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First Ever Youth Camp in Brazil
by Len Martin

On Sunday, Dec. 27, 2015, seven peo-
ple (Jorge de Campos, Kathy de Campos, 
Stella Helterbrand, Courtney Horvath, 
Isaac Nelson, David Rains and Len Mar-
tin) traveled to Brazil to run the first ever 
youth camp in the area for 26 campers, 
ranging in age from 6 to 18.

The planning began in January of 2015, 
when Jorge de Campos, director of the 
Church’s efforts in the Portuguese speak-
ing countries, made a request to Roy Hol-
laday, operation manager for Ministerial 
and Member Services and Steve Nutzman, 
national coordinator of United Youth 
Camps: “God has placed in my mind the 
thought that a Youth Camp in Maloca de 
Moscou, Brazil, would be greatly benefi-

cial to the young people living there.”
In April of 2015, Len Martin accom-

panied Mr. de Campos to the area, and 
after evaluating the existing conditions, 
they proposed the idea of a youth camp to 
the brethren. The idea was received with 
great enthusiasm. So now the work had 
to begin.

We needed dorms, upgraded shower 
facilities, upgraded kitchen equipment, 
a playing field, all the sports equipment, 
and of course we needed the financing to 
make it possible. The cost of this entire 
effort was split into two separate Good 
Works projects. The first project is relat-
ed to the building materials needed and 

by Corbin Rose

“On this trip, I learned that people who 
work hard together, sweat together, and 
perhaps smell together (on days when 
there’s no water for showers!) will then be 
more able to laugh together, cry together, 
and share in the same struggles. That is 
what made this team a strong one, and 
that is what made the project a success.” 
- Autumn Weis 

While it was true that most of us had 
enough bug bites on our legs to map out 
major constellations, not many of us got 
enough sleep, and cold or waterless show-
ers were common—none of this mattered 
to us, for we were blessed with the oppor-
tunity to spend time with our wonder-
ful kids at Eagle’s Nest! Each morning 
we eagerly awaited the adventures of the 
day—whether it involved changing mul-
tiple diapers at once, getting a raspberry 
blown on our faces, getting attacked with 
tickles or hugs, or just making a child 
laugh and feel loved.  

While many backstories of how the 
children ended up at Eagle’s Nest are 
heartbreaking, we were reminded that 
these beautiful kids are not defined by 
their circumstances or stories; they are 
all precious children worthy of love and 
respect and are in a place where they are 
loved and are healing. 

Daily we met in awe of the beauty of 
lake Atitlán and its surrounding moun-
tains and volcanoes.  Here we would talk 
about the plan for the day, share some sto-
ries from the previous day and take part 
in team-building activities. Often this was 
the point at which we realized how God 
can take a group of people (mostly strang-
ers) and transform us all into a close-knit 
group that felt like a family with the uni-
fied goal of loving these children and run-
ning a well-structured program. 

On the Sabbath at Eagle’s Nest, the men 
gave sermonettes, while during the week 
the young ladies presented leadership 
discussions called “Team Talks” (similar 
to TED talks) which led to deep follow-

up conversations that further enabled 
our team to grow spiritually and to feel 
more like a family. “It was so exciting to 
see what God was doing in the lives of our 
Youth Corps Team.” - Jonathan Magee

After breakfast, we would set up for 
our respective activities. Daily we were 
reminded that though we all wore a few 

Eagle’s Nest Orphanage Recap

Group photo of participants who took part in the United Youth Corps Project at Eagle’s Nest 
Orphanage in Sololá, Guatemala. 
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Campers enjoying camp in Brazil at the first ever United Youth Camp in the country. 
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This annual event welcomes over 100 teenagers from across the Midwest. We will recognize our gradu-
ating seniors and have a dinner and dance just for our teenagers aged 12-19. Morning activities will 
be held on Sunday, April 3, as well. Registration is now open and all the details can be found at www.
midwestteenprom.com.

Midwest Teen 
Prom
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This year, for the first time in the mod-
ern era of the Church of God, brethren 
observed our loving Father’s Feast of 
Tabernacles in Hong Kong, China. Hong 
Kong, which is most closely translated 
from Cantonese as “fragrant harbor,” and 
is also known as Asia’s World City, sits 
alongside beautiful Victoria Harbour, 
with Hong Kong on one side and Kow-
loon on the opposite.

The brethren who live in Hong Kong 
were joined by brethren from Australia, 
Great Britain, Singapore and the United 
States—83 in all attended. The messages 
were truly inspired by God, and for the 
last few days of the Feast, Peter and Terri 
Eddington from the home office and Earl 

Roemer, who serves as the senior pastor 
for the Philippines and Hong Kong, were 
able to join the rest of the brethren in 
observing the final days of the Feast.

In addition to the inspiring messages 
given, brethren were able to enjoy many 
of the exciting opportunities and dining 
experiences that only a metropolitan envi-
ronment can provide. For activities, breth-
ren enjoyed a cruise on Victoria Harbour, 
where they were able to view Hong Kong’s 

famous and beautiful skyline, along with 
the largest light show on earth.

Other activities included Victoria Peak, 
with its stunning vistas and hiking trails, 
family day, and youth day activities. At the 
beginning of the Eighth Day, there was a 
group dinner, where brethren were able 
to enjoy great fellowship as we began to 
observe the final day of the Feast of the 
Great God. 

Terry Franke
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by Dan Dowd

The 2015 Winter Camp was amazing! 
We were once again at the Camp Tim-
ber-lee facility in East Troy, Wisconsin—
located on 650 acres in South-central 
Wisconsin, providing a beautiful environ-
ment in which to learn more about God’s 
way of life. This year we hosted 61 camp-
ers and 27 staff along with 12 young adults 
in the Winter Leadership Camp running 
concurrently with the regular teen camp.

December in Wisconsin this year start-
ed out unseasonably warm. It looked like 
we wouldn’t have snow for Winter Camp, 
but God answered our prayers. On the 
first full day of camp (Monday, Dec. 28) a 
winter storm passed through the area. We 
received six inches of perfect snow for our 
outdoor activities! There were many teens 
who traveled great distances to experi-
ence snow, and they weren’t disappointed.

Our activity schedule included an all-
camp amazing race on the first day of 
camp, as well as teambuilding, dance 
class (with two camp dances), winter field 
sports, orienteering, zipline, game room, 
open science center, flag football, capture 
the flag, watercolor painting, personality 
plus and a communication class. Snow-
boarding was a big hit with the campers 
(even with being sore from the activity), 
and we once again had the overnight cam-
pout for those brave enough to face the 
cold outside.

The UYC theme this year was “Be 
Like Our Heavenly Father,” and it was a 
focus of the morning compass checks, 
the Christian living and other Biblical 

instruction. Aspects of this theme were 
also reinforced at many of the activities 
and other conversations throughout the 
day. It is always encouraging to see the 
minds of our youths engaged in God’s 
Word.

Held concurrently with Winter Camp 
was Winter Leadership Camp. Twelve 
young adults participated in this camp 
serving alongside activity staff and coun-
selors. They also enjoyed activities as a 
group and attended additional Bible class-
es, seminars and Q&As focused on lead-
ing in the camp setting, their local congre-
gations and life in general. They had many 
opportunities to lead and serve including 
giving speeches and sermonettes, plan-
ning and hosting the camp dance, and 
serving snacks daily to the campers. Win-
ter Leadership Camp participants played 

an important role at Winter Camp—help-
ing to teach classes, assisting counselors, 
interaction with and supporting camp-
ers, and being dining hall monitors. Win-
ter Leadership Camp was valuable and 
well received, and we plan to repeat this 
opportunity again next year.

The 2016 Winter Camp will run from 
camper check-in on Dec. 25 until check-
out on Jan. 1. Staff will arrive on Dec. 23 
or 24. Tuition for Winter Camp will be 
$315. We are planning the regular variety 
of winter indoor and outdoor activities: 
arts and crafts, amazing race, broom-
ball, dance, teambuilding, tubing, tobog-
ganing, field sports, winter survival and 
more. Staff positions are available for 
those activities and for dorm counselors.

Come and be a part of Winter Camp 
2016!  UN

A girls dorm enjoys their time at Winter Camp.

Children singing in the children’s choir at the Feast of Tabernacles in Hong Kong, China. 

Hong Kong, China, Festival Report 2015
q Editor’s note: We apologize 
for not running the Hong 
Kong Feast report in the 
October-November 2015 issue.
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My mom and dad were World War II 
refugees from the USSR who found their 
way to the United States. My dad’s first 
boss gave him a serious-looking black 
book that my parents kept on our china 
cabinet. I was still in grade school, but 
was very curious as to what was in this 
book. I had heard of the Bible but wanted 
to know for myself what it actually said. 
I could read. What was to keep me from 
reading this book? I took the Bible into 
my room and started reading right from 
the start—from Genesis through the Old 
Testament. My mother took us to a lake 
during summer vacation. I remember 

taking the Bible along and reading it on the train.
I remember the first time I read about the creation, the flood, the Tower of Babel, 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, the Exodus, Judges, David, the nation of Israel and 
all the rest. I’ll admit that I got tangled up in the book of Chronicles and had to seri-
ously skip ahead to more easily understood words.

I sensed a power in the words of the Bible. An eternal voice spoke through all the 
stories. It was the narrative of man, God, right, wrong, good and evil. When taking 
the reading up strictly by myself, I saw a story of all these forces working with and 
against one another.

I found particular relevance and speaking right to me when I came to Proverbs. 
There were short exclamations about friendships, pride, jealousy, laziness-all les-
sons that were instructive to my exploration of what I was as a growing child.

I’m very happy to announce that this year’s Christian living theme at the teen 
United Youth Camps is “Guided by God’s Word.”

Daily there will be great sub-themes at camp. Focus will be to help everyone take 
a greater interest in what the Bible actually says and help you relate to the voice 
of God that speaks through the pages of the Bible. You already own one, and you 
can make it the guide that you need to follow. This is what we want our campers to 
come see and follow.

Not only is the Bible a guide, but it is a book of caution of what can and will most 
likely happen if you violate the principles it proclaims. A healthy fear was put into 
me at a young age, so when I came to my later teen years, I actually did think twice 
before making foolish mistakes in my relationship with God. I was not perfect and 
did suffer for missteps, but I am thankful that I did not make mistakes which would 
make me live a life of regret. We want to explore the Bible from that perspective. 
We want our campers to come to that realization themselves.

The United Youth Camps where you will attend this summer and winter will leave 
indelible memories of recreation, sports, friendships and all the physical blessings 
that come from the camp experience. But I can safely say you will also remember 
the teaching, discussion and application of the spiritual lessons that are the founda-
tion for what makes the physical so memorable for years to come.

We thank you for your support of this program, for our young people, and the 
Church’s future. If you are able to, would you please make a financial gift to provide 
a scholarship for a young person who could not otherwise afford to go? We want 
all of our young people to have an equal opportunity regardless of their or their 
parent’s financial circumstances.

