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At a Glance

Media Center Fund Complete; Web Visits Top 300,000

Special Help for Special Needs

by Tom Kirkpatrick, Treasurer, UCGIA

The Good Works Program was initiated by action of
the Council of Elders in August 2003. I was honored to
be asked by the Council to coordinate this program, and
I would like to report in this article on the progress of the
program to date. 

The purpose of the Good Works Program is to provide

an organized outlet for members of the Church who have
the desire, time and ability to organize local fund-raising
efforts to benefit members of the Church all around the
world who have special needs that are not addressed in the
regular budget subsidies from the home office. 

Though we do support our congregations and mem-

Fund-raisers like the cookbook helped with Good Works projects such as providing a new building in Giti, Rwanda
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Booklets Break
Record

This year we set another record with
the number of booklets printed and
reprinted—a total of 660,000. This
number could still go higher before the
end of the year. 

By far the most popular booklet was
Jesus Christ: The Real Story, with
110,000 copies printed. We exhausted
our initial 80,000 print run from March
and ordered another 30,000 copies this
month. Of our 31 booklet titles, we
reprinted two thirds of them (20) this
year. Our previous high for number of
booklets printed was in 2002, when we
printed or reprinted 640,000. We have
now printed 100,000 or more copies of
21 of our 31 booklets.

Since United began, 3,353,000
booklets have been printed.

Also this year, 100,000 copies of the
introductory issue of The Good News
were printed. Altogether, more than 14
million copies of the GN have been
printed since United began.

We appreciate the faithfulness and
generosity of the members and sup-
porters of United that make these
efforts possible.

Scott Ashley

Bible Study Course
to Be Offered to
GN Readers

The next subscriber development let-
ter in late December will offer the Bible
Study Course to about 150,000 Good
News readers. This offer is planned for
once a year,and typically brings in about
a 10 percent response. It is the largest
source of new students for the course.
See Bible Study Course statistics below.

Regional Pastors and Ministerial Services Team Meet

The goal of $150,000 in special dona-
tions for the proposed home office
media center was reached Nov. 29.

“In just a four-month time period the
restricted fund reached its goal—much
sooner than we anticipated!” said Peter
Eddington, Media and Communica-
tions Services operation manager. “We
want to thank everyone for their gen-
erosity, especially for some rather large
single donations and a large donation
from one of the international areas!”

In January 2005, Church treasurer
Tom Kirkpatrick, will analyze the over-
all budget to ensure that regular income

has not been affected by contributions
to the media center fund. If the financial
guidelines in the Council resolution are
met, then construction of the space at
the home office will begin, along with
set construction and the purchase of the
video, audio and lighting equipment.

The media center will be a multipur-
pose studio for producing video to take
advantage of exciting, cost-effective
Internet opportunities as well as to
enhance our free community TV pro-
gramming. For more on the media cen-
ter, see the August United News, page 1
(www.ucg.org/un/un0408).

In keeping with the resolution, any
contributions received above $150,000
will be allocated to the general account.

Web Visits Soaring
In November, the www.ucg.org Web

site broke the 300,000 mark for the first
time for the number of visitors who
browsed the site. This tops the previous
records of 283,000 visitors in October
and 278,000 in September. 

“We have seen an increase in visitors
who are responding positively to our
online ads through Overture.com offer-
ing various booklets,”said Aaron Booth,

Internet managing editor. The most pop-
ular ads have been for the booklets What
Happens After Death? and The Middle
East in Bible Prophecy, followed by
Jesus Christ: The Real Story.

Nearly 8.5 million Internet searches
conducted through Overture.com (and
its partners such as Yahoo, MSN, CNN,
Altavista, etc.) in November brought
up UCG listings. Of these, 58,085 peo-
ple clicked on our link, and 3,580 of
those requested literature.

The top keywords were: death, God,
Iraq, Jesus, Jesus Christ, evolution,Rev-
elation, Israel,Middle East and religion.

The nine U.S. regional pastors,
five of their wives and the Minister-
ial Services team and staff met at the
home office Nov. 14 to 16 for their
annual year-end conference.

Some of the main topics discussed
were manpower needs and planning,
reviews of the regions and congrega-
tions, the progress with the leader-
ship development program (includ-
ing the leadership workshop, local
and regional leadership training),
three-day regional conferences for
the ministry, annual assessment of
pastors, pastoring, ministerial and
member education, etc.

Some of the main accomplish-
ments of this set of meetings
include:

• Planning three-day regional con-
ferences for the U.S. ministry in 2005

with the theme “Developing Spiritu-
al Maturity.”

• Beginning to plan leadership
training conferences by region start-
ing in 2006.

• Planning possible and probable
transfers, hires and retirements in
2005.

• Assessing needs within the
Church based on the condition of the
Church throughout the United States.

• Annual assessment plans for pas-
tors and regional pastors.

Attending the conference were all
of the regional pastors and some of
the wives: Denny Luker (Northwest
region), David Register (Southwest),
Larry and Linda Neff (Mountain),
Jim Servidio (North Central), Larry
and Bonnie Greider (Central), Ken
and Kathy Giese (South Central),

Lyle Welty (Great Lakes), Paul and
Jane Suckling (Northeast), Bruce and
Phyllis Gore (Southeast). 

The Ministerial Services team and
staff also attended: Richard (and
Mary) Pinelli, operation manager of
U.S. Ministerial Services; Jim
Franks, Doug and Tanya Horchak,
Denny Luker (MS team members);
and David Evans, administrator/assis-
tant to the operation manager. 

Roy Holladay attended a portion of
the meetings and gave an update from
the president.

“We had quite a few positive com-
ments from those attending about the
camaraderie, the teamwork involved
in planning and making decisions,”
said David Evans. “It’s one of the
highlights of the year for Ministerial
Services.” UN

Feast Survey
Produces
Membership
Overview
by Scott Ashley

Attendees at U.S. UCG Feast sites
aged 18 and over were asked to com-
plete an anonymous media survey to
help the Media and Communications
Services department gather basic
demographic data and background
information for future planning.

Surveys were distributed at 11 of 12
U.S. Feast sites (all except Hawaii).
Almost 4,800 surveys were collected,
of which a quarter, 1,200, were tabulat-
ed to get an accurate overview of our
Feast attendees. 

Some of the significant findings of
the survey were:

• About a quarter of Feast attendees
(24 percent) found out about the
Church from a family member or oth-
er relative. Another quarter (23 percent)
grew up in the Church. Another quarter
(23 percent) learned of the Church
through the World Tomorrow radio pro-
gram. One in 10 learned of the Church
through a friend or acquaintance, and
another one in 10 first saw Church
magazines or other literature.

• 53 percent have attended Church
of God services for 30 or more years.
An additional 36 percent have attended
for 15 to 30 years. Only 8 percent have

See “Good Works,” page 4

See “Feast Survey,” page 2

See “News at a Glance,” page 2
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News
At a Glance

New Classes on
the Web

Two new Ambassador Bible Center
classes are available online at
www.ucg.org/abc/classes. The General
Epistles, taught by Gary Antion, and
Daniel and Revelation, taught by
Melvin Rhodes, are available in Real-
Media and MP3 audio formats. 

An MP3 audio CD of the two class-
es will be sent to local congregations in
the near future.

Aaron Booth

Good News
Television Sets
New Record

October was a record-breaking
month for the Good News public-
access television program. That month,
184 phone calls were received, break-
ing the old mark of 181 set last April.
Another record was broken, which was
the number of calls received in a 24-
hour period. This occurred on October
24 when 54 calls were received. Sixty-
six stations now carry the program in
21 states. The stations in Brooklyn,
New York, and Chicago, Illinois, pro-
duce the largest number of calls,
although middle-size markets such as
San Antonio, Texas, and Tucson, Ari-
zona, draw a good amount of response
as well. 

Both the Good News and Tomorrow
television programs continue to be good
avenues for preaching the gospel on a
weekly basis in dozens of cities across
the United States. Both programs are
receiving good responses in most mar-
kets. If you would like to sponsor one or
both of these programs in your commu-
nity, please contact Steve Nutzman
(steve_nutzman@ucg.org) or Howard
Davis (howard_davis@ucg.org). Please
continue to pray for the continued suc-
cess of these programs.

Peter Eddington/Steve Nutzman

Ambassador Bible
Center Makes Plans

The acceptances for the class of 2005
stand at 41 at the beginning of Decem-
ber. We expect that we will receive sev-
eral more applications before the dead-
line of Dec. 20. Meanwhile we are
busily preparing for next year with
updates to our course plans and sched-
ules.

I would also like to put in a plug for
any former Ambassador College,
Ambassador University or Ambassador
Bible Center alumni to plan to attend
the second All-Ambassador Reunion in

See “News at a Glance,” page 16

Continued from page 1

Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address
changes to United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA (except as listed below): United Church of God, 
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. 
E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God—Australia, 
GPO Box 535, Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia.
Phone: 0755 202-111  Fax: 0755 202-122

BAHAMAS: United Church of God, P.O. Box N8873, Nassau,
Bahamas. Phone: (242) 324-3169  Fax: (242) 364-5566

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God—British Isles, P.O.
Box 705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. 
Phone: 020 8386 8467  Fax: 020 8386 1999

CANADA: United Church of God–Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station
D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966,
(800) 338-7779  Fax: (905) 876-0569  E-mail: info@ucg.ca

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Église de Dieu Unie—France,
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, 
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636  Fax:
0228-9454637 E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035
4523573. E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

KENYA: United Church of God, Kenya, P.O. Box 75261,
Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-mail: kenya@ucg.org

MALAWI: P.O. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi.
Phone: (02) 226076. E-mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.O.
Box 93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22,
Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God–West Africa, P.O. Box 1715,
Yaba, Lagos, Nigeria. Phone: 234-1-791 8009. E-mail:
nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO,
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 241-0150
Cell/Text: (+63) 0918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 705, Watford,
Herts. WD19 6FZ England. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern
Africa, P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205,
South Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694. E-mail:
rsa@ucg.org

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796

TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 127,
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.
ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076, Kitwe,
Zambia. E-mail: zambia@ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 928,
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273
E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association,
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to
general information and news about the Church, issues of
The Good News and United News, as well as our booklets.
The address http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s
Canadian Web site, http://www.ucg.org.au the
Australian Web site, http://www.labuonanotizia.org
the Italian Web site, http://www.goodnews.org.uk the
British Isles Web site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the
Philippines Web site and http://www.ucgrsa.org the
Southern Africa Web site.
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attended for less than 10 years.
• 55 percent categorized themselves

as first-generation Christians; 25 percent
as second generation and 10 percent as
third generation (10 percent didn’t
respond to this question).

• 20 percent are age 70 and older; 21
percent, age 60 to 69; 23 percent, age 50
to 59; 19 percent, age 40 to 49; 9 per-
cent, 30 to 39; and 7 percent 20 to 29.

• The ratio of attendees is 54 percent
female, 46 percent male.

• 30 percent are college graduates,
did postgraduate work or have
advanced degrees. Another 29 percent
attended college. An additional 27 per-
cent graduated from high school.

• 76 percent have a personal com-
puter in their home; 24 percent have
high-speed Internet access in their
home.

• UCG’s media efforts to the gener-
al public—The Good News, World

News and Prophecy and booklets—
were rated quite effective, with a major-
ity of responders giving all three the
highest ranking for helpfulness. 

Peter Eddington, Media and Com-
munications Services operation manag-
er, said, “One thing I find interesting
about the survey is that most of the mem-
bership value our publications. Howev-
er, very few of them read them online.
Since we have over a quarter of a million
visitors a month now, this means that
most of the visitors are not Church mem-

bers.”Mr. Eddington found it encourag-
ing that so many outside the Church are
visiting the Web site.

About a third of the surveys includ-
ed comments or suggestions. All sur-
veys with comments have been sorted
according to category of comment or
suggestion so those thoughts and ideas
can be forwarded to the appropriate
management personnel.

We appreciate the input of those who
participated in the survey and offered
comments. UN

“Feast Survey,” continued from
page 1

Letters
“Serving Prisoners”

I was very pleased to see the article,
“‘I Was in Prison and You Came to
Me . . .’: Serving Prisoners in the Hous-
ton Area” by Jim Franks in the Novem-
ber 2004 issue.

I know from past experience due to
having had a son in prison who is now
out and doing well, thank God, that the
prison system is more than brutal. I also
learned that there are quite a number of
inmates in there who really have
changed and are striving to obey God
despite their terrible circumstances.
Having written to various inmates over
the years, I have learned that there is no
more grateful person than an inmate.

I applaud Jim Franks and his prison
ministry and would like to see more in
other areas when there is an obvious
interest by the inmates and volunteers
available to conduct the Bible studies.
Support by the free world to the inmates
is noted by the prison officials and other
inmates. 

Marilyn Braley, Houston, Texas

Can’t Wait for Each Sabbath
I accidentally came across one of your

magazines about two months ago (“The
Horsemen of Revelation”). I sat down
and started reading this magazine. I
became very intrigued by it. Then all of
a sudden, it says to wait for the next
issue. I was determined to find a phone

number or address to receive other mag-
azines. Since then I have received
numerous books and magazines from
you. I can’t wait for each issue.

Since then I started going to your
church. My first day there was July 10.
I have met a congregation of very nice
people. I love to be around them and
can’t wait for each Sabbath to worship
God with them. I’m hoping to join the
Church soon. I want to thank you for
your magazines. I have never under-
stood Revelation until now. I have been
at home the last two years reading my
Bible to find the truth. Your books have
helped me a lot.

I am sending my tithes in to you. I
plan to do so from now on.

Virginia

“A Fire Back in My Heart”
I just wanted you to know that after

my husband of 25 years died, I backslid
and went the wrong way,pushing every-
thing good in my life away from me.

But since I have been receiving your
Good News magazines and your World
News and Prophecy magazines, the
wonderful articles have put a fire back
in my heart for the Lord Jesus Christ.

Right now I am reading the little book
I received from you, The Church Jesus
Built. I’m on page 50, “A falling away
from the truth begins.” My next to read
is going to be The Ten Commandments.

So I just want to say thank you very
much from the bottom of my heart.
Because without your magazines or
your books, I would still be lost in this
great big world with Satan the winner.
But now Satan is the loser and I’m the
winner,because the child of God is back
where she belongs.

The Church Jesus Built is a very pow-
erful book. I would recommend this to
everyone to read.

I am also taking your Bible Study
Course. I am on Lesson 7, “The Calling
of God.” I’m 56 years old and I’ve read
the Bible most of my life and study it.
But after your Bible Study Course I dis-
covered there was a lot I still did not
know. You are never too old to learn.

Oklahoma

“My Life Is Changing (for
the Better)”

Thank you so much for The Good
News magazine, World News and
Prophecy, the Bible Study Course, all
your other free literature and for person-
ally answering my letter. Finally I’m
understanding the Bible and I feel that I
can, and am, getting to know Jesus
Christ on a personal level. 

My life is changing (for the better). I
have a long way to go, but I have pur-
pose in my life. I know my son is resting
in peace and I will see him again. Now I
smile when I talk about him. I have been

lifted out of the depression that I’ve been
in. 

Our glorious Almighty God certainly
does answer our prayers. After the bur-
ial of my son I searched for truth and
prayed over and over again for the truth
to be revealed to me—but what I was
reading in the Bible was not what I was
taught. I came across your literature by
accident (I should say I believe it was
God who arranged it). At a yard sale was
a box of books, and with the books was
one of your free booklets. After reading
it I wrote to you. Thank you so much for
The Good News and the truth. Your lit-
erature and the Bible have become my
daily reading and inspiration.

I’ve enclosed a check. I know it isn’t
much, for that I do apologize. I’m not
working,but I have faith that that too will
change. As my financial situation
improves, so will the amount I send. But
for now it’s a small token of my appre-
ciation.

West Virginia

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United News are
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or e-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.
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by Mark Mickelson

Many of us can look back on our
lives and remember times when God
chose to act in a very dramatic way. At
other times, though, His hand is not so
clearly shown. The Feast in Nigeria this
year was one of the obvious times. God
openly and dramatically intervened in
the lives of His people.

One of the very real dangers in Africa
is disease. We often hear of the damage
done by war or famine or AIDS, but the
damage caused by malaria is as bad or
worse. Most people in tropical areas
will contract it sometime during their
life, though its impact will vary depend-
ing on what their treatment options are.
Typhoid is also a serious problem. Both
diseases produce a fever, though the
symptoms are not identical. 

Four people at the Feast this year in
Nigeria were healed of malaria/typhoid
symptoms. One person was relieved of
migraine headaches and there were oth-
er healings as well. God was pouring
out His Spirit on His people.

Demonism is another affliction and
is deeply embedded in various ele-

ments of African culture. The influ-
ence of the native religions and the
proclivity to seek emotional response
in worship contribute to it. Belief in
the practice of witchcraft is common.
Some even seek medical assistance at
occult centers. 

God instructs us not to “give place to
the devil” (Ephesians 4:27). We are not
to submit ourselves to or participate
with demons in any way. Fearing
demon influence or power or being
superstitious are forms of submission
and are idolatry. They are subjecting
oneself to the god of this world. At the
Feast, God poured out His Spirit in
addressing some of these afflictions as
well.

One family had suffered various
problems of demon influence over a
number of years and had asked for
prayers for their children. The congre-
gation was aware of their need and had
been praying, and the matter was
addressed by the ministry. 

God’s intervention, in response, was
dramatic and clear. In a letter to the con-
gregation, the father expressed the fam-
ily’s gratitude for the prayers and for

the spiritual deliverance they had
received. He stated that their children
were now of sound mind and sleeping
well.

One woman, fairly new in the
Church, had been anointed during the
Days of Unleavened Bread. For 18
years she had been crippled, barely able
to walk, and that only with a great deal
of pain. 

From the time she was anointed, she
made remarkable gains. Her room at
the Feast was at the top of a steep set of
stairs, and she walked to the sports day
activities about a quarter of a mile down
the highway from the hotel. Knowing
her circumstances, you could not help
but thank God on her behalf. 

In Western society we generally por-
tray things only in scientific or medical
terms. Still, the spirit world is very real.
This year at the Feast in Nigeria, God
clearly showed where the ultimate
power and authority lay. There was
much rejoicing and giving of thanks.

It is always a blessing to be under
God’s protection and care, but it is espe-
cially encouraging when you see God
pour out His Spirit on His people.  UN

Nigerians Experience God’s Healings

by Bill Jahns

The United Church of God in Malawi
continues to grow. The highest atten-
dance at the Feast this year was 103,
approximately 20 more than last year.
Victor Kubik was the visiting minister
in Malawi this year. Sermons were trans-
lated into Chichewa, which is a great
help to several who don’t speak English.

Increased attendance in Malawi is
coming from several sources. Some are
brand-new and have come into contact
with us through our literature or mem-
bers. Others are Church members who
had dropped out and have now decided
to come to the United Church of God.

