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At a Glance

Camp Staff
Needed

Two United Youth Camps are in
need of additional staff. Camp Hye
Sierraisin need of additional boy
and girl counselors. The Teton Chal-
lenger Camp isin need of additional
boy counselors. Please contact James
Capo (james_capo@ucg.org) for
Hye Sierra and Paul Luecke
(paul_luecke@ucg.org) for the Tetons.

Ghana Welcomes
International
Visitors for the
Feast

International visitorsarewelcometo
visit Ghana for the Feast of Taberna-
cles, and will have the opportunity to
attend all three Feast Sites: Accra (the
capitd city), Kumasi (the capita of the
Ashanti region) and Cape Coast. West-
ern-style hotelswill be offered in each
of these sites.

The priceisabout $2,500 per person
(double occupancy) including airfare
from the United States.

If you are interested, please contact
Melvin  Rhodes by E-mail at
melvin_rhodes@ucg.org for more
information.

Camp Staff
Members Receive
Wilderness First
Aid Certificates

On April 30 and May 1, eight men

who serve at United Youth Camps
earned WildernessFirst Aid certificates

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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GCE Chooses Council of Elders Members

Tony Wasilkoff (inter-
national member), Bob
Dick, Mario Seiglie and
Dick Thompson were
selected by the Genera
Conference of Elders to
serve on the 12-member
Council of Elders for the
next three years.

Joel Meeker was also
ratified to continue for the
next two years in the
vacated international position he
filled in January.

Biographies of Mr. Dick, Mr. Sei-

Bob Dick

glie, Mr. Thompson and
Mr. Meeker can be found
onthe Church’sWeb siteat
Www.ucg.org/about/coun-
cill. Below is a

brief biography of

Mr. Wasilkoff,
operation manager

for the UCG in
Canada, and the
newest  Council
member.

Tony Wasilkoff

Anthony (Tony) Wasilkoff Mario Seiglie

was born in a small town in
Saskatchewan, Canada, in 1948.
He came into contact with the
Churchby listening to theWorld
Tomorrow radio
program on CFQC
Saskatoon begin-
ning in 1962. He
attended Ambas-
sador  College,
Pasadena campus,
from 1966 to 1970.

L} met hiswife-to-be, Lin-

id
Dick Thompson

their marriage in
June 1971 in Mon-
roe, Louisiana. The
Wasilkoffs served in
the field ministry in
Louisiana and Mis-
sissippi  until their
transfer to southern
Ontario in the sum-
mer of 1972. The
Wasilkoffs ~ have
served in Canadain

While at college, he  various pastorates in Ontario, Alber-

daEdlinger,whichledto  See “Council,” page 5

GCE Holds Eighth Annual Meeting

The eighth annua meeting of the UCG Generd Con-
ference of Elders began with more than 400 elders and
wivesregistered, over 100 morethan last year.

Sunday, May 4, was a very full day for the Genera
Conference of Elders, including six international

UCG elders and wives gather for the Chairman’s Rece

i¥

ption Saturday night, May 3. Right, Gary Petty and
Ken Treybig share a laugh (photos by Janet Treadway)

reports, aspecia tribute to deceased elders and wives,
the official business session with balloting and reports
from the administration, three keynote addresses and a

See “GCE,” page 2

New Web Pages Help Members Watch the World

by Tom Robinson and
Scott Ashley

With so much happening so quickly
intoday’sworld, how can you keep up?

United has recently added two new
features to the UCG Web site to help
people follow Chrigt’s ingtruction in
Luke21:29-36towatchworld events—
andtohedpmakesenseof dl that'sgoing
on,

At the top of the home page you'll
now notice a link to a weekly com-
mentary on current events written by
UCG ministers and editors. This will
help our site to remain relevant in the
face of major breaking stories.

Also, we've added anew pageto our
Resources section called “Current
World News & Trends’ (you'll find a
link to it on our home page). Inspired
by our Good News magazine feature
“WorldNewsand Trends” theWebfea-
tureisupdated every weskday withlinks

to important news stories from around
theworld—many that are, at leastina
generd way, related toBibleprophecy.

This new feature should not be con-
fused with the world news ticker that
appears on some of our Web pages—a
service we subscribe to that automati-
cally updateswith breeking storiesfrom
the various newswire services. Rather,
the “Current World News & Trends’
pageisupdated by membersof our saff,
who sift through dozens of sources on
the Internet each day for relevant and
important stories. Many important
things are happening in the world that
receive far too little attention in the
mainstream media.

In the “News Analysis’ section of
the page we link to interesting com-
mentaries from outside sources about
current events and trends. While we
don't necessarily endorseeverythingin
thesepieces, wedorecommendthemas
important and informative reading for

our members and Web page users.
Indeed, this section is redlly the heart
and core of the page—for while the
newssectionishelpful inrdaingwhat's
happening, this section helpsto explain
the deeper significance of theseevents.

Indeed, itiswith that godl that we've
begun creating our own commentaries
asmentioned above.

Inaddition, the" Current World News
& Trends’ page dso containsasection
titled“Articlesof Interest,” whereyou'll
find articles of more generd biblical
interest or that are less time-sengitive
than the news postings. We aso place
longer, more in-depth pieces here. In
essence, this category is a catchall for
materia that doesn't readily fit in the
other two, but whichwetill consider to
beimportant and educational.

Thevarious linksinthedifferent sec-
tionsareaccompaniedby afew linesof

Youth United to
Become Printed
Magazine

m Joining forces with Us
Teens to better serve teens
and young adults.

Beginning thisfal, the first printed
issue of anew magazine will be sent to
al young people in United. The new
magazine will be printed quarterly and
will combinetheeffortsof Youth United
and Us Teens, Roy Holladay announced
intheApril 24 Home Office Update.

“For about 2 1/2 yearsnow, United has
been producing an on-linemagazinefor
young people titled Youth United,” Mr.
Holladay said. “It has had agood, solid
sartand managing editor David Treybig
and his staff are to be commended for
their excellent articles about key issues
for our youth. Also, during thelast eight
years, theCincinnati North congregation
has produced aprinted publication titled
Us Teens. This has been afine publicar
tion, enjoying awide circulation, devot-
ed primarily tosharing newsabout young
people, as well as providing biblical
materid. Jm O’ Brien (pastor of Cincin-
nati North) and his team are aso to be
complimented for their yearsof dedicat-
ed serviceto our youthinthisway . . .

“Theemphasisandfocusof both pub-
licationswill beretainedinthenew mag-
azine. . . Moredetailswill beannounced
asthesummer goesaong” un
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Continued from page 1

a Maone Collegein Canton, Ohio.
Those receiving this certification
included Mike Blackwell, Howard
Davis, Matthew Fenchel, Larry Grei-
der, Mark Mickelson, Dave Register,
Greg Sargent and David Treybig. This
credentialing is needed when UYC
activities are held in locations thet are
one or more hours removed from pro-
fessional medical access.
David Treybig

Ordinations and
Credentialings
Announced

Larry Lambert wasordained an elder
on April 17. He and his wife, Wilma,
serve the Charlotte, North Caroling,
congregation.

Will McLoughlin was ordained an
elder on April 12. He and his wife,
Diane, serve the Bricket Wood, Eng-
land, congregation.

Doug Gray wasordained anelder on
March 15. He and his wife, Evelyn
Mary, serve the Sydney, New South
Wales, Austraia, congregation.

Bernard Hongerloot was creden-
tided a thelast Council meetings. He
and hiswife, Linda, serve the Kansas
City, Missouri, congregation.

Jean-Marie Mundeli was also cre-
dentialed, and heand hiswife, Pelagie,
servein Rwanda

BruceBirdwasa so credentialed, and
heand hiswife, Donna, servethe Saska-
toon, Saskatchewan, congregation.

More Cable Access
TV Stations Added

The following stations have been
added to the Good Newstelevision sta-
tionlogin recent weeksdueto brethren
reading the cable access articlesin the
February United News and sponsoring
the program.

Arkansas Mena.

Illinois: Aurora, North Aurora,
Montgomery, Oswego and Bristol (one
station); Bolingbrook; Chicago (two
stations); Manhattan and Elwood;
Naperville; Plainfield; Rolling Mead-
ows, Romeoville.

Indiana: Bloomington.

Texas. El Paso.

West Virginia: Morgantown.

“Weanticipateadditional stationswill
beaddedinupcomingwesksasbrethren
invariouscommunitiescontinueto con-
tect their cable access stationsin regard
to the Good News television program,”
sad SteveNutzman, pastor of the Beloit,
Wisconsin, congregation, which pro-
duces the Good News television pro-
gram. The two stations in the city of
Chicagowill beginin June.

See “News at a Glance,” page 4

“GCE,” continued from page 1

Q&A session with the Council of
Elders.

International Reports

ClydeKilough openedthemesting at
9calingonWalter Tannert for theopen-
ing prayer. Mr. Kilough drew atentionto
the theme of this conference, “Maxi-
mizing Your Ministry,” and quoted the
preamble of the UCGIA Constitution
and the mission statement to show the
purpose behind the GCE annua mest-
ings.

Mr. Kilough then introduced the six
international reports scheduled for this
year.

Canada

Rainer Salomaa, chairman of the
Canadian National Council, presented
some statistics about the country and
UCG in Canada:

« About 30 million people live in
Canada.

¢ 24 UCG groups meet across
Canada

* 683 record attendance.

* 503 took the Passover.

421 membersonfile

 About 22,000 namesonfile.

o Last year 10,082 items mailed out
from the office per month.

* 20credentidled el ders(six sdlaried,
onehdf sary).

 Averageageof sdaried el dersis63.

Mr. Salomaa showed dides of the
elders and office employees. He also
talked about the efforts to preach the
gospe in Canada. Currently the Cana
dian officeis receiving responses to an
ad that appeared in Alive, ahedlth mag-
azine. He explained that the most cost-
effective area of mediais through the
Internet.

Caribbean

Arnold Hampton described his rela-
tionship with the Caribbean area, which
heservesdongwithKingdey Mather. In
1982 Mr. Hampton and his family
moved to Barbados where they served
for severd years. Since United started,
there has been growth throughout the
area, usudly startingwithjust oneor two
on anidand. Now there are an average

of 35 attending in Barbados and about
15inSt. Lucia InSt. Vincent thereisdill
only one, but the seed is planted.

Mr. Hampton is personally responsi-
blefor four countries(aongwith histwo
congregations in Maryland). He visits
histwo Caribbean congregations every
other month, and the other idands less
often.

Oneof thebig needsintheareaisfor
manpower, sothey dtarted the Caribbean
Leadership Training (CLT) program.
Now they needtocarry ittothenextlev-
d, toamentoring program. The CLT is
bearing fruit aready. Mr. Hampton was
askedtoperformafunera, but theplane
ticket was too expensive, S0 he asked a
CLT attendeetodoit. Thingswent well,
thankfully, since the prime minister of
that idand wasat thefunera.

Mr. Hampton d so mentioned thefirst
summer camp heldin Jamaicalast year,
and the plansfor it thissummer.

Mr. Hampton and Mr. Mather also
serve Guyana, an English-speaking
country onthe Caribbean coast of South
America. Mr. Hampton described the
experience of baptizing peoplein ariv-
er helater found had piranhainit!

Italy

Carmelo Anastas brought greetings
from the 36 members, 14 children and
21 prospective members in Italy.
Though small in number, that'sactually
morethan a400 percent increase!

Mr. Anastasi told about anew mem-
ber who was on apoliceforceand tried
to get permission to not carry gun. His
superiors wouldn't let him until he
threstenedto gotothepress Now hehas
been given early retirement and a pen-
son.

The Church has invited subscribers
from various areas of Itay for Bible
Sudies. Inonecity 11 attended, a5 per-
cent response. However inRomeonly 3
responded. Mr. Anastas pointed out the
need to increase the preaching of the
gospd in Italy. Currently they send out
about 5,000 copies of the Itaian Good
News every two months, and they want
toincreaseto 15,000.

They havea so been doingleadership
training, and training aman in editoria
work to “replace me someday,” Mr.
Anadtas said.

Mr.Anastas mentioned that they will
have 150 or more & the Feest—but that
there'still room for transfersl

Far East

Dave Baker explained that athough
he doesn't look or sound Asian, hewas
baptized in Asia, engaged in Asia,
ordained in Asiaand thought he would
diethere.

Mr. Baker serves as senior pastor to
thePhilippines, which hewastoldisthe
third largest English-spesking nationin
the world. There are 450 to 500 mem-
bers, three Feast Stes and six eldersin
the Philippines. There are 6,000 Good
News subscribers and 2,700 newsstand
copiesaredistributed. Themost request-
ed booklet isWhy Does God Allow Quf-
fering?

tised there. Onereasonisthat apparent-
ly aTamil-languagerdigious megazine
spoke positively of our free literature.
Mr. Baker pointed out that sSince it can
cost haf aday’s wage or more just to
writeto us, they aren't just requesting it
becauseitisfree. Infact, onereader trav-
eled more than aday in monsoon rains
tomeet himin southern India, and gave
adonation to the Church before heleft.

Mr. Baker aso mentioned his visit
with a group that he met in northeast
India that wants to be affiliated with
UCG. Their beliefs are very smilar to
ours, and they wouldn’t let him pay for
his expenses. They have four services
each Sabbath! They keep Passover on
the 15th of thefirst month instead of the
14th, and Mr. Baker told themthiswould
be aroadblock. They wrote back with a

The president and chairman join the elders who serve international areas in
a photo (photo by Janet Treadway)

Some of the challenges faced by
brethren in the Philippines include the
fact that many of them are scattered and
can only atend once or twice amonth.
Many of them are underemployed or
face problems because of not working
on the Sabbath.

Mr. Baker aso serves other aress of
Asia, and he mentioned interesting let-
terssuch asthis onefrom Myanmar:

“| was most inspired by al of your
Bible Sudy Courses dedling with the
basicteaching of true Chrigtianity. | reed
every bit of dl of your literature as soon
as| getit. | saveeachissueand compile
andteachand preach basedon
themin my fellowship. As| wasapart-
timelecturer a my brother’sBible sem-
inary for thisyear, my sudentswereaso
blessed through &l your literature.”

Thereare anumber of subscribersin
India, eventhoughwehavenever adver-

beautiful attitudeof desiring God'struth.

Mr. Baker said heisoften humbled by
those he hears from in Asa. They just
want things that we take for granted,
suchastomeetaminister andtogotoa
Sabbath service.

Currently we are only sending one
GNfor every haf millionpeopleinAsa
Doing God'swork in Asiaistruly an
impossible task without God'shelp.

Ghana

Melvin Rhodes briefly recounted the
history of our associationwiththeRem-
nant Churchof Godin Ghana, whichled
to 11 full-timepastorsbeing ordainedin
Ghana last year, and another being
added more recently.

Since then they have been working
with 21 non-salaried elders who are
being prepared for credentiaing.

Mr. Rhodes mentioned that they can
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take up to 40 visitors for the Feast of
Tabernaclesthisyear. Heexplained that
Ghanaisalot ssfer thanwalking around
in Detrait (he said heredlizesthat's not
saying much, but said that it redlly is
sdfe).

Most of the brethren are very poor.
One man feeds his family on roughly
$230 ayear. But anumber of members
are better off and two even own their
own cars. Mr. Rhodes pointed out that
theWesterntendency istothink thet giv-
ingmoney will solveevery problem. But
it is better to help them build an infra-
sructureand givethemtools, rather than
ahandout. Mr. Rhodes explained that
you candestroy acommunity if you give
too much to some—throwing money
around can cregteresentment. In Ghana
they do have enough to est.

United Kingdom

Peter Hawkins gave a PowerPoint
presentation about UCG—British Ides,
highlighting their desirefor “Peace and
Progress”

As“CEQ" (“Conductor of the Eng-
lish Orchestra” ashe expressed it), Mr.
Hawkinsseeshisroleasconductor of an
effectiveteam forming there. Hesaid the
Churchwill begtrivingtofollow itscon-
stitution, which contains collaborative,
supportiveand self-eval uating eements.
UCG-British Idles will be seeking a
worldwide view, using UCGIA videos
at services every three weeks and wel-
coming internationd visitorscoming to
the United Kingdom asspeskersduring
theyear and the Feest.

Currently therearefiveministersand
variousvolunteershepinginmany aress
serving more than 80 membersin six
congregations. Attendance for Unleav-
ened Bread was up 16 percent.

The GN circulation is 2,600, includ-
ing magazines sent to English-spesking
Europe. They have asked readersin the
“British and European Supplement” to
the GNif they areinterested in meeting
with us. Around 20 requests have been
received sofar.

Just prior to leaving for the GCE,
there were five additiona calls from
those with no previous association with
theChurchof Godwishingtoattend ser-
Vices.

Mr. Hawkinspointed out someof the
strengths and wesknesses experienced
by the Church. The strengthsinclude a

dedicated membershipand ministry; but
the weeknessesinclude the small num-
ber and scattered nature of membersand
ministers and the aging of the non-
sdaried minigtry.

Britain today has overall prosperity
and areading public, but agenerd lack
of biblica knowledge.

A Special Tribute to
Deceased Elders and Wives

After abresk, Mr. Kiloughintroduced
amoving ceremony that will be contin-
uedinfutureyears. atributeto deceased
edersand wives. Sincethiswasthefirst
time, 28 eldersand wiveswho havedied
since United started in 1995 were hon-
ored. (Onewhowasinadvertently over-
looked will be honored next year.) Mr.
Kilough thanked Carl Falzonefor print-
ing a beautiful 36-page, full-color
brochure in tribute to these men and
women. Then heintroduced Ken Giese
to present thetribute.

Mr. Giese then showed slides and
read touching tributes and memories
from many family, friends and col-
leagues of these faithful, dedicated
servants who had such an important
influence on so many members.

Those honored were:

Garland Gay Gould Berg (2002)

Richard (Dick) Case (2001)

Kenneth William Christopher (2000)

Oswad G. (Ozzie) Engelbart (2000)

KennethA. Graham Sr. (2002)

Tolu Ha angana (2002)

LarnaJeanne Hammer (1995)

E. CharlesHanson (1998)

IrisHegvold (1996)

Sadmer Hegvold (2002)

David House (1997)

Marvin Hush (2000)

James Earl Jenkins (2003)

GlenWilliam Keeley Sr. (2000)

Duane Franklin Ledy (1996)

Jerad J. McLaughlin (2000)

FlorenceAmdiaMischnick (1996)

Wiley Thomas Morgan (1995)

EugeneA. Nod (2002)

Chamer Pifer (1999)

ThelmaPifer (2002)

Bernard Francis Schnippert (1998)

Sidney Earl Smith (2002)

AnneTeitgen (2002)

CharlesWegerle (1995)

Geradd D. Waterhouse (2002)

VadenWhite (1997)

Christian Diedrik Zernichow (1997)

Later itwaslearnedthat PatriciaArritt
(2001) had not beenincluded. Mr. Kilo-
ugh announced that she would be
included in the tribute next year.

Business Session

After alunch break, Clyde Kilough
caledthemestingtoorder and caledon
John Miller, an elder from Ohio, to give
theopening prayer. After theapproval of
theminutes, theballoting took place (see
theresultsbelow).

President’s Address

Roy Holladay welcomed everyone,
and mentioned that this GCE dso pro-
vided an opportunity for a40th reunion
of the Ambassador College class of
1963. They got together withtheir mates
for dinner Friday night.

Mr. Holladay announced that the
large offering given on Pentecost 1995
just after United started hasfinally been
surpassed during Unleavened Breed this
year. Hea so ran down some encourag-
ing gatidtics:

* Individua subscriptions to The
Good News continue to increase. Now
only 4 percent of GNs go to waiting
rooms, compared to half afew years

0.

+ 2.51 million booklets have been
printed since United Sarted.

* 165,000 copies of the top booklet
(What IsYour Destiny?) havebeen print-
ed.

* Theredesigned Web sitehasattract-
edincreased numbersof visitorsandthe
time they spend on the site has dso
increased.

* Therehasheenasteady increasein
church attendance.

* 14 percent of the Church'sincome
hascomefromthosewho don't yet con-
sider themselves part of United.

» 4593 donorsareonfile.

* 2,022 coworkersareonfile.

Mr. Holladay asked theeldersto con-
vey hisappreciation to themembersfor
their support. He said that to him win-
ning thewar in Irag meansthat perhaps
Godisgiving usalitlemoretimeto do
awork.

He encouraged everyone to get
involved with thetwo cable accesstele-
vison programs, which have both
improvedinqudity. Hesadif wecould
goonmorestations, wecould get 30,000
or 40,000 responses a year (up from

about 4,000 now) with little additiona

cost.

Mr. Holladay aso highlighted the
commentary thatisnow being put onthe
Web siteeach week, and whichwehope
tododaily inthefuture. Wea so hopeto
have short video snippets on the Web
site, perhaps 1, 2 or 3minuteslong. He
explained that TV and the Internet are
merging, and wehopeto takeadvantage
of the trend. The E-learning program
aso seemsto have unlimited potentia.

God has had a very clear picture of
what Heis planning to do, and He has

The ABC Chorale performs during Sabbath services May 3

(photo by Peter Eddington)

been calling people to help. “Bringing
many sonsto glory” isthevisoninthe
Strategic Plan. Outside the Church of
God community they don’t understand
the meaning of life, Mr. Holladay said.
We have a responsibility to prepare a
people to be the sons and daughters of
God

United has been aleader in reaching
out to other groups and promoting uni-
ty, Mr. Holladay said, giving examples
suchasCGCF and the Remnant Church
of God. He said he hopes we can con-
tinuewiththat. Heasked for everyone's
prayersthat God will continueto guide
us

Treasurer’s Report

Tom Kirkpatrick pointed out that the
last st of audited financid statements
was printed in the September-October
2002 United News. Toreport onthecur-
rent situation, he passed out asummary
cash flow statement through May 4, or
83 percent of the fiscal period. Actua
category one income was about 2 per-
cent above budget, but Dr. Kirkpatrick
projected that we' Il likely end the fiscal

year dightly below budget in category
one, and over in category two (Holy Day
offerings). Thiswould put usclosetothe
budgeted $18,240,000 amount.

Lest wefed that isalarge budget, he
pointed out that four NBA playershave
higher incomes than the entire Church
budget!

Dr. Kirkpatrick also looked at the
income compared with the previous 12
months, which showed a 2.7 percent
increase. (He said this measure shows
“how fagt the train has been moving.”)
Considering these trends, he fedsit is
only prudenttogo
no more than the
42 percent
increase projected
in the budget. He
pointed out that
God can mekethe
money He does
give us go farther
thanwethink pos-
shle by multiply-
ing the seed (2
Corinthians9:10).

Dr. Kirkpatrick
reported that the
sdary ranges are
unchanged from
last year'sreport.

Ministerial Services Report:
“A Work in Progress”

Richard Pindlli, Ministerid Services
operation manager, said that intheeight
years since United sarted, things have
been sttling. Now thereis afeding of
peace and settlement and no longer the
“rock androll” of earlier years. Now it's
likeasign heonce saw entering asmall
townin Texas “Homeof 10,000 happy
people, with the exception of afew old
grouches”

Watching the attendance and offer-
ingsincrease is a beautiful thing, Mr.
Pindli said. There are now 447 ders
worldwide, and we again have over
19,000 for the Feast of Tabernacles.
Attendancefor Holy Daysinthe United
Statesisover 13,000, and thereareabout
10,500 attending on regular Sabbaths.
He received only four letters of com-
plaint after the Feast—95 percent of
problems we've had are gone, he said.
Things are not perfect, but they are a

See “GCE,” page 4

Thousands Share Pre-GCE Sabbath Service

Between the 766 gathered in
Cincinnati, the 133 congregations on
the phone hookup and the 120 cyber-
cast connections, the audiencefor the
May 3 Sabbath services was one of
the largest in United's history, Clyde
Kilough said during announcements.
More than 400 eldersand wiveswere
registered to attend the General Con-
ference of Elders meeting that week-
end, over 100 more than last year.

André van Belkum, chairman of
UCG in Southern Africa, gavethefirst
split sermon on the need to “Stand
Firm.” After describing the growth in
South Africa (27 percent increase in
Passover attendance compared to the
previousyear), Mr. van Belkum played
atapeof alion’sroar. Heexplained that

aguide told him never to run from a
lion, but to stand and face it. Then the
lionwill generaly stop its charge. The
Bible shows the need to stay close to
God sowecan stand firm despitewhat-
ever trids that roaring lion, the devil,
throwsat us.

Aaron Dean, amember of the Coun-
cil of Elders and a non-salaried elder,
gave the second split sermon on our
calling to be like Christ in service to
others. He compared our calling with
the call hereceived 29 years ago to put
on ared jacket asasteward serving on
the Church’'s plane. Herbert Arm-
strong's first instructions were to treat
everyonelikeaking or queen—all have
afantastic potentid, and it's al about
people. At baptism we al put on the

“redjacket” inagreeingtoserve Chrigt,
no matter what. Mr. Dean used memo-
rable examplesof serviceby Mr. Arm-
strong and by the queen of Thailand to
illustrate our need to make service a
way of life.

Chairman’s Reception

After the Sabbath elders and wives
registered for the General Conference
of Elders meetings and enjoyed an
entertaining slide show during the
chairman’s reception. Doctored pho-
tographs humoroudly illustrated a
behind-the-scenes look at the prepara-
tions for the GCE. The audience was
givenachancetowin aprizeby guess-
ingwhowaswhoin 44 old photographs
fromthe’50sand’60s. un

Ballot Results

At the end of the May 4 afternoon session, Clyde Kilough announced the

resultsof balloting:

¢ The 2003-04 Strategic Plan passed 305t0 4.

» The 2003-04 Operation Plan passed 301 to 8.

¢ The 2003-04 budget passed 297 to 14.

 Joel Meeker wasratified to continuein the Council seat hefilledin Jan-

uary

ings passed 2980 8.

Four Council seats arefilled each year. The four men selected for three-year

termsare:

Robert Dick.
Mario Seiglie.

Richard Thompson.

« Amendment to Bylaw 7.1 clarifying theannua genera meeting and Coun-
cil nomination process passed 2930 9.

« Amendment to Bylaw 8.3.1 seeking to redefine the requirementsto be eli-
giblefor international Council member seatsfailed 121 to 183.

* Amendment to Bylaw 8.7.4.1 aand b regarding notice for Council meet-

Anthony Weasilkoff asan international member of the Council.
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At a Glance

Continued from page 2

“After viewing the Good News pro-
gram, a cable access station manager
told Chicago UCG member, John Bar-
bush, that he wished al cable access
programs were of the same quality as
The Good News,” Mr. Nutzman said.

The Good News is now airing in 12
statesand, beginningin June, it will air
on 27 stations.

TheMay-June Good Newsmagazine
has alog for both cable-access televi-
sion programs and the Good News
radio program.

Staff Takes Field
Trip to Post Office

March 5, Connie Seelig, Richard
Kennebeck and Janet Treadway took
part in the open house tour sponsored
by the Cincinnati/Dayton Postal Cus-

Connie Seelig, Richard Kennebeck
and Janet Treadway tour the Cincinnati
Post Office March 5

tomer Council. What wasit liketo vis-
it such a huge operation? It was over-
whelming to seethe massive amount of
mail that goes through this post office
each day. Virtualy al sorting of mail is
done with machines as large as semis.
Therewere conveyer beltseverywhere,
sending mail toits proper destinations.
The Cincinnati Post Office processes
over amillion pieces of mail each day.
The experience left us with a deep
appreciation for post office mail pro-
ng fecilities.

Janet Treadway

Reprints Added to
Home Office
Literature Stocks

Due to the increasing need for
information dealing with socia and
family relationships in answering
reader questions, Scott Ashley has
recently produced anumber of reprint
articles on such issues. The material
wasgleaned from past editionsof The
Good News on subjects including
smoking, abortion, depression and
mental and physical health. Articles
dealing with marriage and spousal

See “News at a Glance,” page 24

“GCE,” continued from page 3

wholelot better than eight yearsago, he
sad.

Mr. Pinelli reported that 896 people
with aSabbatarian background contact-
ed the ministry in the last year (a
decrease of 25 percent). Another 832
new peoplewithout aSabbatarian back-
ground have become interested in con-
tacting aminister because of our literar
ture (a1 percent increase). There have
been 47 baptisms of brand-new people
not of Sabbatarian background.

Mr. Pindlli reported that the Church
has hired four of the men who attended
the ministerial candidate program last
August, and another is yet to be hired
thisfiscal year, Three more are in the
budget for next year.

Altogether pastorshaverecorded dri-
ving more than 16 million miles since
United started, and if you add the miles
other ddersturnedin, it would be21 mil-
lion miles or more than 800 times
around the earth!

What makes United specia? Mr.
Pinelli said it’s the multi-tasking min-
istry who havetaken on many of thesup-
port functions of the Church. They do
much morethan pastoring: writing arti-
cles, PCD, teaching at ABC, Feast,
review teams, camp, managing editors,
education programs and much more.
Thewiveshavegivenincrediblesupport.
It'singpiringtobearoundthisgroup, Mr.
Pindli said.

Media and Communications
Services Report

Peter Eddington, Media and Com-
muni cations Services operation manag-
er, reported that there have been many
accomplishments over past 12 months,
such astherisein number of individua
subscribersto The Good News.

Another very positive area is the
redesigned Web sSite. Two new fegtures
have been added to encourage Web vis-
itors to use our site to follow Christ's
ingtruction to watch—and to help make
senseof dl that’shappening. Commen-
taries by our writers are posted each
week and “Current World News and
Trends’ provideslinkstoother newsand
commentaries.

Mr. Eddington reported that unfortu-
nately wearenot going to reach our tar-
get of 500,000for theGN circulationthis
fiscal year. The 11 percent decresse in
GN is partly because of lower than
expected renewa of our waiting rooms.
He mentioned that for the coming year
it will be a challenge to get back up to
haf amillion.

However, having 77 percent of our
circulation asindividua subscribersisa
hedthy figure, he said. Individua sub-
scribers have increased from 88,983 in
1999 to 354,590 today.

