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Making God Real – Part Va 
God’s Plan - The Passover 

(Family Study Guide)  
 

Memory Scripture:  Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
 
Objectives:  

• Describe sin, forgiveness, and reconciliation. 
• Explain how Passover shows God’s love for us. 
• Compare and contrast the Old Testament and New Testament Passover. 
• Explain why Passover is a necessary part of God’s plan. 

 
1. Review God’s Plan. 

a. What does God want?  He wants a family! 
i. To bring many sons to glory (Hebrews 2:9-11). 
ii. We are children of God (Romans 8:15-17). 

b. What steps does God provide for us to understand His plan of salvation  
(Definition: Salvation is the act of saving someone from sin or evil.) 

i. The Feasts of the Lord - The Holy Days (Leviticus 23). 
ii. His Law - The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20:1-17). 

 
2. What are sin, forgiveness, and reconciliation? 

a. What is sin? 
i. Sin is the breaking of God’s Law. 

(Definition: 1 John 3:4 “Everyone who commits sin also breaks the law; sin is the 
breaking of law (HCSB). 

ii. What is the result of sin? 
 A penalty has to be paid. 
 The penalty for sin is death (Romans 6:23). 

 
b. What is forgiveness? 

i. Definitions:   
 The act of pardoning somebody for a mistake or wrong-doing.    
 To let go of the need for revenge, to let go of negative thoughts, hurts, or 

resentments.    
 An unconditional gift to someone who does not deserve it.      

ii. Forgiveness is a choice.   
iii. If we forgive others, then God is faithful to forgive us (Matthew 6:14-15). 
iv. God commands us to forgive one another.  “Therefore, as the elect of God, holy and 

beloved, put on tender mercies, kindness, humility, meekness, longsuffering; bearing 
with one another, and forgiving one another, if anyone has a complaint against another, 
even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do” (Colossians 3:12-13). 
 

c. What is reconciliation? 
i. (Definition: Reconciliation is to be restored to harmony. To be one with someone in 

thought and deed. 
ii. We are commanded to reconcile with one another (Matthew 5:23-24). 
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iii. How do we reconcile? 

 Acknowledge sin. 
 Repent – to change, turn around, and go the other way. 
 Humbly ask for forgiveness. 

 
** Why are the above concepts important to understanding the Passover?** 
 

3. The Passover 
a. What is the Passover?   

i. The Passover is a memorial service.   
(Definition: A memorial is something done in remembrance of a person or occasion.) 
 What are some memorial services you can think of? 
 What do you do on those days? 
 Why? 

ii. The Passover is a memorial commanded by God (Leviticus 23:4-5). 
iii. The Passover is a solemn occasion.  What does solemn mean? 

 
b. The Bible gives us two examples of the Passover. 

i. The Israelites were command to keep the first Passover (Exodus 12:1-28).    
As a family read the story of the first Passover and discuss the purpose and importance 
for the Israelites. 

 
ii. Jesus Christ kept the Passover with the disciples and became our Passover Lamb 

 (John 13:1-17, Mark 14:12-26).   
At the last Passover meal that Jesus celebrated with His disciples, Jesus introduced the 
new symbols of Passover. We are commanded to do what He did on that evening. 
As a family, discuss what the symbols of the New Testament Passover are and why they 
are relevant to us. 

 
c. Why is Passover important today and why do we keep it? 

i. If we love God, we will keep His commandments (John 14:15).  However, when we 
break God’s law a penalty has to be paid (Romans 6:23).  We are all accountable and 
responsible for what we do so when we sin, our penalty is death. 

ii. The shed blood of the lamb (Jesus) washes away and cleans us of our sin. 
 In the Old Testament, the lamb was an offering to God.  The shed blood of the 

lamb caused God to pass over Israel’s sins and reconcile them to God. 
 In the New Testament, the sacrifice and shed blood of Jesus Christ is what 

washes and cleanses us from sin.  His shed blood is what makes it possible for us 
to be reconciled to God (2 Corinthians  5:18-19). 

iii. Passover helps us to remember that Jesus Christ came to pay the penalty for sin, which 
is death, so that we can have a relationship with God now.  Once we repent and are 
baptized, we keep the Passover as a remembrance of His sacrifice – His humble and 
loving attitude, broken body, and shed blood – and what it means to and for us. 

iv. Passover reminds us of the great love God has for us.  God being love (1 John 4:8), was 
willing to sacrifice His Son so that we could have eternal life (John 3:14-16). 

 
 
 
 



March 2015 

3 
 

TEST YOUR KNOWLEDGE ABOUT GOD’S HOLY DAYS 
These questions are intended to check parent’s and older teens’ understanding of the topic. 
 
