
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In the news a few years ago, 
it was reported that Bernie 
Madoff stealing 

  
$50 billion dollars from 
those who invested in his 
company. There were more 
than 4,000 victims – and it 
was not just the rich and 
famous that lost. There 
were many regular people 
who lost everything.  There 
were many who lost their 
entire life’s savings, 
retirement, everything they 
had worked for their entire 
lives. They trusted the 
person who advised them 
and then he ripped them off. 
It is a very, very sad story. 
You can’t help but feel for 
these people whose lives 
were altered permanently. 
Some who were retired had 
to go back to work. One 
couple was stranded and 
could not get back home 
from their vacation because 
their money was gone 
overnight. 
 
 If you have ever been 
stolen from, or lied to, it is 
devastating!  Around that 
same time, our own family 
had to deal with such a 
tragedy.  A very cunning 
operator stole my husband’s 
inheritance. A non-family 
member who also took 

God says our hearts are where are treasures are. Therefore, it is important to choose our 
treasure wisely. 
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personal items such as 
family photos that my 
mother-in-law possessed. It 
is hard to just pick up the 
pieces and keep going after 
someone has stolen from 
you. The families whose 
life savings were gone 
overnight from the Madoff 
scam made our situation 
nothing in comparison. 
 
Yet, as sad the story is of 
their loss, you could not 
help but be inspired by the 
response of some of the 
victims of the ponzi 
scheme. Some said: “We’ve 
lost everything, but we still 
have one another. We still 
have our family.” This is 
the same message that you 
will hear over and over 
again when people lose 
their homes to fire or 
floods. That “We still have 
each other. We still have 
our health.”  There is a 
message here for all of us, 
no matter what we are 
facing in life. That you get 
back up and keep going. 
 But it will still be difficult 
to rebuild their lives as it 
once was and they may 
never get back to where 
they originally were. 
 
There is so much bad news, 
but no matter what your 
circumstance are, you’ve 
got a future! As God’s 
children, we must always 
remember we are in His 
hands.  God is the One who 
holds the future. We can 

never place our security in 
savings, a 401K, or even in 
an inheritance or in 
investments! Yes, we 
should be wise and save for 
our future, while always 
keeping in mind that it 
could be swept away in a 
moment just as it did for all 
those people in the Madoff 
scam. 
 
We must live our life 
through faith. Yes, the 
outlook for a bright future 
can get discouraging at 
times by everything we see 
and hear. It can all seem so 
dark and dreary. We all 
stand on our tiptoes, so to 
speak, just to hear a little 
positive news, especially 
with the downward turn of 
our economy. We have all 
been affected by it in one 
way or another, but as 
God’s children, we should 
not fear, because we place 
our hope in Him. We know 
the outcome of our future! 
“They shall not hurt nor 
destroy in all My holy 
mountain; for the earth shall 
be full of the knowledge of 
the LORD, as the waters 
cover the sea.” (Isaiah 11:9)  
 
Keep your eyes on God, not 
on the temporary things that 
can never compare or 
measure up to what God has 
in store for you, for all of 
us. It will help you get 
through some of the most 
trying times. It did our 
family. No one can steal 
your hope in Christ, or the  
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or the promise that God  
has for us beyond this 
physical existence. No 
one! After all no matter 
how many tragedies or 
setbacks we may suffer  
through, in the end we 
win! 
 
For more information,  
request the free  
booklets “Managing  
Your Finances” and  
“Transform Your Life 
way of life? The  
- The Process of  
Conversion.” 
 
  
 
 
 
 
It’s not always 
possible to like 
everyone we know, 
but that doesn’t 
mean we shouldn’t 
love them. 
 
Do Good, Not Evil 
by Katherine  
Rowland 
 
We all have at least 
one person in our 
lives who gets on our 
last nerve: someone  
who says mean things 
does wrong things 
and tries our patience  
and attitude. It’s as 
certain as death and 
taxes; there will be 
people in life that we  
do not like. The reasons 
for this may even be

 

valid. Now, imagine that 
you are at church this 
week when this person 
shows up. How would 
you react to seeing them 
in your congregation? 
Would you welcome 
them? Would you be glad 
to see them 
fellowshipping with your 
longtime brothers and 
sisters? Would you feel a 
flame of hope that maybe 
this will be a great turning 
point in their life? If they 
continued to attend, 
turned over a new leaf, 
and tried to mend fences 
with you, would you 
allow it, or would you be 
seething on the inside? 
Would you be thinking, 
“Why should they get to 
enjoy these things? 
They’ve been so horrible 
to me! It’s not fair!”  