May God the Father and Jesus Christ bless and keep you.

With love in Christ’s service,
    Victor Kubik

Campers, what an opportunity awaits 
you at camp! Our main Christian living 
theme at camp this year is “Guided by 
God’s Word.” Here are several key elements 
of our theme.

Guided
Through the Bible, God guides us to act 

wisely, to ponder and to learn. The Bible 
is filled with practical instruction on how 
to become “spiritually intelligent” because 
we learn from God, we follow His laws and 
become spiritually wise in our lives.

Notice how King David desired to be 
guided by God: “I will instruct you and 
teach you in the way you should go; I will 
counsel you and watch over you. Do not 

be like the horse or the mule, which have no understanding but must be controlled 
by bit and bridle or they will not come to you. Many are the woes of the wicked, but 
the Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the man who trusts in him” (Psalm 32:8-10, New 
International Version).

David is clear that we should not be like an untrained horse or mule that must always 
be controlled with a bit and bridle and will not learn.

God’s Word—A Light to Our Path
The Psalmist wrote in Psalm 119:105: “Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light for 

my path.”
What a great analogy. At camp you will probably be using a flashlight of some kind 

at night in order to get around camp. In the same way, the Bible lights up our path so 
we don’t make mistakes and run into trouble. Let God’s Word light your path, your 
everyday life, your entire life. Pray to God about your decisions (be specific!) and ask 
Him to light the path for you—it works!

Timothy the Minister Grew Up in God’s Church
Just like you, Timothy grew up in God’s Church. Notice this in 2 Timothy 3:13-

17: “While evil men and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being 
deceived. But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become con-
vinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy 
you have known the holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation 
through faith in Christ Jesus. All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, 
rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be 
thoroughly equipped for every good work” (NIV). 

Here we learn some big lessons:
Verse 13 tells us that, without God and His Bible to light our path, we blindly stumble 

around, going from bad to worse. Sin leads to more sin.
Verse 14 makes the point that, since Timothy grew up in God’s Church, his life was 

much different. Paul encourages Timothy to continue to stay faithful and convicted 
to what he knows.

In verse 15 we learn that Timothy knew from “infancy” the holy Scriptures. It is 
fantastic that God can open the mind of youth to the meaning of the passages in the 
Bible. Think about that!

Verse 16 contains a remarkable truth: The Bible comes from God. “God-breathed” 
means divinely inspired. The Bible points to eternal life with God. There is no other 
book in all of human history like the Bible. Each year it is the world’s best-selling and 
most widely distributed book. The Bible is useful in teaching, rebuking, correcting and 
training in righteousness. No other book in the world offers all of this to you.

Finally verse 17 reaches the crux of the matter: Wise youth who read and apply what 
they read in the Bible are prepared for life and reap God’s blessings along their path.

Campers, we will continue this inspiring theme at the teen camps this summer and 
at Winter Camp. We look forward to seeing you there! In the meantime, study your 
Bible and be guided by God’s Word.

Steve Nutzman
United Youth Camps coordinator

Letter from the President

Guided By God’s Word
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“I’m going to walk in my faith

Rex Sexton
Northwest Camp director

For one week each year parents across the country trust us with their most pre-
cious possession—their teens and preteens. As camp directors and staff we take 
this responsibility very seriously. “Safety first” is always our primary consideration 
at UYC camps. We all pray for God’s protection for our teen and pre-teen camps 
and are thankful for that protection over the years. However, faith and effort work 
together, so we have worked diligently over the years to make sure all of our camps 
are as accident free as possible.

A safe camp environment is not an accident. A safe camp requires planning, camp 
standards for every activity, a properly trained staff, and daily vigilance and aware-
ness of safety standards.

All outdoor activities involve an element of risk, some more than others. Most of 
our activities, such as softball and speedaway, can be played energetically but are 
very low risk for any injury.  Even in low-risk activities our staff is careful to make 
sure everything is as safe and accident free as possible.

For activities that are more challenging, we take every reasonable precaution. 
Our staff members are trained, experienced and usually certified to teach that activ-
ity. We also use up-to-date safety equipment whenever possible.

Here are a few examples:
Winter Camp: At Winter Camp, campers are sometimes working and playing in 

snow or on ice. Last year we purchased snowboards to add to our activity list. In 
addition, we purchased helmets for snowboarders to wear. We now have helmets 
to use for field sports and broomball.

Rock climbing: The safety record for rock climbing at Hye Sierra and Pinecrest is 
excellent.  Each day the gear is examined and checked. Prior to camp, the climbing 
site is examined for potential danger areas as the climbing route is set up. Those 
belaying are kept distraction free so complete attention can be given to the climber. 
Activity leaders maintain national certifications and regularly climb to keep up their 
skills.

The rope climbing program is based on established top-rope safety protocols 
of the American Mountain Guides Association (AMGA). At Camp Cotubic the high 
ropes course, climbing wall, and zipline are run and overseen by the certified staff 
who work at the camp. UYC staff assist when campers are enjoying these activities.

Water activities: In addition to qualified staff directing all activities, our UYC 
camp standards require that all water activities have unencumbered lifeguards on 
duty whenever campers are near or in the water. “Unencumbered” means that the 
lifeguard cannot also be teaching or otherwise distracted during this time from 
his or her duty as a guard. In order to comply with this standard, Northwest Camp 
usually has 10 or more certified lifeguards on staff for the week. Guards are always 
present on the Pacific Ocean beach, swimming lake, water skiing, and on the kayak 
trip down the Nehalem River. Thankfully we have never experienced the need for 
a deep water rescue, but if the need ever arises, the trained and certified guards 
will be there.

Waterskiing: The only UYC camp that offers water skiing is Northwest Camp. 
Water skiing is always rated by the campers as one of the most enjoyable and con-
fidence-building activities of the week. Our ski program is operated according to 
Cypress Garden standards, with all drivers, observers, and instructors passing skill 
proficiency tests and safety awareness training prior to the beginning of camp. 
Four of our ski crew have been teaching water skiing at camps since 1975—for a 
combined total of nearly 200 years of experience. Instructors are in the water with 
the campers as they learn to ski and ride wakeboards. This hands-on method not 
only is safe, but it also builds confidence and has resulted in a very high percentage 
of campers learning to ski.

Camp medical office: Every camp has on staff a qualified medical person such as 
a registered nurse or medical doctor. Our camp standards require all medications 
be kept and administered by the camp nurse, who also keeps records of all medical 
needs and services. During most of the camp sessions the medical office is relatively 
quiet, but when the need arises the services of the nurse are always appreciated.

A safe camp environment is the product of planning and work by the staff and, 
most of all, God’s blessing over the last 21 years of the United Youth Camps pro-
gram.

Safety Is Always First at Camp

“In my personal life
I plan on being more

CARING 
RESPECTFUL
and not do what people 
want me to do when I 
think it is wrong.”

with my head held high.”

reserved 
about talking 
to others 

“i am going 
to be less

about God.”

“I learned that 
I am SPECIAL to God. 
I’m not just in a clump. 

 “I LOVE being with my dorm: 
eating, sleeping and talking all week.”

Camper Quotes

God specifically loves me.”

Health Exams 
No Longer Required

 
After careful review, United Youth Camps no longer requires health exams 

for teen campers or staff, unless required by local or state law where a partic-
ular camp is located. However, for first-time campers, such exams are recom-
mended to confirm that the camper does not have unknown health issues 
and is fit enough for the teen camp experience,

If parents decide on a health exam for their camper, they may submit a 
copy for inclusion in that camper’s health history file for reference by the 
camp nurse and other approved staff. It should be noted that a complet-
ed and signed “health history” form and “permission to treat” form are still 
required for all campers and staff along with an on-site “health screening” 
at check-in.

Below are specifics why United Youth Camps arrived at this 
decision:

1)  Our teen camps are one week in duration, and only five full days are 
actual activity days,

2)  The vast majority of the camp activities do not require rigorous physical 
activity–we are not an adventure or sports camp.

3)  We have well trained healthcare providers who are in the proximity of 
where camp activities take place.

4)  We have well trained activity staff who provides detailed and careful 
instruction in advance of the activity and can detect when a camper is hav-
ing difficulty. 

5) The American Camp Association, of which UYC used to be a member, no 
longer mandates a host camp, such as UYC, to require health exams.
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Before coming to camp I had many 
fears and concerns churning in my mind. 
I wondered if the other campers would 
accept me and if I would do well at the 
sport activities. Sometimes I wondered if 
I would be comfortable in the dorms and 
be able to sleep in a room full of strang-
ers. What would happen if bad weather 
or a natural disaster occurred while I was 
away at camp? At the same time, I was 
super excited and talked about how much 
I looked forward to going.

When the time came, the car ride was 
nerve racking! By the time we got there my 
stomach was in knots. I almost asked my 
parents to turn the car around and take me 
back home. But I felt that if I didn’t follow 
through I would miss out on an awesome 
experience. My anxiety persisted while getting settled into my dorm. I felt a little scared 
when the time came to say goodbye to my parents and my brother. Finally, my nerves 
settled a bit when I realized that I recognized one of my counselors. Soon, other famil-
iar faces began to arrive, and my anxiety started to fade. Towards the end of the day 
everyone was getting better acquainted and having fun. The days that followed were 
full of fun and challenging activities. In the evenings our dorm would come together 
and recap our highlights and low points of the day. Each of us would set personal goals 
to achieve for the next day.

I would have to say that the high ropes course was one of my most memorable expe-
riences. I had never done this activity before and I really looked forward to it. After 
getting harnessed I began climbing up to the first platform. The area was crowded so 
I was instructed to continue climbing up to the second platform. As I reluctantly con-
tinued I started to realize how scared of heights I really was and began to panic. What 
did I get myself into? When I reached the next platform I had lost all my confidence 
and started crying. It was somewhat comforting to have one of the staff members help 
me with my ropes and give me encouragement to continue. It seemed like an eternity 
before I had enough courage to step out onto the thin wobbly cord. All I could think 
about was my harness breaking and falling to my doom below! My hands were sweaty, 
and my body was shaking and I could barely keep myself under control. I wanted to 
be anywhere but here doing this! At one point, I managed to look back and I realized 
that I had come a long way from where I started. Then I heard girls from my dorm 
cheering me on from below. Hearing the cheers and seeing the end in sight gave me 
so much courage. Slowly but steadily I finished the course. As soon as my shaky feet 
touched the ground I wanted to do a little dance. How proud I felt at that moment to 
conquer my fears! 

Camp surpassed my expectations and left me longing for next summer. Strange as it 
may sound, I look forward to experiencing many more experiences like the high ropes 
course. When I’m older I hope to serve as a staff member or counselor helping to create 
lasting memories for future campers.

I guess life is full of uncertainties and moments of sheer terror. But with God’s help 
and the cheers from friends, we can all face challenges and overcome our fears.

