritual body” (emphasis added). An 
incorruptible body means that you will no 
longer have to experience the wear, waste, 
and eventual death that characterize your 
physical body now.

The problems you face as a physical 
human being will disappear as a 
member of God’s family

You will no longer suffer or experi-
ence pain. Notice how the apostle John 
expressed the future in Revelation 21:4-5: 
“And God will wipe away every tear from 
their eyes; there shall be no more death, 
nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be 
no more pain, for the former things have 
passed away. Then He who sat on the 
throne said, ‘Behold, I make all things 
new.’” When your physical body has “passed 
away,” you will no longer have to worry 
about suffering or pain, death or sorrow.

Does spirit life mean that you will 
no longer have fun, enjoy life, or 
experience pleasure?

Your quality of life will be elevated to a 
much higher level of enjoyment as a spirit 

EEE

Compass Check
Pointing Your Spiritual Compass to God

Do You Want To LiveForever?Forever?Forever?

79 years 
(avg. length 

of life in U.S.)

122 years
(years oldest person  

recorded in modern age lived)

175 years
(age of Abraham 

when he died)

464 years
(age of Eber 

when he died)

600 years
(age of Shem 

when he died)

239 years
(age of Peleg 

when he died)
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“How do I receive the 
Holy Spirit at baptism?”

he apostle Peter summed it up in Acts 2:38: 
“Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in 
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; 
and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”

So there’s a process here. First he says to 
“repent.” Repenting is a process in which God 

leads a person to a deep desire to turn over their entire life 
to God. It means a change of not only your mind but your 
heart as well. It is realizing that you have sin in your life, 
that you are deeply sorrowful about those sins, and then 
deciding to turn your life over to God for the rest of your 
life. Sin comes when we break God’s laws (1 John 3:4). 
True godly repentance can come only from God as a gift 
to the person. We cannot “work” up repentance ourselves. 
Repentance is not a temporary regret over something we 
did or a thought that bothers us. Repentance is not a one-
time event—it’s actually a way of life. Being baptized means 
you are inviting God to live in you so He can help you 
make this life-long change.

After you take that first step of repentance, then 
comes baptism. Being fully submersed in water makes 
for a powerful metaphor: You’re burying the old you in a 
watery grave; the new you, who comes up out of the water, 
is a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17). After you come up 
out of the water, an ordained minister of Jesus Christ lays 
hands on you and prays for God to give you His Holy Spirit 
(Acts 8:14-17). God gives it to you then—and no, it doesn’t 
come down like a dove or with tongues of fire. You proba-
bly won’t feel dramatically different after you come out of 
the water. You can know you have received it because, first, 
God promises to give it to you when you repent. If you 
believe in the promise of God and then follow-up by doing 
what God says, that is the simple definition of faith. It is in 
faith that you follow the steps outlined and repent of your 
sins. Secondly, you can know you have received the Holy 
Spirit because you will see spiritual growth in yourself as 
time goes on.

Once you have the Holy Spirit, you have access to 
something incredible: the very power and essence of God. 
It is a spirit of “power, of love, and of a sound mind” (2 

Timothy 1:7). The power of God is what you can draw 
on to make bold and dramatic decisions in your life. The 
love of God is what you can draw on to let go of the hurts 
caused you by others, and to love them back. And the 
sound mind of God is what you can draw on to be calm, 
disciplined and unafraid in the face of the greatest, most 
challenging trials of life. With God’s Spirit, you can lean on 
God to help you beat back the negativity of the world, to 
shoulder the worst disappointments, to continue on in the 
face of withering sorrow, and to destroy the hatred of Satan.

Notice that I said that with God’s Spirit, you can do 
all those things. Receiving it does not make you perfect. It 
does not pave the road of life with gold. If you think about 
all the people you know in God’s Church who have been 
baptized, there are no doubt people who come to mind 
who have done things wrong; or who have hurt you; or 
who are mean. Everybody is fighting a hard battle. Nobody 
is perfect. We all make mistakes. But leading a life of repen-
tance means we can and should depend on the power of 
the transforming Spirit of God every single day to acknowl-
edge those mistakes and then to help us fix them.