 
In times of war, one of the 
things that happen is that 
nations tend to vilify one 
another. They create 
caricatures of those other 
nations that make them 
seem wholly evil. Doing 
so awakens our interest in 
fighting them; if we see 
this nation as whole-
heartedly wicked, we will 
not cringe so much at the 
thought of hurting them. 
In the same way, we tend 
to create caricatures of 
people in our minds. 
When these are people 
with whom we do not get 
along, it is easy to create 
caricatures that reflect no 
goodness. It is easy for a 

  

dislike to become a 
complete lack of love. We 
allow ourselves to 
imagine that there is not 
and could never be 
anything good about that 
person. Because think that 
we are so good by 
comparison, we start to 
emphasize our blessings 
and maximize the bad 
things that happen to that 
other person. We think, 
“Well, no wonder that 
happened. He’s a jerk.” 
Or, “She deserved it.” 

God’s thinking 

This is far from what we 
should be thinking, 
however. We worship a 
God who sees us all as 
His potential children. As 
2 Peter 3:9 points out, 
“The Lord is not slow in 
keeping his promise, as 
some understand 
slowness. He is patient 
with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but 
everyone to come to 
repentance” (New 
International Version 
1984 throughout). 
 
He is not willing, but are 
we? Are we quick to 
judge people, convict 
them and wait for them to 
fall? Or are we, like God, 
grieved when others are 
hurting, whether we think 
they deserve it or not? We 
must remember that 
Christ died for us while 
we were still sinners. In 
Romans 5:6-8, Paul 
writes, “You see, at just 
the right time, when we 
were still powerless, 
Christ died for the 
ungodly. Very rarely will 
anyone die for a righteous 
[person], though for a 

good [person] someone 
might possibly dare to 
die. But God 
demonstrates his own 
love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, 
Christ died for us.” 
 
We have not done 
anything to earn our 
salvation. There is, in 
fact, nothing we could do 
that would be worth the 
inestimable gift that has 
been given to us. Christ 
died, sinless, so that we 
who were the enemies of 
God might be saved. If we 
must follow in the steps 
of Christ, if we accept this 
gracious gift, then we 
must be willing to counter 
unfairness by doing the 
right thing, acting in love 
and living out our calling. 
Indeed, we must be 
willing to forgive, as is 
written in Mark 
11:25, “And when you 
stand praying, if you hold 
anything against anyone, 
forgive [them], so that 
your Father in heaven 
may forgive you your 
sins.” 
 

We must forgive 

It can run very contrary to 
our human nature to 
forgive. It is hard to want 
good things for those who 
have not brought good 
things to us, or for those 
who seem to be in the 
wrong. On the other hand, 
God knows the heart and 
He has said that 
vengeance, when 
required, will be His, not 
ours. Indeed, when David 
was running for his life 
from Saul, David 
withheld his hand from  
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we do 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

killing Saul and later 
repented of the dishonor 
he did by cutting the 
king’s robe. Our lives are 
not to be lived with 
respect to our own 
feelings, but to God’s. 
 
“Do not be deceived: God 
cannot be mocked. A man 
reaps what he sows. 
Whoever sows to please 
their flesh, from the flesh 
will reap destruction; 
whoever sows to please 
the Spirit, from the Spirit 
will reap eternal life. Let 
us not become weary in 
doing good, for at the 
proper time we will reap a 
harvest if we do not give 
up. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do 
good to all people, 
especially to those who 
belong to the family of 
believers” (Galatians 6:7-
10, NIV). 
 
If you would like to learn 
more about getting along 
with others, check out our 
booklet, Making Life 
Work. 
 