TheBible Sudy Courseisgoinginto
11,130 non-member households, and
3,738 graduatesof theBSC arereceiving
tapes. Beyond that, 1,098 graduates of
the tape program responded to an offer
for more information from the Church.
There have been a total of 914,000
lessons printed to date.

Mr. Eddington aso reported:

» World Newsand Prophecy isbeing
offered to coworkers; the print run is
now 19,400, up 15 percent

* 5.75million card pack promotions

have been sent, bringing in 36,146 sub-
scriptionsat acost per responseof $2.33.

* 21,840 brochures were distributed
in2002. Thispromotion hasavery cost
effective $1.49 cost per response.

e 742,900 newsstand copies have
been distributed total, 420,100 |ast year
done.

* Total mail processed is down 11
percent becauseof decreased number of
promotions.

« LiteraturerequeststhroughtheWeb
Steareup 73 percent.

Kingsley Mather addresses the media
meeting (photo by Peter Eddington)

 Donation mail isup 7 percent.

» Non-member donationsareup21.1
percent.

* 24 percent increase in donors and
coworkers.

« 167 new donors per month.

« Total number of members, youth
and associated isup 4 percent.

* 42 percentincreasein detatransfer
ontheucg.orgWeb site.

 Near 170,000 visitorsto the sitein
April.

« GNradio hashroughtinover 7,000
cdlsandiscurrently on 16 sations.

e Radio and TV log is in the
May/June GN.

 Mr. Eddington encouraged pastors
to arrange for one or both cable-access
televison programsto be aired in their
city.

Keynote Addresses:
“Maximizing Your Ministry”
Mr. Kilough thanked the GCE plan-
ning task force, saying they’ve done a
tremendousjob. Then heintroduced the
first of three keynote addresses. Paul
L uecke pastorsfour scattered congrege-
tionsin North Dakotaand Manitoba.

“Serving the Small and
Scattered Flocks” (Paul
Luecke)

The Church has been compared to a
household, and Mr. Lueckesaid a“ new
household” was given to pastors eight
yearsago (Matthew 24:45). The square
footage has increased. There are fewer
people, fewer young people, fewer
helpers; but the household hasthe same
needs.

Mr. Luecke encouraged the eldersto
exploit the advantages of having small-
er congregations to develop local leed-
ership and makefull useof the Sabbath.

The pastor is better able to get
acquainted with the brethreninasmall-
er congregation, and o heisbetter able
toidentify and develop thelocal leader-
ship.

To maximize the use of the Sabbath,
Mr. Luecke gave thefollowing points:

* Memberstoday il needtoassem-
blewith their brethren (Hebrews 10:24-

25). Hequoted ayoung personwhofed's
that larger congregations lead to sdec-
tivity (cliques). Young peoplehavemore
opportunities to serve in smaller con-
gregations.

* Memberstill needtohear fromthe
minigtry. Perhgpstheministerscan have
more effect by tailoring messages
specificaly to the members, preparing
them to teach othersin the Kingdom of
God. Minigters can dso use phone
hookupsto expand thereach of themes-

sage.

* The Sabbath alows us to get to
know everyone by spending moretime.
Because of the distances involved, he
can only go to one congregation each
Sabbath, 0 he spendsthewhole day.

A smdl congregation benefitsfrom
dignity as much as a large one does.
Winnipeg sets up flowers, etc., even
thoughthey'reonly 25instead of 1,000.

“The Pastor as a Friend”
(Jim Chapman)

After spending hours together with
thetroopsin Irag, even hardened embed-
ded reporters were impressed with the
troops they were with. Mr. Chapman
used this as a springboard to talk about
the privilege of having and being a
friend. He said we have aspiritual man-
dateto becomevery closefriendsandto
take care of each other as well. John
15:15 shows that Jesus calls us friends.
We are a handpicked group (John
15:16). We are to get dong with every-
one. We are even to love our enemies.
Chrigt prayed for our unity (John17:11).
Weareworking asateamwith God and
Chrigt toward our degtiny. If wewould-
n'tredly lay down our lifefor each oth-
er, how will we convince others of the

genuineness of our Chritianity (John
13:35)?God will bless our friendships.

The minigterid family isavery spe-
cid entity—God expectsthingsof them.
Mr. Chapman explained that ministers
can sharewith each other. Other minis-
tersprovideasafehousewherean elder
can admit faults, not get preached & or
get “thelook” Working together on the
front linesis a great place to develop
friendships, and we have lots of front
linesnow, Mr. Chapman said.

In1 Samuel 18t describesthe close
friendship of Jonathan and David. What
areunionthat will beintheresurrection!

Mr. Chapman encouraged the elders
and wivesto take advantage of opportu-
nities like the GCE to strengthen their
friendshipswith other eldersand wives.
Let'stry harder tobethebest friendswe
can bewith the help of God, he said.

“If 1 Had to Do It Over
Again” (Dale Schurter)

Mr. Schurter thanked everyonefor the
support and prayers through his most
recent trials. He said his most recent
near-death experience helped him to
know he loves God and Christ a the
thirdlevel, andthat Godloveshimat the
infinitelevel. He described level one as
the knowledge of the great command-
ment to love God with al your heart,
soul andmind. Level twoisadeeper lev-
e of affirmation, | loveGodwithal my
heart, soul and mind.” Level threeis
much deeper yet, telling God regularly,
at least onceaday, “1 loveYou with dl
my heart, soul and mind”’

In @ 24-hour period, he went from
being active to being broken. At first he
thought he was just tired, but his wife
hed to revivehimacoupleof times. The

1963 AC Class 40th Reunion
Held Before GCE

Class of '63 gets together: Barb and Gary Antion, Jan and John Schroeder,
Dennis Luker, Roy and Norma Holladay and Lucretia and Fred Kellers

“Why don't we get together to
remember our graduation from Ambas-
sador?” was the question proposed by
Fred Kelers prior to the Generd Con-
ferenceof Elders2003. Therewereonly
afew fromthedassof'63whowouldbe
able to participate—Roy and Norma
Holladay, Dennis L uker, John Schroed-
er and Gary Antion. They along with
their wives agreed that this was a good
idea. So, arrangements were made for
dinner on an evening prior to the GCE.

Fred and Lucretia Kellers, Roy and
Norma Holladay, John and Jan

Schroeder, Gary and Barbara Antion
and Dennis Luker (LeeAnn, his wife,
was unable to make the trip) met and
enjoyed reminiscing about their
Ambassador experiencesand their cur-
rent experiences. Several of thecouples
will aso celebrate their 40th anniver-
saries this year as well. Families and
grandchildren were aso topics of con-
versation.

Astheevening concluded, all agreed
that “old friends’ are among the best
benefits a person can have.

Gary E. Antion
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function of his adrena gland was as
closetobeing deed asit canbe. Heasked
for anointing and examined the Scrip-
tures (including Matthew 7:7; Exodus
15:6; 23:25; and 20:8-9) in addition to
seeking advice from hedth care
providers. He learned that the cause of
his hedlth problem was that he dways
pushed through histiredness, again and
again. He did not want to be an unprof-
itable servant. When it comes time to
rest, hehadtolearntodothat withal his
might aswell.

Hesad if he had to do it over again,
he would keep the whole Fourth Com-
mandment better. Since, likethe priests,
God's sarvants today are blameless for
doing God'swork on the Sabbath, min-
isterstoo often neglect getting rest (tek-
ing apersond day aweek, taking vaca-
tion). He said it has actualy been a
blessingthat hehasonly beenabletovis-
it one congregation a Sabbath because
of hishedlth.

Mr. Schurter said if you find yourself
goinginthedirection of anadrend crash,
take time to rest. Relax for 10 minutes
instead of taking acoffeeor Cokebresk.
ConfirmtoGod, “I loveYouwithal my
heart, soul andmind, andlovemy neigh-
bor asmysdf.” Prectice the hedlth prin-
ciplesyou dready know, Mr. Schurter
sad.

In the evening the Council of Elders
answered a variety of questions and
commentsfrom eldersand wives.

Concluding Remarks

At the end of Monday's workshop
sessions, ClydeKilough commented on
the peaceful, enjoyable meetings held
thisyear, and encouraged theassembled
elders and wives to use the times of
peaceto look back and take stock sowe
can moveforward.

He said the seminars had been
designed to help the elders grow indi-
vidudly. In order to truly maximize our
ministry asagroup, we must aso mini-
mize our casudties. In the context of
war, we often hear the strange phrase,

“friendly fire” Between 17 and 28 per-
cent of casudtiesin the first Gulf War
were caused by friendly fire—soldiers
onthe same sdekilling each other.

The basics of combat have aways
beenthesame Wheream | ?Wheré smy
buddy?Where' stheenemy?Friendship
iskeeping track of each other, Mr. Kilo-
ughsad.

There'salotintheBibleabout friend-
ly fire in the spiritual sense. There are

L

-

Carmelo Anastasi translates
International meeting into Italian for
Angelo Di Vita (photo by Peter
Eddington)

twotendencieswhenfired onby afriend:
to get discouraged or to fire back. Some
are wounded right now, Mr. Kilough
said. How many times have we wound-
ed others?

Wounded people can't fight very
effectively. Wounded elders minimize
our effectiveness. Chrigt is sengitive to
friendly fire, because He probably has
experienced it themost.

When we find out we have wounded
others, our first reectionamost dwaysis,
“| didn’'t meanto.” But that doesn't make
it hurt any less. We need to go to our
brother, repent, forgive.

Ephesians 4:2-3 givesus some of the
“high-tech” tools we need to avoid
friendly fire. “With al lowliness and
gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing
with oneanother inlove, endeavoringto
keeptheunity of the Spiritinthebond of

peece’ _
Mike Bennett

Elders Attend Workshops on
“Maximizing Your Ministry”

Monday, May 5, the elders and
wives attending the GCE had the
choice of attending up to five of the
15 workshop sessions available.

Life Innovations Certification:
This half-day seminar allowed min-
istersand wivesto be certified to use
the marriage counseling instruments
provided by Lifelnnovations. These
include the whole range of Pre-
pare/Enrich profiles for both pre-
marital and marriage enrichment
counseling. (Larry Salyer)

Speaking Skills Part |—Creat-
ing Sleeplessness. This session
explored waysto add passion, inten-
sity, energy and life to messages.
(Arnold Hampton and Fred Kellers)

Speaking Skills Part || —Effec-
tivelnteractive Teaching: Thisses-
sion addressed the skills needed to
conduct effective interactive Bible
studies, classes, training sessions
and discussions. (David Johnson and
Randy Schreiber)

EffectiveMarriage Counseling:
This session used an interactive
approach to discuss marital prob-
lems a pastor may face in his pas-
toral experience. (Gary Antion and
Doug Horchak)

Three Steps to Effective Refer-
ral Counseling: This seminar
looked at the minister'srolein help-
ing members obtain professional,
specialized counseling when it is
needed. (Dennis Luker and John
Cafourek)

Power Point Basics: This work-
shop looked at the basic rules of pre-
sentation for sermons or Bible stud-
ies. (Randy Schreiber)

Power Point Advanced: This
seminar provided those who had a
basic knowledge of PowerPoint with

achanceto learn more. (Jim Franks)

Maximizing Your Youth Pas-
toral Skills: Thisworkshop featured
a short PowerPoint presentation to
highlight the ongoing efforts of the
United Church of God to serve our
youth, followed by a discussion on
waysto help them connect with God
and thework Heisdoing through the
Church. A panel of ministers who
serve on the Youth Education Team,
at United Youth Campsand in apub-
lic high school were on hand to
answer questions and moderate the
discussion. (David Treybig, Larry
Greider, James Capo and Dan Sal-
cedo)

Financial Planning for theMin-
istry: This session addressed some
of the unique financia planning
issues faced by the UCG ministry.
(Britton M. Taylor, CFP, Registered
Investment Advisor)

Getting to Retirement: Thislec-
ture was designed to give some spe-
cific strategies for the ministry to
maximizereturnsand minimizerisk.
The instructor gave some of the tips
he gave students when teaching
finance at Ambassador. (Aaron
Dean)

Developing L eader ship Mentor-
ing Skills: This seminar looked at
how mentoring can help our mem-
bership and leadership reach their
full potential by conserving and
transferring special know-how in
areas of spiritual leadership and
development. (Richard Pinelli and
Doug Horchak)

Maximizing Your Leadership
Skills: Thisseminar focused on how
and why we should master our per-
sonal leadership skills to be more
effectiveasaservant and anindivid-

ual. The presenter holds a master's
degree in leadership from Bellevue
University where he serves as an
adjunct faculty member. (Greg
Thomas)

Maximizing  Your Health
Through Exercise: This seminar
looked at:

1. How much exercise is needed
for health benefitsvs. weight lossvs.
achieving ahigh level of physical fit-
ness.

2. Establishing the habit of regular
activity vs. a crash course in self-
inflicted misery each January.

3. Why your metabolism doesn’t
have to slow down as you age.

4. Common exercise myths.

5. Some simple ways to get more
activity into your days.

The presenter has 20 years experi-
enceasafitnessinstructor/trainer, is
certified by theAmerican Council on
Exercise and has been an adjunct
instructor in the Exercise and Sport
Science Department at Colorado
State University. (Jacque Melear)

Living the Life of a Ministerial
Wife: This ladies’ symposium dis-
cussed thefollowing areas: Your val-
ue to the Church, being a support
system to your husband, making
your health a priority and positive
parenting. (Moderator—Judy Ser-
vidio; panel—Delee Hargrove, Dee
Kilough, Jane Suckling and Jenny
Bradford)

Maximizing Your Computer
Skills: The advent of the computer
and the Internet has revolutionized
the work of the ministry. This ses-
sion offered tips on Internet
resources and Bible software pro-
grams. (Vic Kubik and Larry Walk-
er). uN

Festival Coordinators Meet
to Finalize Feast Plans

by Dave Myers

Planning for the 2003 Feast of
Tabernacles is well under way. The
Festival coordinators and Festival
team met for a half-day conference
in Cincinnati on Friday, May 2, pri-
or to the General Conference of
Elders annual meeting. The Festival
conference, led by Ministerial Ser-
vices operation manager Richard
Pinelli, addressed numerous issues
in preparation for organization and
observance of the Feast of Taberna-
clesthisfall.

Someitems of discussion focused
on the following topics. New U.S.
Festival sites for 2003 include
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii; Steamboat
Springs, Colorado; Lexington, Ken-
tucky; and Kerrville, Texas—all
expected to be popular and well
attended. Members may read about
these new sites in the Festival Plan-
ning Brochure that has been mailed

to each U.S. household.

It was noted that another publica-
tion, the U.S. and Canadian Festival
Ste Activity  Announcements
brochure, describing all Festival
activities at each site, will be mailed
to al member househol ds during the
month of July.

All U.S. and Canadian sites this
year are planning to have a type of
singles’ hospitality area—alocation
where singles can meet to fellowship
and plan activities together.

Other topics of discussion
involved manpower assignments,
how to prepare for the senior citi-
zens' luncheon and activity, charita-
ble projects, coordinator transfer
requests, special music coordination,
opening night servicesand speakers
guidelines.

Dueto lack of time, discussion on
long-term planning will be pursued
at the next meeting of the coordina-
tors following the 2003 Feast. un

“Council Chosen,” continued from
page 1

taand British Colum-
biaever since.

Both Tony and Lin-
da began attending
with the United
Church of God in the
fall of 1995 in Cal- |
gary,Alberta, wherea
small congregation
had aready begun.
The Wasilkoffs now
residein Mississauga,
Ontario, where they
serve in both the
Canadian office and
in several pastorates.

The Wasilkoffs'
children, now grown,
resideandwork inthe
Cincinnati area. The
Wiasilkoffs special interest revolves
around their 1-year-old grandson,
Logan, as al older and wiser grand-
parents will readily understand.
Although Tony and Lindaenjoy going
for walks, gardening and working in

the back yard, their principal current
avocation has become grandparent-

ing.

Tony and Linda Wasilkoff

After the shock wears off, Tony
anticipates contributing to Council of
Elders sessions by participating with
the other international members in
adding an international perspectiveto
Council meetings. un

GCE Time Is
Meetings Time

In addition to the General Confer-
ence of Elders meeting, a number of
other meetingswere scheduled to take
advantage of the many elders being
together.

May 1 Council chairman Clyde
Kilough met with the international
elders to discuss questions of interna-
tional interest. TheGood News TV crew
had aplanning meeting aswell.

May 2 the Media and Communica
tions Services department met with the
Media Committee of the Council and
other writersand editors.

AlsoMay 2theExpelled Elder Appeal
Committee and the Member Appeal
Committee (EEAC/MAC) met, as did
theMinisterial Education task force.

May 6 the Prophecy Advisory Com-
mitteemet, asdidtheU.S. regiona pas-
tors.

The Council of Eldershad threedays
of meetings May 6 to 8. Reports of the
Council meetings can be found at
www.ucg.org/about/council/updates htm.
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News From Around the World

UCG Elder Makes First Visit to Brethren in Portugal

by Jorge de Campos

My wifeand | are extremely encour-
aged and uplifted after visiting the few
scattered brethren in Portugal.

During our trip to the Genera Con-
ferenceof Eldersmeeting, wedecidedto
travel from South AfricaviaPortugd to
seemy 85-year-old mother, someof our
relatives and at the same time visit the
few scattered Portuguese brethren.

WecontactedAlec Surrait & thehome
office and got the names of two people
in Portugal to whom | wrote. We ended
up meeting severd moreaswell.

Thefirst person wemet was Joaquim
deCamposeFereiraLevy. Mr. Levy is

of Jewish descent, born in Portugal
about 67 yearsago, and dueto anumber
of difficultiesthat hefell prey to, helives
in a farm cottage in the middle of
nowhere. Hedoesn't haverunning water
or ectricity, but does have aphone.
We had the privilege of meeting him
on the sixth day of Unleavened Breed,
April 22. He was most encouraged to
meet us, as he mentioned he had been
praying for the opportunity to talk to
someonefrom United and receivingmy
|etter was an answer to prayer.
Although he has a strong Jewish
background (hewastrainingtobearab-
bi), he cameto redlize that Chrigt isthe
Messiah and started attending a group

called the Assembly of God. He was
ordained by that group and hetaught the
Sabbath and the Holy Days. In fact he
calculated the calendar independently,
and came to understand the identical
datesaswedo.

Dueto his belief in the Sabbath and
God's law, he was later asked not to
teach any further tothosein theAssem-
bly of God. Later he came in contact
withtheWorl dwide Church of God, and
he gave me a copy of the letter that he
wrotein 1989 in which he enphasized
the need of Christian fellowship, and
strongly condemned thepoint that some
“reject the spiritua law of God, consd-
eringit annulled by Christ!”

Thebrethrenin Portugd werenot told
of the doctrina changes during thefirst
months of 1995 until they went to the
Feastin Spain. Thesermonsat that Feest
gavethemthefirgtindicationthat things
had changed. Sometime during 1996
Mr. Levy wasapproached tobeordained
by Worldwide, towhich herefused ashe
wasnot prepared toteachtheir new doc-
trines. Hehassincelost contect with &l
brethren and hasbeenfaithfully obeying
God by himsdif.

Mr. Levy hasbeenintouchwithmin-
istersand pastorsfromlocal churchesin
hisregion, and hastaught themabout the

See “Portugal,” page 8

Joaquim Levy with Jorge, Kathy and
Jennifer de Campos (photos by
Stephen de Campos)

Feast Site in Bolivia Announced

Once again we plan to have a Feast
siteinBoalivia Thisyear thechosensite
isthe Hotel Monarcain the very pic-
turesque town of Chulumani, in the
province of Sud-Yungas.

Hotel Monarca, the site of the Feast
in Bolivia, has a swimming pool and
incredible views of the mountains

Chulumani is a town of around
10,000 inhabitants and is located 75
milestothenorth of LaPaz, inthemid-
dle of thejungle called Sud-Yungas. It
issurrounded by mountainscovered by
vegetation of al kinds. Wherever you
areintown you can hear the singing of
birdswhich inspiresyou to meditateon
God'sbeatiful creation.

TheFeast Steisaspecia placetorest
thebody and to have the peace of mind
we very rarely have now in our world.
| amsurethosewho attend thissitewill
worship thetrue God inthemost natur-
a, beautiful environment we could ever
haveinthis hectic time of history.

The scenery on the road to Chu-
lumani isjust breathtaking. Yougo from
mountainscovered by snow tothemid-
dleof thejungle; from no vegetation at
al total treesof all kinds.

Hotel Monarca has dl of the facili-
ties required to have an unforgettable
Feast, including niceroomsand cabins,
all with an incredible view of moun-
tainsand hills. Thehotel islikean casis
in the middle of thejungle. This Feast
could beareal adventurefor thosewho
attend.

Meals will be served in the same

hotel for everybody attending the Feast.
Wealso recommend that everyone stay
in the same hotel in order to have the
family environment God wants us to
have.

Thetropical climate will necessitate
a swimming pool for sure. Well, the
hotel has an Olympic-sized one! The
Feast will be herein the spring for this
part of the world. That means even
more flowers and greenery will be
everywhere. Temperatureswill beinthe
low 80s.

The cost for nine nights with three
mesalsper day and transportationtoand
from the Feast Siteisan incredibly low
$100! The hotel will provide its own
bustotransport us. Children between 7
and 12 years of agewill pay $70. Chil-
dren under 7 will just pay for thefood,
atotal of $40for theninedays!

Please consider attending this Feast
Ste. Weareexpecting about 40 brethren

by natural beauty

from Boliviaand those of you Spanish-
speaking members who decide to
attend. Serviceswill only bein Spanish
with no English trandations.

We will have the first service the
evening of Friday, Oct. 10.

If you decideto come, please contact
Saul Langaricaat thefollowing E-mail
address: slangarica@unidachile.org
or contact Raul Machicao at
rmachicao@unidachile.org.

Saul Langarica

Canadian National Conference Meets in Ottawa

by Rainer Salomaa

The Canadian National Council held
meetingsin Ottawa, Ontario, March5to
7, and on Sunday, March 9, we had our
annual Canadian National Conference
meeting.

The National Conference has to
approvetheyearly budget, strategicplan,
operation planand any proposed amend-
ments to our bylaws as well as select
three National Council members for
thosewhosetermsexpire. At the present
moment, we have 22 National Confer-
ence members who did just that. They
approved the budget aswas put forward
by the National Council. Our nationa
office does all of the grunt work in
preparing the budget. Thefinance com-
mitteeof theNational Council goesover
itindetail, making recommendationsto
the Nationa Council. The Nationa
Council discussesit and finally passesit
on to the National Conference for their
approval. It is a very collaborative
process. So, aso, are the strategic and
operaionsplans.

All were approved by the National
Conference. There were also some
amendmentstothebylawsthat werebal-
loted on. Thesewere made availablefor
anyone in our local congregations to
make statements abouit.

Thewholeprocessinvolvesinput and
approval from many sources. That is

Canadian National Conference meets with the Ottawa congregation March 8

hedthy. The Scripturesmentionthatina
multitude of counsdl thereis safety.
ThethreeNationa Council members
who were chosen for new three-year
termsareRobert Berendt, David Pmer
and Glen White
Sincewewerein Canada scapitd, we
took afew hourstotour parliament. The
parliament buildings are divided basi-
cally into two sections, the House of
Commonsand the Senate. Both sidesdo
their partinpassinglegidation. Theleg-
idative process follows a series of
defined steps, whichincludesthreereed-
ings, committee and report stages and
findly roya assent. Thereisdueprocess.
Without due process in governance,
we can end up in anarchy with every
manfor himsaf, doingwhat hethinksis
right. A strength that we havein United
isthat we do follow due process, evenif
at times it seems time-consuming and

tedious. We do operate within the para-
meters of our governing documents.
These documents are fairly difficult to
changequickly. That can beasafety net
that helps ensure stability

Sabbath services in Ottawa were a
delight. We had 38 in attendance and
took agroup picture (see above).

Our next round of meetingswill bein
Toronto from May 28 to June 1. We
have invited the president of the Unit-
ed Church of God, an International
Association, Roy Holladay, and his
wife, Norma, to attend. They havegra-
cioudy accepted and we look forward
tothe event.

On apersond note, my wife and |
became grandparents when | was
attending the National Council meet-
ings. Our daughter, Tammy, and her
husband, Jason, had a cute baby boy
they named Isaec. un

U.K. Offers GN to 100,000 in Reader’s Digest

After consultation with members of
the National Council, UCG—British
Idesagreedtoinsert acard offering The
Good Newsto subscribers of the Read-
er'sDigest magazineintheir May 2003
edition. Originally we planned to have
atest of 20,000 cards, but several fac-
tors changed that.

Firstly, Reader’sDigest staff recom-
mended a bigger sample out of their
900,000 subscribers in the United
Kingdom. Once we have an average
response rate, we can offer The Good

News knowing approximately how
many may respond. The size of the
mailing list obvioudly impacts on our
postage costs for therest of the year.

Secondly, the cost of printing these
cardsdropssignificantly peritemat this
figure.

Thirdly, we have just started renew-
ing 1,400 of our 2,600 GN mailing list
with their first renewal letters. We will
need to replace perhaps as many as
1,000 to maintain the list a its present
level (May/Jdune being their last copy).

We will be spending around 6,000
British pounds to print and distribute
the 100,000 GN offer cards. The
response level could be anywhere
between 1 and 3 percent, bringing
1,000 to 3,000 new readers to the
Church'’s literature. We'd appreciate
your prayersfor thesuccessof thispro-
ject. un

This first appeared in the United
Church of GodBritish Ides National
Announcements March 29. Updates
will follow.
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Pastor Travels Through French-Speaking Africa

by Joel Meeker

Frommid-January through mid-Feb-
ruary | made a pastora trip through
Ghana, Togo, Benin, Cameroon, Chad
and Rwanda.

My flights from the States to Ghana
had me change planesin London. Since
| had along layover, | was ableto have
coffeeat Heathrow airport with Gerhard
Marx and John Ross Schroeder, mem-
bersof theBritish 1des Nationa Coun-
cil. We talked about the recent changes
intheBritishldes Nationd Council and
discussed the National Council’s plans
for the future. | was very impressed by
the steady commitment and courage of
Gerhard and John and Nationa Council
members through the difficulties they
hed recently traversed.

| arrived in Accra, Ghana, 25 hours
after leaving home. The next morning |
met with three of our pastorsin Ghana:
Azarigh Coffie, Clement Amoako-Atta
and Richard Duah. | hadn't seenthemin
ayear, 0itwasagreat pleasureto meet
with them once again. They told me of
the growth they’ve had in Ghana since
last year, and dso of thechallengesthey
arefacing. Gasolinepriceshavedoubled
inthepast months, which hasdriventhe
cost of virtualy all items sharply up.
This has made atight economic Situa
tioneven moredifficult for our brethren
and minitersin Ghana

After our meeting on Friday morning
| traveled by road from English-spesk-
ing Accra to French-speaking Lome,
Togo. The border crossing went very
smoothly aside from an immigration
officer whoheld up my passport andtold
me authoritatively that my visa had
expired and there might be an extra
chargetobringit upto date. Hewasjust
testing me. When | told him with a
friendly smilethat hewaspointingtothe
visafor Benin not Togo, and that noth-
ing had expired, he smiled back at me
andsad| couldgo. ..

On TV in Togo

Onceat thehotel inLome, | caled Mr.
Fiaboe, our deacon, and he and Mr.
Kloutsé cameby to seeme. Prior to my
ariva, Mr. Fiaboe had

negotiated aprice of about $50 for each
half-hour program. This cost was cov-
ered by thetithes the Togolese brethren
faithfully put aside to advance God's
work intheir country.

Sabbath morning wehad Sabbeth ser-
vicesat Mr. Fiaboe'shome Asl arrived,
| was introduced to severa longtime
church members who hed just come to
United from Worldwide. It seems that
group hed officidly switched their day
of servicesfrom Sabbathto Sun-
day, whichwasthe last straw for
the Djromadzi family and afew
others. All together six adultsand
four children were added to the
congregation. | added my warm
welcome to the ones they had
aready received, and we had a
profitable Sabbath service.

Thefirst telecast was sched-
uled for 4 p.m., but the manager |
didn’t arrive until after 4:30. He,
and our telecast, were obvioudy
on“Africantime’! Assoonaswe
were ready, he interrupted the
programin progressand thecam-

eraman pointed at me, and | was Mr. and Mrs. Allagbe and Mrs. Ogoudélé in Cotonou,

Benin and
Cameroon ¥

The next day | f
took a taxi to the
Ogouddés housein |

could spend the
evening with the
brethrenin Cotonou.

ontheair. | spokefor half anhour Benin. Above, group in Yagoua, Cameroon

on the topic of “What IsYour
Destiny?’ based on our booklet of the
samename, offering the French booklet
on the gospe of the Kingdom and giv-
ing our addressin Paris.

After | had finished, the manager and
technician asked how they could get a
copy of thebooklet. Wehad anextraone
and gaveit to them beforeleaving.

Sunday morning we had a Q&A
Bible study with the Lome brethren. |
answered questions and also gave an
introduction to UCG to the new mem-
bers who had just joined us. | set my
laptop on a table and showed digital
photos of the new office building in
Cincinnati and also of my travels
through various parts of Africa. Our
brethren were encouraged to see that
they werenot alonein theAfrican part
of God'sflock.

| briefly visited the Djromadzis in
their homebeforegoing back tothe stu-
dio for the second telecast, which was
specifically about the gospel of the

informed methat therewas
aChrigtianstationinLome
and that he had negotiated
two half-hour dotson Sab-
bath and Sunday afternoon
for broadcasts. | had
assumed he meant radio
broadcasts, and agreed to
do them. However, on

arriva | learned it was actudly ateevi-
sion gtation, and that we were booked
for two live telecasts. The station, TV
Zion, covers dl of Lome, a city of
700,000 people, most of whom have a
greatinterestinrdigion. Mr. Fiaboehad

Above, the Lome, Togo, congregation; left, Joel
Meeker appears on television in Togo

Kingdom of God. | again offered the
booklet onthat topic. As| writethisarti-
cle, we have aready begun receiving
booklet requestsin Paris.