If you are thinking about baptism, talk to your par-
ents, grandparents, the adults in the congregation you 
attend, the elders there and the pastor about it. One 
of the ministers can give you good counsel on it and 
guide you through the process of deciding when the 
time is right for you to accept God’s gift of salvation by 
becoming baptized. The United Church of God also 
has a helpful booklet on the subject called Transforming 
Your Life: The Process of Conversion, which you can 
find online at www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/
transforming-your-life-the-process-of-conversion.

T

Question:

being. Psalm 16:11 leaps out of the pages of your Bible 
with these words: “You will show me the path of life; 
In Your presence is fullness of joy; at Your right hand 
are pleasures forevermore.” Eternal life as a spirit being 
means that you will experience greater joy than you have 
ever experienced as a physical being. In our physical 
lives, we may be happy and/or joyful for periods of time. 
But there are also times of sadness and sorrow as well.  
Imagine a time when you will be full of joy that literally 
never ends. God is the most joyful being in the universe, 
and He wants to share His excitement with us. God also 
enjoys pleasures far beyond our comprehension. There 
will be no end to the pleasures that we will experience 
when we are part of His family.

Since you will never die, you can develop 
friendships that will last for eternity

As a spirit being, you will have the opportunity to get 
to know billions of other God-family members and to 
remember all of their names, interest, talents and skills. 
David describes God as one who laughs. You may never 
have thought of Him in that way before, but as a member 
of God’s family, you will also be able to laugh and enjoy 
amusing situations. Psalm 149:5 depicts a time in the 
future when the family of God will “be joyful in glory; let 
them sing aloud on their beds.” Again God reveals that 
you will be joyful, and you will be able to sing. Many of 
you already have musical skills and talents. But God will 
enrich your talent and ability, and you will be able to 
sing forever. Music will be uplifting and beautiful in the 
Kingdom of God.

You will experience God’s love, emanating from 
every member of the family of God

Galatians 5:22-23 lists the fruit (results) of having 
God’s Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is God’s power. It is 
what makes up His essence. It’s what He is composed 
of. Notice what God is like: “But the fruit of the Spirit is 
love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, faith-
fulness, gentleness, self-control.” Why would you want 
to live forever? Because God is love—it is the very core 
of His nature. Hatred, envy, jealousy, animosity, put-
downs, and pride will no longer motivate the human 
family, once we are made immortal. As a spirit being, 

you will be motivated by godly love for 
everyone. How would you like to live in 
a world that is motivated by love, joy and 
peace? Where everyone is inspired by 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentle-
ness and self-control?

Why would you want to live 
forever?

Because you will be able to experi-
ence a new world, where everyone will 
practice the way of giving, helping and 
serving! The former (physical realm) will 
pass away and all things will be made 
new. Life will be elevated to the high-
est possible plane of existence. Every 
moment will be filled with excitement, 
adventure, creativity, planning, and 
will overflow with joy, pleasure and 
fulfillment.

When you attend the Feast of 
Tabernacles this year, remember that it 
is a preview of the way the world will be 
in the future, when the Kingdom of God 
is established on earth. God has given 
you an annual reminder of what life will 
be like in the Millennium, and for all 
eternity. It will be an exciting life, beyond 
your wildest dreams. Don’t forget that 
eternal life is a gift that God wants to 
give to you. As John 3:16 says, “For God 
so loved the world that He gave His only 
begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life.”

Roy Holladay is operation manager of 
Ministerial and Member Services at the 

home office in Cincinnati. He and his 
wife Norma have served for many years 

in God’s Church. roy_holladay@ucg.org

Mitchell Moss is the designer of Compass 
Check. He lives in Cincinnati, Ohio,  

and loves photography, design and 
#menswear. mitch_moss@ucg.org

Photo: Dmitry Fisher/Thinkstock
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hen I was really young, in the early 
1990s, a young rapper named Will 
Smith had a hit song on the radio 
called “Parents Just Don’t Understand.” 
Slightly changed, it became the theme 
song of the television show where he 

got his break as an actor, The Fresh Prince of Bel-Air.
Apparently, the overprotective parents por-

trayed in his song struck a chord with many people. 
More than 20 years later, the song and what it talks 
about are still relevant to many teens.

Let’s look into this subject.