 
 
 
 

A married couple’s 
reflection on the state of 
the U.S. a decade after 

September 11, 2001 
 

Where Were You on 
That September Day? 

 
by Michael & Michelle 

Grovak 
 

A decade after 
September 11, 2001, 

Where we were, the 
song explores the 
varied reactions of 
Americans that day. 
“Did you dust off your 
Bible? Did you go out 
and buy a gun? Did you 
go to a church and hold 
hands with some 
strangers? Did you 
stand in line and give 
your own blood?” 
The Friday after the 
attacks, Michael met 
with some of our 
town’s residents, 
mostly strangers, who 
gathered to pray. He 
held the hand of the 
United Parcel Service 
(UPS) man as they 
bowed their heads in 
prayer for our country, 
the families of those 
murdered in the attack 
and those that were still 
trapped in the rubble. 
That day, seeking 
solace, I, Michelle, 
wandered in my 
flowerbed, where one 
last red rose of summer 
bloomed. Our small 
neighborhood of 
duplexes was on a 
circular drive. I looked 
across the way to see a 
woman sitting outside. 
She was covered from 
head to toe in Muslim 
dress. She was new to 
me, although I had seen 
Middle Eastern men 
there. I felt compassion 
for one who now might 
be considered the 
enemy. I plucked the 
rose and walked down 

  

you can’t help but recall 
where you were when 
you learned of the 
attack against our 
nation on that tragically 
fateful day. It’s one of 
those dates horribly 
etched into the nations, 
and even the worlds, 
consciousness. It is a 
trauma that cannot be 
erased with time. On 
that day, our finance, 
military, and 
government centers 
were attacked 
simultaneously.  

 
Where were you? We 
were home preparing 
for work. One of us 
turned on the television 
to see a live feed of one 
of the World Trade 
Center towers, 
smoking, impaled by an 
airplane bomb. We 
stared transfixed as the 
rest of the attack 
unfolded, watching in 
disbelief as the second 
jet plane crashed into 
the second tower. 
 
We prayed the people 
could escape the 
inferno, but we couldn’t 
imagine either structure 

would actually fall. The 
first tower started 
crumbling, the intense 
heat of burning jet fuel 
causing the steel girders 
to fail. The building 
crashed down, down, 
one floor upon another, 
pulverizing every 
material object, causing 
a cloud of dust to roll 
over the area, the other 
followed suit. When the 
dust cloud subsided, it 
seemed unbelievable 
that the buildings—
each stood more than a 
quarter-of-a-mile 
high—had been 
compacted into a 50-
foot rubble pile. Then, 
the attack on the 
Pentagon and the foiled 
attack on the Capitol 
further traumatized our 
nation. 
 
Where were you on 
that September day? 
The song “Where Were 
You (When the World 
Stopped Turning)?” 
was written just a few 
weeks after 9/11. One 
of its lines asks, “Were 
you teaching a class full 
of innocent children or 
driving down some cold 
interstate?”  
 
The song debuted on 
November 7 on the 
annual County Music 
Association (CMA) 
awards show. Alan 
Jackson later said he 
believed God wrote the 
song, using him. In 
addition to asking  
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the asphalt drive, 
praying it would help 
her. She seemed 
perplexed but pleased 
when I handed her the 
bloom. Later, as I 
learned of the radical 
teachings of extremist 
Muslims, about sleeper 
cells in different parts 
of the country, I 
realized she or her 
family truly could be 
the enemy. If so, my 
gesture held even more 
meaning. 
 
Where were we as a 
nation? 
 
We all remember where 
we were individually, 
but what about us as a 
nation? Until that 
morning, didn’t we feel 
secure in our power? 
The United States of 
America seemed an 
unstoppable force, an 
invincible power to 
most of its citizens and 
the rest of the world. A 
small minority of us has 
been emotionally and 
spiritually prepared for 
events like this. We 
know that unless we 
repent, our country is 
prophesied to fall. 
Contrast this with most 
Americans who, if they 
thought of it at all, 
probably expected to 
see each generation 
more prosperous than 
the last, secure in our 
borders and blessed 
with the freedoms 
ensured by our 
Constitution. Indeed, 
didn’t we believe it was 
the best place on Earth 
to live? 
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Did we as a nation dust 
off our Bibles as Mr. 
Jackson’s song asks? 
Did we devote 
ourselves anew to a life 
of faith, hope, and love, 
as his lyrics advise? We 
were forced to face our 
vulnerability in a way 
we had never before. 
The reality that our 
borders are vulnerable 
to the enemy remains. 
We have traded some 
individual freedoms for 
protection from that 
enemy, but have we as 
a people changed for 
the better? Did we start 
looking to the Bible and 
God’s law as our guide? 
 