We recently opened an office in Blan-
tyre that mails out both The Good News
and booklets. Elifonzi Salawila has
made room for a small office in his
home,and he handles the organization of
the office. We are mailing around 500
Good Newsmagazines a month,and that
number is growing. We are pleased to
see the continued growth in Malawi after

a very small start there in 1995.
I baptized one person in Malawi on

my last trip in November 2004. Patricia
Chapamba was supposed to be baptized
on my last trip in September,but the bap-
tism had to be delayed because Mrs.
Chapamba gave birth to a baby at that
time. Finally on Nov. 15 she was bap-
tized. Several others are also requesting
baptism in Malawi.

I was also able to visit the clinics in
Lilongwe and Balaka. Sam Chilopora,
a member of United, handles a clinic in
Balaka that helps 190 orphans on a
weekly basis. These orphans and their
custodians receive instruction on diet
and also a wholesome meal on a daily
basis. Many of these orphans would go
hungry if it were not for the aid that
LifeNets and other charities contribute.

Gladstone Chonde operates a medical
clinic in Lilongwe. In the near future he
will add a “birthing” section to his clin-
ic. In order to do this, he had to have an
ambulance available. Rotary Interna-
tional has sponsored the purchase of an

ambulance that is now available to trans-
port mothers who are giving birth.

The brethren in Malawi are thankful
for the assistance given to them. We con-
tinue to have available items the women
of Malawi have sewn. These items have
beautiful flowers and African animals
embroidered on them. If you are inter-
ested in assisting in this project,please e-
mail bill_jahns@ucg.org.

My November trip to Malawi was
very successful, and we are looking for-
ward to future growth.  UN

Growth Continues in Malawi

The British Isles National Council
selected Winchester as the Feast site for
2005.

At the Nov. 14 meeting David Fenney
introduced a report from the Feast Site
Selection Committee that had highlight-
ed Winchester and Stirling (Scotland) as
potential Feast sites for 2005. 

Council members weighed up the

pros and cons of each site, considered
feedback already received from mem-
bers relating to Winchester and also con-
sidered the dates for the Feast during the
next few years.

The Council also decided that Stirling
would likely be the Feast site in 2007,
since the Feast will be quite early that
year. For 2006, the committee is still

researching a number of all-on-one-site
or holiday camp type of environments
and will be making further recommen-
dations to the National Council shortly.

The Church plans to negotiate dis-
counts where possible with hotels and
other types of accommodation. Further
information regarding accommoda-
tions will be made available soon.  UN

British Isles’ Feast Site Selection, 2005 and Beyond

UCG–British Isles
Explores TV
Opportunity

Peter Hawkins advised the British
Isles National Council of a possible TV
opportunity on a one-hour discussion
program once per month for six months
on Revelation TV on Sky. 

This discussion program, called
World in Focus, is at 9 p.m. on weekdays
and addresses biblical issues. As the
Church’s Web site and e-mail address
can be provided on the screen,we expect
several hundred new people to contact
the Church.

The ministry in the British Isles asked
for the members’prayers that this oppor-
tunity will be helpful for the work of the
Church in the British Isles.

At the Nov. 14 meeting Mr. Hawkins
also described a suggested redesign of
the British Isles’ Web site appearance.
National Council members commented
positively and provided some input for
the Media and Internet Committee.
Work is continuing.

Members Safe After
Caribbean Quakes

A 6.0 earthquake shook the Caribbean
island of Dominica Nov. 20, and it has
been followed by more than 1,000 after-
shocks. Maxwell Victor reported that the
brethren did not suffer any damage.

Another earthquake,measuring 5.4 on
the Richter scale, shook Trinidad and
Tobago Dec. 2. Steve Basant reported
that there was no loss of life or serious
damage.

News From New
Zealand

Currently the Church in New Zealand
is sending out about 10,000 pieces of lit-
erature a year. In addition, Jeff Caudle,
who pastors the congregations in New
Zealand, also serves members in South-
east Asia and the South Pacific islands.
He will have traveled about 150 days this
year and nearly 100,000 miles by plane.
He travels to Southeast Asia every other
month and three or four times a year to
the South Pacific islands.

The Economist
Mentions GN

There was a reference to The Good
News on page 50 of the Sept. 26-Oct. 2,
2004, issue of The Economist, the British

weekly newsmagazine. The relevant sec-
tion read, “It is hard to tell what is going
on in the born-again world. Born-agains
communicate through Good Newsmag-
azine rather than the New York Times.”

Though not a very accurate descrip-
tion of GN readership, the electronic ver-
sion did include a link to the
www.gnmagazine.org Web site as a
“Related Item.”

Canada Distributes
Over 116,000
Pieces of Literature

At the end of October, the Canadian
office announced that they had distrib-
uted over 116,000 pieces of literature
since Jan. 1. “That is almost as much as
we distributed in all of 2002, and more
than in 2001—all this with two months
remaining in the year,” said Ed van Pelt.

The single most popular booklet,with
nearly 2,200 copies distributed, was
Jesus Christ: The Real Story.

Meetings in Ireland
John Ross Schroeder traveled to

Northern Ireland Nov. 6 and met with 10
people in Ballymena and five in Belfast.
Peter and Sonja Hawkins made the trip
Sept. 11, and announced that UCG is
planning to have at least four meetings  a
year in Northern Ireland, and possibly
more if interest continues to grow.

Australia Conducts
Comprehensive
Renewal

In the months of November, Decem-
ber and January the most comprehensive
renewal so far in the history of the Unit-
ed Church of God in Australia is being
conducted. Nearly 9,500 subscribers will
be renewed. All subscribers will receive
three reminders to renew and will be
offered three alternatives to do this—via
reply-paid letter, “freecall” or the Web
site. Those subscribers who opt to renew
through the Web site will also be offered
the opportunity to receive an e-mail
update when each new Good News issue
becomes available on the Web site. They
can then choose to continue receiving the
printed copy or to read it online. 

Australia Airs TV Ad
UCG–Australia negotiated a very

economical package to air a television
ad in the greater Melbourne area. The ad
will be shown 300 times during eight
weeks in November and December for
less than $6.10 (Australian) a spot. The
ad offers the booklet The United States
and Britain in Bible Prophecyand a sub-
scription to The Good News.

News
At a Glance

International

Orphans and their custodians receive
a meal at Balaka clinic. Inset, Elifonzi
Salawila sets up mailing office
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Good Works Projects: Providing Special Help for Special Needs Around the World

bers in many areas of the world with
hundreds of thousands of dollars of
budgeted subsidy, needs do arise from
time to time that are in addition to those
subsidies. Over the years, we have
heard from members who desire to help
in these circumstances, thus the pro-
gram.

In the 15 months since the program
began, the generous, loving efforts of
many brethren have fully or partially
funded eight projects. These projects
have already or will soon benefit the
members and congregations in the
Philippines, Ghana, Kenya, Cameroon,
Togo and Rwanda. Other projects are
sure to arise in the near future. 

Later in this article you can read
reports from our coordinators in each
of these areas on how the projects to
date have impacted and benefited our
brethren.

God’s people are generous and car-
ing. This has been shown anew in the
response to the creation of the Good
Works Program. On behalf of the mem-
bers who are on the receiving end of the
projects, I thank everyone who has con-
tributed through direct involvement in
these projects and prayers for God’s
blessings on the program. The details
of the Good Works Program and the
individual projects are presented and
updated at the “Resources” tab of the
United Church of God Web site:
ucg.org.

Individuals Can Give to
International Fund and
Assistance Fund

I would like to make clear one
aspect of the Good Works Program
that some may not have understood. It
was not designed by the Council of
Elders as a restricted account to be
funded by direct cash donations from
members or other supporters of the
work of the Church. That is, we do not
encourage individuals to send direct
cash offerings to be used by the Good
Works Program. 

If an individual wishes to make
such cash donations as part of their
offerings, over and above the basic
tithe, in order to help fund the needs
of our brethren in less prosperous
areas of the world, we encourage
them to send their donation to the
generic “International Fund” of the
Church (without specifying a particu-
lar country or region). 

We very much appreciate the ongo-
ing donations to the “Assistance
Fund” and the “International Fund.”
We anticipate that these donations
will continue, and have budgeted
accordingly. For those inclined to give
donations to the “International Fund,”
we request that there be no further
restrictions other than to say “Inter-
national Fund” either on the memo
line of their check or an accompany-
ing note. 

It is best not to further designate the
contribution by country, since, as
described above, the ongoing needs of
those areas have already been budget-

ed, both in the income and expense
budgets. It is possible that more contri-
butions could be received as designat-
ed for a particular country than there
are legitimate needs or ways to respon-
sibly spend the monies in that particu-
lar country. In such cases, if the donor
designates the funds as only to be used
for that particular country or region of
the world, the Church is in the position
of having funds that it cannot use, thus
potentially depriving other areas of
those funds and creating additional red
tape.

To repeat, if individuals wish to give
or continue giving cash offerings to
help finance the efforts to help mem-
bers (and carry out the ongoing work
of the Church), they may contribute to
the already-established “Assistance
Fund” and/or the “International Fund”
(without specifying a particular country
or region). Such donations will be used
to underwrite the subsidies that are
included in the regular budget of the
Church (which amount, as stated
above, to hundreds of thousands of dol-
lars per year).

Group Fund-Raising for
Good Works Program

On the other hand, if you would like
to help with the Good Works Program,
here’s how to proceed. Following these
steps will help to make this program
work smoothly. Thank you for your
help!

1. Survey the list of projects
described at the “Good Works Pro-
gram” area under the “Resources” tab
of United Church of God Web home
page (ucg.org).

2. Work with your local pastor to
engage in the fund-raising efforts, and
make it clear that the effort is separate
from tithes and offerings.

3. Send a check to
the home office to the
attention of “Tom
Kirkpatrick, Coordina-
tor of Good Works
Program,” indicating
the project or projects
that the funds were
dedicated to. Please
indicate in a note that
accompanies the
check that any sur-
plus funds (over and
above the amounts
needed to meet the
needs of that particu-
lar project) can be used to help with
other “Good Works Program” pro-
jects. Otherwise, the Church will
need to return the surplus.

4. If there is not one particular pro-
ject you wish to limit your support to,
please indicate in the note accompany-
ing the check that the funds can be used
to support whichever current or future
projects are deemed most urgent by the
coordinator of the Good Works Pro-
gram.

Fund-Raisers
In the brief history of the Good

Works Program, quite a variety of fund-
raisers have been done by members in
local congregations. From car washes

to concerts to publication of a Sab-
bath/Holy Day cookbook to silent auc-
tions to penny rolls, brethren in numer-
ous congregations have shown energy
and creativity in devising ways to sup-
port the program. 

Pictured here are a couple of those
efforts.

Now let’s hear from our coordinators
(senior pastors) of the Church’s opera-
tions in areas that have or soon will ben-
efit from the projects that have been list-
ed to date.

Ghana (Melvin Rhodes)
The Agona congregation of the Unit-

ed Church of God is delighted and tru-
ly thankful for the generosity of mem-

bers of the Church in the United States
who helped raise the funds for their
new church roof.

Agona is a village in Ghana, a coun-
try in West Africa. With help from peo-
ple in the United States, members there
were able to begin work on a church
building some time ago, but were not
able to finish it. As most of the mem-
bers in the area are subsistence farmers
earning little, if any, cash, there was no
hope of finishing the building without
outside help. That financial assistance

was raised
through the
Good Works
Program and
the roof was
finished in
time for the
Feast of Taber-
nacles 2004.

By the mid-
dle of Decem-
ber, the Ghana-
ian Church
members will

also be benefiting from another Good
Works Program fund-raiser. Money
was raised to help with the purchase of
a van for the Church office in Kumasi,
Ghana. The van will be used on a reg-
ular basis to help isolated members get
to church services each week. It can
also be used on an occasional basis for
other church needs.

Many thanks are extended by the
Church members in Ghana to their
brothers and sisters in the Unit-
ed States for their warm gen-
erosity.

Philippines (David
Baker)

A Good Works project was
initiated in the Philippines to
help our unemployed or under-
employed members better
their standard of living. We
have tried to do this by provid-
ing short-term loans to some
members, educating a couple
of young adults and providing
a few grants to help some of our mem-
bers start a small business. 

As an example, funds were provid-
ed for a member, Donato Mogar, in
San Quentin, Pangasinan. Mr. Mogar
is elderly and disabled and his wife is
also disabled. He had served as secre-
tary of the local community for sever-

al years, but he lost his job last year
when the meetings were moved to Sat-
urdays. Some Good Works funds were
provided to Mr. Mogar to start a small
home-based grocery store. His wife
also helps provide income for the fam-
ily by selling meat in the local market.
Mr. Mogar is very grateful for the help
that he has received, which allows him
to support his family.

Here are some quotes from a couple
of Philippine members regarding the
Good Works Program.

“Last summer was a really trying
time for me and my family. With our
down economy and my daughter hav-
ing dialysis two times a week, natural-
ly our income was less than our expens-

es. So I was really hoping and praying
for business deals that would help us
make ends meet. After a year of fervent
prayer and work, God granted us the
multinational account we have been
praying for.

“Since it was a big company, we had
to advance most of the expenses for the
services we offered. Unfortunately, we
barely had money. We asked some
friends for help, but they were also in
need of money. I was left no choice but
to borrow from a lending company. But
the interest was so high my daughter
thought it was an unwise decision.
Thankfully, our church has a Good
Works Program which helps people in
need . . . 

“God has been so kind and merciful,
and we are very thankful to Him for
answering our prayers and using Good
Works as an instrument for supporting
our need.

“On behalf of my family, we earnest-
ly express our appreciation to Good
Works of UCG. Thank you so much.”

Evelyn B. Soriano

“My family and I would like to
express our sincere gratitude to the
Good Works Program. Without it, and
the assistance from the Church as well
as from other brethren, life could have
been very miserable for our family as
we traversed through the unfamiliar
financial difficulties.

“With four kids all in school, we
were able to negotiate the ‘no income
gap’without the kids stopping school,

which could have been a traumatic
experience for them. Until now they
are making good with their studies.
Yes, there were days it was too dark at
home, when the electric company cut
off our light, no gas, no water, no food.
But our pastor . . . has been very help-
ful and quick to empathize [with] our
predicament. There were times, in
fact, many times, when I had to rush to
[his] office in order to send to my fam-
ily in the province their next meal’s
budget.

“What we’ve gone through could
have been too grim to remember with-
out the assistance from the Church. I
learned later it came from the Good
Works Program. All of my children are
blessed with their performance at
school and they know the Good Works

“Good Works,” continued from
page 1

Above, the Myers Brothers
sing at the “Raise the Roof”
concert in Akron, Ohio, to
benefit the Ghana project;
right, members from all over
the world contributed
special Sabbath and Holy
Day recipes and words of
wisdom for this beautiful
cookbook, a project
sponsored by members of
the Cincinnati East, Ohio,
congregation

The finished building in Agona,
Ghana, site of the UCG Feast of
Tabernacles services in October
2004 (photo by Jim Servidio)

Donato Mogar does some
repacking for his store while his
wife looks on. Good Works funds
helped Mr. Mogar start his store in
the Philippines after he lost his job
because of the Sabbath
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Program helped them [continue in]
school.

“After a few long months we are now
recovering to a level enough to provide
for my family. The opportunities which
are now opening are just unexpectedly
great!

“Thanks to the Good Works Pro-
gram. The Good Works Program is tru-
ly a work of love!”

Arnel G. Angcos and family

Kenya (John Elliott)
The new Good Works Program has

already significantly benefited our

brothers and sisters in East Africa.
Generous contributions to two pro-
jects this year have provided faithful
attendees with humanitarian aid and
a much-needed church building and
office.

The long rains failed in East Africa
this year, decimating hopes for the
garden crops most members rely on
for food. The first Good Works pro-
ject provided emergency grain relief
during July in the form of maize. It
was distributed to all our hungry
members in the region until crops
finally began to grow. 

During the month of August a sec-
ond aspect of the project also kicked
in. Since members typically depend
on surface water of poor quality for
drinking and cooking, our leaders
purchased and distributed stainless
steel water purification tanks to all
member households. A family can
now pour their normal water into the
top of the tank and receive clean
drinking water through the spout
below. 

A third aim of the project was to
decrease the number of incidences of
mosquito-borne malaria in the region.
Recurring malaria infections are com-
mon among the brethren, causing
sickness and sometimes death. In
mid-November the distribution of
insecticide-treated mosquito nets was
made to all member households in
East Africa. Malaria can only spread
if a mosquito feeds on an infected per-
son and then on a healthy person.
Since sleeping environments general-
ly have no protection against mosqui-
toes, the disease spreads quickly and
mainly at night. However, the chain
of infection is broken when an
engorged mosquito makes its last
landing on an insecticide-treated net.

Such nets now cover the beds of our
members and their children. 

A fourth application of the Good
Works project was to provide
artemisia tea leaves as an antidote for
malaria victims. A German company
trained our five deacons to plant and
harvest an Africanized version of the
artemisia plant whose herbal proper-
ties very quickly remove the effects of
malaria from patients. We purchased
two kits containing hybrid seeds and
have begun growing plants for distri-
bution to our members. 

The African brethren are very

appreciative to those who have con-
tributed to the enhancement of their
physical lives through these pro-
grams. Various initiatives like the
garage sale at the Mansfield, Ohio,

congregation were instrumental in
funding this Good Works project. 

A second Good Works project
focused on our need for property and
buildings to house a central office and
church meeting facility in Migori,
Kenya. Our main office is in the
Kenyan capital city of Nairobi where
two deacons live. Yet three of our five
deacons live in Migori and oversee the
majority of our congregations in East
Africa from there. The local congre-
gation outgrew our leased building
and it has been difficult to find the
facilities we need to do the work of
God in that area. 

Consequently, deacons John
Otieno and Moses Meraba found suit-
able land to purchase that will meet

our needs there for years to come.
Thanks to a fund-raiser at the Feast in
Wisconsin Dells, most of the funding
for this project was raised in a single
event. 

The land has been purchased and
fencing is being erected around it.
Soon we will begin construction of a
church hall and office on the site. The
land also provides us with a regional
site on which to grow the artemisia
plants that can treat our malaria-
infected members. 

Deacon John Otieno wrote on
behalf of the Southwest Region con-
gregations:

“First and foremost, I would like to
express the thankfulness of the
brethren concerning the relief grains
and the land. In fact they appreciated
it very much . . . [the brethren] have
been blessed at the time of need, espe-
cially during the time of hunger. It is
nice to have brethren with the same
mind to help, and also for those who
volunteered to contribute for that pro-
gram also. May our Almighty God
bless you all richly and give you long-
lasting life. The brethren say, ‘Keep
up Good Work which is in you.’

“Second to that, they are also hap-
py with the plan . . . to help them have
their own church hall in Migori which
will also help us serve from the cen-
tre of all congregations in the South-
west. We pray that our beloved Father
will also keep those who have started
that Good Work to continue with it till
it be completed, may more blessings
come to them abundantly. This hall
and the land will help the Church in
the future, too.”

French Africa—Cameroon,
Togo, Rwanda (Joel
Meeker)

In several African countries our
brethren have difficulty finding suitable
halls. This is either because meeting
halls simply don’t exist, or because the
price is too high. In several places we
have rented apartments for the use of
the church, but this is relatively expen-
sive in the long run and occasionally
presents other difficulties. 