Learning to Fly
Some parents may seem to their teen to be 

overprotective because they feel responsible for 
what happens to their teen and fear he or she will 
get into trouble. This is normal for parents and 
understandable. Parents love their children so they 
want to protect them. Parents are concerned about 
their teen’s friends and the kind of activities that 
will be taking place. It may also appear that some 
parents never allow their teen to “test their wings” 
by allowing them to venture out as they grow up.

Teens, as you approach adulthood, you nat-
urally want to be respected as adults and enjoy 
increasing freedom as you face adult responsi-
bilities. Why not have a talk with your parents to 
express this to them? They care for you deeply and 
desire to work with you as you go through your 

W

important young adult years. Respectful 
communication is the key for all concerned.

The dynamics between parents who 
want to hold on, and teens who want them 
to let go, create challenges that can last well 
into adulthood. It doesn’t have to be this 
way!

Respect: everybody deserves it
Here is a basic reminder to teens from 

the apostle Paul about the relationship 
between parents and children: “Children, 
obey your parents in the Lord, for this 
is right. ‘Honor your father and mother,’ 
which is the first commandment with 
promise: that it may be well with you and 
you may live long on the earth. And you, 
fathers, do not provoke your children to 
wrath, but bring them up in the training 
and admonition of the Lord” (Ephesians 
6:1-4).

What did we just read? Both parents 
and their children, including teens, have 
mutual responsibilities to each other based 
on respect for each other. This is the heart 
of the problem between what could be per-
ceived as overprotective parents and over-
protected teens!

Parents have the responsibility to raise 
godly children, who grow to maturity and 
show obedience to God. They must not 
provoke or frustrate those children, or try 
to hold on for too long or too tightly.

Teens need to grow up with respect 
for their parents because all of us, no mat-
ter our age, are children of our Heavenly 
Father and never grow out of respecting 
and honoring Him. When someone shows 
respect to his or her parent, this shows 
respect to God.

Parents often do not feel respected and 
honored. They often feel their children are 
putting themselves in danger and do not 
know the consequences of their behavior.

Teens, on the other hand, can feel sti-
fled by their parents and do not feel that 
they are treated with the respect due some-
one approaching adulthood.

When there is a lack of respectful, open 

communication and trust, it’s easy for a 
relationship to turn sour and cause hurt 
and resentment over what others have said 
or done.

Disrespected parents may respond by 
limiting the freedoms and privileges given 
to their children, and disrespected teens 
may do exactly what their anxious parents 
most fear. Then both are hurt and disap-
pointed by it.

Solutions
• Respect and honor your parents. 
Recognize they are looking out for you 
and your well-being.
• Do your part to build open communi-
cation and trust. Speak openly and hon-
estly to your parents about your concerns 
and wishes.
• Show yourself worthy of respect and 
freedom in ways that are appropriate 
with your good character and growing 
maturity.
• Be involved in the Church family, and 
your parents will appreciate this growth 
that they see in you. Then they can feel 
confident in gradually and safely letting 
go.

Having what can be perceived as over-
protective parents is not a new problem 
for teens. Both teens and parents want 
respectful and trusting relationships with 
each other.

By focusing on our common goals to 
follow God and get along, we can relate 
to each other better. Open, honest and 
kind communication is something we will 
always need with the people we deal with 
in life.

What to Do When You Have  
Overprotective Parents

Nathan Albright is a 2004 ABC graduate 
who attends the Portland,Oregon, 
congregation. He keeps busy with 

work, writing and service in his 
local congregation. 

nathanbalbright@yahoo.com
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y friend was angry again. Her min-
ister had slipped up, saying some 
hurtful things. She didn’t appreciate 
it, feeling frustrated that he would 
say something so hurtful. I consoled 
her, to the best of my ability, over the 

phone and with text messages. She was having increased 
conflicts with her parents as well. I understood her frustra-
tion because I’ve had disagreements with my parents too. 
Growing up, things don’t always seem fair. It can feel like 
different rules apply to you than to your parents, siblings, 
and other Church members.

Are these examples of hypocrisy? Hypocrisy is saying 
you believe something but then doing the opposite. It’s a 
strong word and very difficult to experience. If we’re called 
to be perfect, why is there hypocrisy in God’s Church? 
How does God feel about hypocrisy? How can you better 
handle situations that seem hypocritical?

