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Media Center Restricted Fund Established

ABC 2004 Grows to the Finish

Along with packing the entire Bible into seven months
of intensive coursework, Ambassador Bible Center stu-
dents have packed tons of service projects and social

activities into the same time. Before graduation Aug. 8

Back: Hal Chapman, Gary Jacques, Miles Wilson, James Rowin, Josh Reagan, Nathan Albright, Thomas
Campbell, Jeff Lockhart, Daniel Peabody, Gregory Bartholomew, Paul Spenser, Terry Hayes, Richard Griffith,
Ivan Veller, Tyler Smith, Aaron Hooper, Daniel Fitzpatrick, Kevin Treybig; middle: Stacey Seelig, Calie Griffith,
Deborah Werner, Virginia Mendez, Sabrina Robinson, Michal Lisa Capo, Katrina Eckard, Lauren Readnack,
Jacqueline Krueger, Mary Ann Miller; seated: Charity Mullen, Freda Taggart, Cheryl Tootle, Lindsay Campbell,
Zandra Willoughby, Sarah Jo DeVenny, Elesha Kennebeck, Sibdou (Alix) Fitzpatrick; not pictured: Jurgen Haslop
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GN Radio Program
Reaches Fourth
Anniversary

This month marks the fourth anniver-
sary of the Good News radio program.
Since the first program aired Aug. 12,
2000, host Gary Petty and guests have
recorded 93 half-hour broadcasts. Over
10,000 responses have been received in
four years, with an average of 49
responses received per program. 

The top 10 programs for response are:
1. Death, Then What?
2. Has God Abandoned the Jews?,

part 1
3. What Happens After Death?
4. The Ten Commandments
5. 4,000 Years of Christmas
6. What Happened to the Lost Tribes?
7. Recipe for a Happy Marriage,part 1
8. Ghouls, Ghosts, Goblins and Hal-

loween
9. Will I Go to Heaven?
10. Has God Abandoned the Jews?,

part 2
The broadcast presently airs on 11 sta-

tions. The top five response-producing
stations are currently:

1. WBEN, Buffalo, New York.
2. WWL, New Orleans, Louisiana.
3. WIBC, Indianapolis, Indiana.
4. KCMO, Kansas City, Kansas.
5. WFLA, Orlando, Florida.
Many people also listen to the radio

program on the Church’s Web site at
www.ucg.org/radio.

John LaBissoniere

GN Subscriptions
Continue to Rise

The total print quantity of the
July/August 2004 Good Newsmagazine
was 414,896. While this is less than our

Ads Focusing on Young Families Prove Successful

■ Council approval allows
members to help get con-
struction of multipurpose
video studio off the ground.
by Roy Holladay

A very exciting opportunity is now
one step closer to fruition at the home
office in Cincinnati! After months of
planning and legwork, the goal of hav-
ing a video studio is now closer to
becoming a reality. During a teleconfer-
ence on July 7, the Council of Elders

approved the creation of a restricted fund
for the construction and equipping of a
home office “media center”! Peter
Eddington, operation manager for
Media and Communications Services,
and I brought the idea forward for Coun-
cil consideration. After much discussion
the Council of Elders approved the fund,
and a copy of the final resolution is on
the Web.

Taking Advantage of the
Latest Technology

The media department desires to
take advantage of the latest technology

wherever it can, and has planned for
several years to have a video-record-
ing studio at the home office when

funds become available. With this in
mind, the Media Center Restricted
Fund has been created to help bring the
finances together to accomplish this
goal. Since the new facility will be
more than just a “video studio,” it was
decided to label the area as our “media
center”—a term that more aptly
describes the multifunctional capabil-
ities of the proposed space.

In the home office there is an area on
the second floor directly above the mail-
room that can be converted into studio

In March 2004 a print adver-
tising test, using an American
Baby magazine cooperative
mailing program,was conduct-
ed. Copies of our newly
designed,highly targeted bifold
“mother and baby hands” sub-
scription brochure were includ-
ed in their “Especially for
Mothers” mailing package. 

These brochures were sent to
155,000 first-time mothers
whose median age was 29.
With subscription requests still
arriving, we have already
received 2,130 responses for an
excellent 1.3 percent response, at a very
good $4.91 cost per response.

Also, earlier this year our new
“teaching values” double postcard was
mailed to 150,000 homeschooling fam-

ilies. This highly
targeted advertis-
ing piece, which
reached heads-of-
household with a
medium age of
38,has performed
extremely well.
We recorded a 2.5
percent response
at an excellent
cost per response
of just 80 cents.
The message in
this new brochure
encouraged over

3,700 people to become Good News
subscribers. It certainly pays to test new
graphics and ad copy.

Finally, beginning in May 2004, we
began distribution of 329,000 copies of

two new Good News subscription
brochures on Good Neighbor “take-
one” displays located in over 3,000
major supermarkets and discount stores
in 46 states. These stores include Wal-
Mart, Kroger, Meijer, ShopRite and
many others located in large and small
communities. 

The brochures featured the themes
“Why Does God Allow Suffering?”and
“Feeling Overwhelmed?” With cards
still arriving, the “Why Suffering?”
brochure has produced over double the
responses of the “Feeling Over-
whelmed?” brochure. Whenever possi-
ble, it is important to conduct side-by-
side comparisons of various advertising
brochures. This helps determine the rel-
ative effectiveness of various creative
pieces.

John LaBissoniere

GN Print
Advertising
Planned for
2004-2005

For the current 2004-2005 fiscal
year, our print advertising plan calls for
reaching over 4,600,000 households
with the expectation of adding over
42,000 new Good News subscriptions. 

To prepare for this effort, we have
designed seven brand-new 31⁄2-by-51⁄2-
inch card pack inserts. These four-col-
or, postage-paid postcards, which cost
less than 2 cents each to produce and
mail, will advertise booklets and offer
a subscription to The Good News.

By testing a number of new creative
pieces, we expect to quickly find out
which subjects will draw the greatest
interest. The new advertisements
include offers
for the fol-
lowing book-
lets: Jesus
Christ: The
Real Story,
What Happens
After Death?, The Book of Revelation
Unveiled, Are We Living in the Time of
the End?,Why Does God Allow Suffer-
ing?, Heaven and Hell—What Does the
Bible Really Teach? and Creation or
Evolution—Does It Really Matter What
You Believe?

Although the number of targeted
households for print advertising will be
reduced from 7,500,000 last year to
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highest print run of 526,173 reached
with the September/October 2002 issue,
there is an encouraging trend—the num-
ber of actual subscribers is continuing to
rise.

Over the past two years we have made
a concerted effort in the United States to
replace waiting room and newsstand
program copies with actual subscribers.
We have dropped more than 100,000
waiting room copies and more than
55,000 newsstand copies. Having actu-
al subscribers’addresses on file gives us
greater opportunity to directly commu-
nicate various offers and updates to our
readers—something impossible to do
with the publicly displayed copies.

Now that we have pruned our print
run in this manner, we expect to see our
overall circulation rise back toward the
500,000 mark as our advertising efforts
get underway this fiscal year. We still
have 6,300 waiting room copies being
displayed in the United States (plus
another 5,000 in Canada), and 21,000
newsstand copies. We are happy with
this overall ratio. Putting less-expensive
advertising brochures and subscription
offers on display in public venues is
proving to be less expensive than tens of
thousands of actual copies of the maga-
zine itself.

See “United Statistics” on page 1 for
a chart of U.S. subscription growth.

Peter Eddington

Internet Literature
Requests Soar

Requests through our Web sites for
The Good News magazine and other lit-
erature during the 2003-2004 fiscal year
totaled 122,827 (an increase of 133 per-
cent over last fiscal year!).

Council Edits Sexual
Misconduct Policy

In a July 7 teleconference, the Coun-
cil of Elders addressed specific situations
that have come to light requiring edits to
the new Sexual Misconduct Policy and
Youth Protection Guidelines.

As written, the two-deep leadership
structure described in Part D of the pol-
icy states that, “. . . there should always
be two (2) supervisors/leaders (at least
one of whom is 21 years of age or older)
present when caring for minor children
under the auspices of the Church.”How-
ever, leaders in our Church camps are
often under the age of 21, with no one
older available to assist. This same cir-
cumstance may also occur in some con-
gregational activities, where there are
fewer volunteers and smaller programs.

The Council unanimously passed a
resolution to edit the policy, deleting the
statement that one of the two adult lead-

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address
changes to United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA (except as listed below): United Church of God, 
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. 
E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God—Australia, 
GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia.
Phone: 0755 202-111  Fax: 0755 202-122

BAHAMAS: United Church of God, P.O. Box N8873, Nassau,
Bahamas. Phone: (242) 324-3169  Fax: (242) 364-5566

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God—British Isles, P.O.
Box 705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. 
Phone: 020-8386-8467  Fax: 01257-453978

CANADA: United Church of God–Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station
D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966,
(800) 338-7779  Fax: (905) 876-0569  E-mail: info@ucg.ca

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Église de Dieu Unie—France,
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, 
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636  Fax:
0228-9454637 E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035
4523573. E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

KENYA: United Church of God, Kenya, P.O. Box 75261,
Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-mail: kenya@ucg.org

MALAWI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. E-mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.O.
Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22,
Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God–West Africa, P.O. Box 1715,
Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria. Phone: 234-1-791 8009. E-mail:
nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO,
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 241-0150
Cell/Text: (+63) 0918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 705, Watford,
Herts. WD19 6FZ England. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern
Africa, P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205,
South Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694. E-mail:
rsa@ucg.org

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796

TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 127,
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.
ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. E-mail: zambia@ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 928,
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273
E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association,
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to
general information and news about the Church, issues of
The Good News and United News, as well as our booklets.
The address http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s
Canadian Web site, http://www.ucg.org.au the
Australian Web site, http://www.labuonanotizia.org
the Italian Web site, http://www.goodnews.org.uk the
British Isles Web site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the
Philippines Web site and http://www.ucgrsa.org the
Southern Africa Web site.
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4,600,000 this year, we expect to sig-
nificantly change the demographic
dynamic by generally targeting a
younger audience. 

Our 2004-2005 plan calls for great-
ly expanding our use of an American

Baby magazine cooperative mailing
package. Our newly designed, highly
targeted bifold “mother and baby
hands” subscription brochure will be
included in their “Especially for Moth-
ers” co-op mailer. These attractive
brochures will be mailed to 1,400,000
first-time mothers whose median age is

29. Through this effort, we expect to
add close to 17,000 new young fami-
lies to our subscription file. 

Finally, we plan to design and print
two new subscription brochures for
member distribution in various congre-
gations. We are also arranging to con-
duct a three-month campaign to dis-

tribute over 325,000 of two new Good
News “take one” brochures in more
than 3,000 supermarkets and discount
stores throughout the United States.

As always, your diligent prayers are
requested for the success of these criti-
cal evangelistic efforts.

John LaBissoniere

Local Congregations Instrumental in Evangelism Efforts

“Advertising,” continued from page 1

by Roy Holladay

Pastors and brethren have been instru-
mental in the work of spreading the truth
of God and the good news of His King-
dom. Here are just a few of the evange-
listic efforts that local congregations
have been involved in of late:

• Congregations are sponsoring
cable-access television programming in
dozens of cities across the country. Both
the Tomorrow and Good News television
programs are on 50-plus stations each.

• Earlier in the year many congrega-
tions helped advertise our Jesus Christ:
The Real Story booklet in local newspa-
pers. This really helped us raise people’s
awareness of this material, contributing
to the best release of a new booklet we
have had to date.

• A number of congregations and
brethren are involved in Good News and
brochure distribution, monitoring radio
broadcasts, typing sermon transcripts,
mailing tapes to Bible Study Course
graduates and many other volunteer pro-
grams (see May United News, pages 7-
9).

• Some pastors regularly write for
their local newspaper’s religious editor-
ial sections,providing the truth of God to
the community,and bringing the work of
the Church into the public eye.

• Some congregations are sponsoring
the Good News radio program in their
area—helping to increase the coverage
this important program offers.

• A most encouraging effort is taking
place at the local congregation level
across the United States. Thirty-six of
United’s pastors (representing about 90
congregations), are regularly reaching

out to our Good News readers with var-
ious offers.

Reaching Out to Local
Good News Readers

These pastors and their congregations
are currently involved in writing letters
to Good News subscribers in their areas.
At the home office we’re encouraging
ministers to write once or twice a year to
Good News readers who have been on
file for at least two years. The home
office provides copyediting for the let-
ters and also provides the addresses. It is
important that a fresh list of addresses be
provided by the home office each time a
letter is written.

For example, Dave Mills, pastor in
Asheboro,Charlotte and Raleigh,North
Carolina, mailed a letter this month to
2,400 GN subscribers in his area who
have been on our file for at least two
years. (This is an increase of more than
1,200 over the letters mailed last year!) 

As reported in the September/Octo-
ber 2003 United News, Mr. Mills said
last year they received “108 requests for
the sermon tape, and seven people came
to hear the sermon in person. That’s a
combined total of 115—a 9.8 percent
response. I also received several phone
calls expressing interest in the Church.”

This is now the fourth summer that
Mr. Mills’congregations have made ser-
mon tape offers.

Updates From Other
Congregations

• Dave Treybig reported that his con-
gregations’ most recent mailing invited
2,500 GN readers to come to a Sabbath
service, and 15 attended in St. Peters-

burg and 18 in Tampa, Florida. He not-
ed that this generated much excitement
and energy in the congregations.

• Victor Kubik explained that the
congregations he serves have now done
five mailings, and have started narrow-
ing down the list, for example, to reach
the 200 most likely readers nearest to the
YMCA in Kokomo where they have
been holding the Sunday afternoon
Bible study. “When eight brand-new
people came, it was very exciting and
energizing!”

• Richard Pinelli noted that the
Cincinnati East congregation’s three
mailings, most recently to 350 readers,
had received about 80 requests for tapes,
though no new people showed up for the
open house.

• Jim Tuck reported that the congre-
gations in his area have done four mail-
ings. The first time they “sent out about
1,400 letters to GN subscribers in the
Oakland, San Jose, Stockton and Santa
Rosa [California] areas letting them
know who the pastor was, some things
about the local churches, and where the
respective congregations were located,”
Mr. Tuck said.

“Next we did a mailing to the GN list
offering a cassette tape with a message
entitled ‘What Is Your Part in God’s
Master Plan?’We had about 75 people
who requested the tape.

“Next in May 2003 we did an Open
House inviting the GN list to a special
service with the sermon topic, ‘What
Does Bible Prophecy Reveal Will Hap-
pen to America?’In the Santa Rosa,Oak-
land, Stockton, and San Jose areas we
had around 50 new people attend with a
few who had a former association with

the church,”Mr. Tuck said. “We have one
who continues and is now a baptized
member. We have a couple who had a
past association who continue to attend.
One interesting thing is the energy this
has created in the congregations,because
we were doing something in the area.

“Our last mailing was in December
2003 when we did a World News and
ProphecySeminar. We invited the WNP
staff to the Bay area to do a seminar on
the Sabbath. I think we sent out 900 to
1,000 letters to those subscribers just in
the San Francisco Bay area. We proba-
bly had a dozen or so new people who
attended the special seminar. We have
one or two who have continued to attend
off and on since then.”

“What we have done locally has not
caused the churches to grow numerical-
ly that much, though we have had some
growth. When we began I explained to
the brethren that our number one aim in
communicating with the GNsubscribers
is to plant seeds, and that God would
have to give the growth,” Mr. Tuck said.
“This has encouraged them to see the
‘big picture’ of what we are striving to
accomplish.”

We plan to report on other areas next
issue.

Encouraging Local
Evangelism

We would like to see more congrega-
tions participating in such “local evan-
gelism” efforts whenever they are able.
If pastors would like to see sample letters
from other congregations’efforts,please
let Peter Eddington know at the home
office and we’ll help you do a mailing in
your area.  UN
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In late June a semiannual letter was
mailed to over 11,000 subscribers in
the Australian region offering an audio
sermon tape titled “Is God a Trinity?”
by Reg Wright. The subject of the ser-
mon tape was decided upon because
many callers to the Australian Nation-
al Office have questions about the Trin-
ity, therefore indicating an interest in
the topic. 

Since the letter was mailed, the
phones at the Australian National Office
have been ringing constantly with many
Good News subscribers experiencing
their first contact with an elder of the
Church.

New Reader’s Digest Ad
A new ad in the July issue of Read-

er’s Digest in Australia offers the What
Happens After Death? booklet. This is
always an important subject for those
who have lost loved ones. One woman
rang in tears saying she had just lost her
husband and was wondering if he was
in heaven since he had never attended
church. Another man had just been
released from the hospital and did not
have long to live.

Over 1,010 have responded to the ad
in the May issue, and replies are contin-
uing to come in. The same ad was run in
Reader’s Digest in New Zealand and the

New Zealand office is also reporting a
very good response.