Our nation’s wake-up 
call to repentance 
Some predicted 9/11 
would be the start of 
World War III. After 10 
years, we have yet to 
experience the first 
nuclear bomb or 
escalation of terrorist 
attacks. But that being 
said, 9/11 ought to have 
been a strong wake-up 
call for our nation. For 
a short time after the 
dust settled at Ground 
Zero, our nation did 
appear to be turning to 
God and the Bible. A 
January 7, 2002, USA 
Today article stated that 
by some estimates, 
church attendance 
increased by 25 percent 
after the attacks. A 
Gallup poll indicated 
the percentage of 
Americans who stated 
religion was “very 
important” to them 
increased from 57 
percent in May 2001 to 

64 percent after the 
attacks. It also noted 
church attendance and 
religious interest 
decreased shortly after 
the attack.  
 
In Luke 13:4-5, Jesus 
talks about another 
tower falling in his day 
and the need for a 
nation’s repentance, 
“Or those eighteen on 
whom the tower in 
Siloam fell and killed 
them, do you think that 
they were worse sinners 
than all other men who 
dwelt in Jerusalem? I 
tell you, no; but unless 
you repent you will all 
likewise perish.” Just as 
the people of Siloam, 
the victims of 9/11 were 
no worse than the rest 
of the population. But 
our nation does have 
much for which we are 
accountable. 
 
Drawing attention to 
our own sins is not 
meant to excuse the 
terrorists in the least or 
to diminish the horrible 
evil of the terrorists and 
their backers in 
committing this 
atrocity. But God could 
have prevented the 
attacks. We must ask 
ourselves, “Why did 
God allow this tragedy 
to happen?” We can 
learn part of the answer 
by examining ourselves 
to see our own sins. The 
people of our nation 
have been increasingly 
turning their backs on 
God. As one example, 
consider the more than 
40,000,000 innocent  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fear envelopes you as 
the imminent danger 
looms invasively close. 
After the danger passes, 
the fear is replaced with 
the reality of what has 
just occurred. 
Destruction, pain, 
possibly death, how will 
you survive? 
 
Surviving Disasters 
 

By John Elliott 
 

The danger the rising 
river posed wasn't 
easily detected since 
nothing sudden was 
happening inside the 
town. The river’s level 
had often fluctuated, but 
usually it happened over 
a span of time. This 
time its waters 
eventually seeped over 
the levee, the width of 
the slowly rising river 
spread out across the 
countryside and the 
visible land disappeared 
under a liquid surface 
studded with treetops. 
When the high water 
reached town, it seemed 
to ease in, rising almost 
unnoticeably. 
Unexpected things 
began to happen as the 
water levels gradually 
rose. 

The electricity went out 
and along with it, all 
means of 
communication. What 
were recently puddles in 
the street now floated 
cars off their wheels, 
turning them into 
sinking coffins for the 
passengers inside. 
Everyone busied 
themselves in dealing 
with “issues” until  

deaths of unborn babies 
since Roe v. Wade 
legalized abortion. 
Was it not true the 
United States was in 
dire need of national 
repentance at the time 
of 9/11? Our need is 
greater today. In the 
ensuing decade, 
millions more unborn 
babies have died 
terrible deaths. The 
number who died on 
9/11 was around 3,000 
people—it’s about the 
number of babies 
aborted, burnt, and 
crushed every day in 
this country? The 
tragedy of 9/11 
provided a window for 
us to view publicly 
once what occurs 
secretly everyday. By 
our mass breaking of 
the sixth commandment 
(Exodus 20:13) through 
national policy, this 
nation has a mountain 
of sin of which to 
repent. That is just one 
aspect of our culture 
that needs to change. 
Where are we now? 
 
