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Council Prepares for Fiscal Year 2006-2007

Team Discusses Education in Cincinnati

■ Meetings help Ministerial Services team
in developing a plan of tangible
educational outcomes to be presented to
the Council of Elders in May.

The United Church of God education team met Feb. 14
and 15 to review the Church’s educational efforts over the
past 10 years. 

Attending the meetings were President Clyde Kilough
and members of the Ministerial Services administration
team: Jim Franks, operation manager; Doug Horchak;
Denny Luker; and Dave Register,director of education pro-
grams. 

Also attending were the chairmen of the education mod-
ules: John Cafourek (focused education), Larry Greider

Education team shares lighter moment; right, Don Ward addresses the group (photos by Janet Treadway)
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Web Site Traffic
Increasing

Three years ago the redesigned Unit-
ed Church of God Web site was com-
pleted and rereleased to the public. This
past January over 359,000 visitors
browsed through the UCG Web site (a 5
percent increase over last January). The
highest number of visitors in one month
is currently 372,940 from September
2005.

Over the next year we hope to contin-
ue making improvements to the UCG
Web site to benefit our regular and new
visitors. 

Traffic at www.gnmagazine.org is
now at 86,591 visitors per month, up
405 percent over a year ago! We had a
high visit count of 112,679 in August
of 2005.

Peter Eddington

Virtually Free
Subscriber
Development 
E-Mail Reaching
18,543

Since March of 2003, the U.S. Good
Newsrenewal cover wraps have asked
for subscribers’ e-mail addresses. The
goal of this is to add to the circulation of
the monthly e-letter from the president,
similar to the member updates that go to
our Church members. This is a virtually
cost-free way to reach out monthly via e-
mail to our GN readers. At present we
have more than 18,000 signed up, and
we are adding to it daily.

Our new gnmagazine.org site also has
a prominent sign-up link to encourage
more subscribers.

This is one method of subscriber

Festival Coordinators Meet to Plan 2006 Feast

■ Council approves
revamped Operation Plan
and $21.3 million budget to
be presented to the GCE.
by Don Henson

In opening comments Feb. 24 at the
Council of Elders meetings in San Anto-
nio, Texas, Chairman Robert Dick
emphasized the importance of this series
of meetings, during which the Council
prepared the Strategic Plan,annual bud-
get and Operation Plan for the 2006-

2007 fiscal year. The
General Conference of
Elders will be asked to
review and ratify those
documents at the upcom-
ing annual meeting in
Cincinnati, Ohio, in
May.

Mr. Dick emphasized
the importance and chal-
lenge of developing an
Operation Plan that
allows the use of a sys-
tematic method of assessment and
accountability. He compared this

approach to the early days of the Church
when a tabulation department was estab-

lished to track incoming mail to deter-
mine the effectiveness of specific radio
stations.

Mr. Dick introduced Clyde Kilough,
Church president, for an update on his
activities and a report on home office
efforts since the last session.

President’s Unified Report
Mr. Kilough started with a financial

update, reporting that the income con-
tinues to be strong. He said there was an
income surge at the end of 2005,and the

The Feast Coordinators Team met
Feb. 8 and 9 to assess the 2005 Feast,
and discuss plans for upcoming U.S.
Feast sites in 2006.

Doug Horchak said, “I felt these were
the best and most productive Feast meet-
ing we have had in years, as a very col-
legial atmosphere was evident among
the coordinators. Some very meaning-
ful and helpful discussion took place
between the Festival team members that
should result in improvements to keep-
ing God’s Feast at our U.S. sites.”

Some of the main things discussed in
the meetings were:

• Web-based Festival registration for
Feast advisors.

• Clarification on details and funding
of various activities.

• Possible expansion of added edu-
cational opportunities/seminars.

• Policies affecting sales and fund-
raising at the Feast sites.

• Further refinement of our Festival
Youth Instruction classes for preteens at
all sites. 

• Importance of attendee behavior
and etiquette at our services during the
Feast.

• Planning for messages and speak-
ing assignments at our Feast sites.

• Site planning and meeting space
contracting for the Feast in 2006, 2007
and beyond.

• Web sites for each Feast site, with
access to more information on housing,
activities, features and serving at the
Feast.

Steve Nutzman said, “The coordina-
tors have a good working relationship
with one another, which we all appreci-
ate. We are asked ahead of time to sug-

gest topics for the meeting so this works
well. I feel the meetings were very pro-
ductive in terms of outcomes. Now we
can begin to implement what we dis-
cussed as we move closer to yet anoth-
er inspiring Feast of Tabernacles this
fall.”

“The Festival coordinator’s confer-
ence was very beneficial in several
ways,” said Harold Rhodes. “For one,
and perhaps this is most important, it
brought us into focus once again as to
the purpose of the Feast; ‘. . . that you
may learn to fear the LORD your God
always.’

“We discussed ways we might
accomplish this mandate from God to
better serve the brethren this year in
everything we do. As Mr. Franks stated,

ABC Student
Leaders Selected

Ambassador Bible Center announced
on Feb. 16 the officers and leaders select-
ed to serve and lead the class of 2006.
After receiving input from the students
through balloting, the leaders were
selected in discussion with the ABC
administrative team.

Gary Antion announced the names of
the 2006 leadership. The officers are:
president,Chris Stewart; secretary,Lau-
ra Beth Childers; and treasurer,Eduardo
Elizondo.

The committee heads are: Social
Activities,Amanda Weitzel; Service Pro-
jects, Stephanie Healey; Music Coordi-
nators, Corbin Rose and Audry Bauer;
Message Board, Crystal Pettigrew;
Kitchen Care,Cynthia Eckman and John

Marinkov; ABC Times,Erin Roscoe;
ABC Web Page, Jason Nitzberg; and
Technical Support,A.J. Smith.

The level of respect the class has for
each other was evident in how many dif-
ferent names were put forth for the var-
ious positions by the students.

Gary E. Antion
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Robert Dick chairs the Council of Elders meeting

Officers: Laura Beth Childers, Chris
Stewart and Eduardo Elizondo (photos
by Janet Treadway; see page 2)
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ABC leaders (see article, page 1): Back, Eduardo Elizondo, A.J. Smith, Chris
Stewart, Corbin Rose, Jason Nitzberg, John Marinkov; front, Amanda Weitzel,
Laura Beth Childers, Erin Roscoe, Crystal Pettigrew and Cynthia Eckman
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development that is virtually free to us.
We continue to reach out to our readers
in new ways to encourage them to
become more involved in the work of the
Church. The GN reader e-letter update
for February 2006 was sent to 18,543
recipients.

Peter Eddington

Donors and
Coworkers Provide
11 Percent of
Income

As part of the Media and Communi-
cations Services report for the February
Council meetings, Council members
received a chart of “Donation and
Income Analysis by Source.” This is a
report first developed three years ago,
and it covered donations by source from
1996 to Feb. 6, 2006.

It’s interesting to note that over the
past eight years nonmembers provided
around 11 percent of the Church’s
income.

The donations were grouped by
which promotional piece the person first
responded to. After discounting the
“unknown” and “miscellaneous” cate-
gories,most donations came from those
who were first added to the file from a
gift subscription, followed by the Inter-
net (up from third place last year) and
then insert cards. Interestingly, those
people who first came onto our file from
a gift subscription also give the highest
average donation.

Subscribers who donate to the Church
who first came onto our file from the
Internet are also very strong contributors
in both average donation and overall
amount.

Some interesting additional informa-
tion: For 2005, nonmember subscribers
gave 1.4 percent more individual dona-
tions that totaled 10.1 percent more dol-
lars than for 2004. The average donation
was up from $95 (the average for the past
five years has been $96) to $103, which
is an encouraging trend.

Peter Eddington

Australian Web Site
Becoming Point of
First Contact

The Australian UCG Web site
(www.ucg.org.au) has been gathering
strength as a principal means of first con-
tact.

During the past year the Web site was
developed and improved to take maxi-
mum advantage of this fact,using in par-
ticular the promotional services provid-
ed by Google to advertise our magazines
and booklets. 

See “News at a Glance,” page 24
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4523573. E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

MALAWI: P.O. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi. E-
mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.O. Box
93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22,
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Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, has
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information and news about the Church, issues of The Good
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Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern
Africa Web site.
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‘We must provide the best quality pos-
sible. We want to put a program togeth-
er this year that is the best ever.’We all
realize that the success of the Feast is up
to God, but He expects us to do our part
in bringing that about. These meetings
enable the coordinators to hone the skills
God has given to us to better serve Him
and His people.”

Attendees were Doug Horchak,Fes-
tival Team coordinator; Charles
Melear, UCG conference planner/Fes-
tival meeting and housing planner; and
the 11 U.S. Festival coordinators:
Robin Webber, Mario Seiglie, Larry

Walker, Larry Neff, Steve Nutzman,
Britton Taylor, Mark Winner, Todd
Carey, David Treybig, Harold Rhodes
and Mike Blackwell. 

Tony Wasilkoff attended as Canadian
representative/guest. Other attendees
were Dave Evans, Ministerial Services
assistant; Jim Franks, Ministerial Ser-
vices operation manager; Clyde Kilo-
ugh, president; and Dave Register, edu-
cation director.

Home office employees Tom Kirk-
patrick, Richard Kennebeck, Paul
Wasilkoff and Mike Bennett also attend-
ed parts of the meetings that pertained
to their responsibilities.

Mike Bennett

Mission Statement: The mission of the Church of God is to preach the
gospel of Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God in all the world, make
disciples in all nations and care for those disciples.

(youth education) and Don Ward (min-
isterial education). 

The meetings were also attended by
Gary Antion, ABC student affairs and
admissions; David Johnson,ABC alum-
ni affairs; Ralph Levy, ABC academic
officer and registrar; Cecil Maranville,
managing editor of Ministerial Quarter-
ly; Richard Pinelli, director of ministeri-
al development; and Mark Winner,chair-
man of the Godly Leadership task force.

Mr. Kilough kicked off the meetings,
discussing recent administrative changes
in Ministerial Services and a new direc-
tion for effective educational programs.
Jim Franks reviewed the history of cur-
rent education modules, explaining the
need to appoint a person to coordinate
and streamline the entire educational
effort. 

In 1996, the Council of Elders estab-
lished four education modules (general
education, youth education, focused
education and ministerial education) and
assigned oversight to the president. The
president assigned the task to Minister-
ial Services. 

The education modules produced an
abundance of successful products,
including the Bible Study Course;the
camp program; various publications like

World News and Prophecy, Vertical
Thought and Ministerial Quarterly;
thousands of audio and video tapes on
various subjects; booklets; reprint arti-
cles; letters; Web sites; youth Bible
lessons; teen study guides; elder confer-
ences; family weekends; Ambassador
Bible Center; ABC seminars; and much
more. 

Mr. Franks also discussed the overlap
and duplication of effort between vari-
ous modules of education and the need
for someone to coordinate those efforts
more effectively. Mr. Register was
appointed to coordinate and direct these
education programs. 

Establishing “Outcomes”
Mr. Register presented an overview

of all of the output the Church has creat-
ed over the past decade and focused
everyone’s attention on the need to
establish “outcomes,” rather than just
“outputs.” Outcomes are benefits or
changes for individuals or groups dur-
ing or after participating in program
activities. Outcomes relate to behavior,
skills, knowledge, attitudes and values
learned through a program. Outcomes
should be measured and evaluated. 

Over the past decade the Church has
produced a lot of educational material
and programs. However, little has been
done to coordinate efforts or measure the

effectiveness of all that output. Mr. Reg-
ister stressed the need to begin an assess-
ment process to see where the Church
should focus attention and to put bench-
marks in place for continual improve-
ment of Church educational programs.

To assess current programs,Mr. Reg-
ister recently surveyed the church pas-
tors. He reviewed the survey results and
discussed ideas for improving and
increasing effectiveness.

Each of the module chairmen gave a
report on progress made over the past 10
years and reported on current education
projects within the various modules.

Educational Presentations
On day two, educational presenta-

tions were given by various ministers
involved in Church education. Mr. John-
son gave a presentation titled, “From
Head to Heart to Hand,” in which he
explained that the most effective learn-
ing styles are those that produce results
in the lives of the students. 

