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No Jew and No Gentile 
 

by Robert Berendt 

 

There are some startling 

comments made in the 

Holy Scriptures. Few as 

startling as one stating that 

says there will be no 

genetic or gender criteria 

separating those who 

qualify to be in the 

resurrection, not for male 

or female and not between 

Jew or Gentile (Galatians 

3:28). That has some 

powerful meaning for 

eternity. In this world and 

in the Millennium to 

come, God clearly shows 

His special concern for the 

Israelites. The Bible is 

filled with caring 

comments about how God 

will rescue them and work 

with them. Of course, as 

many as 50% of the 

Israelites were women, so 

that whole group is special 

 

 

 to God and not only the 

males. However, Paul 

clearly foresaw another 

time in the future when 

being a descendant of 

Abraham would no longer 

be a consideration. What 

will have changed? What 

is the importance of that 

stated change and how 

does that blend in with the 

concept that being male or 

female will also lose its 

importance? These are 

strong spiritual values that 

we need to consider and 

think about.  

 

Jesus was asked a question 

by the Sadducees who did 

not believe in a 

resurrection from the 

dead. They posed a 

question of a woman who 

had had seven husbands 

 and asked whose wife she 

would be in the 

resurrection 

(Matthew22:28-32).  

Jesus states that those in 

the resurrection are like 

the angels – and are not 

given in marriage. In 

Galatians 3:26-29 Paul 

also looked forward to the 

distant future and used the 

example of equality before 

God even while we are “in 

the flesh,” to show that 

equality would be certain 

once we are spiritual. Paul 

understood God’s great 

sense of justice and love. 

He wrote that there is no 

partiality with God 

(Romans 2:11). Paul 

continued to explain that 

all who repent and turn to 

God are considered 

“Jews” in God’s sight 

(Romans2:28-29). Paul 

also stated in Rom 3:23 

that all had sinned and in 

Rom 3:29 that God was 

the God of the Jews and 

the Gentiles 

 

True and lasting equality 

 

In this life we often hear 

of anti-Semitism and our 

history books have much 

to say about the 

persecution of those who 

are “different” to us. Non-
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Jews strike out against the 

Jews and Jews try to 

defend themselves. In a 

similar vein we see the 

many times when women 

are not treated with the 

same respect and honor 

that the males demand for 

themselves.   Women have 

long felt the lack of 

appreciation and being 

treated with equality 

within our societies.  We 

would be wrong to claim 

that all women are equal 

to all men in all things – 

just as we would be wrong 

in stating that all women 

are equal to each other. 

There are tall and there are 

short. There are lean and 

less lean. There are more 

intelligent and gifted and 

less intelligent and gifted. 

That is obvious among 

men as well as women. It 

is when we consider 

ourselves as standing 

before God that we realize 

that all of us need the 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ 

because we have all 

sinned. In that way we are 

all equal and we all need 

the help of God. Having 

said that, though, it is also 

apparent that even among 

ourselves there are the 

more zealous of God’s 

way and the less zealous. 

There are some who are 

not using the Holy Spirit 

as they should. That must 

be true or Paul would 

never have felt the need to 

admonish Timothy to “stir 

up the gift of God” (the 

Holy Spirit) (2 Timothy 

1:6).  

 

In 1 Corinthians 15:41-42 

Paul writes about the 

different “glories” with 

which people will be 

resurrected. Some will be 

greater because they have 

been more zealous and 

more perfect in following 

Jesus Christ. The Bible 

tells us that the Son will 

always be subject to the 

Father (I Corinthians 

15:28). We too will 

always be subject to the 

Son and to the Father. In 

some instances we will be 

subject to one another. 

However, there will be no 

barriers such as male and 

female, Jew or Greek, 

cultural or racial 

differences, that will play 

a role in the place we hold 

as children of God. There 

will be no jealousy and 

dissatisfaction. The only 

factor will be how well we 

have pleased God and 

walked in the footsteps of 

Jesus Christ. Thus anyone 

who is not an Israelite, but 

who is closer to God than 

other Israelites, will be 

accepted into a higher 

position of responsibility. 