1) Jesus Christ‘s life  

a. is of greater value than the sum total of all human life.  
b. was sacrificed in love to pay for the sins of all mankind.  
c. makes possible our release from the death penalty we earned by our sins.  
d. all of the above.  
e. almost ended on the cross, but He was taken down from the cross once the Roman soldiers 
thought (mistakenly) that He was dead.  

  
2) Human beings are saved by  

a. the life of the resurrected Christ, as our interceding, empowering High Priest.  
b. the death of Christ.  
c. keeping God‘s law to the best of our ability.  
d. being predestined to be saved.  
e. works of the law.  

  
3) The fundamental reason that the sacrifice of Jesus Christ was made was  

a. the requirements of the law.  
b. the sins of mankind.  
c. God‘s love.  
d. ―a‖ and ―b.‖  
e. the sins of Satan.  
 

4) Jesus Christ  
a. overcame and prevailed against all temptation to sin because of His superior human willpower.  
b. overcame and prevailed against sin because He was not really tempted by it.  
c. was tempted in all points as we are, yet lived a sinless life.  
d. came to the earth to die for sin, which was unanticipated by God.  
e. would have been our Savior, even if He had succumbed to sin only a few times  during His life in 
the flesh. 

 
Additional resources you can use for your family studies: 

 
• Beyond Today Bible Study:  Let Us Keep the Feasts 
• Beyond Today Bible Study: Six Steps to Passover Live 
• Beyond Today: God’s Roadmap. What is your purpose in life? Where are you headed on life's road? 
• Sermon: God's Covenant w/Us; Our Covenant w/God by Matthew Fenchel. A reminder about 

the things that God has promised to us that He has committed himself to, but also a reminder of the 
duties and obligations that we have, just like Israel had duties and obligations. 

• Article: 7 Tips to Prepare for Passover by Bill Bradford. Make a difference this Feast. Prepare for it!
• UCG Booklet: Fundamental Beliefs of the United Church of God 

The Festivals of God  
The Passover 
God's Law and Sin 

The Sacrifice of Jesus 
Christ 

Three Days and Three 
Nights 
Repentance and Faith 

• UCG Booklet: God’s Holy Day Plan  The Passover: Why Did Jesus Christ Have to Die? 
• UCG Booklet:  Holidays or Holy Days  God’s Festivals in the New Testament 

http://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/let-us-keep-the-feasts
http://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/six-steps-to-passover#.UvrQGWeYaP-
http://www.ucg.org/beyond-today-program/doctrinal-beliefs/gods-roadmap
http://www.ucg.org/sermon/gods-covenant-us-our-covenant-god
http://www.ucg.org/author/matthew-fenchel
http://www.ucg.org/passover/7-tips-prepare-passover
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/festivals-god/
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/passover/
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/gods-law-and-sin
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/sacrifice-jesus-christ
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/sacrifice-jesus-christ
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/three-days-and-three-nights
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/three-days-and-three-nights
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/fundamental-beliefs/repentance-and-faith
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/gods-holy-day-plan-promise-hope-all-mankind/passover-why-did-jesus-christ-have-die/
http://www.ucg.org/booklet/holidays-or-holy-days-does-it-matter-which-days-we-observe/gods-days-worship/gods-festivals-/
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Instructors’ Notes and Resources  
Please use any of the following activities or lessons as needed for your students. 

 They are not intended to be used comprehensively.  
 

This can be used as a pre/post-test.  
 
 
Name_____________________________________ 
 
 

1.  What have you learned about Passover?   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Why is Passover important to you? 
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Passover Summary Lesson (Ages 5-10) 

Objectives:  
1) Identify the reason for the Old Testament Passover 
2) Identify our Passover Lamb and why Passover is important for us. 

 
Part One 

(Can Also Be Used As Possible Compass Check) 

 
Attention Getter:  What were the 10 plagues that God brought on Egypt?  

1. Water to blood 7:19 
2. Frogs 8:2 
3. Lice 8:16 
4. Flies 8:21 
5. Livestock diseased 9:3 
6. Boils 9:8 
7. Thunder and hail 9:18 
8. Locusts 10:4 
9. Darkness turn out lights 10:21 
10. Death of the firstborn 11:4 

 

The Israelites were slaves and needed someone to free them. 

Ask children to create a summary sentence that answers the “who, what where, when, 
why, how” questions about how the Israelites were freed from Egypt. Have them share with the group. 
 
Possible discussion points for children to summarize:  
 

• The First Passover 
Exodus 12:12 I'll pass through the land of Egypt that night and strike every firstborn in the land 
of Egypt, both people and animals. I'll execute judgments on all the gods of Egypt. I am the 
LORD. 
 