God uses imperfect people
We are called to be followers of Jesus Christ, the per-

fect Son of God. It seems logical that since we are called 
to become perfect, the Church of God should be free of 
hypocrisy and imperfections (Hebrews 6:1). Right?

Wrong.  The Bible reveals the truth. Do you think a 
biblical hero, like King David of Israel, was guilty of being 
a hypocrite? He was one of Israel’s first kings, composed 
many of the Bible’s Psalms and was certainly a righteous 
man. God calls David a man after His own heart (1 Samuel 

13:14 and Acts 13:22). But David was an adulterer who, 
in an attempt to cover up his sin, committed murder. 
According to 2 Samuel 11, David’s actions displeased God. 
After the prophet Nathan confronted him, David repented 
of his sin (Psalm 51), which is why God calls him a man 
after His own heart.

Now, pause to reflect on your own life. Hopefully, you 
consider yourself a member of God’s Church. No doubt 
there’s an area in your life where you’re still growing and 
faults you’re still working to overcome. Does that mean, 
since you have imperfections, you’re not a part of God’s 
Church? Absolutely not!

Realize the basic truth that God uses imperfect people 
and has done so since the time of Adam and Eve. There 
has been no perfect human being—except for the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ. Every member of God’s Church has 
faults that they’re working to overcome (Romans 3:23). By 
no means does this excuse the transgressions, including 
hypocrisy, we all commit from time to time. If anything, 
it should motivate us to run closer to our loving Father, 
who works with us with patience and mercy to overcome 
sin. There is hypocrisy in God’s Church because it is made 
up of weak human beings, working to reach our goal in 
His Kingdom and receive the reward of eternal life. That’s 
something we should be deeply thankful for everyday.

God’s advice in hypocritical situations
Does seeing hypocrisy in the Church of God discour-

age you from attending services?  Could it even cause you 

to lose faith in God? If you mishandle it, yes—and that 
is exactly what Satan wants! Satan tempts us to sin, and 
wants to draw as many people as he can away from God. 
Your mission, should you choose to accept it, is to recog-
nize and defeat Satan’s evil tactics. In light of this, let’s take 
a look at what God has to say about handling hypocritical 
situations.

In a beautiful, comedic comparison, Jesus gives us 
a foundational principle on how to view other people’s 
faults. He says: “And why worry about a speck in your 
friend’s eye when you have a log in your own? How can 
you think of saying to your friend, ‘Let me help you get 
rid of that speck in your eye,’ when you can’t see past the 
log in your own eye?  Hypocrite! First get rid of the log in 
your own eye, then you will see well enough to deal with 
the speck in your friend’s eye” (Matthew 7:3-5, New Living 
Translation).

Many times we tend to blow other people’s mistakes 
out of proportion but overlook our own. Again, this is not 
to say that the other person is totally in the right, but take 
a step back, calm down, and reevaluate the situation from 
multiple perspectives. Don’t be quick to judge the faults of 
others.

In the same sermon, Christ reminds us to pray for our 
enemies (Matthew 5:44).  Hopefully, no one in the Church 
is your enemy, but hypocrisy can create sharp conflicts 
very quickly. Talk to God about how you feel. Ask Him 
to help you and the other individual—whether it’s your 
parent, pastor, friend, or anyone—see eye-to-eye again, 

working with you and your friend to resolve the issue.
Solomon wrote: “A fool vents all his feelings, but a 

wise man holds them back” (Proverbs 29:11). It’s very easy 
to grow angry towards someone who is being hypocritical. 
But wouldn’t anger only escalate the conflict, potentially 
destroying your relationship? Even the simplest of social 
situations can be easily misunderstood. It would be better 
to wait, confirming what is true, rather than losing your 
temper over nothing.