First-Time Teen Campers

My camp experience was probably one of the best experiences of my entire life. I 
originally got interested in teen camps when my older friends were old enough to go. 
They would come home and brag about how awesome camp was, how many friends 
they made and how many activities they won. So I decided the year I turned 12 I was 
going to a teen camp. But I had no idea how nervous I would be!

This year I went to Camp Cotubic in Ohio, and I drove up with my dad and my 
younger sister. I was super nervous. I had been to pre-teen camps before, but those 
were only three days. Teen camps are a whole week! I had no idea how I would survive 
without my family for a whole week!

The drive to camp for us is about three and a half hours, and I didn’t sleep at all. 
Usually I fall asleep in a 20 minute car ride, but I was so nervous that I couldn’t sleep 
at all. When we got there I pretty much stayed with my sister and my dad until they 
decided to leave. Later we went to our dorms and hung out and introduced ourselves. 
We played a game where we had a paper with a bunch of questions and once we filled 
it out we went around the room sharing things about ourselves. After that our two 
counselors told us everything we would do the next day. I was so excited that almost 
all of the nervousness I had when my dad and sister left was gone.  

I think one of the most comforting things about camp is having people who believe 
the exact same thing that you do. There are no questions or confusions about anything. 
It’s an awesome feeling. I think one of the funniest things about it is that we’ll share 
stories about how some people don’t understand why we don’t celebrate most holidays 
or how we can’t eat certain foods. I don’t know why, but it’s just cool.

It’s also amazing how many people you will meet. I used to be an awkward person. 
I didn’t make friends on my own because I had a really social friend who was great at 
talking with everyone. She could make friends anywhere she went, and her friends just 
became my friends. But camp was a totally new experience. I didn’t have her there with 
me all the time, so I had to make friends on my own. I believe that helped me a lot. 
Without camp I would still be that one awkward girl who always clings to her friend.

Some of my favorite activities were the high ropes course, volleyball, the amazing 
race, capture the flag, campfire, and so many more. I think all of those activities made 
us closer as a dorm. We learned how to work together, and we just made stronger 
friendships.

One of the most memorable moments of camp for me was probably when I finally 
finished the high ropes course. It was extremely hard at first, but I just got into a 
rhythm. Once you reach the end you feel indestructible, like you could conquer the 

world, and nothing can stop you. 
It’s like us right now. It’s hard stand-
ing out at school or any other place 
and we will all have to go through 
some trials, but the end result will 
be amazing.

At first being a first time camper 
can be a little hard, but once you 
get into all the activities and make 
a bunch of new friends, I guarantee 
you will have the time of your life. 
And I am absolutely positive I am 
going back to teen camp next year.

Brooklyn BoothSophia Borton

Have you ever wanted to keep up with your older siblings and be allowed to do what 
they are allowed to do? Finally, this year, I was old enough to go with my brother and 
sisters to Camp Cotubic. There is a sign when you get to camp that says “Welcome to 
the Zone.” That basically means “Welcome to a Godly Way of Life.”

I’m happy to say my first year at Camp Cotubic was great! Here are seven reasons you 
should think about going to camp:

1. Everyone is nice. This includes people in the dorms, all of the staff, and the cooks. 
Everyone was friendly to each other and to me. It was good having kids the same age 
to talk to and hang out with.

2. The activities are really fun. I think this because they really made you push your-
self. For example, the swimming test made you have to swim and tread water. For the 
amazing race, my group and I learned to keep going until we finished it. (It was raining 
the whole time too!)

3. The Bible messages are great during Christian living classes. I really liked the 
topics. I think everyone in my dorm was listening, because every time I saw them they 

had their Bibles out. We had discussions and would talk about the verses.
4. It’s a perfect time to serve. This is not just for the staff but for everyone. Some ways 

the campers can serve are by helping each other out, doing simple things like holding 
the door for someone, picking up their tray, or by helping with activities.

5. Staying in a dorm is amusing. It was like having a bunch of brothers in one room. 
After about the second day, everyone kind of already knew each other and were friends. 
It was messy some days, but for dorm inspection time, we usually cleaned up pretty 
decently. It didn’t smell too bad because we had an air freshener in front of the fan!

6. The food was better than what most people say. You won’t get too hungry at 
camp, because they give you seconds or more if you want. Even when the food wasn’t 
great on that one day, I was still very thankful for it.

7. The Sabbath was a favorite day at camp. That’s the day you get to actually sit 
back and write Sabbath notes or study the Bible. Dr. Frank Dunkle gave one of the best 
sermons I’ve heard. I also liked the dance that night. It was a lot of fun.

These are the reasons why I think you should go to camp. I had a great time and will 
definitely go back next year. It’s a whole lot of fun spending time with people who think 
the same as you. If you decide to come to camp next year, I’d like to meet you!

Ethan Call
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I distinctly remember the color gray. The sky, the overall mood  was one of hesitation. 
That atmosphere was draped over the trees like a massive, morose blanket. Not a soul 
wanted to leave the campground, and more than a few tears were already being shed 
between friends and family. My last year of the Zone had come to a close, and it was 
time to depart and head for home.

The United Youth Camps program represents something different for each and every 
person who experiences it. It happens to be for me seven straight years of vivid and 
delicate memories: a breathtaking excitement; somber late  night talks with friends of 
many years. It is a beacon on my map of life, one that, when the time comes, whispers, 
“It’s time to step outside of your comfort zone.” Hye Sierra has been such a shaping 
experience for me as a young man: the staff is unforgettable and the friendships that are 
built within the walls of the Zone are unbreakable. To be in such an environment where 
God’s will and Word are both present and active is an extremely moving sensation and 
one that I would most certainly wish on everyone I have ever known.

Camp is for those who want life more abundantly.  It’s for those who live by the ideal 
that there is more to this life than just what we see around us. The utter inspiration that 
overcomes me each year (and the reason I return) is unlike anything else I have ever 
experienced. I relish the feeling I get as I get my first glance at my various friends and 
family who I have not seen in months or even years. Camp is a place where the campers 
and staff are not just tolerant of each other.  They are loving and full of cheerful embrace 
for one another. Name another place you can find that.

If I had never experienced my seven years of the UCG UYC program, I am very sure 
I would not be nearly as fulfilled in my life as I am today. I have made multiple life-
long relationships at Hye Sierra, and I feel connected to the very campground itself. 
I cannot say that I feel such a connection to many places on this earth, but high up in 
the California mountains, I feel it. I know that it is the Zone: God’s presence and love 
and a great gathering of His people, each one of them ready to change their lives for 
the better.

I’ll be at Camp Hye Sierra every single year for as long as I live, if I can help it. I hope 
to see you there!

Last Time Camper

For a 10 or 11-year-old girl, nothing was more exciting than the thought of going 
to teen camp for the very first time! I heard my sister tell numerous stories about the 
fun activities and uplifting messages, so I couldn’t wait to experience these things for 
myself. As my first year of camp drew near, my anticipation grew. The final week before 
camp had arrived and my nerves were starting to get the best of me. I was worried there 
would be no one I knew in my dorm. Although everyone told me how much fun it 
would be, I was still apprehensive about making new friends.

When I arrived at Camp Cotubic on Sunday afternoon, I was relieved to find out that 
there were other girls like me who were nervous about making new friends. I started 
talking to new people, and I found out we were very similar. It was nice to have a con-
versation with people who believe the same things as me. We were already beginning 
to feel like sisters.

Later at orientation, all of the dorms got together to talk and play games. I gathered 
enough confidence to volunteer for one of the games. The game I volunteered for was 
to put petroleum jelly on your nose, touch it to a cotton ball and run with it across the 
room, and then put it in the bowl.

It was really hard, and I started to get embarrassed when I couldn’t get the cotton ball 
into the bowl after a couple tries. But then I realized it was okay because all of my dorm 
and a lot of people in the other dorms were cheering me on! After the timer went off 
we all counted our points. I didn’t win, but as I walked back to my dorm several girls 
congratulated me, which made me feel at ease.

Throughout the week the bond with the 
12 other girls continued to grow stronger. 
We were all disappointed to see the week 
come to an end, and we were sad to have to 
leave each other, but we were excited and 
thankful for the new friendships we had 
made. We talked about what Feast sites we 
would be going to, hoping that we would 
get to see some of our new friends at the 
site that our family was going to, and we all 
made plans to stay in touch.

I will always have happy memories of 
my first year of camp. Even though I was a 
little worried before going to camp about 
not having friends I knew, I found that I 
really had nothing to worry about. The fun 
times, my new friends, and the wonderful 
memories will always be with me.

Olivia Kess

Ethan Wolfe

Steve Nutzman
United Youth Camps coordinator 

Camp Tuition—A Cooperative Effort
Covering the cost of the teen and preteen camps is shared between camp fami-

lies and the United Church of God, with all of us working together for the common 
goal of sponsoring youth camps where God’s truth is taught. This has been a suc-
cessful cooperative effort that has involved many for 22 years. In 2015 approxi-
mately 500 teen campers and 400 preteen campers attended camp.

The camp tuition that campers and parents are charged does not pay for 100 
percent of the expenses. The tithes and offerings of brethren subsidize between 
one third and one half of individual teen camp expenses; tuition covers the rest.

The reason this subsidy varies is because the rental and activity costs greatly 
vary from camp to camp, depending on several factors. We don’t rent camp facili-
ties that are not conducive to our program—such as not offering quality food or 
decent facilities. As the old expression goes, y“ou get what you pay for,” and this is 
true in the camp world.

The overall cost of camp would be much greater if we paid our volunteer staff. 
If we did, tuition would likely double. We are truly blessed with staff that love the 

youth and are dedicated to serving them. In fact, each year about 700 people 
around the world donate up to 10 or more days to serve the youth at camp, gratis. 
Thank you, staff!

We also thank you brethren who have been so generous in donating to the Unit-
ed Camp Fund. These donations help pay for camp expenses, which in turn lowers 
our overall cost of tuition and lowers the overall budget for United Youth Camps. 
This is a “good work” that those who donate are involved in, and we thank you for 
your contributions.

Parents and campers, it is a great help if the tuition is paid by the deadline, which 
for summer camp is May 1. Late payment or delayed forms add to the work load 
because additional phone calls and e-mails have to be made. It is greatly appre-
ciated if both the tuition payment and all forms can be completed by the camp 
registration deadline.

The unified effort—between parents, campers, staff who volunteer their time, 
and the tithes and donations of literally thousands of brethren—provides hun-
dreds of teens and preteens the blessing of being in the special camp environment 
where they learn God’s way of life in action. Thank you, brethren, for your dedica-
tion and inspiring example of 1 Corinthians 3:9 in action: “For we are God’s fellow 
workers; you are God’s field, you are God’s building.”