In addition, most African govern-
ments expect churches to own their
own buildings, and resist accrediting
church organizations that don’t have
their own building. The governments
are usually somewhat repressive and

they don’t trust organizations that don’t
have a fixed base because it might be
hard to find them if the government
wanted to intervene in some way. This
has caused us long delays in gaining
official recognition and in some cases
has meant the inability to be legally rec-
ognized. 

This government recognition is nec-
essary for us to operate legally in these
countries (have bank accounts, have
phone lines or post office boxes in the
name of the Church). Not being recog-
nized can place our brethren at some
risk of being mistaken for belonging to
a secretive or illegal entity. 

Cameroon
Two congregations in Cameroon are

in need of church buildings, one in the
economic capital of Cameroon, the city
of Douala, and the other in the extreme
north of the country in the village of
Yagoua. This project will allow the
Church better legal status, create a bet-
ter reputation for our brethren in
Cameroon as well as permitting them
to attend church functions in an ade-
quate facility.

Rwanda
Currently the congregation in Giti,

Rwanda, is meeting in a bamboo struc-
ture on a member’s property. However
with recent growth, they are at the point
of outgrowing this venue, and the local
authorities have
informed them
that if they wish to
operate legally,
they must build a
structure on other,
Church-owned
property, not in
someone’s yard.

Not being rec-
ognized can place
our brethren at
some risk of being
mistaken for be-
longing to a
secretive or ille-
gal entity. This is
presently the case
in Rwanda. 

The members
in Rwanda, in
spite of very diffi-

cult economic circumstances, are
faithful in contributing their tithes and
offerings, which do not cover the
expenses of the Church in their coun-
try. This project will permit the con-
gregation to purchase a plot of land
and to contract a suitable building of
concrete block.

Your contribution to this project will
allow the Church better legal status,
create a better reputation for our
brethren in Rwanda as well as permit-
ting them to attend church functions in
an adequate facility. Thank you for your
help!

Togo
Currently the congregation in Lomé,

Togo, is meeting in a member’s home.
However with recent growth, they are
at the point of outgrowing this venue.

The members in Lomé, in spite of
very difficult economic circumstances,
have faithfully saved their tithes and
offerings for years and recently pur-
chased a plot of land. The Good Works
project will finance the construction of
a suitable building of concrete block on
this site.

Your contribution to this project will
allow the Church better legal status,
create a better reputation for our
brethren in Togo as well as permit them
to attend Church functions in an ade-
quate facility. Thank you for your con-
sideration. UN

Members in Kenya express gratitude for relief grain provided by the
Good Works Program during the drought

Church brethren volunteer their time to complete the partially built
structure just purchased for the Church in Cameroon. It was a partially
completed house and lot, which the Church was able to purchase at a
very good price. It is in the outskirts of Douala, and will serve not only for
weekly Sabbath services, but will also be the Feast of Tabernacles site
for Cameroon (photo by Joel Meeker)

Members in Kenya rejoice over the purchase of land in Migori, Kenya
(photo by John Elliott)

The members in Togo (with some from Benin as well)
at the Feast of Tabernacles 2003. They are outgrowing
the room in a member’s home that they presently use
in Lomé, Togo. They have faithfully saved their tithes
and offerings there over the last years and have just
purchased the lot for the church building, which will be
near the house of our deacon (photo by Joel Meeker)
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■ Jesus said His disciples
should care for the needy.
Yet how does one go about
doing this in a world literally
filled with needy people? It
can be done!
by Victor Kubik

“Come, you blessed of My Father,
inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.” We
all want to hear these words from Jesus
Christ upon His return. 

The parable continues: “I was hun-
gry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty
and you gave Me drink; I was a stranger
and you took Me in; I was naked and
you clothed Me . . . Assuredly, I say to
you, inasmuch as you did it to one of
the least of these My brethren, you did
it to Me” (Matthew 25:34-36, 40). 

This powerful lesson applies in spir-
itual ways, but I want to focus upon the
physical application. The hearts of all
Christians grieve over the terrible plight
of millions of people, and we want to
help. Faced with statistics like 600 chil-
dren dying every hour due to hunger or
15 million AIDS orphans in Africa, we
might think that the world is just a black
hole of endless needs. Understandably,
we can feel overwhelmed as to where
to start. 

Taking a cue from Christ’s parable,
we should consider our own brethren
in the developing world. Some of our
own spiritual brothers are without jobs
and must support large families. And
some have an extended family that also
requires their attention. 

Paul admonished Christians, “As we
have opportunity, let us do good to all,
especially to those who are of the
household of faith” (Galatians 6:10). 

I’m not talking only about financial
assistance. Helping with money is an
obvious way to assist, but it is only one
of many possibilities within the grasp
of the wealthy Western world.

Life-Changing Experience
In the June 2001 issue of United

News, I wrote of my life-changing
experience that resulted in my learning
how to help the victims of Chernobyl’s
1986 nuclear accident. (See “Caring for
Our Needy Brethren in Developing
Areas,” www.ucg.org/un/un0106/car-
ing.html.) 

I learned about a U.S. State Depart-
ment program that paid for the shipping
of 10- and 20-ton sea containers and
found many volunteers willing to help
fill them. I found that, using the same
program, it was possible to send simi-
lar containers for free to the Sabbatari-
ans with whom we had worked in west-
ern Ukraine. We sent a total of 30 tons
of aid before the end of 1996 that again
provided large quantities of food, med-
icine and clothing. 

Then I began asking, what can we do
directly for our own brethren in the
United Church of God?

The same article explained how we
collected 20 tons of goods and shipped
them to our brethren in Malawi. Tons of

food were donated by various busi-
nesses. Thrift stores freely gave us hun-
dreds of boxes of unsold clothing. Mor-
ton Salt gave us two tons of salt for
iodine-deficient Malawi in the interior
of south-central Africa.

This awareness brought to life 1 John
3:17: “But whoever has this world’s
goods, and sees his brother in need, and
shuts up his heart from him, how does
the love of God abide in him?” We
started looking for other opportunities
among our own brethren.

I explained in the United News arti-
cle that I learned a number of members’
homes in Central America were in need
of improvement. The most often voiced
request was to pour concrete floors for
people living on dirt. Dirt bred worms
and disease. Over the next two years we
supplied the funds to pour 16 floors
in Guatemala. In
addition, we help-
ed add extra rooms
to overcrowded
dwellings, in one
case where nine peo-
ple lived in one room. 

Then we were
asked to supply white
shirts and blouses
for our children in
Guatemala and El Sal-
vador. Why? A white
top is the proper uniform for school-
children. You cannot go to school
unless you have this uniform. But for
many large families that live on $100
to $140 a month (if they work at all), to
supply this uniform is just too expen-
sive. So we began collecting white
shirts and blouses and alleviated a big
burden. We were learning to listen very
closely for true needs and then target
specific ways to start meeting them. 

Scholarships
In the tough economies of El Sal-

vador, Guatemala, Peru, Colombia and
Mexico, it is prohibitive for many of
our young people to seek higher edu-
cation. With some economies having a
75 percent unemployment rate, going
to university provides a distinct advan-
tage in the job market.

We started helping with scholarships
in El Salvador where we were able to
send 21 young adults to university for
$450 per year apiece. They studied
accounting, computer science, archi-
tecture, dentistry and other professions.
What a great value and investment in
the future! 

We’ve continued to develop this pro-
gram to where we now help about 50
students in developing areas. Since the
inception of a Developing Nations
Scholarship Fund in 2001 we have
received many letters of appreciation
from both the young recipients and
UCG pastors stating how their educa-
tions have transformed their lives and
have made them more productive
members of the Church. 

Medicine and Water Wells
In Malawi and Zambia our own

brethren were going without medicines
that many of us take for granted. Every
year a number of the children of our

brethren died during the rainy season
in Zambia because there was no medi-
cine for treatable malaria. As of this
writing, partially because of our send-
ing medicine to our brethren who live
in the remote settlements of Mumbwa,
there have been no children’s deaths
during the past three rainy seasons. 

For the past six years we have pro-
vided the only medicines for two clin-
ics that are owned and operated by
UCG members in Malawi. We supply
large quantities of medicine to Africa
(about $100,000 per year) through
incredible sources for which we pay as
low as 2 cents on the dollar wholesale.
In other words, we can send over $100
worth of drugs for $2.

Water is a precious resource in
many parts of the world. People walk

for miles with
f ive - g a l l o n
jugs on their
heads to bring
home their
daily supply.
Last year the
Akron, Ohio,
UCG con-

gregation raised the money to drill a
well on a member’s property to provide
drinking water and irrigation not only
for himself, but also to almost 60 other
people in the vicinity. Our brethren in
Malawi were able to negotiate for the
best prices and had the well dug at
about half the going rate through a gov-
ernment well driller.

Network and Leverage
One of the most valuable lessons I

have learned is the importance of net-
working.

I discovered other organizations that
collect medical supplies and equipment
that are more than willing to share what
they have, if they are confident that
what they give will be properly deliv-
ered and used. In central Indiana we are
blessed with a number of sources that
offer more items than we could even
use. FAME (Fellowship of Associates
of Medical Evangelism) in Indianapo-
lis has provided us everything from
hospital beds to wheelchairs to furni-
ture—all free for the asking. 

Last summer a UCG youth camp in
Ghana needed toothpaste, toothbrushes
and floss for a dental hygiene class. No
problem. We ask; they provide. Becky
Hornor, wife of UCG elder Noel

Hornor, works for a dental supply com-
pany. She is able occasionally to send us
boxes of medical supplies for distribu-
tion overseas. I have an arrangement
with a number of Indianapolis dentists
who have a standing offer to supply hun-
dreds of sample items of dental hygiene
products for overseas outreach projects. 

The Lighthouse Mission in down-
town Indianapolis has been a help too.
When we come across items we can-
not use, we pass them to the mission.
For example, we received a donation of
several thousand new but mislabeled
uniforms through a member in the
Nashville, Tennessee, congregation.
The Lighthouse, in turn, has given us
hundreds of pounds of meat and per-
sonal products for our Terre Haute,
Indiana, congregation’s outreach to an
abused girls’ shelter, as well as to our
outreach to our brethren overseas. Our
cost with all this has been zero. 

We have ample sources for all the
wheelchairs and eyeglasses and linens
that we use.

Through this process, we learned the
value of networking. It does not need to
cost an arm and a leg nor take away from

resources to preach the gospel. These are
definitely ways of responding to the
direction given in Galatians 6:10. 

And these things are truly making a
difference. In the last four years,we have
provided $1,800,000 in overseas aid,
most of it either benefiting brethren or
being used by the brethren to benefit oth-
ers. We calculate that for every dollar
donated, we have provided $20 in ben-
efits.

Grants, Matching
Donations and Passionate
Volunteers

With more ambitious projects, such
as building clinics in Malawi, we
learned of foundations that will give
grants to missions that fit their giving
philosophy. We have received grants
that have helped us complete our clin-
ics successfully. It takes time and
patience, but it’s so rewarding when the
grants finally come through. 

Our largest grant was a recent award
from Rotary Foundation for $44,884 to
purchase two ambulances, one for each
of the two clinics built in Malawi and
owned by UCG members. We have
found, too, that there are employers
who will match their employees’dona-
tions to charity to a certain limit. We

regularly receive matching donations
from banks, credit unions, insurance
companies and other businesses. 

Support attracts support. When peo-
ple see that a project effectively helps
people, they want to become part of it
and identify with it. The volunteers
come out of the woodwork when they
see a worthwhile mission going to
unplowed ground, enriching and
changing peoples’ lives.

Big Bang for the Buck
A lot can be done for very little.

Labor costs are low and it’s often quite
reasonable to set up small entrepre-
neurships in developing areas. For
example, setting up a small grocery
store in Guatemala City cost about
$300. A widow with children was able
to run a flourishing business right from
home and sustain her household. She
previously worked at a factory for sub-
standard wages,

In other instances we were able to
build community bread ovens, also for
about $300 each, providing a livelihood
for entire families. We have also been
able to buy commercial sewing
machines and set up self-sustaining
cottage businesses. 

In the Philippines, for $100 per fami-
ly, we have been able to set up self-sus-
taining goat-raising, fishing and cocoa
bean businesses that have kept entire
families from being dependent on oth-
ers. This project also helps give them
dignity. 

Lessons Learned
• There must be a genuine need

demonstrated before aid is given. 
• Provide only the kind of assistance

that will result in self-sufficiency and
not dependency. 

• Aid must be distributed in a fair
and equitable manner. 

• Recipients must be accountable
for the aid received. There must be a
reason for the aid to be given and, when
given, it must be used for exactly that
reason. 

• Those receiving aid must be open
to learning how to better themselves—
they must do their part. We want the
lives of people to be transformed. It is
not asking too much to insist on educa-
tion that will lead to success and mini-
mize disasters. 

• Give what is really needed. Some-
times we think that people need certain
things without asking what is really of
value. 

• Whatever you send, make sure it
works, is clean and in good condition.

• Always treat the people you help
with the highest dignity and respect.
Just because someone is making one
fiftieth the money you are, does not
mean that he is one fiftieth the person. 

• Be sure to deliver what you
promise.

Helping care for the needs of people
is a most rewarding activity if effec-
tively done. This is not our primary
mission as a church; preaching the
gospel is. But remember that when we
help a brother or sister of Christ, He
considers it a deed done directly for
Him. How valuable is that? UN

How to Effectively Help Our Brethren in Developing Countries

From left: Unloading a container (a U.S.
State Department program pays for the shipping). Blantyre, Malawi,
Rotary President Han Wouter presents UCG member Gladstone Chonde
keys to an ambulance for his clinic. A livelihood development project in
Malawi: George Chilopora now manufactures this portable cooker
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■ For some, disability means
an end to a real life. But, for
others it’s a challenge to
adapt and do things they
never thought they could do.
by Cecil Maranville

A little girl walks through the shop-
ping mall, tightly gripping her mother’s
hand as they pass by a man in a wheel-
chair. With disarming innocence, the
child loudly asks, “Mommy, why is that
man in a funny chair?”

The child isn’t rude; she is simply
frank and open. She has noticed that this
person is different from the average per-
son and is honestly curious. Mom,how-
ever, is horrified by her child’s openness.
Embarrassed, she whispers, “Shhh!”
and quickly leads her daughter away.
The disabled person was “different”—a
fact which was both curious and awk-
ward.

If you are the one with the disability,
you cannot simply walk away from the
awkward challenges this situation pre-
sents. “Why is that man in a funny
chair?” can now be asked about me, for
I have often needed a wheelchair for
long periods of time. I have also become
familiar with the mental lows which
often accompany disability. There has
been an overwhelming sense of a loss of
control over my life. All standards by
which I once measured success—my
career, the freedom to pursue any hobby,
the ability to play sports,participating in
rough-and-tumble activities with my
children—collapsed along with my
health.

What about you? How do you feel
about yourself now that you have a dis-
ability? Are you worth less to yourself?
To those around you? Do you struggle
with feelings of inadequacy?

I was left, in my pain and fatigue,with
a profound feeling of worthlessness and
hopelessness. Does that sound familiar?

You Know His Name, but
Do You Know His Story?

The following letter was written by a
woman to a friend about a mutual
acquaintance on Nov. 14, 1921:

“I am staying up here with a dear
friend. It’s a lovely region, but tragedy
rather overshadows this once so happy
and prosperous family, for their only son
was struck down in August with a terri-
bly serious case of infantile paralysis
[polio]. He is only 39—both too old and
too young for such a germ to disable
him. He’s had a brilliant career. Now he
is a cripple —will he ever be anything
else? His mother is wonderfully coura-
geous and plucky, but it’s a bitter blow.”

“He’s had a brilliant career. Now he is
a cripple—will he ever be anything
else?” Therein lies an assumption we
need to shake out of the folds of our
minds.

Cripple is an unpleasant-sounding
word. It comes from an Old English
word meaning to creep or to go low to
the ground. It is used in the above letter
to convey a sense of pity for “the poor
man.”

(You may wonder why I do not use
the term handicapped. Most organiza-
tions that work with people with dis-
abilities, as well as government agen-
cies, are shunning its use due to its
origin. The word comes from an Old
English game, literally called “hand-in-
cap.”Players each contributed to a com-
mon fund that an umpire held in a cap.
The umpire decided who was in need
and gave the cap’s contents to him.
Hence the term handicap carries a con-
notation of condescension with it.)

Did you ever analyze what it is that
makes a person “whole”? Is it 20/20
vision in both eyes? Is it full use of both
arms, hands, all 10 fingers and both
thumbs? Is it the ability to be ambulato-
ry, that is, to walk around? Is it the abil-

ity to run? Is it “perfect” [whatever “per-
fect” is] hearing? Is it being pain-free
and constantly energetic? Is it never
aging?

It is oh, so easy to assume that a
“whole” or “normal” person is one who
possesses the average physical abilities
of the general population. The negative
continuation of that assumption is that a
person with a disability—who clearly
has less than average physical abilities—
is somehow less of a person.

Here is a surprise that challenges that
assumption! The prosperous and suc-
cessful family in the 1921 letter was the
James Roosevelt family. The son who
was crippled at age 39, of whom it was
assumed he could never be anything but
“a cripple,” was Franklin Delano Roo-
sevelt! His career was far from being
over. With his previous success in serv-
ing as an Under Secretary of the Navy,
he went on to become the longest serv-
ing president of the United States, lead-
ing it through one of the most challeng-
ing times in human existence.

Who today thinks of President Roo-
sevelt as a “cripple” whose worth ended
at age 39? Yet it is true that, throughout
campaigning for and serving as presi-
dent, Franklin Roosevelt could never
walk more than a step or two without
leaning on someone, usually his son
James. Even at that, Roosevelt could
never walk without an uncomfortable,
cumbersome brace. Most of his time
was spent in a wheelchair.

Millions of people with chronic pain
have benefited from Roosevelt’s great
accomplishments in a field far removed
from political service. He developed and
pioneered many fundamental tech-
niques of hydrotherapy, enabling the
exercise of painful limbs in warm water.

The source of the letter and other
information included in this article is a
Roosevelt biography, FDR’s Splendid
Deception by Hugh Gregory Gallagher,
“the moving story of Roosevelt’s mas-
sive disability—and the intense efforts
to conceal it from the public.”You might

find it inspiring reading.
Gallagher adds this

shockingly blunt historical
sketch of societal and cul-
tural attitudes toward peo-
ple with disabilities:

“Throughout history—
with specific, glorious
exceptions—the crippled
[disabled] have been
cursed, tormented, aban-
doned, imprisoned, and
killed. The Spartans hurled
their disabled citizens off a
cliff to their death. Martin
Luther believed deformed
children were fathered by
the devil and killing them
was no sin. The Jews ban-
ished their cripples, forcing
them to beg along the
roadside. American Indi-
ans took their deformed

newborn and buried them alive. In the
eighteenth century, the handicapped
were confined to asylums—to be cared
for, perhaps, but also to remove their
deformed appearance, offensive to sen-
sitive persons, from the streets.”