Exodus 12:7  And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the 
upper door post of the houses, wherein they shall eat it. 
 
Visual Learning: Show a picture of a doorpost 
 
Exodus 12:23  For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the 
blood upon the lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not 
suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you.    
12:26  And it shall come to pass, when your children shall say unto you, What mean ye by this 
service?  That ye shall say, It is the sacrifice of the LORD'S Passover, who passed over the houses 
of the children of Israel in Egypt, when he smote the Egyptians, and delivered our houses. And 
the people bowed the head and worshipped. 
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• An Ordinance Forever 
Visual: Show a picture of Israel leaving Egypt 
 
Exodus 12:14  And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the 
LORD throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance forever. 
 
What does forever mean? 
 

• The Passover Lamb 
   Visual: Show a picture of a lamb 
 

Exodus 12:3  Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month 
they shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an 
house: 
Exodus 12:6  And ye shall keep it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole 
assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it in the evening. 
 
 
What does a little lamb do? 
 Is it mean 
 Does it bite 
 Does it do bad things 
 No it is like a child  
 It could not hurt anything 
 It is sweet and innocent 

 
So there was a need of the blood of the innocent. 
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Part Two 
 

1a) Younger group will look at John 1:29 and answer the following with the help of parents: 

 Do we have a Passover Lamb?   Jesus Christ 
 Why do you think Jesus is called the Lamb of God?  He is perfect and innocent. He was sacrificed for 

the sins of the world 

  
1b) Older group will look John 1:29 to identify Christ as the Lamb of God, then at 1 Peter 1:18-21 and 
answer the following: 

 Why did God the Father send Jesus to be our Passover lamb?  God wants a relationship with us—He 
loves us and wants us to be in His family forever. We can live God’s way of life. Jesus makes that 
possible by becoming our Passover lamb. 

  
2) All will do this activity. What does God want us to learn from Passover? Why is Passover important? 
Children can choose to draw a picture, make a song, include a scripture, or just write something meaningful 
on the paper. 
  
Supporting Scriptures:  
John 1:29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes 
away the sin of the world! 
 
1 Peter 1:18-21   NKJV18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, 
from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, 
as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the 
world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from 
the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God. 
1:18-21 NIRV: The blood of Christ set you free from an empty way of life. That way of life was handed down 
to you by your own people long ago. You know that you were not bought with things that can pass away, 
like silver or gold. 19 Instead, you were bought by the priceless blood of Christ. He is a perfect lamb. He 
doesn’t have any flaws at all. 20 He was chosen before God created the world. But he came into the world in 
these last days for you. 21 Because of what Christ has done, you believe in God. It was God who raised him 
from the dead. And it was God who gave him glory. So your faith and hope are in God. 
 
3) All children will share their answers. 
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Passover Handout  
 

Name______________________________________________ 

 
 

Passover 

Read John 1:29. Do we have a Passover Lamb? Why do you 
think Jesus is called the Lamb of God? 

 

 

 

Why is Passover important to you? 
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  Passover 

Read 1 Peter 1:18-21. Why did God the Father send Jesus 
Christ to be our Passover lamb? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why is Passover important to you? 
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Passover Summary Lesson (Middle School or Teen Level)  

 
Objective:  In a gallery walk activity, teens will: 

• Describe sin, forgiveness, and reconciliation. 
• Explain how Passover shows God’s love for us. 
• Compare and contrast the Old Testament and New Testament Passover. 
• Explain why Passover is a necessary part of God’s plan. 

 
State the topic objectives for the day, before beginning the summary lesson.  
 
Divide students into four groups. Use a grab bag grouping strategy. 

Items students can select from grab bags include:  
• Card Decks/Uno Cards  
• Geometric Shapes  
• Pieces of Candy  
• Colored Strips of Paper  
• Colored Toothpicks  
 

 
Gallery Walk Activity 
Assign each group one of the four objectives in the Gallery Walk activity. In a gallery walk, groups of 
students create graphic representations of their learning and post them.  At the end, walk to each posting 
like a tour group in a museum.  As the group moves from station to station, they can: share questions or 
comments, note similarities and differences, and reflect on what they might do differently if they were to 
repeat the process. 
 
 
Reflect--Instructor’s Gallery Walk Poster—The Three W’s 
The last stop of the gallery walk will be a poster of the Three W’s.  Each student will choose one question to 
answer. Make sure all three W’s are answered before the end of class. 
 
 What did we learn this month? 

 What? (relevancy, importance, usefulness) 

 Now What? (how does this fit into what we are learning, does it affect our thinking, can we predict 
where we are going) 

 