New and Redesigned Cards
The Australian office now has five

reply-paid cards offering different book-
lets available to members in Australia for
use in letter box drops,cardholders, stalls
and to insert into newsstand copies of the
GN. In the last financial year three of
these cards were designed—The Middle
East in Bible Prophecy, Holidays or
Holy Days? and Jesus Christ: The Real
Story. In addition the two other cards
were given a new and fresh design.

Ruth Root

Australian Semiannual Offer Goes to 11,000+

by Kevin Ford

A sunny, midsummer Sabbath morn-
ing in Montreal, Quebec, marked a new
and exciting development for the Unit-
ed Church of God in Canada. For the
first time since its beginning in 1995, the
Montreal congregation assembled to
hear a sermon in Canada’s other official
language. 

On June 26, Joel Meeker, who serves
the French-speaking areas,with his Que-
bec-born wife, Marjolaine, and two
daughters, arrived at the Greenfield Park
hall in the suburbs of Montreal, where
local pastor Graemme Marshall and over
30 brethren (including a few visitors
from Ottawa and the Canadian Nation-
al Office) were on hand to welcome
them. It was especially encouraging that
five were attending services with UCG
for the very first time. One of the new
people wanted to be baptized the same
day!

At the morning service Mr. Meeker
delivered a sermon in French,highlight-
ing the disturbing modern tendency to
view biblically-based beliefs as bigotry

and intolerance. Many of
the brethren took the opportunity to sing
from the French hymnals that Mr. Meek-
er had brought with him. After a noon
break for refreshments and fellowship,
the afternoon service featured a Power-
Point presentation of the French work
(in English).

There are many Francophones in our
Montreal congregation, but most have a
good knowledge of English, and up to
now Sabbath services have been held
exclusively in English. However, Que-

bec is a predominantly French-
speaking province, and many
people there have little or no
knowledge of English, so the
Church in Canada recognizes

the importance of developing
its outreach to them. 

Although UCGIA’s French
department has a basic staff of
only two (French-born elder
Bernard Hongerloot does most
of the translation work), and
Mr. Meeker has a heavy sched-
ule of traveling in many parts of
Africa and Europe every year,
we were very pleased that he

would take on the added commitment of
a visit to Canada. It was especially
encouraging to hear that he plans to fit a
couple of visits to Montreal into his
annual schedule, and that some of our
Montreal brethren may be able to assist
with the French work in the near future.

Montreal pastor Graemme Marshall
commented afterward, “I’m very
pleased with the whole day and it is our
hope that it can be repeated again before
too long.” UN

Montreal Hosts Open House Sabbath in French

During the early part of June, the
Bridgetown, Barbados, congregation
was the richer because of the visit of our
pastor, Arnold Hampton. Mr. Hampton
is based in Maryland,where he also pas-
tors the Columbia and Cumberland con-
gregations, and he is only able to visit us
in the Caribbean every other month.

On Tuesday, June 8, Mr. Hampton
conducted the Bible study, which high-
lighted the 144,000 of Revelation. Sev-
eral questions were asked by the mem-
bers and they also shared their views on
the topic.

On the Sabbath, the congregation
heard a message on “The Sanctity of
Worship.” Mr. Hampton urged the
brethren to recognize that the Sab-
bath is an appointment we have with
our Maker, therefore we should glo-

rify and worship Him in all sincerity.
Afterwards the brethren were served

delightful refreshments by Carolyn
Scantlebury and her faithful team.

On Sunday, June 13, the youth jour-
neyed to Sheila Burnett’s residence for a
social. Everyone, including parents and
other members, enjoyed not only the
lunch, but other activities such as sea
bathing and plain old talking. The
evening proved enjoyable and educa-
tional for the teens as they sat among the
adults. They were graced by the pres-
ence of one of Barbados’ outstanding
sons, Peter Griffith O.B.E. (Order of the
British Empire). He was honored in
Queen Elizabeth’s recent birthday hon-
ors. He is the husband of Debra Griffith,
a member of our local congregation.

Mr. Griffith gave the youth some

invaluable insights relative to life in gen-
eral as he reminisced. In the discussion,
he emphasized that one should be God-
focused as he urged the youth to make
positive values and morals the hallmark
of their lives. The youth were not pas-
sive listeners but actively participated by
asking interesting questions as well as
making some thought-provoking com-
ments during the conversation.

Mr. Griffith assists the Church
immensely by granting the Church per-
mission to conduct services at the chapel
of his establishment.

The youth activity resulted from a
needs-assessment conducted by Jenifer
Daniel. There is also a monthly Bible
study for the youth, the future leaders of
the Church.

Osmonde C. Douglas

Special Service and Youth Social Held in Barbados

UCG–Germany
Saves on Postage

The German postal service Deutsche
Post AG has agreed to allow the month-
ly publication Intern to be sent six times
a year within Germany as a supplement
to the bimonthly Gute Nachrichtenmag-
azine. Normally it costs 0.77 euro to mail
a copy of Intern within Germany. The
cost to mail Intern as a supplement is
only 0.0062 euro. With 221 Intern sub-
scribers in Germany, mailing costs will
be reduced by 1,000 euros annually.

Direct Mail Sent to
1,064 in Germany

On the last day of June, a direct mail
offer was mailed to 1,064 people for a
free subscription to the Gute Nachricht-
en magazine. The group is comprised of
everyone who had previously ordered a
sample copy of Gute Nachrichten or a
brochure during the period from 1998 to
the end of 2003. 

To date, the response rate is already
6.8 percent, including the following
comment: “Thanks for your kind offer. I
did not subscribe earlier because I was
already affiliated with the Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. However, I am interested in your
timely explanation of the Bible, so please
count me in as a new subscriber.”

Germany Reports
on Mailings

During the first six months of 2004,
the United Church of God–Germany
processed 14,745 literature mailings (a
mailing is an envelope, which may con-
tain more than one item). There were
13,943 copies of the Gute Nachrichten
magazine and 1,451 copies of the
monthly publication Intern sent to sub-
scribers. In addition,2,424 booklets were
mailed. 

The most requested publications were
the new Bible Study Course and the
booklet Das Reich Gotte—eine gute
Nachricht (The Gospel of the Kingdom).
In addition, 3,570 direct mail promo-
tional letters were mailed to subscribers.

Canadian Ads
Bringing Results

UCG–Canada reported that they had
received 991 responses to the Alive mag-
azine advertisement and 876 responses
to the Open & Save campaign.

Their next major advertisement will
appear in the September issue of Alive

magazine. This is the special back-to-
school edition, and will contain a related
article from a previousGood Newsmag-
azine, along with the Church’s reply
card.

The Canadian office also has been
busy sending out 11,000 letters explain-
ing their privacy policy. The letter is
being combined with the subscriber
development letter and a renewal form.

The average Sabbath attendance in
Canada was up 4.2 percent (538 this
year, up from 516 last year).

Deacon Ordained
in Kenya

John Otieno Owak was ordained a
deacon on Pentecost in Migori, Kenya,
by senior pastor John Elliott. All in atten-
dance expressed their appreciation and
approval of his ordination. 

Mr. Owak, assisted by his wife, Janet,
serves full-time as a one of Mr. Elliott’s
principal assistants overseeing congre-
gations in the western region of Kenya
and in northern Tanzania. He is the third
deacon to be ordained in East Africa, fol-
lowing David Gichuru and Antonio
Ndung’u.

John Elliott

Bible Study Held in
Northern Ireland

John Ross Schroeder, an elder and
media employee based in England, trav-
eled to Northern Ireland July 3 to con-
duct a Sabbath Bible study. In addition to
Mr. Schroeder, five people—four from
Northern Ireland and one from the
Republic of Ireland—attended the study,
which addressed the subject of the King-
dom of God. 

Following the study, there was an
extended question-and-answer session
and discussion,which lasted longer than
the study itself! Subjects discussed
included the true Christian Sabbath as
opposed to Sunday and how God views
Sunday-keeping churches.

The ministry in the British Isles hope
that this group will continue to develop
through a Sabbath video program and
further regular Sabbath meetings with
elders visiting from England. In addition,
the Church plans to investigate possibil-
ities for advertising The Good News in
Northern Ireland.

News
At a Glance

International

Janet and John Owak

The Montreal congre-
gation listens to Joel
Meeker deliver a sermon
in French (photos by
Edwin van Pelt)
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The annual general meeting of the
registered charity United Church of
God–British Isles took place in Brimp-
ton Village Hall, near Reading, Eng-
land, on Sunday, July 4. In the balloting
section of the meeting, members of the
Church as a charity:

• Reappointed Bryan Ellams as an
executive member of the National
Council.

• Reappointed Mark Webb as a non-
executive member of the National
Council.

• Ratified the appointment of Bar-
bara Fenney as treasurer of the Church
as a charity.

• Ratified the budget proposal for the
2004-2005 financial year.

Bryan Ellams, the chairman of the
National Council, reported on the work
of the National Council and its com-
mittees during the year. 

The chairman also thanked UCGIA
for its continued to support, including
video sermons, literature and one
employed minister.

CEO’s Report
The members heard a report from

Peter Hawkins, the chief executive offi-
cer:

“This report considers developments
in The United Church of God–British
Isles (UCG-BI) from July 2003 to June
2004. Reviewing the results, the feeling
I have is one of gratitude and the real-
ization that God has blessed us in our
efforts. And there is no doubt that the
progress was possible due to teamwork
amongst members and the ministry
alike . . .

“God continues to call people to His
Church. Five people were baptized,

three who had no previous Church of
God background. One of the five lives
in Madrid, Spain. Invitations to Bible
study presentations were sent to Good
News readers near Chelmsford, Essex;
Taunton, Somerset; Douglas, Isle of
Man; and Tonbridge, Kent. 

“The results were encouraging and in
the two areas where no services take
place, regular meetings in the form of a
monthly Bible study continue in
Chelmsford and Taunton. A monthly
interactive Bible study has also begun
near Euston Station in central London to
enable members living some distance
from existing services to meet more fre-
quently. Recently, a Bible study was
started in Coleraine, near Belfast,
Northern Ireland. Several from other
Church of God backgrounds have also
begun to fellowship with UCG-BI.

“The statistics for the Pentecost Holy
Day meetings illustrate the growth in
attendance (up 22 percent from 2003)
and financial support (offerings were up
25 percent over last year). We were able
to provide Sabbath services and Holy
Day meetings in Edinburgh for the first
portion of the Passover/Unleavened
Bread season, and Pentecost. Although
we do not have all the figures in yet,
overall income for the year appears to be
up 15 percent. A good indication of
support is in the count of new donors;
from January 2003 to April 2004 we
had 133 new donors for a total of 208,
and 51 new coworkers (who have
donated twice in six months) for a total
of 124.

“Throughout the year, Good News
readers have expressed much interest in
attending meetings of UCG-BI. This
has lead to the development of video

groups in Southampton, southwest
London, and Witham, Essex, with
preparations for other groups in Corn-
wall, Cumbria, Ipswich, Liverpool,
Manchester and Yorkshire. These small
groups watch and discuss a sermon
video in home settings. As they grow in
attendance, as has occurred in other
parts of the world, churches and Bible
studies will be started.

“The Good News mailing list grew
from 2,900 to 3,590, an increase of 24
percent as a result of Internet requests,
a Reader’s Digest advertisement to
950,000 U.K. subscribers and an offer
in a brochure with catalogue offers
called Selections (1.2 million recipi-
ents).

“Considering the 1,363 drops from
our regular renewal program, the total
number of new people added to the
mailing list was 2,382. An additional
1,700 received a sample issue. Our aver-
age renewal response was 54 percent for
the year, with 60 new donors contribut-
ing.

“The semiannual letters offered the
new booklets The Middle East in Bible
Prophecy in July 2003, and Jesus
Christ: The Real Story (March 2004).
Both subjects were very topical at the
time the letters were posted. The
responses were 22 percent and 30 per-
cent respectively, with 45 and 68 new
donors contributing to UCG-BI. In
October 2003, 700 Bible Study Course
graduates were offered the United News
monthly newspaper and 135 (19 per-
cent) requested regular issues.

“We were very glad to welcome John
Ross Schroeder into the ministry this
year. John is a senior writer for The
Good News and coordinates production

of the British and European Supple-
ment, which is sent out with each edi-
tion. This brings the total number of
ministers in UCG-BI to six. We were
also happy that David Payne of the Isle
of Man and Brian Crook of the Bricket
Wood congregation were ordained dea-
cons, and Edna Rawsthorne of the Pre-
ston congregation was ordained dea-
coness.”

Mr. Hawkins also reported on the
resumption of production of The World
Tomorrow program. Will McLoughlin
and John Ward have recorded pilot pro-
grams, but he said recording standards
need improvement. Initially these will
be put on the Web site.

He also reported on the closure of the
Eccleston office and the opening of the
Northwood office. The mailing of liter-
ature and processing of accounts are
now handled from Northwood. The
Church has had to pay a high cost to re-
furbish the Eccleston office (in excess
of £3,300) as part of the original leasing
agreement.

Europe
The Church has been receiving more

quality questions and interest from
European readers. Sweden, Croatia,
Norway, Spain and Portugal are some
of the countries where people wish to
associate with us. One problem the
Church faces is the high cost of postage
to these areas. The start of a euro
account may help readers begin to con-
tribute toward the costs. 

Paul and Kira Spenser have moved to
Sweden and are working with Solveig
Hammar on production of Swedish-lan-
guage booklets. Also Mr. and Mrs. Kurt
Hoyer,who have assisted the ministry in

East Africa, are now living in Cyprus
for a few years, and Mr. Hawkins
expressed the desire to develop a read-
ership in Cyprus while they are there. 

Budget for 2004-2005
Treasurer Barbara Fenny’s report on

the budget included:
• Donation and Gift Aid income are

based on around a 5 percent increase on
2003/04’s figures.

• Postage remains the biggest
expense and has been assessed in detail
as far as is practicable.

• There is a small allowance for
advertising projects this year. Success-
ful advertising pushes up the postage
budget, requiring prudence.

• Wages for a second part-time
employee have been included.

• The new item “contribution to
UCGIA toward literature costs” is to off-
set the increased subsidy received in the
form of Mr. Hawkins’ salary, paid
directly by UCGIA. 

National Council Meeting
A special meeting of the National

Council had been called to take place
immediately following the AGM. Mat-
ters decided were:

• Mr. Hawkins was accepted as a
ministerial member of the National
Council and was reappointed as chief
executive officer, both for three-year
terms.

• Mr. Ellams was appointed as chair-
man for a three-year term.

• The Council formally adopted the
“Child Protection Policy and Practice
Guidelines.” UN

Excerpted from the UCG-BI Nation-
al Announcements, July10, 2004.

UCG–British Isles Holds Annual General Meeting

Young Adults From Six Nations Attend Windmill Weekend 2004 in Germany
From July 2 to 4, 22 people attend-

ed the second annual international
young adults activity hosted by the
United Church of God–Germany.
Young adults from Belgium, England,
France, Germany, the Netherlands
and even the United States met at the
Windmühle Wissel, an authentic
windmill restored with hostel-style
accommodations. The windmill is
located in Germany about 15 kilome-
ters (9 miles) from the Dutch border.

The young adults arrived at the
windmill on Friday. Three visitors
from England arrived on Thursday at
the Cologne-Bonn airport and spent
the day touring the city of Cologne.
Others arrived by car or by train at the
train stations in Goch, Germany, and
Nijmegen, the Netherlands. On Fri-
day evening the group enjoyed a bar-
becue dinner of hamburgers with
grilled corn on the cob.

After a hearty breakfast on the Sab-
bath, July 3, the young adults were
divided up into five groups for an
interactive Bible study related to the
theme “The Church in the 21st Cen-
tury: Meeting the Challenge.” Each
group was given a couple of scriptures
and corresponding questions to

answer. The five teams researched
their answers and then presented them
in an hour-long discussion.

Following a light lunch, several fam-
ilies from Germany and the Nether-
lands joined the group for Sabbath ser-
vices in the afternoon. Louise
Kleinberg from England and Mirijam
Mouriseau from France performed spe-
cial music prior to the main message. 

In his sermon, German pastor Paul
Kieffer discussed the “spiritual law of
biogenesis,” explaining how the
Church survives from generation to
generation because spiritual life
imparts spiritual life via the preach-
ing of gospel, both in the public are-
na and within the Church. He showed
how the apostle Paul instructed Tim-
othy to find faithful men who would
continue to teach the truths that Paul
had taught Timothy.

After services the visiting families
and the young adults enjoyed coffee
and cake. In the evening another bar-
becue was prepared on the large out-
door grill at the windmill. This time
various sausages and salads were on
the menu. 

After sunset the group enjoyed var-
ious games including a finger paint-

ing relay and identifying each
other in various assumed identi-
ties.

On Sunday the group traveled
to nearby Xanten, a historic town
dating back to Roman times.
Xanten was a Roman military
outpost along the Rhine River,
home to the 18th legion, which,
along with two other Roman
legions, was destroyed by the
German chieftain Arminius
(Hermann) in a battle in the Teu-
toburg Forest in A.D. 9. 