God is fair and just. There 

will be cases where the 

wives of men who are also 

in the resurrection will be 

given a more glorious 

body and greater 

responsibility. They will 

no longer be husband and 

wife. Race, culture, 

intelligence or eye color 

will not play a role in 

where we fit into God’s 

future. The only factor 

will be the degree of our 

obedience and humility 

before Him. 

 

No room for pride 

 

We ought to know these 

facts from the history that 

is indicated in the 

scriptures. Noah was not 

an Israelite and in all 

likelihood Job was not an 

Israelite. Yet, they are 

highly favored by God and 

will obtain a position 

higher than most in the 

resurrection. Hebrews 11 

gives a list of people who 

are highly favored by God 

– but some were not 

Israelites. Those listed are 

Abel, Enoch, Noah, 

Abraham, Sarah, Isaac and 

Rahab. The term Israelite 

did not exist until the 

descendants of Jacob 

appeared.  

 

Like the Jews of Jesus’ 

day and people of certain 

races or nationalities 

today, we see ourselves 

slipping into a “holier-

than-thou” attitude (Isaiah 

65:5). There has been an 

ongoing struggle among 

many people to be the 

ones who are closest to 

God and chosen by Him. 

Prejudice and bias creep in 
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without us noticing - and 

suddenly a problem 

appears. God does make it 

clear that He designed 

people to be different. He 

wants different races, 

cultures and nations. 

Removing prejudice does 

not mean “blending.” But 

to think that we are more 

favored by God just 

because of our skin color, 

DNA makeup or 

intelligence is a sure 

recipe for failure. Peter 

tells us that God resists the 

proud (I Peter5:5).     Peter  

also learned that God 

showed no partiality and 

all who were righteous 

were accepted (Acts10:35-

36).  

 

We can see from the 

interaction between God 

and some of the women of 

the Bible that He placed a 

great value on righteous 

women. The prayers of 

Hannah (I Samuel1:11-12) 

and the righteousness and 

goodness of Elisabeth and 

Mary (Luke1:6, 28-38) 

reveal the favor women 

also found with God. God 

has chosen to use men in 

the ministry of the church, 

but part of the 

qualifications for the 

married ministry is to have 

a worthy wife. In the body 

of Christ that exists today 

we are commanded to 

maintain a high sense of 

value and respect towards 

any and all converted 

people. There is no line of 

distinction between male 

and female, Jew or Greek 

in the area of respect and 

value. That does not mean 

we have no differences or 

that all could or should be 

ministers within the body. 

It does tell us that God 

values each person, and 

evaluates them on their 

own merit. God assigns 

certain tasks to us and the 

way in which we obey is 

what counts. Christ gives 

the various talents 

(Matthew25:15).  It is 

what we do with the 

responsibility and position 

that God gives us that                                                                                  

pleases Him.                   

 

Now is the time to put the 

knowledge God has given 

into practice. Now is the 

time to develop a fervent 

love for the brethren (I 

Peter 4:8). We are to 

recognize the various 

offices, but not think less 

of those who have what 

seem to be lesser 

responsibilities. Our 

physical accomplishments 

will fade and vanish in 

time, but our spiritual 

development will remain 

forever for men and 

women, Jew or Gentile. 

We are all to take on the 

nature and character of 

God. We are all children 

of God for whom Jesus 

had to die and for whose 

sake He now lives as the 

High Priest before God the 

Father (Hebrews 4:14-15).   

 

 

For more information, 

request our free study 

aids, What Is Your 

Destiny? and The Gospel 

of the Kingdom. 

              

 

 

 

Joseph, Jesus, and Me 
 

by Katherine Rowland 
 

What do we as Christians today have in common with those who came before us? 

   

I was thinking the other day of the myth of Cassandra, a prophetess who would foretell 

the future but never be believed. What a frustrating existence that would be! But then I 
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thought about how small 

my own voice seems in 

the wilderness I walk 

through with my brothers 

and sisters in Christ: 

calling out that God is, 

crying out that if we 

follow Him, He will 

save...and knowing that 

many think I am soft in 

the brain for even 

believing in Christianity. 

It's easy to feel hopeless, 

lost in the little 

frustrations of daily life, 

wondering whether I'm 

making the right decisions 

and choices, questioning 

my intentions and 

character, and knowing 

that I believe in something 

that is held up to ridicule. 