Why Does Disability Strike?
There is an almost irresistible human

urge to ask and answer the question,
“Why?” when we see a person with a
disability.

No less a distinguished group than
Jesus’ early appointees to the ministry
demonstrated this fact. The Scriptures
record their open question to the Teacher
when they happened upon a man who
had been blind since birth. “Rabbi, who
sinned, this man or his parents, that he
was born blind?” (John 9:2).

To answer this question, they made an
assumption, “This man is blind because
someone did something evil. The blind-
ness is the resultant curse.” Assuming
that to be true, they skipped right to,
“Who was the offender?” It is an

astounding commentary on human
nature when we stop to realize that these
men were willing to believe the blind
man may have caused his own disabili-
ty.

Following such reasoning, the people
believed the man was born blind because
he had “sinned” in the womb, as ridicu-
lous as that sounds! Are there still absurd
assumptions made about why people
have disabilities? Is there a chance that
you or others have assumed that your
disability is a result of someone, some-
where having done some evil deed?
Don’t we all ask the question, “Why?”
And don’t we all make assumptions
about the answer?

We Must Change Our
Thinking

We need to examine our assumptions
and be willing to change them! It is a
myth that somebody has to have done
something evil to bring on either his own
or his loved one’s disability! It is a myth
that a vindictive God is dealing out dis-
abilities as curses.

Why is someone, why is anyone, dis-
abled? Why am I disabled? It is hard to
lie awake, awash with pain, and not ask,
“Why me?” I could spend a lot of time
puzzling out the possibilities—and I
have! But I found this to be a useless pur-
suit.

Have you ended up feeling angry
because you have a disability? If so,
perhaps you have been frustrated in
your own pursuit of the “Why me?”
question. Universally, disability seems
unfair.

Let’s turn the question around. Why
not?

There are approximately 49 million
U.S. citizens who have disabilities. That
means that between one and two in
every 10 citizens has a disability! Dis-
ability is found at all social and eco-
nomic positions, as well as at any age
level. Until you joined our ranks, you
may not have been aware of the statis-
tics, but we all see people with disabili-
ties in the general public every day.

Think about what the statistics are
telling us: In this present world, it is nor-
mal to have people with disabilities.

Think that through further. With so
many millions in that category, is it sen-
sible to say, “People with disabilities are
abnormal”? The sheer numbers declare
them to be common. It is, therefore,
often fruitless to give any consideration
to why any one person may have a dis-
ability.

It may well be impossible to say for
certain. The fact of the matter is,you will
find disabilities of various kinds among
all peoples. That’s always been true!

We must shake ourselves free from
superstitions of the past, which are still
with us in some ways, and come to
acknowledge and accept the facts. Para-
phrasing another statement of Jesus,
“People with disabilities you will always
have with you!”

Some Think a Disability Is
an Advantage

President Franklin Roosevelt had an
adviser named Harry Hopkins. During
his years of service to the president,
Hopkins was dying of cancer. Peter
Drucker, in his book The Effective Exec-
utive, uses him as an example of the
extraordinary effectiveness so often
attained by people who are ill or who
have a disability:

“A dying, indeed almost a dead man
for whom every step was a torment, he
could only work a few hours every oth-
er day or so. This forced him to cut out
everything but truly vital matters. He
did not lose effectiveness thereby; on
the contrary, he became, as [Sir Win-
ston] Churchill called him once, ‘Lord
Heart of the Matter’ [for his ability to
incisively get to the important part of
any issue before the world’s nations
during World War II] and accom-
plished more than anyone else in
wartime Washington.”

Look at Stephen Hawking. Does he
have a disability? Rarely will you see a
body more tormented, more limited, to
the observer. But who would say that this
brilliant physicist, scientist and author is
limited?

What “enables” a person? It isn’t his
sight,hearing or his limbs. It is his mind!
Because of that fact, some actually find
that a disability can be a boon in dis-
guise. Physical limitations can free the
mind of a person who has a disability
from matters with which “average”peo-
ple need to busy themselves.

When I say “the mind,” I’m includ-
ing spirit along with intellect. This spir-
itual feature separates humans from ani-
mals; animals cannot create, reason,
invent or achieve anywhere close to
human ability.

Journalist Terry Anderson endured a
terrible ordeal as a hostage of terrorists.
Read what he said of the value of his
experience as a captive:

“We come closest to God at our low-
est moments. It’s easier to hear God
when you’re stripped of pride and arro-
gance when you have nothing to rely on
except God. It’s pretty painful to get to
that point,but when you do,God’s there.”

He was not physically disabled. Yet,
his captors prevented him from free
movement; he had a narrow choice of
allowed activities. So, in a real sense,
his captivity was much like a disabili-
ty. But his richly revealing conclusion
tells us that his mind was not limited,
even though his freedom of movement
was! To the contrary, he found his mind
or spirit, was actually made keener
because of his physical limitations.

Obviously, having a disability is not
what made Roosevelt, Hopkins, Hawk-
ing or Anderson accomplish what they
did. That’s not the point. The point is,
everyone who has a disability can
accomplish as much as anyone else—
and just maybe more than he otherwise
would—if he allows that physical dis-

What Disability Can’t Do to You
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Franklin D. Roosevelt didn’t let his disability keep
him from becoming U.S. president



8 UnitedNews December 2004 United Church of God, an International Association

The Unforgiving Heart and Its Role in Human Suffering

ability to motivate instead of discourage
him.

Is every person with a disability auto-
matically made stronger in mind as a
result of his physical limitations? No! It
depends on the individual, and what he
decides to do with his life. The encour-
agement and understanding of those
around him, including family, friends
and coworkers, helps so very much.

What Do You Expect of
Yourself?

Is it easy for you to see yourself,
restrained by the invisible prison of pain,
as normal?

A quadriplegic friend of mine in his
40s confided in me (years before I was
disabled),“People think I am not normal
when they see my crippled form. But
underneath this exterior, I have all the dri-
ves, interests and needs of any man.”
Now I understand him completely.

People with normal drives, interests
and needs contribute to their families
and communities.

We need to admit to ourselves that our
contribution will not be in the typical
way neighbors might exchange help:

“I’ll cut your lawn this month while
you’re on vacation; in return,you can cut
mine next month.” Often the reality is
that we pass along the help we receive to
people other than the ones who help us.
For example, someone has been cutting
my lawn, and I can’t “return the favor.”
Instead, I am using my ability to write
this article to help you. I am in essence
passing along my neighbor’s help to
another neighbor.

It hasn’t been easy for me to come to
this realization, for I am the kind of man
who is too embarrassed to depend on the
help of others for things I used to be able
to do without difficulty. (It hasn’t even
been easy for me to ask my children to
help me carry a cup or open a door!) But
a community is made up of many indi-
viduals, each making his unique contri-
bution.

If we stop contributing to our families
and communities because we now have
some level of disability, it is because we
choose to stop,not because having a dis-
ability made us stop! Our contribution
will likely be different in some ways
than before a disability challenged us.
Not less; just different.

Don’t allow pride, the temptation to
give up or feelings of bitterness over
your situation block the opportunities
you have. You’ve got to find where you
can contribute.

I am not trying to make disability
sound so attractive that people will be
lining up to join our ranks! However,
since disability is a part of life, I am try-
ing to help us live with it. Too often a
person with a disability uses it as an
excuse, rather than a prompt.

We who have disabilities may frankly
find it easier to surrender to the negative
pulls of human nature—to complain, be
depressed, cranky, impatient, selfish or
unreasonable. But we are not excused
from the healthy exercise of self-control!
That exercise in itself makes a valuable
contribution to any home or community!

It can be uncomfortable to have oth-
ers tending to physical duties and needs
that we would much prefer to do our-
selves. Sometimes our dignity and sense
of privacy suffer. To use the biblical rit-
ual of “foot washing” as an analogy,
there is a time to be served. If you recall
the story, Jesus performed a job usually
done by a common household servant

by washing the feet of Peter. That
brought a vehement protest from Peter.
Jesus pointedly explained that there is a
time to sit still and let others serve you!
That requires a measure of humility.

Now, if we sit still and allow others to
do everything for us while we do noth-
ing, that is an unhealthy dose of vanity!
(And maybe a touch of self-pity?)

How often as a minister have I gone
to see people who were suffering
through terrible physical ordeals, with
the purpose of encouraging them, only
to come away from the meeting greatly
encouraged myself! I was uplifted by
their inner strength. It showed in their
cheerfulness, their positive outlook and
their ability to think of the needs of oth-
ers during their time of great personal
need. Truly, they were contributing rich-
ly to the community. Do you see your-
self as that kind of person?

Isn’t Everyone Limited?
Aren’t all people limited? Can we fly?

Can we walk through walls? Can we
survive without food, water or shelter?
Can we live forever? Can we prevent
heartache and trouble from striking our

loved ones? Everyone is limited. It’s just
that not everyone realizes it!

We tend to see ourselves in compari-
son to others,as well as in comparison to
the way we used to be. If we use that stan-
dard alone to judge our self-worth, we
will be deeply discouraged. “I am less
than other people—less of a person than
I used to be.” It is a short step from that
to “I am good for nothing anymore.”

Have our modern cultures left behind
those superstitious attitudes about peo-
ple with disabilities? Even though they
aren’t thrown from cliffs or hidden from
public view, people with disabilities are
not yet fully integrated into society.
Maybe we still labor under a false
assumption or two. What you and I do
will have something to do with shaping
current thinking.

Here is the conclusion of the matter:
The strength of the spirit must be our
focus, not the strength of the body.

What are you worth, now that you
have a disability? Frankly, your net
worth has not changed at all. Will you
become an even stronger member of
your family and community? That
depends upon you!  UN

■ Would you forgive others
if your life depended on it? It
does!
by Roy Fouch

The inability to forgive remains one of
the central dilemmas in the human expe-
rience. It is also one of the most crucial
enterprises in which we must engage
ourselves. The reason is closely related
to our own need of forgiveness. We are
all in the same situation. We have all
sinned (violated the laws of God), and
are therefore worthy of death (Romans
3:23; 6:23).

God offers us a way out of this con-
sequence. Christ would assume that

penalty in place of us. Our part is to
repent and ask for forgiveness (Acts
2:38). In the model prayer, also known
as the Lord’s Prayer, the statement is
made, “Forgive us our debts, as we for-
give our debtors” (Matthew 6:12). This
gives us a choice.

How important is it that your sins be
forgiven? Without forgiveness, we can-
not enter into eternal life. Would you for-
give others if your life depended on it?
It does!

God has set the example and offers us
release from the ultimate consequence
of violating His laws, which is death. In
return, He wants us to extend that same
benevolence to our neighbor. 

Proverbs 19:11 tells us that it is impor-
tant to pass over the transgressions of the

offending person. This verse also holds
a blessing for those who accomplish this
response. It states that “his glory is to
overlook a transgression.” It is an honor
to pass over the sins of others, and for-
giving is honorable.

Love Your Enemies
We can gain much understanding

from the words of Christ recorded in
Matthew 5:44. “But I say to you, love
your enemies, bless those who curse
you,do good to those who hate you,and
pray for those who spitefully use you
and persecute you.”

Do you recognize how opposed to
this attitude the spirit of this age is? Var-
ious factions, cultures and nationalities
are constantly warring against one

another. Some of these resentments and
conflicts are thousands of years old. The
same attitude of revenge and getting
back at people occurs in countless ways
on an individual or interpersonal level.
Would we want God to deal with us in
this manner for our offenses?

I realize that there are some horrific
experiences that some individuals and
cultures have had to endure. These
wounds and hurts run deep in the human
psyche. How can one forgive years of
physical or sexual abuse? How can a
person who experienced the atrocities of
the Holocaust,“ethnic cleansings”or the
slaughter of hundreds of thousands in
brutal wars forgive and not want
revenge?

It is a natural human proclivity to want

to inflict serious injury on another when
we have been hurt or loved ones have
been hurt. As in all things, we must look
to our Creator God for the answer to
these very serious issues regarding
revenge and forgiveness.

Why Not Take Revenge?
The clear message from God is that

we are not to take revenge. Some might
ask, “Why not?” Part of the answer is
that we are not able to judge righteous-
ly as God can. As humans, we have no
way of knowing exactly what conse-
quences will best suit an individual or
group of people.

God always looks at the bigger pic-
ture. He doesn’t want any of us to die
eternally. He does want to correct us as

by Harris Hlazo

Thabo was tidying up the back of the
farm shed. As he was removing some
rusted pieces of metal, he noticed a met-
al rod. While he did not know what it
was, he noticed that its grooves, threads
and splines were still good. The rust and
dirt were only superficial.

His father explained that it was a
steering rod from Thabo’s grandfather’s
Ford car,which had been damaged in an
accident. The wreck was dismantled and
the frame and wheels were made into the
farm trailer that they were still using.

During its useful days, the steering
rod was used to steer the car. It kept its
shape despite the bumps and knocks the
car went through. When it was thrown
behind the farm shed, it was exposed to
the weather, and yet it retained its shape
and quality. It still could be used! It had
stood the test of time.

The Christian is expected to be like
this steering rod. God selects who to call
like one would choose the materials to
use in building a car or a house (John
6:44). This should give us confidence
that our Father called us and has confi-
dence that we will make it. God then
shapes us to fit into His plan.

As we go through life, God puts us
through tests. At the end of the Sermon
on the Mount, Jesus Christ described
some of these tests: “And the rain
descended, the floods came, and the
winds blew and beat on the house”
(Matthew 7:25, 27). While there are
many conditions that test our faith, let’s
consider some scriptures about rain,
floods and winds.

The Rain
In Deuteronomy 32:2 God through

Moses says that His teaching is like rain
and dew on the tender herb. Once we are

in the Church, the doctrines are taught
under very nice conditions. But we also
find that doctrine sometimes goes
against our physical likes and interests.
We cannot just go to football matches on
the Sabbath. We are expected to support
the work of God through our tithes
despite economic hardships. It is at such
points that we can become like the peo-
ple Paul described in 2 Timothy 4:3-4,
who cannot stand sound doctrine.

The Floods
In Revelation 12:15 Satan is

described as producing a flood in order
to carry away the woman, picturing the
Church. Here we see that the floods can
be problems emanating from Satan
aimed at the Church and at individuals.

These are like times when people
lose their jobs because of the Sabbath
or other Holy Days. I know of a person
who was kicked out of both training

school and his home because of obe-
dience to God. I know of a woman who
was assaulted by her husband because
of obedience to God. During medieval
times people were burned alive
because of rejecting false doctrines.

Revelation 12:16 says that the earth
swallowed up the flood. God does work
things out for us in such times. The fel-
low who was kicked out of college and
home was taken in by one of the brethren
the same day. Within a week he got a
place for training at another college.
Today he is a qualified teacher. Remem-
ber also Daniel,Shadrach,Meshach and
Abed-Nego.

When the floods come, shall you and
I stand?

The Winds
In Ephesians 4:14 there is mention of

winds of doctrine. The Church has
always had these winds. Peter shows that

there were false prophets in the past,and
there will be false prophets among us (2
Peter 2:1-2). To withstand these, it takes
a Christian who will always remember
the shaping he was given.

How much has spiritual rust affected
us? Have we maintained our spiritual
shape over the years?

I would like us to earnestly contend
for the faith that was once delivered to
the saints (Jude 3). Our work is surely
going to be tested (1 Corinthians 3:13).
But there is also a promise in James 1:12
that when we have endured, we shall
receive a crown of life.

The steering rod was still usable after
it stood the test of time. We should be
the same over the years. When Jesus
Christ returns, we should expect to hear
Him say, “Well done, good and faithful
servant” (Matthew 25:21).  UN

Harris Hlazo is a member in Harare,
Zimbabwe.

The Test of Time
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loving fathers or mothers would do for
their children. We cannot see into the
hearts of the offenders. We may have no
real understanding of what motivated
their actions. We can’t see into their
hearts to know if they have repentant
hearts or not. 

Their offences will not go unpunished
because God says it is His responsibili-
ty to avenge wrong deeds. Romans
12:19 affirms this fact: “‘Vengeance is
Mine; I will repay,’says the Lord.”

Each society has its legal system that
deals with violations of its laws. These
systems are sometimes corrupt. There
are times when the offender may be free
of societal consequences or an innocent
person may be punished unfairly. This
is due to the imperfections in our human
judgments.

But God sees all and knows all. He is
not manipulated or influenced by our
station in this life. Our God is a just God.
Even when it appears that the guilty go
free, it is only a temporary state. In due
time, each individual will be held
accountable for his or her offences. 

King David had a repentant heart and
turned away from lust and adultery, yet
he paid a penalty for his sins. God for-
gave him for his sins and he didn’t have
to pay the ultimate penalty, but he still
had to pay a penalty. Likewise those who
have committed terrible crimes against
other humans will pay a price as well.

Real Repentance, Not
Worldly Sorrow

Each individual will have to confront
the offences he or she has committed
and must go through the process of
repentance. This requires three basic
principles. The first is the recognition of
the sin we have committed, then a deep
sense of sorrow for what we have done.
This cannot be worldly sorrow. Worldly
sorrow is the type of sorrow that one
experiences when one has been caught.
Godly sorrow is expressed from the
standpoint of a deep sense of remorse
for the hurt or lack of love that has been
expressed toward an individual and
toward God.

Once an individual has reached this
point in his or her repentance, he or she
then chooses to turn from those harmful
actions. This takes God’s help. Many of
these behaviors that hurt others (along
with ourselves) become habits, patterns
of dysfunction,obsessions, compulsions
and addictions. They are self- and other-
destructive, motivated by our carnal
nature and highly influenced by the
“dark side”—Satan and his cohorts.

Revenge is just another aspect of
Satan’s nature. He is always seeking
revenge for losing his original station in
the spiritual realm due in large measure
to his rebellion against the Most High. It
is important that we not give in to this

attitude and behavior of a revengeful
spirit. Taking matters into our own hands
in the form of revenge will only bring
additional heartache upon us and our
loved ones.

This doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t
use the legal system that is at our dis-
posal to try to bring about justice. But
when we use it we should pray that it
will work as it should. In cases where
justice does not prevail in society’s legal
institutions, we can be assured that jus-
tice (with mercy) will prevail in God’s
system of government.

The Opposite of Revenge
Another aspect of not returning evil

for evil that works to our advantage is
found in 1 Peter 3:9. It says, “Not return-
ing evil for evil or reviling for reviling,
but on the contrary blessing, knowing
that you were called to this, that you may
inherit a blessing.”

We can glean from this passage that a
blessing awaits us for being able to
restrain ourselves from hurting others
when we are hurt. We are to do the oppo-
site of seeking revenge, and that is to do
good or return good for evil. This is con-
trary to the natural human response
when faced with hurt, pain and suffer-
ing at the hands of other people. 

The bottom line to this difficult task is
that we can’t do it on our own. We need
the help of God to accomplish this
important transaction in our lives.

This scripture confirms that this is part
of our Christian walk. If we are to count
ourselves a Christian, we need to fulfill
this aspect of our Christianity. 