Mr. Horchak presented “Lessons
Learned in Youth Education Over the
Past Decade.” He shared with the group
a number of valuable lessons learned by
the youth education team. 

Dr. Ward covered “Learning Styles,”
relating methods of learning that are
most effective and how to best reach our
various communities within the Church.

Mr. Luker presented “How Aging
Affects Learning.” He discussed a
number of studies that reveal aging
does not have to affect learning nega-
tively if students take care of their phys-
ical, emotional and mental health as
they age. 

Mr. Greider discussed the concept of
“Outcomes,” and how the teen camp
team developed the concept of outcomes
and measurements with the help of the
American Camp Association. The teen
camp program has been one of the most
effective programs, according to the
recent pastor’s survey. 

Developing a Plan 
The meetings concluded with an

open discussion about future education
programs of the Church. Mr. Kilough
and Mr. Franks emphasized the need to
coordinate our efforts in the area of edu-
cation. In order to accomplish that goal,
our education program with its various
parts will now be coordinated through
the new position of education director.

The Ministerial Services administra-
tive team will develop a plan of tangible
outcomes over the next few months.
These outcomes will determine the
future structure of the educational efforts
of the Church. The plan will be present-
ed to the Council of Elders in May.

Dave Register

“Education,” continued from
page 1

“Feast,” continued from page 1
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by Bill Eddington

The Australian National Council
has been researching the possibility of
printing The Good News copies for
Australia, New Zealand, Papua New
Guinea and Singapore in Sydney.

The research project was initiated
by the UCGIA home office to see if
freight costs could be reduced. 

As mentioned in the December
2005 issue of United News(“Media
Area Makes Cuts to Deal With
Sharply Higher Shipping Costs,”
page 2), U.S. shipping costs to inter-
national areas have recently risen
sharply.

After favorable quotes were
obtained, the Australian National
Council suggested the South African,
Malaysian and Indonesian Good
Newscopies be included in the Aus-
tralian print run. The total circulation
of The Good Newsfor all these coun-
tries is around 35,000 per issue.

Analysis of the printing and ship-
ping quotations received shows the
home office will potentially save
US$8,400  for every issue of The
Good Newsprinted in Australia. This
is an annual cost reduction of around
US$50,000.

The Australian National Council
was able to draw on the extensive
printing and publishing experience
of Roy Hickford of the Gold Coast
congregation, and the international
shipping contacts of Sal Anastasi of
the Brisbane congregation in putting
the cost structure together.

As you can imagine, this potential
cost reduction aroused real interest
in the United States, and Media and
Communications operation manager
Peter Eddington asked if the Aus-
tralian National Council would over-
see the printing and shipping of the
magazine to the offshore locations.
The Australian National Council
readily agreed.

It was agreed that the United
Church of God in Australia will have
no technical responsibilities other
than as a liaison with the printer and
the shipping companies.

The advantages of going ahead
with this project are: the substantial
savings to UCGIA; more timely
delivery of The Good Newsto areas
in the region because shipping times
will be shortened; and the strength-
ening of the already strong Aus-
tralia/home office relationship.

Plans are to test the new arrange-
ment for a couple of issues, exclud-
ing Malaysia and Indonesia, to see
how it goes. The March/April edition
of The Good Newswill be the first
one printed and shipped under the
new arrangements.  UN

Bill Eddington is the chairman of
the Australian National Council.
This report is excerpted from the Jan-
uary-March issue of United News
Australia.

Four days of leadership training
classes were held in Cotonou, Bénin,
from Jan. 28 to 31. UCG elders
Bernard Hongerloot
and Joel Meeker held
the classes on a vari-
ety of subjects to bet-
ter equip leaders from
French-speaking
Africa for service in
local congregations.
Mr. Hongerloot’s son
Jeremy accompanied
his father at his own
expense. 

Session topics
included the importance of service,
spiritual tools for growth, our role in
the plan of God, the importance of god-
ly character in leadership, preparation
and delivery of sermonettes, leadership
traps to avoid and the organization of
Church functions in the absence of an
elder.

Attendees were Paul and Felix Tia
from Côte d’Ivoire (Ivory Coast), Kos-
si Fiaboé and Pierre Kloutsé from
Togo, Michel and Bonaventure
Ogoudélé from Bénin, Moïse Mabout
from Cameroon, and Church elder
Jean-Marie Mundeli from Rwanda.
The willingness of these men to travel
under sometimes trying circumstances
(travel between African nations can be
quite complicated) was very much
appreciated. 

Emmanuel Andang and Pierre Gou-
eth from Cameroon and Jean-Baptiste
Sibobugingo from Rwanda were also
invited but were unable to attend due to
problems obtaining passports.  

In addition to the chance to get to
know one another and to strengthen
each other through fellowship at breaks

and meal times, the participants had the
chance to go by boat to the village-on-
stilts of Ganvié in the middle of the

Cotonou Lagoon. 
Ganvié was built

hundreds of years
ago by Africans
seeking to escape
enslavement by a
neighboring tribe.
This introduction
to Africa was quite
an experience for

Mr. Hongerloot and for Jeremy.
The participants were very excited

and enthused by the conference.

Michel Ogoudélé from Bénin summed
it up by saying “this is the best leader-
ship training we have ever had—it is
so very helpful and useful to us.”

Following the conference, Mr.
Hongerloot and Jeremy returned
home, while Mr. Meeker made a brief
visit to Mr. Kaboré, our lone member
in Ougadougou, Burkina Faso. One of
Mr. Kaboré’s daughters had asked to
be baptized, so in addition to spending
a Sabbath together, he was able to help
her begin preparing for baptism.

The next trip to French-speaking
Africa is scheduled for June.

Joel Meeker

Australia to Test Printing The Good News

UCG–Isle of Man
Holds Annual
Meeting

The United Church of God in the Isle
of Man is legally required to be regis-
tered as a charity under Manx law. On
Jan. 28, following the Sabbath service,
the Annual General Meeting of
UCG–Isle of Man was held at Close
Woirrey in Ramsey.

Paul Howard (chairman) reported:
• That the brochure mailing program

had been completed.
• That there had been a mixed

response to inviting Good Newssub-
scribers to occasional services in Dou-
glas, but that the plan was to continue
with these meetings from time to time.

• That the charity was seeking an
accountant registered on the island as
opposed to using one on the U.K. main-
land.

• That there had been a proposal to
start an advertising campaign using
Manxnet, and prices for this and any
costs to UCG–British Isles were being
looked at.

David Payne (treasurer) presented the
preliminary accounts for the financial
year ending Dec. 31, 2005. These were
accepted subject to external audit. Mr.
Payne also presented the proposed bud-
get for 2006 and this was accepted.

The officers of UCG-IOM were reap-
pointed,with Paul Howard as chairman,
David Payne as treasurer and Philip Per-
ry as secretary.

Lyn Johnson reported that the contents
of the charity box came to £90,and it was
agreed that these funds should be sent to
help with the Feast in El Salvador.

• Barbara Fenney,as child protection
coordinator for UCG–British Isles, con-
firmed that Laura Payne was appointed
as the child protection officer for UCG-
IOM. She has been CRB checked and
had received the appropriate training.

Paul Howard

British Isles Gives
Circulation Report

Highlights from the report for Janu-
ary, which covers all literature distrib-
uted by UCG from Britain, include:

• 876 letters and other responses.
• 180 Good Newsrequests.
• 171 Bible Study Courserequests.
• 367 requests for 746 further items

of literature.
As of Jan. 31 there were:
• 4,052 subscribers to The Good

News, of which 3,141 are in the United
Kingdom and the Isle of Man.

• 503 students of the Bible Study
Course.

• 317 subscribers to United News.
• 600 subscribers to World News and

Prophecy.
• 244 subscribers to Vertical Thought.
Bible Study Course:A total of 1,111

students have been sent all 12 lessons;
215 have returned all 12 test cards.

The Good News:During the last few
months, the Good News subscription list
has been growing faster than
UCG–British Isles can sustain the cost.
This has come at a time when we also
have more people asking to attend
Church. The number of Sabbath meet-
ings has increased from six to 12 over the
last couple of years, with all the atten-
dant costs and manpower implications. It
is very important for us to use our
resources to support people who are
showing an interest in serving God.

New readers are now given just three
issues instead of six,and only one renew-
al offer instead of three. This means that
those that are really interested are likely
to be retained, and those who don’t
renew make room for new subscribers.

Just short of 5,700 subscribers were
added to the GN list in 2005. This is more
than double the 2,200 new readers in
2004, and is nearly four times the new
additions in 2003. The majority of these
have come from Internet advertising.

Last year UCG–British Isles posted
4,400 renewal letters and received
renewals from 35 percent. This group
includes new readers (about a quarter
wish to continue) and those who have
already renewed before (60 to 70 percent
ask to continue). Many of the requests to
receive the Bible Study Coursecome
from the renewal letter. Just short of
1,300 started the course during 2005!

Source: UCG–British Isles National
Announcements.

Kenya Camp Dates
Changed

The dates announced in the United
Youth Camps 2006magazine for the
camp in Kenya have changed. The new
dates are Dec. 11-15, 2006. “All of the
other information submitted before
remains the same,” said John Elliott,
senior pastor for East Africa.
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Seminar participants: Front row, Paul Tia, Félix Tia, Michel Ogoudélé,
Bernard Hongerloot. Back row: Joel Meeker, Pierre Kloutsé, Jean-Marie
Mundeli, Kossi Fiaboé, Bonaventure Ogoudélé, Moïse Mabout (photo by
Jeremy Hongerloot); inset, visiting Ganvié, the village on stilts (photo by
Joel Meeker)

Leadership Training Held in Bénin

New booklet, Fundamental Beliefs in
the Luo language, is welcomed by the
members of the Kosele, Kenya,
congregation. See article, February
2006 United News, page 3
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President Visits Office and Members in Italy

91 Attend Philippine GN Lectures

by Carmelo Anastasi

On Saturday, Feb. 4, the small con-
gregation in Milan welcomed UCGIA
president Clyde Kilough and his wife,
Dee, very warmly. The brethren were
inspired by Mr. Kilough’s sermon, and

they appreciated his comments about
their wholehearted efforts to forward the
mission of the Church in preaching the
gospel and being prepared as the people
of God,despite the fact that they are scat-
tered and small in number.

Before and after church services, all
the brethren had the opportunity to shake
hands and speak with the Kiloughs.
After services there was a get-together
for a meal. The next day, Sunday, was
the last day of their visit with us—a good
time to show them the old place (the

basement of my house) where the edi-
torial work was carried out for the last
10 years. They were also shown the new
open office for the Church and its edito-
rial work, which is allowing us to offer
a professional image to the general pub-

lic. This has proven to be timely, giving
the fact that we are now beginning to be
known throughout Italy.

As a matter of fact, our Church has
been recently listed among the main
Christian churches in Italy in the Ency-
clopedia of Religions in Italy(Enciclo-
pedia delle Religioni in Italia), by Mas-
simo Introvigne, director of CESNUR
(Study Center for the New Religions).
This publication has brought several
new subscribers to our magazine. 

Also, because of such widespread
publicity, a nationwide newspaper
(Libero) sent one of its journalists to ask
about our Church and our work in Italy.
He asked a number of questions, but
then published only some answers, in a
partial way, but faithfully enough not to
discredit us as a “sect” or “cult.” (Please

see a translation of the published inter-
view below.) The publication of this
interview has resulted in further positive
nationwide publicity. More and more
people are requesting our literature.

In the last 10 years we have had an
almost full editorial production, thanks
to the offerings and tithes from the local
brethren and coworkers, as well as
thanks to the financial help from the
home office, for which we are deeply
grateful.

Our main weakness is our continuous
need to finance new advertising cam-
paigns in order to acquire new sub-
scribers every year to replace those who
do not renew their subscription. Recent-
ly we have been carrying out an experi-
ment by advertising our magazine and
some of our booklets via the Internet,

through Google. This is not yet as pop-
ular in Italy as it is in the United States
or in the rest of Europe,but it is bringing
some new subscribers—an average of
five every day! However, even Internet
ad campaigns have their costs.