In conclusion, God’s Church consists of imperfect 
people. Hypocrisy exists because even though we do our 
best to follow God’s law, we fall short as imperfect human 
beings.  In these difficult situations, be careful in drawing 
conclusions about people’s faults. Pray, asking God to help 
all parties to work out the situation successfully, with-
out resorting to hasty, emotional outbursts that can only 
produce hurt. You, and anyone, can still serve God as a 
unique and powerful member of His Church, even in spite 
of hypocrisy.

by Kevin Greer
kevingreer3@yahoo.com
Artwork elements: man_kukuku/Thinkstock
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Can you trust Hollywood   to get the story straight?
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ow much does Hollywood influ-
ence your view of the Bible? As 
you know, movies are a powerful 
visual way of telling stories, but 
what happens when movies show 
an entirely different view of bibli-
cal events?

The past few years have brought us a number of 
film adaptations of young adult novels. Stories such 
as The Fault in Our Stars and The Hobbit have made 
billions for movie studios, but as many fans of the 
original novels have frequently noticed, the book is 
always better than the movie.

During this same time period a number of film 
adaptations of biblical stories have been made, such 
as Noah; Exodus: Gods and Kings; Son of Man; and 
the list goes on. But each time Hollywood has tack-
led these incredible Bible stories, they have failed 
miserably.

So why does Hollywood keep getting it wrong 
time and time again?

1. A bias against biblical accuracy
Hollywood is in business to do one thing—sell 

movie tickets.
Today’s blockbuster movies are a complex bal-

ance of story, characters, action and special effects. 
They tend to be more heavily weighted towards 
action and special effects (especially in the 3D era), 
and, as a result, the story and characters are “just 
along for the ride.” Directors take artistic license to 
make the story and its characters fit their vision of 
what a movie should look like.

But when you’re dealing with source material 
like the Bible, there’s more to it than visual effects. 
It’s extremely important that you get it right!

All Scripture is inspired or “God breathed.” In 
other words, it has been given to mankind by God 
for a number of purposes—for teaching, correction 

and much more (2 Timothy 3:16). It’s our instruc-
tion manual for life. We are to model our lives after 
its words.

Many in Hollywood reject the authority of God 
and the Bible in their lives, and as a result they don’t 
accept the accounts as they were written. They 
see the Bible as a work of fiction. Ridley Scott, the 
director of Exodus: Gods and Kings, changed the dra-
matic scene where God parts the waters of the Red 
Sea because:

“You can’t just do a giant parting, with walls 
of water trembling while people ride between 
them,” says Scott, who remembers scoffing at 
biblical epics from his boyhood like the 1956 The 
Ten Commandments” (“How Ridley Scott Looked 
to Science—not Miracles—to Part the Red Sea 
in ‘Exodus: Gods and Kings,’ Sara Vilkomerson, 
Entertainment Weekly, Oct. 23, 2014).

In Scott’s interpretation, an earthquake caused 
the water to recede, hundreds of thousands of peo-
ple crossed on semi-dry land, and the Egyptians are 
wiped out by a tsunami. This scenario, as played out 
in the movie, is scientifically impossible, yet Scott 
feels that his “scientific” mythology is more plausi-
ble than the Bible.

Many writers, producers, directors and actors 
aren’t interested in portraying the Bible as histor-
ically accurate. They are not even satisfied with 
changing a few biblical details in order to create 
story flow. Instead, they are motivated to change 
the true biblical narrative. They want to redefine 
the meaning of the biblical text. They are acting as 
modern theologians, interpreting the Bible to fit 
their preconceived ideas. There is a general refusal 
among those in Hollywood to accept the Bible as 
fact. Movies based on biblical stories are embellished 
to make the story “more interesting” or to otherwise 
reduce the role that God plays, in order to satisfy 
their incorrect worldview. Admission of the truth 

H
of the Bible and its inspiration would require an 
acknowledgement of God as the authority in their 
lives, and that is something that Hollywood as a 
whole will not accept.

2. A bias against God
In the 2014 film Noah, starring Russell Crowe, 

we find a clear bias against God. Darren Aronofsky, 
the director of the film, didn’t bother to hide his 
disdain for the God of the Bible. He called Noah the 
“least biblical” biblical film ever made.

In the 1950s and 60s, the last era when a large 
number of biblical movies were produced, God 
was off-screen. He was mysterious, and He worked 
through miraculous events. These movies did not 
necessarily help people to understand or get to 
know God, but at least they had a glimpse of His 
nature and saw that He was a God of goodness.