How do we return a blessing for an
injury? First, we forgive the ones who
have hurt us, and then pray for them. We
pray that God’s mercy will be imparted
to them. We pray that whatever circum-
stances in their own lives have led to
their need or desire to hurt others would
be alleviated. We ask God to heal us of
those injuries and for His help so that we
will not inflict pain and suffering on oth-
ers. We then place our faith and trust in
God that He will honor our prayer.

The question has sometimes been
asked, “Does an individual need to
express sorrow or attempt to reconcile
with us before we forgive him?” The
answer to that question is complex. 

Nave’s Topical Bible lists one scrip-
ture related to reconciliation between
two individuals, Matthew 5:23-24:
“Therefore if you bring your gift to the
altar, and there remember that your
brother has something against you, leave
your gift there before the altar, and go
your way. First be reconciled to your
brother, and then come and offer your
gift.” The New Testament word for rec-
oncile is diallasso, which in essence
means, “to effect an alteration, to
exchange” (Vine’s Expository Dictio-

nary of New Testament Words). The
admonition here is to make a “mutual
concession after mutual hostility.”

If we have offended another person,
we need to go to that person and seek to
change the nature of that relationship
from one of hostility to one of love and
outgoing concern for the other. We need
to make amends for the injury, emotion-
al or otherwise, that we have inflicted
upon that person. Once we have done
this, then the gift we bring before God
will be acceptable.

Luke 17:3 says: “Take heed to your-
selves. If your brother sins against you,
rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive
him. And if he sins against you seven
times in a day, and seven times in a day
returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ you
shall forgive him.” One might ask the
question, “Doesn’t this imply that our
brother needs to repent before we for-
give him?”Let’s take a closer look at the
scripture to discover the answer.

The term rebuke here means to go and
tell him his fault and seek an explana-
tion for the thing he has done to offend
you. Explain to him how his action has
affected you, so that he may have an
opportunity to correct the problem and
express repentance for his action. This
approach is preferable to harboring ill
feelings and creating a barrier between
you and your brother. By handling mat-
ters in this manner, misunderstandings
can be cleared up and unintentional
offenses can be avoided or corrected. In
the long run, this will strengthen our
relationship with our brother. Once the
offense or misunderstanding has been
forgiven, it should not come up again in
our mind, heart or conversation.

If you go to your brother and he does
not repent of his offense toward you,you
are still obligated to love him, but his
failure to repent lies between him and
God. Our responsibility in the matter has
been fulfilled. We are not to hold
grudges or resentment, seek revenge or
speak evil of him. Instead we are to
extend our love and goodwill toward

him. We can’t restore the relationship to
harmony without his repentance,but we
still are to love him. When our brother
does come to us to repent of the tres-
passes or offenses against us, we are to
immediately forgive him and seek rec-
onciliation.

According to Strong’s, the Greek
word aphiemi means to lay aside, let
alone, put away, remit and yield up, in
addition to forgive. Another Greek word,
apoluo, means to free fully, relieve,
release, dismiss, let die, pardon, let go,
loose, put away, release or set at liberty.
We are to set at liberty and let go of neg-
ative thoughts and feelings associated
with the offense, as well as releasing the
individual from the debt to us of that
offense. We must strive to not let it enter
our minds in a negative sense again. 

God’s example to us is that He puts
sin away as far as the east is from the
west. As a result of this approach, our
Heavenly Father will, through His grace,
forgive us. God comes to us in various
ways to convict us of our sins, and when
they become evident to us, we are to
repent.

There are at least two examples where
individuals sought God’s forgiveness for
others, even when repentance from the
offenders was not yet present. The one
instance is when Stephen, while being
unjustly stoned,asked God not to charge
them with this sin. An unforgiving heart
could not have made such a request.

Another dramatic example is during
the crucifixion of Christ. In Luke 23:34,
Jesus makes the following statement:
“Father, forgive them, for they do not
know what they do.” It seems unlikely
that Jesus would have made this state-
ment had He not forgiven them Himself.
It serves no useful purpose to hold onto
anger, pain, resentment, bitterness, hos-
tility or revengeful thoughts and actions.
Paul reminds us in 2 Corinthians 2:11 to
not allow Satan to “take advantage of us;
for we are not ignorant of his devices.”
Satan would like for us not to forgive
because it affects our salvation.

Forgiveness Helps Us
It seems apparent that if we do not for-

give others, then our own forgiveness is
in jeopardy. Listen to what Christ says:
“But if you do not forgive men their tres-
passes, neither will your Father forgive
your trespasses” (Matthew 6:15).

This would result in greater conse-
quences to ourselves,potentially increas-
ing our own suffering. It is clear that if
we do not let go of anger, resentment and
bitterness,we cannot be truly happy. Our
ability to experience and give love is
hampered because these negative emo-
tions contaminate our ability to fully
express positive emotions. Forgiveness
becomes critical to our own well-being.

The Bible gives us some additional
guidelines when it comes to how we are
to return a blessing to those who have
offended us. Proverbs 24:17 instructs us
that we are not to rejoice when our ene-
my experiences misfortune. 

Proverbs 25:21 states that when our
enemy is in need, we should provide
those needs. It is the principle of return-
ing good for evil that God is emphasiz-
ing. The metaphor of then heaping coals
of fire upon their heads (verse 22) is one
that denotes the melting and possibly
purifying of the hardness of their evil
intent. Goodness in response to evil will
invariably produce good. This principle
may not bear fruit until a later time. It is
further noted in this passage that the
“LORD will reward you” for this action.

As mentioned above, the ultimate
example of forgiveness was Christ’s on
the cross. Jesus was speaking about
those who were responsible for His cru-
cifixion. What each of us needs to bear
in mind is that it wasn’t only those who
were physically there that fateful day,but
Christ was asking for each one of us to
be forgiven because each of us played a
part in His death. Christ has forgiven us
for our part in His physical abuse and
death. Should we not forgive the tres-
passes of others?  UN

Dr. Fouch attends the Cincinnati East,
Ohio, congregation.

Relating Real-Life Stories of Forgiveness
• Corrie ten Boom, who risked her life to help Jews escape from the Nazis and ended up in a concentration camp,

wrote about her experience after the war in her book, The Hiding Place (1971 and 1984, page 215):
“It was in a church service in Munich that I saw him, the former S.S. man who had stood guard at the shower room

door in the processing center at Ravensbruck. He was the first of our actual jailers that I had seen since that time. And
suddenly it was all there—the roomful of mocking men, the heaps of clothing, Betsie’s pain-blanched face.

“He came up to me as the church was emptying, beaming and bowing. ‘How grateful I am for your message, Fraulein,’
he said. ‘To think that, as you say, He has washed my sins away!’

“His hand was thrust out to shake mine. And I, who had preached so often to the people in Bloemendaal the need to
forgive, kept my hand at my side.

“Even as the angry, vengeful thoughts boiled through me, I saw the sin of them. Jesus Christ died for this man; was I
going to ask for more? Lord Jesus, I prayed, forgive me and help me to forgive him.

“I tried to smile, I struggled to raise my hand. I could not. I felt nothing, not the slightest spark of warmth or charity.
And so again I breathed a silent prayer. Jesus, I cannot forgive him. Give me Your forgiveness.

“As I took his hand the most incredible thing happened . . . into my heart sprang a love for this stranger that almost
overwhelmed me.

“And so I discovered that . . . when He tells us to love our enemies, He gives, along with the command, the love itself.”

• “‘I’m Wade Pfarr,’ he said, his voice barely above a whisper. ‘Because I got drunk and then got behind the wheel,
two good people are dead. Because of me, Liz will never see her husband and daughter again . . .’”

Liz Parrow told her story in the November 2000 issue of Guideposts. About six weeks after the horrendous tragedy of
losing her husband and daughter, she got a call from one of the drunk driver’s friends. “‘Wade would like to tell you how
sorry he is in person. I know it’s a lot to ask, but will you consider meeting him?’

“Warily I agreed to see Wade at my church that weekend. When we met face to face after the service and I saw the
tears coursing down his cheeks, I felt not anger but compassion. ‘I’m sorry, Mrs. Parrow,’he murmured. ‘I’m so sorry.’
He hung his head.

At that moment Liz Parrow made the incredible choice to tell the one who killed her family members that she forgave him.
“Wade cried harder. ‘I don’t deserve it,’he sobbed. ‘How can you forgive me when I’ve taken so much from you?’
“I reached out and took his hand. ‘Only through God.’”

Biblical Words for Forgive
The Bible uses several words translated forgive in English. God is the sub-

ject of most of them—He is the forgiver. The word used of human forgiving in
the Old Testament (Strong’s Hebrew 5375) “means basically ‘lift,’ ‘carry,’and
presents the vivid picture of sin being lifted . . . and carried right away” (New
Bible Dictionary).

The three New Testament words can mean “to send forth, send away . . . to
remit or forgive (a) debts . . . these being completely cancelled” (aphiemi), “to
bestow a favour unconditionally” (charizomai) and “to let loose from . . . to
release” (apoluo) (Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words).
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It’s Hard to Be Positive
When You Get up on the
Surly Side of the Bed

For many of us, life is unceasingly hectic. We’re
running around doing so much all the time that it’s
easy for us to wake up cranky in the morning with-
out any desire to get out of bed (I admit that some-
times I wake up on the surly side of the bed). But
our attitudes are vitally important in setting the
focus and tone of the rest of the day. 

In this negative world, it’s important for God’s
people to genuinely feel and project a more positive
attitude as much as possible. 

Why is it so important for us to do this?
First, we are called to
be lights to the world.
Our Teacher said,
“Let your light so
shine before men, that
they may see your
good works and glo-
rify your Father in
heaven” (Matthew 5:16). He’s talk-
ing about being the kind of shining brightness that
allows us to make a positive impact on the lives of
those around us. It is important not to let a shadow
of negativity distract others from the true light we
are supposed to be sharing. 

Also, having a positive attitude helps us to have
good health. Solomon knew this concept even
before modern science proved it to be true
(Proverbs 17:22). When we feel good, it’s that
much easier to do good. 

Being positive definitely helps us to focus our
attention in an outward direction, to the benefit of
others around us. Imagine going through your life
without the hope of the Kingdom of God ahead of
you. How dismal! This is what our coworkers and
friends outside of the Church are facing every day.
You and I have the opportunity to encourage them
and offer the wisdom that God has given us when
they need our support. 

Finally, if we’re being more positive,we’re just
plain easier to get along with! Our families
deserve our best.

So what are some practical ways to jump-start
our day and help us have a more positive attitude? 

• When one of my friends wakes up in the
morning, the first thing he does is say a quick
prayer. This simple action helps jump-start his
focus for the day. Regular prayer helps too of
course.

• Personally, I used to be a negative person,but
the gift of a gratitude journal really helped me. I

would write down five
good things in my life that
I was thankful for every
day. It’s quick, simple and
all you need is paper and
a pen. 

• For some people,
reading something hum-
orous really helps

because you can’t help being more
positive after a good laugh. The added

benefit is that humor is so easily shared with others.
• If you’re feeling down one morning, I recom-

mend reviewing the wonderful future we will all
have in the Kingdom of God and how beautiful the
world will be at that time. It’s hard not to be posi-
tive with such a bright future ahead of us! 

• During the day if you start feeling more and
more worn out and negative, stop and refocus.
Sometimes writing down an encouraging scripture
and taking it with me during the day really helps
keep me positively grounded.

And remember, “People may accuse you of
being unrealistic if you choose to look on the pos-
itive side rather than the negative. But it’s no more
unrealistic than being negative all the time. It’s sim-
ply a choice” (quote from The On My Own Hand-
book by Bobb Biehl).

Debbie Werner
Portland, Oregon, congregation

First
Impressions

Life is full of chance meet-
ings. We interact with people
at the grocery store, the bus
stop, school, restaurants and
church. Have you, like me,
ever wondered how you come

across to the people you meet? If so, you may be
interested in First Impressions: What You Don’t
Know About How Others See You.Written by Ann
Demarais, Ph.D., and Valerie White, Ph.D., the
book’s key point is that “while relationships are
about mutual need fulfillment, first impressions
are about meeting others’ needs” (page 23,
emphasis original). 

According to the book, there are “four univer-
sal social gifts” that we can give in our interac-
tions with others:

• Appreciation (showing an understanding and
respect for others’positive qualities). 

• Connection (finding common interests or
similar experiences).

• Elevation (improving others’moods by smil-
ing, being positive, sharing humor).

• Enlightenment (sharing interesting facts,
ideas, trivia).

These gifts are benefits in all types of situa-
tions—whether social or business—and they’re
all important. The authors point out, “A healthy
balance of the four social gifts is charismatic. On
the other hand, an imbalance can be off-putting.”
While people may have a personal preference
for one over the other, “you usually don’t know
this about people you meet for the first time. So
balance is a good strategy” (page 29).

Showing genuine interest is an easy but pow-
erful way to make a good impression. “When
someone shows genuine interest in you, you feel
appreciated and understood—a core social ben-
efit that you seek out, and unconsciously react to,
in interactions with people. You too have the
power to shine this light on others. In fact, show-
ing genuine interest is the easiest and most pow-
erful way to make a good first impression. Just
by being interested, you appear interesting” (page
59).

Since the book focuses on how to give a good
conversation, some will wonder, how will my
needs be fulfilled? Not to worry. “Paradoxically,”
the authors say, “the shortest route to getting what
you want is to give to others first. The more you
listen and connect, the more likely it is that others
will return the attention” (page 25). 

And, of course, there’s the comfort that you’re
pursuing God’s give way of life. “Therefore, what-
ever you want men to do to you, do also to them,
for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew
7:12).

Becky Bennett
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

The One Snowman
While talking to my daughter one day, she was

telling me that she and her husband were remi-
niscing about some of the experiences they shared
growing up in the Church. The one experience
they could both vividly relate to was being in
school at Christmas time.

This time was always difficult for my daughter
in school, because the teachers would ask the chil-
dren to draw pictures of Santa Claus and other
Christmas symbols. Because my daughter did not
celebrate Christmas, she would draw pictures of
other things instead. The teachers would often
hang the pictures the children drew out in the hall-
ways outside the classrooms. If you walked down
the hallway by my daughter’s classroom, you
would see 24 pictures of Santa Claus and one
snowman, and everyone knew who drew the
snowman.

While I think we need to give our children cred-
it for what they have endured for our beliefs, I also
think there are important lessons that we adults
can learn from the children and especially from
the example of the one snowman. 

• Courage. It takes courage to be different. It is
natural to want to be accepted by others, and this
is especially true for children. Children can be
very cruel to those who are different from them.
Our children have had to exhibit courage and be
different.

Do we adults have the courage to be different?
God’s ways may seem strange and odd to those in
the world. We may even suffer persecution, but do
we have the courage to follow God no matter what
we have to face? This is not the type of courage
where we will receive some kind of recognition or
medal in the world. But we have promises that our
recognition will come later and our medal will be
in the form of a crown. Do we have the courage to
follow God?

• Come out of the world. Seeing 24 pictures of
Santa Claus and one snowman at my daughter’s
school, you saw an obvious difference. When God
looks down at the world, does He see us as differ-
ent from those in the world or are we just like
everyone else? God’s ways are not man’s ways.
We are to be using His Spirit to develop His ways.
God should be able to see a difference in us.

• Faith. When my daughter drew the snowman,
she did it out of obe-
dience to her parents
and a belief that this
is what God would
want her to do. Her
snowman drawing
was evidence of her
faith.

Hebrews 11 is
replete with exam-
ples of those who
because of their faith
in God endured
many trials. They
believed God and

demonstrated this by their actions. Our yielded-
ness and obedience show God our faith in Him. 

Well, maybe everyone in my daughter’s class-
room knew she was different, but most impor-
tantly, so did God. I wonder how many hundreds
of pictures of snowmen God has hung on His
“refrigerator” over the years because these pic-
tures were drawn in faith and obedience to Him.
Take a lesson from the children—when the rest of
the world draws Santa Claus, we need to be draw-
ing snowmen.

Nancy Morgan
Huntsville, Alabama, congregation

Hang On!
In 1964 I had my first experience with the

Pacific Ocean. The water off Huntington Beach,
California, was bracing to say the least, but once
in and swimming through the breakers, I did get
used to it and actually enjoyed swimming in salt
water. 

As I swam along, I spied a young man clutch-
ing an inflated pillow for dear life. His knuckles
were white and he was scared. He could not get
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Turning the Hearts
Children Are People Too!

Children are blessings from God (Psalm 127:3). They are His gifts to us par-
ents. They bring joy and love into our lives. They teach us much about ourselves
and life. How we treat these blessings will make a huge difference in their lives
as they mature.

Respect is a vitally important concern in the family. How many of us have
heard the adage, “Children should be seen and not heard”? Whoever offered that
maxim obviously did not have respect for his children. To be seen but not heard
likens children to statues, dolls or toy soldiers. 

Remember, children are people too! They have minds and thoughts, tongues and words, vim and
vigor. For them only to be seen and not heard does not give them respect. To respect someone is to give
honor and value them. Respect means to pay attention to them and their needs. 

We need to give proper eye contact to them when they are speaking to us. When we do, they know
we are paying attention to them and that gives them a boost in value as a person. 

We value our children by trying to understand them (1 Corinthians 9:19-22; 13:11). When we relate
to them at their particular stage in life, we show them respect. 

Giving compliments to a child is another way to show respect. It is recognition of a job well done
or the effort put forth to do the task. Too often parents only tell their children what they did wrong. That
is very discouraging to a young person. It is vital to look for the good in our children and compliment
them for that good. There will still be other opportunities to help them improve.

To solicit their input shows respect for their thoughts and feelings. Asking our children for advice
on family matters helps them feel honored and respected as members of our family. Children will learn
respect by seeing their parents’examples of respect.

One final area of respect is in showing love and affection to our children. Children need reassurances
that they are loved. One girl lamented to me that she could never remember being hugged by her father.
When we value another, we want to appropriately show them love and affection. Touching appropri-
ately (a pat on the shoulder, a jab on the arm, a hug around the neck or a kiss good night) communi-
cates warmth, appreciation and love.

I remember kissing our girls good night when I had been gone all day and they were asleep. The
next morning they knew I had kissed them the night before. Showing love and telling our children we
love them sends a powerful message that they are valued and appreciated. We will never realize how
much good that does for our children. Remember, it is up to us parents to reach out to our children in
love just as God the Father reached out to us first (1 John 4:19).

So, let’s give our children our love, our care and our respect and help them grow up to be healthy,
happy and secure.

Gary E. Antion
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back to shore. As I neared I heard him say, “Help
me—I can’t swim!”

What a moment! I could not see a lifeguard, and
the man was obviously panicky and weakening. I
talked quietly with him and told him I was not a
strong swimmer, but if he would hang on, I would
come up behind him and push him through the
breakers to the shore. I kept repeating the instruc-
tion to “hang on” and thankfully he did. 

Life gives us many moments when the only
thing we have left to do is to “hang on.” The Bible
uses the word perseverance in Ephesians 6:18.
God’s people are told to continue to pray, be alert
and persevere. 