The young adults
enjoyed a guided tour
in English, followed
by a light lunch in a
local restaurant. After
lunch it was time to
head in various direc-
tions for the trip
home.

The weekend was
a welcome opportu-
nity for young adults of like
belief to fellowship and encourage
one another. 

Hannah Ellams from England
described her experience this way: “I
am so excited to finally meet young

people of our belief who
I never knew existed all
these years!”

Jesmina Allaoua from
Germany, who coordinated the activ-
ity, commented on the rationale for
the event: “Some young people only
see their friends once a year at the
Feast. We are happy to provide an

additional opportunity for like-mind-
ed young adults to meet and strength-
en ties within the Church in Europe. It
was fun to see how quickly everyone
made friends and laughed a lot togeth-
er.”

Isabell Herzogenrath
This article first appeared on the

Web at www.ucog.org.

United Church of God-Germany hosted young adults from
six countries at a windmill near the Dutch border
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United Continues Efforts to Serve Eastern Europe
by Victor Kubik

From June 14 to 29 my wife, Bever-
ly, and I visited Eastern Europe as a con-
tinuation of our oversight of the work the
Church is doing in Ukraine and Estonia. 

Working With Sabbatarians
in Ukraine

People often ask me: “Whatever hap-
pened to the Ukrainian Sabbatarians that
we met in the early 1990s? Are we still
in contact with them?” The answer is
yes, we have maintained a continuous,
cordial and cooperative relationship
since we first met in 1991, the year that
religious freedom came
to Ukraine as the Soviet
Union collapsed. Since
that time I have traveled
nine times to Trans-
carpathia.

They told a fascinating
story about survival, first
under harsh Stalinist Com-
munism from the end of
World War II to 1953 when
their ministers were sent to
Siberia and the worship of
God was banned. While the
leaders of post-Stalinist times
were not as ruthless, the Sab-
batarians were still persecut-
ed yet remained devout and
faithful. Under Communism
the Sabbatarian churches

grew to 3,000 in western Ukraine,4,000
across the border in Romania and anoth-
er 3,000 in Moldova. I have really
learned a lot about the realities of perse-
cution and endurance from these people.

Dozens of them have emigrated to the
United States, mostly to Florida; North
Carolina; Portland, Oregon; Sacramen-
to, California; and Southwest Missouri.
We maintain contacts with these people
as well.

We have become close with the Sab-
batarians through our visits. We have
talked about our beliefs in detail and see
that we have much in common. Since
1992 we have also provided humanitar-
ian aid from the United States and Ger-

many. In 1994 we sent seven Ambas-
sador University students on a summer-
long project to teach ESL (English as a
Second Language). We have also trans-
lated a number of booklets and articles
for them and given them Church litera-
ture translated in the 1960s into Russian
by member Ivan Chorny, who now
attends the United Church of God in
Cleveland, Ohio. They have reprinted
some of this themselves. 

In 1996 and 1997 UCG member Dar-
lene Reddaway oversaw the translation
of the booklets Sunset to Sunset and The
Gospel of the Kingdom along with about
two dozen reprints that the Sabbatarians

published by the thousands.
We also sent 20-ton contain-
ers of food, clothing and
medicine under a U.S. State
Department program. More
recently we have helped set

up a street children’s program run by a
Sabbatarian pastor and his wife, three
computer training centers and a chil-
dren’s summer camp three of the last
four years for underprivileged children
in their communities.

Printing Our Literature
A business leader among the Sab-

batarians, Ivan Yurishko, has been
instrumental in helping implement
most of the programs that we have ini-
tiated. He owns a printing company
and has printed booklets for us in Russ-
ian and Estonian. Soon we plan to have
him print our first Swedish booklet. He
does quality work for about one third
of what it would cost to publish the
same material in the United States,plus
shipping is minimized since the desti-
nation of the literature is to locations
mostly in Eastern Europe. 
On this visit we asked for editorial

help with the Russian translation of the
Bible Study Course that is overseen by
UCG elder John Lambert who travels
twice a year to Estonia. The bulk of the
translation is done by a Russian living in
Narva, Estonia. His work is further
reviewed by UCG member Basil Kopey,
who is on assignment in Moscow, and
Belarus member Natasha Neil, now liv-
ing in Barbados. 

We also ask the Sabbatarians to
review our material before it is pub-
lished, so on this trip we gave them the
first three lessons. All the literature that
United has produced in Russian, Eston-
ian, Latvian, Lithuanian and Polish is

available on our UCG Web site at
www.ucg.org/litlibrary/easteuropean/.

One of the purposes of the trip was to
continue discussion about the obser-
vance of the Holy Days. We have main-
tained this discussion since our first vis-
it in 1992. Most of the Sabbatarians do
not observe the Holy Days. 

Many of the people are resistant to
keeping the Feasts as they look to expe-
riences of others Sabbatarians in Roma-
nia who would adopt the festivals, but
then would adopt other practices that
tended toward Judaism,not understand-
ing that the feasts center around Jesus
Christ starting with the Passover. They
all do keep the Passover. This time, there
was stronger interest. They requested
Holy Day calendars and some of the
leaders wanted to move forward, but
others are still resistant. We do have the
booklet about the Holy Days that we

translated in 1993 still available. 
On the Sabbath I spoke in

Khust in the morning. In the
afternoon we drove five miles
to Rokosovo where I then gave
one of the sermons in the
church we originally started
working with. Driving on the
Sabbath is frowned upon, but
with our short visit the travel
between churches was accept-
able, however, we had to wait
until sunset at 9:30 p.m. before
returning to Khust. The pastor
invited us to his home for dinner
and we spent an evening of talk-
ing and singing spiritual songs. 

For those interested in
more about the history and

details of our relationship with the
Sabbatarians, go to the Internet at
www.lifenets.org/ukraine/.

On Sunday, June 20, Ivan Yurishko
drove Beverly and me across the
Carpathian Mountains to Dubno, the

home of my relatives on the
Kubik side of the family. We
spent two days with my aunt, cousins,
second cousins and grandmother. 

Helping the Children of
Chernobyl

From here we took an overnight train
to Kiev June 22 and were picked up by
Vasyl Pasichnyk who manages a reha-

bilitation center for
children 40 miles
east of the site of
Chernobyl, the site
of the world’s
worst nuclear ac-
cident. He and
two other doc-
tors established
this rehabilitation
center on the 10th
anniversary of the

disaster. The government had done noth-
ing in this regard in his province. 

Since 1995 Maurice Frohn and I have
helped building and equipping the cen-
ter. We have sent over five sea contain-
ers of medial supplies and have raised
money for construction. From a modest
start rehabilitating 30 children in an old
government nursery building in 1996,
they have now grown to where they are
working with a maximum of about 215
children each month. They help main-
stream disabled children and carry out
therapy on many children with nerve-
based diseases such as cerebral palsy. 

Our work in the Chernobyl area has
led us to apply what we learned to help-
ing many of our needy brethren in
developing areas.

Reaching Estonia
The last leg of our Eastern European

trip was to visit our brethren in Estonia,
a two-hour flight from Kiev. I had not
been back to Estonia for three years.

Our work in Estonia began before
1990 when Estonia was still one of the
15 republics in the Soviet Union. A pas-
tor from Germany traveled there regu-
larly to care for the fledgling congre-
gation in Tartu. Like the rest of the
Church, Estonia went through the

upheavals of the mid-1990s, but the
Spirit of God is still there and, through
the dedicated work and care of elder
John Lambert and his wife, Hazel, a
work and church have continued.
Together we have been overseeing the
translation and printing of booklets and
the Bible Study Course into the Eston-

ian language and building a solid base.
We have regularly held the Feast of

Tabernacles in Estonia, and from 1997
to 2000 international transfers were
invited. Since that time John Lambert
and his family have traveled to Estonia
and kept the Feast with the members
there along with UCG elder Henrikas
Klovas,who travels by bus from Lithua-
nia. For 2005 we once again are plan-
ning to open Estonia for international
transfers.

On the Sabbath of June 26, 12 of us
met for a service. Henrikas Klovas took
the arduous 15-hour bus ride from
Lithuania to meet with us. Both Hen-
rikas and I spoke. Language is still a
severe handicap. In our small meeting
three languages were buzzing: English,
Russian and Estonian.

In Estonia there has been a shift lan-
guage-wise moving from Russian to
English and secondarily German so my
Russian expertise is of diminishing val-
ue. Russian is still spoken by the older
people; however, young adults hardly
even know Russian. The economy of
Estonia is improving. Estonia recently
joined the European Union and is sched-
uled to use the euro as its currency in a
few years. 

On Monday we visited the family
Christian radio station Pere Raadio in
Tartu. They have been running adver-
tisements offering not only The Good
News in English,but also the Bible Study
Course in Estonian. They have been
very good to us in helping us promote
our literature.

The Good News and other literature
is prepared for mailing at John Lam-
bert’s home, then bulk-shipped to one of
our ladies in Estonia who applies local
postage and mails them. Here are statis-
tics for what we do in the Baltic
republics (Estonia, Latvia and Lithua-
nia):

• 118 Good News magazines go into
the three Baltic nations.

• 113 students receive the Bible Study
Course in the Estonian language.

• 130 Estonian booklets about the
Kingdom of God have been sent out.

• Total mailing list in Estonia is 160.
We returned to the United States on

June 29 after a very full and fulfilling
journey in which we were so pleased to
see so many things go in the right direc-
tion.  UN

Lithuanian elder Henrikas Klovas
conducts part of the Sabbath meeting in
a Tartu, Estonia, hotel room with 12
people present. Left: Henrikas Klovas
and Alexei Marvejev at Tartu bus station
ready to head to their homes

LifeNets Ukraine supports the work of
Sabbatarian minister Vasyl Polichko
and his wife, Irina, who is pictured
above right with the street children
whose lives they have helped transform
in the last three years. Above: Young
ladies choral group sings during
Sabbath services in Khust on June 19

Victor Kubik with his
grandmother, Hannah
Kubik. At Chernihev
Revival Center for
Rehabilitation of Disabled
Children, a youngster
receives therapy while his
mother holds his hand
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Rock Climbing, Kayockey—New Activities Featured at Hye Sierra
A total of 91 campers from 13 states

and Mexico gathered in California’s
high country for a week in “the Zone”
at Camp Hye Sierra, June 27 to July 4.

God’s blessing was evident in every
aspect of camp, from the spirit of joy
and peace among the campers and staff,
to the perfect weather and the obvious
interventions God inspired so that all of
our scheduled activities were able to be
held—though not necessarily as we
had originally planned! 

Lemons Into Lemonade
We were excited to add rock climb-

ing and rappelling to our activity sched-
ule this year, but three weeks before
camp the Forest Service informed us
that peregrine falcons had decided to
nest in the area we were planning to
use, and the cliffs would be closed for
the season. 

With the help of the adventure pro-
gram director from another camp near
Hye Sierra, a quick trip to scout out a
new climbing area proved successful.
We located a beautiful area with mul-
tiple climbs right along a creek.

There was one problem, however.
We would need to get a special-use
permit from the Forest Service in
order to use the area. The other camp
director had been working for months
already on renewing their own spe-
cial-use permit, and we wondered if
we would be able to get ours in time
for camp. With God’s help, we were
able to have our permit request
processed and approved in just over a
week, and we had our permit in hand
just four days before camp was to
begin. 

The new location proved to be an
even better climbing area than the
one we originally planned to use!
The climbing and rappelling class
was one of the most popular activi-
ties this year.

A New Sport Is Born—
Kayockey!

For the second year in a row, our
plans to kayak on the nearby Kings
River were dashed. With just a small
pond on the camp where we teach basic
skills, we hoped to bring more adven-
ture and challenge to the program by
getting onto a flowing river. However,
because of dangerously high water lev-
els we couldn’t do it. 

So we turned our pond into a playing
field and decided to play hockey in our
kayaks. Just imagine two teams of five
kayakers each, racing around an acre-
sized pond, using their paddles like
hockey sticks to move and pass the ball
toward the goal. 

Kayockey was such a hit with the
campers, it will now have a permanent
place in our activity schedule. All the
fundamental paddling and balance
skills of kayaking were learned very
quickly in the game—especially the
skill of getting back into the kayak after
tipping over! 

Challenge Hike Changes
Our older campers have the chance

to apply for a special “challenge hike,”
which last year ascended 11,210-foot
Alta Peak on an overnight hike. This
year we had to change plans and select-
ed a spectacular one-day hike to an
alpine lake. 

The trip to Emerald Lake started
under clear skies, and the campers
lunched at “The Watchtower” where
the view down to Tokopah Falls, 1,600
feet below, is breathtaking. 

But thunderclouds began building
as the day went on, and the campers
had to turn back before reaching their
destination. They were not to be dis-
appointed, though, as they were able
to see five foraging black bears on
their return trip—two sows and three
cubs. 

“Own the Zone”
The theme for Camp Hye Sierra this

year was “Own the Zone.”To be able to
enjoy a week of fellowship and fun in
the supportive environment of camp—
a microcosm of the Kingdom of God—

is one of the great blessings of camp for
our teens. But by adopting godly val-
ues and building right character, we can
take the camp experience home with us
after we leave. 

The morning Compass Checks and
evening Christian Living classes
focused on the six pillars of character
emphasized in the “Character Counts”
program: trustworthiness, respect,
responsibility, fairness, caring and citi-
zenship. Each year, surveys show that
the majority of campers say the Chris-
tian Living classes are the most helpful
part of camp.

We had three special guests at camp
this summer. President Roy Holladay
joined us for the last half of camp and
presented a Christian Living session on
“Relationships.” UYC National Direc-
tor Larry Greider visited during the first
part of camp. And two-time Olympic

gold medalist in the decathlon, Bob
Mathias, spoke to the campers, signed
au tog raphs
and answered
questions as
well. 

Mr. Mathias originally built the
camp and still owns property in the
mountains next to the camp where he
spends the Fourth of July weekend with
his family.

Campers participated in a wide vari-
ety of activities, including basketball,

volleyball, dance (you should see those
campers do the salsa!), archery, fishing,

arts and crafts, orienteering, a hike to
see the giant sequoia trees and more.
By the time the final banquet and dance
were held on Saturday night, all were
agreed that this was a great year. We are
already looking forward to next year!

James Capo

This year 111 campers and 49 staff
members gathered at Camp Wood-
men in northern Alabama for a week
beginning July 4. 

Staff members congregated on the
Sabbath before camp for services and
a potluck hosted by the Birmingham
and Gadsden, Alabama, congrega-
tions. Their warm hospitality and
prayers for a successful camp were
greatly appreciated. Saturday night
after an orientation meeting, the staff
traveled to Woodmen to prepare for
the arrival of the campers on Sunday.

Rain was a concern for many
before camp due to the fact that the
area had been experiencing daily rain
for the previous four weeks. Prayers
were answered because the weather

didn’t interfere with daytime camp
activities, and it was cooler than
expected. Novelty Olympics were
held inside the dining hall rather than
outside due to rain, but otherwise
activities went as planned.

Pentathlon
Something unique to Camp Wood-

men is its pentathlon, and every
camper returned home with a score
sheet. This year’s pentathlon events
were archery, basketball, outdoor liv-
ing skills, riflery and swimming.
There were 50 points possible in each
category, for a total of 250 possible
points. 

For the first time, every camper
completed the swimming require-

ments of swimming six lengths of the
pool. The highest male and female
camper scores were turned in by
David Dance of the Cleveland, Ten-
nessee, congregation and Melissa Fer-
gen of the Wichita, Kansas, congre-
gation.

Fireworks
As is camp tradition, once again

fireworks were part of the activities.
The fireworks display occurred after
Thursday evening’s talent show.
Many of the campers and staff
brought musical instruments specifi-
cally for the show. Instruments
included a drum set, guitars, bass, vio-
lin, keyboard and many sets of vocal
cords. 

Camp Woodmen: Pentathlon, Fireworks, Music and More

Kayakers practice two-man rescue; rappelling; and Olympic gold medalist
Bob Mathias, who originally built the camp, greets President Roy Holladay

Campers enjoy the water slide at Camp Woodmen (photos by Mark Winner)
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Beach Activities Featured at South African Winter Camp

This year the Nashville and
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, congrega-
tions held their first preteen camp,
Camp Tomahawk, at the beautiful
Nathan Bedford Forrest Park in Cam-
den, Tennessee. 

A total of 61 children and 49 adults
came together for Christian Living
classes, swimming, leatherworks,
woodworking, kickball, volleyball,
field games and much more. 

Spirits were high and attitudes were
spectacular as everyone worked
together in teamwork and unity to cre-
ate a truly wonderful camp experi-
ence.

Despite severe weather in all areas
surrounding camp, the camp was
unaffected other than a brief power
outage in the middle of the night. The
110 people came home tired but very

uplifted and eager to experience camp
again next year.