Monday | madetheroadtriptoBenin,
arriving in Cotonou right at dusk.

Study, and | again showed photosof var-
ious asgpects of the work in the United
StatesandinAfrica By thetimewefin-
ished, it waspast 11 p.m.

In the meantime the taxi driver had
decided hedidn't want to comeback, so
Mr. Ogoudé éfelt the safest thing for us
to do wasto go to the hotel on hislittle
Suzuki 90 motorcycle. We had no hel-
metsand | wasn't keen on theidea, but
it seemed the least of several possible
evils, so | agreed. Since the clutch had
gone out, shifting gears was quite an
exhilarating experience! Thankfully we
madeittothehote right at midnight, and
Mr. Ogoudélé aso arrived safely back
home.

Wednesday | flew on to Douala,
Cameroon. | wasalittleconcerned about
arriving in Cameroon. | had had to
reschedulethistripfromanearlier time,
and as aresult my visafor Cameroon
hed expired two daysbefore. Anexpired
visaoften means“payday” for officids
inAfrica Thetis, they ask foralarge
bribeto help “fix” your problem. |
had prayed about this prior to
arriva, and | was very relieved the
immigration official didn’t notice
the expiration date. | believe our
Father intervenes a such times, in
largepart asaresult of theprayersof
God's people, and | again would
liketo thank those of you who pray
for uswhotravel onbehdf of God's
| Church.

That afternoon we visited Emile
Banlog at his brother's house. Mr.
Banlog, one of the pillars in the
Church in Cameroon, had beenill
for many months and doctors had
been unableto determinethe cause
of theillness. | had sent an anointed
cloth earlier and had asked for
prayers on his behaf. Aswe arrived a
thehouse, | could seethat Mr. Banlog's
upper body wasvery emeciated, but his
legswere swollento twicetheir normal
sze.| anointed himagainand asked God
tointerveneand hed Emileaccordingto

Hiswill, tolessenhissufferingand
to comfort him. Emile explained
that his wife had taken their two
young sonsback totheir homevil-
lage so the family could support
them, sincehewasunabletowork.
| left some assistance with Mr.
Banlog to help with medical
expenses and with family needs.

Sadly, aweek |ater, shortly after
“| leaving Cameroon, | received the

| news that Mr. Banlog had died.
Mrs. Banlog and the children are
in need of our prayers for our
Father's comfort and protection.
Mr. Banlog'sdegthisagreatlossto
the brethren in Cameroon, and al our
brethren therewould appreciate prayers
for encouragement and comfort.

Friday ofternoon we had a
Spokesman Club meeting, and then in
theevening we had aninteractive Bible
study. After that we enjoyed amed dl
together, purchased with funds donated
by amemberinthe St. Louisarea.

Chad, was forming around some of his
in-laws, and had expressed a strong
interest in the teaching of the Church of
God. They had asked for avisit, andwe
decided to try to get to them. To my
knowledgethiswasthefirgt vist request
we've ever had from this overwhelm-
ingly Mudlim country.

We didn't have visas, but hoped we
couldwork something out at theborder.
Theferry had broken down, so the only
way acrosstheriver washy pirogue. We
weretoldthat theriver waslow and dug-
gish, and that no hippos or crocodiles
had been seen a thecrossing for awhole
day, sotheshort tripwould bequitesafe.
Mr. Vouroumsia, Mr. Mabout and | paid
about 50 U.S. cents each for the cross-
ing, which passed without incident.

On the Chadian Side we engaged the
sarvicesof ataxi, anancient Peugeot 504
stationwagonwithabrokenwindshield,
and an old driver everyone caled
“Papa” | found this reassuring. He had
lived along time asataxi driver, which
implied hedidn't teke too many risks!

We had to pass four checkpoints on
the15-miletripinto Bongor. Therewere
“adminigtrative fees’ to be paid a sev-
erd of them. Mr. Mabout suggestedjust
driving past some of the checkpoints,
which one can sometimes do in
Cameroon. But Richard and Papa told
ussomewhat nervoudy that in Ched, if
you don't stop, they start shooting right
avay. We stopped. At the immigration
checkpoint, after some negotiation, |
paid about $8 for a visa stamp in my
passport.

Joel Meeker meets with interested people in Bongor, Chad

Sabbath we had services a the UCG
hal inDoudlaat 8am. Westarted early
because Moise Mabout and | needed to
beginatrip northto visit other brethren.
We had time for some fellowship after
sarvicesand then heeded for thearport.

Weflew north to visit brethreninthe
village of Yagoua. Sunday we were on
the road just before dawn for the four-
hour drive out to Yagoua. It was the hot
dry seasoninnorthern Cameroon, soby
8 am. we were dready bathed in per-
spiration.

First Visit to Chad

We arrived in Yagoua about 10 and
decided togoright tothe LogoneRiver,
the border with neighboring Chad, and
attempt a crossing. Richard Vouroum-
Sia, our contact maninYagoua, had told
us that a group of people in Bongor,

We findly arrived in Bongor and
drove to the “meeting spot,” a space
between mud brick houses, intheshade
of atree. About 15 adultsarrived andwe
sat in the shade and talked for about an
hour. They asked questions about the
Sabbath, and about what UCG believed
and on our work asaChurch.

They asked if | could help some of
them get Biblesand | agreed to leave
some money with Richard to purchase
some. We aso |eft some booklets in
French. They asked me to visit them
again the next time | cametoYagoua |
sad | would certainly try.

Thetrip back totheriver waslikedri-
ving past ablast furnace, snceaburning,
dry wind was coming from the Sahara.
Wemadeit back acrosstheriver andinto
Cameroon without incident, and had a
visit with members and prospective
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members in Yagoua. They are doing
well overdl, though they fed very iso-
lated, which physically, of course, they
are. They receive sermon tapes and all
our literature in French. Severd young
men are progressing toward baptism. |
learned that Richard’ smother hastuber-
culosis, which is common in Yagoua,
and they asked for our prayersfor her.
The next day we wereto fly back to
Douala at 8 p.m. but the plane didn’t
show up. Sincethe next flight would be
severd dayslater, wedl hadtowait. Mr.
Mabout and | found some space on a
luggage conveyer belt and got as com-
fortable aswe could. | looped the strap
of my computer backpack around my
arm severa timeshoping | would wake
up if anyone tried to takeit. At 5am.
someonewoke usal up by yelling that
the plane was coming. We were findly
able to teke off a 7:30 am., nearly 12
hours|ater than the scheduled time. We
arrived in Doudaaround noon.
Wednesday, we drove out to the
church-ownedfieldto seehow thecrops
were doing. The members in Douda
have planted orange and lemon trees, in
additionto bananatrees, corn, beansand
s0 on. They have dready had one good
harvest and are looking forward to
receiving more fruits of their labor on

theplot. ThefundsUCG hasprovidedto
purchasethisfield havebeenagreat hep
and comfort to the brethren in
Cameroon. They are very thankful for
this assistance which is helping them
help themselves.

Leadership Training in
Rwanda

Wednesday night | took off onasix-
hour overnight flight to Nairobi. After a
six-hour layover inthe airport, | caught
thenext flight to Kigdi, Rwanda, arriv-
ing Thursday afternoon. Onthe Sabbath
the brethren from the Remera congre-
gation picked meup a 8am. inabush
taxi for the drive up to Giti for services.
Therocky, potholed road to Giti had not
improved Sncemy last vistt, but at least
wewerein the dry season so we didn’t
have to worry about diding down the
mountainside. Wearrived a thehomeof
Mr. and Mrs. Sibobugingo, where the
Giti congregation meets. Mr. Sibobug-
ingo showed me a cow he had recently
been given by his new son-in-law. In
Rwanda custom demands that a suitor
must give a cow to the parents of the
womean heisto marry.

Over 60 were present for services. |
spokeonworshiping Godinspiritandin
truth. This is an important topic for

Chrigtiansinaregionwherethe pervad-
ing culture includes much supertition
and many occult practices. After ser-

my last trip to Giti. They laughed excit-
edly as they recognized themselvesin
the photos.

.

vices we took a short break then had a
Q&A Biblestudy for another hour. Then
we had lunch: bread, butter, jam,
bananas, one egg and onebottleof soda
each. To our brethren in Rwanda this
represented atreat. Then| sstupmy lap-
top and showed photosof thenew home
office building, as well as photos from

Members present for services in Giti, Rwanda (photo by Joel Meeker)

Sunday | had five hours of |eader-
ship training classes for Mr. Mundeli,
Mr. Sibobugingo and Etienne Ruta-
munjyanye. These men are the pillars
in the Church in Rwanda; | was
pleased to be able to spend time with
them and to help equip them to better
serve God's peoplein their nation.

Monday morning, | started the long
triphome. Uponarrivd inNairobi, | was
met by John Elliott. John had just spent
two weeksin Kenyaand Tanzaniawith
David Baker who was passing him the
batonin thispart of East Africa. Johnis
avery experienced traveler and pastor,
S0 we're happy to have him join the
“Africanteam.”

David Baker had beenquitesick with
an unknown vird infection for about a
week. They had feared it might have
been maaria or meningitis, both com-
mon there, but thankfully it turned out
tobeneither. Whenwestopped by tosee
him, David said he felt up to going out
to lunch. We al had lunch with Kurt
Hoyer, an old Ambassador classmate of
David's and mine, who isa U.S. State
Department employee stationed in
Nairobi. Weare usualy adonewhenwe
travel inthis part of theworld, so it was
wonderful for thefour of ustobetogeth-
er and to be able to discuss how the
Church canbest beservedintheregion.

That evening David and John flew
out for Amsterdam and | left for Lon-
donto gtart thetrip homeafter an event-
ful and profitabletrip. Thank you again
for your prayers for God's guidance
and protectionfor thoseof uswho serve
intheseareas. un

“Portugal,” continued from page 6

Sabbath and God's Holy Days. They
have requested literature from the
Church, and it appearsthat they arepre-
pared to teach God's law to their con-
gregations. Thisis smilar to what has
been happening in other aress and par-
ticularly in South Africa. God isreally
working in amazing ways. We need to
pray that thismay develop into agrow-
ing work in Portugal. Mr. Levy added
that thereis an urgent need to teach the
truth in Portuguese. Thefieldsareripe.
Mr. Levy has a strong knowledge of
the truth and his deep convictions have
clearly helpedhimtostay loyd toGod's
truth through al the difficulties. Mr.
Levy was beaming with joy during the
hoursthat we spent with him.

Holy Day in Lisbon

On the next day, the Last Day of
Unleavened Breed, wemet Jame Cam-
pos and he led us through the narrow
roads to Fernanda Duarte's home.
Interestingly, my wife and | had met
Mrs. Duartein SouthAfricamany years
ago when she came to be with her
daughter. My wife actualy did the

ish tapes from another group.
Wewereplanning to get togeth-
er tolisento sometapesand to
address any questions that they
| had. However, when we got
thereat 11am. and started chat-
tingand sat downfor amea, we
just continued with this mea
and an interactive Bible study.
The meal and study continued
| nonstop until wefdtitwaswise

Sitting: Kathy de Campos, Maria J. de
Campos (mother of Jorge), Ana Paula
Almeida, Fernanda Duarte, Maria José and
Jaime Campos with children Sara and David.
Standing: Jorge and Jennifer de Campos

flowersfor her daughter’swedding.
Mr. Campos' wife, Maria José, and
two children, Davidand Sara, werethere
aswell. Thefourthmember of thegroup
of four that meetsregularly in Lisbonis
AnaPaulaCardosoAlmeida AnaPaula
is the other person that we contacted,
besides Mr. Levy. She put usin contact
with the remaining brethrenin Lisbon.
Thesefour brethren and two children,
havebeen mestingregularly a Mr. Cam-
pos home, and lately a Mrs. Duarte's
home. They havebeenlistening to Span-

topack upa 8 p.m. What alive-
ly, lovely and uplifting time of
studying God'sWord!

They aso had many ques
tions about doctrine and “why
al these little groups,” some
questions about United, how United
cameto be and about our organization-
a structure. They were encouraged to
hear about the work, thetruth and Unit-
ed. Clearly these scattered brethren are
solidin God'struth and need to be o, to
stand aone and stay fully committed. It
is 50 rewarding and exciting to see and
talk to these scattered brethren who so
badly need fellowship and truth in their
own language.

They sendgrestingstoal thebrethren,
and ask usdl to pray for them. un

UCG and Sabbath Church of
God Meet Together in Nigeria

Members from the UCG Benin City,
Nigeria, congregation traveled to Ower-
ri to meet together with the Sabbath
Church of God April 5. The Sabbath
Church of God has been interested in
United for some time, requesting bulk
copies of UCG literature, hymnals and
copiesof the UCG Condtitution.

Peter Aluyi, adeacon in UCG Benin
City, gave the sermonette, and UCG
member Josef Forson gave the sermon.
Theattendancewas87, with 62 fromthe
Sabbath Church of God. This number
was down because of fudl scarcity.

“There was alot of joy during and
after thesarvice” said Romanus Okere,
aleader of the Sabbath Church of God.

Mr. Aluyi reported that the fuel crisis
hed delayed the UCG group'strip: “The
long-awaited combined worship ser-
viceswas a huge success in spite of dl
theadversary triedto doto botch or bun-
glethetripwiththiscurrent acute scarci-
ty of fudl. Instead of 6:30 am. departure
timefrom Benin City, it turned out to be

8:45am., becauseour driver dept at the
fuel station over night and later succeed-
edinfilling histank at about 8am.”

Inspiteof thedelay, thebrethrenwere
patiently waiting. “They were dl filled
with joy on seeing us” Mr. Aluyi sad.
“Weimmediately commenced theUCG
worship services format in which they
heartily participated as they now have
enoughof our hymnastogoroundal of
them. They listened very attentively to
our sermonette and the main message
withmany of them taking notesaswell.

“After this, they entertained us with
friedriceand soft drinks. After somefe-
lowshipping we started back.”

Earlier, on March 1, Mr. Aluyi and
Israel Ideliahad visited and observed the
Sabbath Church of God's services. At
that timetherewere 145 in attendance.

Arrangements were made for Fred
Kellers, UCG senior pastor for Nigeria,
and Todd Carey to vist on therr trip to
Nigeriainlate April. We hopeto havea
report onthat tripinthenext issue. un

Zambia Visit; Afrikaans Booklet

InApril, André van Belkum, chair-
man of United Church of God-South-
ernAfrica, visited two churchesinthe
Mumbwa province of Zambia. Over-
all the attendance of the two congre-
gations was around 94.

Because of the rain, the vehicle he
was traveling in got stuck on the way
to Mumbwa and had to be towed out
by oxen.

Mr. van Belkum also made a new
contact with a government officia in
Lusaka (the capital of Zambia) who

now is attending UCG there.

Booklet Available in
Afrikaans

UCG-Southern ~ Africa  also
announced that the Fundamental
Beliefs of the United Church of God
booklet has been translated into
Afrikaans. Afrikaans is spoken by
many people in South Africa. This
booklet is now available on the Inter-
net at: www.ucgrsa.org/afrikaans/
geloofstellings.htm. un

13 Members Baptized in Malawi

by Bill Jahns

We are thankful for the continued
growth of the United Church of God
in Malawi. My wife, Cheryl, and |
completed atrip to Malawi in Febru-
ary and | went againin April.

Many have started to attend the
congregationsin Lilongwe and Blan-
tyrein the last few months. Several
have never had contact with the
Church of God before and they are
anxious to start obeying God and

learning more about God's
way. This is amazing, since
just afew years ago only Mr.
and Mrs. Gladstone Chonde
were attending United.

On Feb. 8and 9, eight peo-
ple were baptized. Five more
members were baptized in
April.

well which will benefit those

to water there. un

Gordon Kolowilo, Andrew
Also, work is starting on a Luwanja, Brighton Chakhaza
and Dick Chonde were

who do not have close access baptized April 5; inset, Latitha
Mapinda was baptized April 6
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GN Radio: The Important News Behind the Headlines

by John LaBissoniere

“The important news behind the
headlines’ isthevital themeof an excit-
ing facet of thework of God today—The
Good Newsradio program. Having first
debuted on Aug. 12, 2000, over 50 pro-
grams have since been recorded at the
home officeradio sudiosin Cincinnati.
The broadcasts, which cover an exten-
Svearray of biblica, current-event and
prophetictopics, areexpresdy designed
to convey the sparkling truth of God's
Wordtowilling listenersthroughout the
United States, Canadaand Mexico.

Gary Petty, pastor of the SanAntonio,
Texas, congregation and a former pro-
fessonal televisonand radio broadcast-
er, travels to the home office every two
monthstotapesix toeight programs. Mr.
Petty not only hostseach 27-minutepro-
gram, but prepares the outlines and
cripts.

The programs, which often include
oneor two guests, cover informativeand
enlightening topicsin avigor-
ous, thought-provoking and
challenging style. Many guests
are long-time ministers who
have authored booklets or arti-
clesin The Good News or in
World News and Prophecy, or
who have speciaized biblica
or secular knowledge on sig-
nificant contemporary issues
and problems.

of broadcasting, 19 United

Church of God ministers have been
guests on the programs. They include
Gary Antion, Scott Ashley, Jerold Augt,
Bill Bradford, Howard Davis, Robert
Dick, Roger Foster, Jim Franks, Don
Henson, Noel Hornor, Tom Kirkpatrick,
Ralph Levy, Darris McNedy, Steve
Myers, Melvin Rhodes, Randy Stiver,
David Treyhig, Larry Walker and Don-
adWard.

Peter Eddington, operation manager
of Media and Communications Ser-
vices, hasdirected therecording of mas-
ter tapes of the programsusing state-of-
the-art digital recording equipment.
Clay Thornton, recently hired as video
editor and producer, will now betaking
onthisresponsihility.

Each programisthen carefully edited
intothreenine-minutesegments. Includ-
ed in the audio-editing process is the
addition of attention-grabbing commer-
cias, which offer liteners afree sub-
scription to The Good News or various
booklets. Thesearerecorded and insert-
ed between segments and a the begin-

GN Radio Top 10 Programs

Program Title

4,000 Years of Christmas
What Happens After Death?

WillI Go to Heaven?

A Journey to Hell

The Coming European Superpower
The Spirit World

Managing Finances

Is the Bible Relevant?

Why Evil?

- Gary Petty records a
During the past 33 months o radio program

Ghouls, Ghosts, Goblins and Halloween

ning and end of each program. Gary
Antion, Peter Eddington, David Evans,
TomKirkpatrick and othershave served
as“voices’ for these important 60-sec-
ond promotiona messages. The com-
pleted programsarethen duplicated onto
compact discsand later sent totheradio
Setions.

To add excitement and interest to a
variety of programs, specia bulletins
and world news updates are periodi-
cally recorded by David Palmer, pastor
of the Vancouver, British Columbia,
congregation and aformer commercia
radio announcer. Galen Morrison, a
former professional broadcaster who
currently manages his own media-
purchasing firm and servesasan el der
intheBeloit, Wisconsin, congregation,
aso records these stimulating two-
minute newsinsets.

Building a Radio Audience

For theUnited Church of God, week-
ly radio has proven to be an excellent
means of preaching the
gospel in various large
andsmal mediamarkets
Itisproviding UCG with
agrowing base of inter-
ested listeners who not
only receiveour publica-
tions, but arein somecas-
es progressing towards
baptism.  Although it
tekestimetobuildaradio
audience, close to 6,500
individual responseshave
0 far been recaived.

The cost to add a new Good News
subscriber is higher through radio than
through print mediaor the Internet. Itis
nonethelessava uableingredient in our
overall advertising strategy. Having a
presenceonthea rwavesprovideswide-
spread and positive exposure for the
nameof United, for ourWeb steand our
many publications.

In addition, those who respond from
radio arefrequently higher-quality sub-
scribersthanthosewhorespondtosome
of our print promotions. Thisisbecause
they may havelistened for wesksor even
monthsprior to caling to request litera-
tureor seek counsdling. Also, they may
havefrequently visited our Web site. By
thetimethey ask for The Good Newsor
other literature, they may aready havea
good understanding of the nature and
direction of our publications.

Listeners respond by either visiting
our Web site or calling our toll-free
media response phone lines which are
located a the home office. Our tele-

Times Total Average
Aired Response Response
293 98

548 91

1 84 84

4 334 84

6 438 73

4 270 68

4 240 60

1 57 57

6 336 56

2 109 65

phone response manager, Laura
Peabody, personally handlesamgjority
of the telephone calls. The greatest
response period is Sunday mornings.
During other times, including late
evenings, calsareforwardedtoanswer-
ing machines.

Although many programs have been
recorded onnumeroushiblical subjects,
some regularly draw greater response
than others. The top-rated program has
consistently been“4,000Yearsof Chrigt-
mas” We regularly observe aspikein
thenumber of phonecallsontopicshav-
ing to do with the afterlife, including
programs dealing with desth or heaven
and hell. Infact, three of thetop 10 pro-
grams, in terms of response, haveto do
with thesethemes (see chart).

Gary Petty's remarks a the end of
each broadcast are these: “Why were
you born? There is a vast difference
between grasping the future God wants
for you or smply going ontheway you
havebeen. Thechoiceisuptoyou.” This
question and statement clearly sum up
the message of not only our radio pro-
gram, but the purposeand roleof God's
Churchin theworld today. The truth of
God, made plain from the pages of the
Bible, is placed squarely in front of lis-
teners. A warning to take action is con-
veyed. Itisuptothosewho“havean ear
tohear,” tofollow through onthesignif-
icantwordsof lifethey havebeengiven.

Making Every Dollar Count

Some brethren may have wondered
why our broadcast occasionaly moves
inand out of variousmediamarketsand
from one station to another, rather than
smply sdlecting afew stationsand stay-
ing on them. The reason is the critical
need to experiment with, and then ana-
lyze, important market fundamentals.
These elementsinclude radio formats,
dayparts, artimes, power (wattage),
audienceratings and mediamarkets.

Businesses that advertise on televi-
sonandradiomust carefully determine
which stations apped to their potentia
clients and customers. We must essen-
tidly dothesamewith our program. We
accomplish thishy testing various mar-
ket dynamics. Our god isto determine
the best combination of factorsthat will
maximizelistener regponseand produce
thelowest cost per response. It general-
ly takes 13t0 26 weekstojudgeif these
characterigtics, workingin synergy ona
particular radio station, will produce
effectiveresuts.

More than 13,000 radio ations are
licensed to operatein the United States.
Each dation chooses a format that
appeds to specific groups of listeners.
Formats include adult contemporary
music, adult standards music, classicd,
country, gospe, jazz, news'talk, oldies,
religion, soft adult contemporary music,
sports, urban and many others. During
the past 132 weeks of broadcasting we
have tested nine different radio formats
inmany mediamarkets.

Our testing has found that talk and
news/talk formatted stations give usan
edge by targeting aknowledgesble and
reponsiveaudience. Listenerstuningto
news/talk stations are generaly conser-
vativeand areoften keenly interestedin

learning and keeping up to date on cur-
rent events, rather than simply being
entertained, as is often the case on
musi c-formatted Sations.

In a May 15, 2002, press release,
Scarborough Research reported that 22
percent of American adults 18+ listento
news/talk radio. Over 1,700 talk and
news/talk radio stations are currently
broadcagting in the United States. This
meanstherearenumerousopportunities

haveexperimented withtreditional Sun-
day morning airtimes as well as week-
end evenings and Saturday and Thurs-
day mornings and Wedneday
afternoons. Our testing has found that
Sunday mornings between 6:30 and
9:30 am. and Saturday evenings from
8:30t0 10:30 p.m. are optimal dayparts
for our program.

Another factor we test is the broad-
cast power (wattage) of variousations.

Darris McNeely makes a point while recording a Good News radio program
with Ralph Levy and host Gary Petty (photos by Peter Eddington)

availablefor usinmany mediamarkets.

The news/talk format also holds an
advantagefor usover dationswithareli-
giousmotif. Although religiousformat-
ted stations have a targetable audience,
according to an authoritative radio
report, many of themdo not havealarge
listener baseascompared to secular for-
mats. So far we havetested 10 religious
format stations, none of which have
pulled significant response. We do plan
to perform additiona testing in the
future however.

Also, in attempting to purchase air-
time on religious-oriented stations, we
are regularly forced to “jump through
severd hoops” including being interro-
gated on our doctrines, sending more
than one demonstration audiotape, sub-
mitting our statement of beliefs and
sending several samplesof our literature.
Most secular radio stations, whether
news'talk or music formatted, havefew
if any such requirements. Often they
don't even request a demondtration
broadcast toreview. Inmost cases, these
gationsaresmply interested inmaking
certainweareagood credit risk andwill
pay our hills.

Spesking of credit, as media buying
agent, | regularly point radio station
account executives to our Web site to
view our radio log. It helpsthem to see
that our program airs on a number of
well-known, powerful stations. After
submitting a credit application, we are
generally gpproved withinaday or two.
This alows us to take swift advantage
of sometimeshighly competitiveartime

S

Along with testing formats, we have
aso tested various segments of the
broadcast day (daypart) to determine
which ones would produce optimal
resultsintermsof listener response. We

We have tested severa 1,000-, 5,000,
10,000- and 25,000-watt stations and a
number of 50,000-watt clear-channel
AM dationsin the evenings after dusk.
Whilemany sationsarerequired by the
U.S. Federad Communications Com-
mission (FCC) toreducesignd strength
after sunset, some 50,000-watt stations
are authorized to continue operating a
full power. At night, their signal's can
often reach a dozen or more Sates and
into Canada and Mexico. Currently
thereare16 gationsonour radiolog, five
of which operate on 50,000 watts of
power. You may view the complete sta
tion lineup and the program schedule
on-lineat www.ucg.org/redio.

Through Good Newsradio, Unitedis
carrying out its vitd task to preach the
good news of the coming Kingdom of
God. Weareattemptingtoreachaslarge
anaudienceaspossblewith thelimited
funds currently available. As aways
your ongoing prayers for God's bless-
ingsfor thesuccessof theradio program
aregreatly appreciated.

Critical Point of Contact

The radio stations currently airing
Good News radio have been carefully
selected and tested. Many havegenerat-
ed outstanding response week after
week. For instance, WREC 600AM in
Memphis, Tennessee, and WIBC 1070
AM inIndianapolis, Indiana, have con-
sistently produced excellent response.
We continually seek other sations that
will generate Similar results.

With thisin mind, we recently added
severd new talk or news/talk stationsto
our radiolog. For example, theprogram
began to air on 43-year-old talk Sation
KFMB 760AM in San Diego, Cdifor-

See “GN Radio” page 16
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From the Word

What Christians Need to Know About Sexual Abuse

® What is sexual abuse?
Why is it so devastating?
What are its effects? How
long do the effects last? How
can victims recover or even
heal from the trauma?

by Helen Richards and John
Cafourek

Television, radio, newspapers and
newsmagazinesarefull of storiesabout
sexud abuse. Priests or ministers abus-
ing congregants, rapeby strangersor by
dates, even parents abusing their own
childrenaresomeof thehorrifyingnews
grabbing today’s headlines.

What is sexua abuse? Why isit so
devastating? What are the effects of it?
How long do the effects last? Can vic-
timsrecover or even hed fromthetrau-
ma? Inthisarticlewe will examinethis
deplorablescourge. Inaddition, wewill
look a what isinvolved in the arduous
process of recovery from sexud abuse.

Definition of Sexual Abuse

Theterm sexual abuse coversawide
variety of inappropriate sexua behav-
iorsand actions. Itincludesavast relm
or spectrum fromso-called “victimless’
crimesasvoyeurism (pesping) andinde-
cent exposure to child molestation,
incest and rape.

Voyeurism and indecent exposure
may not seem, &t face value, to be sex
abuse, but they are often the * gateway”
actsthat sart an offender on apath that
leads to the more serious ones. To
includethewholegamut of offenses, our
definition of sexud abusemust bebroad.
Sexua abuse occurs when one person
invades the physical or psychological
spaceof another without consent or per-
forms sexua acts on thevictim. Asa
result of thisinvasion, thevictims suffer
physica or psychologica harmor both.

Oneprevaent myththat surroundsthe
crimesof sexua abuseisthat theoffend-
er is acting out of sexual needs and
desires, andthat thegod of theseactions
issexual gratification. Researchindicates
that for most offenders, however, thepri-
mary motiveis power. The offender has
acompulsion to overpower and control
another person. For some offenders, the
motivation is intense anger toward
womenand adesiretowresk vengeance
for redl orimaginedwrongs. Theoffend-
erdoesnot view avictimasared person,
but as an object to satisfy the need for
power and control.

Scope of the Problem

How pervasiveisthe problem of sex-
ual abuse?How many peopleareaffect-
ed by it? According to statistics com-
piled by the Rape, Abuse and Incest
Nationa Network (RAINN), therewere
261,000 victims, aged 12 or older, of
rape, attempted rapeor sexua assaultin
2001. One out of every six American
women, or a total of 17.7 million

women, have been avictim of either a
completed or attemptedrapeinthelr life-
time. Ninety percent of American rape
victimsin 1999 were women, while 10
percent were men. Three percent of al
American men (about 2.78 million)
have been victims of sexua assaullt.

Almost half (44 percent) of rapevic-
timsare under age 18. Seven percent of
girls(aged 5to 8) and 3 percent of boys
(aged 50 8) reported that they had been
sexudly abused. Thisfigureincreasesin
the9-to 12-year-old agegroupto 12 per-
cent of girlsand 5 percent of boys.

Thesefigures, asshocking asthey are,
do not tell the whole story. Crimes of
sexud abusearehighly likely togounre-
ported. Many victims believe that they
are somehow & fault for the abuse and
arefull of shame and guilt. Also, many
fear reprisal if they report the offense.
Againaccording to RAINN, only about
28 percent (lessthan 1 in 3) of actua
rapes and sexud assaultswere reported
tothepolice. Among childrenthe statis-
ticsof silence are even greater. Of chil-
dreningrades5to 12 who had been sex-
ually abused, 48 percent of theboysand
29 percent of the girls told no one, not
evenafriend.