 

But a chance reading of a 

section of the Psalms gave 

me a different perspective. 

In Psalms 105:16-22, I 

read, "Moreover He called 

for a famine in the land; 

He destroyed all the 

provision of bread. He 

sent a man before them—

Joseph—who was sold as 

a slave. They hurt his feet 

with fetters He was laid in 

irons. Until the time that 

his word came to pass, 

The word of the LORD 

tested him. The king sent 

and released him, The 

ruler of the people let him 

go free. He made him lord 

of his house, And ruler of 

all his possessions, To 

bind his princes at his 

pleasure, And teach his 

elders wisdom." 

 

The Psalms itself is a 

retelling of the story of the 

Israelites up to their 

departure from Egypt. But 

what caught my attention 

was the description of 

Joseph. To me, it hints of 

the first coming of Jesus 

Christ--bound, made 

captive, until His words 

came to pass. How is our 

story like that of Joseph 

and Jesus Christ? 

 

 
 

1) We're strangers in a 

strange land. This is a 

facet common to figures in 

the Bible: people who 

were in places they would 

not expect to be or where 

they didn't belong. We

also long for a different, 

better nation. Whatever 

country we are from, we 

know that there is some 

part of us that does not 

belong here. 

 

2) We proclaim a truth 

that those around us 

have difficulty accepting. 

Joseph, through God's 

Spirit, prophesied that a 

famine was coming, while 

all around them the 

Egyptians could see great 

prosperity. Jesus Christ 

proclaimed the Gospel of 

the Kingdom of God, a 

message that was accepted 

by some but rejected 

violently by the religious 

leaders of the time as 

heretical. The truth that we 

proclaim seems like folly 

to those around us. 

 

3) In this world, we will 

have trouble. Joseph's 

brothers sold him into 

slavery. The people that 

should have known Christ 

for who He was rejected 

Him and killed Him. 

Christ's followers have 

suffered over and over 

again for their beliefs, but 

we battle not with flesh 

and blood but against 

"spiritual hosts of 

wickedness" (Ephesians 

6:12). 

 

4) We will be set free and 

raised up. If we continue 

reading in Psalms 105, we 

read in verses 43-45 at the 
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very end that, "He brought 

out His people with joy, 

His chosen ones with 

gladness. He gave them 

the lands of the Gentiles, 

And they inherited the 

labor of the nations, That 

they might observe His 

statutes And keep His 

laws." 

 

Joseph was set free from 

prison and rose to 

rulership in Egypt. Jesus 

Christ was freed from the 

grave and rose back to 

rulership with His 

Father...and we are told 

that He is coming again to 

rule over the earth. We are 

told that someday, we will 

be freed from these mortal 

bodies (1 Corinthians 

15:54) and that Christ has 

made us kings and priests 

to His Father (Revelation 

1:6). 

 

Life is not easy, and Christ 

never said that it would 

be. But we can look in the 

Bible to see a pattern of 

those who have come 

before us. We can follow 

in those footsteps toward a 

future that we can believe 

in. If we want the end 

result, though, we must be 

faithful even when we feel 

like no one is listening. 

 

 

For more information 

request our free study 

aids, You Can Have Living 

Faith and The Gospel of 

the Kingdom. 

  

 

 

Changing Your Perspective 
 

by Lorelei Nettles

 

My son is 6' 5” tall. I am 

5' 3” tall. As you may 

imagine, we make quite 

the sight walking side-by-

side. Considering his 

height, I have come to rely 

on him to retrieve certain 

high-placed items and also 

items that I cannot see. 

His height gives him a 

clear view to things that 

are blocked for me. In 

other words, he has a 

different perspective on 

the world than I do. I think 

of Zacchaeus in Luke 

19:3, “He wanted to see 

who Jesus was, but 

because he was short he 

could not see over the

 crowd.” (NIV throughout) 

 

Zacchaeus, like me, was 

short and couldn't see 

Jesus from where he 

stood. My son, however, 

could have easily seen 

over the crowd. I imagine 

that my son is able to see 

some pretty cool things 

that I miss out on. 

However, there are a lot of 

things that he could miss 

as well. Things I see easily 

could be overlooked by 

him from his perspective. 