Shari Fooshe 

Camp Tomahawk,
from left: Courtney
Franke, age 4, enjoys
a burger; John
Kovalchick teaches
relay races and
teamwork games;
Teddy White floats on
the lazy river ride
(photos by Jim
Robbins)

Water, beach and adventure activi-
ties were the themes of the 2004 South
African Winter Youth Camp held at
the Glenmore Eco-Centre on the Kwa
Zulu Natal South Coast. The camp,
approximately 170 kilometers (100
miles) south of Durban, is situated
very close to the beach, which enabled
the campers to enjoy the beauty of the
South Coast. 

The 25 campers from Durban,
Johannesburg, East London and Cape
Town enjoyed eight full days of water
and adventure activities from July 4 to
14. Bill and Cheryl Jahns, the minister
and his wife from the Johannesburg
congregation, taught the Christian
education classes. Grant Chick and his
wife, Kim, members from the Durban
congregation, served as camp director.

One of the highlights of the camp
was the “potjiekos” competition in
which the campers and staff had to pre-
pare a beef stew in a cast iron pot over
an open flame. 

The beach activities included sea
kayaking, surf rafting, swimming,
snorkeling, team building competitions

(such as sea kayak
races, tug-of-war and
sand sculpting) and
beach hikes. The Eco-
Centre also provided
e nv i r o n m e n t a l l y
based education activ-
ities, including learn-
ing about shells,

seashore and marine life. The adven-
ture activities included archery, moun-
tain biking, abseiling/rappelling, orien-
teering and three different obstacle
courses.

S a b b a t h
services were
held during
camp. Local
m e m b e r s
joined the
campers and
staff for ser-
vices. André

van Belkum (pastor of the Dur-
ban congregation and chairman
of the South African National
Council) traveled down to give
the sermon and spent the
evening and the next day with
the campers. That evening the
campers enjoyed a “night at the
movies” and watched the
movie Sea Biscuit.

Christian education classes
were carried out every evening
covering topics such as the
basic doctrines of God’s
Church, the stars and the solar
system. One evening was taken
to view the video Sex Has a
Price Tag, followed by a dis-
cussion with questions and

answers. A “Compass Check” was held
each morning to focus the thoughts on
the day ahead.

It was sad to see all the youth go
home. Plans are already being made for
next year and we would welcome any
prospective campers from overseas
who would like to join us.

Grant Chick

Simphiwe Duma, Nkosinathi Mazibuko, Musa Mazibuko, Reuben Malgas
and Zamani Ndlela prepare to snorkel; surf rafting; Russell Moore and
Arnoldt Visser master the waves in their sea kayak (photos by Grant Chick)

The performances were appreciat-
ed by all as Camp Woodmen was tru-
ly blessed with a talented group of
young people. The variety
ranged from vocal solos to a
full band to comedy skits.
There were lots of laughs and
fun for all. 

The grand finale to the talent
show was a lively performance
given by all the elders present.
Rick Beam, Andy Burnett,
Todd Carey, Eric Evans, Mike
Grovak and Chris Moen
backed up Ken Martin singing
and playing piano and Mark
Winner playing the drums.
They performed an appropriate
piece called “Living in the
USA.” It was truly memorable.

Camp Woodmen attendees

have become a family. Each
year is like a family reunion.
Many campers return every

year and some longtime campers have
become staff members, enthusiasti-
cally serving and welcoming new and

returning campers. The sentiment at
the end of camp could be summed up

by saying, “Can’t wait till next year!”
Colleen Winner

The climbing wall, pamper pole and pool at Camp Woodmen

Tennessee Preteens Enjoy First Year at Camp Tomahawk
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■  Our experience has
shown us the advantages of
planning extra time for our
Feast trip and traveling with
others when possible.
by Bruce Gore

God’s feasts are often referred to as
pilgrim feasts, because they involve
going on a pilgrimage—traveling. In
years past, many of us had not traveled
much until we learned God’s truth.
Boy, did that change! Some had rarely
traveled outside the community where
they had grown up. Now they were
making arrangements to travel to dis-
tant sites all over the United States!

What was your most memorable
Feast trip? Yes, Feast trip, not Feast?

All year, we save to journey to the
various places God has placed His
name for the eight days of worship and
fellowship at the Feast of Tabernacles.
Because of God’s command to save a
Festival tithe and to go and celebrate
before the Lord, some of us have trav-
eled to places we probably would nev-
er otherwise have seen.

Each year, for more than 40 years, I
have eagerly looked forward to being
with God’s people at the Feast of Taber-

nacles. These times have provided
some awesome memories—great mes-
sages, wonderful food, new friends and
travel opportunities.

God’s servant Moses instructs us in
Deuteronomy that we are not to keep
these festivals at home, but that we are
to bind up the tithe in our hands and go
to the place where God chooses for
them to be observed. Getting there can
be a lot of fun!

Travel opportunities can be enjoy-
able and educational. Usually there are
historical and recreational sites along
the way if we take the time to research
them and then visit them. The research
can be a fun family project, and the
experiences can be especially benefi-
cial for our children.

Our Experience
One year my wife and I with our

three small children got together with
another family and left for the Feast two
or three days early. We caravanned
together, stayed at the same motel and
ate our meals together. 

Our second day out, we reached the
beautiful evergreens in a northern Ari-
zona state park, found a couple of tables
and laid out a nice picnic lunch. At that
time of year the park was fairly empty.
The kids ran off some of their energy
playing chase in the cool mountain air. 

We then loaded up and headed for
the Grand Canyon not too far away.
This was our first time to see one of the
most breathtaking geological sites in
North America. From there we drifted
south toward Tucson, visiting some
Pueblo Indian ruins along the way. 

I don’t think our families will ever
forget how enjoyable this trip was for
all of us. We arrived at the Feast early
with plenty of time to check into our
motel, relax, eat and enjoy the opening
night service.

Over the years we have been blessed
to see and experience so much of this
beautiful earth and some of its history
simply because God has commanded
us to travel to His festivals.

Two Suggestions
Not everyone is able to, but if you

can, let me suggest two things you can
do to make your Feast trip better:
leave early and travel with others. It
can make the trip so much more
enjoyable to travel with friends and
enjoy things along the way together.
This is especially true for families
with children.

Many of our brethren are getting
older and driving is not as easy as it
once was. Some of them would appre-
ciate the opportunity to travel with
others—even having someone to help

them with the driving, especially
through the larger cities.

Luke writes of Christ’s family trav-
eling to keep the Passover (Luke 2:41-
44). Here was a group of extended fam-
ily and friends making their journey to
the Feast. It could have taken several
days to complete the journey. 

Can you imagine how enjoyable it
was for the families on these trips to
God’s feasts—adults eating, talking
and singing around campfires, the chil-
dren running and playing together!
Somehow I picture them traveling at a

little more leisurely pace than some of
us do, taking the time to enjoy the trip
and each other.

If you can leave early, it’s so much
better than working up to the last minute
and making a mad dash for the Feast,
arriving stressed out, perhaps late into
the night of the first day, too late or too
worn out to attend the opening service.

God wants you and your family to
rejoice before Him for a full eight days.
You’ll be better able to accomplish that
by carefully planning your pilgrimage
as well. UN

Planning a Better Feast Trip
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■ A personal reflection on a
day yet to come—in a
wonderful world tomorrow.
by Keith Willis

I woke up early, but stayed in bed
awhile thinking about how I was a sur-
vivor of the tribulation period that came
on the whole earth. I thought about how
I was the only one of my immediate
family and friends who survived those
horrible 31⁄2 years. Why God chose me
to survive, I still don’t know, because I
never had any interest in religion. But I
am thankful that He did.

My wife was now awake, and we got
out of bed together before dawn as we
usually do. While I fed our horses and
chickens, my wife made breakfast for
us and our two young children. 

While doing my chores I was again
struck by how different my life is now.
I remembered back to the time before
the tribulation. Then one of the first
things I would do each morning was
grab the morning newspaper to read
with my coffee. The news was almost
all bad—about crime, wars, diseases,
natural disasters, tremendous accidents
and unstable financial markets. Then
I’d hurry to my car to make my daily
commute to work in rush-hour traffic.

Our lives were hectic.
Now we live peaceful, unhurried

lives. Not at all like it was before—a
bizarre race to an undefined future. No
more commuting in rush-hour traffic to
a job where no matter how much you
accomplished, it was never enough, in
order to make money to buy things we
didn’t really need.

Life is much simpler now. We work
for ourselves on the land given to us by
the family of God. We raise our own
food and always have more than we
need. We always have good weather.
No more freezing winters. No more
scorching summers, and we are given
rain for our crops just when we need it. 

Our houses are pleasant and com-
fortable. We don’t have locks on the
doors because there is no crime and no
one lives in fear. Everything we use is
biodegradable. We don’t have all the
electronic entertainment equipment we
used to have, because it just kept peo-
ple isolated and apart. Many of the old
desires don’t even come to mind any-
more since Satan has been restrained.

It’s time to go in the house. Before
we eat my wife’s delicious breakfast,
we pray together as a family. I start the
prayer, thanking God for His tremen-
dous blessings, for accomplishing His
plan so far and for being true to His
Word. Then my wife adds to the prayer,

and then each of our children. I look at
our children and am so thankful they
were born in the Kingdom when God
has restored and refreshed all things
(Acts 3:19). We have no illness any-
more, and if we should suffer an acci-
dent, we can be instantly healed.

I help my wife clear the table as the
children get ready for school. Farming
isn’t as hard as it was before the tribu-
lation period, so today I’m going to
continue work on building a house for
relatives.

I take some materials to the house.
When I get there, my tools are right
where I left them. No one steals
because Satan has been restrained; and
if someone should give more than a
thought to it, “Your eyes shall see your
teachers. Your ears shall hear a word
behind you, saying, ‘This is the way,
walk in it,’ whenever you turn to the
right hand or whenever you turn to the
left” (Isaiah 30:20-21).

After several good hours of produc-
tive work, I take a break. A guest drops
by while I’m having lunch. A mountain
lion has come snooping around to see
what’s going on. I give him a little of
my lunch and some of the water I drew
from the well. I pet his head and he rolls
over onto his back. I rub his belly and
he purrs like a huge house cat.

After lunch he goes on his way and I
go back to work. I can only work for
about three more hours and then I have
to start back home. You see, today is the

preparation day before God’s Sabbath.
I arrive home well before sundown

and take care of some chores and start
to get cleaned up. The children are
home from school and my wife almost
has the Sabbath dinner ready. It’s a
meal we look forward to all week.

As the sun sets and the Sabbath
begins, once again I begin the family
prayer. As we enjoy our Sabbath din-
ner, we talk about our day and about
how blessed we are. We talk with antic-
ipation about going to church and see-
ing all our friends and neighbors. The
children are learning to play musical
instruments and are excited to be offer-
ing special music with the children’s
orchestra at church.

It’s all very different now. Everyone
stops working on the Sabbath, and
everyone goes to the same Church.
Church is the center of everything. It is
where we go to worship God together
and learn more about His ways. It is
also the place of our local government,

administered by the family of God. It is
where our children go to school, and
where we have meetings and social
functions. It is the center of our com-
munity.

On Sabbath morning we get up a bit
later. Sabbath services begin around 10.
After services we have a feast together.
Each family brings food and drink,
what you used to call a potluck. After
the meal and much good conversation
with our beloved friends and neighbors,
we meet again for announcements and
then break into groups for Bible stud-
ies.

After the Bible studies, there is more
socializing and before you know it, the
sun is ready to set and the Sabbath is
nearly over. It was a joyous, most holy
day. Peace has truly come to the earth.

If I had known before the tribulation
period what God had in store for
mankind, how blessed, how peaceful
and how fulfilling our lives would be,
how beautiful the earth would be, how
wonderful all mankind can be with
God’s help—I would have read the
Bible and tried to have a personal rela-
tionship with God.

I am off to bed now, and so I will
leave you with this: Do all you can to be
in the wonderful Kingdom of God! UN

For more information about the
Kingdom of God, request our free
booklet, The Gospel of the Kingdom.
You can read it or request it online at
www.ucg.org/booklets.

A Day in the Kingdom of God
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■ How can the 21st-century
Church preach the true
gospel effectively?
by Will McLoughlin

In the course of a conversation with
a somewhat discouraged friend, I men-
tioned that at least he had the comfort
of knowing that the United Church of
God is still preaching the gospel.

It was as if I had touched a raw nerve.
He became indignant, red-faced,
almost angry. “Do you think you’re the
only ones preaching the gospel?” he
asked. So I put my hand on my mouth
in the time-honored tradition of one
who has put his foot in it (Proverbs
30:32).

This experience caused me to take
stock of my position with regard to the
gospel. Did I have it right? Was what I
said true? It caused me to think long
and hard, reviewing my own under-
standing.

Understanding the Gospel
It struck me that I had come face-to-

face with an approach and attitude
toward the gospel that thousands of
people find themselves in. Many are
now on their own, staying at home
rather than attending Sabbath services,
and virtually abandoning what they
previously considered to be their part
in preaching the gospel.

Please join me in my deliberations
resulting from that conversation with a
good friend.

The gospel is “God’s story.”The first
four books of the New Testament are

referred to as the Gospels, but the
meaning is far wider than that.

Jesus Christ came preaching the
gospel of the Kingdom of God (Mark
1:15). It was preached to Abraham even
before New Testament Christianity
began (Galatians 3:8).

To preach the gospel is to announce
or publish the good news of the King-
dom of God and teach the things that
concern our Lord Jesus Christ (Acts
28:31).

The gospel is unchanging and eternal
(Revelation 14:6). The gospel does not
and will not alter. It is absolutely unique
(Galatians 1:7-12).

The gospel is also mysterious (Eph-
esians 6:19). What does this mean?
Christ said that it would be preached as
a witness. He said that many would not
understand at the time, but that under-
standing would come later (Romans
11:25-26).

The Nature of the Gospel
Let’s examine an important question

about the gospel. What is it? What does
the gospel represent in scope, power
and principle?

Let us consider two foundational
scriptures. First Matthew 24:14: “This
gospel of the kingdom will be preached
in all the world as a witness to all the
nations, and then the end will come.”

Matthew 28:18-20 is the second
basic scripture:

“And Jesus came and spoke to them,
saying, ‘All authority [power, KJV] has
been given to Me in heaven and on
earth. Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to
observe all things that I have com-
manded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.”

From these two passages we see that
this is a worldwide mission—it is not
primarily a local or regional task.

(Our booklet The Gospel of the
Kingdom examines the meaning of the
true gospel in greater detail.)

Our Personal
Responsibility

It is imperative that we all get on with
doing God’s work and preaching the
gospel of the Kingdom. It should be
done in all the world and with spiritual
power.

What do you consider to be your per-
sonal responsibility? Some groups have
a tape program. Other small groups
may be effective in a localized manner,
but because of their size they cannot
reach out beyond their local area.

Some say Herbert W. Armstrong
(1892-1986) has already fulfilled the
Church’s commission. But how could
that be, considering that there are many
millions more people on this earth since
he died in January 1986?

Preaching the gospel is a worldwide
mission. We are responsible before
God to support and participate in that
mission.

The Divine Commission
The preaching of the gospel is com-

manded. We have read Christ’s instruc-
tion in Matthew chapters 24 and 28. It
may not be one of the big Ten, but it’s
only one rung down the ladder. Not
doing it actually contravenes the First

and Third Commandments (1 Corinthi-
ans 9:16-18).

The apostle Paul said, “Woe is me if
I do not preach the gospel!” Preaching
the gospel is nonnegotiable. It must be
done. It is imperative, urgent, obligato-
ry, commanded. We must rise to the
challenge. Woe unto us if we don’t
preach the gospel!

Do we see preaching the gospel as a
priority as the apostle Paul did? Paul
wanted to join hands with others in get-
ting the job done. We need to do what-
ever we can to ensure that this gospel is
preached effectively.

The Fellowship of the
Gospel

The Bible clearly indicates that the
gospel creates a common bond, a real
fellowship.

Notice what the apostle Paul wrote
in Philippians 1:3-5: “I thank my God
upon every remembrance of you,
always in every prayer of mine making
request for you all with joy, for your fel-
lowship in the gospel from the first day
until now” (emphasis added).

Are we personally striving with the
power that is within us toward unity in
preaching the gospel?

The cross of Christ can be obscured
by clever arguments and wrangling
about details. The priority for Paul was
to preach the gospel. Consider its over-
riding importance.

Some think that they can preach the
gospel in isolation. But even if they
are able to help convert many, with
whom would those converts fellow-
ship? Who would answer their ques-
tions? What literature would guide

them to greater biblical understand-
ing?

There needs to be an effective infra-
structure in place, a fellowship of like-
minded people who want to unite to get
the gospel out to this world.

The United Church of God has
developed an infrastructure that offers
extensive resources for study and fel-
lowship: magazines, booklets and
brochures, Web sites, a Bible Study
Course, the Bible Reading Program
and fellowship opportunities at con-
gregations, Bible studies and video
groups in many countries.

Do you ask yourself what spirit is
enabling this work to be done? Do you
recognize it? Do you feel a close affin-
ity with it?

Preaching the Gospel Today
Consider this modern age with all its

communications technology. It wasn’t
there when the gospel was first
preached. We are now responsible to
use it to its full effect.