Sincethelikelihood of capture, pros-
ecution and conviction diminishes the
longer the time between the assault and
the report, keeping silent alows the
abuser to continueto abusewithout fear.
Some researchers estimated that only 5

The victim cannot stop thinking about
theassault, nomatter how hard heor she
tries. Thememoriesinvade degpinthe
formof terrifying dreams, which prompt
many victims to avoid deep. In many
cases, the victim relives the experience
through flashbacks—intensely vivid
mental images, which cause the victim
to believe that the assault is happening
right at that moment. Things, places, sit-
uationsand fedingsthat remindthevic-
tim of the assault often trigger these
symptoms.

For example, a woman who was
raped by amaninabluejacket may tart
tofed fearful whenever sheseesabus-
nessman in anavy blazer. Additionaly,
victims may experience bodily symp-
toms (racing heartbest, rapid breathing,
swedting and dizziness) when they
encounter mentd or physical reminders.

Three months after an atack, arape
survivor expressed these fedlings as
quoted in the Texas Department of
Hedlth Advocate Training Manual,
1994. “Sometimes | think the fedlings
aremoreintense now than they were a
firgt. I was on the trolley and two guys
came and sat down across from me.
They looked likethetwo that raped me.
| could almost feel like | was being
grabbed again. | just haveto keep think-
ing intellectualy it won't happen, but
my gut reectionissointense. . ”

In response to this fear, the victims
begin avoiding those thingsthat remind

Withtimeand therapeutic support, the
symptoms can fade and the victim can
reorganizehisor her lifedongmorenor-
mal lines. Sometimes these symptoms
do not arise for months or even years
after the event. Children, especialy,
repressthetroublingmemoriesand only
begin experiencing the effectsin adult-
hood.

Signs of Sexual Abuse

If achildisbeing sexualy abused, his
or her normal behavior may change. He
or she may become depressed; have
trouble deeping or eating; or become
angry, withdrawn, anxious and afraid.
Heor shemay be afraid to be separated
fromyou and cling to you.

Expertslook for two other factorsthat
often indicate, when they occur togeth-
er, that sexual abuse is occurring: (1)
Sexual preoccupation (or knowledge
that isinappropriate for the child's age)
and (2) physical complaints, such as
r or somachachesthat
have no medical explanation.

If your child tells you that he or she
has been abused, say you are glad he or
shetold you. Do not pressure the child,
but draw him or her out with careful
questions. Tell your child that you
believehim or her—fear of parentd dis-
belief often keeps children from report-
ing abuse. Case notes have shown that
few childrenlieabout sexua abuse. Tell
your child that the abuse was not his or

sion. However, the “coaching” Tommy
wasrecaving wasnot related to softball.
After two years of specia attention,
Tommy was devestated to see his
beloved coach turn away from him and
beginto spend timewith ayounger boy.

Tommy seemed to recover from his
disappointment, but two years later, he
began getting into troublein school. He
was expelled for fighting and then
charged with assault. He was sentenced
toacounsding program for boysintrou-
ble. During the individual sessions, he
confided to the therapist what his coach
had done. Chargeswerebrought against
the coach (a prominent person in the
community).

Tommy and hisfamily were outcasts
in their smal town. Tommy went
through several years of acting-out
behavior. At theageof 15, he attempted
suicide twice. His parents were grief-
stricken and guilt-ridden. They blamed
themselves. Tommy's mother became
clinicaly depressed. After many years
of thergoy and hardwork, Tommy grad-
uated from high school and started
working.

Sexud assault of adultsis aviolent,
viciousand traumatic attack. The perpe-
trator, whether known to the victim or
not, isacting out of aneed to overpow-
erand control. Thus, heor sheiswilling
to use whatever force is necessary to
achieve that purpose. The victim, hav-
ing the advantage of being an adult,

Sexual Abuse Trauma Recovery Process*

CRISIS

Shock Going crazy
Numbness
Denial
Emotional confusion

percent of dl rapistsever spendany time
injail for their crimes; 19 of 20 do not.

Effects on the Victims

The effects of sexual abuse differ
depending on the age of thevictim, the
typeof abuse (whether itisrgpeor child-
hood sexud assallt) and the severity and
duration of theabuse. Thepsychologica
symptoms resulting  from  violent
assaults fit the diagnostic criteria of
Acute Stress Disorder and Post Trau-
matic Stress Disorder.

These two syndromes are clinicaly
very similar. The former defines symp-
tomsthat arisewithintwo daysof atrau-
matic event and last no more than four
weeksafter theevent. Thelatter diagno-
sisis used either when the symptoms
arise some time after the precipitating
event, or when the symptoms of Acute
Stress Disorder last longer than four
weeks.

Theroot causeof thesymptomsisthe
intensefear generated by theassauilt. The
victim persistently reexperiences the
abuseintheform of recurrent andintru-
sve memories, dreams and flashbacks.

e

Understanding triggers

Realizing the perpetrator is sick
Understanding grooming process

CRUD ACCEPTANCE
Anger Depression Isolation Sharing with others
Mistrust Shame & guilt  Loneliness
Physical symptoms Identity problems
Betrayal  Relationship problems Letting go

them of the trauma—refusing to talk
about the event and attempting to avoid
thoughts or fedlings associated with it;
refusing to participate in activities or
going to placesthat remind them of the
assault; and withdrawing from normal
activities, peopleor fedings. Many vic-
tims believe they will never haveanor-
md lifewithacareer, marriageand chil-
dren. In addition, victims often exhibit
increased arousal, dtartlingly easily.
They are often more irritable, bursting
into rage more quickly. They may have
greet difficulty deeping. Concentration
auffers, andthesufferer isofteninastate
of heightened vigilance, congtantly on
thelookout for danger.

Itisimportant to notethat thesesymp-
toms are the body and mind's normal
fear responsesto extremely threatening
stuations. War veterans, firefighters,
police officers and kidnap victims are
only a few examples of people who
experience these symptoms as a result
of thelr exposuretolife-thresteninginci-
dents. The fear responses are natural
defensemechanismsdesignedto protect
usfrom extreme danger.

her fault. Make it clear that you do not
blame the child, as most children will
fed guilty about what happened.

You may want to have your child
examined by adoctor. Try tofind adoc-
tor who has had some experience dedl-
ing with abused children and who will
besensitivetoyour child'sfedings. You
may also need to contact the local
authoritiesto report the abuse. In many
areas, professionals (such as a doctor
who examines your child) are required
toreport sexud abuseto theauthorities.

Differences Between Adult
and Child Sexual Assault
The following is a case history of a
sexually abused child. Tommy was an
outgoing, cheerful, fun-loving 6-year-
old boy. He showed interest and ability
in sports, so his conscientious, dedicat-
ed parents enrolled him in a city-spon-
sored softhall team. Tommy’scoachwas
well-respected and a successful coach.
Hetook greet interest in Tommy, prais-
ing him and singling him out for much
attention. He scheduled private coach-
ing sessions with the parents permis-

Closure

knows that the rape is what it is—an
attack and anisolatedincident. Thetrau-
maisoverpowering and difficult tohedl
from, but the adult has the ability to
begintoded withit assoonasheor she
choosesto faceit. For children, howev-
er, hedling may not begin for years,
sometimeseven decadesafter theabuse.
Thisisbecause of the mental and emo-
tional immaturity of the child and the
method of attack that child abusersoften

use.
Abuseof childrenisdone most often
by someone they know, even someone
they trust. The assailant “grooms’ the
victim, gradualy building a friendship
with the child. Siowly, by degrees, he
(child abusers are mostly male) begins
exposing the child first to “innocent”
touching and then progressing to more
sexualized activities. At each step, he
reassures the victim that he won't hurt
the child. By so doing, he overpowers
thechild'snatural reluctance and fear.
Thisresultsinahost of confused and
conflictingfedingsinthevictim. Onthe
one hand, the child feels physicd pain,
fear and rage. But these fedlings are
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soothed away by the accomplished
molester and “explained away.” On the
other hand, the attention lavished on the
victim makes the child fed specid and
loved. All children have the need for
thesefedingsto be satisfied. The abuser
twists these natural emotions into a
meansfor him to get hisown needs met
at the expense of the child'swell-being.

To add to the victim's confusion, the
actsthemsdlvesmay bephysicaly plea-
surable. They may fed good, but the
child feels ashamed or “dirty” because
on adeeplevel heor sheknowsthat the
actsarewrong.

Additionaly, the child receives a
mixed message about trust. The abuser
isoften someonethechild shouldintrin-
scaly trus—a family member, a
teacher, acoach or aneighbor. Thechild
ought tobeabletofed safearound such
a person, but the acts bring pain. So,
what is the message the child receives?
“Thisperson says| can trust him not to
hurt me, but heishurtingme. Sothereis
something wrong with me. If this per-
sonwhoissupposed to protect mefrom
harmisactualy harming me, who canl
trust to protect me?’

Considering the complex and contra-
dictory emotiona fallout of childhood
sexud abuse, itisunderstandablewhy a
child’'smind seeksto protect itsdlf from
this pain. The fedings are overwhelm-
ing. Themind often repressesthemem-
oriesand fedingsuntil adulthood when
thepersonwill cognitively bemoreable
toded withit.

Even in adulthood, however, the
intense pain and fedlings can devastate
the individual. The adult has an enor-
moustask to hedl from theabuse. Heor
she must deal with the memories and
flashbacks, fedl the pain and anger and
acknowledge their effects on his or her
life, and facethefedingsof shame, guilt
and sdlf-blame that accompany them.
Survivors of childhood sexual assault
experience amourning phase in which
they grieve for their lost innocence and
happy childhood. Other challenges on
the way to recovery includelearning to
trust againand devel oping hedlthy inter-
persona boundaries.

Secondary Victims

Crimesof sexua abuseinvolvemore
than the perpetrator and victim. They
spread out their tentacleslikean octopus
to include the parents, shlings, friends,
mateand potential matesof theorigina
victim. Support, or lack of it, canhelpor
hinder the victim's recovery from the
trauma.

Family members have strong emo-
tional reactionsto the assaullt. They are
distressed that the survivor has been
injured and may be fearful that the
injuries are permanent or life-threaten-
ing. They aredso very angry at the per-
petrator for injuring their loved one, a
the survivor for not “fighting hard
enough” or being “ careful” enough and
at themselves for not preventing the
attack or not being “ protective’ enough.

Family members can dso fed a
desire for revenge against the attacker.
They may even act onthisdesire. Fam-
ily members often fedl guilty that they
were not able to protect the survivor.
Relatives and friends fed agreat sense
of loss for the survivor, themselves
and the family. A common fedling is

that “thingswill never bethe same.”

Spouses and potential spouses expe-
rience these emotions too. They aso
may believe some of the myths about
rapeand sexua abuse. They may not be
able to recognize that these crimes are
not about sexual relations but about
anger, power and control. Therefore,
spousesmay fed that adultery hasbeen
committed and the sanctity of the mari-
td relationshasbeenviolated. Many sur-
vivorsexperiencesexud difficultiesafter
their attack, which the spouse often
interprets asrejection. Because of these
factors, thedivorcerateamong survivors
of sexud assault isquite high.

Additionally, adult survivorsof child-
hood sexud abuse have greet difficulty
in developing and maintaining normal,
healthy intimate relations with spouses,
especidly after they have begun to
process their experiences. The stresses
ontherelationship whilethe survivor is
healing can often be overwhelming to
thereationship.

Many times family members may
fear to accept the truth of the sexua
abuse. This often happens in cases of
incest. The nonoffending parent may
fear thebregkup of thefamily, and out of
thet fear will refusetobelievethechild's
report. This is particularly true in
instanceswhereawifemay fear that she
will loseher husbandif sheactsonwhat
her childistelling her. She may accuse
her child of lying about theabuseor dis-
count the report in some other way.

Another Situationwhere parentsmay
refuse to act occurs when one sibling
abuses another. Whenever avictim is
dishelieved, or worse, accused of “ mak-
ingitup,” thetraumaismagnified. This
is called “secondary wounding” Asa
result of thiswounding, the victim sup-
pressesthe memories. When thevictim
findly beginsthe hedling process, heor
she must also be hedled from the sec-
ondary wounding.

The healing process takes time but
can with patience and love resolve into
stronger, happier relationships. For that
to happen, al family members must be
educated to the effects of sexud abuse
and assault and becommitted to provide
the support and encouragement each
needsfor thefamily to hedl.

Biblical Examples

Sexud abuse is not new. It has been
perpetrated since the beginning of
recorded history. The Old Testament of
the Bible contains three specific
instancesof sexud abuse. Thefirgtinci-
dent is described in Genesis 19:30-38.
This case involved Abraham’s nephew
Lot and two of his daughters. The
daughtersinitiated incestuous relations
with their father, perhgpsin the mistak-
en belief that the entire world had been
destroyed (this occurs shortly after the
destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah)
and they were the only humans Ieft on
theearth.

The second incident is described in
Genesis 34. It involved the rape of
Jacob's daughter, Dinah, by Shechem
theHivite. Inthiscase, the Biblemakes
it clear that she was raped. “Now
Dinah the daughter of Leah . . . went
out to see the daughters of the land.
Andwhen Shechem the son of Hamor
the Hivite, prince of the country, saw
her, hetook her and lay with her, and

violated her” (Genesis 34:1-2).

Clearly, the emotiona reactions of
family members toward arape victim
havenot changed down throughthemil-
lennia. When Jacob first heard that his
daughter had been defiled, he waited
until his sons came back from taking
care of the herds in the fields. When
Dinah's brothers heard about the rape,
they “were grieved and very angry,
because he had doneadisgraceful thing
inlsrael by lying with Jacob'sdaughter,
athing which ought not to be done”
(Genesis34:7).

Inthemeantime, Shechem had asked
hisfather toarrangeamarriagebetween
him and Dinah. He offered to pay as
dowry anything Jacob and his sons
required. Jacob’'ssons, however, wanted
vengeance. Sothey liedto Shechemand
his father and demanded that the entire
city be circumcised. Shechem and his
father agreed to thiscondition. After the
city had complied with it, Smeon and
Levi, Jacob's sons, attacked the city,
killed al the men and took Dinah back
withthem. Therest of Jacob'ssonsplun-
dered the city and took al its wedlth.
Jacob remongtrated with his sons
becauseof their actions, but they defend-
ed themselves by saying, “Should he
treet our Sister like aharlot?’ (Genesis
34:31).

Jacob, apparently, was willing to
overlook thergpeof hisdaughter tokeep
peace with the Hivites. He responded
like many family members of sexual
abusevictimswhoturnablindeyetothe
redlity of theabuseto avoid confronting
the abuser. His concern seemed to be
more for how his sons' actions would
impact his relations with his neighbors
than for hisdaughter.

No doubt the punishment exacted by
Jacob's sons was excessive. And, to be
sure, there were other issues involved.
However, the emotiona reactions of
Jacob's sons were the same as many
family membersof abusevictimstoday.
They wereangry, distressed and wanted
to avengetheir Sster’shonor.

Thenext account concernstherapeof
Tamar, King David's daughter, by her
half-brother, Amnon (2 Samuel 13).
Amnon desired Tamar, and hedevised a
schemeto get her donewith himin his
house (2 Samuel 13:1-10). Once there,
he asked her to liewith him. Sheresgt-
ed and even told him that if he wanted
her, dl hehad to do wasask their father.
She told him that King David would
adlow them to be married if Amnon
requested. She begged him not to rape
her (2 Samud 13:11-13). This passage
showsthat shedid not consent.

The next verse shows that Amnon's
goa was not honorable. “However, he
would not heed her voice; and being
stronger than she, heforced her and lay
withher” (2 Samuel 13:14). Clearly, he
wasonly interestedinforcing hiswill on
her. Thelaw of God statesthat if aman
seduces avirgin, then heisto pay the
bride-price and marry her (Exodus
22:16). However, once Amnon had
forced Tamar, he rejected her and
ordered her out of his house. Tamar
begged him not to reject her saying,
“Thisevil of sending meaway isworse
than the other that you did to me” (2
Samuel 13:16).

Clearly, Tamar attempted to follow
God'slaw, but Amnonwasnot willingto

do so. Hisaimwasto force Tamar to do
ashewilled. Hismotivation wasto have
power and control over Tamar—the
samemotivation driving sexua abusers.

Tamar'sreaction to thisattack isalso
typical of sexual abuse victims, with
alowancesfor culturd differences. She
tore her clothes and put ashes on her
head (sgns of mourning) and cried (2
Samuel 13:19). After telling her full
brother, Absalom, what had happened,
shestayed secluded and depressedinhis
house. Many victims of asexud attack
withdraw from their previous activities
and from associating with other people.
The Bible does not record what hap-
penedto Tamer &fter that. Shemay have
stayedinisolationfor therest of her life,

members blursthe boundaries between
theroles of parent/child and spouse.
Parents are supposed to protect their
children from harm, not exploit themto
fulfill their own desires. Parentsarecom-
manded to raise children who love and
obey God (Deuteronomy 6:1-2, 7; Eph-
esans 6:4). A parent who violates the
lawsof Leviticus18isclearly not obey-
ing these commands. A family member
whoviolatestheselawsisasofailingto
uphold the God-ordained roles of the
family. The parent's role is to teach,
guide, nurtureand protect children until
they are able to be fully functioning
adults. If a parent steps out of that role
into that of asexua partner, the child's
ability to enter into ahedlthy adult rela-

Victims need to hear that they can recover. They need to know that they
are not alone and that others have not stopped caring for them.

or shemay have recovered.

King David was “very angry” (2
Samuel 13:21), but he took no direct
action. Absalom was aso extremely
angry. He hated Amnon (2 Samuel
13:22). Amnon’s rape of Tamar set in
motion eventsthat led to hisown degth
a the hand of Absalom (2 Samuel
13:23-39) and ultimately to Absdlom'’s
attempt to usurp his father's throne.
David's inaction alowed Absalom to
have the opportunity to fedl angry and
embittered toward hisbrother. Absalom
choseto usehisdesirefor revengeasan
excuse for committing murder. Hedso
feltanger towardshisfather for failingto
protect and avenge Tamar. He alowed
himsdlf to brood on these wrongs and
become so embittered thet he felt justi-
fied in overthrowing hisfather.

God’s Instructions to
Prevent Sexual Abuse

God created sex for two main pur-
poses. reproduction and love between a
hushand andwife. Sexisreservedfor the
marriagerdationshiponly, andtheBible
upholdsvirginity and abstinenceoutside
of marriage. Exodus 20:14 and
Deuteronomy 5:18 forbid adultery. The
pendties were very dtrict. Both parties
weretobeput todeeth (Leviticus20:10).
Betrothal was considered ashbinding as
marriage, so if aman had sexud rela-
tionswith abetrothed woman, thepend-
ty wasthe same asfor adultery.

God aso put hedges around relation-
shipswithinfamilies. InLeviticus, chap-
ters 18 and 20 list in detail those rela
tionships with which sexud intimacies
areforbidden. They include fathers and
daughters, sonsand mothers, sstersand
brothers, grandparents and grandchil-
dren, aunts and nephews, uncles and
nieces, as well as the spouses of these
relationships. God satesin Leviticus 18
that theselawsareinresponsetotheprac-
ticesof the Egyptianswho believed that
thePharaoh’slinedescended throughthe
femaeline Therefore, for father to pass
ontheofficeto hisson, it was necessary
for brothersto marry sgers.

Closeintermarriagealowsfor reces-
sive genetic traits to be more often
expressed and passed down. Some of
these traits cause disabilities and infir-
mities with tremendous suffering. By
not alowing close family membersto
marry and have children, thesetraitsdo
not gppear as frequently. Also, having
sexud relations between close family

tionship with amate and into a hedlthy
relationship with God is severdly ham-
ed

Muchadditiona informationisavail-
able on the subject of sexual abuse.
Many Web sites offer both information
and help. However, it may be wise to
search out Web sites that are sponsored
by reputablenationd organizations. Pro-
tection of privacy and assuranceof safe-
ty and emotiona well-being areimpor-
tant considerations. A list of helpful Web
sites might include www.rainn.org and
www.human-nature.org/ as well as
many other sites. Thefirg-mentioned of
these, the Rape, Abuse and Incest
Nationa Network, isthenation’slargest
anti-sexual  assault  organization.
RAINN operates the National Sexud
Assault Hotline at 1-800-656-HOPE
and carriesout programsto prevent sex-
ual assault, help victimsand ensurethat
rapistsare brought to justice.

Sexud abuseisnot thevictim'sfaullt.
It is the responsibility of the abuser. If
you know someonewho hasbeen sexu-
aly abused, you can help by offering
support to the victim. Victims need to
hear repeatedly, “It wasn't your fault”
Victimsneed to hear thet they can recov-
er. They need to know that they are not
aone and that others have not stopped
caringfor them. They especidly needto
understand that God till loves them.
And, finally, they need to understand
how to bresk the sexual abuse trauma
cycleto further the process of emotion-
d and spiritual hedling. Our find article
intheserieson abusewill addressbresk-
ing the cycle of abuse.
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Modesty in Dress: A Vanishing Virtue (Part 2)

m Last issue we looked at the
pervasiveness of immodest
dress and the challenges this
poses for those of us striving
to live godly lives. This article
identifies godly principles to
consider in our dlothing and
appearance as Christians. A
sermon further addressing
this is also being planned.—
Youth Education Team

by Jim Servidio with contribu-
tions from Colleen Winner

How do we know what's hot and
what's not? It's al around us. “Sexy
clothes for sexy men,” says one ad.
Movies, posters, TV, billboards, maga-
zinesand catd ogsshow menandwomen
with the look—the style the fashion
industry ispushing. Inorder togppedl and
I, the industry is ways looking for
something more daring, more sexy, for
both guysand girls.

“My family and | recently spent aday
a Busch Gardens, in Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia Theyoungladiesvistingtheattrac-
tions were often dressed in ways that,
frankly, would lead people from other
countriesto condudethat roughly 20 per-
cent of our female populationisengaged
inprogtitution.

“A bikini topwith shortswascommon
attire (even on very overweight girls),
whichisbad enoughbut doesnot fdl into
the 20 percent. No, another little fashion
touch adds sdlaciousness: Many of the
girls we saw had opened the button on
thelr very short, hip-hugger shorts and
pulled the zipper about halfway down.
With their shorts unzipped and forming
anarow tother privates, and abikini or
tube top, they walked about as unslf-
conscioudy asyoulike”

Columnist Mona Charen related the
above persond experience in an article
shewrotefor Janish\World Review May
4,2001. Her blunt observationisgtartling.
Unfortunately, smilar stories could be
told about how young men are choosing
todressaswell. Many peopletoday teke
pride in teasing or tempting with their
bodies, but are outraged if they receive
negdiveattention. Thoughitisoftendone
in the name of persond freedom, many
teens and adults are unwitting davesto
today’sfashionindustry.

Pat 1 of “Modesty in Dress A Van-
ishing Virtue’ highlighted how our con-
temporary trends have little regard for
modesty. Today's wardrobe seems to
haveadmosgt nolimitsor boundaries. Sen-
sua exposure is thought of as merely
fashion by both male and female, not as
an issue of right or wrong. A growing
number in society believe you can look
revelingly sexy, and dso portray inno-
cencea thesametime Being sexy, many
boadt, does't meenyou haveto havesex.
What an increasingly confused age in
which to live, or rear children. What is
missing in our society? Part 2 will high-
light what God expectsof us.

Getting Out the Ruler?
What can bedoneto help maintain, or
reestablish, asense of modesty and puri-

ty? Should someone decree what young
and old, male and female should wear?
Countlessdebates could ensue over how
low a neckline can extend, how long
skirts should be, how fitted is too fitted,
whether someone'shair istoolongor too
short, how many buttonson aguy’sshirt
should beleft unbuttoned, etc. Getting out
arulertomessurehair or skirt lengthshas
produced conflicts and gtrifein families
andevenwithin congregationsfor aslong
asmost remember.

Surely, there is @ means by which
Chrigtians can arrive at a unified and
acceptable standard. We recognize there
isaclear cal for modesty in God' sWord:
“In like manner aso, that the women
adornthemselvesin modest appard, with
propriety and moderation, notwith braic-
ed hair or gold or pearls or codly cloth-
ing” (1 Timothy 2:9, emphasis added
throughout).

Likewise, both male and femde must
have concern that our behavior and dress
are not offengve or indiscreet (Romans
14:21; Titus2:5). God designed clothing
to cover, not draw attention to, the sexu-
dity of both men and women (Genesis
3:21; Leviticus 18). Yet when we look
into the Bible, there doesn't seem to be
much help in defining specific limits.
How can we determine what is modest,
andwhatisjust being up-to-date?Aswith
dl subjects, we must begin with afoun-
dation.

The Heart of the Matter

Ononeoccasionthedisciplesof Jesus
were concerned with the issue of for-
giveness (Matthew 18:21-22). They
asked how many times they were
required to forgive an offending party.
They wanted to establish an exact num-
ber. However, Jesustaught them that the
placeto beginwaswiththerr attitude. He
sad, in essence, they must be men who
have a forgiving spirit in their hearts
beforethey think of limitations.

On another occasion alawyer asked
Jesusto help him define the term neigh-
bor (Luke 10:29). This man wanted to
know the precise number of steps from
hishomeitwouldteketoreachtheend of
his"neighborhood”” Again, Jesusreflect-
ed on matters of the heart when He
replied with the parable of the Good
Samaritan.

A third illugtration concerns the Sab-
bath. How many countless questions
could we formulate on what is proper
Sabbath behavior and what is bresking
God'slaw? Debates on how much work
iswork and how to avoid “seeking our
ownpleasure’ could goonendlesdly. Yet
theBibleremindsusto keep the Sabbath
holy, just asiit prods us to be modest.
However, thereisnolonglist of do'sand
don'ts for either. How is one to know
what isbresking the Sabbath?

Isaiah 58teachesusanimportant prin-
cipleabout the Sabbath and about Chris-
tianity ingenerd. Verse 13 sayswemust,
“cdll the Sebbath adelight, the holy day
of the Lord honorable”” In other words,
before we begin thinking about exactly
what isproper or improper behavior, we
must first delight in the Sabbath com-
mand. Wemust call the seventh day hon-
orableand consider it aprivilegeto have
fellowshipwith God on that day.

Thegod istogainpleasurefromcom-
plying with God'slaw. If wedo not look
forward to the Sebbath or if we consider
itaregtriction, thenwewill not necessar-
ily make wise choices in determining
proper Sabbath behavior.

Thesameprinciplegppliestomodesty.
What is in the heart of a person will
aways impact decison-making. We
must first address matters of the heart.
Modesty isanattitudeand away of think-
ing that exhibitsthe vaues by whichwe
live. As part of the Church of God, we
agree that our values—our moral stan-
dards—should be based on the Word of
God. But society (especialy the fashion
industry and the entertainment media)
teachesdifferent morad gandardsor even
thet there are no moral standards—that
everyonecan choosehisor her own stan-
dard. If modesty is only thought of as
someone' sspecificsandard, thenthereis
no advantage to being closer to the stan-
dard as opposed to being right on the

While modesty certainly involves a
way of dressing for bothmadeandfemde,
it beginswith away of thinking and that
thinking affectswhat we put on. Biblica
modedty sartsontheingdeandworksits
way outward. As Elisabeth Elliot so apt-
ly datedinLet MeBeaWoman, “ Thefact
that | am awomean does not meke me a
differentkind of Christian, but thefact thet
| am a Christian makes me a different
kind of woman.” Our society scornsmod-
esly today because a God-oriented per-
Spectiveisintoo few hearts

A Claim to Godliness

Before we can discuss what may or
may not be modest gpparel, we have to
remember that we have been cdled to a
noble lifestyle. God's people have too
important amisson in lifeto get caught
upinharmful, popular trends. Wearetold
in 1 Peter 1:15, “But as He who cdled
you isholy, you dso be holy in al your
conduct.” God's people, including our
children, areinvitedtoliveavisonthatis
truly extraordinary. We are like princes
and princesses in training, awaiting our
opportunity torule. If godlinessisin our
hearts, itwill showinal of our lifechoic-
s

Onefacet of agodly mind-setismen-
tioned in Romans 12:2: “And do not be
conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind,
that youmay provewheat isthet good and
acceptableand perfect will of God”

Are our lives demongtrating God's
Sandardsor adidetoward patternsof this
world? If society is succeeding in per-
suading usto have alax attitude toward
thisworld, thenwearebeing dravnavay
from God by Satan. Johnwarnsus, “Do
not love the world or the things in the
world. If anyonelovestheworld, thelove
of theFatherisnotinhim” (1John 2:15).
God'speople must continueto love God
ebovetheapprova of theworld. Wecan-
not adlow today's trendy lifestyle to
diminish our royd purposeinlife.

Clothing Sends a Message
Though Godisfirst and foremost con-
cerned with the inward man, Heisdso
concerned with our outward gopearance.
Clothesand gppearancetransmit norver-

bd sgnds TheBibleeven usesclothing
asametgphor for what wearelikeinsde
and for our character. The parable of the
wedding supper and the improperly
attired guest is one example (Matthew
22:11). Revelation 16:15isanother. Here
wearetold, “Blessedishewhowatches,
and keeps his garments, lest he walk
naked and they seehisshame”

Also, 1 Corinthians 11 teeches thet a
woman should have long hair because
thisphysicd attributeisaglory to her. A
man, on the other hand, should not have
long hair. A person’s hair serves as an
important visible symbol of his or her
submissonto God' splan of authority and
adistinguishing mark between thesexes.
God would not inspire these accounts if
how we physicaly present ourselves
beforeHimandtheworldwereirrdevant.
Our bodiesarethetempleof God's Spir-
itand should showcasetheindwelling of
thet Spirit.