Camp Tuition: A Cooperative Effort

Read more First-Time Camper stories online! 

http://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/united-news-february-2016
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 Camp Cotubic is on 150 beautiful acres of trees and lush grass. It also includes a 
14-acre lake for a variety of fun water activities. Located near Bellefontaine, Ohio, 
Camp Cotubic is approximately 60 miles northwest of Columbus and about 60 miles 
northeast of Dayton.

Dorm Life and Spiritual Activities 
Campers will be in dorms with two counselors, who will help their campers build 

meaningful relationships with each other, as well as with the staff—and especial-
ly with God and Jesus Christ! This will be accomplished through Christian living 
classes, dorm discussions and practical Christianity classes. During daily activities 
campers will have the opportunity to apply what they learned. Each day concludes 
with a campfire, songs, skits, challenges, and a story to wrap up the day. 

Camp concludes with a peaceful Sabbath rest, followed by a dinner banquet and 
final dance.

All campers are housed in dorms with bunk beds and mattresses. Campers are 
required to bring their own bedding (sheets/blanket or sleeping bag), as well as 
their own pillow and towels.

Travel
Arrival by airline is possible through the 

Port Columbus International Airport (CMH), 
and we can arrange no-cost transportation 
between Camp Cotubic and the airport.

Activities 
Activities include: gaga ball (which replac-

es basketball this year), sand volleyball, field 
games, archery, wilderness skills, waterfront 
activities (swimming, the blob, trampoline, 
170-foot water slide), high ropes course, 
arts and crafts, climbing wall/zip-line/giant 
swing, team building, and dance.

Len Martin, camp director

Details
Dates: June 26-July 3. Staff should 

plan to arrive for Sabbath services in 
Dayton, Ohio, on June 25. Campers 
should plan their arrival sometime 
between 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, June 
26, and departure by 10 a.m. on Sun-
day, July 3.

Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 
(high-school graduate)
Camper tuition: $290 for applica-

tions prior to May 2, 2016; $340 after 
May 2 ($50 late fee)

Staff fee: None for experienced 
staff, $145 for junior staff

Send payment to: 
Len Martin
PO Box 337
Delaware, OH 43015
Make Checks Payable to: “United 
Youth Camp - Cotubic”
E-mail: len_martin@ucg.org
Phone: (614) 588-2637

Camp Pinecrest is located in the wooded, rolling hills of Southeastern Missouri. 
The camp is 100 miles south of St. Louis, near Fredericktown, Missouri.

Activities
Campers will have the opportunity to sharpen or develop new skills in a variety 

of sporting activities including softball, volleyball, ultimate frisbee and speedaway. 
Teamwork is promoted at the ropes course and the amazing race—Pinecrest ver-
sion. Other activities include archery, riflery, swimming, stand-up paddle boarding, 
pickle ball, launching off the blob into the lake, rock climbing and rappelling and 
journalism.

Dorm Life and Spiritual Activities
While fun is definitely part of the program at Pinecrest, the camp is more than 

just activities and challenges. God is central to the design and fun of the United 
Youth Camps program. It is our goal that all young people would come away from 
camp with the crucial lesson of remembering their Creator while still in their youth 
(Ecclesiastes 12:1). Each day starts with Christian living. Relationships are an impor-
tant part of the program and each day will include plenty of time for fellowship.

Staff
Many of our dedicated staff return to Pinecrest year after year, 

gaining more experience and growing in their ability to serve. A 
great staff joining together with the campers creates an environ-
ment that promotes fun, challenge and spiritual growth.

If you would like to join our staff, please note you must be 18 years 
of age or older and have the recommendation of your pastor. Every 
staff member must complete pre-camp training, and some activity 
positions require specialized training or experience.

Travel Information
The St. Louis airport is approximately two hours away. Transporta-

tion directly to and from camp will be provided at no charge.
Gary Smith, camp director

Camp Pinecrest — Missouri

Dates: June 24 - July 1
Staff orientation and training 

will begin on Thursday, June 
23, in the chapel basement at 
Camp Pinecrest. All campers 
should arrive between 1-4 p.m. 
on Friday, June 24, and should 
plan to depart from camp by 10 
a.m. on July 1. 

Camper tuition: $300 
Staff fee: None
Send forms and 
payments to:
Gary Smith, Camp Pinecrest
2519 Diamond River Drive
Rosenberg, TX 77471
Make check payable to:
“Pinecrest Camp Fund”
E-mail: gary_smith@ucg.org
Phone: (713) 582-0050

Details

Camp Cotubic — Ohio
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Camp Woodmen — Alabama

Camp Hye Sierra — California

Camp Woodmen is in the beautiful 
wooded rolling hills of Northern Ala-
bama. It is located just outside Blounts-
ville, Alabama. Camp is more than just 
activities. Camp is centered on the 
Bible and strengthening our relation-
ship with God with campers who are 
trying to live God’s way all year long.

Activities
Archery, basketball, Christian living, 

dance, high and low ropes, riflery, sand 
volleyball, softball, speedaway, swim-
ming, water sliding, and ultimate Fris-
bee are all part of the activity list.

Housing/Applications
Air-conditioned facilities are used for 

both campers and staff. Once the appli-
cation is in, you will receive e-mails to 
upload a recent picture of the camper 
and to fill out the signature form and 
transportation information.

Travel Information
After acceptance is sent by e-mail 

you will receive an e-mail to complete 
the transportation information for how 
the camper or staff will arrive to camp.

We look forward to a wonderful 
Camp Woodmen 2016!

Shawn Cortelyou, camp director

Hye Sierra is a beautiful and serene 160 acre camp located amidst the magnificent 
pines and regal redwoods of California’s Sequoia National Park. Our focus at Hye 
Sierra is showing that God’s way truly works in this modern age. Hye Sierra’s remote 
location allows us to craft a unique Zone environment to help you foster a focus on 
growing as a Christian and building lasting relationships. At Camp Hye Sierra, we 
show that God’s way works!

Dorm Life and Spiritual Activities
Compass check starts our morning each day and focuses our thoughts and atti-

tudes toward godly values. As we carry out the day’s activities, we practice these 
principles and values in ways designed to help you apply those principles into your 
everyday life. After dinner, brother and sister dorms come together for the evening 
Christian living class, where we show how to apply God in your daily life. We end 
the day as a camp family, together by the campfire, where we continue to build 
relationships, learn biblical principles, and to have a blast.

Activities
At Hye Sierra, we know that building lasting godly relationships with others is 

extremely important and we’ve built a lot of time into the schedule to foster those 
opportunities for our campers. In addition to our open evening activities, mix and 
mingle time, as well as our two popular dances, this year we are excited to offer a 
wide variety of exciting challenge activities, team sports, as well as non-sport activi-
ties like dance and drama. To bring camp to a close, we conclude with the formal 
banquet which brings campers and staff together for a final evening of conversa-
tion, laughter and even some tears.

Travel Information
Camp Hye Sierra is located about 45 miles east of Fresno, California, on Route 

180. For those flying into the Fresno airport, we will arrange free transportation to/
from camp. Campers need to arrive at camp for registration on June 26 between 2-4 
p.m. Camp ends at 8 a.m. on Sunday, July 3. All staff and camper departures should 
occur between 8-10 a.m. Please, do not schedule any departing flights before 11 
a.m. on July 3.

Ed Dowd, camp director

Details
Dates: June 26 - July 3 (staff 

arrives on June 24 by 4 p.m.)
Camper Age Range: 12-18 
Staff Minimum Age: 18
Camper Tuition: $335 if 

postmarked on or before May 2, 
2016. A $40 late fee will be imposed 
on payments mailed after May 2.

Staff Fee: None
Send payment to: 
United Church of God
Attention: Camp Hye Sierra
PO Box 596
Edmond, OK 73083-0596
Make check payable to: 
“United Youth Camps - Hye 
Sierra”
Deadline for registration: May 1

  E-mail: ed_dowd@ucg.org
  Phone: (918) 505-7323 

Details
Dates: June 26-July 3 (staff arrives 

June 25). Camper registration will 
occur from 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, June 
26. Checkout and departure is from 
9-10 a.m. on Sunday July 3.

Camper Age Range: 12-18
Camper Tuition: $260 if payment 

is postmarked on or before Monday, 
May 16; $290 after May 16.

Staff minimum age: 18 (high-
school graduate)

Staff Tuition: None
Send forms and payment to:
Shawn Cortelyou
3516 W. Village Road
LaPorte, IN 46350
Make Checks Payable to: “United 
Youth Fund - Camp Woodmen”
E-mail: scortlu@gmail.com
Phone: (309) 973-6362 (cell)



8 2016 UYC Magazine

Winter Camp is unique in the UYC program as the only teen camp operating in 
the cold winter months. We get to know the snow using a facility located on 650 
acres of beautiful Kettle Moraine land in South-central Wisconsin!

This beautiful setting provides a wonderful backdrop of God’s creation for our 
activities. Cozy dorm and indoor facilities are a welcome contrast to the brisk out-
door temps.

Dorm Life and Spiritual Activities
The spiritual component of winter camp will include daily compass checks and 

Christian living classes as well as Bible class, Bible Q&A sessions and Sabbath ser-
vices. We place a high emphasis on directing the campers to God. This year’s theme 
“Guided By God’s Word,” will give the campers a foundation of living their life by 
following God’s instruction.

Activities
Activities for 2016 tentatively include: arts and crafts, the amazing race, broom-

ball, dance, field sports, game room, science center, snowboarding, team building, 
tubing/tobogganing, winter survival and low-ropes. All these will be supplemented 
by bunco and two dances!

 We have a mix of outdoor activities to learn and play in the cold and snow, as 
well as a number of indoor activities to warm back up —  in addition to generous 
fellowship time!

Travel Information
This year Winter Camp will again run for seven days, from camper check-

in on Dec. 25, 2016, until checkout on Jan. 1, 2017. Staff will arrive on Dec. 
23 or 24. No-cost transportation will be provided between camp and 
these airports: Mitchell (Milwaukee); Chicago (O’Hare and Midway). Arriv-
ing flights for campers should be on Dec. 25 between 1-3 p.m. Departing 
flights should be on Jan. 1, 2017, no earlier than noon.

Winter Camp offers a unique camp experience unlike any of our UYC 
summer camps. Come be with us in 2016 and see for yourself!

 Dan Dowd, camp director

Northwest Camp will again be held on the beautiful coast of the Pacific Ocean, 
two hours west of Portland, Oregon. The camp facility, Camp Magruder, resides 
along one of the most pristine stretches of ocean and beach in the Pacific North-
west. The modern cabins and lodges are surrounded by a dunes-and-forest land-
scape that includes a wetlands and a freshwater lake.

Dorm Life and Spiritual Activities
Christian living classes illustrate the overall camp theme and will anchor the camp 

schedule. The theme this year is “Guided by God’s Word” and will include lessons 
and discussions on how campers should use God’s Word to make decisions every 
day of their life. The lessons will help us live in the Zone, an atmosphere that reflects 
the Kingdom of God. Activities during the day will teach practical implementation 
of the lessons in addition to teaching skills and having fun. The day will end with a 
campfire session as we watch the sun set over the Pacific Ocean.