How important to you is publishing
the gospel? Does it override, even nul-
lify, differences we may have with oth-
ers? Remember that the gospel itself
creates a kind of fellowship that we
should be a part of.

God is single-minded, unified in pur-
pose. So His Church must be likewise.
Our desire must be to work together to
get the job done.  UN

Will McLoughlin is assistant pastor
of the North London (Bricket Wood)
congregation in England. This article
appeared in the May/June 2004 British
and European Supplement to The
Good News.

Rising to the Challenge

■ What does God want us
to learn from this tenacious
weed that tends to choke out
surrounding plants?
by Andy McClain

During the spring, summer and early
fall months many of us spend time out-
side mowing our lawns or gardening.
Perhaps beautiful flowers and fragrant
roses enhance the enjoyment of our
properties. Or we may enjoy fresh veg-
etables such as a red tomato, yellow
squash or even a green pepper. But there
is one plant that you will probably not
appreciate if you find it on your proper-
ty—the thistle.

Unfortunately, despite our efforts to
combat this weed, thistles can be a prob-
lem for some of us in our lawns or gar-
dens. But we can learn a great deal from
this aggravating plant. 

Thistles choke out plants exactly the
way Satan tries to choke or stifle our
commitment to God. Christ talked about
this effect in the parable of the sower:
“Now he who received seed among the
thorns is he who hears the word, and the
cares of this world and the deceitfulness

of riches choke the word, and he
becomes unfruitful” (Matthew 13:22).
The word thorns used by Christ
describes very closely the plant that we
know as the thistle.

The thistle is a perennial herb with a
deep-seated complex system of roots
spreading horizontally, and these roots
give rise to aerial shoots. The 1- to 4-foot
tall stems are slender, green and freely
branched. The heads are many and rela-
tively small. You might identify them in
your yard by their beautiful purple flow-
ers. Although the thistle does poorly in
wet soils without much aeration, it can
grow in a wide variety of soil types and
can be found almost everywhere.

If you are not familiar with thistles,
you may think they are just another wild-
flower. However, once the thistle is
established, its root system works to
choke out surrounding plants. Like the
thistle’s beautiful purple flowers, this
world is also pretty on the surface. Satan
works very hard to make this world we
live in very alluring and captivating. But
we cannot let this world choke our rela-
tionship with God by letting it attract our
attention or capture our affection.

We are reminded by the apostle John
that we should “not love the world or the

things in the world. If anyone loves the
world, the love of the Father is not in
him. For all that is in the world—the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life—is not of the Father but is
of the world” (1 John 2:15-16). God
strengthens us with His Holy Spirit so
that we can resist Satan’s pull and be
filled with “the fruits of righteousness”
(Philippians 1:9-11; Ephesians 3:14-19). 

The thistle is an incredibly tenacious
plant. It mainly grows and spreads
through its creeping horizontal roots that
can even survive winters. It produces

numerous shoots year after year and can
survive indefinitely through the root sys-
tem. The thistle seedlings develop a
fibrous taproot, and within a few
months, the main root thickens and
develops lateral roots that expand and
spread. Eventually aerial shoots with
flowers then develop. What makes the
thistle an obstinate weed is its ability to
regenerate from just a small remaining
piece of root.

Sadly, it doesn’t take much for Satan
to plant his thistles in our minds. He
knows our weaknesses and sends out
small thoughts or attitudes for us to deal
with. Each one may have a different ger-
mination rate. If we allow these thoughts
to grow, they can choke out the fruit of
God’s Spirit. 

The apostle Paul tells us about a sad
example of someone who became
choked by this world, Demas. It seems
he had been actively involved in the
work of God with Paul and Luke, and
he sent greetings to the Colossians
(Colossians 4:14). But later in 2 Timo-
thy 4:10, Paul says that “Demas has for-
saken me, having loved this present
world . . .” We must guard our minds
from the thistle seeds that Satan spreads.
Otherwise their roots will become
deeply embedded, spreading in our
minds. 

Fortunately, thistles can be controlled

and eradicated. By planting competitive
crops such as alfalfa and forage grasses,
and with repeated tillage or mowing for
a few months, it is possible to get rid of
thistles.

The lesson for us is that we should
plant the truth of God constantly in our
minds and “aerate” it with the Holy Spir-
it so that Satan’s thistles cannot compete
with our healthy root system of right-
eousness. Our minds should be renewed
through the seeds of God’s Word as we
live our lives in service to Him.

As the apostle Paul wrote, “I beseech
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies
of God, that you present your bodies a
living sacrifice,holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service. And
do not be conformed to this world,but be
transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is that
good and acceptable and perfect will of
God” (Romans 12:1-2; see also Eph-
esians 4:17, 22-24).

We have to remain persistent in our
pursuit of righteousness, despite what-
ever we may face in our lives. Satan will
constantly try to destroy our commit-
ment and faith in God. By rooting out
the thistles that choke our spiritual
growth, we may indeed bear fruit and
produce “some a hundredfold, some six-
ty, some thirty,” as Christ said in
Matthew 13:23.  UN

Are You Caught in a Thistle?
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Video Studio Will Help Church Take Advantage of TV on Internet

(graduation will be covered in the next
issue), the students put on a charity auc-
tion/variety show/dinner, a charity car
wash fund-raiser, a potluck
with the home office staff and
helped in the home office. The
ABC choir performed in a
number of surrounding con-
gregations. The students also

had a campout, a games and sports
night “lock-in,” barbecues at Gary and
Barbara Antion’s house and a field trip
to the Louisville Slugger Bat Company
and Museum. And those are just some
of the activities in June and July!

Faculty and Student
Comments

In the final, special edition of ABC
Times, students and faculty members
shared some thoughts and memories of
the year.

Daniel Fitzpatrick, a student from
Massachusetts who first learned about
the Church four years ago, said, “This
has been an incredible experience for
me. Learning straight from the Bible
has been so eye-opening. I truly thank

all of the instructors and the
Church for creating ABC!”

Lindsay Campbell, a stu-
dent from Oregon, said,
“The best thing I can think
that I get to take away from
ABC is the wealth of knowl-
edge and understanding that
I have had the chance to
receive. I have learned more
in seven months than in my
first two years of college.”

Gary Antion, ABC coordi-
nator and admissions officer,

said, “The
theme was
‘Catching the
Vision.’And catch
it you did! It was a
joy to see you
grow in godliness
and understand-
ing. You have
learned to use the
Scriptures to sup-
port your beliefs,
give comfort and to
grow in the stature
of Jesus Christ.

There have been more baptisms this
year among this ABC class than any
previous one.”

“You have been given a truckload of
Bible knowledge and principles on how
to live a godly life,” said Roy Holladay,
who teaches the Epistles of Paul class.
He encouraged the class to apply the
knowledge, since “the Bible was not
written to be argued over, but to help us
become like God.”

Paul Spenser, one of three students

who joined the class during the second
semester, because of visa limitations
had to return to his new home in Swe-

den before graduation. He said, “Com-
ing to ABC was a dream for me. I did-
n’t really know what to expect, but I
knew this was the only place where I
could learn the precious truth of God in
a systematic study guided by excellent
teachers. I have enjoyed everything
that accompanies the ABC experience,
and I am thankful to have had this
opportunity and for the wonderful
friends I have made. I would recom-
mend ABC to everyone.” UN

“ABC,” continued from page 1

Clockwise from above: Gary Antion
teaches class; students try to
“convert” instructor Matthew Fenchel
into a Texan; Ralph Levy teaches;
Paul Spenser from the Isle of Man
and Josh Reagan from Texas serve
as emcees for the variety show

Clockwise from top left: Students mimic the
much-talked-about cicadas for a skit for the
LifeNets Charity Auction, which raised $2,829
for scholarships for UCG youth in developing
nations. Sabrina Robinson and Alix Fitzpatrick
pour water for participants in a local heart
walk. Students help with mail at the home

office. ABC 2002 graduate Clarissa
de Campos says good-bye to
Jurgen Haslop from Germany who
attended first semester

space. In addition, there is also room for
three additional small offices for future
staff growth. The media center portion
would be about 24 feet by 33 feet in size.
Many of the costs involved are one-time,
initial construction and equipment costs.
These include the actual walls for the
center, the on-camera set, studio light-
ing, camera equipment, audio equip-
ment, digital editing software, electrical
power, air conditioning and production
supplies. 

It is for these setup costs that the
restricted fund has been established,
and any monies received need to be
above and beyond the normal tithes
and offerings of the Church’s regular
income. (In establishing the center, we
don’t want to impact other important
budgetary considerations, but feel that
this is a very worthwhile endeavor to
which people may want to give special
support.)

Goal of $150,000
The restricted fund has a target of

$150,000, and once $75,000 has been
received, the project will begin, pro-
vided a couple of other considerations
in the Council’s resolution are met.
Regular reports on progress of the fund
and the media center project will be
given over the coming weeks and
months, including reports in United
News and home office e-mail updates.

Therefore, if you would like to sup-
port establishing the media center,
please feel free to note on your contri-
bution that it is for the “Media Center”
or “Video Studio.” The Council’s reso-
lution states that, in the event a shortfall
is experienced in the Church’s regular
income, the construction and equipping
of the studio will be placed on hold until
projected nonrestricted income for the
Church’s regular budget is met.

By way of background, and as a
reminder, there are several factors to
consider with regards to a media cen-
ter for the Church. Here at the home
office we do not have a specific area
for video recording and production.
We do have a video editing room, but
it is small and full of editing equipment
for producing our sermon tapes and
other educational videos.

Capitalizing on the Cost-
Effective Internet

One of the main reasons we could
use such a media center, is to take
advantage of the increasing capabili-
ties of the Internet. As you have prob-
ably read, the Internet and television
are converging in many ways—with
many users accessing television pro-
grams on the Internet, and vice versa.
The Internet is a very cost-effective
medium that we want to capitalize
upon as much as possible. 

With broadband Internet technolo-
gy now available to the average con-

sumer, and with a second version of the
Internet on the horizon (with speeds
hundreds of times faster than we cur-
rently have available), it is important
that we work diligently to use these
tools to the maximum. 

Our lowest costs per response from
our listeners and readers come via our
Web sites. In addition, it is projected
that by the year 2007, 70 percent of
U.S. households will have broadband
Internet access—making real-time,
full-frame streaming video a reality.

Having a video-recording environ-
ment will enable us to provide content
for a 24/7/365 video/TV Web site with
commentaries and programs on all

kinds of subjects, as they relate to the
gospel of the Kingdom of God. In
addition, timely commentaries, even at
a moment’s notice of breaking news,
can be uploaded to the Web immedi-
ately. Once programming is complet-
ed, it can be made available to the pub-
lic around the world at virtually no cost
to the Church. 

Continuing With Free TV
As well as using the Internet, we can

continue to take advantage of free
community television, similar to the

way two of our congregations present-
ly do. The current cost per response
from the two locally produced TV pro-
grams in Beloit, Wisconsin, and Port-
land, Oregon, is very good—because
the airtime is free or only costs a few
dollars. 

Some of the staff and volunteers
working with these existing programs
will marshal their efforts to help with
the new programming. The Church
can do much more to take advantage
of free cable-access channels and, in
addition to the Internet, can preach the
gospel very cost effectively. 

Please note that we are not looking
to secure expensive broadcast televi-

sion time slots. We are planning to
build upon the foundation, experience
and skill of those men who have
already been involved in video pro-
duction at various levels over the past
eight to 10 years. There is so much
more that we could be doing without a
huge budget, and building a fine studio
today costs 20 percent of what it did
just 10 years ago!

We must continue to preach the
gospel until Christ returns. This will be
one more item in our “tool belt” of
gospel-preaching methods. We must

be about our Father’s business—both
in preparing the brethren and preach-
ing the gospel. Time will tell, but we
believe that the seeds we are sowing
will germinate and bear fruit at the
appropriate time. We must continue to
do our part to follow Christ’s com-
mands that He gave us in His final
words on this earth. Video production
for the World Wide Web is just one
more way to do this.

Through careful allocation of bud-
get and resources, adding a video-
recording studio or media center to our
capabilities is a good and necessary
step if we are to keep up with technol-
ogy and the job at hand. We are not
talking about spending a large portion
of our budget on this project—perhaps
3 to 5 percent of the media department
budget.

May God continue to bless the var-
ious efforts of His people to take care
of Christ’s flock and preach the gospel
of the Kingdom. The United Church of
God, an International Association,
takes this mandate very seriously!
Please continue to pray for the
resources to become available to
accomplish God’s will, and we hope
that the Media Center Restricted Fund
will help greatly in this regard!

You can find a color artist’s render-
ing of the new studio as well as the
Council’s resolution on our Web site at
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice/let-
ters/pres07_15_04.htm.  UN

“Video,” continued from page 1

If you would like to support establishing the media center, please
feel free to note on your contribution that it is for the “Media
Center” or “Video Studio.” 
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How Would Jesus Vote
for President?

“Vote for George W. Bush!” “Vote for John Ker-
ry!” The 2004 presidential election is being fought
over the television and radio airwaves, the movies
and the Internet. Both Democrats and Republicans
are spending millions of dollars to get control over
the government of the United States of
America. 

How would Jesus vote?
What should His followers
do in the midst of this political
“war”? Many people, with
good intentions,seek to find a candidate whose plat-
form opposes immorality such as abortion and
homosexual marriage. Some may seek out a can-
didate who promises social justice and to help the
needy. Political agendas are very complicated and
the truth is that no political party has an agenda that
is fully compatible with biblical teaching. 

This issue has been around a long time. Way
back in October 1956 Herbert W. Armstrong wrote
about “How Would Jesus Vote for President?” He
said:

“What would Jesus do? He would be too busy
proclaiming the good news of His own coming
world-ruling Kingdom,and the way of salvation, to
take any part whatsoever in the politics of this pre-
sent evil world, or in any manmade form of gov-
ernment that is doomed very soon to be destroyed
and replaced by the theocratic government of the
Kingdom of God!”

We are “ambassadors for Christ” (2 Corinthians
5:20) and must live “peaceably with all men”
(Romans 12:18), pay our taxes (Mark 12:17) and
be “subject to the governing authorities” (Romans
13:1). That is how a Christian is to relate to the gov-
ernments of this world. 

Our ultimate “citizenship is in heaven” (Philip-
pians 3:20),and we must exercise our constitutional
right to fully trust in God’s will and zealously
preach the gospel message of the soon-coming
Jesus Christ who will not rely on politicking or

votes to gain power. Instead “the kingdoms of this
world [will] become the kingdoms of our Lord and
of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever”
(Revelation 11:15). His will be a government of
true justice and mercy and loving service
(Mark 10:42-45).

For more information on why a Chris-
tian shouldn’t participate in the politics of
this world, read UCG’s paper titled “Vot-
ing and Involvement in Politics”
(www.ucg.org/papers). 

The concluding section of the paper
says: “The United Church of God, an
International Association, maintains its
traditional teaching that a Christian should avoid
voting and participating in political elections and
running for public office. The Church does not

declare voting, itself, to be a sin. However this
does not change the teaching and judgment of
the Church regarding what’s in our collective
best interest. 

“Even if one does not vote,division can still
result if one brings his political preferences to

Church. The act of not voting in the elections of this
world, in agreement with the principles given
above, is not an end in itself. Even more funda-
mentally important for members of the Church,and
serving as an underlying reason for not voting or
running for a public office, is promoting peace with-
in the Church,not division over vote-related issues.
There is also the clear issue of coming out of this
world.”

We do not need to fear that our not voting will
result in the wrong man being elected. The Bible
proclaims that “the authorities [governmental lead-
ers] that exist are appointed by God” (Romans
13:1). God knows who will fulfill His plan on this
earth and will place that person in office.

Erik Jones
Akron, Ohio, congregation

Swimming Upstream
It seems I am always looking at nature to find

God’s signature. I see this analogy in the spawning
of salmon.

Salmon swim upstream, against the current to
mate and die. In their attempt many are dashed on
the stones and die in their efforts. Some are attacked
and become a meal for predators such as the bear.
But some make it all the way to the spawning pond
and lay their seed and die.

We are like salmon. We must go against the
adversity of the current lifestyle. We are battered
by the rocks. Some of us get beyond the stone obsta-
cles only to land in the jaws of a bear (Satan). But

those of us who
make it find
peace, calm and
tranquility in a
spiritual pond.
There we lay
seeds and die
knowing new
ones will come
along to replace

us in the work yet to be done, and knowing that our
great Creator will bring us back to life in His glori-
ous Kingdom.

Sonia Barthel
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, congregation

Run so as to Win the
Prize

Have the cares of this life worn
away at your resolve to serve God?
It’s been more than 20 years since I
was baptized and committed my life
to God, and I often find myself
struggling against the pull to let
down and take it easy. The race has
been long and, at times, very
painful. And there is no end in sight.
The finish line seems to be so very
far off! 