Proverbs 24:10 states that if we faint in a time
of adversity, we only have a little strength. God
wants us to be strong so that we can help push oth-
ers to the shore. 

Genesis 32:22-32 tells of an impossible
wrestling match. Jacob knew this was no ordinary
being and no ordinary wrestling match—so he
hung on! God enjoyed the tenacity, determination
and perseverance that Jacob was learning. 

Paul admonished the Thessalonians to hold fast
what is good (1 Thessalonians 5:21). Revelation
2:25 and 3:3 and 11 also admonish God’s people
to “hold fast” or “hang on” to what we have. Per-
haps you’ve heard the saying, “When you get to
the end of your rope, tie a knot—and hang on!”

We all face overwhelming odds in this life and
in our quest to attain eternal life. When the going
gets really rough, “hang on” and God will see you
through!

Robert Berendt

“Love the Stranger”
I am a Bahamian in Vancouver, British Colum-

bia.
A what?
Yes, a Bahamian, from the far and distant land

of the Bahamas, country of 700 tropical isles.
Home of coral reefs. Where Vancouver’s sunshine
hangs out in wintertime. 

When I came here, I had no idea what the land-
scape was like. How my university would look.
Where I would live. And as far as I know, I’ve got
no blood relatives within a 10-hour plane journey.
Still, when people ask if I have family here, it
would be blatantly dishonest to say “No.”

I can’t even remember how I found out about
the University of British Columbia. I was more
interested in other schools
that were much closer to
home, and have more
Bahamian students. God
obviously had other plans.
How else can you explain
the mysterious disappear-
ance of numerous tran-
scripts I mailed to my two
top-choice schools?

In mid-July 2002, just
when it looked like my plans for university would
be postponed for another year, an acceptance
package arrived from UBC, inviting me to attend
International Student Orientation in six weeks—
and detailing the student visa application process,
a procedure which can take up to 10 weeks. When
my visa was processed in under a month, I could-
n’t disagree with God—UBC was where I was
meant to study. 

By late August, my mother and I were further
northwest than we’d ever been. We flew into
British Columbia late on a Friday night. After 11
or so hours of flying, I was tired but eager to see
the place that would be my second home for the
next three years. But in the dark all I could make
out were tall lumps (later identified as shrubs) and
the occasional high gate. 

The next morning, though, we set out bleary-
eyed to navigate the local transportation. Although

we were a little jet-lagged, the trip to the cozy local
church hall was our first real taste of Vancouver.
In hindsight, it makes perfect sense that I met the
Vancouver congregation even before I saw the
university, since it provided the backdrop for one
of the most useful lessons of my college career—
kindness. 

God instructs us to “love the stranger”
(Deuteronomy 10:19), an order that I have bene-
fited from as a newcomer to Vancouver. Some
families opened up their homes to me. Others wel-
comed me into their cars, generously offering
rides to and from the SkyTrain station or to the
airport. Some simply offer kind smiles, while oth-
ers demand regular Sabbath hugs. All of this is
good, because coming from a country whose pop-
ulation is a little over one tenth of the size of the
enrollment of my university, a big city can be
intimidating. 

God’s people worship Him in many different
situations. Some are completely isolated from oth-
er believers. Many are part of the type of tiny con-
gregations mentioned in Matthew 18:20. At the
same time, Psalm 133 extols the bliss of being able
to spend time with those who share your beliefs.
Inspired sermons are important to spiritual
growth, but it’s amazing how, on a cold, rainy Sab-
bath morning, the knowledge that friendly faces
will greet you can offer that extra push in favor of
going out, rather than sleeping in.

Do I have a family in Canada? I believe I do—
parents, grandparents and siblings, both older and
younger. I have been welcomed by a group of sis-
ters and brothers in Christ—thanks to our Father,
who blessed me with their kindness and love dur-
ing my time here.

Janice Mather
Vancouver, British Columbia, and Bahamas

Oh, No! Look Who’s
Turning 50! Me!

A few days after the nation elected a president,
I also crossed a milestone. My heart had pumped
about 1.5 billion times, while my lungs had filled
and emptied 500 million times! I had lived 18,262
days, which would come to 438,288 hours! I think
I can say with feeling, “Wow!”The thought of that
alone leaves me exhausted! 

So what do all these figures mean? The big 50!
I turned half a century, something I have dreaded
for the last five years!

I think what bothers me the most is that there’s
less time left than has gone before. I have reflect-
ed a lot lately about how many good years I have
left. You might say, I am mourning the lost of
youth. And yes, AARP even sent me a friendly
reminder. They will not let my 50th go unno-
ticed!

When I was in my teens, I could never, ever
imagine myself being this old. Fifty was too
close to death. Remember how we thought that

anyone 30 or above was old!
As comedian Bill Cosby once said, “Fifty is a

nice number for the states in the Union or for a
national speed limit, but it is not a number that I
was prepared to have hung on me. Fifty is sup-
posed to be my father’s age.” But “the Cos” did
turn 50 in 1987, and he is living proof of what you
can do even at the age of 67!

Does life have to go downhill at 50? Well, here
are some examples of people who still excelled
after the 50 mark. Remember Winston Churchill?
He became prime minister at 64! In 1940, Grand-
ma Moses, who started serious painting in her 70s,
staged her first solo show at age 80. She worked
for another 20 years. At 83, Ben Franklin added to
his list of inventions bifocal glasses. What would
we midlifers do without the bifocals?

In March 1971, Alice Pollock of Haslemere,
England, published her first book, Portrait of My

Victorian Youth at the young age of 102! Let’s not
forget Herbert W. Armstrong, who was working
into his 90s. 

So is my life over now that I’ve turned the big
50? No! So what conclusions have I come to while
reflecting on this painful topic?

1. Live each day as if it were your last! None of
us know how many days we have left. In Psalm
90:12, Moses asked God, “Teach us to number
our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom.”
We must redeem the time that we have left. 

2. Live each day to serve and make others’lives
special. Love much!

3. Make it your goal to continue to overcome
and grow! The expression, “you’re nev-
er too old to learn,” surely fits with
some of the examples above. Take
classes. Learn a new hobby. Trav-
el. Don’t forget the most impor-
tant growth of all—ask God for
help in your spiritual growth. 

4. And just have fun! Light-
en up on yourself and others
and simply laugh and enjoy
life.

So here’s to all of those whom I am join-
ing who are 50 and above! Let’s all go out there
and make a difference in the lives of others and
ourselves! It’s just another exciting chapter in our
lives. 

Janet Treadway
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

The Golden Rule
Why is it that in the Western Christian world

we get so eager in our pursuit of happiness that
we often end up creating unhappiness for others?
Our attitude may even be such that we feel it is
nobody’s business what we do with our time and
with our place. However, our neighbors may not
be so agreeable to put up with our way of life.

Our great Creator established a set of laws long
ago in order to regulate a loving and responsible
way of life among neighbors for all mankind. The
main principle summarizing these laws of God is
commonly known as the Golden Rule: “There-
fore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also

to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets”
(Matthew 7:12).

Now haven’t we all been annoyed, from time to
time, by somebody else’s lifestyle spilling over
into our path? We may have even gotten upset,
frustrated and depressed, because we couldn’t
really do anything about that nasty habit or hostile
attitude of one of our neighbors. In the crowded
neighborhoods of our cities, tolerance is a great
virtue that’s little practiced.

Can we even imagine a society that conscious-
ly lives with consideration for neighbor? It would
be a place of great peace: “Great peace have those
who love Your law, and nothing causes them to

stumble” (Psalm 119:165). Isn’t it such a
society that God would have us be? “But you

are a chosen generation, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, His own

special people; that you may
proclaim the praises of Him

who called you out of
darkness into His mar-
velous light” (1 Peter 2:9).
If we take the Golden Rule

to heart, do we really have to get
out the yardstick, in order to measure

where our space ends and the neighbor’s space
begins? Actually, after thinking about my own
way of doing things, I came to the conclusion that
I need to change a few things in my life to God’s
way, before I can better understand how to treat
my neighbor. 

So, in my daily struggle to overcome sin and to
please God, I turned to God’s Word, such as
Romans 12 and 1 John 2:16-17, which tells us to
not be conformed but rather come out of the
world. Colossians 3:16 further instructs us to have
a godly attitude and to: “Let the word of Christ
dwell in you richly in all wisdom . . .”

Isn’t it simply uncanny how the Scripture hones
in on our hang-ups and emotions to help us over-
come and to better abide by the Golden Rule? In
2 Peter 3:18 Peter also admonishes us to continue
to grow in grace and in knowledge: “But grow in
the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory both now and
forever. Amen.”

Manfred Fraund
Los Angeles, California, congregation

Be Ready to Give an Answer:
Why Don’t You Celebrate Christmas? Don’t You
Want to Honor Christ?

We do want to honor Christ, and try to do it by following His example (John 12:26; 1 John 2:6) and
doing what He said—obeying His commands (Luke 6:46; John 14:15).

Example of Christ and the New Testament Church. Jesus Christ and the early New Testament
Church didn’t celebrate Christmas. There is no command to celebrate Christ’s birthday,and in fact there
is no mention in the Bible of the Church ever celebrating it. The Bible doesn’t even tell us when He
was born, but it is clear from Scripture that it couldn’t have been Dec. 25. The Interpreter’s One-Vol-
ume Commentary explains that Luke 2:7-8 argues “against the birth [of Christ] occurring on Dec. 25
since the weather would not have permitted”shepherds watching over their flocks in the fields at night.
Also, the Roman census (Luke 2:1-4) would not have been taken in winter, when temperatures often
dropped below freezing and roads were in poor condition.

History. “The tradition of celebrating December 25 as Christ’s birthday came to the Romans from
Persia. Mithra, the Persian god of light and sacred contracts, was [supposedly] born out of a rock on
December 25. Rome was famous for its flirtations with strange gods and cults, and in the third centu-
ry [274] the unchristian emperor Aurelian established the festival of Dies Invicti Solis, the Day of the
Invincible Sun, on December 25 . . .

“[Emperor Constantine] was probably instrumental in seeing that the major feast of his old religion
was carried over to his new faith” (Gerard and Patricia Del Re, The Christmas Almanac, 1979, p. 17).

Pagan winter holidays were renamed for Christ to make it easier for pagans to become Christian,
but many of their old customs used to worship false gods remained.

God’s commands. The Bible has much to say about trying to honor God in the way others wor-
shipped their “gods” (Deuteronomy 12:30-32) or according to the commands and traditions of men
(Matthew 15:8-9).

Though Jesus did not tell us to celebrate His birth, He did leave clear instructions about how to com-
memorate His death (1 Corinthians 11:23-26) and other festivals kept by the early Church (John 7:1-
2, 10; Acts 2:1; 18:21; 20:6, 16; 27:9; 1 Corinthians 5:6-8; etc.; compare Leviticus 23).

For More Information, request our free booklets Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which
Days We Keep? and Jesus Christ: The Real Story (www.ucg.org).
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ABC Mini-Sampler
Returns to Toronto

The Toronto, Ontario, congregation
hosted their second ABC Mini-Sampler
over the weekend of Oct. 23 and 24.
They had one in the first year of ABC,
2000. They liked the first one so much
that they almost immediately requested
that ABC instructors come back for a
second one.

Anthony Wasilkoff and his able staff
set up the schedule, snacks and meeting
halls. Melvin Rhodes and his wife,
Diane, came from Michigan. Mr.
Rhodes, who is an instructor in the
books of Daniel and Revelation at ABC,
presented information about the histori-
cal significance of Britain and America
in the world and what that means in
prophecy. His knowledge of history and
the world is remarkable and his presen-
tation was well received. 

Gary Antion and his wife, Barbara,
drove to Toronto from Cincinnati,Ohio,
where he is coordinator/associate pro-
fessor at ABC. Mr. Antion formerly pas-
tored the Toronto area and held the same
position as Mr. Wasilkoff now has direct-
ing the Canadian work. Mr. Antion cov-
ered three chapters in
the book of Acts and
the origin of world
religions. 

The 10-hour Mini-
Sampler concluded
with a question-and-
answer segment and

presentation of certificates and awards.
The award for the oldest participant went
to Mario Mezza. The award for the
youngest person who participated went
to Justin Archer. Peter Sidlo received the
award for being baptized the earliest
among the participants. And Christopher
Herrmann from Indiana was awarded
the ABC cup for traveling the greatest
distance to attend.

The evaluations of the seminar indi-
cated the weekend was a huge success.

Gary E. Antion

Mansfield Keeps
“Sabbath in the
Woods”

On Oct. 23, the Mansfield,Ohio,con-
gregation met for Sabbath services in

Pugh Cabin in the Doris Duke Woods at
Malabar State Park.

This is the fourth time over the last
three years members here have been
able to enjoy a “Sabbath in the woods”
and see the beauty of God’s creation “up
close and personal.”The fall colors were
nearly at peak this year, providing a
splashy backdrop for Sabbath walks
between Bible study and Sabbath ser-
vices. 

After services, in appreciation for
their continued work for the flock,mem-
bers presented the congregation’s elders
and their wives with small gifts from far-
flung Feast sites some of the “Mans-
fielders” had attended this year.

Following services, the group feast-
ed on a harvest-themed potluck meal,
and polished off the day with cards and
games.

Doug Johnson

Elder Added to
Business Hall of
Fame

Jim Hopkins, president and CEO of
Hopkins Printing and an elder in the
Columbus, Ohio, congregation, was
named to the Central Ohio Business
Hall of Fame by Junior Achievement
Nov. 4.

Mr. Hopkins was one of three
inductees this year. Michael
Schoedinger, chairman of the board of
Junior Achievement of Central Ohio,
said, “Each displays the type of entre-
preneurial spirit, relentless drive and
community leadership with which we
are proud to be associated. They set a
great example with their passion, lead-
ership and people skills.”

Smart Business Columbus reported,
“Jim Hopkins started out small. With
$3,000 in start-up money,he began oper-
ating his printing business out of his
garage in 1974. Today Hopkins Printing
is one of the largest commercial sheet-
fed printing companies in the region; its
100 employees serve 300 customers.”

Mr. Hopkins told the magazine that
business leaders should remember they
are serving as examples for future gen-
erations of entrepreneurs. “We should
always remember that your example
means something. When you wear the
mantle of leadership, you owe the peo-
ple that work for you the best behavior
and a willingness to bring them along.”

Mr. Hopkins says the things that make

someone a good businessperson are the
same things that make a good person.

WNP Seminar
Brings Record
Attendance

A World News and Prophecyseminar
was held in Beloit, Wisconsin, on
Oct. 30. The Beloit and Wisconsin
Dells, Wisconsin, congregations
cohosted the Sabbath-day seminar
and potluck. A record Sabbath ser-
vice attendance of 266 was record-
ed as a result of brethren traveling
in from at least six states.

The speakers at services and the
seminar were Darris McNeely,
managing editor of World News
and Prophecy, and senior editors

Robin Webber and Melvin Rhodes. Top-
ics included explanations of who are the
144,000, the role of the two witnesses,
Jeremiah—a patriot and prophet of God,
standing for God in our modern-day
Babylon and explanations of Daniel 7
and 8.

It was a very profitable and educa-
tional eight hours spent together. Many
brethren expressed interest in the speak-

ers coming back for another seminar in
the near future.

Steve Nutzman

Maine Member 94
Ethel McMullen,a member who lives

in Maine and who turned 94 on Sept. 9,
was presented a cake after Sabbath ser-
vices in Portsmouth, New Hampshire,
where she attends. 

Mrs. McMul-
len is an inspira-
tion to us all, set-
ting an example
both in her
Church family
and her commu-
nity. She contin-
ues to mow her
lawn, stack her
wood, paint lower
parts of her house
and drive for
errands. She has
agreed to give up
working on her
roof, however!

Gary and
Margie Jacques

Member Turns 90

Violet Sand of the Eau Claire, Wis-
consin, congregation turned 90 Oct. 8.

Violet’s father subscribed to The
Plain Truth magazine from an ad listed
in a farmer’s magazine. She noticed the
magazine sit-
ting on the cof-
fee table, and
her mother told
her to take it
home and read
the Bible stories
to her children.
She read the
whole maga-
zine before bed
and ordered her
own subscrip-
tion soon after.

Violet was
baptized June
26, 1963, in the
Mis s i s s i pp i
River near Red Wing, Minnesota. By
using car lights to see, the ministers bap-
tized Violet and two other people at
about 3 a.m.—after the beach was quiet
and inactive. Later someone asked Vio-
let if she had seen any water moccasin
snakes. The river was typically well pop-
ulated with them.

The Eau Claire congregation honored
Violet with a card shower, cake and
social.

Marlene Kerestes

North Carolina Has
ABC Mini-Sampler

The congregations served by David
Mills hosted an ABC Mini-Sampler
over the weekend of Nov. 13 and 14.
Brethren attended from North Carolina,
Virginia, South Carolina, Tennessee,
Georgia and Florida. There was also a
couple from Lubbock, Texas! On the
Sabbath, 270 heard Gary Antion and
Don Ward bring split sermons. After a
free hot lunch for all, 210 stayed for the
four lectures in the afternoon.

On Sunday, 200 attended the six
hours of lectures to complete the Mini-
Sampler program. Dr. Ward brought his
lectures on the nature of God and an
overview of the Minor Prophets. Mr.
Antion expounded Acts chapters 2 and
10, as well as 2 John, 3 John and Jude,
in his five hours of lectures.

Certificates were presented to 173
participants who attended all 10 hours
of the program. Four awards—ABC
mugs filled with candy—were given.
Among the recipients was 82-year-old
Doyle Smith from Greensboro, who
received the award for being the oldest
to complete the program. Linda Pereira
from Raleigh, North Carolina, age 8,
received the award for being the
youngest. She was two months younger
than Amberly Walton from Augusta,
Georgia, also 8. (A mug is being sent to
Amberly as well.)

Dan and Sandra Hines came from the
greatest distance away—Texas—and

received a candy-filled mug. The longest
baptized was Lillian Mayer from Char-
lotte, a member since 1958.

The brethren were very excited about
the program. Dr. Ward remarked that he
was overwhelmed at the expression of
gratitude by the brethren. 

We look forward to presenting four
more Mini-Samplers to the brethren in
various parts of the world next year. With
this year’s Mini-Samplers,we have now
reached nearly 3,000 brethren. 

Gary E. Antion

ABC Holds Mini-
Sampler in Davis

An ABC Mini-Sampler was held over
the weekend of Nov. 13 and 14 on the
campus of the University of California at
Davis. Instructors were Church presi-
dent Roy Holladay and ABC instructor
Ralph Levy. 

The weekend began at 10:30 a.m.
with Sabbath services, with about 179
in attendance. Split sermons were given
by Dr. Levy and Mr. Holladay. Dr. Levy
spoke on current world trends and
prophecy, and Mr. Holladay spoke on
not allowing ourselves to be deceived.