As Christians, we too 

must consider our 

perspective in life. We 

want to see what is

 important and not miss 

out, but at the same time 

we want to make sure we 

have the right perspective. 

 

Changing our ways 

In the United States, we 

recently went through an 

election. Before Election 

Day, the airways were 

filled with ads promoting 

the candidates or in most 

cases, slamming one 

candidate or another. The 

ads definitely influence 

some people, but those 

who are firmly set behind 

their candidate cannot be 

moved. From their 

perspective, their
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allegiance has to stand 

with the one that best fits 

their political affiliation. It 

doesn't matter to them 

who the candidate is or 

what he or she stands for, 

they cannot turn aside. 

 

This can happen to us as 

well. Sometimes we get so 

set in our way of thinking 

that we cannot see beyond 

it. We stand fast and 

cannot be moved. While 

standing fast in our 

Christian life is 

encouraged, there are 

times when we must be 

ready for change.  In 

Genesis 35:2-4, Jacob tells 

his family to put away 

their foreign gods and 

purify themselves. They 

give him their idols and 

Jacob buries them. They 

were being asked to 

change their ways. They 

were asked to put away 

their idols. 

 

Sometimes God wants us 

to change our mind 

In the Parable of the Two 

Sons we are taught how to 

believe what we are 

taught. "What do you 

think? A man had two 

sons. And he went to the 

first and said, "Son, go 

and work in the vineyard 

today." 29. And he 

answered, "I will not," but 

afterward he changed his 

mind and went. 30. And he 

went to the other son and 

said the same. And he 

answered, "I go, sir," but 

did not go. 31. Which of 

the two did the will of his 

father?" They said, "The 

first." Jesus said to them, 

"Truly, I say to you, the 

tax collectors and the 

prostitutes go into the 

kingdom of God before 

you. 32. For John came to 

you in the way of 

righteousness, and you did 

not believe him, but the 

tax collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him. 

And even when you saw it, 

you did not afterward 

change your minds and 

believe him. (Matthew 

21:28) 

 

If our perspective is so 

steadfast on every subject 

that we cannot listen and 

respond with an open 

mind, we may miss out on 

a point in which God 

would like us to change so 

that our lives might reflect 

His nature in us. God our 

Father wants us to hear 

Him and change who we 

are when we are not in 

step with His will. He 

wants us to be obedient. 

 

Faith is based on what we 

cannot see. One of The 

biggest problems for Old 

Testament Israel was that 

they were constantly 

looking for the physical. 

They returned to man-

made idols and asked for 

kings to lead them. They 

could not or would not 

consistently follow the 

unseen God. Even with 
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God's spirit we still 

struggle to believe without 

seeing. Satan preys on our 

desire to see, and will 

encourage it. 

 

When we take the time to 

change who we are, God 

promises to make changes 

too. 1 Corinthians 15:51-

52 speaks to that change. 

“Behold! I tell you a 

mystery. We shall not all 

sleep, but we shall all be 

changed, in a moment, in 

the twinkling of an eye, at 

the last trumpet. For the 

trumpet will sound, and 

the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we shall 

be changed.  

 

Our perspectives change 

as we get older, by what 

we do and what we see. 

We often learn more about 

the world and we often 

view things differently 

over time.  Our family and 

friends may affect our 

perspective in a good way 

or a bad way, as can 

teachers, television, radio, 

officials and our religious 

leaders. Unfortunately, we 

also have Satan's influence 

to contend with. The 

question then becomes, 

who or what will we let 

change our perspectives in 

life so that we are 

allowing Godly change to 

be reflected in us? My son 

and I must make 

adjustments in our 

physical lives each and 

every day. I must use 

stools to reach things and 

climb higher to see over 

some things. He must 

kneel to pick some things 

up and bend down to see 

or get to some places that 

are easily accessed by me. 

We have learned to respect 

each other’s perspectives 

but, at the same time, we 

are careful not to become 

too stuck on one way of 

doing things. There is 

often room for change and 

change can make the 

difference between being 

stuck and moving forward. 

 

For more information on 

changing your 

perspective, ask for our 

free study guide: 

Transforming Your Life: 

The Process of 

Conversion.
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