I know I’m not alone in feeling
this way. I’ve seen many Chris-
tians fall by the wayside, victims
of a subtle but destructive message: there is no
race, God expects nothing from us and so it’s
OK to put down the armor of God and take a
vacation from serving God. For the weary Chris-
tian, this message can be irresistibly attractive—
and spiritually fatal. The broad and easy road
leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13). 

We are warned not to take the gift of God for
granted. “Let him who thinks he stands take heed
lest he fall” (1 Corinthians 10:12). “How shall we
escape if we neglect so great a salvation . . . ?”
(Hebrews 2:3). 

A marathon runner keeps putting one foot in
front of the other, sometimes slower, sometimes
faster—knowing that the point of running the race
is to get to the finish line. We must not drop out of

the race, however tired we get. We have sources of
nourishment along the way—prayer, Bible study
and Christian fellowship. Don’t neglect any of these
resources. 

We need to draw on God for the strength to go
on. We need to keep refreshing our memory with
God’s Word, and we need the mutual encourage-
ment of fellowship (Hebrews 10:24-25). It is
interesting that the surrounding verses, Hebrews
10:23 and verses 26-30, show that mutual encour-
agement is tied directly to our spiritual survival:
Christians who isolate themselves can wither and
die. 

We need to be prodded forward by each other
and we need to be lifted up by friendly hands when
we fall. Your fellow servants need your words of
encouragement and your helping hand to keep on
running the race! You can study the Bible with a
new sense of purpose: to be able to give encour-
agement to others! 

Paul advises us to lay aside every weight, and
run the race patiently—to run in a disciplined

way—as one who wants
to win the prize (Hebrews
12:1; 1 Corinthians 9:24-
27). We have to get rid of
whatever distracts us from
serving God or loads us
down so that we are hin-
dered from moving for-
ward.

“Therefore strengthen
the hands which hang
down, and the feeble
knees, and make straight
paths for your feet, so that
what is lame may not be
dislocated, but rather be
healed” (Hebrews 12:12-

13).
Paul urges all of us to run the race to win: “Run

in such a way that you may obtain” the prize—the
crown of life (1 Corinthians 9:24).

Jay Turner
San Jose, California, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you
would like to share in this section? Or if you have
any suggestions, please contact United News,
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or
mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Why Don’t You Believe in Going to Heaven?

Most professing Christians believe that they will go to heaven immediately when they die, though
most aren’t too sure what they will do there or what heaven is like. Some have a vague image of
floating on clouds, playing harps, sprouting “angels’wings” or gazing into the face of God for eter-
nity. Some of these ideas seem to be more a part of the culture than the specific teachings of vari-
ous churches.

But what does the Bible say about what happens to Christians after they die?
What: Christians will be resurrected—brought back to life—in powerful spiritual bodies (1

Corinthians 15:42-44), like Christ’s (1 John 3:2), to serve God as kings and priests (Revelation
5:10, first part). As God works (John 5:17), His children will also have productive work to do .

When:Paul said the resurrection would occur “at the last trumpet”(1 Corinthians 15:52), at Christ’s
return (1 Thessalonians 4:16; 1 Corinthians 15:22-23). Between their deaths and the resurrection,
God’s faithful people “sleep” in their graves (Daniel 12:2), not yet having received the promise
(Hebrews 11:39-40). 

Where: “In that day His [Christ’s] feet will stand on the Mount of Olives” (Zechariah 14:4), and
so the saints who rose to meet Him in the air will also come back to earth (1 Thessalonians 4:17).
Where will they serve as kings and priests? “And we shall reign on the earth” (Revelation 5:10, last
part). This helps explain why the meek “shall inherit the earth” (Matthew 5:5), and why Christ said,
“No one has ascended to heaven but He who came down from heaven” (John 3:13).

Eventually, God’s throne—the New Jerusalem—will come to earth (Revelation 21:2-4).
For More Information and for explanations of some often misunderstood scriptures, see our free

booklets, What Happens After Death? and Heaven and Hell: What Does the Bible Really Teach?
(www.ucg.org/booklets).
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Turning the Hearts
New Column on Marriage and Family
Life Begins

We begin a new feature in this issue titled, “Turning the Hearts.” We take this
title from the prophecy in Malachi about the need to encourage and support the
family. Malachi foretold an Elijah-like work that would “turn the hearts of the
fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers” in the end
time (Malachi 4:5-6).

With marriages failing at alarming rates and family life in chaos, we will attempt to fulfill the need
for support in these critical areas. The family is the backbone of society and of any country.

God loves families. He chose to use the family as a means of understanding Him. In His family, there
is the Father and the Son! He wants to bring many sons and daughters into His family in the future
(Hebrews 2:9-10; 2 Corinthians 6:18). This is His great purpose for human beings.

On the human level God wants to be involved in our families: “Unless the LORD builds the house,
they labor in vain who build it” (Psalm 127:1). Also in verse 3 of this same chapter we read, “Behold,
children are a heritage from the LORD, the fruit of the womb is a reward.”

The apostle Paul wrote, “But I want you to know that the head of every man is Christ, the head of
woman is man, and the head of Christ is God” (1 Corinthians 11:3). We must look to Him for the prin-
ciples to guide us in building our marriages and families in the ways that will last. He knows how!

So we will be covering a variety of topics concerning marriage and family life. Look for this fea-
ture regularly in United News. If you have any suggestions, questions or topics you would like to have
discussed, please e-mail me at Gary_Antion@ucg.org or write to United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027. 

We look forward to hearing from you and sharing with you the nuggets of gold from the scriptural
principles regarding marriage and family life so that we may truly be “turning the hearts.”

Gary E. Antion
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■ Do you know what to
do when you just don’t
know what to do? The key
is where to look.
by Robert Curry

A life-threatening illness? Never-
ending unemployment? Sooner or lat-
er we reach the point where we just
don’t know what to do. Lots of small-
er things can push us to the edge too.
For me it has been a furnace for a
rental house. Three months, three
repairmen and $500 later, it still does-
n’t work right. As I write this, winter
is threatening to hit hard. Yet the
repairmen assure me that it is such a
simple furnace and I should trust them
to yet fix it! 

When we reach the point of total
confusion and helplessness, we can
grab our Bibles, get on our knees and
turn to 2 Chronicles 20. Moab and
Ammon were poised to attack Judah
and its King Jehoshaphat. The threat
of their armies would have caused
anyone to start jumping! Thankfully
Jehoshaphat cried out to God in verse
12: “O our God, will You not judge
them? For we have no power against
this great multitude that is coming
against us; nor do we know what to
do . . .”

What about us? Do we know what
to do when we just don’t know what
to do? Actually we see in the last part
of verse 12 that Jehoshaphat knew,
even though he said he didn’t: “But
our eyes are upon You.”

This is the solution: We must
always rivet our eyes on
God. This is our spiritual
20-20 vision (and we
can use that thought
as a memory device to
think of 2 Chronicles
chapter 20). Before
we focus on the sup-
porting points in this
chapter, first let’s turn
over to John 6 to see
some vital information
taught by the One on whom
we are to keep our eyes,
Jesus Christ.

No Wonder Bread Here!
Jesus and the disciples had just

climbed up a mountain and sat down
when Jesus looked up and saw a
“great multitude” (John 6:2) coming
toward them. This was the same
description used in 2 Chronicles 20:2.
What is the great multitude troubling
you? For Jesus and the disciples,
rather than attacking armies, it was a
hungry-looking crowd of about 5,000
men (John 6:10)—so possibly 10,000
or 15,000 counting women and chil-
dren.

In verse 5, Jesus said to Philip
(“authorized” version—that is, para-
phrased by this author!): “I’m won-
dering where we can buy bread for
these people to eat.”

Philip might have been thinking,
“How should I know, there’s no Won-
der Bread up here!”

But Philip took a caterer’s approach
when he carefully answered Jesus
(verse 7). He noted that 200 denarii
worth of bread would not be sufficient
for them. Since a denarius was the
daily wage of a farm laborer, this was
a sizable amount of money. 

It was obvious that Philip didn’t
know what to do. Ironically, unlike
the disciples, the crowd had their eyes
on Jesus—following Him around to
see what miracle He would do next.
But for Philip and the disciples, the
obvious solution was to find or buy a
lot of bread, and they couldn’t see a
bakery or Wal-Mart anywhere
around!

Let’s notice verse 6: “But this He
said to test him . . .” If you’re in a sit-
uation where you don’t know what to
do, first recognize that you’re being
tested—and then thank God you’re in
good company!

Jesus Knew
Now let’s notice a second key point

in John 6:6 that is so easy to read right
over: “For He Himself knew what He
would do.”

Be assured that God the Father and
Jesus Christ aren’t stymied like we
are. They already know what to do.
They have the situation completely in
control even when we’re feeling out
of it!

So at the exact moment of height-
ened confusion and troublesome per-

plexity:
• God knows

all things
w o r k

f o r

good for the called—you! (Romans
8:28).

• God knows the trying of our faith
and patience is more valuable than
gold (1 Peter 1:7).

• God knows character and the

fruits of the Spirit count most (Gala-
tians 5:22-23).

• God knows we need to learn how
to suffer in this life so we can serve
the brokenhearted now and in the
world tomorrow (2 Corinthians 1:4).

• God knows He will never leave
us nor forsake us (Hebrews 13:5). He
lives in us (Galatians 2:20)—He can’t
get any closer than that!

Who Got the Leftovers?
When we reach the point where we

just don’t know what to do, we need
to remind ourselves that God the
Father and Jesus Christ know what to
do and have already told us all the
good things that are going to be the
results for us!

Leave it to Andrew to unwittingly
contribute a monumental lesson. He
let Jesus know that a lad had five bar-
ley loaves and two small fish (John
6:9). Probably the lad—and Andrew
too—were thinking more “barely”
than barley!

But the lesson is: Give what you
are able. This is the same vital lesson
members of God’s Church  review at
every Holy Day offering: “They shall
not appear before the LORD empty-
handed. Every man shall give as he is
able, according to the blessing of the
LORD your God which He has given
you” (Deuteronomy 16:16-17). John
Kennedy, who officiated at my wed-
ding, was fond of saying, “Give God
something to bless.”

Because the lad did, Jesus fed the
crowd and had an astounding 12 bas-
kets full left over. Who do you think
got the leftovers? Since Malachi 3:10
says, “‘And try Me now in this,’ says
the LORD of hosts, ‘If I will not open
for you the windows of heaven and
pour out for you such blessing that
there will not be room enough to

receive it,’” my hunch is that it went
to the lad who gave Jesus some-

thing to bless!

Fast Without Delay
Jump back to Jehoshaphat in

2 Chronicles 20. At the first
sign of serious trouble,
Jehoshaphat called a fast

(verse 3). We must learn the lesson
from Matthew 17:19-21 where the
disciples asked Jesus why they could
not cast out the demon and He told
them, “This kind does not go out
except by prayer and fasting.”

Do we find ourselves thinking, “I
should fast. Yes, but I’ll start tomor-
row”? The next day we find ourselves
in worse confusion and kick ourselves
for not starting the fast when we first
felt spiritually called to do it.

My experience is that God answers
prayers during a fast. I believe one of
the reasons He does so is that He
appreciates how difficult it is to fast
voluntarily on our own. Any parent
would give extra care and attention to
a son or daughter who goes above and
beyond. If only we would fast more
for the Church’s work of preaching
the gospel and for others! But let’s at
least do it for ourselves because God
wants to deliver us!

In 2 Chronicles 20:12, the people
of Judah glued their eyes on the God
of Israel.

In verse 16, they were instructed to
go down against the invaders in the
morning. As John 6 teaches, they
would do what
they could
do.

In verse 17, Jehoshaphat told the
people of Judah to position them-
selves. On our knees is a winning
position! Solidly in God’s Church is
also a great position!

In verse 20, they rose early in the
morning. But what do we do when we
get frustrated, confused or discour-
aged? We tend to grow lethargic and
just want to hide under the covers
from our troubles. We need to rise to
the challenge and give God something
to bless!

When They Began to Sing
and Praise

Verses 21 and 22 make a huge point
to put into practice. At what point did
God actually start the promised deliv-
erance? The heavenly ambush began
when the singers, who went out
before the army, “began to sing and to
praise.”

Compare this to the dedication of
Solomon’s temple described in 2
Chronicles 5. At what point did the
glory of God enter the temple? During
Solomon’s speech? During the arrival
of the ark of the covenant? No,
“indeed it came to pass, when the
trumpeters and singers were as one,

to make one sound to be heard in
praising and thanking the LORD”
(verse 13).

Does this give us an idea of how
important our choirs are to God? How
important the hymn singing in our
worship services is to God? And how

important singing hymns to
praise God in our daily lives

might be!
Lucky for us, being

musically gifted isn’t a
requirement for our call-
ing. And probably what
God is waiting for has
more to do with attitude
and spirit of oneness
rather than any musical
oneness. Yet haven’t we
all appreciated some pow-
erful moments when the
whole congregation had

it all musically together?
Who knows what could be

achieved with more pur-
poseful preparation and
self-control!

Away from services,
it’s so powerful for us to sing
hymns because many are
paraphrased right out of the
Psalms. Even when we

don’t have a Bible handy and
even though we may not have

too much of it memorized, we are
singing the Bible and that can really
lift our eyes to our Great God! A good
hymn would be “Mine Eyes Upon the
Lord Continually Are Set,” based on
Psalm 25. Singing it reminds us to do
it!

You Looking for Me?
Putting 2 Chronicles 20 and John 6

into action, now we know exactly
what to do. Since we’re spiritually
pumped and ready to follow
Jehoshaphat’s example of fasting,
let’s turn over to Isaiah 58, which
always amazes with some new insight
about fasting.

Sure enough, verse 9 reinforces our
absolute need to focus our eyes on
God: “Then you shall call, and the
LORD will answer.”

Previously, I had read this as
encouragement that God will answer
when we fast. And surely God does
answer. But the point here is that our
eyes need to be riveted on the One
who will answer—not on worrying
about what the answer will be. Hark-
ing back to Philip in John 6, we need
what Jesus already knows needs to be
done rather than the bakery that
humanly seems the obvious solution.

Whatever God wills, we confident-
ly know that it will be according to a
long list of good spiritual things we
need more than the physical things
our eyes humanly tend to be set on.
He knows we need to “seek those
things which are above, where Christ
is, sitting at the right hand of God”
(Colossians 3:1).

So the big surprise in Isaiah 58:9 is
the perfect conclusion for what to do
when we just don’t know what to do.
“You shall cry, and He will say, ‘Here
I am’”! UN

Jehoshaphat told the
people of Judah to

position themselves. On
our knees is a winning

position! Solidly in God’s
Church is also a great

position!

Because the lad gave
God something to bless,
Jesus fed the crowd and
had an astounding 12
baskets full left over.

Who do you think got
the leftovers?

When You Just Don’t Know What to Do . . .
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Chicago Garage
Sale Raises $1,500
for Scholarships in
El Salvador

The First Annual Chicago Garage
Sale was held on June 6 and was blessed
with an abundance of sunshine and
eager buyers. After weeks of rain and
flooding in the Chicago, Illinois, area,
the clouds parted for the sale, organized
by the Chicago area young adults.

The fund-raiser exceeded expecta-
tions, generating over

$1,500. All proceeds will go to LifeNets
Developing Nations Scholarship fund
for El Salvador. Eighteen United Church
of God students are currently studying at
universities in El Salvador with support
from this fund. In the last three years,
LifeNets has provided over $22,000 in
scholarships to UCG students in El
Salvador alone and more than $75,000
to others in Mexico, Guatemala,
Colombia, Peru, Chile and Malawi. To
find out more about the fund, visit
www.lifenets.org/scholarships.

Tim Dick

GN Bible Seminars
Held in Laredo

Brethren of the UCG San Antonio,
Texas, outreach committee, under the
direction of chairman Daniel Saldavar,
sponsored Good News Bible Seminars
in Laredo,Texas,150 miles south of San
Antonio, April 24. San Antonio pastor
Gary Petty presented three consecutive,
45-minute sessions to the general public
at the Fiesta Inn covering the following
topics: “The Real Jesus,” “Heaven and
Hell” and “The Ten Comandments.”
Each 45-minute session was followed
by a question-and-answer session.

After only a few weeks of advertis-
ing, 12 visitors attended along with an
additional 20 members from the San
Antonio congregation. The seminars
began at 1 p.m. and ended at 5.

The Q&A sessions were very lively,

with Mr. Petty fielding questions about
purgatory, Sabbath-keeping, asking
God’s blessing after sneezes, and God’s
judgment. 

Dr. Sam Urbina sang “The Lord’s
Prayer” and “How Great Thou Art” in
both English and Spanish, and Joshua
Dozier played an original composition
on his guitar. 

Laredo resident John Witt (the Witt
family are the only current UCG mem-
bers) commented at the close of the sem-
inar, “This has been a very special Sab-
bath. We have prayed for God to open
the minds of Laredoans and out of a
population of 200,000 in Laredo and an

additional 300,000 in Nuevo Laredo,
Tamulipas,Mexico,God has chosen
to call these people.”