After services, the Mini-Sampler
began at 2, featuring four hours of class-
es Sabbath afternoon and Saturday
night. Mr. Holladay taught the New Tes-
tament books of Colossians and Gala-
tians, and Dr. Levy taught “Jeremiah: a
Prophet of the New Covenant.” Classes
continued on Sunday, from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. At the end of the 10 hours of class-
es, a certificate of completion was given
to each participant who completed the
program. 

Special recognition was given to 13-
year-old Katrina Kennedy, the youngest
participant, from Oakland, California,
and to 81-year-old Ira Mason, the “most
senior,” from Sacramento. Also recog-
nized were Stephen Read from Garden
Grove, California, who has attended
four ABC Mini-Samplers,and Todd and
Harry Neggesmith, brothers from San
Diego,who traveled the longest distance
to attend. 

Ralph Levy

Miami Celebrates
40 Years

The Miami, Florida, congregation,
the first Church of God to meet in Flori-
da,celebrated its 40th anniversary on the
Sabbath of Aug. 21. Eighty-six United
Church of God brethren attended ser-
vices and celebrated afterward with a
cake and refreshments.

Only one person who had attended on
Aug. 15, 1964, was present for the 40th
anniversary. Vicki Wilson Sawyer of
West Palm Beach was 10 years old when
she and 80 others met together for the
first morning service. The Lakeland,
Florida, congregation, which had after-
noon services,began later that same day
in 1964.

B. E. Bendall

Members in the Toronto, Ontario,
area attend ABC Mini-Sampler with
Melvin Rhodes (above) and Gary
Antion (photos by Gary Antion)

Mansfield, Ohio, congregation
enjoys Sabbath at Pugh Cabin
(photo by Dale Scott)

Melvin Rhodes, Darris McNeely and
Robin Webber in Beloit, Wisconsin,
where they presented World News
and Prophecy seminars (photo by
Leonard Hatter)

Gary and Gale Black
congratulate Violet
Sand as Eau Claire,
Wisconsin, brethren
honor her after she
turned 90 (photo by
Marlene Kerestes)

Ethel McMullen
prepares to cut
her cake after
services in
Portsmouth, New
Hampshire (photo
by Walter Warren)
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Ocala Barbecues

On Sunday, Oct. 24, 2004, the Ocala,
Florida, brethren met at the beautiful
Whispering Pines Park for their second
annual barbecue. The event was held in
a spacious pavilion that boasted a fire-
place in case the weather became chilly. 

Delicious barbecued beef in savory
sauce was served on buns along with
assorted salads and side dishes, and the
meal was topped off with a variety of
unique desserts. 

Before and after the meal, table
games, cards and shuffleboard were
enjoyed by the attending brethren. Spe-
cial games were organized for the chil-
dren, and a swimming pool was also
available. 

The weather was incredible, and
everyone can hardly wait for the third
annual barbecue planned for next
autumn.

Janet Hendershot

East Texas Breaks
Ground

On Sunday, Nov. 7, the UCG-East
Texas congregation had its long-awaited
groundbreaking ceremony for a local
building. About 70 people turned out
on a sunny day to witness the event. Les
McCullough gave the invocation, fol-
lowed by some comments from Big
Sandy, Texas, Mayor Lynda Childress.
The mayor and part of the Big Sandy
City Council were on hand to welcome
the congregation to the community. 

Building committee member and

local businessman Scott Hammer
spoke next, in honor of his father, the
late Buck Hammer, who was instru-
mental in getting the building project
going. Then Ken Treybig, pastor of the
Texarkana and East Texas congrega-
tions, spoke about all the advice, work
and sacrifice that has been given
already by various people—including
some in the community. He expressed
his appreciation for the qualified pro-
fessionals who are willing to work with
the congregation to build their new con-
gregational home.

In recent years the congregation has
had a hard time finding suitable and
affordable rental locations, being
bumped from their normal meeting
location over half the time. About three
years ago the home office gave
approval to look for property and begin
working on a building proposal. The

building committee had to show it
could construct a building where the
monthly outlays for owning would be
approximately equal to what it has been
paying to rent. 

Two years ago, after months of
earnest searching for property, the own-
er of a large piece of property on the
market agreed to sell a prime 10-acre
tract fronting Highway 155 just north
of Big Sandy. With over 85 percent of
the congregation living within a 15-
minute drive of Big Sandy, the congre-
gation knows there will be many uses
for the building throughout the week. 

According to Mr. Treybig, “It is very
exciting to be able to finally break
ground on this project. Many people
have spent countless hours on fund-
raising and planning to get us to this
starting point. It will still take a lot of
sacrifice and donated labor by mem-
bers of the congregation for this build-
ing to be built. I’m grateful for all the
dedication by so many people that has
and will go into making it happen. It is
only because of the Church’s long his-
tory in this area that the bank is being
so generous in its terms, and we are get-
ting so many good deals—despite the
numerous price increases in steel over
the last year.”

Beloit and
Wisconsin Dells
Sponsor Fifth
Clothing Giveaway

The fifth annual clothing giveaway,
sponsored by the Beloit and Wisconsin
Dells,Wisconsin, congregations, took
place at an elementary school in Rock-
ford, Illinois, on Sunday, Nov. 21. As
a public service, the Church member-
ship freely supplied over 300 people
in the Rockford area with clothing, toi-
letries, refreshments and sundry items.
For the second year in a row, the Mil-
waukee congregation also contributed
clothes for the donations.

Dozens of tables in the large gym
were stacked high with clothing for

children, women and men, including
shoes, coats, hats and toiletries. One
lady told me, with tears in her eyes, how
thankful she was for the clothing
because just the week before she found
herself homeless and in need of clothes. 

In order to publicize the event, news
releases were sent to dozens of agen-
cies of various kinds in the Rockford
area. In addition, television and radio

stations announced the giveaway on
community spot ads.

Over 40 brethren, including teens,
donated numerous hours to sort, fold
and arrange thousands of pieces of
clothing. The service of the teens was
much appreciated and helped tremen-
dously. Much of the clothing had been
donated by local agencies in addition
to brethren. 

One local television station aired an
interview with one of the brethren dur-
ing their Sunday evening newscast. 

Because such a large amount of good
clothing remained, the congregations
plan on holding another giveaway in
Beloit in two months.

Steve Nutzman

Columbus Women
Create Feast
Baskets

On Sunday
morning, Sept.
12, the members
of the Columbus,
Ohio, Women’s
Club gathered
for two reasons.
The first reason
for our monthly
meeting was to
engage in an
interactive Bible
study and hear
speeches from
various ladies.
After the meet-
ing concluded
and the ladies
enjoyed some
refreshments, our second reason for
meeting commenced—the annual
Feast basket project!  

In Columbus, it has become a tradi-
tion for many years to give baskets to
those members of our Church family
who are not able to attend the Feast of
Tabernacles. The baskets contain small
gifts and goodies to help brighten the
days and lift the spirits of those who
must stay behind. The items for the bas-
kets are donated by the ladies of the
club, and other members of the con-
gregation who wish to contribute.

Each year we try to find containers
that not only look nice and hold
enough, but can also be used later in a
practical way. This year we used pop-
up mesh laundry containers and filled
them with festively wrapped presents
and snacks, packed inside concealing
layers of brightly colored tissue paper.
To each basket we added a lovely card,
handmade by one of our young ladies.

The purpose of these Feast baskets is
to let each recipient know that he or she
is not forgotten, that we are thinking of
him or her, and hoping that his or her
Feast of Tabernacles is also a joyous one.

Wendy Ridgley

70 Attend Preteen
Camp in Texas

Jump-the-brook, swords and shields,
snake attacks and drinking poison . . .
where can you find all of these in one
place? That’s right, Arrow Camp 2004.

Preteens from Louisiana, Alabama and
cities all around Texas made their way to
Porter, Texas, this past May to attend
Arrow Camp. The new and improved
camp location allowed for additional
lake activities, well-rested campers and
counselors and set the stage for an all-
around successful year. There were 70
campers and 30 staff in attendance.

The campers were anxious to get
started and immediately began to enjoy
activities such as swimming, Christian
education, arts and crafts, music, fish-
ing, canoeing and paddle boating. After
days packed with activities, the evenings
included a get-to-know mixer, Camp
Olympics, a talent showcase and com-
bined dorm activities.

Campers were able to beat the heat by
cooling off in the pool or (whoops!)
swamping their canoes in the lake.
Although each group claimed it was
unintentional, it seemed to be a recur-
ring “accident” after the first day. 

In addition to the new lake activities,
the campers also were able to partici-
pate in a “ropes” course, which was led
by Arrow camp staff. These challenges
encouraged the campers to think inde-
pendently and as a group,strategize and
ultimately meet the challenges through
intensive teamwork. For the rest of us,
it was a lot of fun to watch, and almost
impossible not to offer suggestions. 

The true genius of these activities is
that the campers had to figure it all out
for themselves, and they did.

Many parents and volunteers came
together this year to help these preteens
have a quality experience. According to
Preteen Camp director, Christine Whit-
ley, “Everyone was impressed with the
new camp. I think that was the main
highlight. I hope we will be able to keep
Preteen Camp a successful activity. The
campers love it!”

Sharon VanSchuyver

Houston North Has
Sabbath School
Graduation

Aug. 7, 2004, marked the celebration
of Houston (Texas) North’s annual Sab-
bath school graduation. The graduation
ceremony took place during the ser-
monette portion of Sabbath services.
Richard Haughee,Sabbath school coor-
dinator, presided over the ceremony.

Approximately 35 children, ranging
from ages 4 through 12,were awarded a
certificate of completion. Presenter for
Level 1 was Lynn Rogers, who is also
lead instructor for this level. She is sup-
ported by two assistant teachers and
three helpers.

Presenter for Level 2 was Maxine
Mitchell, who is also lead instructor for
this level. She is supported by three
assistant teachers and three teen helpers.

Presenter for Level 3 was Rob
Stanchi. The lead instructor is Sharon
Haughee. She is supported by four assis-
tant teachers and three teen helpers. 

Presenter for Level 4 was Jan
Williams. Lead instructor for Level 4 is
Mr. Haughee. He is supported by four
assistant teachers and two teen helpers.
Graduates of Level 4 were presented
with their choice of an engraved Bible or

a special pen. Those graduates include
Micah Marshall, Tim Curry, Erin
Machin, Hannah Stanchi, Ben Whitley
and Joshua Whitley.

Of course, a graduation would not be
complete without a reception! Immedi-
ately following Sabbath services, the
entire congregation gathered in the foy-
er. Martha Sappington and Carrie
Clement arranged cake and refresh-
ments. Kitra Roe prepared the cake.

Angela Soto

Jacksonville
Honors Seniors

The Jacksonville, Florida, congrega-
tion held what is hoped will be the first
annual day to honor its most senior
members. The ceremony was held July
7, 2004, at a Best Western hotel.

Richard Thompson, Chris Moen,
Drexel Shiver, Keith Cottriell and their
wives led the congregation. Mr. Thomp-
son and Mr. Moen spoke during Sabbath
services about the importance of
remembering the ones who have been
with God’s Church the longest and the
wisdom that they have gained.

After services, the hotel dining room
was prepared,and the seniors were seat-
ed in the front in their places of honor.
Mr. Thompson then spoke, thanking
everyone for attending, introducing the
seniors and presenting them with gifts.

Meals were then served. The honorees
were Kay Krick, Robert Walthour, Jack
Bassett, Jim Baker and Bill West.

Ted Rudd 

Member Named
Top Rehab Patient

Doug Wells, a member in the Dayton,
Ohio, congregation, was honored “for
his good attitude and hard work by being
named the Rehabilitation Patient of the
year at Lima Memorial Hospital’s
Rehab Reunion on Sept. 2,”according to
an article in The Ada Herald Sept. 9.

Mr. Wells was severely injured in
November 2003 while tearing down a
barn on his mother’s property. A 30-foot
beam fell on his back. He was in the hos-
pital for 83 days. “He credits his recov-
ery to his belief in God’s healing power
and the rehab unit,” the paper said.

“When I started seeing Doug, he was
on complete bed rest,” the paper quoted
occupational therapist Kris Thomas as
saying. “By the time he left he was walk-
ing on crutches and taking care of him-
self. It was a big turnaround in about
six weeks’ time.

“This award is about progress, but
it’s also about encouraging other
patients and staying positive,” she said.

Ken Treybig speaks at the
groundbreaking for the East Texas
church building. Big Sandy Mayor
Lynda Childress is seated on the left
and the congregation’s Building
Committee on the right

More than 300 people in the
Rockford, Illinois, area received free
clothing at the Beloit and Wisconsin
Dells fifth annual giveaway (photo
by Steve Nutzman)

Jacksonville, Florida, congregation
honors its senior members July 7
(photo by Vicki Harr)

Columbus, Ohio,
Women’s Club
display the Feast
baskets they made
(photo by Michelle
Waterhouse)
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Births
Troy and Cindy (Elliott) Phelps of the

Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation are
excited to introduce their first child

Cadence Michelle Phelps. She was born
Oct. 21, 2004, weighing 7 pounds 4
ounces and was 201⁄2 inches long. The
family is thrilled to add another “mem-
ber” to the Church.

James and Millie (Belcher) Nichols
are proud to announce the birth of their
second child. Emily “Emma” Marjorie-
Faye Nichols was born on Oct. 14,2004.
She weighed 5 pounds 14 ounces and
was 191⁄2 inches long. Her big brother
Dakota is very proud of his new sister.
Her grandmother is Faye Belcher of
Wytheville,Virginia. Her grandfather is
Alton Nichols of Scottsville, Kentucky. 

She is a miracle baby because we
almost lost her on several occasions

and on several other occasions she
was almost born premature by
months. We are very thankful to God
for answering all the prayers for her
well-being and bringing her safely
into this world.

Joe and Kelly Thomas Mango of the
Cleveland, Ohio, congregation are

delighted to announce the birth of their
first child, Reagan Elizabeth. She was
born on June 10, 2004, weighing 6

pounds 13 ounces. Reagan is the first
grandchild for both sets of grandparents,
Greg and B.J. Thomas of Litchfield,
Ohio, and Nick and Doris Mango of
Leetonia, Ohio, so you can imagine the
excitement!

Joe and Tina Horton of the Cleveland,
Ohio, congregation are thrilled to

announce the birth of their son, Jacob
Alexander. He was born on Feb. 5,2004,
and weighed 8 pounds 1 ounce. His
grandparents are Joe and Sue Horton
and Claude and Virginia Snyder of
Cleveland. Jacob’s big sister,Marissa, is
thrilled to have a little brother. “Jacob is
a joy and completes us as a family,” says
his dad.

Jeff and Stacie (Hollis) Yost, of
Portland, Oregon, are pleased to

announce the birth of their second
child. Their daughter Reagan Olivia
was born Jan. 16, 2004. She weighed
9 pounds 8 ounces and was 203⁄4 inch-
es long. Grandparents are Ronald and
Roxanna Yost of Joplin, Missouri;
Maynard and Cindy Allen of Creston,
Iowa; and the late Clyde Hollis. Big
sister Madison is pleased with the
addition to the family.

Michael and Aimee (Fultz) McNal-
ly of Cupertino, California, happily
announce the birth of their son, David
Micah McNally. Born on June 7,
2004, he weighed 8 pounds 5 ounces. 

The happy grandparents are Walt
and Arleen Salmon from Happy
Camp, California, and Edward and
Susan McNally of Yuba City, Califor-
nia. 

Michael and Aimee now have two
girls (ages 3 and 4) and one boy.

Michael and Laura (Laing) Phelps of
Cincinnati, Ohio, are thrilled to

announce the birth of their first child,
Kelsey Lynne. She was born on Sept. 4,
2004, weighing 8 pounds 14 ounces,
measuring 211⁄2 inches long and with a
full head of hair! The excited grandpar-
ents are John and Sandy Laing of
Macomb, Michigan, and Floyd and
Doris Phelps of Cincinnati, Ohio.
Kelsey is the first grandchild for the
Laings and the seventh for the Phelps.

Weddings
Gary and Liz Smith of Waverly,Ohio,

are happy to announce the marriage of
their daughter, Erinn, to Pete Webber,
son of Gene and Diane Webber of
LaGrange, Ohio. The ceremony was
performed July 31,2004,by the father of
the bride. Erinn was attended by co-
maids of honor Jessica Fenell and
Tiffany Foster, and bridesmaids Kara
McElwee,Beth Perry,Ann Thomas and
Heather Watkins. The best man was Jor-

dan Yoder and groomsmen were Scott
Carney, Dustin Christianson, Regan
Jones, Saras Shah and Ian Smith. Erinn
and Pete have made their home in
Austin, Texas.

Jill (Bensinger) and Brian Tissue are
excited to announce their marriage. The
couple was married on May 30, 2004,
in Grand Ledge, Michigan, with about
200 family and friends in attendance.

The couple now resides in St. Johns,
Michigan.

Robert and Susan Jorgensen and
Eduardo and Alicia Binos are pleased to
announce the wedding of their children
Dan Jorgensen and Nancy Binos. The
ceremony was performed by  Serizalinio
Dizon on Oct. 3, 2004, in Baguio City,
Philippines. Dan and Nancy met at the
Feast of Tabernacles in Bacolod City,
Philippines, in 1996. The couple cur-

rently resides in La Trinidad, Benguet,
Philippines.

Nicholas Bratnick Jr. and Amanda
Johnston were united in marriage on

Sept. 12, 2004, in a very serene evening
ceremony with family and friends wit-
nessing their vows. The ceremony was
performed by Arnold Burns, an elder

serving the Asheboro, North Carolina,
congregation. The couple plans to reside
in Charlotte, North Carolina.

Anniversaries
Harlan and Janice Spieker of Willow

Lake, South Dakota, are celebrating
their 50th anniversary. They were mar-
ried on Nov. 26, 1954. Both were bap-
tized in 1968 and Harlan was ordained
an elder in 1976. They attend and serve
in the Watertown, South Dakota, con-
gregation.

Their children include Art and Sandra
(Spieker) Dreaden, Susan Spieker, John
and Marlene Spieker, David and Dawn
Spieker, Doug and Ann (Spieker) Mur-

phy and Mark Spieker (deceased). They
have 14 grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren. All their married life has
been spent on a farm in South Dakota.

Obituaries
Brighton Chakhaza, 50, died on Oct.

31, 2004. He is survived by his wife,
Aleda; his sons, Chiyembekezo and
Isaac; daughters, Tadaia and Tiyamike;
and his daughter in-law, Grace. He has
one grandson, Chikondi.

Brighton had a bachelor of education
in English and a religious education
from the University of Malawi. He
worked as a teacher and headmaster in
various secondary schools in Malawi.
Later he was posted to the Ministry of
Education where he served as principal
planning officer and component man-
ager. He was also posted to France
where he worked as a diplomat.
Brighton also was the firstborn son of a
chief, and so was given the funeral of a
traditional chief. 

He was born on Jan. 5, 1954, and was
baptized in God’s Church April 6, 2003.
He also was instrumental in bringing
others into United Church of God, and
he will be missed. Brighton attended the
Lilongwe congregation of United
Church of God in Malawi.