Regardless of how scattered and small
we are in Italy, we feel it is our respon-
sibility to proclaim the true gospel in our
beloved country. 

We do hope more brethren will attend
the Feast in Italy this year, as prices are
really economical and the site has been
appreciated very much by all the
brethren.

The members of the Italian National
Council and all the brethren in Italy
pray for the progress of the Church in
all nations and send their love to all of
you.  UN

by Daniel Roy G. Macaraeg

On Jan. 17, the Church in the Philip-
pines experimented by sending out
1,783 letters to all our Good Newssub-
scribers within about four hours travel
time of Davao City. About two thirds of
those subscribers (about 1,200) live
within the Davao City area. However,on
the first lecture in particular, there were
even a few who came from remote loca-
tions—which shows their dedication in
spite of the great distance, expense and
bad weather.

The lectures are being held every Sab-
bath morning from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. at
the Department of Education’s RELC-
XI compound, where the Davao City
congregation also meets every Sabbath.
From the time the invitation letters were
mailed to the time just prior to the first
lecture,over a hundred responded by text
messaging to reserve their copy of the
booklet,Jesus Christ:The Real Story(as
instructed in the invitation letter).

The first lecture was introduced by a
PowerPoint presentation titled: “Is There
a Universal Religious Deception?”This
was followed by the main presentation
titled: “The Real Jesus:The Differences
Between the Traditional Christ and the
Real Biblical Christ.” The subtopics
included the following aspects of
Christ’s life:

• Birth: Was He Born Dec. 25?
• Mother:A Perpetual Virgin?
• Image: Did He Have Long Hair?
• Lifestyle: Was He a Vagabond?
• Teachings: Did He Come to Abol-

ish His Father’s Laws?
The weather this year has been unusu-

al, with rain in the dry season. On the

morning of the first lecture, it was rain-
ing until a few minutes before the lecture
started,hampering many from attending
that day.

But in spite of the rain, we still had 62
new people who attended. Many of the
brethren—especially the youths—got
involved in ushering, manning the liter-
ature display table and serving snacks.

There were two people in the audi-
ence who had the opportunity to work in
the Middle East and corroborated facts in
the first presentation. 

One was a lady who worked in Syria
for about 25 years and is now married to
an Arab. She extensively corroborated
during the break much of what was said.
She agreed that it was impossible for the
shepherds to be out in the field at night
in the middle of December because not
only is there some regular snow on the
ground, but it is the rainy season—not
only with ice-cold rain,but accompanied
sometimes with hailstorms with ice as
big as golf balls! That area of the Middle
East becomes cold such that they start
turning on their home heaters by early
November. 

Also, during winter, the skies are
mostly overcast—so how can the wise
men from the East study the heavenly
bodies and follow the star leading to
Bethlehem? In the lecture, it was men-
tioned that the most probable month of
Christ’s birth was the seventh Hebrew
month called “Tishri.” Able to speak
Arabic,she said the word “Tishri” is very
common because even in most parts of
the Arab world, it is still the designation
for the seventh month! And that is when

Carmelo Anastasi, Clyde Kilough and Angelo Di Vita (elder serving in
Sicily) hold copies of the Italian Good News in the new Church office

United Featured in Newspaper Series on Religions in Italy
Carmelo Anastasi was interviewed by journalist Steno Sari, on behalf of Libero,a nationwide newspaper in Italy. The

interview titled “The United Church of God: The Christians Who Rest on the Sabbath and Don’t Eat Pork” was published
on page 14, Wednesday, Feb. 8, 2006. Here is a translation:

Who Are They
The United Church of God–Italy was born in 1996, from a series of fragmentations of the Worldwide Church of God

which were caused, in 1995, by the change in the doctrinal orientation of Herbert Armstrong’s successors, following his
death in 1986.

How Do They Preach the Gospel
The United Church of God preaches by distributing for free the bimonthly publication La Buona Notizia,whose maxi-

mum national distribution is approximately 7,000 copies. At the international level, this movement has approximately 22,000
supporters, a few hundred of whom are in Italy.

The pastor Carmelo Anastasi welcomes me in the editorial offices of the magazine La Buona Notizia. He first checks my
credentials and asks about the inquiry that Libero is currently doing on the various religious movements present throughout
our national territory. 

“Unfortunately certain reporters,” explains Anastasi, “are only looking for negative issues in order to misrepresent the
minorities and depict them as ‘sects.’This search for the sensational and the eccentric is a real disservice to the truth. And I
do speak from experience since for several years I was the managing director of the Italian edition of the magazine The Plain
Truth(La Pura Verità).”

After explaining to him that I am a sociologist and that the purpose of the inquiry is to inform the public about little-known
religious organizations,allowing the leaders representing them to speak out,he gladly accepts the opportunity to answer my
questions.

Can you give us a brief account of your history?
The United Church of God traces its origins to the Sabbatarian and millenarian Christianity of the first century, whose

movement managed to survive the persecutions of the Middle Ages. Starting in the 15th century, the movement reflourished
as a result of the migrations to America, and spread throughout the world thanks to the preaching of William Miller (1782-
1849), followed by Gilbert Cranmer (1814-1904) and the Worldwide Church of God of Herbert W. Armstrong until 1995. 

That year,Armstrong’s successors (Armstrong died in 1986) started to betray the Church’s spiritual heritage . . . This result-
ed in a series of painful schisms and fragmentation of the Church throughout the world. But in 1995, an ecclesiastic reor-
ganization occurred at the international level. In Italy, some Italian brethren found out about the rebirth of the Church
(UCGIA) in the United States, and decided to incorporate in Italy the United Church of God as well as to operate in associ-
ation with the UCGIA.

What is your relationship with the Worldwide Church of God?
We try to live in peace with everyone and leave the judging to God.
What do you think about Herbert Armstrong?
He did make some mistakes, as all men do. Nonetheless, he was a great preacher, a man of God. We would like to point

out, however, that our main reference is Jesus Christ, not Armstrong. 
What do your teachings and principles consist of?
What distinguishes us is the observance of the biblical feasts and, most importantly, the original Ten Commandments,

which include the sanctification of Saturday as the seventh day of weekly rest and the prohibition to worship images and
sculptures. We believe that faith without obedience is not true faith. You can learn more about our teachings on our Web site. 

What kind of activities do you carry out?
We contribute to the peaceful spreading of the gospel of Jesus Christ through the publication of our free periodical La Buona

Notiziaand of other pamphlets, as well as through seminars, national conventions, charitable and educational activities.
Do you have any particular prohibitions?
The Bible forbids the meat of some animals (such as mice, snakes, rabbits, horses, pigs, etc.) as well as the blood of all

animals, as they are not suitable to man’s health if eaten. The same holds true for sexual acts against nature, which are
responsible for the transmission of venereal diseases. 

How do you view the other churches?
In spite of their historical errors, they have all contributed to Western civilization—especially the churches of the found-

ing fathers of the American Constitution.
Then you are in favor of ecumenism?
We do not believe in compromises. Plus, history teaches us that man’s religious monopoly tends to suppress and persecute

those minorities who live their Christianity in a different way. The supreme good is the biblical truth,and not unity at all costs.
We prefer tolerance and peaceful coexistence among the various religions. This is the true love preached by Jesus Christ. See “Philippines,” page 18
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“Appreciate Your Under-
standing of the Scriptures”

I’m not a member of your congrega-
tion (or any congregation for that mat-
ter),but I do believe in God and the Lord
Jesus Christ. I frequent your site from
time to time and appreciate your under-
standing of the Scriptures much more
than I do all these traditional churches. 

Internet

Spread the Gospel
I just wanted to say thank you for your

magazine and Web site. It’s good to see
a church out there that is not constantly
soliciting donations and wants to spread
the gospel. I look forward to your publi-
cations as they help me to share my faith.

Internet

Hindu by Birth, but
Christian by Heart

I take this moment to thank you from
the depth of my heart for subscribing me
[to receive] your valued, enlightening
and  soul-providing literature on the
Holy Bible.

I am a Hindu by birth but, as I was
taught in various missionary schools
throughout my career, I feel as though I
have  become a Christian by heart.

I had lots of queries on Christianity in
general and specific as well, and all
seems to get clarified as I read your jour-
nals on allied topics.

I have gone through all three lessons
of the Bible Study Courseand wish to
continue the same. I shall be obliged if
you please continue sending me the fur-

ther lessons on Bible study. I am show-
ing all the literature to my friends, who
will be shortly contacting you for their
enlightenment also.

India

Minister’s Number
Thank you so very much [for the local

pastor’s phone number]! It has been very
hard to go without a church family this
last year, but thanks to your Good News
magazine and other study guides, we
have grown to love you guys for spread-
ing Jesus’ TRUE message and not the
diluted and compromised teachings cur-
rently being taught by so many Christian
churches today. I thank you so much for
your bravery in confronting these issues.
Our family obviously tried to bring forth

the scriptures to our former church fam-
ily that clearly stated Jesus’and the Old
Testaments’commands regarding pagan
holidays, Sabbath worship, etc., and we
were excommunicated for that.  But the
Lord said to remember that they hated
Him first and that we would be perse-
cuted for spreading His true message. I
guess I just didn’t think it would be from
other Christians!

You take care and please share with
everyone in your ministry that our fam-
ily of three is utilizing The Good News
magazine as a tool to teach others. So
far,my husband has 22 men in his study
group and your magazine has been so
helpful. God bless you and thank you so
much for your assistance. 

Where is this pastor located? I

don’t recognize the area code.
California

Multiple Copies for Medical
Office

We are a medical office in a mall loca-
tion. We would like to obtain 20 copies
of Are We Living in the Time of the End?
to distribute to the public.

Ontario

Letters

Letters may be edited for length
and clarity. Comments and sugges-
tions to improve United Newsare
welcome. Please let us know if you
would like your name printed. Mail
to: United News,P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, or e-
mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

pace of income continues to be ahead of
the current budget. Based on the strength
of the income for 2005-2006, the pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 2006-2007
shows a larger increase than in the past
few years.

For highlights of the Media and Com-
munications Services report, see “News
at a Glance,” starting on page 1.

Jim Franks, Ministerial Services
operation manager, reported on recent
activities and plans. Mr. Franks stated
that Ministerial Quarterlywill become
an electronic publication, continuing to
provide journal-style articles as well as
news and announcements relating to the
field ministry. The plans are for an elec-
tronic version to be sent monthly, instead
of a printed quarterly issue being mailed
to each elder. 

Ministerial Services has begun
working more closely with and coordi-
nating the efforts of the senior pastors
serving congregations in Africa. Mr.
Franks is also working with Richard
Pinelli as he moves into his new posi-
tion of coordinator for ministerial
development. Dave Register assists Mr.
Franks as the director of education pro-
grams. Dave Johnson also now works
in the Ministerial Services area, as well
as serving as an Ambassador Bible
Center instructor.

Review of Proposed Budget
for 2006-2007

Mr. Dick introduced Tom Kirk-
patrick, Administrative Services opera-
tion manager and Church treasurer, to
lead the Council in discussion of the pro-
posed budget for 2006-2007.

Dr. Kirkpatrick began by stating that
the year-to-date income for the current
fiscal year is encouraging, running
slightly ahead of what had been budget-
ed for income and, with just one or two
exceptions, right on target for expenses,
as well. Expenses that are somewhat
over budget are due to the change in
administration and relocations. Overall,
he said that the finances are in good con-
dition and he anticipates finishing this
fiscal year 1 or 2 percent ahead of the
budget.

Dr. Kirkpatrick commented that he

had already sent the proposed budget to
the Council, allowing them time to
review it prior to these meetings. He
summarized his general approach to
developing a budget, noting that the
coming year will continue to emphasize
the efficient use of the financial

resources God makes available to the
Church. 

As in previous years, this budget is
characterized by stable, modest growth
in income and conservative budgeting
and spending. He stated that the Church
has experienced income growth of 2 to
4 percent per year for the last few years
and will continue to plan and budget
within the limits of what God provides.
Working within an environment of a 2 to
4 percent income growth requires that
we decide which activities and expendi-
tures are most important to our mission.