The seminars proved to be a great
success, with several of these new
contacts now meeting at the Witt’s
home for Sabbath services by tele-
phone hook-up with the San Anto-
nio congregation.

John Witt and Vince Thompson

Toronto Sponsors
Singles’ Weekend

The first annual Toronto, Ontario,
Singles’Weekend was held July 3 and
4. The organizers’ hope—from which
the theme “Holding on for the Future”
was derived—was to provide educa-

tional and spiritual food, and a casual
atmosphere for fellowshipping so those
singles participating could leave encour-
aged and uplifted, full of hope and faith,
as they embraced their future.

There were 122 people in attendance
for Sabbath services on July 3. The reg-
istered participants were in their 20s,
30s,40s and 50s,with the majority being
over 34.

Richard Pinelli, pastor of the Cincin-
nati East, Ohio, congregation and Min-
isterial Services operation manager at
the home office, delivered an inspiring
sermon, “How to Reach Your Full
Potential,” to the Toronto congregation
and guests from southern Ontario,Flori-
da, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Mexi-
co. Following the sermon, most stayed
to enjoy a delicious potluck lunch. 

In the afternoon, Michael Caputo, an
elder in the Toronto congregation, gave
a seminar titled “God Cares for the
Needs of Singles.” Then, following a
short break, Anthony Wasilkoff, pastor
of the Toronto congregation, moderated
a question-and-answer session. He was
joined by Mr. Pinelli and Mr. Caputo to
answer a number of thought-provoking
questions. Topics included divorce and
remarriage, the importance or unimpor-
tance of sexual attraction in a marriage,
how to know if God is blessing a rela-
tionship, when to discuss one’s sexual
past in a new relationship and marrying
outside of the faith.

A Sabbath evening meal was
arranged in the private dining room of a
nearby restaurant. After the meal was
over, several stayed to enjoy some extra
fellowship, while others enjoyed taking
in some sights in downtown Toronto.

A picnic was planned for the next day,
July 4, beginning at noon. Although a
shelter at the park had been reserved, the
weather Sunday morning left some
question as to whether the activity would
have to be cancelled or relocated. Fortu-
nately the weather cleared up nicely.
Soon after packing everything up at the
park, a deluge of rain began. 

After the picnic, some of the out-of-
towners headed home. Most of those
who stayed until Monday enjoyed an
evening of bowling on Sunday.

Feedback for the weekend has been
very positive. Equipped with the input
from participants and the lessons learned
along the way, the Toronto Singles’
Committee is already planning next
year’s event. To keep up-to-date on
future events, watch for updates in
United News, United News–Canada
or check the UCG-Toronto Web site
at www.ucg-toronto.org/Singles. The
Toronto Singles Committee welcomes
input from all singles in the Church, at
singles@ucg-toronto.org.

Denise Masse and Edwin van Pelt

Vertical Thought
Reunites Pen Pals

Over a decade ago, the San Jose, Cal-
ifornia , congregation decided to start a
pen pal program with brethren in Nige-
ria. Leslie Schwartz,an energetic 8-year-
old, became friends with Jennifer Iyabo
Omorodion, a young Nigerian girl, and
they shared their life stories, different
cultures and many good memories.

Recently, Jennifer came across one of
Leslie’s articles in Vertical Thought and
their paths crossed again after 12 years
of lost communication. 

Jennifer wrote, “I’d like to say I real-
ly enjoy all the articles in VT as they are
all inspiring and educative . . . I was
thrilled when I read the article on ‘A
Course on Evolution and Faith’ [April-
June 2004] as she (the writer) was my
pen friend about 11 years ago.”

Through the advancements made in
technology the two now can communi-
cate through e-mail, forming a new
“electronic pen pal” relationship.  

“It’s wonderful to know that old
bonds can be revived, even after years
have gone by,” Leslie said. “I hope we
can continue to learn more about each
other’s lives and catch up on all that has
happened in the past few years.”

Joy Theme of
Women’s Retreat in

Michigan

Some 22 women from three con-
gregations in western Michigan
gathered for a joy-filled and joy-
focused retreat held Jan. 31 to Feb.
1 in Grand Rapids.

The retreat was held at the home
of Gary and Jane McConnaughey,
who pastor the Cadillac, Grand
Rapids and Kalamazoo congrega-

tions. The McConnaugheys moved to
Michigan last August after graduating
from Ambassador Bible Center. Mr.
McConnaughey and his son Randy
found lodging Saturday night and Sun-
day morning at a member’s home,so the
house belonged to the ladies. 

The weekend was inspired by the
women’s retreat held last fall in Min-
neapolis. “Connie Wierenga and I
attended that retreat and were excited to
share what we learned with the ladies
here in western Michigan,” said Jane
McConnaughey.

The event began Saturday night with
a Chinese buffet followed by a “Getting
to Know You” bingo game. Hidden
artistry, athleticism and other talents
were revealed in the next session when
the ladies shared their favorite hobbies or
objects. Shoe collectors, painters, poets
and wielders of tai chi swords were
found to be among the gathering.

Lots of good coffee kept many of
them awake into the wee hours talking
and laughing. Giggling and whispering
could be heard as they settled into sleep-
ing bags. There were ladies in every
room of the house.

Though somewhat bleary-eyed on
Sunday morning,everyone came back to
life with a delicious breakfast and more
coffee. The ladies gathered to talk about
joy,one of the fruits of God’s Spirit. Jane
McConnaughey and Connie Wierenga
led discussions on such topics as “Joy in
Creativity,” “Enjoy Your Husband,”
“Simplify and Nourish Our Joy” and
“Helpers of Joy in Times of Stress.”

Topping off the weekend was an after-
noon potluck lunch during which par-
ticipants discussed ideas for a second
retreat, a larger event that would be open
to women from other United congrega-
tions in Michigan.

The group was comprised of moth-
ers, grandmothers, great-grandmoth-
ers, those with no children, widows,
married women, singles, cancer sur-
vivors. They represented a diversity of
experiences, yet all were connected by
the bond of sisterhood in Jesus Christ.

Lisa Williams

Student Honored
Melissa Lee Moody of Arlington,

Tennessee,has been selected by the Uni-
versity of Memphis as one of the coun-
try’s outstanding campus leaders by
Who’s Who Among Students in Ameri-

can Universities and Colleges. Melissa
plans to graduate in May 2005 with a
bachelor of arts degree in interior design.

During her college experience,Melis-
sa has been honored with memberships
in the National Honor Societies of Phi
Kappa Phi, Phi Sigma Pi and Phi Eta
Sigma. She also is a member of Golden
Key International Honor Society and has
been recognized by the National Dean’s
List on several occasions.

In addition to her college experience,
Melissa has served as a preteen coun-
selor at Camp Galilee in Arkansas and as
an assistant on the ropes and the rap-
pelling and rock-climbing courses at
Camp Pinecrest in Missouri. She is cur-
rently employed by Memphis Business
Interiors as a design intern.

Melissa is the daughter of Steven D.
and Vivian S. Moody of Arlington; the
granddaughter of Ora Lee Sheppard of
San Antonio, Texas; the step-grand-
daughter of Gerald Parsons of Tacoma,
Washington; and the niece of Don and
Beverly Hobart of Mountain Home,
Texas.

Houston North Has
Teen Sports
Banquet

The annual Houston North Teen
Sports Banquet was held on the
evening of March 27. A scrumptious
barbecue turkey dinner was provided in
celebration of a successful year of
teamwork. With over 40 teens actively
involved in this program, the evening
was full of food, fun and awards!

Houston North teen sports coordina-
tor, Karen Doig, heads the sports pro-
gram as well as the annual banquet.
Karen explained that her intention for
the first banquet was “simply to say
‘thank you’ to all the adults, and par-
ents, as well as coaches, who have giv-
en time and energy throughout the
whole year to make our teen program
successful.”

Many adults help in different capac-
ities at each tournament; such as official
and unofficial scorekeepers, referees
(the most thankless of jobs) and pho-
tographers, to name a few. 

Behind the scenes for the sports ban-
quet are volunteers such as David
Good, who coordinates the video pre-
sentation, as well as Jeanette Treybig,
grandmother of athlete Ethan Doig,
who organizes the catering.

Following the dinner, medals were
awarded to individual players. Coach-
es for each team were asked to recog-
nize teens for specific achievements,
such as team leadership, good sports-
manship, most improved player and
high points scored in the season. 

Teams included boys and girls vol-
leyball (including A and B teams), boys
and girls basketball (including A and B
teams), all-star boys and girls and
cheerleading. In addition, Bible Bowl
participants at the Fort Worth tourna-
ment were acknowledged.

Angela Soto

Chicago young adults put on
successful garage sale fund-raiser
June 6

Anthony Wasilkoff
moderates a Q&A
session, flanked by
Michael Caputo and
Richard Pinelli. Right:
Mr. Caputo gives
seminar (photos by
Ed van Pelt)
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The eighth annual Winter Family
Weekend has been scheduled for Dec.
22 to 25, 2004, in Louisville, Ken-
tucky.

The Clarion Hotel and Conference
Center, a AAA three-diamond facility,
has been booked for housing. The cost is
$30 per room,per night with two double
beds or a king-size bed. The
tax is an additional 15 percent.
Those desiring a particular
style of room (double beds or
king beds) will have their
requests filled on a first
call, first reservation basis.
(Suites have sold out.)

Reservations can be
made now. The toll-free
number is (866) 246-2021
and the local number is
(502) 491-4830. Simply
state that you are with the
United Church of God.

The hotel is located at
9700 Bluegrass Pkwy.,
Louisville, KY 40299 and on the Web at
www.choicehotels.com/ires/hotel/ky119
or www.clarionlouisville.com/.

The hotel has a large indoor pool,
restaurant and on-site conference center
that will seat 2,400 people. Free airport
shuttle service is also available.

The MidAmerica Sports Center (the
contracted sports venue) is within 2
miles of the hotel and offers many bas-
ketball and volleyball courts. Additional
facilities are being secured for the wide
array of activities being planned.

Both the hotel and the sports center
are located within 3 miles of approxi-
mately 60 restaurants. 

The highlight of this weekend will

once again be the Sabbath (Dec. 25),
including Sabbath services and a
wide variety of classes and seminars
for all ages, focusing on Christian liv-
ing and biblical subjects. 

During the four days, a host of activi-
ties is also being planned and organized

for the following groups:

• Families and preteens: A
variety of games and events.

• Teens: Volleyball and basketball
tournaments, dance and other activities.

• Young adults: Volleyball and bas-
ketball tournaments, dance and other
activities.

• Ambassador/ABC reunion.
To collect input, surveys are available

at www.ucg.org/familyweekend until
Aug. 19. After that details of the activities
and seminars will be sent to participants.

“This event has proven to be extreme-
ly popular with our youth, young adults
and families,” said Roy Holladay. “We
do hope that many of you will be able to
make plans to join us for what will sure-
ly be a most memorable, inspiring week-
end.” UN

Letters
Survey Error

I filled out the survey in the United
News and mailed it in to the address list-
ed, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH
45454-1027.

It came back as an undeliverable
address. Any idea why?

Internet
Very sorry about that! I made a mis-

take in typing the zip code—it should
have been 45254-1027 like most every-
thing else for the Church. That one digit
would send it to someplace north of here!
Thankfully the Post Office has delivered
a large stack of them, but apparently not
yours. We really do want your input! See
preliminary results above.

Mike Bennett

Valuable Resource
I have enjoyed seeing the evolution of

the United News from a more corporate
tone to the meaty, worldwide and con-
gregational flavor it now has. It’s a joy to
receive every month. Thank you for your
efforts in producing such a valuable
resource for the membership!

Internet

Listener Becomes Donor
Several months ago, after listening to

your program while preparing for
church, I called to have The Good News
magazine sent to me.

I have enjoyed the readings very
much and wish to help defray your
costs by this modest contribution.

Thank you for the good work you do
both in print and on the radio.

New York

Radio Program “Well Done”
What a wonderful job you do to pro-

duce such a great product in God’s name
and for truth. All of the radio broadcasts
are so inspiring and the words so con-
victing and understandable. What great
ways you all are using your God-given
talents to preach the Kingdom of God.
Surely God is smiling on you and say-
ing,“Well done.”We do not get radio sig-
nals way down here that carry the pro-
gram, but John and I listen to every one
on the UCG Web page.

Keep up the wonderful work. Contin-

ue to be bold and truthful—we are
becoming more and more the only light
shining the truth being seen in an ever-
darkening world. The world is casting
God out more and more daily, and the
threat to us becomes more dangerous.
But blessed we will be for holding to the
truth.

We, in the truth, hold up your hands.
Texas

The Studio
I am very excited to hear about the

studio. This is definitely a blessing. I
know monies [would need to be consid-
ered carefully before] going commer-
cial, and that it is even more expensive to
go that way. But, I believe it should be

something to prepare for and think about
in the future. God gives the resources. I
think it would be wonderful to one day
turn on the TV and see, sandwiched in
between the violence and sexually
explicit material we see every day, a
broadcast dedicated to God’s truth.

Internet

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or e-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Scenes from last year’s
winter family weekend
(photos by Gary Antion and
Janet Treadway)

by Roy Holladay

Since I announced the continuation of
the annual Winter Family Weekend in
December, some questions have arisen
concerning this activity. A few major
issues have been articulated that I would
like to address.

Q. Why are we claiming that this is the
eighth annual Winter Family Weekend
when Jim O’Brien and his congregations
have organized it for the last seven years?

A. The last seven years the Winter
Family Weekend has been basically
planned by an employed United Church
of God minister and two local UCG con-
gregations—UCG-Cincinnati North and
UCG-Lexington. While the bulk of the
workers came from those congregations,
not all did. Whenever an event is orga-
nized locally, regionally or nationally by
a United minister and a United congre-
gation, it is a United activity. These con-
gregations have done a very fine job with
the Winter Family Weekend. Since this
has been a UCG activity, we have been
asked by many members and ministers
to continue it for the eighth year.

Q. Have we not caused division by
scheduling a competing weekend during
the same time slot and general location?

A. The United Church of God is con-
tinuing an activity that has always been
sponsored, staffed and conducted by
UCG ministers, brethren and congrega-
tions. When and where other church
organizations (of which there are many)
schedule their events is their decision,and
we wish them well in their plans. United
is responsible for providing events and
activities for its members and to serve
them in that way. We attempt to choose
dates and locations that best serve Unit-
ed members, according to the input we
receive from those brethren. The fact that
we are in the same general area of the
country is because the arrangements
offered in Louisville were too good to
pass up, and there is no better time slot
during the year for an event of this nature.

Many elders and members in United
have expressed a desire to have a winter
family weekend sponsored by United
because, they specifically stated, they did
not want to attend with another church
organization. Since this has been a Unit-
ed activity run by United congregations

and a United pastor, we will continue on
with the weekend,using the help of Unit-
ed members and ministers. Those in the
Cincinnati North and Lexington congre-
gations who desire to help will continue
to do so. Others will obviously have to
step in and help as well.

Please also note that at no time was the
UCG Winter Family Weekend “given”
to a new organization by UCG or by a
UCG congregation. Just because indi-
viduals have left United does not mean
that the programs they participated in
leave with them. In general, programs
stay with the organization with which the
event originated. There are still UCG-
Cincinnati North and UCG-Lexington
congregations that meet every Sabbath,
pastored by UCG ministers, with mem-
bers who want to continue to serve the
Winter Family Weekend.

Q. Did not Richard Pinelli say that
United would not establish a competing
weekend during the Q&A session with
the Cincinnati North congregation on
Saturday night, May 15?

A. Yes. When Richard Pinelli made his
statement, he was answering a question
specifically regarding the Winter Family
Weekend sponsored by UCG-Cincinnati
North. He said that if the UCG-Cincin-
nati North or the UCG-Lexington con-
gregation wanted to continue to sponsor
the weekend, the home office would not
compete with them. The home office
would support them. At that May 15
meeting, no members of the UCG-
Cincinnati North congregation had left
United, and there was no new church
organization in Cincinnati. He was there-
fore answering the question based on the
only Winter Family Weekend in exis-
tence in this area, the one sponsored by
UCG-Cincinnati North and UCG-Lex-
ington. Obviously United would not set-
up a competing activity with a United
congregation. If it was meant to be a
hypothetical question asking whether we
would set up a competing weekend with
a new church organization, that should
have been clearly stated, not assumed.

Q. It is alleged that the administration
intended to take the family weekend from
the UCG-Cincinnati North congregation.
Otherwise, how do you explain the fact
that Mark Winner was asked to check out
the facilities in Lexington before the May

15 meeting?
A. The home office never had a plan of

“taking” the Winter Family Weekend
from the congregations that had always
sponsored it (UCG-Cincinnati and UCG-
Lexington). By the Sabbath of May 8,
some members of the Lexington congre-
gation had already left the United Church
of God and organized an independent
congregation. Mr. O’Brien had already
had a meeting with them and a private
meeting on the same Sabbath with the
UCG-Cincinnati North congregation.
Richard Pinelli asked Mark Winner to
make inquiries only after the split in Lex-
ington because we were already begin-
ning to receive questions about the fam-
ily weekend. Richard did not want to
upset anyone, but asked Mark to inquire
since we did not know what the status of
the weekend was at that point. Obvious-
ly, we wanted to be able to continue a
weekend that had been sponsored by
United, and we were reacting to find out
information. To our knowledge, no con-
tracts were signed at this juncture, but
negotiations had begun.