Announcements

Jacob Alexander Horton with big
sister Marissa

Cadence Michelle Phelps

Emily Marjorie-Faye Nichols

Amanda and Nicholas Bratnick

Harlan and Janice Spieker

Jill and Brian Tissue

Dan and Nancy Jorgensen

Reagan Olivia Yost

Brighton Chakhaza

Reagan Elizabeth Thomas Mango

Erinn and Pete Webber

David Micah McNally

Kelsey Lynne Phelps
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Carol A. Olmstead, 63, died June 25,
2004, of Merkel cell carcinoma. Carol
was a longtime member in God’s
Church, having been baptized in 1966.
Carol is survived by her husband,
George; her brother, Joe Russell; her
children, Sheri and Al Kroska, Preston
and Sarah Olmstead, Rebecca and Bri-
an Babcock, Dannielle and Steve Swi-
hart and Victoria and Ryan Peat; and her
grandchildren, Gabriella, Hannah and
Emma Kroska and Alexis Swihart. After
a long battle with cancer, she died sur-

rounded by family and friends. She was
buried June 29 at Abraham Lincoln
National Cemetery in Elwood, Illinois.

Eddie Dungan,92,of the Laurel,Mis-
sissippi, congregation died peacefully
from complications of pneumonia on
the Sabbath following the Feast (Oct. 9,
2004). Graveside services were per-
formed by Andy Burnett, pastor of the
Covington and New Orleans,Louisiana,
and Laurel congregations, and the eulo-
gy was given by Sam Dungan of Laurel.

The eldest of six children, Eddie
Dungan was born to Jesse and Netta
Dungan on Nov. 27, 1911, and grew up
in Alabama’s piney woods. Like many
others, his family struggled to survive
during the Great Depression. During
that time he learned to share with those
in need, whether they were friends or
strangers, giving food even if it meant
doing without himself. That generosity
continued throughout his life. A boy
whose family was once helped by Mr.
Dungan returned as a grown man to
thank him for saving his life. To Mr.

Dungan, it wasn’t anything out of the
ordinary. As the family says, “It was just
the kind of man he was.”

Mr. Dungan had many different kinds
of jobs throughout his life. He was a
farmer, a railroad worker, a hospital
orderly and even a school bus driver. But
the occupation in which he found the
greatest joy and excelled most highly
was that of a loving husband and father.
God blessed him with 10 children, four
of whom are in God’s Church today.
When his second wife, Marcia, was
being called by God in the early 1970s,
she would share every tidbit of knowl-
edge, and he always readily accepted it
and made any necessary changes. For
example, they had just filled their freez-
er for the winter with rabbits and hogs.
When the minister told them that those
animals were unclean,Mr. Dungan sim-
ply got rid of it all without hesitation.

Marcia was baptized in 1976 and
Eddie followed in 1985. He made sure
his children were at every district youth
activity and sporting event, even when
his age or financial restrictions some-
times kept him from being there himself.

Mr. Dungan is survived by his loving
wife of 38 years, seven children, 17
grandchildren, 13 great-grandchildren
and at least seven great-great-grandchil-
dren. He is also survived by one younger
brother. Marcia and their children Eddie
Jr., Sherrill (Tannert), Anne and Sam
were all privileged to be at his side as he
breathed his last.

Raymond C. Dick, 81, died Aug. 28,
2004. He was born Nov. 19, 1922, at
Henderson, Nebraska. His parents were
Cornelius and Sarah Heubert Dick.

After living in both eastern and west-
ern Nebraska, the family moved to Ore-
gon where Ray attended high school,
graduating from Dallas High School in
1940. While attending Dallas High,Ray
lettered in debate, was selected to repre-
sent his school at Beaver Boys State and
was mid-Willamette Valley wrestling
champion. Due to pressing family
needs,Ray was unable to take advantage
of a full scholarship to Pacific Universi-

ty where he intended to study medicine.
Later that year Ray met Norma Porter,

who became his bride Aug. 29, 1942.
Following the war years, Ray attended
Nampa Business College and studied to
become a railroad telegrapher, taking a
job with the Union Pacific in 1950.

Seven years later Ray moved his fam-
ily, which now included his wife and
three sons, to Pasadena, California,
where he attended Ambassador College,
graduating in 1962. Ray spent the rest of
his working years as an employee of
Ambassador College and the Worldwide
Church of God.

Beginning in January 1965, Ray
served as Mailing Department manager
and Personnel manager of Ambassador
College in Big Sandy, Texas. In 1967,
Ray, his wife and their youngest son,
Randall, were transferred to the Middle
East, serving first in Cyprus and later in
Israel. During those years Ray built an
excellent relationship with Dr. Benjamin
Mazar and was instrumental in paving
the way for Ambassador College’s par-
ticipation in the excavations at the south-
ern wall of the Temple Mount in
Jerusalem and later the City of David.

After returning from the Middle East,
Ray spent nearly all of the remainder of
his working years in Festival Planning,
with an emphasis on site management
and convention housing negotiation.
Ray’s final assignment took him back to
the Middle East, where he and Norma
lived in Jerusalem. He worked again
with the college’s involvement with

archaeological excavations at Hazor in
northern Israel until the outbreak of the
Gulf War, when he and his wife were
evacuated to the United States. Upon
return, Ray entered retirement, settling
in the Big Sandy/Hawkins area.

Ray died Aug. 28, 2004, the day
before their 62nd anniversary. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Norma, of Hawkins,
Texas; his sons, Robert, pastor of the
United Church of God in Portland, Ore-
gon, and member of the Council of
Elders,Ronald,pastor of the Worldwide
Church of God congregations in Lex-
ington and Hazard, Kentucky, and Ran-
dal, director of Foreign Missions for the
Worldwide Church of God; as well as
seven grandchildren and three great-
grandchildren. He is survived by one sis-
ter, Sarah Weins of Caldwell, Idaho.

Fritz Lippold, 76, and his wife,
Doreen, 86, of Port Colbourne, Ontario,
died in a traffic accident traveling home
from the Feast of Trumpets,on Sept. 16,
2004. The Lippolds were faithful mem-
bers of the Buffalo, New York, congre-
gation, where they attended for a num-
ber of years. They died right after doing
what they loved doing most, fellow-
shipping with God’s people.

When the Buffalo brethren gathered
on the Sabbath following Trumpets,
everyone talked about what they remem-
bered about the Lippolds. 

Many folks mentioned how much
Fritz loved to talk to people about God
and the Bible. Since Fritz and Doreen
had to pass through customs each Sab-
bath to attend services, they were often
asked where they were going. Fritz was
never bashful about telling them, “I’m
on my way to church to worship God on
the Sabbath.”The brethren remembered
how Doreen was always impeccably
dressed. She always wore a tasteful hat
to church and everything she did was
done with grace and poise.

The Buffalo congregation will really
miss their example, their service and
their company.

Norbert L. Schmitz, 89, died Oct. 29,
2004. Norbert had been one of the first
organic dairy farmers in the state of New
York. He sold his farm in 1995 to care
for his second wife, after she had a
stroke. He lived with his brother until he
entered the nursing home. He had been
having trouble remembering, but still
played pinochle and read his Bible. 

He was a happy,cheerful man,always
ready with a smile. His family spoke
fondly of him always following God and
His ways.  

He is survived by four children, sev-
eral grandchildren and 11 great-grand-
children. A memorial service was held
Oct. 31, with Scott Lord officiating.

Elizabeth G. Thomas,of Grand Junc-
tion, Michigan, passed away suddenly
Oct. 13, 2004, at her home at the age of
91. Mrs. Thomas was born Aug. 23,
1913, in Grand Junction, the daughter of
Julius and Laura Schallhorn. Elizabeth
has lived all of her life in the Grand Junc-
tion area; she loved working on the farm
and always cared about others before
herself. Elizabeth and her husband,
Arthur, were baptized in 1962 and were
founding members of the Elkhart, Indi-
ana, and Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo,
Michigan, congregations.

Surviving are four daughters, Evelyn

(Bob) Fahey of Bolingbrook, Illinois;
Phyllis (Ron) Schemenauer of Elkhart,
Indiana; Ruth (George) Crouse of Paw
Paw, Michigan; Artis (Dave) Roenspies
of Lake Geneva, Wisconsin; one son,
Arthur (Janet) Thomas of Grand Junc-
tion; 19 grandchildren; and 24 great-
grandchildren. She was preceded in
death by her husband,Arthur, in 1995; a
daughter, Martha Smith, in 1965; and a
grandson, Thomas Roenspies, in 2000.

The funeral was Oct. 18,and was con-
ducted by Gary McConnaughey, pastor
of the Kalamazoo, Grand Rapids and
Cadillac, Michigan, congregations.

Mrs. Thomas set a fantastic example
of hard work, caring for her family and
others, and never missing a Sabbath ser-
vice if it was possible for her to attend.
She was active right up to the end. She
will be missed by all her brothers and
sisters in Christ in Kalamazoo.

Eddie Dungan

Elizabeth G. Thomas

Tribute: Teresa
Dimakis

Teresa Dimakis died on Nov. 6,
2004. About 10 days before she had
suffered an appendix attack. She was
taken to the hospital, but the appendix
had already burst and she succumbed
to the effects of peritonitis in her body.

Tere was one of the first members of
the Church of God in Mexico. Her first
contact with the Church was in 1968,
listening to the Spanish program El
Mundo de Mañana (The World
Tomorrow) on the radio in Mexico
City. She was baptized on Dec. 19,
1969.

Tere began to work for the Church
in the Mexico City office in 1968, as
secretary and office assistant to
Enrique Ruiz, who was office manag-
er of the Mexico City office. Tere
attended her first Feast of Tabernacles
in Big Sandy,Texas, in 1968. The first
year the Feast was held in Mexico was
1972.

Tere met her husband-to-be, Pablo

Dimakis, in July 1969. Pablo also
began to work for the Church in the
Mexico City office in August 1969.
He and Tere began to court in
November 1971 and they were mar-
ried on April 6, 1972, the day after
the Feast of Unleavened Bread. Tere
and Pablo were blessed with two
sons, Pablo Jr., born on Sept. 4, 1973,

and Daniel, born on Feb. 21, 1978.
Throughout their married life Tere

was a devoted wife, mother, home-
maker and a true Christian. She was
also fully involved with her husband
Pablo in his ministry. She served the
Church with all her heart, strength and
talents, serving with her husband in the
congregations he pastored: Mexico
City, Guadalajara, Tepic, Chihuahua,
Cd. Juárez, Cuauhtemoc and Delicias. 

She was an excellent and loving
hostess, always showing hospitality
and having guests in her home for a
Sabbath dinner on many Friday
evenings. She was very much
involved in teaching the women all
that she had learned in the Church on
how to be a Christian homemaker,
wife and mother.

All who knew Tere loved her. We
are saddened by her untimely death
and we will miss her very much. How-
ever, we are comforted by the knowl-
edge that we will see her once again in
the resurrection of the saints.

Leon Walker

Teresa Dimakis

Tribute: George
Bailey Peyton III

George Bailey Peyton III of San
Antonio, Texas, died Nov. 14, 2004,
following a bout with prostate cancer.
Mr. Peyton was born March 26, 1931,
in San Antonio, Texas. On Dec. 6,
1952, he married Nancy Chadwell.
They have three children, Linda, Bai-
ley and Randall, and six grandchildren.

He learned about the Church
through The World Tomorrow radio
program. He was baptized in October
1965. He was ordained an elder in
October 1971, and he served God and
the San Antonio congregation faith-
fully. 

Eulogies for Mr. Peyton were deliv- ered by Roy Holladay and Gary Petty.

George Bailey Peyton III

Carol A. Olmstead



Louisville, Kentucky, during the Winter
Family Weekend. The reunion is planned
for Thursday evening, Dec. 23, at the
Clarion Hotel.

We will be considering plans for next
year’s Mini-Samplers, so if any areas are
interested in having an ABC Mini-Sam-
pler, please request one by sending an e-
mail to gary_antion@ucg.org.

Gary Antion

Houston Hosts
Young Adults for
Presidents’ Day

Houston has the honor of hosting the
next Texas Regional Presidents’ Day
Weekend at the Del Lago Conference
Center and Resort on beautiful Lake
Conroe, 45 minutes north of Houston.  

We are inviting all young adults
between the ages of 18 and 30+ to take
part in “The YA Challenge: In the
Church, In the World.” There are many
challenges that young adults face when
attempting to be successful at living in
the world but not being a part of the
world. The seminars this year will focus
on those challenges, provide us with
answers about how to defend our faith
when questioned by others and also show
us what our role is as young adults in the
Church.

All seminars will take place on Satur-
day and Sunday mornings. A
dinner/dance is scheduled for Saturday
night.  Following Sunday’s seminars and
brunch,we will then travel to Main Event
in The Woodlands for a day of fun and
games. 

For more details regarding the cost,
hotel accommodations and the schedule,
please visit the Web site at www.ucg-
houston.org/youngadults. 

If you are interested in attending this
year’s Texas Regional Presidents’ Day
Weekend, please register online no later
than Jan. 15, 2005. 

Liz Ryan 

News
At a Glance

On www.ucg.org
■ Compass Check
See video of home office weekly meeting.
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice/compasscheck.htm

■ UCG Commentary on This Week’s News
Weekly commentaries by UCG written on
world news and trends, from a biblical
perspective. Read these and more:
“Why America Should Be Thankful”
“Jesus for President?”
“Is Iraq the Key to Peace in the Middle East?”
“Undecided Voters—Undecided People—
Undecided Christians”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

■ Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!
www.ucg.org/worldnews/

■ E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!
www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org
■ The December VCM includes “Let’s Keep
on Going!,” “Kissed by an Angel,” “What Are
They Thinking of Me?” and much more.
vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org
■ New articles posted for December:
“Christmas: Past and Present,” “Jeremiah: A
Prophet of Valor” and “God’s Color Guard.”
verticalthought.org

Featured Links of the Month
■ Good News Bible Reading Program.
www.ucg.org/brp

■ UCG News pages with Council meeting
reports, letters, Home Office Updates, etc.
www.ucg.org/about/council
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice
If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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Members Needed
to Distribute GN
Brochures

Three brand-new brochures are now
available for distribution by brethren in
the United States. These eye-catching
“take-one” advertisements contain the
following themes: Why Does God
Allow Suffering?, Are We Living in the
Time of the End? and The Book of Rev-
elation Unveiled.These brochures offer
potential readers the booklets by the
same titles and a subscription to The
Good News. 

Over the years, brochure distribution
has proved to be a cost-effective means
to reach new people with the message of
the gospel. You are welcome to get
involved in this distribution effort! 

How does the program work? You
will be sent a supply of brochures and
small, attractive, clear acrylic display
units. All you need to do is locate stores
and shops in your community that are
willing to display the units on counter-
tops, vending machines or other loca-
tions as a free customer service. 

Once a display is placed, just return
to the store periodically to restock.
That’s all there is to it! You can order
additional supplies anytime. If you’re
interested, just use the coupon below.

John LaBissoniere

Salt Lake City Ski
Weekend Set for
Jan. 14 to 17

The annual Salt Lake City,Utah,Win-
ter Ski Weekend will occur over the
Martin Luther King holiday weekend,
Jan. 14 to 17. The Salt Lake City con-
gregation invites you to join them for a
weekend of food, fellowship, seminars,
skiing and great family fun.

Activities will include a Friday night
welcome, Sabbath morning seminars,
two group dinners, Sunday skiing at
Park City (Monday skiing optional) and
additional games and fellowship.

For an enhanced experience, the loca-
tion chosen this year is the world-class
Park City ski resort, site of the 2002 Win-
ter Olympics. Nearby historic Main
Street offers a wide variety of restau-
rants, galleries and shopping for those
who may not spend the day on the
slopes. Discounted hotel rates, lift tick-
ets and free food make this a real bargain
for singles and families alike. This is also
the Regional Family Weekend for the
Mountain Region.

For more details and to register, go to
www.cgca.net/ucg-saltlakeut/. For
immediate information, e-mail Larry
Salyer at larry_salyer@ucg.org or call
him at (801) 495-0412.

John Fox

Calendar of
Upcoming Events
Nov. 29-Dec. 14: Melvin Rhodes and

Richard Kennebeck visit Ghana.
Dec. 1-5: Canadian National Council

and Canada-wide ministers’meeting.
Dec. 7-14: Council of Elders meetings.
Dec. 20:ABC application deadline.
Dec. 22-29:Challenger II young adults’

climbing camp, Tucson,Arizona.
Dec. 22-26: Louisville, Kentucky,Win-

ter Family Weekend.
Dec. 22-26: Winter Camp in Williams

Bay, Wisconsin.
Dec. 24-31:Argentina camp.
Dec. 24-Jan. 2:Australia camp.
Dec. 25-27: Northwest Weekend in

Portland, Oregon.
Dec. 26-31: Kenya camp.
Jan. 9, 2005:ABC orientation.
Jan. 14-17: Salt Lake City, Utah, ski

weekend.
Feb. 18-20: 10th annual Midwest Presi-

dents’ Weekend family activity in
Branson,Missouri, at the Quality Inn,
Shepherd of the Hills Expressway.
Rooms, $35 per night; for reserva-
tions call (417) 335-6776.

Feb. 19-20: Texas Regional Presidents’
Day young adults’weekend.

Feb. 23: Council of Elders committee
meetings begin.

May 15-16: General Conference of
Elders meetings.

May 17-19:Council of Elders meetings.
May 27-30: Memorial Day young

adults’ weekend, Kansas City, Mis-
souri (www.kcya2005.com).

Aug. 14:ABC graduation.
Please send calendar items to

mike_bennett@ucg.org. 

Caribbean Camp
2005 Announced

Madge Saunders Retreat and Confer-
ence Center, located on the Caribbean
island of Jamaica, will once again host
our youth camp for Caribbean and vis-
iting teens this year. Located in St. Mary,
Camp Saunders is a few miles from the
tourist city of Ocho Rios. Camp Saun-
ders will run from Aug. 23 to 30
(campers arrive the afternoon/evening of
the 22nd), and will provide a well-
rounded selection of activities for
campers age 12 to 18.

Accommodations will include dor-
mitory-style living for our campers with
many activities happening on or near the
retreat grounds. Tuition prices for the
weeklong camp will be forthcoming.
Campers will fly into Montego Bay and
obtain transportation to the camp site.

For further details, contact camp
director Todd Carey at (804) 789-1653,
or by e-mail at Todd_Carey@ucg.org.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing offices

I Want to Be Part of the Brochure Display Program!
New brochures have been added to the Brochure Display Program in the United States. If

you would like to be involved in distribution in your community, just mail this coupon to John
LaBissoniere, brochure program coordinator, or e-mail him at john_labissoniere@ucg.org or
call toll-free at (888) 369-9940 Sunday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern time. 

Name_____________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address____________________________________________________________

City___________________________________________ State_____ Zip Code__________

Church Area____________________________________

Phone  (_____)__________________________________

E-mail_________________________________________

Number of Displays (4 maximum)__________________

Number of Brochures (200 maximum)_______________

Return to:
GN Brochure Program, c/o John LaBissoniere, 198 McDeerman Road, Jacksboro,TN 37757
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