So, what does our clothing say about
us?Arewepleasing Godwith our choice
of attire or reflecting the world and its
sandardsviaatrendy look? Arewe fix-
ated on what we have on? Do we some-
times fed uncomfortable because we
know that our clothingisevoking sexud-
ity? Webster’s New World Dictionary
defines“modest” inreferencetoclothing
anddressas* decent, pure, not displaying
one'shody.” Clothing that istoo tight or
revedling on either amaeor femaevio-
lates the intended use of the body God
gaveus

Dannah Gresh, inan articlein Chrigt-
ian Parenting Today, Winter 2002, says
she hepsgirls understand how the mele
mind works by teaching them about the
Gestdt Theory. Sherelates how graphic
designers employ this theory to control
the length of time a person looks a an
image by using an incompleteimage to
draw the viewer's attention. Completing
theincompleteintriguesthehumanbrain,
oapersonwill dwayspausetofinishthe
unfinished picture.

Whenamdeseesagirl walkingdown
thestreet (or at achurch function?) wear-
ingtight fitting or suggestivedothing, his
mindwill wantto* completethepicture”
A low-cut blouse, atight T-shirt, along
ditinalong skirt or other suggestive or
scanty attirearejust enough of apesk a
thebody to causeaguy to“finishthepic-
ture”

As peoplereflecting purity and godli-
ness, we do not want members of the
opposite sex to haveto “finish apicture’
wehavehe ped creste. Christianmenwill
train themsdlves to “bounce’ their eyes
elsawhere, but they should not betempt-
ed and haveto do 0. Of course, many in
society blithely welcomesuchinvitations
andentertainahogt of assumptionsabout
anyone dressing in a sensua way,
whether maeor femde. Itiswrongfor us
todondothingthat bringsour mordsand
discretion into question and invites oth-
erstotreat uswith lessrespect. A matur-
ing young lady soon learnsthat God has
granted her acertain power with her body.
Her femininedluremust dwaysbeused
inadignified manner.

Though Godlooksontheheart, wecan
see that what we wear is critica. The
choice of how to look and whet to wear
remains an individual decison funda-

mentally. However, most people don't
congder it odd if aschoal or corporation
edtablishesadresscode. Soit should not
be thought of as legalidtic if a church,
which promotesgodly nestness, modesty
and holiness, should communicate gen-
erd dress standards for church services
or related functions. When done, itisnot
for the purpose of restricting persona
choice, but toreflect our standardsandto
properly represent the God we serve. We
shouldall cometotheunderstanding thet
omedlothingisnot befitting for church.

Asweve seen, the biblical gandards
onmodesty don't givespecificlimitsand
nead to be interpreted and applied to
today. How do weinterpret these princi-
ples?TheChurch, ministry, membersand
parentsaredl involved in this challeng-
ing effortinoneway or another. Wehave
tomakejudgmentsaccording to our soci-
ety andcultureinthelight of God'sWord.

Oneareawherethe United Church of
God has established a dress code is at
United Youth Camps. To be accepted,
campersand staff must Sgnanagresment
acknowledging that “short shorts,
midriffs, halter-topsor wearingreveding
or other inappropriateappard (or thelack
thereof) will not be alowed” (2003
Camper Application Form). Established
by consensusof thecampteam, theseare
ressonableguiddinesreflectingmodesty
inthe camp environment.

Sensible Solution

So, how do we counter the trend
toward indecent attire and make sLitable
choicesindress?Thefirst stepistorecon-
firmour loveof godly valuesabove pop-
ular style and chic trends. We can then
note and emulate other Christians who
arerespected for their maturity and good
judgment in grooming. Finaly, we can
comply withesteblished quiddinesset for
the occasion, while remembering the
principles of 1 Peter 3:3-4 that our redl
beauty isto betheinward person.

We dl understand that proper hair
lengthsand clothing donot produceholi-
nessautomaticaly, but holinesswill resuilt
in suitable clothing and appearance if
coupled with proper educetion and wis-
dom. All immodesty isnot theresult of a
wrong spirit. Oftenitissmply alack of
knowledge. However, with education,
when aperson’s heart isright, he or she
will want to dresswith appropriate deco-
rum and modestly. Applying the points
mentioned above should help insure no
one'slook will beunbecoming, ingppro-
pristeor embarrassing.

Immodest gppearancedisobeysGod's
command, putsusat risk, bringsour char-
acter into question, tempts others and
devauesourselves. Respondingto God's
cal to be holy and represent His King-
dom baitlesagaingt the crude and vulgar
insociety. Ithdpsmaintanahedthy view
of othersand ourselves. It dso sendsa
messagethat weshould berespected and
trested honorably.

Thankfully, there are il those who
respect godly vauesand understand that
modest dressisawayscool and never out
of style. Inasociety wherefew areheed-
ing the call to modesty, let's make sure
we continueto regpond to God'singtruc-
tionssowecan demonstratethestandard
that will soon cometothisearth. un



United Church of God, an International Association

Unitedllewss May 2003

13

Fellowship Pitfall: When Sharing Can Hurt

m Do we serve others when
we publicly share an
unproven doctrinal idea? Or
is this a time for restraint in
our fellowship?

by Graemme Marshall

Here in the 21st century we face a
barrage of religious videos, tape min-
istriesand journals. Anyonewith access
tothelnternet can participatein abewil-
dering storm of doctrind idess.

How Can We Maintain
Christian Balance?

Since the drastic doctrinal changes
and splintering of our former fellowship
severa years ago, some groups now
alow a freewhedling doctrinal discus-
sion as part of their Sabbath or social
fellowship. Thismode! runs counter to
our historic practice. Some say our tra-
dition is too old-fashioned, that there
should bemorefreedom. Yet il today,
anenvironment of unfettered sharing of
“ideas’ isunsettling for many, especia-
ly on God's Sabbath day. It is easily
understandable why many in United
have a sensitivity to “new ideas’ being
thrust upon them—just consider thelast
decade!

Tobefair, United hasmodified much.
Some of our Bible study formats do
alow input and comment. But thisisn't
intended as an open forum for new or
contrary ideas. Many members have a
reservoir of memory spanning decades
of traditional belief. Public discussion
of contrary ideas during Sabbath fel-
lowship canbeunsettling and disturbing
tothem.

Itisreasonableto ask whether aSab-
bath serviceistheplaceto bring up new-
found insights from personal research
or Internet browsing. Isasermonetteor
sermontheplacetodoit?Anindividua
may be inspired by some newly dis-
covered knowledge, but is fellowship
the placeto spread it to others?

Let'sconsider why theairing of new
ideas or conclusions can be unsettling
at Sabbath services. Now afriendly dis-
cussion of an ideadong with therele-
vant biblical evidenceisonething. This
isdifferent from an unproven new idea
being promoted as truth, despite UCG
belief or opposing biblica evidence.

This articleis not about expressing
positive, upbesat, srengthening insights
of our way of life consistent with our
shared beliefs. Thefocusison unproven
ideascontrary toor outsideof published
UCG teaching.

The Practice of Love

Many of usarenot comfortablewith
feeling pressured to immediately
respond to controversia questions. How
many of usarewalking Bible encyclo-
pedias? Should one redlly expect any-
one off the top of hisor her head to be
able to answer every question with a
thoroughly studied response? United
has esteemed unity and peace greater
than unrestricted discussion of new
ideas. Putting people on the spot pub-
licly can upset Sabbath fellowship.
Some may respond that being contro-
versial makes others think more. Paul
counsdled us not to promote disputes,
but insteed godly edification (1 Timo-
thy 1:3-4).

Servant leadership serves the needs
of others. A pastor strives to serve al
and is keenly aware of the complex

makeup of acongregation. In the spirit
of Paul saying “tothe Jews| becameas
a Jaw, that | might win Jews’ (1
Corinthians 9:20), a pastor strives to
spiritualy nurture al ages, educationa
levels and backgrounds.

Does airing a questionable idea
strengthen a“little one’? A more lov-
ing way, surely, isto submit new ideas
to theministry for doctrinal review.

Sinceitislovethat endures, gpplying
what we already know can be more
important than the pursuit of endless
knowledgefor learning'ssake. Ecclesi-
agtes1:9remindsusthat “thereisnoth-
ingnew under thesun.” Many resurfac-
ing doctrinal issues were actualy
addressed long ago by Herbert Arm-
strong and othersin Church leadership.

Can We Be Sure of Christ’s
Approval?

How can we know we're arecipient
of specid revelation? Surely our “new
idel’ or doctrina insight would benefit
from areview and approva by a con-
sensus of the ministry. We may also
have to consider what part ego might
play inadesireto clam a“new idea”
We haveto betruthful about it.

Oneway to test thisis by following
the established processes. If we feel
God may have revealed something to
us, thenwe can shareit with our pastor.
If hethinksit may bevalid, thentogeth-
er we can share it with the Doctrine
Committee for eventual GCE accep-
tance. (Thisisthe UCG process, and of
courseother groupsmay havetheir own
Processes.)

Difficulty canariseif ourideaor con-
clusonisn't accepted. Wearethen con-
fronted withwhat to do about it. Arewe
willing to give up promoting our

“idea’? Arewe willing to put it on the
shelf? It may be that our insight is not
wrong, but perhapsisnot understood or
acoepted at thistime. Canweaccept this
and commit it to Christ?Harmony with
God iswhat we are &fter.

Unhealthy Preoccupation?

Scriptureshowsapreoccupationwith
new truths can be spiritualy unhealthy.

Paul warned that the winds of doc-
trine would blow through our lives (2
Timothy 4:3-4; Ephesians4:14). Could
the pursuit of new knowledge be too
close to the gpproach of the Athenians
of Acts 17:21 who “spent their timein
nothing else but either to tell or hear
some new thing”? Perhaps the time
could bebetter spent trying to serveoth-
es than in hours accumulating
unproven idess.

What Is Good Christian
Discussion?

The Bible Reading Program
(www.ucg.org/brp) isan excellent study
that providesnew ingght into old bibli-
cal passages. Even if you think you
know all there is to know about the
Bible and have heard it expounded
many times, yet with God'sHoly Spir-
it active within you, old passages can
bring fresh insight and meaning. This
approach leadsto Bibleideas and doc-
trinal discussionsthat edify others.

Most welcome in any congregetion
isnewfoundinsight or research onchild
rearing, adolescence, dating, romance,
marriage, hedth, aging, stress and
change, family, world newsand trends,
ways to preach the gospel, Bible study
alds, discoveries that reinforce Scrip-
ture, ways to serve, positive Sabbath
keeping or how to be closer to God.

How to Present a New Idea

Most have trusted friends with
whom they can discuss the pros and
consof anideabeforedecidingif itis
worth presenting to the ministry.
Their pastor can help them decide if
itisworth writing up to present to the
Doctrine Committee.

Oneway to present your insight or
conclusionisto outlinewhy itisbet-
ter than any given so far in UCG lit-
erature. In presenting your idea,
know what UCG has published and
show why yoursis a superior expla-
nation.

When Paul counseled, “Let all
things be done decently andin order”
(1 Corinthians 14:40), we have good
advice for initiating anything new.
Should this stifle growth? Does it
mean United is too stuffy and staid?
Thebottom line surely iswhether our
freedomin Christ justifiesexpressing
things that can weaken the faith of
others (1 Corinthians 9:19).

In our Church history there have
been good examplesof how to handle
new understanding. New insight was
handled by committing it to the
Church government. It was lft there
until the Christ-inspired leadership
came to similarly understand. In the
intervening time the new insight was-
n't spread about nor preached. This
upheld current beliefs, maintained
the faith and didn’t weaken others.
With eventual acceptance, the new
insight brought due regjoicing.

This works better for producing
peace and harmony and agrees with
Paul who said, “ Stand fast and hold
thetraditionswhich you weretaught,
whether by word or our epistle” (2
Thessalonians 2:15). un

A Volunteer Story: Everyone Benefits!

by Linda Wasilkoff

Whenmy childrenwerestill young, |
was able to do volunteer work in their
elementary school. My responsibility
wasto helpteach studentsreading skills.
It was gratifying to see many who were
struggling with the concept of reading
findly “getit"!

Asmy childrengot older, | spentaday
aweek intheir high school helpingwith
the band program. Later on | had the
opportunity to be involved in a Block
Watch program. Thesevolunteer efforts
wereimportant to mebecausethey gave
something back to our community.

Helping in the Office

Just over three years ago, a different
volunteer opportunity came my way—
that of working inthe Canadian Nation-
a Office. Several members have men-
tioned that they would loveto beableto
do this. Of course, commuting from
British Columbia or Newfoundland
might proveto beabit of aproblem!

Since not everyone can have the
opportunity of helping in one of the
Church’s offices, let me share some of

thejoysand chalenges of doing so.

Oneof thefirst challengesisanswer-
ing the phone. A person never knows
who is on the other end or their reason
for cdling. It can be someoneirate that
they are “dtill” receiving the magazine
when they asked thet their subscription
becanceled. Usudly alittlereassurance
thatitwill betaken careof—that thelast
issuewas dready inthe mail beforethe
cancellationwasreceived—isenoughto
make the end of the conversation more
pleasant than the beginning.

Usudly, though, the calls are very
positive, with people very grateful for
what they are receiving. One lady was
soexcited about our literature, shecaled
every few days to ask if it had been
mailed yet and to request more!

Several people have expressed that
they would love to be able to help with
God'swork. Actualy, there are anum-
ber of volunteers across Canada (and
other countries) who have saved the
Church alot of money by their efforts.
The Church has set up programs that
rely upon the work of individuals and
congregationsto help spread thegospel,
and these programs are bearing fruit.

If youwouldliketo beavolunteer for
the Church, here are some of the ways
you can beinvolved.

GN Newsstand Program

This involves making arrangements
withastore, mal or plazato have space
to put anewsstand (either afree-stand-
ing or counter display). It then requires
monitoring andrefilling asneeded. Cur-
rently we have several members across
Canadadistributing hundreds of maga-
zines this way and have added many
subscribers to the magazine as aresult.
Many areinvolved in the United States
and other countriesaswell.

Waiting Room Program

This program puts the magazine in
waiting rooms for people to read while
they are waiting! There are three ways
thisisdonein Canada. Oneisdonefrom
the Canadian office. We mail asample
copy to waiting rooms. Members have
worked to help reduceour mailing costs
by calling waiting rooms to ask if they
would like to have acopy of the maga
zine. This diminates many who would
not be interested and so reduces our

postage costs. Another approachisfor a
member to personaly visit waiting
roomsto ask if they would like to have
asubscription. In both of these scenar-
ios, the members (or congregations)
work withtheNational Officetobesure
that they aren’t calling on offices that
have aready been approached.

Each week ahandful of the tear-out
cards from the waiting room editions
come in from individuals requesting
their own subscription. So thanks to
some of you, our magazine is not only
becoming morerecognized, butwehave
more subscribersat afairly low cost.

Though U.S. waiting rooms that
didn’t renew wererecently eiminated,
new interested waiting rooms are till
being added.

Brochure Distribution

Thisprogramisabit less cogtly than
distributing magazines. We have an
atractivetrifoldbrochurepromoting the
magazine. Members can arrange for
themtobedistributed by using our small
display standsin stores. Or, even eesier,
members can post them on bulletin
boardswhere permitted. They aresmall
enoughtobecarried aroundinapurseor
briefcase. Those areas where this is
being tried are seeing results.

Good News Cards

GN cards are the size of postcards—
infact they are postcards. Anyone who
picksthemup canrequest asubscription
to The Good News by mailing in the
card. Members can use them much the
same way as the brochures. They are
easy toput uponany bulletinboardina
shopping areaor perhapsal_aundromet.

Gift Card Program

Severd congregationsareinvolvedin
thisprogram. Memberscanfill inacard
tosendagift megazinetoafamily mem-
ber or friend who might beinterestedin
themagazine. On average about 10 per-
cent of thosewhoreceiveasamplemag-
azinerequest asubscription. Theothers
haveat least seen what we haveto offer.

Theseprogramshave produced some
good fruit and have hel ped our advertis-
ing budget go farther. | believethat they
areasimportant or moreimportant than
sttingintheofficeanswering thephone!
If you would like to help, contact your
pastor. Or, if you arein aremote area,
contact theoffice. The staff will bemost
pleased to “give you avolunteer job” It
will be one of the most rewarding vol-
unteer experiences you have had. Who
knowsif Godwill useyour effortstocall
someoneinto the Churchl un
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Is There a Worldwide Work to Be Done Today?

® A look at the reasons
some feel we don't need to
do a worldwide work can
actually help us strengthen
our zeal to accomplish that
work.

by Erik Jones

There are people, believing the
same core doctrinal beliefs we do,
who believe that there is no world-
wide work to be done today. They
believe that “the gospel has been
preached,” that “we just preach the
gospel by our examples now” or “all
wehavetodoisaloca work.” Isthere
any truth to these statements?

Let'slook at three common reasons
used by some who don't believe an
organized effort to proclaim the
gospel to the world is necessary and
then look deeper into what the Bible
sayson this subject.

Reason 1: “There’s No
Worldwide Work to Be
Done Today”

Some people feel we only need to
be concerned with doing alocal work.
Those who believe this typicaly are
in independent groups and see no
need to be part of anything bigger
than themselves. After seeing abuses
in the past, many are wary of the
thought of authority and organization.

Is just a local work what Christ
would have wanted?

One of the most well-known state-
ments of Christ is found in Matthew
28:18-19: “All authority hasbeen giv-
en to Mein heaven and on earth. Go
therefore and make disciples of all
nations, baptizing them in the name
of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe
all thingsthat | have commanded you;
andlo, | amwith you always, evento
the end of the age” (emphasis added
throughout).

In Matthew 24:14, Christ dogmati-
caly states, “And this Good News
about the Kingdom will be preached
through all the world for awitnessto
al people; and then the end will
come” (Good News Bible). We must
not let our familiarity with thesevers-
esdiminish their power. They clearly
say that the work of preaching the
gospel isto be done on aglobal scale
and must continue to be done until
Christ returns.

Christ’s direct command to us, as
His people, is to make sure His truth
getstoall peopleintheworld, accord-
ing to Hiswill.

Christians are people who live“by
every word of God” (Luke 4:4). The
Bible (God's inspired Word) com-
mands the people of God to make the
“preaching of the gospel” their num-
ber one commission. Remember,
Christianswill not bejudged by mere-
ly having the truth—they will be
judged on what they did with it
(Matthew 24:46). Paul believed he
would spiritually bein trouble if he

neglected preaching the gospel (1
Corinthians 9:16).

If weadll just did local worksin our
local autonomous congregations, we
would belimiting our ability to preach
the gospel to the whole world. If we
only preached locally, how would the
message get to areas that don't cur-
rently have local congregations? It
takes aunited effort by God's people
to proclaim the gospel throughout the
world, wherever God opensthe door.
Thisiswhy we need organization and
leadership.

will go out to the entire earth, “and
then the end will come” (Matthew
24:14). Mr. Armstrong has been dead
for 17 years. The“end of theage” has
not occurred yet. Therefore, Mr. Arm-
strong did not finish the work of
preaching the gospel totheworld. Just
as Jesus, “finished the work” (John
17:4) of Hisphysical lifeat Hisdeath
and ascension, Mr. Armstrong fin-
ished hispart inthework at his death.
If the death of Jesus Christ didn’t fin-
ish the work, how could the death of
Herbert Armstrong finish the work?
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Of course, local congregations
should do al they can as well. The
waiting room, newsstand and
brochure programsare excellent ways
to strengthen thework of God in your
local area.

Reason 2: “Herbert
Armstrong Finished the
Work”

Some may read this and nod their
headsin agreement but say, “ Herbert
Armstrong was God's apostle, and
at his death the work was finished.
Didn't Mr. Armstrong believe he
would finish the work?”

Asamatter of fact, as some of his
last coworker |etters show, Mr. Arm-
strong himself did believe the work
was to continue after his death. (He
diedin 1986, after morethan 50 years
of serving the Church of God.) But
beyond that, aswe have already seen,
the Bible says Christ would be with
the work until “the end of the age.”
Prophecy assures us that the gospel
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converted and know God'struth? Mil-
lions of people have been born since
hisdeath (and millionswho lived dur-
ing his time never heard the true
gospel  message)—these precious
people prove that the work of God is
to be done today! Prophecy shows
that thework will be completed by the
two witnesses (Revelation 11:3-12),
but innoway indicatesthat it isnot to
be done between the death of Herbert
Armstrong and the advent of the two
witnesses.

Reason 3: “We Preach the
Gospel by Our Examples”

Another common reason for
neglecting to preach the gospel
around the world is the idea that our
personal examples completely fulfill
the work. Is this God's definition of
preaching the gospel ?

What does the Bible teach regard-
ing how the gospel isto be preached?
Thehbook of Actsisimportant because
it serves as our model for how the
Church should act.

The second chapter of Acts shows
usthat onthe Day of Pentecost amin-
ister, one of God's leading apostles,
literally stood up and proclaimed the
gospel to the people in Jerusalem at

At his death, Mr. Armstrong’s part
in the continuous line of God's work
on earth was complete. But the line
was picked up by those still alive and
continues to this very day and will
continue on until Christ returns.

Would the great God of love and
fairness leave the people after Mr.
Armstrong with no opportunity to be

earth” (Acts 1:8).

End With a Bang!

Inany public speaking class, you will be taught to end your message“with
abang”—with astrong conclusion. The end of your message tells the audi-
ence exactly what you want them to do with your speech.

Itisinteresting that the synoptic Gospels of Matthew, Mark and Luke all
end with Christ giving admonition to preach the gospel. Mark records some
of Jesus' last wordson earth as, “ Gointo all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature” (Mark 16:15). Some of Christ’slast wordsin the book of
Luke are recorded as, “Thusit iswritten . . . that repentance and remission
of sinsshould be preached in Hisnameto all nations, beginning at Jerusalem”
(Luke 24:46-47). Matthew’ sgospel endswith direct instruction to preach the
gospel (Matthew 28:18-20). The book of Acts, which continueswhere Luke's
Gospel ended, beginswith instruction to preach the gospel “to the end of the

Obviously, Christ chose His parting words very wisely so we (as Hisfol-
lowers) would know exactly what to do in His absence. un

God's work is being done around the world in many
languages, in places as varied as Singapore and Nigeria

that time. As a
result of Peter's
bold proclama- E
tion, 3,000 people
were converted to God's way of life
(verse4l).

InActs3, weread the story of Peter
and John going to the temple and
healing a lame man (verse 7). As a
result of this miracle, attention was
drawn to Peter and John and people
gathered around them (verse 11). A
door was opened for Peter to open his
mouth and preach the gospel to the
peoplethere (verse 12).

In Acts 5, we read of an angel
breaking the apostles out of prison
andinstructing themto, “Go, standin
thetemple and speak to the peopleall
thewords of thislife” (verse 20).

InActs 6, we read of the apostles
appointing deacons to handle local
congregation business, so that the
apostlescould focustheir timeon “the
ministry of the word” (verse 4)—the
preaching of the gospel!

InActs9, weread of the conversion
of the apostle Paul and see, “Immedi-

ately he preached the Christ in the
synagogues, that He is the Son of
God” (verse 20).

In Acts 14, we read of Paul and
Barnabas visiting various cities such
as Derbe where they “preached the
gospel tothat city and made many dis-
ciples’ (verse 20-21). In verse 22 we
read of the apostlesreturning to cities
to strengthen the brethren and ordain
leaders. This shows us that the min-
istry isalso responsiblefor caring for
and overseeing the Church. Acts 16:4-
5 shows that decisions made by the
council meeting at the headquarters
church of Jerusalem were binding on
all the congregations—showing that
the New Testament Church was not
composed of local autonomous con-
gregations.

These scriptures, and many others,
show that the work is fulfilled pri-
marily by God's ministers preaching
it to the genera public.

That should in no way minimize
theimportance of our personal exam-
ple, which does have a role in the
work of the Church. We are com-
manded to let our “light so shine
before men, that they may see your
good worksand glorify your Father in
heaven” (Matthew 5:16).

Today, the United Church of God's
main tool to get the gospel out to the
world is via the printed word. Since
God decided to record His words of
truth viathe printed word, it isfitting
that we strive to powerfully use the
printed word to preach the gospel,
while seeking to also make effective
use of radio, television, the Internet

and other new
means of communi-
cation that are
developed.

The Work
Today

Our work is bear-
ing fruit. People are
being converted as
God sees fit to cal
them.

The Good News
reaches nearly every
nation on earth with the good news of
God's coming Kingdom. Thousands
of booklets are printed each year to
explain God'struthin moredepth. We
also use radio, television and the
Internet to preach the truth. As tech-
nology advances, God may provide
moremethodsfor thisgospel to go out
totheworld. But if all elsefails, God
can always use stones (L uke 19:40)!

Just because we don't see thou-
sands being converted today, it does
not mean that we should abandon the
work and declareit “over” God's peo-
plearecharacterized by having vision,
and we continue to do the work and
zedoudly pray that God will bless it
and call whom Hewills. We pray that
God will help us al rekindle the fire
of zealousnessfor the work and band
together to fulfill this commission!

The greatest work of God still lies
ahead for themultitudes of peoplewho
have not yet heard Hismessagel un
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Lessons From Babylon: God Is Still in Charge
Babylon an impressive dream, and  Babylon asfrauds, and to reveal Him- theworld to Hisservants (Daniel 7:13-

m The ancient city of
Babylon provides a
reminder that men'’s flawed
systems and governments
will give way to God's
mastery of world events.

by Jay Turner

Theruinsof theancient city of Baby-
lonarelocatedinsidethebordersof the
modern nation of Irag. They are an
enduring testament to God's ultimate
mastery of world events, and of the
inexorable unfolding of His plan for
mankind. And it was in Babylon that
God revealed Himself to the ancient
world asthe Most High God.

Morethan 500 yearsbeforethebirth
of Christ, God sent thearmiesof Baby-
lon to punish the nation of Judah.
Daniel and histhreefriendsweretaken
ascaptivesto serveintheroyal court of
Babylon. Godwasat work indl of this.
He orchestrated events to reveal Him-
salf and show how He worksin histo-

ry.

imbued him with a deep suspicion of
his advisors, such that the king
demanded that his advisors tell him
both what he had dreamed and wheat it
meant. King Nebuchadnezzar knew
that anyonecould spinapretty story out
of adream—but only someoneintouch
withgenuinesupernatural power could
reveal what hehad dreamed anditstrue
meaning.

God used this challenge to expose
the astrologers and soothsayers of

God predicted a series of world-ruling
kingdoms of progressively baser character,
which would all, in the end, be swept
away and replaced by a divinely
established kingdom that would rule the

self and to show who Histrue servants
were. God gave Daniel the knowledge
both of the dream and what it meant.
Daniel toldtheking that it wasthe God
of heavenwho had giventheking ruler-
ship over the great realm of Babylon,
and that God was revealing an outline
of history through the dream. God pre-
dicted a series of world-ruling king-
doms of progressively baser character,
which would al, in the end, be swept
away and replaced by adivinely estab-
lished kingdom that would
rule the world forever
(Daniel 2:28-45).

As Daniel reminded
King Belshazzar, hisances
ter Nebuchadnezzar quickly
forgot this object lesson,
and continued on hispath of
turning into an egotistical
tyrant (Daniel 5:18-21).
God gave him another
visionto urgehimto repen-
tance (Daniel 4:27) and to
drive home the point that it
isthe Most High God who
rules over the kingdoms of
men (Daniel 4:17). Neb-

The ruins of ancient Babylon serve
as a reminder of God'’s control of
world events (photos © 1999-2003
www.arttoday.com)

ham in contempt, and so God handed
down judgment and overthrew the
kingdom of Babylon (Daniel 5:22-31).

God gave Daniel avision (Danie 7)
in which Daniel was shown the same
sequence of world-ruling kingdoms,
andwasshown that intheend God will
once again sit in judgment of these

14, 18, 27). We can seethat not only is
God in charge of world events, He is
working to aspecific plan.

Inthispresent evil age(Gaatians1:4),
“thewholeworld liesunder the sway of
the wicked one” (1 John 5:19). Satan
sways amost everyone in this age by
virtue of having deceived the whole
world into following him. Thankfully,
God isin charge and limits what Satan
cando (Job chapters 1and 2).

Peace Will Fill the World

We live in a world of satanically
deceived nations. It smply isn't in our
power to establish lasting peace and
justice. God promisesthat Hewill take
care of it—and only Hecan doit.

The day is coming when God will
sendanange to drag Satan off to prison
and turn rulership of the world over to
Christ and the saints (Revelation 20:1-
6). That is when the kingdoms of this
world will come under the rule of the
Kingdom of God (Revelation 11:15),
andjusticeand peacewill fill theworld.
For now, it is our part to prepare to be
part of God'sgovernment, and to com-
fort the victims of the injutice in this

An impressive dream ! uchadnezzar's descendants ~ great governments. God will sweep  world. And we ought to be praying,
God gave King Nebuchadnezzar of world forever (Daniel 2:28-45). aso held the God of Abra-  them away and turn over rulership of ~ “Thy kingdom come!” un
My Service Was a Waste!
m Have you ever felt that ily replaced. Inthe depths of my strug- ~ ‘Weretherenottendlesnsed?Butwhere In a
: gles| made apromiseto mysdf that | arethenine? Weretherenot any found  recent
what you tried to do to serve would never get involved again with  whoreturnedtogiveglory toGodexcept  country hit
others tu,med out to be a anything. | never wantedtohurtlikethis  this foreigner? Then He said to him,  song
waste? It's easy to get weary again. Thehurt wastoo high of aprice.  ‘Arise, goyourway. Yourfathhasmade by the
doin: s it really worth youwdl'” (Luke 17:14-19). group Alaba
. (7) J good s allywo Where Were the Other Jesus healed 10 and only onecame  ma, “Angels
1t Nine? back to expressthanks. The othersfor-  Among  Us
by Janet Treadway Christ wasfaced withthesameprob-  got, did not know to or did not havethe  you will find these

Have you ever fdlt that your service
to someone was awaste? Or that you
werenot gppreciated?Or that everything
you did to serve someone or helpin a
serviceproject wastotaly forgotten?Or
worse e, that people found fault with
everything you did when you were try-
ing to do good? You ended up feding
likeyou werekicked in theteeth.