Our goal is to establish a godly atmosphere in which campers can be enriched for 
a lifetime from their camp experience. The staff is dedicated to providing instruc-
tion, mentoring, and friendship to all the campers who attend. 

Activities
Several activities will be on the beach including volleyball, boogie boarding, and 

speedaway. Other activities include lake swimming, waterskiing, archery, pickle-
ball, arts and crafts, dance class, softball, an eight mile kayak trip down the Nehalem 
River, and an end-of-camp dinner banquet and dance. There will also be ample time 
for enjoyable fellowship and making new friends.

Travel Information
Campers should arrive at Northwest Camp between 2-4 p.m. on Sunday, July 

24. Campers can plan their departure on Sunday, July 31, between 8:30 and 10 
a.m. If you plan to fly to camp, free transportation to and from the Portland airport 
to Northwest Camp will be provided. Please schedule your flight to arrive at the 
Portland airport between 11 a.m. and 2 p.m. on July 24. Departure flights from the 
Portland airport should be between 12:30 and 3 p.m. on July 31. Please note that 
we will not be able to accept campers before 2 p.m. on July 24. Campers and staff 

who fly to camp will not need to bring a 
sleeping bag or pillow. Bedding will be 
provided for them at camp.

Staff
Our camps could not operate without 

qualified and dedicated volunteer staff 
members. We very much appreciate our 
staff for their service and dedication to 
the campers. We are looking for quality 
volunteers to serve with us this year. 

Rex Sexton, camp director
Details

Dates: July 24 - July 31 
(counseling staff arrives in 
Portland on July 22; other staff 
arrives at Camp Magruder at      
1 p.m. on July 23).

Age Range: 12-18
Fees: Campers, $365; high 

school staff, $150; other staff, 
no charge (Canadian checks/
money orders must be in U.S. 
dollars only).

Send payment to: 
Rex Sexton
PO Box 1124
Camas, WA  98607
Make check out to: “United 
Youth Fund–Northwest Camp”
Phone: (360) 798-2921
Fax: (866) 221-5926
E-mail: rex_sexton@ucg.org

Northwest Camp — Oregon

Details
Dates: Dec. 25-Jan.1 (staff 

should arrive Dec. 23 or 24)
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 (
high-school graduate)
Camper tuition: $315
Staff fee: None
Send payment to:
 UYC-Winter Camp
 6165 Glen View Parkway
 West Bend, WI 53095
E-mail: dan_dowd@ucg.org 
Phone: (262) 299-1039

Winter Camp — Wisconsin



Guided By God’s Word     9

The Challenger East program seeks a small but dedicated group of young adults 
who are ready to take to the woods of early America’s heartland later this summer. 
Challenger is a wilderness-based adventure, leadership mentoring program for 
young adults in the Church who are age 18 or older. 

Set in the Appalachians of northeast Ohio, the five-day camp challenges par-
ticipants with off-the-grid, wilderness skill-building through primitive archery, 
stick and stone tool basics, fly-fishing, flora and fauna identification, pioneer fire-
building skills and camp cookery. Participants will experience intriguing tasks of 
pioneering societies like early America’s pathfinders.

The program’s capstone is to teach wise leadership from God’s Word. This entails 
a study of the biblical wisdom of David, Solomon and especially Jesus Christ. David 
focused on the wisdom of God’s Law (Psalm 119). Solomon drew insight from his 
keen knowledge of the creation: “…he spoke of trees, from the cedar tree of Leba-
non even to the hyssop that springs out of the wall; he spoke also of animals, of 
birds, of creeping things, and of fish” (1 Kings 4:33). As Creator, Christ taught pure, 
spiritual wisdom from His own handiwork: “Look at the birds of the air, for they nei-

ther sow nor reap nor gather into barns; 
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are 
you not of more value than they?” (Mat-
thew 6:26). 

By focusing on wisdom-building from 
Scripture, the creation and lessons from 
practical skills Challenger East equips 
participants to better serve God, His peo-
ple and the gospel of His soon-coming 
Kingdom. 

Applications are available from Chal-
lenger East director Randy Stiver at        
randy_stiver@ucg.org. 

Randy Stiver, camp director

Details
Dates: TBD - early August
Participant age range: 18-30
Tuition: $60 (upon approval)
Send signed forms and 
check to:
Randy Stiver
PO Box 1474 
Massillon, OH 44648
E-mail: randy_stiver@ucg.org 
Phone: (740) 739-7248

When other details are 
determined they will be posted 
on the Challenger East tab of 
the UYC webpage.

Challenger East Program

Are You Up for the Adventure?
The Challenger West program returns in the summer of 2016, and we are looking forward to welcoming 14 young adults on 

another grand adventure. This wilderness immersion experience takes place in the Wind River mountain range near Dubois, 
Wyoming. Program activities include seven-day backpacking trip in the Fitzpatrick Wilderness area (offering spectacular moun-
tain and lake scenery), camping above 10,000 feet, rock-climbing, rappelling, bouldering, fishing, orienteering, teambuilding 
work, group discussions and daily Bible studies. During our time in the outdoors we often see big game such as moose, elk, 
bighorn sheep and (if we are lucky!) black bear.

This program is designed for young adults who want to strengthen their relationship with God, and who strongly desire to 
develop qualities of leadership in an outdoor setting. Throughout the week, everyone will be challenged physically, mentally 
and spiritually to step out of their comfort zones with activities that allow for growth in all of these areas. An emphasis on group 
dynamics plays a major role in the program, with plenty of opportunities to give and receive feedback.

Each day will begin with an interactive Bible study that will focus on profiles of leadership from the Bible with time built in for 
private reflection and journaling. Participants will have the opportunity to be a group leader for one day during the program, 
and everyone will be asked to prepare (in advance) a 10-12 minute talk to be shared with the group. To help facilitate more prof-
itable group discussions and greater personal growth there is a required reading component to this program, prior to arrival.

Past participants have described the program in this way:
“Definitely met and exceeded [my] expectations!”
“Overall, this was truly a wonderful experience and a tremendous 

opportunity for learning, growth and development unlike any other I 
have ever experienced.” 

“This program truly has made me into a better leader not only to 
others but also leading myself.”

What’s Next?
Download and carefully read the six documents found under “Links” 

on the website, including a more detailed description of the program. 
Please contact the director, Matthew Fenchel, if you have any ques-
tions—or would simply like to discuss the program. Then “take the 
challenge” and apply! Look forward to seeing you “on the trail.”

Matthew Fenchel, camp director

Details
Dates: Aug. 7-16, 2016
Location: Wind River 

Wilderness near Dubois, 
Wyoming

Ages: 18-30+ (must be a 
high school graduate)
Tuition:  $100. 
Application Deadline: April 3
Contact:  
Matthew Fenchel
1175 McKinley Court
Batavia, OH   45103
Phone:  (513) 943-4574
E-mail:  fenchelmc@fuse.net

Challenger West Program
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Winter Leadership Camp is held concurrently with Winter Camp. Much like the 
Challenger Camps, Winter Leadership Camp is a unique opportunity for young 
adults to grow in their leadership skills while also gaining experience in the UYC 
program. It is a great stepping stone to serving at other UYC camps!

Winter Leadership Camp is held at Camp Timber-lee — a wonderful facility locat-
ed on 650 acres of beautiful Kettle Moraine land in South-central Wisconsin!

Young adults (high school graduates, ages 18-25) are encouraged to participate 
in this camp serving alongside activity staff and counselors. You will enjoy some 
of the regular winter camp activities as a group, but you will also have additional 
Bible classes, seminars and Q&A’s focused on leadership in the camp setting, local 
congregations and life in general. There will be many opportunities to lead and 
serve including giving speeches and sermonettes, planning and hosting one of 
the camp dances, and serving daily snacks to the campers. If you are a young adult 
graduating from the teen camp experience, we would love to have you come and 
give back to the UYC program and to begin to learn more about godly leadership. 
Tuition for winter leadership camp is $200. You will arrive on Dec. 23 or 24 and leave 
Jan. 1.  Apply as staff and select the leadership camp tab.

This year Winter Camp will again run for seven days, from camper check-in on 
Dec. 25, 2016 until check-out on Jan. 1, 2017.  As staff, you should plan on arriving 
on Dec. 23 or 24.  No-cost transportation will be provided between camp and these 
airports: Mitchell (Milwaukee); Chicago (O’Hare and Midway). Departing flights 
should be on Jan. 1, 2017, no earlier than noon.

Activities
As a Winter Leadership Camp participant, you will serve alongside activity staff 

having an opportunity to assist in several different areas. Christian living, Bible stud-
ies and seminars are geared specifically to your needs as indicated by your survey 
responses. We will also make an effort to have you assist in activities that are most 
interesting to you.

Come join us to learn, grow, serve and play! Winter Leadership Camp is an awe-
some opportunity! Come learn to serve!

Dan Dowd, camp director

Letter From the Preteen Camp Coordinator

Details
Dates: Dec. 25-Jan. 1
Participant age range: 
 18-25 (high-school graduate)
Staff fee: $200
Send payment to:
   UYC-Winter Camp
   6165 Glen View Parkway
   West Bend, WI 53095
E-mail: dan_dowd@ucg.org 
Phone: (262) 299-1039

I’m confident that 2016 will be another 
banner year for our preteen camp pro-
gram! Last year we had a record number 
of preteen campers and staff—approxi-
mately 400 campers and 400 staff mem-
bers. As you can see our camper-to-staff 
ratio is excellent and allows for plenty of 
supervision for our little ones.

Scripture tells us that “children are a 
heritage from the Lord and the fruit of 
the womb is His reward” (Psalm 127:1), 
so we take very seriously our role as 
camp directors and staff members to 
properly care for children that have 
been entrusted to us. We also encour-
age as many parents be on staff as pos-
sible and we strive to make each of our 
camps “family camps” to a large degree. 

Anyone who has been to one of our 

preteen camps experiences the infec-
tious, joyous attitudes of children hav-
ing fun and learning to live God’s way 
more perfectly. Each of our camps has 
some type of spiritual instruction, such 
as compass checks and Christian liv-
ing classes. Our dedicated counselors 
and teen staff also reinforce God’s way 
of doing things each day. We strive to 
honor God the Father and Jesus Christ 
throughout camp, and our goal is to 
help our children desire to have a per-
sonal relationship with Them. Children 
see that being a part of the United 
Church of God is not just about sermons 
and keeping the Sabbath, but it is also 
about having fun and developing last-
ing friendships with others who are a 
part of God’s Church. In 2016 our camps 
will, once again, feature events such as 
archery, canoeing, field games, arts and 
crafts, fishing, hiking, caving, ziplines, 
horseback riding, novelty Olympics, 
swimming, treasure hunts, gaga ball, 
team building games, dance classes, 
river floats, etc. Many of our camps also 
have campfires and sing-alongs that 
everyone enjoys.