Q. It is alleged that the administration
never did support the family weekend.
Now they want to control it.

A. Not all of the elders or participants
who attended the family weekend over
the years have agreed with every aspect
of what was done during the weekend.
Any activity can be improved and a num-
ber of individuals have made suggestions
for improving this event. This does not
mean they didn’t support the concept of
the weekend. Looking back, perhaps
more support could have been given, but
that would be on an individual level. I per-
sonally attended the last three years—
gave a seminar one year and the main ser-
mon last year. Regional pastors and
Council of Elders members have also
regularly attended and enthusiastically
supported the weekend.

The above information is not meant to
denigrate or cast aspersions on anyone
personally or on any group. But in light
of some of the mistaken ideas that are cir-
culating, we needed to address some of
the questions, charges and issues that
have arisen concerning this event. I hope
this has been of help. If you have further
questions or input,please don’t hesitate to
communicate.

Answers to Questions About the 2004 Winter Family WeekendWinter Weekend Promises Fun
and Learning for Whole Family

Initial United News Survey Results
So far 35 reader surveys have been received (see “Survey Error” below). Initial

results show that the sections readers want more of include:“From the Word”bib-
lical articles (66 percent), “News From Around the World”(26 percent) and  “News
at a Glance”and international trip reports (both 20 percent). Sections readers want
to see less of are “What’s New on the Web?” (14 percent) and “Local Church
Updates” (9 percent). There’s still time to complete the survey on page 13 of the
June issue. But use this zip code:45254-1027. It was incorrect on the survey form.
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Births
Travis and Amanda (Schreiber)

Crutcher of Colorado Springs, Col-
orado, are delighted to share the news of
the arrival of their son, Kyle Andrew,

born May 20, 2004. Proud first-time
grandparents are Randy and Kay
Schreiber of Phoenix, Arizona. Kyle’s
great-grandparents are Verline Jantzen
and Leonard and Stella Schreiber. All are
doing wonderfully.

Daniel and Nicole (Deininger) Gra-
ham are very happy to announce the
birth of their first child, Jacob Derry Gra-

ham! Jacob was born on Sept. 8, 2003.
He weighed 8 pounds 7 ounces and was
213⁄4 inches long. The happy family
attends the Portland, Oregon, congrega-
tion and all are doing very well.

Tom and Carla Erickson of Grand
Forks, North Dakota, are pleased to
announce the birth of their son Eric Hal-

dor. He surprised us all by arriving a
week early on March 17, 2004. His
weight was 6 pounds 7 ounces and
length was 20 inches. He is the first

grandchild of Herb Teitgen of Moore-
head, Minnesota, and Haldor Erickson
of Pulaski, Wisconsin. He is the first
great-grandson of Ivan and Edna Robin-
son of Kettle Falls,Washington. He cer-
tainly is a joyful gift to our family!

Patrick and Jo-Anne Read,along with
Aunt Judy, are thrilled to announce the
birth of their grandson and nephew.
Simon Patrick was born to Anthony and

Deb Read on June 7, 2004, weighing 8
pounds 3 ounces. Big sister Alana loves
her new baby brother.

Simon and his family attend the
Toronto, Ontario, congregation..

Cecilia and Manuel Iturra, from the
Chillán, Chile, congregation, are very
happy to announce the birth of their
second child,Antonella Belén, born on
July 20, 2004. Antonella weighed 9
pounds 2 ounces and measured 19.3

inches long. Older sister Sofia, 6 years
old, is thrilled about her brand-new lit-
tle sister. Antonella’s family wants to
thank everybody who prayed for the
mother and child’s health. More pic-
tures of Antonella Belén are available at
www.unidachile.org/belen.

Charles and Elizabeth Helwig wel-
comed Ava Victoria on April 22, 2004.
She weighed 7 pounds 14 ounces. Her

siblings Madelyn,Gabriel and Noah are
delighted. Her grandparents are Charles
and Janet Helwig of the Beloit,Wiscon-
sin, congregation. The Helwigs attend
the Collinsville, Illinois, congregation.

Michael and Tracey McTiernan,Wes-
ley Chapel, Florida, are pleased to
announce the birth of their son Michael

Reese McTiernan Jr. Michael was born
on July 15, 2004, weighing 6 pounds 14
ounces. The proud grandparents are
James and Rose McTiernan of the Beth-
lehem, Pennsylvania, congregation.

Engagements
Morris and Linda Foster of Glade-

water, Texas, are thrilled to announce
the engagement of their daughter,
Tiffany Michelle, to Dustin Christian-
son of Scottsdale,Arizona. Dustin is the

son of Lance and Joan Christianson of
Tucson, Arizona.

Tiffany will graduate from the Uni-
versity of Texas School of Law in
Austin in December.

Dustin graduated from the Universi-
ty of Arizona in 1999 with a bachelor’s
of sociology and business degree. He
now works in the finance industry.

Tiffany and Dustin will be married
near Gladewater on Aug. 14, and will
reside in Scottsdale, Arizona..

Anniversaries
Ron and Norma Hosier of Colum-

bus, Ohio, celebrated their 60th wed-
ding anniversary on June 19, 2004.
They were married during World War
II in Hays, Kansas, where Ron
received his training in the Army Air
Corps. After he went overseas to
Guam, Norma went back to Colum-
bus and took a job in a factory as a riv-

eter on airplanes. She has since
received an award for being one of the
“Rosie the Riveters” during that time.

When the war ended, Ron went
back to Columbus and eventually
became a firefighter for the city until
he retired in 1979.

They have one daughter, Rhonda
(husband, Mike); one grandson,
Justin; and one son, Lance, who all
live in Columbus.

After services on June 19 they were
asked to come to the front of the con-
gregation and were presented with
two very large vases of roses. Then
they were invited, along with the con-
gregation, for cake and refreshments.

They have served in the Columbus
congregation as deacon and dea-
coness for over 30 years.

Obituaries
Bertha May Rothery, a longtime

member of the Church of God, died in
her sleep May 11, 2004. She was 98.
She had spent the past decade in an
assisted-living home in Canby, Ore-
gon, just south of Portland.

While she had several health issues
in recent years, her mind remained
sharp as a tack until the last couple of

months. She had a wonderful memory
and could recite the birthdays of all her
children, grandchildren, great-grand-
children and great-great-grandchildren.
She celebrated her 98th birthday on
Saturday, May 8, and stopped eating
the next day.

Her husband, Joe, preceded her in
death in 1996. She has four living chil-
dren: Lorene Leabo of Canby, Oregon;
Joe Rothery of Portland; Marion
McCullough of Big Sandy, Texas; and
Alice Robinson of Berne, Indiana.

Joe and Bertha Rothery lived most
of their lives in or near Portland. How-
ever, in 1968 they moved to East Texas
to be near their daughters, Marion
McCullough and Alice Robinson. They
built a home in the country near Big
Sandy and lived there nine years before
returning to Portland in 1977 after
Ambassador College in Big Sandy
closed.

Mrs. Rothery was raised in the
Church of God (Seventh Day). Her
uncle, Arvin Stith, was an elder in that
fellowship. She attended the Feast of
Tabernacles in 1942 with Herbert and
Loma Armstrong in Eugene, Oregon,
while pregnant with her last child,
Alice. She attended a Church of God
(Seventh Day) congregation pastored
by A.N. Dugger in the early 1950s. By
1954, she began attending the Radio
Church of God congregation in Port-
land.

She and her family began keeping
the Feast of Tabernacles in Big Sandy
beginning in 1955, traveling to and
from East Texas by automobile. 

Howard Davis, an elder in the Port-
land area, officiated at the funeral,
which was held in Canby.

Elsie Conley, 79, of Booker, Texas,
died July 1, 2004, of leukemia. She was

a longtime member of God’s Church,
baptized in 1952.

Mrs. Conley was born Aug. 19,
1924, in Perryton, Texas. Prior to her
marriage, she was an administrative
employee of the Ochiltree county sher-
iff’s department—the first female
deputy in the state of Texas. She attend-
ed the University of Texas in Austin
before marrying Elmer Conley on July
28, 1946. For many years she served
God’s people as a deaconess and an
elder’s wife.

Survivors include her husband,
Elmer, of Booker; a son, Bill Conley
(and wife, Laura) of Clarksville,
Arkansas; and four daughters: Donna
(and Alec) Surratt of Cincinnati, Ohio;
Barbara (and Guy) Burke of Wichita
Falls,Texas; Patricia (and Rodney) For-
rest of Gilmer, Texas; and Ruth (and
James) Roberts of Booker. She is also
survived by one brother, two sisters, 16
grandchildren and five great-grand-
children.

A graveside service was held July 6
in Booker’s Heart Cemetery with Guy
Burke, a son-in-law, officiating.

Announcements

Elsie Conley

Antonella Belén Iturra

Eric Haldor Erickson

Kyle Andrew Crutcher

Jacob Derry Graham

Bertha May Rothery

Michael Reese McTiernan Jr.

Simon Patrick Read

Ron and Norma Hosier

Dustin Christianson and 
Tiffany Foster

Ava Victoria Helwig



ers must be 21 years or older. The reso-
lution also adds a paragraph to the poli-
cy that provides for dealing with emer-
gency or specific situations that require
judgment on the part of the leader(s).
This paragraph also gives permission to
Ministerial Services to grant written
interpretations, clarifications or excep-
tions as necessary. The resolution also
extends the implementation date of the
policy from June 30 to Aug. 31.

A copy of the edited policy will be sent
to UCG pastors.

Don Henson

Test of First-
Contact Brochures
on U.S. Campuses
Unsuccessful

From February through May,a total of
50,000 “first-contact” promotional bro-
chures were tested on 50 college cam-
puses in six Midwestern states. This
included 25,000 copies of “Sex Outside
of Marriage: What’s the Big Deal?” and
25,000 copies of “The Debt Trap: How
Do I Get Free?” Each brochure included
a business-reply card so interested read-
ers could subscribe to both The Good
Newsand Vertical Thoughtmagazines by
simply dropping the card in the mail.

Unfortunately, subscriber response to
this test showed that these particular
brochures did not perform well. Results
also indicate that the college-age market
is difficult to reach. Only a handful of
responses were received.

John LaBissoniere

Members Test First-
Contact Brochures

During the same period when the uni-
versity “first-contact” brochure distribu-
tion test was underway, 10,000 copies of
“The Debt Trap” promotional brochure

News
At a Glance

On www.ucg.org
■ Compass Check
See video of home office weekly meeting.
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice/compasscheck.htm

■ UCG Commentary on This Week’s News
Weekly commentaries by UCG written on
world news and trends, from a biblical
perspective. Read these and more:
“The Disturbing Decline in Respect for
Biblical Values”
“Beyond Politics”
“Supreme Court Allows Internet Porn to
Continue”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

■ Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!
www.ucg.org/worldnews/

■ E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!
www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org
■ The August Virtual Christian Magazine
includes “True Hospitality,” “Does God
Believe in Tough Love?” and more.
vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org
■ The July-September online issue of Vertical
Thought has articles on staying Christian at
college, sexual myths, baptism, goal setting, etc.
verticalthought.org

Featured Links of the Month
■ Youth and young
adults’ Web site. 
www.ucgyouth.org
■ Singles’ Web site for
singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org
If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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were also distributed by brethren.
Although response was significantly

better than the university test, this effort
has not, so far, produced equal or better
results than other subscription brochures
previously tested. We will continue to
monitor residual response to help deter-
mine the course of possible future efforts
using “first-contact” brochures.

John LaBissoniere

Ministerial Services
Announces Hire
and Change

Dan Dowd was hired into the U.S.
field ministry at the end of June. He is
currently assisting Paul Suckling in the
Worcester, Massachusetts, and Ports-
mouth,New Hampshire, congregations.

Bill Jacobs is no longer employed by
the United Church of God. Larry Neff is
interim pastoring the Albuquerque,New
Mexico, and Durango, Colorado, con-
gregations, at the present time.

Musicians Needed
for Feast in Hawaii

There is a need for musicians to serve
at the Feast in Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii.

Pianists are needed to accompany the
choir, for song services or for special and
offertory music. Men and women are
needed for the choir, and instrumental-
ists are needed for offertory or special
music. If you can help, please contact
King Finlay at (215) 538-2115.

King Finlay

ABC Mini-Sampler
Set for Sept. 11-12
in Lansing

A taste of Ambassador Bible Center
will be coming to Michigan in Septem-
ber. An ABC Mini-Sampler will be held
over the weekend of Sept. 11 and 12,
with presenters Ralph Levy and Darris
McNeely.

Dr. Levy will present “Topics From
the Book of Genesis,”and Mr. McNeely
will present “The Early Church—His-
tory and Apostasy.” Dr. Levy is a resi-
dent instructor at ABC. Mr. McNeely is
an adjunct instructor, as well as the pas-
tor of the Indianapolis and Fort Wayne,
Indiana, congregations, and the manag-
ing editor of World News and Prophecy.

The weekend will begin with services
at 10:30 a.m. Dr. Levy and Mr. McNeely
will present split sermons. After a break
for lunch, the Mini-Sampler will run
from 2:30 to 4:20 Sabbath afternoon,

and from 6 to 7:50 Saturday night. On
Sunday,classes will start at 8:30 and end
at 5:50,with a lunch break from 12:20 to
2. There will be a total of 12 hours of
classes, and a certificate will be present-
ed to those who complete the 12 hours.

Church services and classes will be
held in the West Lansing Holiday Inn
and Conference Center, 7501 W. Sagi-
naw Hwy., Lansing, Michigan. Hotel
rooms are available at a special rate of
$79 per night. Please call (517) 627-
3211 to reserve a room,and mention you
are with the United Church of God.

Those interested should contact
Melvin Rhodes, pastor of the Lansing
congregation. His e-mail address is
Melvin_Rhodes@ucg.org. There will
be no charge for the seminar, but dona-
tions will be accepted.

We invite you to join us for a weekend
of stimulating and informative education
and fellowship in Lansing.

Ralph Levy

Softball Tournament
Set for Aug. 29

The Columbus,Ohio, congregation is
pleased to announce the fifth annual
Columbus Softball Tournament. The
tournament is a competitive open format,
so congregations are encouraged to bring
their best team (men, women or teens).

There will be games and activities for the
children, and food and beverages will be
available at very reasonable prices.

Games will be Sunday, Aug. 29.
Please contact Greg and Kelley Hand at
khand@insight.rr.com to sign-up.

Media Committee
Meets in Cincinnati

The Media and Communications
Committee of the Council met in
Cincinnati, Ohio, July 18 to 20 to prior-
itize and develop a draft of a media phi-
losophy for the Church in preparation
for the August Council meetings. July
20, President Roy Holladay and Media
and Communications Services opera-
tion manager Peter Eddington joined the
committee for further discussions.

Victor Kubik, chairman of the com-
mittee, explained that earlier in the year
the committee had identified historical
marketing principles that have been suc-
cessful for the Church. The entire Coun-
cil discussed these during their May
meetings, listing 18 key points. This led
to the current draft of the media philos-
ophy, which lends itself to developing
specific policies. 

Mr. Kubik said this process will help in
future decisions about the Church’s media
mix and coordinating our content to more
effectively fulfill our commission.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing officesMinisterial Services has invited 12 couples

from local congregations throughout the Unit-
ed States for the third Leadership Workshop.
The seminar will run from Sept. 2 through 6
at the home office in Milford, Ohio.

The invitees are:Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey Bak-
er, Asheville, North Carolina; Mr. and Mrs.
Arnold Burns,Asheboro,North Carolina; Mr.
and Mrs. James Cannon, West Palm Beach,
Florida; Mr. and Mrs. Fred Crow, San Jose,
California; Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Durham,
Terre Haute, Indiana; Mr. and Mrs. Alan
Gunn, Columbus, Ohio.

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Hoselton, Columbia,
Missouri; Mr. and Mrs. William Johnson,
Asheville, North Carolina; Mr. and Mrs.
Ronald Kelley, Cambridge, Ohio; Mr. and

Mrs. Hansel New, Eugene, Oregon; Mr. and
Mrs. Bruce Rivers, Elkhart, Indiana; and Mr.
and Mrs. Ken Thomson, San Antonio,Texas.

There will be five days of classes covering
topics such as: leadership in the Church, the
role of the home office, teaching as we have
been taught, developing the heart of a leader,
developing wisdom and judgment, learning
to understand and appreciate differences
between yourself and others, principles of
research, the roles of deacons and elders, the
roles of pastors’and elders’wives.

Working with your pastor, relevance in
speaking, selecting and developing preaching
material,history and overview of Church doc-
uments, principles of counseling and media
and Church finances presentations.

12 Couples Invited to Third Leadership Workshop