The national 
introspection bordering 
on repentance after 9/11 
did not last long. 
Instead of turning to 
God, we turned to our 
military, projecting the 
armed might of 
America halfway across 
the world with “shock 
and awe.” The words of 
Mr. Jackson calling for 
faith, hope, and love 
were replaced with 
other songs, songs that 
looked to our armed 
forces with pride 
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bordering on arrogance 
and idolatry.  
We did not do as King 
David admonished in 
Psalm 20:7, “Some trust 
in chariots, and some in 
horses; but we will 
remember the name of 
the Lord our God.” And 
in Psalm 33:16, “No 
king is saved by the 
multitude of an army; a 
mighty man is not 
delivered by great 
strength.” 
Partly due to the 
tremendous cost of 
these military ventures, 
our economy has had a 
serious decline 
comparable to the Great 
Depression of the 
1930s. We have faced 
the downgrading of our 
government’s credit 
rating. Unemployment 
has not been this high 
for this long since the 
Depression. Our lack of 
financial responsibility 
and self-discipline have 
come back to haunt us. 
Dealing with this 
pending financial 
catastrophe will require 
a national change of 
heart, one that our 
nation considered 
briefly and refused to 
make after 9/11.  
 
God wanted us to turn 
to Him in our time of 
trial. After giving Him 
lip service, our nation 
turned to its might and 
resources. While we 
have security 
temporarily, it’s not 
clear how much longer 
we can even afford to 
defend ourselves. 
Unless we undergo a 

national repentance, we 
are destined to 
experience more serious 
woes that will make the 
trauma of 9/11 pale in 
comparison. 
Joel 2 warns of terrible 
times destined to befall 
the world if its people 
continue in their selfish 
ways. God himself calls 
for repentance with 
these words, “’Now, 
therefore,’ says the 
LORD, ‘Turn to Me 
with all your heart, with 
fasting, with weeping, 
and with mourning’” 
(Joel 2:12). We must 
each take heed and act 
accordingly. 
 
Please pray for your 
country. And please 
pray for God to show 
you His will for your 
life so you can please 
God even if the country 
turns in the wrong 
direction. As God 
withdraws His 
protection from the 
country as a whole, we 
as individuals will need 
God’s protection all the 
more. 
To learn more about 
events that will soon 
envelop the United 
States and the world, 
request a free 
subscription to the 
Good News Magazine 
and our booklet You 
Can Understand Bible 
Prophecy. 
 
 

  

  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Surviving Disasters 
continued 

uses became surrounded 
with water. Hopes were 
up that the high water 
would soon begin to 
subside. “Surely it 
wouldn’t get any deeper 
than this; it just 
couldn’t,” many 
thought. Yet, as the 
hours passed, residents 
found themselves 
clinging to the rooftops 
in a last hope of 
avoiding drowning. 
Sturdy structures 
remained stoically in 
place, while the 
occasional house 
floated by in the river, 
sentenced to a bizarre 
demise. 

Across the globe, a hazy 
sky and a steady breeze 
brought a faint smell of 
smoke. One might 
wonder if a distant 
farmer was burning 
some leaves, or chaff 
from his field. Smoke 
on the horizon indicated 
that something far off 
was probably amiss. 
Grasses burn hot and 
fast and their fire is 
driven swiftly by winds 
that race across vast 
landscapes parched by 
the summer sun. 
Embers flit skyward 
flying ahead of the 
raging line of fire, 
landing to ignite more 
grasses that spread the 
impending blaze. The 
wall of flame bears 
down rapidly and 
moves too quickly to 
outrun. All that gets 
caught in its path 
succumbs to a moving 
furnace fueled by 

cellulose and oxygenated 
winds. Behind the flames, 
billowing smoke and 
powdery ash leave 
charred evidence of what 
once stood there. 

 

Far away, a dark storm 
approaches with wind, 
lightning, and thunder. 
You’ve probably 
experienced hundreds of 
them in your lifetime. As 
the approaching sheets of 
rain envelop your house, 
the typical anticipation of 
a downpour suddenly 
changes. Spinning just 
behind the façade of a 
heavy rain is a tornado 
with violent winds of over 
150 miles per hour, 
overwhelming everything 
in its path. First 
imploding, then ripping, 
smashing, and blowing—
most everything in your 
family home splinters as 
the house is pulverized by 
chunks of airborne debris. 
All your possessions 
vanish into thin air. In the 
peaceful aftermath, it is 
nearly impossible to 
recognize anything in the 
environment you have 
resided in. The landmarks 
are all gone, even the 
trees. 