Make plans now to join us in 2016!

Mark Welch
Preteen camp coordinator

Winter Leadership Camp
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Camp Tomahawk will once again be 
held at the site of the NaCoMe (Nah-
Co-Me) Camp and Conference Center in 
scenic Pleasantville, Tennessee. NaCoMe 
occupies the historic site of the Beaver 
Dam Springs Resort from over 100 years 
ago. Today, NaCoMe is an all-year-round 
ACA accredited camp providing camp 
and conference amenities to all who 
apply.

We’ll start off the day with a Christian 
living class followed by activities like 
archery, caving, arts and crafts, creek 
walks, nature education, low ropes, 
a swimming hole, hiking, fishing and 
funyaking—just to name a few. Then 
each night we’ll have a special activ-
ity planned like movie night, complete 
with popcorn, and novelty olympics, 
complete with the big red ball. We’ll 
close each day with campers and dorm 
parents reflecting on how God’s teach-
ings through a compass check. We’ll 
talk about how our actions and words 
should demonstrate our commitment 
to God and how we should put him first, 
others second and then ourselves last.

Come spend this summer with us at 
Camp Tomahawk and see old friends 
and make new ones, all the while cre-
ating great camp memories with God’s 
family, His creation and His way of life.

Matthew Puckett

Come join us for another wonderful 
camp experience in the gorgeous Rocky 
Mountains of Colorado! We are just 16 
miles from beautiful Estes Park and near 
the Rocky Mountain National Park with 
unbelievable scenery and vistas. Camp 
is located at Highlands Presbyterian 
Camp and Retreat Center in Allenspark, 
Colorado.

Our camp will focus on living God’s 
way and developing relationships with 
children and staff that will last a lifetime 
and beyond! We will play Bible games 
and sing songs around the campfire 
each evening. We will have fun playing 
all sorts of exciting and vigorous out-
door games, take nature hikes, shim-
my through rock formations, engage 
in creative arts and crafts, learn to hit 
the bullseye in archery class, and race 
canoes and play canoe tag. Each day we 
will have spiritually oriented compass 

checks and Christian living classes that 
will focus on practical Christian behav-
ior and interaction among children and 
adults.

Consider sending your child to a camp 
that will change them for the better and 
give them opportunities to build last-
ing friendships. Come serve on staff and 
experience the joy of giving to others. 
We would love to have you join us at 
Camp Colorado in 2016!

Mark & Barbara Welch

Camp Tomahawk Camp Colorado
Details

Camp dates: June 5-8
Coordinator:  
Matthew Puckett
E-mail:  
Mtpuckett@gmail.com
Phone:  (615)392-0957
          (615)557-6535

Camp Piney Woods welcomes all pre-
teen campers (ages 5-12) to the peaceful 
and tranquil surroundings of East Texas 
(Big Sandy). Get ready to enjoy a fabu-
lous four-day camp experience where 
you will learn about our awesome God, 
make new friends and have fun in a car-
ing and positive environment. The East 
Texas brethren will be hosting camp at 
our beautiful church building, approxi-
mately 100 miles east of Dallas.

Each day at Camp Piney Woods will 
include a variety of outdoor and indoor 
activities, beginning with Christian liv-
ing classes to reinforce that God’s way 
of life works. Other activities include: 
swimming, sports, music, gaga ball, 
team building activities, a dunking 
booth, and much more.

We are looking for dedicated and 
patient teens and adults to serve in 
all areas of camp, including counsel-
ors, activity coordinators and staff. We 
encourage everyone who is interested 
(from young to not-as-young) to apply 
no later than June 1, 2016.

Camp Piney Woods offers an exciting 
camp experience with warm East Texas 
hospitality and a peaceful place to learn 
about God, make new friends, and have 
fun. We hope you’ll join us!

Jim Moody

Come join us for our second year at 
Seven Mountains camp! Our camp has 
a family approach to teaching God’s 
way of life. Our campers range from 
ages 4-12, but we strongly encourage 
parents to bring the whole family. We 
have activities for our youngest camp-
ers (ages 1-3) while parents and older 
siblings can volunteer and serve our 
campers. Parents, grandparents and 
babies are welcome to come, watch the 
activities, enjoy the food, and camp on 
the grounds. If you can work via com-
puter, there is cell service, so bring your 
own WiFi hotspot, and come work in a 
beautiful setting. If you don’t have vaca-
tion time, you can drop off your 7 to 
12-year-olds for an amazing three days 
of friends, fun, and fellowship.

Seven Mountains has more modern 
dorms for the younger campers, com-
plete with showers and bathrooms 
inside. Our oldest campers get the full 
outdoor camping experience by shar-
ing a tent with another camper.

Last year, our 50-plus campers enjoyed 
various activities such as human foos-
ball, capture the flag, swimming, camp-
fire, boating, Christian living classes, 
team-building activities and more! 

Rachel Massie & Lindsey Massie

Details
Dates: July 10-13
Coordinator: Jim Moody
E-mail: Jim_Moody@ucg.org
Phone: (903) 681-1437
Mail applications to:  

    United Church of God East          
 Texas, ATTN: Camp Piney 
 Woods
 P.O. Box 1111 

    Hawkins, TX 75765

Camp Piney Woods Seven Mountains

Details
Date: Aug. 8-11
Coordinators: Rachel Massie and 
Lindsey Massie
Price: $35 per person (this 
includes all staff, parents, and 
campers above the age of 2)
E-mail: Rachel Massie
willow527@yahoo.com 
Phone: (610) 683-6621

Details
Date:  June 5-8
Coordinators: 
Mark & Barbara Welch
E-mail: mark_welch@ucg.org
Phone: (918) 724-4166
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Plan to join us again this winter in Ari-
zona’s beautiful Estrella Mountains from 
Dec. 23-26, 2016, for a fun-filled family 
camp. The Southwest Preteen Camp is 
packed full of games, crafts, and activi-
ties including: Christian living, compass 
checks, horseback riding, arts and crafts, 
field games, campfire activities, and 
much more. Our camp is a family cam-
pout, so preteens, their parents, and 
the entire family can experience camp 
together. Children from the ages of 4 to 
12 are welcome to come as campers, but 
younger children can also come with 
their families as we will have activities 
for kids as young as one year. Our goal is 
to provide an environment for the entire 
family to learn, talk, and share God’s 
truths while in His creation.

Just minutes from many modern 
conveniences, the Southwest Preteen 
Camp location at the Estrella Mountain 
Regional Park is nestled away from the 

hub-bub and has 
space for tent 
camping, pop-
up campers, or 
RVs depending 
on how your 
family likes to 
camp. If you are 
not a camper, 
other housing 
options are avail-
able nearby. We 
encourage older 
siblings (over age 13) and parents of our 
preteen campers to apply for staff. Last 
year we had a great group of 36 camp-
ers, and we have room to accommodate 
more.

Nathan & Jacqueline Ekama

Camp Arrah Wanna, near Mt. Hood in 
Welches, Oregon, provides a millennial 
setting for campers and staff. The theme 
for this year is “Love Bears all Things.” We 
will focus on Paul’s words in 1 Corin-
thians 13:4-7: “Love...is kind...does not 
behave rudely...thinks no evil...rejoices 
in the truth...bears all things...”

We will consider of all the ways we can 

bear with one another, being patient 
and kind and rejoicing in knowing 
God’s truth. Lessons within the dorms 
and interacting with other dorms will 
focus on being strong like a big ol’ black 
or brown grizzly bear:

-Strong, determined and intelligent, 
knowing the Bible and keeping God’s 
way of life, His commandments, and His 
Holy Days.

-Shy yet curious and kind and really 
fast, rejoicing in learning the great sto-
ries of the Bible.

-Patient and playful like a loving 
mother brown bear with her cubs, treat-
ing each other kindly and overlooking 
times when others aren’t so kind to us.

Activities at camp will be Christian 
living classes, archery, arts and crafts, 
campfire, dance class, a river float on 
the Salmon River, swimming in a heated 
pool and sports. 

John Cafourek

Preteen Camp Ironwood in South-
eastern Minnesota warmly welcomes 
campers (ages 5-13) to experience four 
days and three nights of fun-filled activi-
ties in a positive, loving and caring envi-
ronment. Camp Ironwood takes place 
in the spectacular outdoor setting of 
Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch. The 
theme of this year’s camp will be “You 
Can Make a Difference.”  

Camp activities are designed to 
enrich children both spiritually and 
physically. Our goal is to enrich the 
children’s relationship with God and 
with other young people and adults. 
Activities include daily Christian living 
and music classes, a zipline, swimming, 
horseback riding, outdoor games, team 
challenge, the climbing wall, arts and 
crafts, archery, slingshot, nature and 
exploring, mini farm animals and cam-
pus improvement. Fun-filled evening 
activities include game night, campfire 
sing-along, novelty olympics, a carnival 
and a treasure hunt. It’s a busy four days, 
but full of memories to take home and 
remember for years to come.

Many of the youth who volunteer at 
Camp Ironwood have attended the pre-
teen camp for years and now return as 
teen staff to give back to the preteens 
the experience they enjoyed. Camp 
Ironwood also greatly appreciates the 

contributions of the dedicated and self-
sacrificing parents and other adults who 
serve.

The campers also have “dorm dads 
and moms” who visit the dorms each 
evening for a short talk and prayer. Par-
ents who come to serve and have an 
older child as well as a young child (age 
2-5)—may bring the younger sibling, 
who can participate in day time mini 
dorm activities. 

David & Jolinda Schreiber

Camp Buckeye will help develop your 
child physically, mentally and spiritually 
by creating a safe, caring atmosphere to 
learn more about God and how to live 
God’s way. Our goal is to help the chil-
dren practice the Golden Rule and the 
two greatest commandments as spoken 
by Jesus Christ in Matthew 22:35-40. 
We encourage all children, ages 6-12, to 
come to Camp Buckeye!

We are returning again to Camp Luz 
in Orrville, Ohio. Daily activities include 
Christian living, archery, arts and crafts, 
Bible skits, canoeing, court games, fish-
ing, field games, Luz-ball, a campfire 
with kettle corn and sing-a-longs. And 
this year there is a brand new swimming 
pool and bathhouse!

Please consider serving at Camp 
Buckeye. We do our best to include as 
many people as possible and try to give 
priority to parents who are bringing 
children. Unfortunately, it is likely not 
all applicants will be accepted.