If 1 could ask for ashow of hands of
how many of you felt your service was
unappreciated at some point, | would
imagine most of you would be raising
your handsand raising them high. Does
that meanweshould throw up our hands
andsay, “Nomore’?| havefet that way
many times. But isthat the solution—to
just stop serving and getting involved?

| wasonceinvolved withaproject thet
required staying up al night for several
nights, only to go to work the next day
totally exhausted. The next year some-
one else had been given part of my
responsihilities without anyone ever
talking to me about it. What had | done
wrong? 1t mademefed so unappreciat-
ed for the hoursthat | had put into that
project, and | becamevery discouraged.
(Somehow it doesn't occur to you & a
time like this to be thankful for the
reduced workload.) | wondered why |
evenwagted my timewhen| wassoess-

lem—Ilack of gppreciation from those
He reached out to help. He did much
good, Heserved many people, fed thou-
sands, blessed children, heded thelame,
gavesight to the blind and healed many
of their sicknesses. But how many came
back to express appreciation? How
many actualy turned on Him instead?
InRomans 1:21 it says, “Although they
knew God, they did not glorify Him as
God, nor were thankful, but became
futileintheir thoughts, and their foolish
heartswere darkened”’

The gtory of the 10 lepers that Jesus
hedled helps to illustrate the point of
ingratitude. “Now it happened as He
went to Jerusdem that He passed
through the midst of Samaria and
Gdlilee ThenasHeentered acertainvil-
lage, there met Him ten men who were
lepers, who stood far off. And they lift-
eduptheir voicesand said, ‘ Jesus, Mas-
ter, have mercy on us!’” (Luke 17:11-
13). Intheir deepest need they cried out
toHimfor help.

“So when He saw them, He said to
them, ‘Go, show yourselves to the
priests’ And soit wasthat asthey went,
they were cleansed. And one of them,
when he saw that he was heded,
returned, andwith aloud voiceglorified
God, and fell down on his face a His
feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a
Samaritan. So Jesusanswered and said,

time to express their gratitude. It's a
reminder to usto show appreciation for
thosewho serveus.

How many of thepeople Jesushedled
and helped were there to support Him
when Hefaced Hisgrestest trid, that of
dying onthe cross?

What Should We Do?

But what should we do when wefedl
our service has been wasted?

Part of the answer is that we some-
times have to examine our own reasons
for serving. Naturally wewant toreceive
recognition and gppreciation, but that's
not the purpose of serving that Christ
taught. Chrigt taught a standard of ser-
vicethat seeksno recognitionfrommen
(Matthew 6:1-4). This Christ-centered
service helps us become more like our
Heavenly Fether, andisfocused onredl-
ly helping others.

We should keep giving and hoping
that our liveswill touch othersand make
adifferenceintherr lives, evenintheface
of rgjection and evenif our good deeds
areforgotten. Although menwill forget
our service, itwill never beforgottenand
unappreciated by God!

Hebrews 6:10 says, “For God is not
unjust to forget your work and labor of
love, whichyou haveshowntoward His
name, inthat you haveministeredtothe
saints, and do minister.”

words of encour-
agement for those who
give hope: “When life
dedlt troubled times
and had medownon
my knees, there's
awaysbeensome-

one there to come
aong and comfort
me, akind word from
astranger to lend ahelping
hand. A phone call from a
friend just to say | understand. Ain't it
kind of funny at thedark end of theroad,
someone lightsthe way with just asin-
gleray of hope”

Just like those mentioned in the song
whodo good, wetoo can beinstruments
of God for good. We continueto offer a
ray of hopein peopl€'sliveseventhough
it may not be ppreciated and may even
be forgotten. We become very thankful
tothosewhooffer usaray of hopewhen
we are down and discouraged. We do
not forget the good that has been done
forud Most of dl, weexpressthet grat-
itude to them and to God.

Keep on Doing—Anyway
While going through my own dis-
couragement, | heard a message about
the Paradoxical Commandments that
turned my broken heart around and
helped my attitude change to a more

positive approach to service. The Para-
doxica Commandments by Kent M.
Keith show theimportance of doing the
right thing, no matter how others react.
Hereareacoupleof them:

People are illogical, unreasonable,
and sdlf-centered. Love them anyway.

The good you do today will be for-
gotten tomorrow. Do good anyway.

Givetheworld the best you have and
you'll get kicked in the teeth. Give the
world the best you have anyway.

You may find more information at
www.paradoxi cal commandments.com.

Wemay fed unappreciated or a times
thrown away, attacked or kicked in the
teeth, but we should do good anyway.
Wepracticetheexampleof JesusChrist.
Even though His good deeds were for-
gotten by many, He died for al of us
anyway! un
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Courting Compromise:

Myths About Dating Outside the Church

“ThereisnooneintheChurchfor me
tomarry!”

How many timeshavesinglesor teens
looked around their local congregations
in despair? There may not be someone
todateintheir locd area, let donemar-
ry. Somestart dating outsidethe Church.
And why not? There are many decent,
honest peopleintheworld, goesthethe-
ory, andif that persontruly lovesme, he
or shewill accept my religion.

Unfortunately, it rarely works that
way. Dating outsde the Churchisn't as
simple or as consequence-free as one
might think. There are a number of
mythssurrounding thissubject that need
tobeexamined. Why shouldn't you deate
outside the Church? And how can you
copeif marriageisnot in your foresee-
ablefuture?

Myth #1: There is no onein the
Church for me.

Just because you have not met asuit-
ablepersoninyour area, doesnot mean
there isn't anyone at all. Look at the
example of Elijah—he thought he was
theonly oneleft whowasfaithful to God
(1 Kings 19:14-18). But God said He
had reserved 7,000 others. A lack of Sin-
glesinyour areadoesn’'t meanthereare
no other singles.

If marriage and family are very
important to you, ask yoursdlf: Have |
redly tried to get toknow al thesingles
inmy area?Not justinmy congregation,
but in my surrounding province/state or
country?You may need to look beyond
yourimmediatearea. Onceyou' vedone
this, leavetherest to God.

It becomes dangerous to start creat-
ing your own solutions to your londli-
ness. In Genesis 19:31, Lot's daughters
used thisvery myth to take mattersinto
their own hands: “Thereis no man on
theearthtocomeintous” Althoughthis
isanextremeexample, it doesshow how
far wearewillingto goto justify taking
mattersinto our own hands.

Myth #2: If | want a spouse and
children, | haveto marry outsdethe
Church.

Thereisno guaranteethat youwill be
ableto havechildren. Whet if in desper-

ation to have children you married out-
sidethe Church, only to discover you or
your gpouseareunableto havechildren?
If you till did not have children, how
would you fed about your choicethen?

If you did have children, consider the
difficulties of raising them in a reli-
gioudly divided household.

Myth #3: If the Church were big-
ger, | wouldn't need tolook outside.

No matter how big the Church gets,
there will dways be an excuse to look
elsawhere. There will always be nice
people sitting beside you a school and
work. Remember this: Satan knows
your loneliness and your dilemma. Do
youthink hewouldn't tekeevery oppor-
tunity to exploit that? Satan knows
exactly whomyouwould beattracted to
and he knows exactly how to get your
attention in this area—even before you
do. His godl is to take you out of the
Church, so do not underestimate him.
Putting God's way firgt, not your own,
requires much faith and strength (2
Corinthians5:9-10, 15).

Myth#4: | you donot get married
right now, you might missout.

Missout onwhat, thislifeor thenext?
InRomans8:18, Paul says, “ The suffer-
ings of this present time are not worthy
to be compared with the glory which
shall be revedled in us” In Matthew
19:29, Jesustellsusthat “every onethat
hath forsaken . . . wife, or children, or
lands, for my name sake, shdll receive
an hundredfold, and shall inherit ever-
lagting life” (KJV). God will take care
of you. Hewill not test you beyond what
you canhandle. You arenot thefirst per-
son to bein this position, and you will
not be the last. Hebrews 11:35-40 says
that many have had fiery trialsand diffi-
culties.

Marriageisadesirablething, butitis
not to bedesired morethanwhat it fore-
shadows: the relationship we will have
with Chrigt. It is not a prerequisite for
life or for the Kingdom. It may be hard
to believe, but in the long run it won't
matter that you did not marry right now.
Thisphysicd lifeisonly fleetingly tem-
porary.

But temporary doesn't dways seem
short. Imaginemaking thewrong choice
about amate. Try to comprehendtherest
of your life with double hardships, sor-
row, grief and unhappiness, al because
you relied on yoursdlf instead of trust-
inginGod.

Marriage may be your goal, but it
might not bewhat God wantsfor you at
thistime in your life. Maybe the time
isn't right for you—or maybe the time
isn'tright for theperson God hasinmind
for you.

Myth #5: God will call my uncon-
verted spouseffiancé/fiancée/close
friend.

God is under no obligation to call
your mate, especidly if you ddliberate-
ly choose to marry outside the Church.
SometimesGod doesindeed cdl uncon-
verted mates, but it is not the norm.
There are many members who have
attended for years, even decades, whose
spouseshavenot beencaled or havenot
responded to acaling.

If youthink Godiscaling the person
you'reinterestedin, don't rushinto any-
thing. Wait at least ayear or two to test
the fruits. You probably wouldn't date
an acoholic just because he had joined
AlcoholicsAnonymous. You'dwait and
seeif hestuck withit.

An Unequal Yoke

A young man once lamented that he
tried everything he could to open the
eyes of his girlfriend to see the truth.
After al, hehad proved the Sabbath day
anddiligently showed her everything he
had learned about the Sabbath. Desper-
ately he tried to share his newfound
knowledge, even reading the scriptures
out to her, but to no avail. Unconverted
people do not appreciate God'sway of
life(1Corinthians2:11, 14). They areof
thisworld and even though they might
beinterested to cometo servicesoncein
awhile, eventualy, when presented with
more appedling activities, they drop
away.
Redlity often setsinwhenyour friend
or spouseresentsyour religion. They see
how it consumes you in Bible study, in

prayer, in Sabbath ectivitiesand tithing,
which is often the biggest issue of all.
Thesemay not seem likeabig dedl now,
but they will when your spouse asks
what and who comes first in your life
and possibly asksyou to chose between
him (or her) and the Church.

Trying to keep worldly practices out
of your home becomes an al-consum-
ing balancing act. After all, it's your
spouse'shometoo! Try juggling God's
festivals and your mate's practices of
Christmas, Easter, Halloween, etc. And
thentherearetheday-to-day issues: top-
pings on your pizza; the lobster at your
anniversary dinner; and the quality of
your TV viewing, just to nameafew.

These things inevitably strain rela
tionships, eventhevery best. Satan does-
n't haveto guesshow to pressureyou to
sin; heactudly knowsthe very holesin
your armor. Your unconverted spouse
may be atool Satan may use virtualy
every single day of your life. Thiswill
put a strain on your marriage and may
pressure you to compromise.

People outside the Church live off of
the tree of the knowledge of good and
evil, whereasyou are striving to live off
thetree of life. Smply put, you are not
equally yoked. Paul wrote: “Do not be
unequally yoked together with unbe-
lievers, for what fellowship has right-
eousness with lawlessness? And what
communion has light with darkness?’
(2 Corinthians 6:14, seeds0 15-18).

Thereis a difference between those
who aredready married toan unbeliev-
erandthosewho areseekingtobe. In1
Corinthians 7:12-17 Paul addressesthe
first group of people. They are dready
yoked to an unbeliever. This passage
containsingtructionsonhow toded with
the Situation. It is not saying that it is
something to be sought, becauise verse
39 tells these readers to marry in the
Church if they ever get a chance to
remarry.

Children are aso a consideration.
God commandsusto teach our children
about God'sway (Deuteronomy 6:6-7).
How difficult would that be with an
unconverted mate? Rearing children

requirestwo people, teeching and train-
ing together, as admonished in Eph-
esans6:1-4. Itbecomesvery difficult to
teach God'sway if your spouse has dif-
ferent valuesand beliefs.

If youhavebeen singlefor two, fiveor
even 10 years, marrying outside the
Churchislikegiving up on God to pro-
videamatefor you and settling for sec-
ond begt. It'slike Sarah getting Hagar to
produce an heir for Abraham. But even
after Ishmael wasborn, they had towait
another 13yearsfor thepromiseof ason
to befulfilled. How much happier they
(and the rest of the world) would have
been if they had only trusted God and
patiently waited.

God is not unfair, even though it
sometimes feels that way. He will not
give us more than we can handle, and
He promisss to reward us for obeying
Him. Matthew 19:29 gatesthat wewill
receive a hundred times over anything
that we give up for His sake. Romans
8:18 saysour present sufferings (londli-
ness and lack of a companion or chil-
dren) arenothing comparedto our future
glory.

How Can | Cope Now?

Marriageisnot theonly way you can
liveafuller, richer life, growingin char-
acter. Volunteer at church to serve
seniors, teensor young children. Volun-
teeringinyour community teechesvalu-
able lessons and fills loneliness a great
dedl.

Develop your tlents or further your
education. (Although developing your
killsand persondlity can hepmakeyou
aredly attractive person who others
would want to marry, thebenefitsgo far
beyondthat.) Usethe Feast totravel and
meet brethren from around the world.
Adopt a Church family to spend time
with. It doeshelp to have the empathet-
ic ear of someonein your congregation.
But the best solution of dl isto pray.
Who better than God to help you
throughthelondly times, andleadyouto
theright person at theright time? un

The author asked that her name be
withheld.

“GN Radio,” continued from page 9

nia. Our broadcast airs each Sunday
morning a 6 am., andwehopetomove
to a 6:30 am. airtime within severa
weeks.

The San Diego marketisranked 15th
on ascale of 276 Arbitron markets. Its
metropolitan area population is over
2,800,000. KFMB-AM radio isranked
three out of 27 San Diego areaAM/FM
Sationsand hasavery good listener rat-
ing at thisairtime. KFMB has alarge
broadcast radius including a nighttime
interference-free zone that covers the
entire Sen Diego areaand reachesasfar
northasLosAngeles.

Our programasojust beganaringon
50,000-watt news'talk station KXEL
1540 AM in Waterloo, lowa, a 10:15
Saturday nights. After dusk, its signal
canreachinto severd midwestern states

andinto Mexico and at least four Cana
dian provinces Weareinlineto shift to
adightly earlier airtime as soon as it
becomesavailable.

Another station recently added is
50,000-watt WWVA 1170 AM in
Wheeling, West Virginia. The station
cdlsitsdf “The Big One’ sinceitssig-
nd canreachinto 18 statesand six Canar
dian provincesafter dusk. Our program
isnow airing on Monday mornings at
12:30 am. Although thisis not an opti-
mal airtime, we hopeto reach anumber
of “night owls” In fact, we were very
pleased when our firgt airing produced
nineresponses.

Also added to our station log is 80-
year-old news/talk station WSYR 570
AM inSyracuse, NewYork. Syracuseis
the75thranked market onascaeof 276
Arbitron markets. WSYR features talk
show hogts Rush Limbaugh, Dr. Laura

Schlesinger, Sam Donadsonand others
initsdally lineup. Inaranking of Syra-
cuseareaAM and FM stations, WSY R-
AM isranked number oneout of 19 dur-
ingthisairtime.

Itssignal hasabroadcast radiusof up
to 75 miles. It reaches across Lake
Ontario into the province of Ontario in
Canada. Our broadcast airs each Satur-
day evening a 10 p.m.

We aso have arranged for 15 no-
charge, 30-second promotiona com-
mercials per week as a run-up to our
program. Additionally, wearerunning
al5-second “tag” at the conclusion of
each broadcast. The promotiona com-
mercias and the tag, designed to
encouragecitizensin both Canadaand
the United States to listen and
respond, were prepared by David
Palmer, pastor of the Vancouver,
British Columbia, congregationand a

former professional radio announcer.

Radio Monitors

How doweknow our radio programs
alr properly on eachradio station? Unit-
ed relies on asmall army of volunteer
monitorswho arewillingtoligentothe
programs each week. From coast-to-
coast, brethren tune-in during various
eveningsand mornings, tomakesurethe
programbeingairedisthecorrectone,is
not preempted, starts on time, is not
interrupted by other programming and
endswithout being cut off.

United has saved hundreds of dollars
duetothediligent effortsof our monitors
who have reported discrepancies for
which we have been rembursed by the
gations. Wewant to express our speciad
thanks to al the monitors who have
servedfaithfully over thelast 21/2years.

Currently the following brethren

serveasvolunteer radio program mon-
itors: Marty Turkiewicz for WBEN
930 AM, Buffalo, New York; Gene
Josephsen for WIMK 104.3 FM,
Chicago, Illinois; Robert Teitgen for
WKRC 550 AM, Cincinnati, Ohio;
Rolland Olmsted for WIBC 1070AM,
Indianapolis, Indiana; Carol Huston
for KCMO 710AM, KansasCity, Mis-
souri; Raymond Epperson for WREC
600 AM, Memphis, Tennessee; Mau-
rice Ledet for WWL 870 AM, New
Orleans, Louisiana; Judy Henry for
KQV 1410 AM, Pittsburgh, Pennsyl-
vania; Jack Bellstein for WSYR 570
AM, Syracuse, New York; Larry Sharp
for KFMB 760 AM, San Diego, Cali-
fornia; James Capo for KGMS 940
AM, Tucson, Arizong; Bill and Gayle
Baylor for KXEL 1540AM, Waterloo,
lowa; and Art Gablefor WWVA 1170
AM, Wheseling, West Virginia. un
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“This Is the Will of God”

m The Bible lists three
specific actions we can do
that fulfill the “will of God.”

by Robert Curry

“Therefore do not be unwise, but
understand what the will of the Lord
is” the apostle Paul exhortsusin Eph-
esans5:17. It should encourage usthat
Paul saidwecanknow thewill of God!

Of course, God gave us the entire
Bible as a written expression of His
will. Just asanindividua prepares his
“last will and testament” to dictate to
any beneficiarieswheat their inheritance
will be, so God bequeathed usHisOld
and New Testaments explaining how
we can inherit HisKingdom.

An old joke goes, “Wheretheré'sa
will, there'sarelative” With God'swill,
the result will be glorified sons and
daughtersin Hisfamily! “The reading
of thewill”—rather thantaking placea
a specia meeting where potential
inheritors find out from a lawyer
whether they received anything—
needs to be something we do daily. In
fact, morethan just reading the Old and
New Testaments, the Biblemakesclear
we need to study them thoroughly and
livethem.

For example, let's focus now on
three versesin the New Testament that
contain the words, “this is the will of
God.” It'sasif Godwasthinking, “How
can| makethisso plainthey can’t pos-
sibly missit!”

All three verses express powerful
concepts about God's mind-set, pur-
posesand desiresthat arevital for ason
or daughter of God to practice at al
times. All three require diligent and
zealousaction.

Give Thanks

“In everything give thanks; for this
isthe will of God in Christ Jesus for
you,” ingtructed Paul in 1 Thessaloni-
ans5:18.

Thelifelong chalengehereistogive

month. Nothing likethat had ever hap-
pened before.

November started off the same
numbing way, and we could only joke
about how we shouldn't have asked
specificaly for a“good” renter!

Since | was aready preparing this
article, | began to surmise that one of
the reasons for the trial might be to
learn somethingworth sharing withthe

It's hard to always be thankful in
the midst of a trial

entire readership. You'll have to judge
but | think it'sadoozy:

Oneday Isaiah 58:11 jumped out a
me with a comforting promise: “The
Lord will guide you continually, and
satisfy your soul in drought.”

Wait aminute! Fire up the flagging
faith! This promise was for God's
beloved children in drought. And God
wasn't frantic to get them out of it!
After al, Heinspired Peter to sate that
the"genuinenessof your faith,” though
“tested by fire)” is more precious than
gold (1 Peter 1.7)—in this case, rentad
income!

While | had dlipped into thinking
Godwasn't closeand invol ved because
there was no renter in sight, actually
Godwasintimately near al dong. Can
Heget any closer than living in us?

Andjust aslsaiah promised, God was
guiding us continualy while the house
remained unoccupied. When the three
prospective renters had applied, | had

If we have started our prayers with praising God's name, we have made
a good start at being in harmony with God's will.

thanks in al circumstances. Are we
redlly ready for that?

| thought | was prepared when my
family returned from enjoying aweek
of sermons and fellowship celebrating
the Feast of Tabernaclesin late Sep-
tember, basking in asoaring attitude of
gratitude, pumped from the messages
and full of optimism.

But arriving home, we learned that
oneof our rentershad moved out while
wewereaway, still owing usrent. That
hurt, but we dutifully went about the
business of looking for a new renter,
which usually took one to two weeks.
Sinceit wasat the prime rental time of
the end of the month, we confidently
expected anew and better renter soon.

But quickly September breezed by
and then October dlipped away with
nobody closingaded. Infact, weonly
received about three calls the entire

seenHishandincircumstancesand dis-
cernment, leading usto turn them away.
Somehow wewerestill paying our hills.
Insum, weweredtill living avery abun-
dantly blessed lifel Now, though till no
renter in sight, my soul felt the satisfac-
tion God aways has available for us
whether unemployed, unable to find a
mate, battling a disease or whatever
might thresten to “ separate us from the
loveof Christ” (Romans 8:35-39).

After learning this important per-
spective, | “knew” thetrial wassoonto
end, and sure enough, on the night
before Thanksgiving we were blessed
with some renters. They appear to be
good ones!

Actually it'sin the good times that
we are paradoxically most likely to
neglect giving thanks and forget God.
Hewarnsin Deuteronomy 8:11-17 that
when we have “eaten and arefull,” we

aremore likely to “say in [our] heart,
‘My power and the might of my hand
have gained methisweslth.”

Inthemodel prayer Christ gave, we
are taught to start our prayers by ha-
lowing God'sname (Matthew 6:9). The
next big section asks for God's King-
dom to come and His will to be done,
on earth asin heaven (verse 10). If we
have started our prayers with praising
God'sname, wehavemadeagood start
at being in harmony with God'swill.

Men especialy should note that the
instruction hereismorethan just being
thankful but actualy progressingtothe
point of vocalizing it. We believe we
are thankful for our wives and other
womeninour lifeand think, sincethey
are noted for their powers of observa
tion, surely they see how thankful we
arewithout us saying anything syrupy,
doppy or downright mushy! Thankful-
ly we know from helpful lectures, ser-
mons and our women telling us that
they need to hear our words of thank-
fulness. Truly, when thanksare spoken,
they areexperienced morefully by both
recipient and giver.

When | asked my daughter, Heather,
age 11, what she thought of fulfilling
God'swill by giving thanks, she bub-
bled, “I always start out my prayers
withthanksto God!” That givesagrate-
ful dad something else to be thankful
for!

Abstain From Sexual
Immorality

“For this is the will of God, your
sanctification: that you should abstain
from sexual immorality,” Paul wrotein
1Thessdonians4:3.

Why abstain? Sexua immoraity
leaves physical, mental, emotional and
spiritua stains that we want to avoid.
Even though the carnal (fleshly) mind
is enmity against God (Romans 8:7)
and especially doesn’t want anybody
telling it what to do regarding sex
(Romans 1:28), it till strives to avoid
the bad effects that naturaly follow
from wrong choices.

Even more than being sexualy
moral to enjoy good results, Paul says
we should do it for the privilege of

Self-control also comes through
spiritual action—choosing to deny
the selfish urges. Though we get
tired of hearing it, we must choose
daily to avoid TV and movies that
promote sexual immorality.

being sanctified—set apart—as a son
or daughter of God with abreathtaking
future in the family and Kingdom of
God.

I ~

He adds that we must know how to
possessour own vessdl insanctification
and honor, not in passion of lust (1
Thessalonians 4:4-5). How do we
acquire thisknow-how? Godly educa-
tional materials motivate us to rededi-
cate ourselvesto the highest standards
of God, which bring fulfilling results.

Self-control aso comesthrough spir-
itual action—choosingto deny thesdf-
ish urges. Though we get tired of hear-
ing it, we must choose daily to avoid
TV and movies that promote sexua
immorality. And now, the powerful
evilson the Internet, no longer content
just to lurk in the shadows, invade our
inbox and sometimes jump right into
our faces. Inheriting God'sKingdomis
serioushusiness, not to betoyed withor
compromised.

As Glen White, United Church of
God pastor of Cagary, Alberta, put it
sowell during arecent sermonin Den-
ver, Colorado, “What a waste of time
snig”

Doing Good
“For thisis the will of God, that by
doing good you may put to silence the

Doing good includes serving the elderly, as campers in Australia did this year

= ol

anything to help the hungry, thirsty,
naked and those in prison (Matthew
25:35)?

Stop reading right now and ask God
to help you do something good for
somebody. Because somebody you
know needsyour help now.

In 2 Corinthians 8, the apostle Paul
stirred up the membersin Corinth by
spotlighting the tremendous example
of theMacedoniansin supplying relief
for those in famine in Jerusalem. He
pinpoints some key components of the
doing-good process. Weflesh them out
by applying them:

Despite“great trial of ffliction” and
“deep poverty,” the Macedonians
“abounded in the riches of their liber-
aity” (verse 2). Do we have it that
tough? Do we go above and beyond?

The Macedonians did! “Beyond
thelr ability, they were freely willing”
(verse3).

“With much urgency” (verse4).

What was the foundation of their
generosity? “They first gave them-
selvestotheL ord, andthento usby the
will of God” (verse5).

Just as we must actually progress

Stop reading right now and ask God to help you do something good for
somebody. Because somebody you know needs your help now.

ignoranceof foolish men,” says1 Peter
2:15. Inverse 12 Peter explainsthat we
must conduct ourselves honorably
among unbelievers, despite knowing
they are prone to speak against us as
evildoers. Why bother? Peter says
because of our good works they
observe, they will “glorify God in the
day of visitation.” If we fulfill God's
will now by doing good, many will
makeupthe*” great multitudewhich no
one could number” (Revelation 7:9)
and fulfill Hiswill by giving thanks!
The great worldwide work God has
called His Church to do isreally done
one person at a time. You, helping
someone else. Are we waiting for big
deeds when many just need a cup of
water (Mark 9:41)?Areweredlly doing

from being thankful to actualy giving
thanks, sowemust proceed fromwant-
ingtodogoodtoactualy doingit. “But
now you also must completethe doing
of it: that as there was a readiness to
desireit, so there dso may be a com-
pletion out of what you have’ (verse
11).

For the privilegeof being called now
and set apart as God's children, we
rededicate oursalvesto chooseeach day
to fulfill God's will by giving thanks,
abstaining from sexua immorality and
doing good. Freely willing and urgent
about it, we appreciate the blessings
that come now but especialy later
whenweinherit the Kingdom prepared
for usfromthefoundation of theworld
(Matthew 25:34). un

Recommended Reading

God gave usthe entire Bible as awritten expression of Hiswill. The book-
let How to Understand the Biblelooks at keysto learning about and applying
this precious gift. See www.ucg.org/booklets to read or download a copy of
How to Understand the Bible or to request afree copy through the mail.
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Treasure
Digest

I Know All That Stuff, So
Why Do | Still Need to
Study?

You've studied the Bible for years and years.
You've read the Bible many times over, so why
do you need to study anymore?

Over time, God's ingtructions and His ways
fade in our minds. We live in aworld that inun-
dates usin seductive messages, inducements and
enticements. Wemust counterba ancethe congtant
pull away from God and Hisways. And we need
much more than one sermon aweek, if weareto
grow.

We need Bible study much as we need daily
food (Matthew 4:4). Studying the Bible provides
thefuel for spiritual growth—and keepsusstrong
0 that we can resist the
wiles of the adver-
say.

Jesus warned us
that the end time
would belikethedays
of Noah and of Lot—
reveling in violence
and materia pursuits
totheexclusion of God
(Luke17:26-28). What
chance have we of sur-
viving spiritualy in such an age if we don't fill
our mindswith God'sthoughts?It'snot enoughto
fondly recollect what food tastes like—we must
have some of thered thing regularly!

If Bible study has become dreary for you, ask
God to give you afresh love for His Word. One
technique is to study out an inspiring subject—
liketheheding of theworld at thereturn of Christ.
| dways have to break out abox of tissuesto dry
my eyeswhen | read about how terribleit will be
inthetribulation and how wondrousthe healing of
all of humanity’shurtswill be. Reread | saiah and
Revelation, and remember why we are urged to
pray, “Thy kingdom come!”

Another technique is to jot down notes about
any interesting bitsyou come acrosswhile study-
ing. | have athree-ring binder with jottingsin it,

organized by subject. This comes in handy later
when | want to study asubject.

Also remember that studying God's Word is
preparation for service—it is part of being ready
to give an answer to those who ask, and to teach
and encourage those God has called.

When you study to beof serviceto others, your
Bible study will be ajoy and you'll be guarding
your mind against the adversary.

Jay Turner

The Blessing \

ZEd

The Blessing by Gary r-an
Smalley and John Trent T
(published by Thomas
Nelson Inc. in 1985) y‘ E‘

ﬁ‘-*_“)'
andhowthey cansufferby | =k
not receiving this. It ST
explains how we can =————————
bestow this blessing on anyone we comein con-
tact with, but especially our own beloved children
and grandchildren.

Theblessingishased onfiveeementshuilding
one upon the other and isbacked by examplesin
Scripture such as I saac blessing Jacob and Jesus
blessing thelittle children.

M eaningful touch. The symbolic meaning of
touch even in today’s society is expressed by our
granddaughters when they proclaim that they
want Grandma.to hold them.

Spoken words. A grest way for grandparents
to dothisand to aso tieit into the third element,
expressing high value, is in bestowing your
grandchild with aspecial name, such as“ Grand-
ma'sBundleof Joy” or “Grandma's Ray of Sun-
shine” Both of my little granddaughters know
their own special name and call themselves by it
quite often.

Picturingaspecial future. Thankfully wecan
point our children to God's Kingdom throughout
theyear and especialy at Feast time.

Active commitment. This includes commit-
ting our children to God and committing our lives
to their best interest. This means being willing to
learntheir uniqueneeds, talents, abilitiesand inter-
estsand seeing to it that they are able to develop
theseasfully aspossible. Many examplesabound
of parentswho sacrificefor yearssothat their chil-
dren can be figure skating champions like Tara
Lipinski or Todd Eldredge, for example.