Based on current and anticipated
income trends, Dr. Kirkpatrick present-
ed the Council a proposed budget of
$21.3 million for fiscal year 2006-2007,
a 4.9 percent increase over the current
fiscal year. 

Review of Strategic Plan
Sunday, Feb. 26, Aaron Dean, chair-

man of the Strategic Planning and
Finance Committee, distributed copies
of the proposed Strategic Plan for the
2006-2007 fiscal year. The Council
reviewed the entire document. Edits
were suggested to reflect the ongoing
status of some of the strategies and clar-
ify or strengthen the wording in others.

Mr. Dean suggested that the Strategic

Plan would be a more useful tool in the
development of the Operation Plan and
budget if it were considered earlier in the
planning cycle. Mr. Dick concurred,say-
ing that the Council is still working with
the same basic Strategic Plan developed
some 10 years ago, tweaking aspects of

it each year. He commented that in
a corporate setting a Strategic Plan
has a three-year lifetime. Mr. Dick
urged a complete revamp of the
Strategic Plan, identifying key
issues the Church will deal with between
now and 2010.

Victor Kubik suggested presenting a
Strategic Plan that would emphasize
more of an urgency and excitement
about what the Church wants to accom-
plish. Larry Salyer pointed out that the
Strategic Plan is a bridge between gov-
ernance and administration—it com-
municates to the administration what the
Council wants to be done. But he also
emphasized that it should not be too
detailed so that it not become a micro-
management tool.  

Mr. Dean concluded the discussion by
suggesting that the Council approve the
Strategic Plan as proposed and edited for
the upcoming fiscal year and remand
responsibility to the Strategic Planning
and Finance Committee to develop next
year’s plan earlier in the cycle and look
into presenting it in a different format.

Review of Operation Plan
Mr. Dick opened the discussion of the

Operation Plan by reminding the Coun-
cil of their commitment to the General

Conference last August to present them
with an Operation Plan that included
specifics by which results can be mea-
sured. 

Mr. Dick cited the parable of the
pounds, which illustrates the principle
of using available resources to produce
results. The Operation Plan is the admin-
istration’s vehicle for communicating to
the Council and the General Conference
what accomplishments are planned.

Mr. Kilough then took charge of the
meeting to guide the Council through
the draft of the Operation Plan. He also
emphasized the spiritual principle of
self-evaluation to assess our own per-

sonal growth. In a similar way, evaluat-
ing and assessing the results of the
Church’s efforts to preach the gospel
will help the Church be more effective.

Mr. Dick commented that in dealing
with changes to the planning effort, the
Council is addressing multiple major
shifts simultaneously, and it will take
two or three years to complete the tran-
sition. He suggested that the first step for
this year’s Operation Plan be that each
project include a description of who is
going to do the task, what they will do,
who it will serve and when it will be
completed. Ongoing tasks that do not
have a timeline for completion should
be described separately.

Monday, Feb. 27, Mr. Dick and Ken
Giese, chairman of the General Confer-
ence of Elders advisory team, walked
the Council through the proposed sched-
ule for the business and fellowship activ-
ities for the annual meeting of the Gen-
eral Conference of Elders in May. The
Council also assigned speakers for the
Sabbath service on May 6,as well as the
presenters for the seminars to be con-

ducted on Monday, May 8.
At the end of the afternoon Mr. Giese,

also a member of the Conferencing Task
Force, reviewed with the Council some
of the conclusions of their recent report.

Mr. Giese shared with the Council the
task force’s summary of observations
regarding the annual meeting of the
GCE and their suggested options regard-
ing the annual GCE meeting. Council
discussion primarily focused on two
subjects:

• Attendance by salaried and non-
salaried elders—approximately 50 per-
cent of the elders attend.

• The inclusion of seminars for min-
isterial education along with the busi-
ness meeting, which is required by the
Constitution and Bylaws. 

Jim Franks acknowledged that the
Council will not be able to do so today,
but needs to resolve both the education
coordination and funding issues. 

Tuesday, Feb. 28, much of the day
was spent in executive and closed ses-
sions. During the open session the
Council completed its review of the
Operation Plan, discussed the future of
the Anchor publication and considered
the proposed outline for the sermon
video for the 2006 Feast of Tabernacles.

Mr. Kilough presented a resolution,
calling on Ministerial Services and the
director of education to consider how
Anchor can fit into the master plan for
education, in conjunction with all areas
that are included in the area of “focused
education.”The resolution passed by an
11-0 vote (Richard Thompson was not
present).

The final matter of open session busi-
ness was the discussion and approval of
the outline for the video sermon for the
2006 Feast of Tabernacles, titled “Life
Anew in a New Land.” The setting will
be Australia and New Zealand, drawing
on an analogy between the coming new
civilization of God on earth,and the new
civilization that early Australians forged
as they sought to build a new country.

The Council resolution to approve the
outline and proceed with production
passed by a vote of 11-0. The Council
also approved the Strategic Plan, Oper-
ation Plan and budget before adjourning
March 1. For full Council reports, see
www.ucg.org/about/council/updates.htm.

The Council took time out for a boat tour in the famous River Walk
area of San Antonio, Texas (photos by Peter Eddington)

“Council,” continued from page 1
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“Hidden” Lessons of the
First Passover 

As we approach God’s Passover each year, it is
beneficial to review Israel’s first Passover, where
we see very meaningful lessons for us.

Without Blemish: The Israelites had to choose
a lamb without blemish, meaning without spot,
undefiled and perfect (Exodus
12:5). This lamb represented the
future sacrifice of Christ,who was
perfect, without spot or blemish,
particularly in the spiritual sense.
Thus He was a perfect sacrifice for
mankind’s sins.  

This is made clear in 1 Peter
1:18-19: “Knowing that you were
not redeemed with corruptible
things, like silver or gold, from
your aimless conduct received by
tradition from your fathers, but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and
without spot.”

The male lamb also had to be in his first year.
This is the lamb’s prime time of life.  We see that
Christ Himself died at age 33 in His prime—an
innocent sacrifice given at a time when human life
is at its best.

Not Trampled Underfoot: The blood of the
lamb then had to be applied strictly and carefully to
both sides of the door frame and the upper cross-
beam (Exodus 12:7). The Israelites of the Exodus
did not apply the blood to the bottom of the door-
way.

The blood symbolized the blood of Jesus Christ
and they could not “trample”over it. This is empha-
sized on a spiritual plane in Hebrews 10: 28-29:
“Anyone who has rejected Moses’law dies without
mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses.
Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose,

will he be thought worthy who has trampled the
Son of God underfoot . . .?”

Within the House: Israel had to eat the lamb
within their homes, with the blood applied to their
doorways. In the home, they were protected from
death.

Likewise, those within the House of God—His
Temple and His Church, which includes all who
have the Holy Spirit—will be protected from the
second death. If we continue in the faith and are led
by the Holy Spirit, then Christ’s sacrifice will enable
us to receive the gift of everlasting life.

Roasted, With Unleavened Bread and Bitter
Herbs: They could eat the lamb only after it was
roasted by fire, accompanied by unleavened bread
and bitter herbs (Exodus 12:8).

The roasting by fire symbolized Christ giving all
of Himself for man. 

It was eaten with unleavened bread
because Christ was perfect and sinless; thus
the bread had to be unleavened (symboli-
cally without sin).

The bitter herbs reminded Israel how they
suffered in slavery in Egypt. Their bondage
was indeed bitter, but it also pointed to the
“bondage of sin,” which they were leaving
and which we came out of and are to stay out
of.

A Total Sacrifice: The “roasting with
fire” pertained to all parts of the lamb—internal
organs, bowels—all (Exodus 12:9). This pictured
the total and complete sacrifice of Christ.

The lamb was to be completely consumed. Any
uneaten part was totally burnt with fire. No part of
the lamb could thus be subject to decay or corrup-
tion, just as Christ’s body was not to be corrupted
(Acts 13:36-37). 

Prepared to Leave:The Israelites had to be ful-
ly prepared to leave Egypt and the only world they
had known (Exodus 12:11). They would now have
to look to God and live by His laws and not look
back at Egypt. For us, the meaning is clear—come
out of this world and never look back.

That first Passover contains powerful lessons for
us. Today, the symbols of Passover are changed,
but the lessons of the first Passover give us greater
meaning and appreciation of the greatness of
Christ’s sacrifice for us,as well as for many billions
who never knew Him and will not until the Mil-

lennium and Last Great Day are fulfilled.
These are symbolic lessons for what God still

requires of His people today. God truly is the same,
yesterday, today and forever.

Joseph Sheperd
Elder in the Vancouver Island, British Columbia,

congregation

Keep Praying!
Nearly 30 years ago, I experienced one of my

life’s outstanding answers to prayer. Because of
recent reminders about the
dangerous world we live in, I
share this story to inspire our
younger readers: When
potential harm looms, obey
God and keep praying!

As a high school senior, I
had recently been baptized.
One morning, outside the
library, two bullies tried to
steal my belongings. I man-
aged to slip away. Although
the boys followed me inside,
I found the librarian. She
allowed me sanctuary in a
small study room, but she also reminded me to
leave when the class bell sounded. 

So I entered the room and closed the door. The
boys glared through the windows. Turning the
lights off, I dropped to my knees and asked God for
protection. 

When the bell clanged, I knew I had to obey the
librarian. The boys were staring right at me. Yes, I
was afraid. But I asked another silent prayer and
opened the door. They looked at me; I looked back.
Then I left. Thankfully, they did not follow, and I

attended classes without further incident.
Next day, those same boys stopped me in the

hallway. One of them sneeringly accused me of
being a chicken, asking why I hid in the library all
day! I was dumbfounded! After all, both of them
watched me walk out right in front of them. Neither
ever bothered me again.

Nearly three decades later, even in writing this, I
still smile and shake my head in disbelief! I knew
then and now God heard my prayer and miracu-
lously protected me. But perhaps here is the real
lesson: God can and will protect us from the ulti-
mate bully—Satan the devil—but only if we do our

part.
From Genesis to Revelation, Satan has

always bullied God’s people, young and
old alike. Adam and Eve were bullied.
They disobeyed and failed. Our unsafe
world is the result. But you and I can be
like the second Adam, Jesus Christ (1
Corinthians 15:45). We can choose to
obey. 

God tells us: “Therefore submit to God.
Resist the devil and he will flee from you”
(James 4:7).

Until Jesus Christ returns, God will
allow Satan to bully us. But God is still on
His throne. He will use Satan’s bullying

for our ultimate good. When danger looms,
remember: Obey God . . . and keep praying!

John Fox
Salt Lake City, Utah, congregation

For Such a Time as This
“Do not think that because you are in the king’s

house you alone of all the Jews will escape. For if
you remain silent at this time, relief and deliverance
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Quiz: Who’s My Mother?
Mothers in the Bible are a varied lot. Some are powerless, some crafty, some faith-

ful and some ambitious. Try your skill at identifying the mothers of the following:
1. _______ My mother, an Egyptian slave, belonged to the wife of a wealthy man

who was barren. Mother was given to the master in hopes she would give them a
child—an action not uncommon for the times in which we lived. When my mother
became pregnant, her jealous mistress treated her so harshly that she fled. The Angel
of the Lord sent her back with promises that she would have a son and eventually
many descendants. I was that son. When a miracle happened,and her elderly mistress
finally had a son, things went from bad to worse for us both. We were sent into the
wilderness to die. God heard my voice, we survived and lived to have many descen-
dants, just as He had promised. 

2. _______ My mother had several things against her: she was a gentile; she was a
woman; and she had a daughter who was demon-possessed—me. Desperate,my moth-
er went to Jesus, asking for mercy and to have the awful demon cast out. He didn’t
answer her at first. Then He explained He had been sent to Israel, not to gentiles. Insis-
tently she pleaded,“Lord,help me.”His reply? “It is not good to take the children’s bread
and throw it to the little dogs.”Her response? “Even the little dogs eat the crumbs which
fall from their masters’table.” Because of her faith, I was healed that very hour. 