Len & Julie Martin

Details
Dates: July 17-20
Coordinators: David & Jolinda 
Schreiber
E-mail: 
david_schreiber@ucg.org  
Phone: (507)377-8151
Application dealine: June 17

Details
Dates: Aug. 2-5, 2016
Coordinator: John Cafourek
E-mail: 
john_cafourek@ucg.org
Phone: (503) 587-7053
Application deadline: May 1

Details
Dates: Dec. 23-26
Coordinators: 
Nathan & Jacqueline Ekama
E-mail: 
ekama.nathan@gmail.com
Phone: (480) 438-6911

Camp Ironwood Camp Buckeye

Camp Northwest Southwest Camp

Details
Dates: July 31-Aug. 3
Coordinators: 
Len & Julie Martin
Phone: (614) 588-2637
E-mail: len_martin@ucg.org
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Come join us for another year at our UYC Summer Camp in Colombia! We will 
be returning to Hotel San Gil del Campo, located in San Gil, Santander, Colombia, 
between Bucaramanga and Bogotá.

Cost and Transportation
The cost of the camp will run U.S. $250 per person, which does not include airfare 

and transportation to and from the camp. Arrival from international areas by airline 
is possible through the El Dorado International Airport in Bogotá. There is no tuition 
fee for staff.

Ages
Ages for campers are 12-18 years old. Adults who are at least 18 years old and 

graduated from high school are encouraged to apply as staff. We are looking for 
mature, energetic and engaging staff whose priority is serving the needs of the 
campers. This camp is for bilingual or Spanish-speaking only attendees.

Activities and dorm life
Last year, we had an attendance of 19 campers from Colombia and Venezuela 

with a full array of Bible discussions or Christian living classes, song leading training, 
swimming, fútbol (soccer), volleyball, a dance, amazing race, a visit to PANACHI—
Parque Nacional del Chicamocha, Bible skits and plenty of free time to relax and 
fellowship, including the sought after mid-afternoon siesta.

This year we plan to have many of the same activities. Since our focus at camp 
is building life-long relationships with God and each other, each day will include 
an interactive compass check. Additional question-and-answer sessions (focusing 
on biblical and Christian living topics) will also be offered during camp. Along with 
several fun and challenging activities, extra time for fellowshipping and relaxing is 
added to make this camp experience a treat. Free time to enjoy talking with friends, 
old and new, is one of Colombia’s experiences that lasts a lifetime.

If you are interested in attending this small but intimate camp in the inviting 
country of Colombia, please contact camp director Scott Hoefker at   
scott_hoefker@ucg.org or give him a call.

Scott Hoefker, camp director

International UYC  — Colombia
Dates: June 23-28
Camper age range: 12-18
Staff minimum age: 18 
(high school graduate)
Camper tuition: U.S. $250 
Staff fee: None
E-mail: 
 scott_hoefker@ucg.org
Phone: (704) 628-6383

Details

We will hold the UYC on our Church 
property in Meru that is located about 
250 kilometers (155 miles) north of the 
capital city of Nairobi, about a five-hour 
drive. It is in a rural setting with a view 
of snow capped mountains that are not 
so far away from the site. You can see 
this view on a clear day. Also the Meru 
National Park and Lewa Conservancy 
(which hosts an annual marathon run) 
are both near by.

Activities and Dorm Life
Every morning we will have a Christian living class and Bible study conducted 

by different speakers. Then we will have other activities: e.g hygiene classes, team 
building, life-skill classes, knitting, volleyball, football and many others.

Housing for the campers will be primarily in tents owned by the Church, but we 
do have private rooms just next to the Church property that cost 1000 Kenyan shil-
lings per day (about U.S. $10). Meals will be prepared in our kitchen at the Church 
property. We also have a large playground.

Transportation
Most of our youth will use both public and private transportation to arrive at the 

site. For those using public transportation the fares could range between 2000 
Kenyan shillings (about U.S. $20) to 4000 Kenyan shillings (about U.S. $40) depend-
ing on where you are coming from. For internationals who would like to partici-
pate, you will need to fly to Nairobi through Jomo Kenyatta International Airport. 
Arrangements can be made to pick them up from there.

International UYC — Meru, Kenya
Camp dates: Aug. 15-22
Deadline: Apply as soon as 
possible
Camp age range:13-19
Staff minimum age: 22
Camp tuition: 500 Kenyan 
shillings (U.S. $5) application 
fee plus travel fare both ways.

Details
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Even when you think you’ve done all you can to 
avoid them, accidents still happen. The question is, 
when they do, are you prepared?

The Church provides an accident-medical policy to 
help cover some of the cost for injuries that can occur 
at camp. There is a modest sickness benefit included 
as well. The Church desires to provide this coverage 
each camp year, but that is subject to change based 
on availability and affordability.

As camp approaches, a copy of the policy will be pro-
vided so parents and volunteer staff can see what is 
and isn’t covered. Be sure to check it out at http://uyc.

ucg.org/camp-accident-insurance in early June for the 
2016 policy and claim form. Here is a brief description 
of what is typically included:

A sickness component, covering up to $5,000 in 
medical expenses should that occur.

The policy will pay primary (first) before other per-
sonal or group insurance.

There is no deductible.
Notice of the incident to be filed within 30 days and 

initial medical expenses must be incurred within 90 
days.

Benefits paid for expenses incurred for up to three 

years after the incident.
Includes a $10,000 accidental death benefit (subject 

to a policy aggregate maximum).
The accident expense limit is $25,000.
In the event of an accident, the camp director will 

send a partially completed insurance claim form home 
from camp with an injured camper. However, timely 
notification to the insurance carrier and filing of the 
claim is the responsibility of the camper’s family and 
not United Youth Camps or the medical facility where 
they may be treated.

Accidents Happen

• Expensive jewelry 
(including valuable 
watches) or large 
amounts of cash

• Rollerblades, skate-
boards or scooters

• Alcohol, tobacco 
products, marijua-
na or illegal drugs. 
(Prescription drugs 
must be turned in 
at registration to 
the camp medical 
team)

• Tight or revealing 
clothing, short 
shorts, clothing 
that shows under-
wear; no bare mid-
riffs, halter-tops or 
immodest swim-
wear

• Electronics: All types 
of music players, headphones, video games, computers, walkie-talkies, 
iPods, MP3 players, DVD players, TVs, radios, etc. 

• Dark gothic apparel or adornment (including black nail polish)
• Improper wording or messages on clothing or camp gear
• Body piercings (other than single pair of earrings for girls in ear lobes)
• Fantasy games, tarot cards and other “dark world” materials (Deuterono-

my 18:9-14)
• Candy or snacks. Leave these at home so ants or rodents aren’t attracted 

to your sleeping quarters. Parents, please do not mail “care packages” 
of sweets to your camper.

• Frayed or torn “grunge” clothing
• Matches, lighters, fireworks, firearms or other weapons unless written 

permission is given by the camp director
• Cell phones are best left at home or with your parents, but if you bring a 

cell phone to camp, please turn it in at registration. It will be returned 
to you when you check out of camp. Cell phone usage for calling home 
during camp is at the individual camp director’s discretion.

What Not to Bring to CampWhat to Bring to Camp
Clothing and Personal Items At Camp

• Positive attitude
• Appropriate-length hair of a natural color
• Sleeping bag/pillow
• Sunscreen
• Bible and notebook
• Backpack or suitcase
• Clothes for the week
• Sneakers (hiking boots for some camps)
• Toiletries
• Appropriate swimsuit/water shoes
• Towels/washcloths
• Sabbath attire
• Necessary sports equipment (e.g. baseball glove, knee pads,   

swim goggles)
• Daypack
• Water bottle
• Camera
• Appropriate sports equipment for day’s activities
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Mission
The mission of the United Youth Camps program is to support parents and the Church in teaching youth to develop their full godly potential— which is their call-

ing into the Body of Jesus Christ and the work of the Church—while learning that God’s spiritual laws are practical ways of living (Deuteronomy 6:6-9 and 11:19-20; 
Psalm 34:11; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:4). Within our mission are contained camper goals, staff objectives, biblical standards and a positive message to our teens 
that God’s ways work! ways of living (Deuteronomy 6:6-9 and 11:19-20; Psalm 34:11;Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:4). 

Ready to apply to camp?
Go to the UYC website at this address: 

http://uyc.ucg.org and click “Apply for 
camp online.” All participation releases 
and signatures will be collected elec-
tronically, so just follow the prompts 
through the easy online application 
system.

Complete the online application.
Mail tuition payment to the camp 

director. Most camps offer a reduced 
tuition if you pay by May 1, so take 
advantage of this!

Upload your photo and 
transportation details as soon as 
possible.

For preteen camps, apply by using 
the forms for each preteen camp on 
their respective websites.

Scholarships may be available for 
those who need the financial assistance.

Local scholarships: First ask your pas-
tor to see if any local scholarships are 
available. National scholarships: Next, 
ask your pastor about applying for a 

national UYC scholarship. Remember 
that partial scholarships are offered and 
not full scholarships. Campers should 
take advantage of part-time jobs to par-
tially cover their tuition cost.

What if you don’t have a 
computer or Internet access? 

Don’t worry, simply contact your pas-
tor, a friend or your local library in order 
to access the Internet. We do not have 
the ability to process paper applica-
tions, so please take advantage of the 
Internet. 

It’s simple and quick!

Teen Campand Program Dates
Camp Pinecrest, Missouri...............................................................June 24-July 1
Camp Cotubic, Ohio ........................................................................June 26-July 3
Camp Hye Sierra, California ..........................................................June 26-July 3
Camp Woodmen, Alabama ...........................................................June 26-July 3
Northwest Camp, Oregon .....................................................................July 24-31
Winter Camp, Wisconsin .................................................................Dec. 27-Jan. 1
Winter Leadership Camp, Wisconsin ..........................................Dec. 25-Jan. 1
Challenger West Camp, Wyoming (Ages 18-30+) ..........................Aug. 7-16
Challenger East Camp, Ohio (Ages 18-30+) ................................................ TBA

Pre-Teen Camp Dates
Camp Tomahawk, Tennessee .................................................................. June 5-8
Camp Colorado, Colorado ........................................................................ June 5-8
Camp Piney Woods, Texas ..................................................................... July 10-13
Camp Ironwood, Minnesota ................................................................. July 17-20
Camp Buckeye, Ohio ..................................................................... July 31 - Aug. 3
Northwest Preteen Camp, Oregon ........................................................Aug. 2-5
Southwest Preteen Camp, Arizona ................................................... Dec. 23-26

2016 Theme: Guided by God’s Word

Register for Camp Online
Camp Dates 

We apologize for camp date overlaps, 
but with a late Pentecost, Camp 
Cotubic was moved forward a week. O 
ther overlaps were created by the host 
camps offering these dates to us.
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2016 UYC Fund
• Please indicate the amount you are sending in the spaces below.
• Include your personal identification number (PIN) from your latest United News or Beyond Today label.
• Make your check payable to United Youth Camps Fund.
• Clip out and enclose the completed form, along with your check, and mail to the address below. 