Marilyn Braley

explainstheneedthat chil- |
drmofallagesha/eforthei |
L

approval of their parents

Q&A: My Spouse Is Not
in the Church

Does United have any literature to comfort
and advise memberswhose spouses are not in
theChurch?

| don't know of any specific bookletsor articles
on that subject. Your best source of comfort and
advicewould likely come from counsel with your
pastor. He knows you and your situation best and
may well have met your mate, too. If you haveany
particular questionsor issues, itwould behelpful to
arrange an gppointment with him.

One of the difficultiesin publishing articles on
this subject is that every relationship and circum-
stanceisunigque, making it difficult to offer gener-
dized encouragement. But there are some princi-
plesthat may behelpful. Threekeystodedingwith
thiskind of Situation are communication, respect
and example.

Regarding communication, it's important that
you and your mate each be able to express what
you believe and why it's important to you. You
shouldn't try to change each other’s minds—that
can lead to an argument. But it will relieve the Sit-
ugtion of somedtressif you can both spesk calmly
and openly about your beliefs.

Secondly, even though you and your mate have
different beliefs, it isimportant that each of you
respects the other and the other’s beliefs. A grest
dedl of stresscomesintoarelationshipif either dis-
regardsor ridiculestheother’ sheliefs. For example,
your spouse may continue to observe traditional
holidays(suchasChristmas). That may put astrain
onyou, Snceyou nolonger believein those obser-
vances—hut it would be unproductive and unnec-
essarily stressful to try to force your mate to not
obsarve those days. By the same token, he or she
can accept and respect your decisionto observethe
Sebbath and the annual festivals.

The third genera principle is your persona
example. Peter’singtruction is given to wives, but
the principle holds true for husbands as well:
“Wives, likewise, be submissive to your own hus-
bands, that evenif somedo not obey theword, they,
without aword, may bewon by the conduct of their
wives when they observe your chaste conduct
accompanied by fear” (1 Peter 3:1).

Peter points out thet the most important thing for
youtodoinyour circumstanceistocontinuetobethe
best, most loving, responsiveand respectful husband
or wifeyou can (seedso 1 Peter 37 and Ephesians
5:21). Your mate may well be “won over” by your

conduct becauseheor she seesthat your new under-
gandingand beliefsarehd ping you becomean even
better hushand or wife.

Along that line, it might aso help if your mate
has contact with the Church so he or she can
become acquainted with the members. He or she
may bewilling to come to Sabbath and Holy Day
serviceswith you occasionally and attend the con-
gregation’ssocia events. Hopefully your matewill
seethat our pastorsand membersarefriendly, rea
sonableand “norma” people.

You may aso find it helpful to talk about your
Situation with otherswhose spouses are not mem-
bers. They may have specific suggestionsand rec-
ommendations based on their own experiences.

| respect your commitment to your calling and
new understanding. I’m confident God will con-
tinueto blessyour efforts.

DonHenson

Quotable Quotes

“The best angle from which to approach any
problemisthetry-angle” (anonymous).

“Anideanot coupled with action will never get
any higger thanthebrain cell it occupied” (Arnold
Glasow).

“I hope | shall possess firmness and virtue
enough to maintain what | consider the most envi-
able of al titles, the character of an honest man”
(George Washington).

Anthony Pacdlli

“How We Make the Night
to Be Much Observed
Special”

A reader wrotewiththissuggestion: “ Itwould be
niceif acal went out tothebrethrento sendintheir
‘How We Make the Night to Be Much Observed
Specid.’ | am surethere are some wonderful ideas
out there—it would be niceif we could sharewith
oneancther” We'd al loveto hear your idead!

Share Your Treasures!

Do you have any short items of biblical wisdom,
humor or practical information thet you would liketo
sharein thissection? Or if you have any suggestions,
plessecontact United News PO. Box 541027, Cindin-
nati, OH 45254-1027 or mike_bennett@uog.org.

Letters

No Longer Too Far-Fetched

| trust Godisblessingyou, and | pray
Hewill continueto. | am renewing my
subscription to your Bible Sudy
Course; aswell, | am sending you a
contribution to aid in your efforts
toward God'swork.

| must admit that yearsago | put your
literature down. | stopped reading it
because | said to myself that what is
writteninyour publication, The United
Sates and Britain in Prophecy, will
never happen; it is too far-fetched.
Then, with the World Trade Center
bombings Sept. 11, it al beganto come
together and make sense. It is agood
thing | had been knowledgeable about
your teachings so that | knew whereto
go for direction.

| now know that your teachings

about the Lord are true and unalloyed
as the Word of God says they should
be.

Aslong as | have been contributing,
God hasbeen placing prosperity inmy
handseven though | have no regular or
steady job.

Cdlifornia

Wants to Observe
Unleavened Bread

Firgt, | want to thank you for the cas-
sette tapes you have mailed me. They
arereally informative. Also, thank you
for al the past help in answering my
many questions.

| would like to observe the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. At present | am not
achurch member, but would liketo be
obedient to theWord.

My husband is not a believer and
would expect meto cook food that has
leavening in it. How should | handle
this? Or how do | observe the Feast?

Again, thanksfor al of your help.

Internet

Romanian Keeps the
Sabbath

| livein Timisoara, Romania. | would
liketoknow if thereisany congregation
of UCGinmy area. A few monthago |
garted tokeepthehiblica Sabbeth, and
| would like to meet other people that
keep the Sabbath too.

Romania

Bible Study Course Helping
Three Generations
Please do renew my membership

to the Bible Sudy Course. This is
very important because while | was
still reading lesson 1, my husband
picked it up and beganreadingit, and
we would often discuss what we had
read and look up the passagesin the
Bible.

What is even better, my grown
daughter, whohasnot beento churchin
many years, picked it up and started
asking questions too. Her 17-year-old
son, who has been in alot of trouble,
having been expelled from schooal, etc,
was With her. He just sat there at first
with a bored impatience, but as we
talked, hefinally becameinterested and
joined the discussion. | gave them my
first lesson because my husband and |
were finished with it—although there
aretimesthat | wish | till had it sothat

| could refer back to thingsthat werein
it. However, it has gone to better use
thisway.
| have not quite finished lesson 2
because | look up al the readings as
you suggested as well as other things
that comeupinour discussions. | think
this lesson will have some very good
explanations for things my grandson
wasasking aswell.
Maryland

Lettersmay be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sug-
gestions to improve United News
are welcome. Mail to: United
News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincin-
nati, OH 45254-1027, or E-mail
mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Some images © 2003 www.clipart.com
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Church Teen
Excels in Track

Brandon Smith of the Birmingham,
Alabama, congregation ismaking quite
aname for himsalf and letting his light
shine as well. This young man has
becomeoneof thebest distancerunners
in the sate, and yet he keeps the Sab-
bath. Most mgor high school track
meetstake place on Saturday.

Brandon, a graduating senior who
tuns18thismonth, attendsasmall Divi-
son 1A school in east Alabama. There
areonly 250t0 300 studentsin gradesK
through 12, and Brandon is the only
runner on the school’s track team. But
being thelone runner racing against the
big schools hasn't dowed him down.

Hehaswon 10 state championshipsin
the 1,600-meter (1-mile), 3,200-meter
(2-mile) and 5,000-meter (3.1-mile)
events. He holds the state 2-A mile
record set asasophomore. Hewastwice
awarded the most valuable track and
fidd athletein Divisions 1-4A. In addi-
tiontobeing sdected tothed|-gatetrack
and field and cross-country teams for
four years, Brandon is currently ranked
asthe fourth best 2-miler in the state's
history in al divisions and holds the
fastest 2-mile time of the year set in
MobileinApril. All of thisand Brandon
doesnot—will not—run onthe Sabbath.

A number of college coaches were
interested in Brandon until they learned
how serious he was about not running
on the Sabbath. Several coaches, meet
directors and a lot of parents have
expressed admiration for Brandon's
stance, admitting the rarity of what he
seemstobewillingtogiveupfor hisreli-
gious convictions. Some of the coaches
stated how much they respect him for
his convictions, but that they had been
forced to make certain compromisesin
thepast with someof their convictionsin
order to participate in some of the col-
lege programs.

Four universities seemed ready to
confer scholarship offersto Brandon. All
withdrew consideration after being told
about the Sebbathissueexcept one, Mis-
Sissippi State University. The coaches
there were soimpressed that they com-
mitted to doing whatever they had to do
towork it out for Brandon.

He was Mississippi State's number
one Alabamarecruit. He was offered a
track and field scholarship and an addi-
tional academic scholarship and accept-
edwiththesigning of anational letter of
intentinApril.

His college godls, in addition to an
engineering degree, are to run asub-4
minutemileby theend of hissophomore
year. Long-term hewantsto competefor
adot on the U.S. Olympic Marathon
Team. A ot of the marathon quaifying
racesare held on Sunday.

His father, Robert Smith, says Bran-
don is very quiet about his beliefs. He
said he has encouraged Brandon but
alowed himtowrestlewith the Sabbath
issueon hisown. A couple of yearsago
Brandon made the firm decision to put

God firgt in this. Brandon's example
spesksvolumesto othersfacing smilar
Stuations: fix afirmgod, trainvery hard,

Brandon Smith runs at Alabama Indoor
State Championship (photo by Steve
Bedsole, Maximum Sports.net)

placeyour beliefsaboveyour other pur-
suitsand let God work it out.
Bruce Gore

Dallas Introduces
New Development
Program

After serviceson April 5, 106 mem-
bersof the Dalascongregation gathered
to experience a brand-new program
caled the Christian Development
Forum, with “Building Better Bridges:
What It Tekes to Be a Closer Spiritua
Family” asthethemefor theevening.

After adelicious barbecue dinner,
Doug Horchak, thepastor of theDal-
las and Sherman, Texas, congrega:

tions, introduced attendees to some of
the reasons why the new program was
created. He pointed out that the princi-
pal motivator wasto find away to apply
the principle of “equipping the sants’
(Ephesians 4:12-13). He explained that
the Chrigtian Development Forumisan
opportunity for the membership to dis-
cussand present conceptsand Strategies
that relate to various Christian-living
topics with the idea of persond devel-
opment, relevance and application in
mind.

At the end of his introduction, Mr.

Horchak spent alittletimelooking a the
different goasfor the program, includ-
ing the application of known adult-
learning principles such as the need to
invite participantsto share their experi-
encesand to createresults.

For the balance of the meeting, host
Eric Mohr introduced the various ses-
sion leaders and encouraged attendees
to see themselves more as figurative
bridge engineers who continue to
explore and gpply variouswaysto con-
nect more effectively with othersin the
congregation. Steve Andreas showed
attendeesafew of thewaysinwhichto
communicatemoreeffectively with desf
membersin his brief session, “Desf in
the Family.”

Intheir respectivesessions, “Milk and
Meat” and*“Teking It Home” discussion
leeders Phil Sendilands and Al Garrett
used smdll- and large-group discussions
to encourage attendeesto explore bibli-
cal principles and apply their experi-
encesand suggestions. SpeskersBren-
daSzymkowiak and Joe Hansen shared
their suggestions on how to build more
effectivebridgesto other peopleintheir
gpeeches” Have PatiencewithMée” and
“Fdlowship: Noun or Verb?’

In the “ Specid Feature” session, Kit
Mohr shared Hispanic cultural values
such as familismo (the importance of
family) and respeto (knowing one's
place) to encourage Anglo brethren to
connect moreeffectively tother Latino
brothersand sters.

After arequest for atendeesto vol-
unteer for future meetings and to com-
plete an evduation form, Mr. Horchak
concluded theevening by reminding the
participants that they really should not
put off until tomor-
row the changesin
felowship behavior
that need attention
¢

Eric Mohr

Kit Mohr presents the “Special
Feature” during the first Christian
Development Forum in Dallas April 5
(photos by Phil Dick)

ABC Students and
Members Help
Heart Association

On Sunday, March 30, 17 ABC stu-
dents and nine other Church members
braved freezing westher to serve on the
course of the American Heart Associa
tion's Heart Mini-Marathon. There we

served hoth water and encouragement
to parched and weary walkers. Eddie
Foster showed outstanding service by
running at and after somemarathon par-
ticipantswithwater in hand. Robert Teit-
gen climbed up a water truck to help
install a sign for the 5K turn-around
point. Jane McConnaughey cleared our
part of the course of used paper cups.
At firs therewerejust afew walkers
here and there, and we began to wonder
how much of a service we were redly
offering in our

were dimmed, candles were lit and
Reachel Lueckeplayed soft pianomusic,
al in order to set the scene for the
seniors entrance. Two by two the
seniors camein ether escorted by their
mates or by young men in the congre-
gation. Each couplewasthen seated and
dinner was served.

Firs theteenswent around with appe-
tizers while the preteens served drinks
and the younger children served dinner
rolls. Each senior was presented with a

assigned  area
Then we looked
down the hill at
thefar end of the
street and saw a
huge mass of
people, reminis-
cent of the
|gradlites leaving
Egypt, coming
towards us. We
prepared quickly,

of cups of water.
Whileafew of the
volunteers were
nearly trampled by thethrong, we man-
aged to deliver the water to dehydrated
walkersand runners.

A locd radio DJ provided acongtant
variety of dance music, dlowing usto
creatively entertain and support the
marathon walkers. It was wonderful to
seethehuman spirit at work: tired walk-
ers who sowly approached the water
dationdongthecourseleftwithasmile
ontheir facesand adanceinthelr steps.
Some even took the two lines of cheer-

ing supportersbearing water asadance
line and joined in the fun with some
lighthearted boogie. Our serviceto the
walkerswasimmediately rewarded; the
fruits of our efforts were obvious as
walkers smiled and thanked us for the
water and laughed &t our antics.

A wonderful day wastopped off with
pizzaand fellowship a Gary and Jane
McConnaugheys gpartment.

Cindy Gore

Bismarck Holds
Senior Appreciation
Day

On Saturday, Jan. 11, the Bismarck,
North Dakota, congregation honoredits
grestest asset—itssenior members. The
day of appreciation started with Sabbath
savicesand asermonetteby aloca dea
con, Raph Redline. He pointed out that
the seniors of the Church are the great-
ext assetswepossessand that weneed to
thank them for their perseverance, their
joy, their prayers and their example. If
wefollow the example of theelderly in
our local congregations, then we will
remain faithful to God for the yearsto
come.

To further show our appreciation, the
congregation put together a dinner for
the seniors. A large table was set in the
middle of the dining hall. The lights

e at a special dinner and entertainment to honor them, prepared
filling table tops by the younger adults and youth. From left: Otto Lennick,
full of hundreds | even Reiger, Gladys Reiger, Hilda Spitzer, Barb Hoover,

Burty Daly, Vern Hoover, Ruth Johnson, Opal Gardner, Lyla
VanOrman, Forrest VanOrman (photo by Paul Luecke)

menu sothat heor shecould makeselec-
tionsfromthefollowing: turkey, mashed
potatoes, green bean casserole, cranber-
ry relish, uffing and gravy. After every-
one had been served this sumptuous
feast, there was, of course, dessert. For
this specid event a cake was ordered,
adorned with festiveblueand silver ros-
e

To top off the evening, the youth put
together some entertainment. Every
young person in the congregation con-
tributed. Chad Johnson sang “Tonight's
theNight” withhismother, Anna. Marie
Freije played a piano solo and Britton
Redline strummed a guitar solo. Chad,
Wyatt, Cort and Travis Johnson along
with their mother performed a skit
named “Cinderella” Sara Luecke
played apiano solo and Amber Schulz
sang “Castle on a Cloud.” Chad John-
sonplayedatrumpet soloand SaraFrei-
je played a clarinet solo. Brandon and
Devin Schulzranthesound system. This
section of the evening was emceed by
Ryan Luecke and was thoroughly
enjoyed by dl.

The success of the Senior Apprecia
tion Day was s0 gregtly enjoyed by the
seniorsthat oneremarked, “ You should
do this every week!” We will certainly
continueto show our seniorshow much
we appreciatethem.

SaraJ. Freje

Tennessee Kids
Make Cards for
Shut-Ins

Y-MADE (YouthsMaking A Differ-
ence Everywhere) involves the youth
(ages 3 to 12) of the Nashville and
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, congrega-
tions in a card-making program every
other Sabbath. Handmade cards are
mailed to locd shut-insand sick or iso-
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lated brethren from other areasswhenan
addressisavailable. BecauseY-MADE
only requiresbasic suppliesand limited
supervision, it is simple enough for
every member to become involved.
Members also get to know our youth
better and that is building a bond
between generations.

Todarttheprogram, weassembled a
corkboard with pictures and names of
our local shut-insto dlow everyone to
become familiar with members who
aren't seenregularly. A notebook iskept
with prayer request namesand alog is
maintained and updated regularly. The
logalowseveryoneto seetheanswer to
prayers when there is a hedling. And
health updates are given at the sessions.

Prefolded card stock is kept on hand
and passed out to each child, dong with
a weekly topic (such as snowflakes,
music, flowers, hirds, the Holy Days,
etc.). Children can look aheed at topics
and bring itemsthey wish to add to their
cards. The volunteer supervisor for the
week is dso free to bring items to
enhancethesubject. Mainly, though, we
rely primarily on the children’sartwork
for each theme. Members are dso
encouraged to donatecraft suppliesthey
may haveat home, such astrim, buttons
or cloth.

Cards are constructed, messages
added and then they aremailed out with
sermon tapesto theloca shut-ins.

The children love making the cards
and fed areal senseof connection with
the people they have heard and prayed
about. Thisisawin/win program asour
shut-ins receive cheerful cards twice a
month and our children and adults are
drawn together.

Theprogram hashad three successful
months of operation. It is our wish that
our treasured members who are unable
to attend services with us will redlize
what animportant part of God'sChurch
they are, and that they are not forgotten.
If you would like more information on
how to start your own Y-MADE pro-
gram, please fed free to contact Shari
Fooshe at threemmom@juno.com.

Shari Fooshe

Orlando Holds
Second Winter
Campout

Jan. 3through 5 ahearty and intrepid
group of 76 brethrenbraved “cold” tem-

— bl.

Braden Veller demonstrates being a
lively stone by using real rocks at
Orlando Winter Campout Jan. 4

peratures (by Horida sstandards) inthe
30s at night and 60s during the day to
enjoy God's creation and a diverse
schedule of events that enabled maxi-
mum opportunities for fun and fellow-
ship.

Organized by the Orlando congrega-
tion, brethren camefromall over Centra
Foridatoexperiencea“ changeof pace”’
and draw closer together in these diffi-
cult times at the Pine Lakes Retreat
Campground. Family-oriented meals
were served around ablazing campfire.

Sebbath gaveusall achancetoreflect
on what's redly important. Services
were conducted by Braden Veller, an
elder from Tampa, ontheimportance of
beinga“lively” rock that God canwork
withtobuild Histemple, theChurch. His
liveaction demonstrationonhow toand
how not to shape rocks kept the young
peoplegluedto hispresentation. Thefly-
ing fragments and sparks added anice
touchand motivated everyonetokeepat
asgfedistance.

Youth classes focused on gpprecia-
ing God and His creation, while the
adults played a Bible game to test their
knowledge of Scrip-
ture. Everyone enjoy-
edanippy hay rideand
a rousing sing-along
Saturday evening.

Family games on
Sunday morning pro-
vided a hilarious
opportunity to see the
“red”  competitive
nature of the players
while trying the egg
toss, water baloon
throw and a multitude of races. God
blessed thewesther asthedayswarmed
up and dlowed everyone to experience
the out-of-doors, forgetting for the
moment the cares of thisworld. A chal-
lenging game of Biblegolf rounded out
theday’sevents.

Everyoneleft exhausted but renewed
inspirit and looking forward to the next
adventurein camping.

Greg and Kathy Johnson

Potluck Honors
Jack and Wilma
Williams

Wilma and Jack Williams (photo by
Deborah Hedges)

After Sabbath services on Jan. 25,
before a specia potluck meal, Fort
Smith, Bentorvilleand Mena, Arkansas,
pastor Roger West presented a crysta
plaque to Jack and Wilma Williamsin
honor of their yearsof serviceinthemin-
istry.

TheWilliamsfirst attended the Feast
of Tabernacles in Big Sandy, Texas, in

1955. FromMuse, Oklahoma, Jack and
Wilmaand their four children moved to
Oklahoma City, where Jack was
ordained anelder in 1969. Then Jack and
Wilmamoved to centra Oregon, where
they servedintheministry 21 years. Jack
worked in farming and was employed
part-time by the Church.

Jeck attended the Indianapolis meet-
ingsat theinceptionof UCG. Inthesum-
mer of 1995 Jack and Wilma moved
back to their farm near Muse, Okla
homa, where they raise cattle. The
Williams attend the Mena, Arkansas,

congregation.
Bob Hedge

Cincinnati
Celebrates 40th
Anniversary

The Cincinnati North and East con-
gregations combined for services Feb.
22 at the home office to celebrate the
40th anniversary of the Church of God

Above, some of those
who attended the first
service in Cincinnati in

formed by youngsters, Aliciaand Alli-
sonRiley, Joshand SamanthaCook and
Briana Evans, warmed the audience's
heart, asdid the children’s choir perfor-
manceof “Snow Day.”

The evening concluded with Ed
Smithsinging“ Dear Heart” tohiswife,
Angie.

Janet Treadway

The information is vital to help our
young people make intelligent deci-
sions, sothat they canclearly prove God
and cregtion for themselvesand be able
toexplainitto peers.

More information about Mr.
Mendez's seminarsis available on his
Wieb site a www.ucglive.com/noa.

Karen Allwine

Noah's Ark/Early
Man Seminar
Presented in
Spokane

The Spokane, Washington/Post
Falls, 1daho, UCG congregation hosted
the Noah's Ark/Early Man Seminar
presented by Arnold Mendez Jan. 17
and 18, 2003. Mr. Mendez presented a
teen Bible study on Jan. 17. Thefol-
lowing day Mr. Mendez presented his
informationinadouble-serviceformat.
Visitors included members from
around the state of Washington and
Good News subscribers in the area
werealso invited.

Mr. Mendez began themorning ses-
sion by explaining that evolution is not
atheory because atheory is based on
fact. Hedefinestheideaof evolutionas
aphilosophy because a philosophy is
based on man'’sidess, but oftenwithout
factsto support theideas.
Mr. Mendez explained
that someof hisinforma:
tion is speculative, but
that heencouragespeople
in the seminar to think
about what issaid.

i i The morning session

1963; right, Ed Smith, )
i i i iz . ' . _’
Rl(l:(hardhpltne"tl)a‘l]t thet the agesof tithical petr
‘(?rlezd(v[\)/as)os e archsandtheagesof peo-

in Cincinnati. The activities began with
splitsermonsgivenby Ed Smith, along-
timeelder whohasservedintheCincin-
nati areafor many years, and Roy Hol-
laday, president of United Church of
God

Mr. Smith took the audience down
memory lane, coveringthepast 40years
with aPowerPoint dide show presenta-
tion. Mr. Holladay's split sermon
encouraged everyone to focus on the
future of the Church and God'swork.

After the sermons it was time to sit
downandenjoy somegreat foodandfe-
lowship. The staff at the home office
found out that the warehouse had one
morefunctionbesideshousing booklets,
as it was set up for the potluck. The
warehouse wasfilled with long rows of
tables, which were covered with table-
cloths and seated about 300 people.
Although it was atight fit, this did not
stopthelaughter, chatter and enjoyment
of each other’scompany.

Mr. Holladay, Mr. Smithand Richard
Pindli, pastor of the Cincinnati East con-
gregation, did the honors of cutting the
cake.

After thepotluck cameavariety show
put on by loca members. Therewerea
total of 19 performances, including
comedy acts, instrumentals, solos, group
acts and performances from the chil-
dren. “Teddy Bear Play Time” per-

ple after the Flood, the
presence of shells and sedimentary
depositson Mt. Everest andintheRock-
ies, the presence of man for about 6,000
yearson earth and the prehistoric fossil
record, the biblical reference to giants,
the connection between Greek/Roman
heroesand biblical people, andanimals
nature (before and after the Flood).
Afterward Mr. Mendez entertained
questions.

A sumptuous potluck lunch waspro-
vided by members of the congregation.
Then the afternoon session began with
an opening prayer, announcements and
specia music by the choir which sang,
“River in Juded’ composed by Jack
Feldman. The choir was directed by
KarenAllwine.

Theafternoon sessionincludedinfor-
mation on early man. Mr. Mendez pre-
sented evidence that evolutionists have
manipulated data and fossIsto fit their
“philosophy.” Oneexamplehecitedwas
that scientistshave changed the shapeof
fossil skulls to support their evolution-
ary ideas. Hesaid evolution isnot prov-
able. Theproblemisnot thefossils; itis
theinterpretation of idess.

Before the morning session, during
the lunch break and &fter the afternoon
session, the atendeeswere ableto view
the many displays and modelsthat Mr.
Mendez brought with him.

The seminar was very well attended.

Charleston Has
Eighth Anniversary
and First Baptism

InMarch 1995 anumber of members
in Charleston, West Virginia, and David

John Foster and Kevin Scarbrough

Mills, now a pastor in North Caroling,
formed acongregationtheat later became
part of the United Church of God. Eight
yearslater, on March 15, 2003, thefirst
baptism took place. John Foster, pastor
of the Charleston, Roanoke and Prince-
ton congregations, baptized Kevin Scar-
brough.

John Foster

Newsstand Story:
“Throwed Rolls”
and GNs

MembersinMissouri recently placed
aGood News newsstand in Lambert’'s
Cafe in Skeston, Missouri. Lambert's
has alarge restaurant there and another
one just north of Branson, Missouri.
Their “claim to fame” istheir hot rolls.
If youwant one, you hold up your hand
and the waiter throws you a hot roll.
They cdl themsdlves “the home of the
throwed rolls”

These restaurants have become
favorites for tour buses. In Sikeston,
they're right off of Interstate 55 and
atract the traffic traveling between
Chicago, St. Louis, Memphisand New
Orleans. This newsstand just opened,
and we are currently distributing about
100 GNseach week. Wearemonitoring
ittomakesurethemagazinesaren'tjust
being dumped, and it appears thet they
arebeing takenoneat atime.

Since most of the customers at the
restaurant are just traveling through,
we will probably not generate many
local subscriptionsthisway, but we're
excited about the numbers. You would
imagine that people on a tour bus
might get on their bus and begin read-
ing right away.

Dave and Becky Johnson
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God andthe Church. Shegtarted attend- = and fellowship  evening of funand gameson March 16
. . . ing Church in August of 1963 and till insgde the home at the clubhouse & Raph Levy's com-
Cincinnati North attends almost every Sabbath with her a office  building plex. The evening began with vigor as
son Fred. ~| made for warm, hungry students rushed to the line for
Honors Oldest Mrs. Patrick hasfour children, Rufus, 4 cdmsess Chinese food. The evening continued
Member Don, Fred and Pet; nine grandchildren The evening withanold Chrigtianparty favorite, Bible
and four great-grandchildren. Mrs. “kicked off” @ 5 charades. The single most satisfying
Patrick isashining exampleto dl of us = pm. with table eventoftheeveningwasseeingDr.Levy
March 17, 2003, marked amilestone  in the Cincinnati North congregation of 4 games, dedding (upon being prompted severa times)
for Mrs. Alva Patrick of Cincinnati,  staying true to the faith and not giving adventures  and  pantomime Jacob wrestling with God.
Ohio. Alvaturned 80 onwhat isknown  up. Sowhen March 17 comes, wethink friendly specula- FromABC Times(wwy.ucg.org/ahc),
aroundtheworld as* . Petrick’'sDay.”  of our own Saint Petrick, who wasborn tion about the out-  contributorsMichelleZollner, MarkHol-
Of course, we do not celebrate St.  onthat day, AlvaPetrick. come of the big ladayandWil Young
Petrick’s Day, but the Cincinnati North Janet Treadway  eritage Reservation, Pennsylvania: “This place reminds me ~ 98Me: Theevening

congregation could not miss the oppor-
tunity to honor our “ Saint” AlvaPatrick

Jim O'Brien, Cincinnati North pastor,
congratulates Alva Patrick, who turned
80 on March 17, and her son Fred

with cake and punch after services. Jm
O'Brien, pastor of the Cincinnati North
congregation, also surprised Alva by
persondly delivering flowers to her
home on her birthday.

Mrs. Patrick has spent half of her 80
years being faithful and dedicated to

Teen’s Artwork of
Heritage Featured
on School
Notecards

When art students a Oxford High
School (Massachusetts) were given the
challenge of producing artwork of their
most memorable place, Randy
McConnaughey, 15, thought of Heritage
Reservation, Pennsylvania, a United
Youth Campsitefor thepast sevenyears.

Hesubmitted afull-color sketch of the
dock on the lake a sunset. “This place
remindsme of thegreat timesthat | had
with al my friends from around the
country,” hewrote.

Hisartwork was among those select-
edtobeprinted assetsof notecards. The
notecardsarebeing sold by Oxford High
School asafundraiser to providegradu-

of the great times that | had with all my friends from around the
country” it says under Randy McConnaughey’s artwork on
notecards being sold as a fundraiser at his former school

ating seniors with a safe, fun, acohol-
free graduation party.

Randy currently attends Loveland
High School (Ohio) while his parents,
Gary and Jane McConnaughey, attend
Ambassador Bible Center. Randy plans
to attend college and “major in graphic
andWeb design”

ABC Enjoys a
Super Bowl of Chili
and Other Activities

It wasaswashbuckling good timeon
Super Bowl Sunday Jan. 26 for ABC
students, homeoffice taff and families.
Timberswere shivered by thecold tem-
peraturesof Ohioin January, but thechili

blitzed  forward
withachili potluck
including acakein
the form of afoot-
ball field. Spectators enjoyed watching
the game in the ABC classroom, with
Raidersfansontheright and Buccaneers
on thel€ft. They enjoyed friendly com-
petition including banners, costumes,
cheering and victory dances.