3. _______ Our mother was caught in a web of political intrigue. She was the king’s
concubine, powerless in her own affairs, and this king brought her nothing but trou-
ble. First his trusted advisor was accused of having slept with her, signaling a possi-
ble attempt to usurp the throne. And the king had long been violating an agreement
made with the Gibeonites,a violation that finally had to be addressed. Reparation was
made by hanging seven of the now deposed king’s descendants—including my broth-
er and me. Our mother refused to leave us to the mercy of wild scavengers, and she
stayed there guarding our bodies for over five months until King David heard of it and
had compassion. We received a proper burial by his command. 

4. _______ My mother was ambitious, greedy and an adulteress. She married her
uncle, Philip, my father. Then she got an eye for my father’s brother. Insisting that he
divorce his wife, she also divorced my father, and they married. When John the Bap-
tist said it was not lawful for him to take his brother’s wife, my mother wanted John
dead. Her opportunity came when I danced at her husband’s birthday celebration,and
so caught his attention that he promised me whatever I asked for. Mother gave me the
answer—demand the head of John the Baptist on a platter. She got what she wanted
and our deed has been remembered in infamy. 

Karen Meeker
St. Louis, Missouri, congregation

Answers:1. c (Genesis 16 and 21:9-21); 2. b (Matthew 15:21-28); 3. d (2 Samuel
3:7-11; 21:1-14); 4. a (Mark 6:14-28).

Turning the Hearts . . .
Dinnertime!

“The family that prays together, stays together” is an adage that has long been
echoed about families who are successful. I’d like to do a slight variation and say,
“The family that eats together, meets together.”

In our busy, pell-mell world, it is very easy to miss each other in our families.
We rush out the door after a swig of orange juice with a piece of toast in one hand
and a to-go cup of coffee in the other. The children hastily eat their packaged waf-
fles or a granola bar and possibly juice, and they are off to school. Mom may eat
alone if she is a stay-at-home mom. And so the morning goes with little contact for the family.

Lunchtime is usually spent separately with packed or cafeteria lunches. Dinnertime, then, affords
the one major opportunity to interact with one another as a family. Yet many still grab a TV dinner and
sit in front of the television or go to their rooms to do their “own thing.” Our “instant this” and “instant
that” should give us more time, but we actually end up spending less time with each other.

I took a survey in the 1990s of college-age students about what they remembered positively about
their growing up experiences in the Church. Overwhelmingly, they responded that Friday evening din-
ners were so special because of the extra care given to the meal and the time spent together.

The Bible gives us a few examples to add emphasis to my point that we ought to make time to at least
be together at the evening meal. Jesus was able to use mealtime to offer instruction to Martha and Mary.
The only problem was Martha became too bothered with the physical preparation. Nevertheless, the time
spent over a meal allowed some very important discussions to take place (Luke 10:38-42). 

Deuteronomy 6:7 instructs us to teach our children when “you sit in your house, when you walk by
the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.” The sitting part would certainly include dinner-
time! Regarding the Passover observance in Exodus 12:3-8, 26-27, the Israelites were to have a meal
and then the children would ask what the meaning was and the parents would explain the Passover.

Dinnertime can be a relaxing, enjoyable time to spend with each other. Because it is relaxing, fam-
ily members may feel free to share with each other what’s been going on in their lives. Regular meals
together allow for the free exchange of ideas and issues of concern.

Please apply the adage, “the family that eats together, meets together,” and see the difference it
makes in the quality of your family. 

Gary E. Antion

(a) Herodias

(b) The Syro-
Phoenician
Woman

(c) Hagar

(d) Rizpah



United Church of God, an International Association UnitedNews March/April 2006 7

for the Jews will arise from another place, but you
and your father’s family will perish. And who
knows but that you have come to royal position for
such a time as this?” (Esther 4:13-14, New Inter-
national Version).

This was the reply that Mordecai made to Esther
after she told him that she could not go before the
king and risk her life. We find as we read the story
of Esther that she did, in fact, go before the king
and, by doing this, saved her people from annihila-
tion.

Do we often wonder, “Why am I here?” In the
face of a trial, do we ask God, “Why is this hap-
pening to me?” Many times we look back at our
life’s experiences or events and can see how God
worked in our lives to bring about what He wanted
for us. But while it is happening, it sure is difficult
to see what God has in mind, isn’t it? 

Like Esther, we might say, “I can’t do that.” Or,
“That’s just too hard.” Yet we read in Philippians
4:13, “I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.” It doesn’t say a few things, or the
easy things, but all things. How hard it is for us to
understand the deep meaning of this scripture. 

Jesus said in Matthew 19:26, “With man this is
impossible, but with God all things are possible.”
Esther, like many others before and since, stepped
out on faith. God used each of them for His ulti-
mate purpose. 

It makes you wonder about the small things that
happen to us each day. Maybe God has some big
things in store for us too. So the next time you find
yourself in a situation you can’t see out of, or a tri-
al you can’t seem to get over,or you wonder, “What
is my purpose in this life”? Remember the words
of Mordecai: “And who knows but that you have
come . . . for such a time as this.”

Debra Doss
Chattanooga, Tennessee, congregation

Choose Your Friends
Wisely

Many of us are concerned about what we
put into our bodies to preserve our health.
Some of us are also careful to guard our
minds by examining the things we read,
watch or listen to so we can protect our men-
tal health. But have we considered the effect
of the people we associate with? 

In the book Who’s Looking Out for You?
Bill O’Reilly talks about the type of friends
we choose. “In the end,you are not what you
eat. Rather, you are whom you associate
with. If you run with the despicable people,
the heavy odds are that you are despicable
as well.” His comment backs up the age-old
saying, “birds of a feather flock together.”

The book of Proverbs talks a lot about friend-
ships,wisdom and the need to be around those who
will help us to grow in wisdom. 

We have two choices. One is to walk with the
fools and be destroyed,and the other is to walk with
the wise and grow. “He who walks with the wise
grows wise,but a companion of fools suffers harm”
(Proverbs 13:20, New International Version).

Seek out those who are wise and experienced
and associate with them. Spend time with those
who can challenge you to be all that you can be.
Bill O’Reilly says, “If you embrace honest, caring,
and strong people, I can almost guarantee that you
will have accomplished many positive things on
this earth. George Washington once said, ‘Associ-
ate yourself with men of quality if you esteem your
own reputation, for ’tis better to be alone than in
bad company’” (page 30).

Ask God to bring people into your life who are
wise, caring, experienced and honest. Ask God to
give you a mentor who will help you to excel to
your highest level for God’s use. Remember, we
are known by the company we keep. Do you want

to stay the same or be challenged to be all that you
can be? For me, the greatest opportunity I have had
was to surround myself with friends who motivate,
challenge and encourage me to be the best that I
can be.

In order to grow, we must choose our friends
wisely—friends who will lift us to new heights and
not bring us down.

Janet Treadway
Cincinnati East, Ohio, congregation

Yearning to Breathe Free
The skies were ashen-gray. A tempestuous gale

hurled 40-foot waves with hurricane force toward
the ship and came crashing down upon its decks. It
was in April of 1957. We were navigating the mid-
Atlantic in a cruise ship with nearly 2,000 passen-
gers aboard—on our way to the land of the free.

A day and a night later the storm faded away,
leaving behind a bewildered and seasick bunch of
travelers. Unfortunately, the seasickness didn’t
leave as quickly. Another week aboard ship with no
solid ground to escape to! However, it was all worth
it in order to reach that distant shore with liberty
and justice for all . . .

Seven years later, I found myself on yet another
voyage that led to true freedom indeed. The last 40
years, in the fellowship of true believers of God’s
Word, have not been without peril. However, that
promised land of true freedom is still very much in
my vision, just beyond the horizon.

Are you also yearning to breathe free?Are your
sights set on the goal—even beyond this life?
“These all died in faith, not having received the
promises, but having seen them afar offwere
assured of them,embraced them and confessed that
they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For

those who say such things declare
plainly that they seek a homeland”
(Hebrews 11:13-14). “But now
having been set free from sin,and
having become slaves of God, you
have your fruit to holiness, and the
end, everlasting life” (Romans
6:22).

Now is the time to yearn forthis
freedom more than ever: “And do
this, knowing the time, that now it
is high time to awake out of sleep;
for now our salvation is nearer than
when we first believed. The night is
far spent, the day is at hand. There-
fore let us cast off the works of
darkness, and let us put on the
armor of light” (Romans 13:11-12). 

Manfred Fraund
Los Angeles, California, con-

gregation

Pillars of Wisdom: The
Rewards of Hard Work

One Friday a young man named Herb,who was
attending Stanford University,applied for employ-
ment at a company and was told that the only job
available was that of a stenographer. The young
man enthusiastically accepted the position, but
informed the employer that he couldn’t start until
Wednesday. 

When he showed up Wednesday morning, the
employer asked Herb why he had waited until
Wednesday to start. Herbert Hoover,a future pres-
ident of the United States, replied, “I had to find a
typewriter and learn how to use it.”

Herbert Hoover once said, “No difficult or sim-
ple job ever gets done until someone decides right
now to do what it takes to get the job done. Unfor-
tunately, too many people stand by ready to carry
the stool when there is a piano to be moved.”

The book of Proverbs is filled with sayings that
tell us working hard and doing a job well will lead
to rewards while laziness reaps sorrow and pover-
ty. Translators of the King James Version used two
words, “slothful” and “sluggard,” in creating the
English Bible. Both words mean slow-moving
and lazy.  

Points to Build On
Hard work produces wealth while laziness

leads to poverty. 
Proverbs 10:4-5: “He who has a slack hand

becomes poor, but the hand of the diligent makes
rich. He who gathers in sum-
mer is a wise son; he who
sleeps in harvest is a son who
causes shame.”

Proverbs 12:27: “The lazy
man does not roast what he
took in hunting, but diligence
is man’s precious posses-
sion.”

Proverbs 13:4: “The soul of
a lazy man desires, and has
nothing; but the soul of the
diligent shall be made rich.”

Proverbs 24:30-34: “I went
by the field of the lazy man,
and by the vineyard of the
man devoid of understanding;
and there it was,all overgrown with thorns; its sur-
face was covered with nettles; its stone wall was
broken down. When I saw it, I considered it well;
I looked on it and received instruction: A little
sleep, a little slumber, a little folding of the hands
to rest; so shall your poverty come like a prowler,
and your need like an armed man.”

A lazy person is a curse to his or her employer
and won’t be able to keep a job. 

Proverbs 10:26: “As vinegar to the teeth and
smoke to the eyes, so is the lazy man to those who
send him.”

A person who only wants to have fun all the time
will end up in poverty. 

Proverbs 12:11: “He who tills his land will be
satisfied with bread, but he who follows frivolity
is devoid of understanding.”

Proverbs 21:17: “He who loves pleasure will
be a poor man; he who loves wine and oil will not
be rich.”

A person who talks all the time instead of work-
ing will end up in poverty.

Proverbs 14:23: “In all labor there is profit, but
idle chatter leads to poverty.”

Laziness leads to a restricted life without oppor-
tunities. 

Proverbs 15:19: “The way of a lazy man is like
a hedge of thorns, but the way of the upright is a
highway.”

Proverbs 18:9: “He who is slothful in his work
is a brother to him who is a great destroyer.”

Proverbs 19:15: “Laziness casts one into a deep
sleep, and an idle person will suffer hunger.”

Proverbs 19:24: “A lazy man buries his hand in
the bowl, and will not so much as bring it to his
mouth again.”

Proverbs 20:4: “The lazy man will not plow
because of winter; he will beg during harvest and
have nothing.”

Proverbs 20:13: “Do not
love sleep, lest you come to
poverty; open your eyes,and
you will be satisfied with
bread.”

A hard worker plans for
the future, while a lazy per-
son schemes to find ways to
get rich quickly.  

Proverbs 21:5: “The plans
of the diligent lead surely to
plenty,but those of everyone
who is hasty, surely to pover-
ty.”

A hard worker will be
generous, while a lazy per-
son will be filled with unhap-

py desires for what others possess. 
Proverbs 21:25-26: “The desire of the lazy man

kills him, for his hands refuse to labor. He covets
greedily all day long, but the righteous gives and
does not spare.”