Thank you!
• Affix postage and mail to: 

 U ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___ ___

Donation Amount Enclosed

Name

Address City State/Province Zip code

United Youth Camps Fund, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

You might wonder how you could help the United Youth Camps program be a success. There is much you can do. If you know someone who would like to attend but 
might not be able to afford to go, you can sponsor him or her directly or through the local church pastor.  Also, we have a scholarship fund for those who seek assistance 
through the home office (we give partial rather than full scholarships as a general rule). Your donation to the United Youth Camps Fund will be much appreciated. Fill 
out the 2016 UYC Fund form, cut it out and send it in with your donation. Thank you.

UYC Fund - 2016

Your PIN:

 Compass Check
A biblically based 
quarterly magazine 
for young people 
(ages 12-19) of the 
United Church of 
God, an International 
Association. Our 
name, Compass 
Check, describes 
youth pointing their 
spiritual compass 
toward God.

Teens, this magazine is written specifically to 
you. It is our hope that Compass Check will be 
encouraging and instructive for you and your 
family.

Compass Check is mailed automatically each 
quarter to all teens who live in the U.S., ages 
12-19 (if you are not receiving Compass 
Check, request your subscription using the 
e-mail below). We regret that we cannot offer 
subscriptions to those who are outside of 
these parameters, but we welcome everyone 
to please enjoy the online issues. Each issue is 
also mailed to all U.S. church pastors so it can 
be displayed in the local church area and used 
for local teen discussions.

For questions or comments, please contact us 
at compasscheck@ucg.org.
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by Scott Barnett

Over the summer of this past year the 
United Youth Camp Australia held its 
20th camp, which promised to be mem-
orable, and it was. This year we had our 
largest camp yet with a total of 80 camp-
ers and 25 staff. As with recent years the 
summer camp was held at Camp Wom-
baroo, located south of Sydney, approxi-
mately a two-hour drive. Situated in a 
rural bush environment there is always 
plenty of wildlife around with sightings 
of kangaroos, wombats and kookabur-
ras being common.

Every summer camp has a theme, and 
this year’s theme was a “Framework for 
Eternity,” which was intended to con-
vey to the campers that their life’s pur-
pose is an eternal one. Over the eight 
days, the campers were encouraged to 
develop a framework based on God’s 
principles for processing every decision 
they are faced with. We showed camp-
ers that the decisions they made now 
have an eternal context whether that be 
related to career, education, family or 
Church. Each day a facet of the “Frame-

work for Eternity” was expanded upon 
in a Christian living class, mentioned 
throughout the day’s activities and dis-
cussed in dorm chats. Dorm chats are a 
discussion at the end of a day between 
dorm members and dorm leaders who 
are young staff members.

Summer camp is also about providing 
campers with a fun and healthy environ-
ment for enjoying a variety of activities. 
This year’s activities did not disappoint 
with a lineup that included, ultimate 
frisbee, speedball (or speedaway in oth-
er places), nine square in the air, archery 
and high ropes. Campers also decorated 
their own baseball caps and learned a 
variety of different dances. One of the 
highlights of camp was the speech night 
where we were warned by one camper 
about the traumatic experience awaiting 
anyone who attempted to make Nutella. 
Another hit was the movie night where 
movie trailers with grand titles such 
as “Saved by the Queen,” “Noah’s Big 
Cruise” and “Broseph” were shown. 
All movie trailers were made over the 
course of camp by the campers.

A day in the life of a camper consists 

of breakfast, Christian living, morning 
activities, lunch, afternoon activities, 
dinner, evening activities, dorm chats 
and sleep. In contrast, a staff ’s day is: 
Work. Work. Sleep. Despite this, all of 
the staff enjoy being at camp and find it 
very rewarding to serve the campers in 
this manner. The staff also enjoy work-

ing with each other in the unique envi-
ronment that summer camp creates free 
from the cares of the world.

Whether camper or staff, summer 
camp is profitable for all and I know 
many plan to apply again next year, I 
know I am. The countdown for this 
year’s camp has begun.  UN

Campers play the game nine square in the air at the Australian Summer camp at Camp Wombaroo.

Summer Camp Down Under 2015

official “hats” in helping with dance, 
music, art, English, etc., our primary job 
role was to love the kids. An overall theme 
we had was showing the kids they are 
“worth more than gold”—a phrase from 
the song called “Gold” by Britt Nicole that 
was used in a music video we made with 
them.

We spent most afternoons helping with 
the construction of of a new transitional 
home. This included hauling bricks, dirt 
and rock along with sanding the wooden 
support beams. Often times, some chil-
dren would “help” us work, which some-
times meant getting a wheelbarrow ride.   
Team members and their congregations 
donated $2,000 to support the construc-
tion of this project, which will offer a safe 
and supportive home to teens once they 
turn 18 years old.

We also spent more time with our Gua-
temalan brethren this year during two 
church picnics. The first was in Guate-
mala City and the second in San Marcos 
(a more remote region, which rarely has a 
chance to welcome visitors). At each pic-
nic we enjoyed great food and fellowship 
along with playing games and having a 
Jelly sing-along. Prior to the trip team-
members collected clothing donations 
which were shared with our brethren.

Before leaving Guatemala we part-
nered with an organization called Hope 
Renewed, which runs  a preschool near 
the Guatemala Dump. The Guatemala 

Dump is home to thousands of impov-
erished families who search through the 
garbage to find recyclable plastics, metals 
and things to be repaired. Hope Renewed 
offers the kids there a chance to improve 
their lives and escape the cycle of poverty 
through education. Thanks to the gener-
osity of LifeNets our team hosted a fun 
field day for the children complete with 
face painting and games to kick the new 
school year off. We also gave a donation 
to help purchase school supplies for the 
upcoming year. 

While our contributions may have 
seemed small in the greater scheme of 
things, we did make a difference. Still we 
were told that we would potentially get 
more from these kids than we gave, and 
perhaps that is true: “The kids at Eagle’s 
Nest have taught me so much about the 
need to be childlike—to forgive and mend 
relationships quickly, to show you care 
every chance you get, to treat your friends 
like family, to always be willing to lend a 
hand to others, and to never let the past 
hold you back from enjoying the present 
and dreaming for the future. I went there 
to teach and help kids, but they taught me 
major lessons, as well.” - Chelsea Dawe

To see more of the kids and hear more 
stories from the United Youth Corps 
Team, check out our blogs at the Good 
Works website: goodworks.ucg.org/blog 
or learn more about the organizations we 
partnered with: 

www.hope-renewed.org 
www.eaglesnestint.org
www.lifenets.org  UN

Top left: Werner Solórzano and one of the children from the orphanage. Top right: Katie-Jo Dacey, 
playing with one of the children. Bottom: Chelsea Dawe (in the middle), Corbin Rose (in back) and  Eva 
Velazquez (also in back to the left) pose with some of the children for a photo.

Eagle’s Nest
Continued from page 1
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calendar of events
Feb. 12-15: Minnesota young adult weekend, Stewartville, 

Minnesota 

Feb. 12-15: Cincinnati family dance weekend, Cincinnati, Ohio

March 5-6: Atlanta Singles Weekend, Atlanta, Georgia 

March 26: Southwest regional formal, Lebanon, Tennessee

March 27-29: Southwest Area Ministerial Conference, 

Temecula, California

April 2-3: Midwest teen prom, Columbus, Ohio

April 22: Passover

April 23-29: Feast of Unleavened Bread

Correction: In the January issue of United News it was reported in the article “Winter Family Weekend 2015” that the 
basketball team Old School won the championship. This was incorrect. Chattanooga won the basketball championship.

the second project focused the cost of the 
travel expenses as well as purchasing the 
sports equipment for the camp.

The local brethren donated all of their 
time and worked extremely hard on the 
improvements. Keep in mind they used 
basic hand tools; no tractors, dozers, etc. 
The brethren cleared and prepared a field 
approximately half the size of a regulation 
football or soccer field. They constructed 
a beautiful new brick and stucco bath-
house and pavilions with thatched roofs 
for “dorms.”

We determined to bring four counsel-
ors from the U.S. (two male, two female) 
and pair them with four counselors from 
Brazil. It would be an opportunity to 
“shadow” along others with United Youth 

Camps experience. Mr. Martin developed 
a schedule of activities and made copies 
of the Christian living classes used at our 
U.S. camps this past summer, and Mr. de 
Campos translated everything into Por-
tuguese.

Activities included kickball, ultimate 
Frisbee, football, baseball, speedaway and 
capture the flag. The daily educational 
activities included a morning compass 
check introducing them to the “Seven 
Elements of the Zone,” Christian living 
classes and an English language class. In 
the evenings we had minute-to-win-it 
games, a game night, and a dance.

Thank you to those who donated to this 
project. Plans are already being made for 
next year’s camp, and there are still many 
improvements that need to be made. If 
anyone would like to consider a contri-
bution, the information can be found at: 
http://goodworks.ucg.org/projects.  UN

Continued from page 1

Brazil

Check out more photos of both (Brazil and Guatemala) United Youth Corps  
projects on the United Church of God Flickr account. 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/united-church-of-god/sets/72157661687062643 Top photo: Campers and staff at camp in Brazil. Bottom left: United Youth Corps participants: Isaac 
Nelson, Stella Helterbrand, Courtney Horvath and David Rains. Bottom right: Campers lounging in a 
hammock.
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check out updates on the members site

Hawaii: 2016 Feast of Taberncacles Announcement 
Go to the UCG Feast website at feast.ucg.org to register for the Feast site in Hawaii.
The 2016 Feast of Tabernacles for Hawaii will be on the Big Island.  The beautiful 

Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel will host us.
The United Church of God has not met on the Big Island in 20 years and it will be 

considered a “specialty site” and require advance registration and a deposit .  Hawaii 
might not be a Feast site for at least a couple of years thereafter, so if going to Hawaii 
for the Feast is in your future plans; 2016 should be considered.

Check out more information here: http://www.ucg.org/members/news/hawaii-
2016-feast-of-tabernacles-announcement

24 Million Coupon Ads Ran in Newspapers on 
January 31 and February 7, 2016

The United Church of God conducted a rollout of half-page literature advertise-
ments in the coupon sections of numerous U.S. newspapers on January 31 and Feb-
ruary 7, 2016.

In May, August and November of 2015 we tested several booklet ads in the coupon 
sections of Sunday newspapers. Those pilot tests provided us vital cost and cost-per-
response data. As a result we will now place 24,000,000 ads in nearly 350 newspapers 
in almost 300 cities and towns. (Some cities, including larger metropolitan areas, have 
more than one Sunday newspaper.)

In this major print advertising campaign used the two booklet ads which generat-
ed the highest response during the tests. These are: How to Understand the Bible and 
Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach? Besides providing these booklets 
to newspaper readers who respond to our ads, we expect to add several thousand 
new Beyond Today magazine subscriptions to our files as well.

As always, your prayers for God’s key blessings on this campaign are deeply needed 
and appreciated.

See more updates on the Members Site just like 
these. Go to: www.ucg.org/members
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