Casa Antions

TheABC studentsasoenjoyed afes-
tive night of Mexican food and conver-
sation at “CasaAntions,” as hdf of the
classwentto Gary and BarbaraAntion's
homeMarch 15, and the other half vis-
itedMarch23.“Wow! Therewasalot of
food,” ssid Mark Holladay. “Everyone
redlly appreciated dl the work that the
Antionsput into thisdinner to makethe

night very specia.”

An Evening at the Clubhouse
ABC sudents were treated to an

Tania Marshall, a member in Calgary,
Alberta, received her master’s of science
degree in November 2002. Her thesis
was on “Trauma in Elite Athletes,” and
she interviewed several 2002 Winter
Olympic athletes in preparing her thesis

You Can Write for United News—Here’'s How!

m Here are the guidelines for
writing for United News. We
look forward to hearing
from you!

United Newsistheofficia newspaper
of the United Church of God, an Inter-
national Association. Its purposeisto
cover the news of United that members
are concerned about in aconcise, inter-
esting, readable way and to provide
ingpirationdl/spiritud articlesaddressing
timely issues of interest to members.
United News is designed to encourage
unity and brotherhood by informing
members about the work we are all
involved in and about our brothers and
sstersaround theworld. Itisaso atool
for thespiritua development and equip-
ping of themembersfor thework of ser-
vice.

United News is sent to al English-
speaking membersaround theworld, as
well asto otherswho request it, and por-
tionsaretrandatedinto other languages.
Itispublished 10 times ayear, genera-
ly on the first Monday of each month
except April and October.

Wehaveno staff of official paid writ-

ers, o werely on thetdentsand efforts
of ministers and members for articles.
\Weappreciateyour contributions! Writ-
erscan contributein these aress:

“From the Word” Biblical
Articles, Including
“Treasure Digest”

Along with providing United mem-
bers with news, United News is aso
availableto provide spiritua food espe-
cidly for members. We want to make
surewe have articles about the festivals
in season. As well, we are looking for
other articlesof doctrine, ingtructionand
encouragement to strengthen the mem-
bership. This could include articles on
the need for urgency, effective prayer,
makingtimefor meaningful meditation,
reenergizing Biblestudy, dedingwitha
particular doctrine that some are being
midled about, Chrigtianlivingandamul-
titudeof other possibletopics. Pleaselet
us know any idess you are planning to
work on so we can avoid duplication of
effort (mike_bennett@ucg.org).

Mogt articles should be between 800
and 1,800 words. Beyond that (beyond
one newspaper page), readers tend to
loseinterest or put off reading thearticle

How to Submit Material

If youwould liketo submit any of the above typesof materid, or if you have
any suggestions, please contact United News, PO. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH
45254-1027 or mike_bennett@ucg.org. Please include a self-addressed enve-
lopeif youwould like photosreturned.

until later, if ever. Sidebars and graphic
suggestions are welcome for the longer
articlestohelpbresk upthetext and greb
readers interest.

“Treasure Digest” mini-articles are
generally 100 to 400 words and can
include short items of biblical wisdom,
humor or prectica Chridtianlivinginfor-
mation.

We prefer to quote from the New
King JamesVersonwhenquoting scrip-
tures. When you have a specific reason
for quoting another trandation, please
notethetrandation. Pleaseusethe exact
punctuation, capitalization and spelling
intheversonyouareusng.

When quoting outside sources,
include the following information:
author's name, complete title of the
book, yeer of publication and pagequot-
ed. It would gppear like this: (William
Bennett, The Book of irtues, 1993, p.
123). Pleesenormally includethisinfor-
mation inthe articlein parentheses, not
infootnotes or endnotesor in abibliog-
raphy. Please double-check names and
other references and include a photo-
copy of the source when possible.

“From the Word” and “Treasure
Digest” articles are due three weeks
beforethepublicationdatetoalowtime
for thedoctrind review process.

News Articles, Including
“News From Around the
World” and “News at a
Glance”

Wewant United Newsto bethemem-

bers best sourceof comprehensivenews
about the work God is doing through
United around theworld. Weencourage
membersto let usknow about thelatest
news, even if they do not feel comfort-
ablewritingit upthemselves Newsarti-
clesshould generaly includetheanswer
tothefollowing questions: Who?What?
When?Where?Why?and How?

Quotesfrom thoseinvolved inapro-
ject work better for anews article than
editorial comments by the writer. In
some cases it would be better for Unit-
edNewsto quoteyou, rather than having
youastheauthor. Inother cases, suchas
reports on internationa trips, first-per-
son articlesare acceptable.

Please double-check names and ref-
erences.

Most newsand “News FromAround
theWorld” articlesare from 200 to 800
words, with occasiond 1,800-word
(full-page) articles. “Newsa aGlance’
articlesare generally around 100 words
orless

Newsarticlesare generaly duetwo
weeks before the publication date,
thoughwedo our best to accommodate
late-breaking newswhenever possible.
Weappreciatea“ headsup” about pos-
sible late-breaking items and the
potential length so we can reserve
space.

“Local Church Updates”
Many membersareinterestedinwhat

their brothers and sisters around the

world aredoing intheir local congrega:

tions. Unique activities can give other
congregationsideas as well. We would
liketo festure an interesting event from
every congregationif possible.

If your congregation’s news and
events are never covered in United
News, why not check with your pastor
and send something in? We're looking
for 100- to 300-word articles and pho-
tographs with captions. Include the
author’sand photographer’s namesand
your phone number. Please double-
check the spelling of names.

Thissectionalso festuresitemsabout
the special achievements of members
and their children.

“Announcements”

Members are welcome to submit
announcements of the births, engage-
ments, weddings, significant anniver-
saies (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) and obituar-
ies in their families. Check the
“Announcements’ section for the stan-
dard styleof theseitems. Mot itemsare
50 to 100 words and should not exceed
250 words.

“Tribute” articles are obituaries for
eldersand elders wives and are gener-
aly arranged by theregional pastor.

“Letters” and Suggestions

Reader commentsand suggestionsto
improve United News are welcome.
Please include your name and city and
sate (province), though names will not
be printed. Letters may be edited for
length and clarity. un
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Births as are grandparents Roy and Jean  GarrisonMichadl. Garrisonwasbormon by Randy Schreiber, the bride's father.  wereRachd Shrode, Sandy Sarin, Shan-
Demont of South Africaand Jan Chick  Nov. 10, 2002, and weighed 7 pounds6 ~ Thenew coupleresideinReno,Nevada.  non Sweat and Rachelle Alexander.
of New Zedland. ouncesand was 19 1/2 incheslong. Big Alexis Savidio wasthe flowergirl. The

Cameron Alexandra Clark

Bornto Samantha(Karen Engelbart)
and Brian Clark, their first child, a
daughter, Cameron Alexandra Clark,
onJuly 16, 2002, in Dallas, Texas. She
weighed 9 poundsand was21 3/4inch-
es long. The grandparents are Tina
Engelbart and thelate Ozzie Engelbart.

Tony and Kari Kardell of the Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, congregation are
pleasedto announcethethehirth of their
firg child, JoshuaAnthony. Joshuawas

Joshua Anthony Kardell

born Aug. 30, 2002, and weighed 8
pounds 12 ounces and was 21 3/4 inch-
eslong.

Theproud grandparentsareVernand
Anita Kardell of the Mankato, Min-
nesota, congregation and Tom and Ann
Rademacher of Cologne, Minnesota.

Jonathan Peter Chick

Grant and Kim Chick of Durban,
SouthAfrica, are proud to announcethe
arriva of their third son Jonathan Peter
onNov. 6, 2002. Hewasborn by C- sec-
tion and weighed 4.05 kilograms (8.92
pounds). Brothers Lawrence and Gra-
hamareddighted with thenew addition

Toddand Julie(Froedge) O'Brienare
extremely excited to announcethebirth

Madison Brooks O’Brien

of their first child, Madison Brooks
O'Brien, onFeb. 22, 2003. Sheweighed
ahedthy 8 pounds 14 ounces and was
201/2incheslong.

Madison is the first grandchild for
both Jmand DonnaO' Brien of Cincin-
nati, Ohio, and Ron and Carol Froedge
of Peducah, Kentucky. Everyone is
ecdtatic!

Cliff and Susan Demarest, dongwith
big brothers Derek and David, are
delighted toannouncethebirth of Kaey

Kaley Solenne Demarest

Solenneon Oct. 4, 2002. Kaey weighed
6 pounds5 ouncesandwas 19 1/2inch-
eslong. Proud grandparentsare Donand
Edwina Thomas of Mobile, Alabama,
and Roy and Pauline Demarest of Boyn-
ton Beech, Florida

Joe and Elisa (Quintanilla) Arner of
Golden, Colorado, are thrilled to
announcethebirth of their second child,

e

Garrison Michael Arner

brother Nicholasand grandparents Ger-
ardo and Mercedes Quintanilla and
Josephine and Radford Arner are
pleased with the latest addition to the
family.

KevinandAndrea(Dame) Kapalesof
theBentonville, Arkansas, congregation
were blessed with hedthy twins.
Andrew Ryan and Aubrey Claire were
born on July 10, 2002, at 36 weeksges-

Drew and Aubrey Kapales with
big sister Makenzie

tation. Drew weighed 5 pounds 13
ounces and was 18 1/4 inches. Aubrey
weighed 5 pounds 2 ouncesand was 18
inches. The happy big sister, Makenzie,
age 4, had prayed for two babiesand to
her parents’ surprise, her prayers were
answered.

Grandparents are Buel and Peggy
Dame, great-grandparents are Charles
andAlegtaDameand great-great-grand-
mother is Lela Miller, dl of the Sedg-
wick, Arkansas, congregation. Grand-
parents Ervin and Joyce Kgpalesreside
inHoxie, Arkansas.

The family had asked for prayers
whenAndreawent into prematurelabor
at 26 weeks and was placed on bedrest.
They appreciate your prayers and the
many cardsthey received.

Weddings

Mr. and Mrs. Randy Schreiber of
Phoenix, Arizona, are happy to
announce the marriage of their daugh-

Ross and Brandy Klobuchar

ter Brandy Kay Schreiber to RossAlan
Klobuchar, son of MarlysKlobuchar of
Hibbing, Minnesota. The wedding was
performed Feb. 16, 2003, a Carefree
Resort and Villasin Carefreg, Arizona,

Mr.andMrs. Gary Petty of SanAnto-
nio, Texas, arevery pleased to announce
the marriage of their daughter, Kelley
Richelle Petty, to Jason Andrew Morti-
er, sonof Mr.and Mrs. Donn Mortier of
Eldorado, Wisconsin.

Jason and Kelley Mortier

The ceremony was performed by the
bride's father in Fond du Lac, Wiscon-
sin, on July 20, 2002. Following the
wedding, the cel ebration continued with
adinner and dance reception.

Thecoupleresidein Fond du Lacand
attend the Oshkosh, Wisconsin, congre-
gation.

Mr. and Mrs. Sidney Earl Smith Jr. of
Geneva, Alabama, are happy to
announce the marriage of their daugh-
ter, Sarah Michelle Smith to Matthew
Albert Picklesmer, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Roger Picklesmer of Andausia, Alaba-
ma. The wedding took placein Gatlin-
burg, Tennessee, on March 21, 2003, in
aceremony performed by JeroldAust, a

Michelle and Matthew Picklesimer

UCG minister in Mobile, Alabama
April Smith was maid of honor and
Caleb Picklesmer was best man. The
brideisastudent at Wallace Communi-
ty Collegein Dothan, Alabama, and the
groomisagenera contractor. The new
couplelivesin Slocomb, Alabama They
attend the Geneva congregation.

BenMauldinlll and Rebekah Shrode
were married on March 15, 2003. The
ceremony was performed in Dallas by
thegroom'sfather, BenMaulldin|l. Par-
ents of the bride are Jim and Becky
Shrode of Dallas, Texas. Parents of the
groom are Ben and Linda Mauldin of
Academy, Texas. Thebride sattendants

groom'sattendantswere Britt Maldin,
Brann Mauldin, Scott Pierce and Chad
Alexander. Blake Shrode was the ring-

Rebekah and Ben Mauldin

bearer. The couple now live near Tem-
ple, Texas.

Bonnie Jones Duncan wishes to
announce the marriage of her daughter,
Margaret, to Darrell Howard.

Margaret and Darrell were married
Dec. 29, 2002, at the UCG Houston
North church hall. The ceremony was
officiated by Jm Franks, pastor of UCG

Darrell and Margaret Howard

Houston North. Matron of honor was
Kathy White. Bride's attendants were
GloriaVaughn, SylviaPikeand Maurine
Harrison. Best man wasAnthony Dun-
can (son of the bride). Groom’s atten-
dants were Ronald Duncan, George
Duncan and Brian White, Harold Trey-
big, longtime family friend, as the
bride'sescort, washonorary father of the
bride. Mrs. Charles Simpson was hon-
orary mother of the groom. Ring bearer
was James Sappington and the flower
girl was Erin Sappington.

The ceremony was followed by a
reception and dance. During the cere-
mony songsweresung by Ron Duncan,
George and Janet Duncan, Aaron
Hubbell and Sylvia Pike. During the
dance, songs were sung by George and
Janet Duncan, Joyce Duncan, Ron Dun-
can, Sylvia Pike, Maxine Mitchell,
Karen Callinsand Karlyn Erickson.

A second receptionwasgiven on Sab-
beth, Jan. 4, 2003, by the Athens, Ohio,
congregetion.
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Susan Blumel and Wilbur Berg are
happy to announce their marriage. The
wedding took place among family and
friends near Sdlt Lake City, Utah, Jan.
11, 2003, with Larry Sdlyer officiating.

The bride was atended by Virginia
Blumel-Wilson and the groom was
attended by Ben Whitfield. Both the
bride and groom are graduates of
Ambassador College. The bride dso
earned a Ph.D. in family studies from
Brigham Young University.

Mr. and Mrs. Berg live in Dubois,
Wyoming, whereMr. Berg servesasthe
pastor of thenearby Jackson, Wyoming,
congregation.

Cathy Wellman and Abe Storeswere
married July 12, 2002, in Clackamas,

e " 'I_:‘_.

Cathy and Abe Stores

Oregon. The bride, a physica therapy
manager a Adventist Hedlth, isagrad-
uate of Pacific University. She is the
daughter of Kay C. Bristow of Mil-
waukie, Oregon, and William F. Well-
man Jr. of Auburn, Washington. The
bridegroom, a self-employed general
contractor, isagraduate of Ambassador
College. Heis the son of Freda Swan-
son of Eugene, Oregon, and Augustus
Storesof Oregon City, Oregon. Thecou-
plelivein Portland, Oregon.

Montserrat Baez-Jmenez, daughter
of Irene and Enrique Baez-Jimenez of
Puebla, Mexico, andAlan J. Warrington,

Montserrat and Alan J. Warrington

sonof Dianeand Alan R. Warrington of
West Chicago, Illinois, were married
Aug. 31,2002, in Puebla. Thematron of
honor was Rocio Baez-Debravo-
Rossanz, sister of the bride. Thebrides-
maids were Amy Warrington-Vierra,
Amber Warrington and AnnaWarring-
ton. Thebest menwereTony Dukesand
Dave Herbig and the groomsmen were
Jack Carney andAlfonso Baez-Jmenez.
Thegroom hasabachelor's of business
adminigtration and the bride hasamas-
ter'sin engineering. They livein Hunt-
ington Beach, Cdifornia

Amy Warrington, deughter of Diane
and Alan Warrington of West Chicago,
Illinois, and Samuel Vierra, son of Ann

_ il
Samuel and Amy Vierra

and Herb Vierra of Monrovia, Cdifor-
nia, were married Sept. 9, 2001, in
Orland Park, lllinois. The bride's atten-
dants were Nicole Horyn, Amber War-
rington, AnnaWarrington, Lauralesko,
Linda Schneggenberger, Andrea Brock
and Romi Carr. Thegroom' s attendants
were Jeff Tauer, Scott Delamater, David
Vierra, Jason Vierra, Joseph Vierraand
Alan Warrington. The soloist was
Amber Warrington. The groom has a
doctorate of music and the bride has a
bachelor's of business administration.
They livein Monrovia, Cdifornia

Anniversaries

Wayneand Gay Mullinsof theAshe-
boro, North Carolina, congregation
were surprised on Jan. 10, 2003, when
alimousinepulled up a theirhomeand
they discovered that their children had

Wayne and Gay Mullins

arranged a special 50th anniversary
dinner at anicerestaurantintown. They
were also presented with a memory
abum of pictures, cardsand memoirs.

On Jan. 18 the Asheboro congrega-
tion honored Wayne and Gay with an
anniversary cake, adisplay of photos
andacongratulatory banner hanging on
thewall.

Wayne and Gay were married in
Pound, Virginia. They have five chil-
dren: Jeff Mullins, Patricia Ritchie,
Andy Mullins, Chris Mullins and Jeni
Powell. They aso have six grandchil-
dren and four great-grandchildren.
Wayne and Gay met a baptizing tour
and were baptized in June 1963. They
atended the Greensoro, North Caroli-
na, congregation when it started in
November 1963.

Obituaries

Leona Cain McClanahan, 98 years
and 10 months, died Feb. 18, 2003. She
lived in her own home until last year
when, because of failing health, she
moved to a nursing home in Many,
Louisana Mrs. “Mac” was baptized at
Passover in 1962 and wasloya through-
out her lifeto God's Church and to her
friendsand family who deeply loved her.

Helen Poda, 83, died Nov. 2, 2002.
She was baptized in January 1952 and
was dedicated to God'struth to theend.
Her home was near Joneshoro,
Louisana

CarolynA. Strickland, 57, of Ridge-
way, Virginia, died unexpectedly from
heart failure March 28, 2003. She was
bornin1945near Martinsville, Virginia
Sheand her hushand, Melvin, who pre-
ceded her in deeth, were married for 37
years. They had three children, Gary,
Mark and Sharon Strickland. They dso
had two grandchildren. She will be
remembered asavery good wifeto her
husband and avery loving mother to her
children.

She was amember of the Church of
Godfordmost 30yearsand wasamem-
ber of the Greensboro, North Carolina,
congregation. ltwasher faithandbeliefs
that shaped the lovely person that she
was. Shehad apositiveimpact andinflu-
ence on al who knew her. She was
thoughtful, kind, humble and unpreten-
tious. She was a good example to all
whoknew her aswasevident by thevery
largeturnout for her funera. Shewill be
sadly missed by al who knew her.

Elnora Collins, 69, amember of the
Miami, Florida, congregation, died Feb.
8,2003, of cardiovascular disease.

Mrs. Collins was born in Waynes-
boro, Georgia, and was married to Cor-
nelious Collins for 51 years. Before
retirement, shewasemployed a Krispy
KremeDoughnutsfor 16 years. Shewas
a devoted wife and mother who was
adwayswillingtohdpintheChurchand
community when she saw a need. She
was a faithful, longtime member of

Elnora Collins

God's Church, having been baptized in
1982. Mrs. Collinswill besorely missed
by her family, relativesand friends.

In addition to her husband, Mrs. Col-
ins is survived by four sons, Mathis
(Mary), Nedl (Marcella), Sam (Barbara)
and Bobby (Beverly); threebrothers, Joe
Lee, Nathan (Shirley) and Francis
(Gladys) Lewis, onesgter, GusseBrad-
shaw (Ervin); 14 grandchildren; 20
great-grandchildren; one goddaughter,
FayeMongbeh; and ahost of niecesand
nephews.

Thefunerd servicewasconducted by
Roy Demarest, pastor of the Miami con-
gregation.

Bernice Hoppe, 83, afathful mem-
ber of God's Church, died peacefully
March 13, 2003, a her homein Sike-
ston, Missouri. Shewasbornon Jan. 11,
1920, in Poplar Bluff, Missouri, andwas
baptized Sept. 9, 1991. She wasknown
for her quiet, gentle demeanor, being
positive and uncomplaining in the face
of severehedthtrids.

Sheissurvived by four sons: Richard

Bernice Hoppe

Hoppeof Indianapalis, Indiana; Donad
Hoppe of Plainview, Texas, Dennis
Hoppe of St. Louis, Missouri; and
Robert Hoppe of Sikeston. Sheisdso
survived by seven grandchildren, five
great-grandchildren and one step-great-
grandchild.

Shewill begrestly missed by her fam-
ily and God's Church. Funerd services
were conducted by David Johnson.

Longtime Church of God member
Hilbert Harvel Schubert died peaceful-
ly a home in his deep Feb. 5, 2003.
Hilbert was preceded in dezth by the
love of hislife, Ruthie, his wife of 39

Hilbert Harvel Schubert

years. In the years following Ruthi€'s
desth, Hilbert fought back depressionby
pouring himsdlf into church service. He
joined every committee available and
even enthusiadtically participatedinthe
choir wherehisvoiceand beaming smile

were gregtly appreciated. Hilbert wasa
great dancer; heand Ruthiehad become
legendary at South Texas dances. After
Ruthie, Hilbert continued their tradition
at church dances by energetically danc-
ing with anyone who was willing. By
night'send he usualy had worn every-
one out but continued to dance aone
until the last note of the last song! We
look forward to seeing Hilbert dancein
the Kingdom.

Carrie Johnson, 93, passed away
March 23, 2003, at her home. She was
born June 13, 1909, in Onaka, South
Dakota Shemarried Algot Johnson Oct.
31, 1930. They seitled a Prosper, North
Dakota, where they farmed and later

Carrie Johnson

moved to Fargo, North Dakota. In 1944
they moved to afarm west of Hawley
wherethey raised their family. Her hus-
band died in 1974 and she was cdled
intoGod'sChurchinthespring of 1975.
Shewashaptizedinthefal of 1975and
has been a faithful member of the
Churchfor 27 years.

Sheissurvived by 12 children (seven
daughters and five sons): Marie, Mar-
jorie, Janet, Diane, Virginia, Francis,
Katherine, Russdll, Roger, Paul, Gary
and Darrell. Gary and Darrell aremem-
bersof UCG.

She was aso blessed with 34 grand-
children, two step-granchildren, 50
great-grandchildren and four step-greet-
grandchildren. Sheis dso survived by
threesisters, MaeWeaver, Inger Robert-
son and Elizabeth Marweg; two broth-
ers, Floyd and Harry Hansen; and one
Sster-in-law, Aagot Hansen. She was
precededin death by her hushand; infant
son, William; her parents; and her broth-
er, Charlie

Carrie Johnson was a loving mother
and hardworker. Sheadwayssad, “once
ajob isbegun, you never quit until it's
done” and “hard work never hurt any-
body.” Shelovedtowork with her hands
and her heart, which she demonstrated
by her many interests. Shesawed clothes
for her children, was a good cook and
would bake 10 to 12 loaves of bread a
week along with carame rolls. She
loved to garden, can tomatoesand pick-
lesand makejdllies.

She dso enjoyed reading and had a
strong interest in nutrition and good
hedlth. She loved to read poems and
loved animals, especialy her house cat
and companion, Fluff. She loved ball-
room dancing, whichishow shemet her
husband, belonged to a square dance
club and enjoyed traveling and visiting
relatives. In1992 shewent through eight
countriesin Europe. Her childrenthank
theGreat Cregtor God for blessngthem
with such awonderful mother.
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relationships are aso in the works.
Thesearticlesall takeaChristian, bib-
lically-oriented approach, of course,
and mesh effectively with our other
Christian-living publishing efforts.

In addition, reprintsdealing with reli-
giousand doctrina topics such asBible
trandations, savation, repentance,
prayer, “sacred names” the rapture the-
ory and God's cendar have been pro-
duced.

Though the above-mentioned black-
and-white reprints are not as appealing
to the eye as most of our booklets and
brochuresare designed to be, they have
the advantage of being inexpensive to
producein small quantities.

Since these articles previously
appeared in other publications, most
memberswill ready havethem or can
find the articles on the Web site. We do
not stock large quantities, and so do not
advertisethem nor encourage members
to request them.

A typical reader request might be a
variant of the following: “I've tried
everything | know to quit smoking. |
know | should quit for mysdlf and my
loved ones, but | simply cannot; thepull
istoo strong. A friend told me you had
printed material on how to stop. Please
send metheinformation because | need
al thehelp | can get”

Alec Surratt

Attendance and
Offerings Increase

The preliminary reported figures for
theU.S. offering and attendancefor the
First Day of Unleavened Breed showed
attendance was up 3 percent over last
year, and the offering was up 4.6 per-
cent. Total U.S. attendance was 13,287,
andthereported offering was $685,628.
Once dl individualy mailed offerings
are processed, this figure may reach
$700,000.

For the Last Day of Unleavened
Bread the reported attendance was

On www.ucg.org

m UCG Commentary on This Week's News
Weekly commentaries by the United
Church of God written on world news and
trends, from a biblical perspective.

Read these recent commentaries and
more:

“SARS and Bible Prophecy”

“Not All Christians Observe Easter”

“Don't Fight for a Dying Regime.”
WWWw.Lucg.org/commentary/

m Current World News & Trends
View up-to-date world news events
happening around the world!

www.ucg.org/worldnews/

m E-mail Updates

material added to the ucg.org site and
updates relevant to UCG members. Visit
the E-mail Update Web page to sign up!

www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org

m The May Virtual Christian Magazine includes
“Reflections on Loneliness,” “The Jealousy of
Reuben,” “Real Peace” and more.

vcmagazine.org

On youthmagazine.org

m The April-dune Youth United has articles on
“Is Everything OK?,” “Can You Pass the
Marshmallow Test?,” “Dirty Talk—Does God
Care?,” “My Name Is Gossip,” “Virginity—Is It
Worth It?,” “Smart Youth Avoid Sex,” careers,
“News for Youth” and the ever popular QAs.

Other Helpful Links
m Youth and young adults’ Web site.
ucgyouth.org
m Singles’ Web site for singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org

m Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

m Good News Web site.
gnmagazine.org

m UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.

www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice

If you have any questions or comments, please

Receive weekly E-mail updates of

new youthmagazine.org

contact: webmaster@ucg.org

12,181, a 1.7 percent increase over
2002; and the reported offering
amount was $673,108.03, a 2.9 per-
cent increase over the reported
amount for 2002.

“We are grateful for these increases
and thank God first and foremost for
providing thisgrowth,” wrote President
Roy Holladay in the April 24 Home
Office Update. “We also want to sin-
cerely thank our brethren for their gen-
erosity in these offerings, especially

ed inthe 1980sin its heyday. Therea
sonfor thischangeisthat wehavebas -
cally outgrown the Pontiac plant. The
Glasgow plant is better suited to our
longer print runs.

We have various other publications
being printed or reprinted right now,
including 30,000 copiesof the Making
Life Work booklet, 10,000 each of
lessons 6, 7 and 8 of the Bible Sudy
Course and 180,000 copies of The
Good Newsspecial issueto sendto new

considering the difficult economic  subscribersand as gift copies.
timesinwhichwelive” Scott Ashley
Publications E-mail Update
Continue to Roll Utilities Show

Off the Presses

Thetota print run for the May/June
Good News was 458,774. With this
issue we have switched to a different
R.R. Donnelley printing plant. For the
last few years we have printed at their
plant in Pontiac, lllinois. This will be
our first issue printed at Glasgow, Ken-
tucky. If the name sounds familiar,
that'swhere ThePlain Truthwasprint-

Significant Growth

It is encouraging to see significant
growth in new people signing up to
receive our weekly UCG Web site
updatesand UCG member updates. We
currently have 4,521 subscribers to our
Wieb site updates, a 33 percent increase
over the past six months. This service
letsour usersknow about thelatest new
items on our site. Approximately 135

new people are now signing up each
week!

In addition, 1,424 people are signed
up to receive UCG member updates,
which giveour usersupdates of Church
newsand otherimportant developments.
Approximately 76 new peoplearesign-
ing up each week. To sign up for either
service, smply go to our Web site at
WWW.UCg.0rg O ViSit our updatespageat
www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm.

Michellede Campos

Camp Hye Sierrato
Offer Overnight
Hike, Horseback
Riding

Asaspecid challenge fegture of the
Hye Sierrasummer camp, digible old-
er campers will be able to go on an
overnight hiketo the summit of 11,240
foot Alta Peak in the high Sierras.
Campersaged 16 to 18 whowant to par-
ticipate in this hike will have an addi-
tional application to complete, and are
encouraged to get their applicationsin
assoonaspossible.

Also, the waterskiing that was
planned for CampHye Sierrawill not be
held duetothelack of needed equipment
and safe beachfront a the lake. In its
placeweareworking to have horseback
riding asan activity for al campers.

More information will be posted on
the Camp Hye SierraWeb site as avail-
able, a www.cgcanet/HyeSierra

James Capo

April U.S. Statistics
Announced

InApril, 31,144 pieces of mail were
received by thehomeoffice, bringing the
total for the year to 132,527. Thisisa
decline of 11 percent, mainly because
fewer promotiona cards were sent out
at thispoint compared tolast year. Total
Internet responses were up 73 percent
for April, and 33 percent for the year.

Through April, 134,461 piecesof lit-
eraturehavebeen mailed fromthehome
office. There were 4,593 donors and
2,022 coworkers on file, and 61 U.S.
baptismswerereported. Therewere885
Persona Correspondencequestionsand
287 church location requests received.

“Web,” continued from page 1
introductory text on our page, Soit'seasy
to skim the stories to find ones you're
most interestedin.

Besides the articles you'll find up
front, we' vebegunarchiving links. Since
we began posting them in late March,
mogt of thematerid isdill freshandtime-
ly. There'sagresat dedl to skim and reed
dreedy. Weencourageyou totakeal ook.

Oneof thegoa sof our recentWeb site
upgradesisto make peoplewant to book-
mark our site as their Internet startup
page. With the addition of the regular
newsfeed, weekly commentariesoncur-
rent eventsand linkstolotsof interesting
reedingthat’shardtofind anywhereelse,
we trust thiswill prove to be avauable
service for many members and other
Web sitevistors. un
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Lower right corner of the
ucg.org home page and, above,
the “Current World News &
Trends” page, which is updated
by Church staff members each
weekday. This provides more

= depth than the automated
e “Current World Headlines” ticker
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