A lazy person always makes excuses.
Proverbs 22:13: “The lazy man says, ‘There is

a lion outside! I shall be slain in the streets.’”

Application
All success in life takes preparation, work and

sacrifice. Of course,most people want the rewards
without the effort.

Gary Petty
Pastor of Austin, San Antonio and Waco,

Texas, congregations

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you
would like to share in this section? Or if you have
any suggestions,please contact United News,P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 or
mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Question and Answer:
If the Holy Spirit Isn’t a Person, Why Do So
Many People Believe It Is?

How is it possible that so many have embraced an inaccurate idea about the nature of the Holy Spir-
it? The following information taken from Unger’s Bible Dictionary is helpful in answering that puz-
zling question:

“The word Trinity (Trinitas) was first employed by Tertullian (2nd century), though his word was
only the Lat. translation of the Gk. trias,employed by Theophilus of Antioch. The word Person was
also first employed by Tertullian, though he used it in the inadmissible sense of individual.

“The Council of Nicea (A.D. 325) was an epoch in Christian history. The heresy of Sabellius and
Paul of Samosata, that refused to recognize the Father as in any personal sense distinct from the Son
and the Holy Spirit, had been previously condemned. But Arius, who began with the Sabellian idea
that the Trinity is only one of manifestation, changed his position and declared that there were three
Persons in God, but that these three were unequal in glory . . . The Council of Nicea, in opposition to
Arianism and various other theories,adopted the formal statement of the consubstantiality [of one and
the same nature] of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, while maintaining the distinction of per-
sonality. The doctrine of the Nicene Council was reaffirmed in various succeeding councils and is the
generally recognized doctrine of the Christian church” (1988, “Trinity”).

As you can see, the idea of three persons in the Godhead evolved over the first few centuries of Chris-
tianity, somewhat in reaction to popular ideas perceived as threats to the truth. Well-meaning attempts
to “protect the truth” actually contradicted the Scriptures. The doctrine of the Trinity is not, as our lit-
erature explains, a teaching of the Bible. 

For More Information,see our booklet Who Is God?
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■ Volunteer staff produces
online publication for the
Church.

Virtual Christian Magazine,now in
its eighth year as a United Church of
God online publication, is produced by
a staff of a dozen volunteer members
and five ministers who serve as doctri-
nal reviewers. Many more members
have written articles and spread the
word about the magazine.

Lorelei Nettles, a member in
Phoenix, Arizona, who volunteers as
managing editor and graphics editor,
has been involved in the magazine
since Council member Vic Kubik
founded it. She appreciates all the
members who have helped out and
encourages more members to get
involved.

“Members of God’s Church are
involved in many ways,” she said.
Some serve as editors of articles or even
issue editors who plan and coordinate
an entire issue. Since there are usually
five or six articles in each issue, and 10

issues a year, there is always a need for
more articles. 

“The articles offer us a chance to lead
those who are interested toward the oth-
er literature we have available and to
spread the Word of God,” Mrs. Nettles
said. “We are always looking for new
writers who offer a fresh perspective
and who may not otherwise think of
themselves as writers . . .

“Many of the members have gone
through some trials and recovered from
them. Others have had some major
change in their life, like marriage or a
new child that could be written about.
There are so many things the members
have experienced I couldn’t cover them
all.

“Members can also get the word out
that we are here and that we have some
wonderful articles to read without hav-
ing to wait for a hard copy magazine in
the mail.”

Some Stats
• The article that has received the

most hits ever was in Volume 2,
Issue 4, and was called, “The Gift of

Sex.” It has received 6,107 hits.
• The closest behind that was in Vol-

ume 1, Issue 11, an article called
“Christmas Myths.”

• More recently, in Volume 5, Issue
10, the article “What Would Jesus Look
Like?” has received 3,312 hits so far.

The average number of readers of an
issue changes depending on how long
it has been online. “They are all in the
archives, so they can be viewed indefi-
nitely,” said Mrs. Nettles. “For the old-
er ones the average is running to about
1,000 readers.”

Staff Members
Along with Mrs. Nettles, the staff

includes nine volunteer editors:
Michelle Grovak, Gayle Hoefker, Jada
Howell, Patrick Kansa, David Mei-
dinger, Suzanne Morgan, John Rutis,
Amy Stephens and Debbie Werner.
Chris Rowland is the Web designer and
Becky Bennett does proofreading.

The ministers who do doctrinal
reviews for VCM are Jack Elliott, Don
Henson, Don Hooser, Eric Evans and
Leroy Neff.

Reader Comments
• “Have only just ‘twigged’that this

magazine is here and have read the
whole of the issue instead of going for
lunch. How inspiring it is.”—England

• “I have just found your site, and I
love it. Praise the Lord that there is a
place I can go as a Christian and read
wonderful stories and find encourage-
ment in my daily walk with the Lord
our God.

“Thank you and your staff for such a
wonderful thing you are doing for the
Kingdom of God. God bless you
always!”—Internet

• “This is a wonderful site! I am
involved in prison ministries . . . Would
I be able to copy sections, giving VCM
full credit, of course, so that I can for-
ward some of the contents to various
prisoners? I write to prisoners across
the globe.

“Thank you for having such a won-
derful site. I have printed out many of
the articles, in particular all that refer to
9/11 and have biblical insights. I love it
all.”—Internet

• “I thank God for what a good job

this network is doing. I am a regular sub-
scriber to The Good Newsmagazine. I
would like to have the Virtual Christian
Magazine regularly. I need it as I need
the breath of my nostrils. I shall be in
earnest expectation.”—Internet

“We are often asked if people can
receive the magazine in print,” Mrs.
Nettles said. “People don’t always
understand that the word virtual means
it is only available on the Net.”She also
pointed out that readers sometimes ask
for booklets or advice from a minister,
which are passed on to the home office.

“In the eight years we have been
doing VCM through the Church, we
have had a steady growth of viewers,
and we hope to only strengthen that
readership,” said Mrs. Nettles. 

“This can only be accomplished,
though, if we have fresh new material
to give them, so I encourage anyone
with the slightest interest to submit their
articles, stories, interviews or even rel-
evant poems for review.”

Articles can be sent to Mrs. Nettles
through the feedback link on the VCM
Web site (www.vcmagazine.org).UN

Virtual Christian Magazine a Labor of Love for Many Members

2006 Festival Fund
To meet Festival expenses throughout the world, U.S. members are asked to send in a 10 percent donation from their

expected second tithe total (a tithe of the tithe). Canadian members may make a similar donation to the Canadian office.
• Please indicate the amount you are sending in the spaces below.
• Include your personal identification number (PIN) from your latest United News or Good News label.
• Make your check payable to United Church of God and label it “Festival Fund.”
• Clip out and enclose the completed form, along with your check, in one of the labeled reply envelopes 

mailed to you recently from the home office.
• Affix postage and mail.

Your PIN:
U ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ Donation Amount Enclosed: $

Name

Address City State/Province Zip/Postal Code

@@@@@@@@e?
@@@@@@@@e?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?
@@h?

@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@? @@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?
@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@? @@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?

@@@@@@@@
@@@@@@@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

?@@
?@@
?@@
?@@
?@@
?@@

?@@@@@@@@
?@@@@@@@@

?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@ ?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@
?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@ ?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@?e@@@@@@@@e?@@@@@@@@

@@g
@@g
@@g
@@g
@@g
@@g
@@@@@@@@
@@@@@@@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@
@@

2006 Festival Registration
United States and Canadian head-of-household members should clip out or copy this form and take it to services on

April 8, 15 or 22, 2006. It should be filled out and given to the Festival advisor in the local congregation.
Members wishing to transfer to a U.S. or Canadian site from another country will automatically be accepted; however, please

have your pastor contact the home office via e-mail at USFestival@ucg.org. The information should include the requester’s name,
the Feast site requested, the number of adults age 20 and over, number of teens and the number of those age 12 and under.

Any member wishing to transfer to a site outside the United States or Canada should contact the Festival coordinator of that
site directly. Some additional information may be in the Festival Planning Brochure.

Name Home Telephone Work Telephone
(       ) (       )

Address City State/Province Zip/Postal Code

How many in your Number of Adults Number of Teens Number of Children For those attending FYI classes, please indicate:
household will attend? (over age 20) (ages 13 to 19) (ages 12 and under) Kindergarten (ages 5-6) __ 1st grade (ages 6-7) __

________ ________ ________ 2nd & 3rd (ages 7-9) __ 4th & 5th (ages 9-11) __
Where are you Name of Site (including those transferring internationally) (Automatic transfer approval is expected for all U.S. and Canadian
planning to attend? sites except Panama City Beach.  

_________________________________________________ Pastors will receive transfer notification by June 3.)

Number of Single Adults Number of Seniors (age 60 and over; include spouse even if under 60)

_______ _______

Special Needs: Handicapped Parking Wheelchair Deaf Hard of Hearing Need Translation (specify)
[       ] (driver only) [       ] [       ] [       ] [       ] _____________________________

***Do Not Mail to Home Office—Contact Local Festival Advisor or Pastor for Registration***
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2006 Feast Sites
Argentina
Australia

Berriedale, Hobart, Tasmania
Caloundra, Queensland
Merimbula, New South Wales

Barbados
Brazil
British Isles
Cameroon
Canada 

Collingwood, Ontario
Kelowna, British Columbia
Regina, Saskatchewan
St. John’s, Newfoundland

Chile
France
Germany
Guatemala
Italy
Ivory Coast
Jamaica
Kenya
Malawi
Malaysia
Mexico
New Zealand
Nigeria
Peru
Philippines

Baguio City
Davao City
Iloilo City

Portugal
Rwanda
South Africa

George
Uvongo

Sri Lanka
Togo
Tonga
Trinidad & Tobago
Turkey
United States 

Bend-Redmond, Oregon
Branson, Missouri
Cincinnati, Ohio/Northern Kentucky
Escondido (San Diego), California
Jekyll Island, Georgia
Kerrville, Texas
Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii
Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Panama City Beach, Florida
Steamboat Springs, Colorado
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin

Additional sites are planned, but most will not
encourage transfers.
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Argentina
Mendoza

We again are planning to have the
Feast of Tabernacles for members in
Argentina and from central Chile in the
beautiful city of Mendoza,Argentina.

Mendoza is in the foothills of the
Andes, in the western part of Argentina.
It is actually closer to Santiago, Chile,
than to Buenos Aires, Argentina. It is
about 240 miles from Santiago and can
be reached by plane either from Buenos
Aires or from Santiago.

We advise brethren from other parts
of the world to fly directly to Mendoza. 

Most of the members from Chile and
Argentina will be housed in the Hotel
Ejercito de los Andes,which will also be
the location for services. Unfortunately,
this hotel is not large enough to accom-
modate our visitors. However, we have
located a four-star hotel nearby, the
Hotel Ibis. The cost is US$30 per day for
single occupancy or US$15 per day per
person for double occupancy. These
prices include breakfast. 

The rest of the meals you can choose
to have with the rest of the local brethren
in the Hotel Ejercito de los Andes at very
reasonable prices. Lunch or dinner will
be the equivalent of US$4. 

You can also choose to stay in other
hotels of the same or higher category in
the vicinity. However, we recommend
the Hotel Ibis because of its nice quality
and its closeness to the main hotel where
we will have services. Transportation by
taxi is very reasonable, so you do not
need to rent a car.

To get more information about the
hotels, you can contact the Hotel Ejerci-
to de los Andes in Mendoza at

www.molise.com.ar and the Hotel Ibis
at www.ibishotel.com

Temperatures in Mendoza for that
time of year are in the 70s and normally
there is no rain during Feast time. Nice
summer clothing will be appropriate.

Those who choose to attend the Feast
in Mendoza will have the opportunity to
meet hundreds of your brethren from
this part of the world and at the same
time enjoy the beautiful surroundings.
We will help you as much as possible
with your reservations. 

We look forward to receiving our vis-
itors. We know this will be a great oppor-
tunity for all of us to be together in this
part of the world and strengthen one
another in God’s Festival. 