All of one man’s 
possessions were 
destroyed, along with his 
entire family, except for 
his wife. Their experience 
is more profound to you 
and me because he was a 
faithful, obedient servant Page     6 of 10 

  
of God. The catastrophes 
came one after another 
until all was gone, 
including his health. He 
just couldn’t wrap his 
mind around all that 
transpired against him and 
how God would allow it 
to happen. His name was 
Job (Job 1:16-20). 

There is nothing like 
oceanfront property to 
captivate the human quest 
for multi-faceted beauty. 
The sky-upon-water 
landscape is constantly 
stirred by ever changing 
forces that fashion it into 
endless shapes of amazing 
complexity. Upon that 
landscape, a receding tide 
brings awe and 
speculation to those who 
witness it. Curiosity over 
the exposed seabed often 
draws the curious closer 
to view the spectacle. 
When the tsunami’s 
leading wave eventually 
arrives, it typically 
overwhelms beachgoers 
and the structures built 
close to shore. After the 
sea calms, people swarm 
back to pick up the pieces 
and help the injured. 
What few expect is what 
comes next—the big 
tsunami wave. The most 
fearsome wave in the 
ocean is typically the 
second wave of a tsunami, 
which arrives up to an 
hour after the first. This is 
the one that comes in 
tallest, riding over low 
elevations of land as it 
moves inland sweeping 
away everything in its 
path. 
 
Warnings during times of 
impending danger are 
often misleading. 
Expectations are 
compared with previous 

experiences and historical 
events. Yet, each brewing 
disaster is unique unto 
itself in many respects. 
Every tornado, flood, 
earthquake, wildfire, and 
tsunami is born from 
unique circumstances. 
The size, volume, speed, 
and impact vary 
according to a plethora of 
factors that are combining 
in ways that have never 
happened exactly the 
same before. This often 
thwarts effective planning 
and warnings may not 
adequately address the 
ensuing danger. “As you 
do not know what is the 
way of the wind, Or how 
the bones grow in the 
womb of her who is with 
child, So you do not know 
the works of God who 
makes everything…But if 
a man lives many years 
And rejoices in them all, 
Yet let him remember the 
days of darkness, For they 
will be many. All that is 
coming is vanity” 
(Ecclesiastes 11:5-8). 

In the aftermath of a 
natural disaster, people 
are shocked by the 
destruction and changes 
to their known world. 
Gone are all the good and 
treasured things; mostly 
missing, broken, or 
spoiled. It is a time of 
emotions being 
overwhelmed by 
staggering loss, of 
depression growing from 
an inability to be positive 
amidst the ruins. “Most 
assuredly, I say to you 
that you will weep and 
lament, but the world will 
rejoice; and you will be 
sorrowful, but your 
sorrow will be turned into 
joy. A woman, when she 
is in labor, has sorrow 
because her hour has but 
as soon as she has given 
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birth to the child, she no 
longer remembers the 
anguish, for joy that a 
human being has been 
born into the world. 
Therefore you now have 
sorrow; but I will see you 
again and your heart will 
rejoice, and your joy no 
one will take from you” 
(John 16:20-22). 

The tragedies of physical 
death and destruction can 
be eclipsed by faith, hope, 
and love (1 John 4: 8-11). 
The often illusive strength 
required for triumphing 
over tragedy is readily 
available from Above. 
“…My brethren, be strong 
in the Lord and in the 
power of His might” 
(Ephesians 6:10). 

Newscasts often feature 
the most ravaged scenes 
of global disasters. Yet 
rarely is literally 
everything destroyed in a 
local environment. Racing 
fires skip and miss 
structures in their path; 
tornadoes often snake 
across the landscape 
lifting off and touching 
down again; floods can be 
violent or quite sedentary 
requiring mainly cleanup 
and some restoration. 
Often, it’s the mobile, 
temporary, and flimsily 
built structures, erected 
for quick profits but 
without substance, that 
are impacted the most. 
Similarly, when spiritual 
mayhem sweeps through 
God’s Church, those 
mostly affected are 
without strong spiritual 
foundation. Their sudden 
demise is rapid and 
shocking. “… like a 
foolish man who built his 
house on the sand: and the 
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  rain descended, the floods 
came, and the winds blew 
and beat on that house; 
and it fell. And great was 
its fall” (Matthew 7:26-
27). 