More recently, God is portrayed as unpredict-
able, harsh and incapable of love. The reasons for 
God’s actions are not always communicated in the 
biblical story, and as a result, many interpret His 
actions in a negative light.

Yet the Bible tells us that God is the most loving 
Being in the Universe! “Whoever does not love does 
not know God, because God is love. This is how 
God showed his love among us: He sent his one and 
only Son into the world that we might live through 
him” (1 John 4:8-10).

Additionally, we see that God does not want 
anyone to perish but desires all of mankind to come 
to repentance (2 Peter 3:9). These realities of God’s 
nature contradict the picture often painted by 
Hollywood.

3. The Bible is interpreted through the lens 
of modern secular culture

Modern culture is increasingly agnostic. Many 
are skeptics, doubting the existence of a Creator. 

As a result, the words of the Bible are often seen 
through this skeptical lens of modern culture, and 
its truth is questioned.

We have to let the Bible speak for itself. It’s 
either the Word of God, or it isn’t. The majority of 
those in Hollywood believe that it isn’t. As such, 
they have no choice but to interpret what they read 
in the Bible through this secular lens. That means 
that the chances of Hollywood producing a movie 
that is biblically accurate are about zero. There 
will always be different interpretations of biblical 
events, because Hollywood cannot and will not 
believe in its accuracy.

So what does this mean for us?
Should we support the Hollywood versions of 

biblical films with our hard-earned money? Is there 
a danger in encouraging these film interpretations 
by making them profitable to the film companies? 
That’s a question that each person must answer for 
him or herself after some serious thought.

The danger in movies like Noah and Exodus: 
Gods and Kings is that they’re being put before an 
audience of people who don’t know their Bibles. 
They are more willing to believe what they see, 
true or not, because they do not have the back-
ground or biblical understanding to recognize it as 
error. Thankfully, we have been blessed with God’s 
truth, and we can discern between that truth and 
falsehood.

As with most book adaptations, the book is 
always better than the movie. So if you want to 
know what really happened, read the Book!

Benjamin Light is an elder who lives in Salem, 
Oregon, with his wife Shannon and three 

children. He enjoys fishing, the outdoors and 
helping his wife with their little urban farm. 

benjaminlight@hotmail.com
This article is based on a Beyond Today script by Gary Petty.
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5 Things I Wish I Knew Before 
Graduating From High School

think it’s safe to say that we all find 
it difficult knowing what to do 
after high school. We are raised 
in a society revolving around 
a 12-year school program that 

unfortunately doesn’t fully prepare 
us for life ahead. If you are graduating 

from high school, you know exactly what 
I mean. This can be a very exciting time in your life. But 
along with excitement, it’s also daunting leaving old 
friends and stepping into the next phase of life.

I did many things right and some things not so well. 
But I did grow during this entire time in my life, and I 
did stay faithful to God, for which I am very thankful.

Here are some of the lessons I learned during this 
time in my life. I hope it’s of help to you.

1. Carefully choose your career path
“The prudent see danger and take refuge, but the sim-

ple keep going and pay the penalty” (Proverbs 22:3).
I started a bachelor of science in nursing (BSN) 

degree in college. It was somewhat of a sudden decision 
on my part, and I never thought deeply about what 
program I should go into. I took up nursing because 
a lot of my friends were taking it. Nurses were highly 
in demand, and I thought it was a perfect path for me. 
While I don’t fully regret my decision, I wish I had cho-
sen a degree that really fits my personality, attitude and 
passion.

For those who are interested in going to college, 
definitely pray about the direction your career might 
take you. I speak from experience in saying that it’s very 
upsetting to later realize that you don’t actually like the 
path you took. Changing the course along the way is 
not only discouraging, but it will also waste your time 
and money and delay your graduation. 

Another thing to consider is to not let other peo-
ple make the choice for you. Look for the career that 
you are passionate about. Think of that one thing that 

gives meaning to your life. Remember that your future 
job will make up a big part of your life. You will likely 
be spending 40 hours per week—close to 20 percent 
of your life—performing the work of your choice. So 
choose wisely. 

The most important thing you can do is get godly 
advice from others you trust. Rather than just following 
your heart, it’s best to ask God for guidance. Always 
pray for His will to be done and not just your own.