There will be translation into English
for all of the services. This year we are
asking our English-speaking brethren to
bring a small portable radio to receive
the translations into English. 

Location of Services:Auditorium of
the Hotel Ejercito de los Andes, Men-
doza,Argentina.

First Service:Friday,Oct. 6,at 8 p.m. 
Reservations:You do not need to

send money for your reservations now,
but please confirm that you are coming
as soon as you decide. You can e-mail us
at slangarica@unidachile.org or write to
us at Casilla 10384, Santiago, Chile.

Saul Langarica

Australia
Berriedale, Hobart,
Tasmania

The Feast site in Tasmania for 2006
will be the Riverfront Motel and Villas
complex at Berriedale. Accessed from

the Brooker Highway, it is located 10
kilometers north of Hobart, Australia’s
second oldest capital city. 

This complex includes a number of
self-contained one-, two- and three-bed-
room villa units that overlook and have
access to the beautiful Derwent River.
Motel units are also available. 

The price for a one-bedroom villa is
$A115 per night (one queen and one sin-
gle bed); two-bedroom (one queen and
three single beds),$A139 per night; and
three-bedroom coach house (one queen
and seven single beds),$A185 per night. 

Motel accommodations are also
available at the following per night
prices: single, $A85; double/twin,
$A95; and triple, $A105. 

Being close to Hobart makes this
facility easily accessible from other
accommodations. There is also a cara-
van park within a kilometer. A licensed
restaurant is available in the complex.

Within easy driving distance are
many historic sites associated with Tas-
mania’s convict past, including Port
Arthur, Richmond Village, Salamanca
Place and Battery Point. Cadbury Choc-
olate Factory is a few minutes’ drive
from the complex. Hobart City Centre
is less than 15 minutes’drive. Weather at
Feast time should be fine and cool.

Location of Services:Riverfront
Motel and Villas,897 Brooker Highway,
Berriedale 7011, Hobart, Tasmania.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations:For those deciding on
accommodations at the complex, book-
ings can be made by contacting: River-
front Motel and Villas, 897 Brooker
Highway,Berriedale 7011,Hobart,Tas-
mania; telephone +61 3 6272 6721; Web
site: www.riverfronthobart.com.

Please note:Reservations are to be
made directly with the Riverfront Motel
and Villas. To receive the discounted
rates, you will be required to contact
their reception and advise them that you
are with the United Church of God con-
ference and refer to the prices quoted
above. Because there are a number of
other functions in the Hobart area
around this time, it is advisable to make
your bookings as soon as possible.

For further information, contact

Bruce Dean by e-mail at bfjadean@big-
pond.com or by telephone at +61 2 9545
5384.

Bruce Dean

Caloundra, Queensland
Caloundra, a tropical ocean resort, is

our new location for the Feast of Taber-
nacles in Southeast Queensland. After
10 enjoyable years at Noosa, it is time to
find a meeting venue that will accom-
modate the increasing attendance we
have experienced in the past few years.
At the new site there is no restriction on
how many visitors we can have.

We have selected a new, fully air-
conditioned facility—the Eastbank
Community and Arts Centre. Eastbank
is located 10 minutes from Caloundra
and about the same from Mooloolaba.
Both Caloundra and Mooloolaba have a
wide range of beach resort type accom-
modations. Most of the accommoda-
tions are one- to three-bedroom self-con-
tained units in high-rise apartments that
overlook the ocean. 

This area is the southern part of the
Sunshine Coast and has all the same
beach and ocean atmosphere that Noosa
had on the northern end of the Sunshine
Coast. It is closer, for instance, to one of
the most popular tourist attractions,
Steve Irwin’s Australia Zoo, complete
with croc feedings. It is about an hour’s
drive from the Brisbane airport where
many of our overseas travelers land in
Australia. Car rental or shuttle service is
available at the Brisbane Airport. 

Weather will be,as always,sunny and
warm and perfect for outdoor activities. 

Activities will cater to all ages. We are
planning a dinner dance during the Feast
this year for which you will have to
reserve a place if you would like to
attend. The cost will be A$65 per per-
son, and we can accept attendees from
the age of 15. You need to reserve your
place by sending an e-mail or letter to
reach Bill Bradford no later than Sept.
11. We are limited to 150 for the dinner-
dance,so early reservations will get you
a place. Payment should be made after
you arrive at the Feast. 

We will also feature a young adults’
beach party barbecue on the evening
after the first Holy Day.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m. 

Reservations:To locate accommo-
dations and learn about what the area
offers, check out two Web sites:
www.caloundratourism.com.au or
www.mooloolababeach.com.

If you need assistance, feel free to
contact Bill Bradford at billbrad-
ford@bigpond.com.au or call +61 7
3711 5599 or write him at P.O. Box 535,
Brisbane, Queensland 4001,Australia. 

Bill Bradford

Merimbula, New South
Wales

The Feast for New South Wales and
Victoria will once again be held in Mer-
imbula at the newly renovated RSL
Club. Members really appreciated the
low-cost meals that were available in
the club. This gave many opportunities

for fellowshipping straight after ser-
vices.

Merimbula is a coastal town situated
on the south coast of New South Wales.
It is approximately a six-hour drive from
Sydney and a seven-hour drive from
Melbourne. There are also air flights to
Merimbula from both Sydney and Mel-
bourne. 

Merimbula is an unspoiled township
with apartment buildings no higher than
three floors. It is situated on a pic-
turesque inlet and offers a relaxed time
with delightful boardwalk cafes, restau-
rants and clubs. There are beaches, tours,
fishing trips, secondhand shops, whale-
watching trips, amusement centers for
the young, first-class golf courses and
sailing. 

The weather is usually mild and sun-
ny, with temperatures in the 20s Celsius
(70s and even low 80s Fahrenheit)—
great for walks and sightseeing!

Costs for accommodations are very
reasonable, with plenty to choose from.
Check the following Web site for more
information on the area:www.sapphire-
coast.com.au. 

Activities will cater to the entire fam-
ily,with youth activities,a seniors’activ-
ity,children’s lessons,youth studies and
a luncheon on the Last Great Day. After
the first Holy Day service, there will be
a get-acquainted activity with cheese
platters and refreshments. As Merimbu-
la is a small site, members host many
other friends in homes for meals.

Location of Services:Merimbula
RSL, 52-54 Main St., Merimbula.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations:Accommodations at
Merimbula can be organized through:

The Merimbula Tourist Information
Centre, phone +61 2 6495 1129.

Fisk & Nagle Real Estate,Market St.,
Merimbula, NSW 2548, Australia;
phone +61 2 6495 3222; fax +61 2 6495
3154 Web www.fisknagle.com.au.

Ray White Real Estate, 4 Merim-
bula Drive, Merimbula, NSW 2548,

Transferring Within the 
United States or Canada

• U.S. and Canadian head-of-
household members should fill out
the Festival Registration form found
on the previous page of this issue of
United News.

• Indicate your preferred transfer
site on the registration form.

• This form is to be given to the
Festival advisor in your local con-
gregation on April 8, 15 or 22.

• Automatic transfer approval is
expected for all U.S. and Canadian
sites except Panama City Beach,
Florida. Pastors will receive transfer
notification by June 3. 

Transferring to a Site Outside
the United States or Canada

• Please fill out the registration form.
• Any member wishing to transfer

to a site outside the U.S. or Canada
should contact the Festival coordinator
of that site directly. Some contact infor-
mation is provided in this supplement,
with site descriptions, and some addi-
tional housing information may be pro-
vided in the Festival Planning
Brochure.

• Please do not make non-refund-
able travel arrangements until you
receive an acceptance letter for that site.

• Further information and housing
lists will be made available to those
accepted for transfer.

Transferring Into the
United States or Canada
From Other Areas

• Brethren wishing to transfer to
a U.S. or Canadian site from anoth-
er country will automatically be
accepted. 

However, please have your minis-
ter contact the home office via e-
mail at USFestival@ucg.org. The
information provided should include
the requester’s name, number of
adults age 20 and over, number of
teens, number of those 12 and under
and the Feast site requested.

• The home office will forward
pertinent information to the respec-
tive Festival site coordinators.

If You Want to Transfer to a Site Other Than Your Assigned Site...

In this special supplement are descriptions of Feast sites in alphabetical order
by country. More sites may be added, but sufficient information was not avail-
able to print in this issue.

The Festival Planning Brochurewill contain additional site information; a
list of housing establishments for U.S., Canadian and some other sites; help-
ful tips for planning your Feast; and articles on the meaning of the Feast.

On the following pages, the + sign at the beginning of international phone
numbers signifies the country code. Dollar amounts are in U.S. currency unless
noted otherwise. The Web site www.oanda.com/convert/classic provides up-
to-date currency conversion information.

Key Dates to
Remember

April 8, 15, 22 U.S. and Canadi-
an head-of-household members
should clip out their completed 2006
Festival Registration form (see page
8) and give it to their local Festival
advisor at Sabbath services.

By late May Festival Planning
Brochureto be distributed to mem-
ber households.

June 3 Notification at services if
any sites cannot accept all transfer
requests (automatic transfer approval
is expected for all U.S. and Canadian
sites except Panama City Beach,
Florida).

June 11 Members attending a
U.S. or Canadian Feast site may
begin making reservations from the
list of accommodations supplied in
the Festival Planning Brochure.
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Australia; phone +61 2 6495 3200;
fax +61 2 6495 3633; Web www.ray-
white.com/nsw/merimbula.

Merimbula Lake Accommodation
Centre, Market St., Merimbula, NSW
2548 Australia; phone +61 2 6495 3144;
Web www.merimbulalake.com.au.

For further information, contact
Barry Williams by e-mail at
bjsmwilliams@bigpond.com or by
phone at +61 3 9743 4341 or fax +61
3 9743 3381.

Barry Williams

Barbados
St. Michael

The Feast this year will be held at the
Grand Barbados Beach Resort in St.
Michael, Barbados. The hotel is situat-
ed along one of the most beautiful
beaches on the island in the area known
as Carlisle Bay.

Grand Barbados was the venue of
the first Caribbean Feast in United
Church of God 10 years ago. Since
that time renovations have been made
to the guest rooms and the conference
room that will be used for services.
The conference room can accommo-
date 150 people, so we are looking
again at having a small, family-friend-
ly Feast site. To get more details
regarding the resort, go to www.grand-
barbados.com. 

The rates are as follows:
• Standard single: US$131.13 per

room per night including full breakfast
and taxes.

• Standard double: US$160.38 per
room per night including full breakfast
and taxes.

• Extra person rate: US$58.63 per
night including full breakfast and taxes.

• Children under 12 years of age
are accommodated free and charged
for meals as taken. Children can select
meals from the kids’ menu provided
in the restaurant or they will be
charged half price off the à la carte
menu or the buffet menu, whichever is
applicable. 

The rooms have two double beds. A
king-size bed must be requested.

First Service:Friday,Oct. 6,at 7 p.m.
Reservations: To make a room

reservation, call the hotel direct at 1-
246-426-4000. Go to the reservation
extension and mention that you are
with the United Church of God con-
vention.  

Registration: After making a reser-
vation, contact Arnold Hampton to reg-
ister for the Feast,which is different
from the reservation. You will receive
a registration form to fill out so that more
detailed plans can be made for this year’s
Feast. 

The contact information is: Arnold
Hampton, P.O. Box 75, Randallstown,
MD 21133; phone (410) 655-6265; fax
(410) 655-9027; and e-mail
arnold_hampton@ucg.org.

Arnold Hampton

Brazil
Maloca

Once again we plan to have the
Feast of Tabernacles in Maloca,
Brazil. Maloca is about 50 miles north

of the city of Boa Vista, which is the
capital of the state of Roraima, Brazil.
Roraima is in northern Brazil, border-
ing Guyana.

There are about 30 brethren in Mal-
oca. The Feast is held in the normal
Sabbath meeting hall. These members
have very little contact with other mem-
bers during the year. Therefore, they
very much appreciate the visit of
brethren from other parts of the world.

The members speak Portuguese and
English. Therefore, it would be neces-
sary to know one of those languages in
order to visit them.