The more stable, well-
constructed structures and 
people tend to weather the 
effects of wind, fire, 
water, and even 
earthquakes. Those are 
typically the solid stone 
and steel landmarks. They 
take the hit yet remain 
fixed in place. You can 
see such structures 
everywhere around the 
world, surviving whatever 
nature has thrown at them 
over centuries. And you 
can see those people 
remaining faithful through 
the pounding the Church 
goes through over time. 
These structures had their 
roots considered 
carefully, their planning 
considered wisely, and 
their foundations dug 
deeply. “He is like a man 
building a house, which 
dug deep and laid the 
foundation on the rock. 
And when the flood arose, 
the stream beat 
vehemently against that 
house, and could not 
shake it, for it was 
founded on the rock” 
(Luke 6:48). 

We humans desire 
tranquil lives filled with 
ease and personal gain. 
To us it is difficult to find 
the silver lining in the 
massive storm that is 
throwing at us high 
winds, heavy rain, and 
damaging hail while 
spawning tornadoes. But 
these tests are necessary 
to discover the depth of 
our conviction to love 
others as God does. And 
test us they will. “Yet in 
all these things we are 

more than conquerors 
through Him who loved 
us. For I am persuaded 
that neither death nor life, 
nor angels nor 
principalities nor powers, 
nor things present nor 
things to come, nor height 
nor depth, nor any other 
created thing, shall be 
able to separate us from 
the love of God which is 
in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 8:37-39). 

It is through life’s 
“storms” that we reap an 
elusive component, which 
adds depth to our human 
experience: spiritual 
growth and perseverance 
in godliness (James 1:2-
3). Difficult trials build a 
deeper resolve to be part 
of a resurrection to spirit 
life. We become better off 
from those experiences 
and more developed for 
humble service to God. 
“And we know that all 
things work together for 
good to those who love 
God, to those who are the 
called according to His 
purpose” (Romans 8:28). 

Amidst the destruction of 
one’s environment, not 
everything that is missing 
is necessarily being 
missed. Gone in the 
disaster are also some 
previous problems, issues, 
deficiencies, and 
complexities that existed 
before in structures, 
relationships, and 
environments. From 
among the demoralizing 
desolation rises an 
opportunity for a new 
beginning. One often 
unseen effect of 
destruction is an 
opportunity for a fresh 
start. Old towns that were 
aging badly and 
inadequately built to 
function currently can 

 become new communities 
that are well planned and 
better suited for modern needs 
(e.g., compare the gradual and 
painful demise of humans 
described in Galatians 5:20-21 
with the transformed results 
that arise after the death of the 
“old man” in verses 22-23.) 
 
When disasters strip the 
ground bare, they leave 
behind a clean slate of new 
opportunity. With each 
tragedy, new potential 
materializes, but not all is 
positive in that regard. New 
opportunities bring 
opportunists. Low-balling 
insurance adjusters slight 
customers who are in the most 
vulnerable circumstances. 
Unscrupulous men prey on 
those with the most urgent 
needs offering to “help” for 
attractive fees, but vanishing 
with the money before 
completing the work. 
Similarly, during times of 
great trial, false teachers slip 
in to prey on the disturbed 
sheep.   

The best defense against 
looming disaster is not a 
strong offense. Rather, it is a 
strong God who can bear you 
through overwhelming crises 
that are germane to the human 
experience. Sometimes the 
going gets tough, but that’s 
when the tough get going. 
Along with times of physical 
ease, Jesus prophesied that 
some in His Church would 
undergo serious tempering of 
their faith, yet it would benefit 
them in the long run. “I know 
your works, tribulation, and 
poverty (but you are 
rich)…Do not fear any of 
those things which you are 
about to suffer. Indeed, the 
devil is about to throw some 
of you into prison, that you 
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may be tested, and you will 
have tribulation ten days. 
Be faithful until death, and I 
will give you the crown of 
life” (Revelation 2:9-10). 
 
Trials and disasters come 
from various sources and 
have a pronounced impact 
on our lives. However, as 
David stated in the 23rd 
Psalm, God continually 
helps and strengthens His 
children throughout their 
journey through the valleys 
of the shadow of death. 

For additional information, 
please request our free 
booklet: What Happens 
After Death? Also view our 
recently recorded Beyond 
Today Program: “Moving 
Beyond Tragedy.” 

 
 

 