2. Carefully choose your friends
“Do not be led astray; bad companionships ruin good 

habits” (2 Corinthians 15:33).
Whether you go to work or enroll into a col-

lege, you will find yourself in a very different world. 
Remember to choose your friends wisely.

When I was a freshman in college, I was so eager to 
fit in. And in my desire to be accepted, I hung out with 
the wrong people. Eventually, I found myself spending 
many hours playing computer games and wasting a lot 
of time with my friends.

The people you spend most of your time with will 
eventually influence you. Friends can either make or 
break you. Choose friends that will make a positive 
impact in your life. Don’t be afraid to stand out and be 
different—God has called us to be different. This is the 
perfect opportunity for you to be a light to the world.

3. Be prepared to defend and stay true to your 
moral values

“But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always 
be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a rea-
son for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear” (1 
Peter 3:15).

There’s no doubt that this world’s educational 
system is built on the wrong foundation. If you found 
yourself defending your moral values in high school, 
your beliefs will be tested even more in college.

When I was a freshman, we were taught about the 

I
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theory of evolution. Looking back, I wish I knew 
how to defend my faith to my professor. But I 
merely listened to the professor while she explained 
the theory as if it was fact. People often live an 
immoral lifestyle in college. You need to make a 
stand, defend your faith and flee temptation. This 
can be done if you draw closer to God and study 
His Word.

4. Learn to balance education, personal time 
and God

“An intelligent heart acquires knowledge, and the 
ear of the wise seeks knowledge” (Proverbs 18:15).

My nursing program was very challenging. I 
was involved in all kinds of projects, memorization 
for tests and all kinds of various duties. I failed to 
realize many things I could’ve learned outside the 
walls of my classroom. I regret not being more 
active in order to help learn who I am as well as 
God’s purpose for me.

My advice for you is don’t limit yourself. While 
passing your classes is important, allow time in 
other areas of your life that you can improve on. 
Most importantly, never forget to put godly wis-
dom over worldly education. This means that your 
college course is just an “extra-curricular” activity 
compared to learning the Word of God. Knowing 
God still comes first.

5. College can be challenging but well worth it
“Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with all 

your might, for in the realm of the dead, where you 
are going, there is neither working nor planning nor 
knowledge nor wisdom” (Ecclesiastes 9:10).

There are a lot of challenges you will face 

during your college years, but don’t worry. These 
challenges are a sign that you are doing something 
that has value. It is better to study hard during your 
college years rather than suffer difficulties in the 
future. The hard work you put into your studies is 
an investment to a better and brighter future. You 
just need to learn the “art of delayed gratification.” 
Be willing to sacrifice your comfort today for a big-
ger reward tomorrow.

When all things are said and done, and you 
finally walk across the stage to get your diploma or 
certification, you can look back at the past few years 
and confidently say—“It was all worth it!”

Conclusion
In the final analysis—college is challenging and, 

at the same time, exciting. Just take it one step at 
a time. Undeniably, my four years in college were 
among the most exciting and life-changing chapters 
in my life. So live and enjoy it while you can. But 
don’t forget to always put God first in your life. You 
won’t regret that!

As of now, I am an online writer who special-
izes in marketing. This is far from the course I com-
pleted, but I am sure that it was God who led me to 
the job that I really love. Sometimes change can be 
good, but always remember, there will be no butter-
flies without change.
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Reader By-Line

If you would like to submit an article to the 
“Reader By-Line” section, e-mail your docu-
ment, preferably in Microsoft Word, to com-
passcheck@ucg.org. We can’t promise to print 
your article, but we would be happy to consider 
it. Please include your name, age, town and 
where you attend church. Contributors to this 
section must be ages 12-19, and articles should 
be fewer than 500 words.

We want your articles! If you 
want to write for this magazine, 
please send in submissions.
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Joshua Infantado is a member of the Davao, 
Philippines, congregation. He is a full-time 
freelance writer who specializes in Internet 

marketing. joshuainfantado@gmail.com
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Take a selfie with this magazine 
wherever you find yourself

Hashtag #ucgcompasscheck—we will 
choose our favorites to print in each issue!
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