Reservations:If anyone is con-
sidering attending Maloca for the
Feast, please e-mail Saul Langarica
at slangarica@unidachile.org or write
to him at Casilla 10384, Santiago,
Chile. 

Saul Langarica

British Isles
York, England

The historic city of York is the venue
for this year’s Festival. York is located in
the northeast of England and is served
by Manchester International airport.
Intercity express trains mean that both
London and Edinburgh (Scotland) are
within easy reach. 

Come and enjoy a spiritually rich
Feast coupled with a variety of social

activities, fun events and enjoyable
excursions in this part of England. 

With planning help from the York
Tourist Office, we are offering a variety
of tours into the countryside, including
the stunning scenery of the Yorkshire
Dales (James Herriot country,described
in his books about life as a country vet-
erinarian. This tour visits some of the
places mentioned in his books). 

There is also a trip to the splendid
Castle Howard by coach and an option
to take a steam train journey into the
countryside. There will be activities for
both old and young during your stay in
York. 

More information about these tours
will be provided once you have notified
us. (For the address,see below.) Those of
you who have already shown an interest
in coming will get that information auto-
matically.

Some of the most interesting attrac-
tions are:

• The National Railway Museum,the
world’s largest and home of some of the
oldest steam locomotives.

• The Castle Museum, illustrating
Yorkshire life during the past 400 years.

• York Minster, the largest Gothic
cathedral north of the Alps.

• Clifford’s Tower, providing a fan-

tastic panoramic view of York from the
13th-century tower of 144 steps.

• The Jorvik experience,dealing with
Viking life in York.

• The Merchant Adventurers’ Hall,
Europe’s finest medieval guildhall.

• The Richard III Museum. 
• Walking tours of the (mostly)

walled city of York.
Visit our Festival Web site to access

information on accommodations in
hotels, guesthouses and bed-and-
breakfasts. Some of these are at dis-
counted rates arranged through the
York Tourism Bureau (see
www.ucg.org.uk/york2006).

We will also arrange officially guided
walking tours of York’s most important
and interesting points. The city center of
York has numerous restaurants, cafes,
tearooms, pubs and many shops, all
within walking distance from the Tem-
pest Anderson Hall, where services will
be held. There is a good variety of
accommodations available, much with-
in walking distance from the hall.

Reservations:If you are interesting
in coming to York for the Feast, please
visit www.ucg.org.uk/york2006 or e-
mail us at feast@ucg.org.uk. You may
also write to UCG-BI Festival,P.O. Box
705,Watford, Herts.,WD19 6FZ, Unit-
ed Kingdom to request more informa-
tion or contact the York Tourism Board
directly.

Gerhard Marx and Frank Jarvis

Cameroon
Douala

Douala, the principal port city of
Cameroon in central Africa,will host the
Feast of Tabernacles in 2006. Lodging is
available at a number of hotels in the city
including the Meridien, the Akwa Palace
and the Ibis.

Approximately 50 people are expect-
ed to attend this site. This site is French-
speaking only; any wishing to transfer
in need to be fluent in the language. Ser-
vices will be held at the Church hall on
the outskirts of Douala, about 45 min-
utes by taxi from the city center. Activi-
ties will include a family games day and
a talent show. A visa and a yellow fever
vaccination are required for entry into
Cameroon.

Registration: More information and
registration forms may be received by
contacting Joel Meeker by e-mail at
joel_meeker@ucg.org; or by writing to
French Department, United Church of
God,an International Association,P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027, USA; or by calling him at the
home office at (513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Canada
Collingwood, Ontario

Collingwood is a premier tourist des-
tination located on the scenic southern
shoreline of the deep blue waters of
Georgian Bay and at the foot of
Ontario’s highest ski terrain. The spec-
tacular view of fall colors of the Blue
Mountain provides a gorgeous backdrop
for this year’s Feast of Tabernacles.

Only a 90-minute drive from Toronto,
Collingwood will enable you to feast on

delicious food at fine dining restaurants,
casual eateries, bistros and cafés.

The Cranberry Resort and Confer-
ence Centre offers a wide variety of
amenities including indoor pool,
whirlpool, games room, exercise room,
spa, horseback riding, hiking trails,
mountain biking, golfing, tennis and
much more. Check it all out at
www.cranberry-resort.on.ca

This beautiful area also offers miles
of scenic walking and driving trails,
charter fishing,bowling,go-karting and
shopping in the charming downtown
area or in the quaint hamlets along
Georgian Bay. Visit www.georgiantri-
angle.com for more information.

The following activities will be avail-
able: Georgian Bay boat cruise, scenic
cave tour, seniors’brunch,variety show,
teen outing and a family barbecue.

Location of Services: Cranberry
Resort,19 Keith Ave.,R.R. # 4,Colling-
wood, Ontario.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes:12 percent on hotels, including
the 7 percent GST. Visitors from outside
Canada can apply for a rebate of their
GST tax.

Dennis Horlick

Kelowna, British Columbia 
Among the many vacation destina-

tions a visitor can consider in British
Columbia, there is one travel constant
that never fails to memorably reward
visitors. It’s a place where world-class
amenities are always available to
enjoy. It’s a place where the climate is
mild and sunshine is something to be
expected. It’s a spot blessed with spec-
tacular mountain scenery and pristine
lakes. It’s a haven for recreation all
year round—enjoy golfing, boating,
windsurfing, swimming, fishing, hik-
ing and camping. It’s Kelowna, B.C.!
It’s often referred to as the Hawaii of
Canada.

Kelowna is located in the beautiful
Okanagan Valley of British Columbia.
This is a major fruit-growing region and
has lots of vineyards producing world-
class wines. The settled area lies in the
valley along the shores of Lake Okana-
gan, which is about 120 miles (nearly
200 kilometers) long and between 3 to 6
miles (5 to 10 kilometers) wide. 

Kelowna has a metropolitan popula-
tion of about 100,000. It offers a variety
of recreational activities, has many fine
restaurants and lots of shopping. There
are unending miles of trails for hiking,
mountain biking, trail riding and family
walks. There are about 18 golf courses
within a short drive, and most will be
open until the end of October. There are
centers for family outings, miniature
golf and kids’attractions. 

For Internet users, a local Web site
(www.castanet.net/) provides current
news, weather and local happenings.
The climate in autumn is usually still
fairly warm with crisp nights. Rain is not
normally a problem as the area is arid. It
is a good idea to bring clothing that is
suitable for weather in the 50s and 60s
Fahrenheit (13 to 18 Celsius). 

Motel prices are reasonable, with a
selection to meet all budgets. An inter-
national airport just north of town serves
the area with direct flights from Seattle.

Location of Services: Kelowna

Community Theatre, 1375 Water St.,
Kelowna, B.C.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m. The following day’s service will be
at 1 p.m. 

Taxes:There is a provincial sales tax
of 7 percent (or 8 percent on hotels) as
well as GST,which is 7 percent. Visitors
from outside of Canada can apply for a
GST rebate. 

Rainer Salomaa

Regina, Saskatchewan
Regina is a city named after a queen,

and therefore it is appropriately called
the “Queen City.” Last year we were
once again graced with a visit by Queen
Elizabeth II and her husband to honor
Saskatchewan’s centennial.

Regina is the center of Canada’s vast
prairie, where the blue skies meet the
endless horizons of autumn golden
wheat fields. It averages over 2,300
hours of bright sunshine each year. Rich
in history, one can visit the displays and
artifacts of one of the world’s most
famous police forces, the RCMP. For the
inquisitive mind, Regina has the
Saskatchewan Science Centre,with over
a hundred permanent,hands-on exhibits,
live stage shows and one of the tallest
climbing walls in Canada, plus the
Kramer Imax Theatre.

Regina, having a population of
200,000, is also noted as a city in which
to dine out, having many very fine din-
ing establishments along with many eth-
nic cuisines. For a night out on the city,
dine where the queen dined or over-
looking Wascana Lake with
Saskatchewan grown and raised food.
For more information on the Regina
area, call (800) 661-5099 or visit the
Web site www.tourismregina.com.

It has been a treat to have the meeting
room and hotel on the same premises,
with other accommodations very close
by. Motel prices vary. An international
airport,on the west side of the city, is just
a short drive from anywhere in Regina. 

Location of Services:Holiday Inn
Hotel and Suites, 1800 Prince of Wales
Drive, Regina, Saskatchewan.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m. The next service is planned for 2
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 7.

Taxes:14 percent—a provincial sales
tax of 7 percent as well as a GST of 7
percent. Visitors from outside of Cana-
da can apply for a rebate of their GST
tax.

Lloyd Teetaert

St. John’s, Newfoundland
We invite you to come and share in

the celebration of the Feast of Taberna-
cles 2006 in the beautiful city of St.
John’s, Newfoundland, Canada.

Newfoundland was first discovered
by John Cabot in 1497 and claimed for
the British Empire in 1583 by Sir
Humphrey Gilbert. St. John’s is the old-
est and most easterly port city in North
America, and today is the capital of
Newfoundland and Labrador.

St. John’s has a rich and colorful his-
tory, unmatched by any other Canadian
city. With a population of 175,000, St.
John’s is a thriving modern city with
first-class facilities and services. St.
John’s offers an enticing combination of
old world charm, unique architectural
and historic landmarks, fine cuisine and

York, England, grounds near hall
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access to spectacular coastlines,wildlife
and many other choice attractions.

Shop or just stroll on Water Street, the
oldest commercial street in North Amer-
ica, or visit Signal Hill for a panoramic
view of the harbor and the city. Signal
Hill, so named because the arrival of
ships was announced from there by a
series of flags, was also the site where
Marconi received the first transatlantic
wireless signal in 1901.

The people of Newfoundland and
Labrador are among the most friendly
and hospitable in the world and have
retained many aspects of their European
heritage, including their accents and
humor.

For those who love to walk,St. John’s
has many scenic walking trails. If you
love to eat, we have numerous fine
restaurants. If you like to visit scenic or
historic sites,you won’t be disappointed. 

Because of the small number of peo-
ple at this site, St. John’s tends to be a
very family-type Feast. With only about
80 people in attendance, it is easy to get
to know each other.

Rooms at Best Western are $79 Cana-
dian for a double. Other accommoda-
tions are available as well.

For more information, contact David
Smith at dave_smith@ucg.org or visit
the Newfoundland and Labrador gov-
ernment home page at www.gov.nf.ca/.

Location of Services:Best Western
Traveller’s Inn on Kenmount Road.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m. 

Taxes: Newfoundland has a HST
(Harmonized Sales Tax) of 15 percent.
Hotels and motels also charge a 3 per-
cent accommodation tax. For those who
are not Canadian citizens, a rebate of 7
percent on purchases is available.  

David Smith

Chile
Lican Ray

The site for the Feast of Tabernacles
in Chile this year will be the Complejo
Turistico El Conquistador. This site is
located in the tourist town of Lican Ray,
480 miles south of Santiago. Trans-
portation from Santiago to Lican Ray is
readily available and the scenery all the
way is breathtaking.

Lican Ray is located on the shores of
beautiful Lake Calafquen, at the base
of the Villarrrica volcano, which is
snow-covered all year round. The area
is beautiful.

The Feast site has five acres of land
with 42 beautiful cabins,each equipped
with the necessary items to be our
“tabernacle” for eight days. There is a
supermarket in the complex. Families
will be able to cook their own meals in
the cabins. The complex also has a
restaurant.

Services will be in the same com-
plex. We will be able to use the several
meeting halls for the different activities
we will have. There will be activities
organized by the Church, but also there
will be opportunities to visit the many
beautiful places this area offers and to
swim and fish in beautiful Lake
Calafquen.

Unfortunately, we are not offering
translation of services into English.
However, we will be very happy to

have Spanish-speaking visitors. 
You do not have to send any money

for your reservation, but we trust that
your application to this site will be
securing your attendance. The cost per
person for the six-person shared cabins
will be 5,000 Chilean pesos or about
US$10 per day. 

This price does not include any
meals. Most of the members will be
cooking their own meals. We have not
contracted meals at the restaurant for
the group. Each person would be mak-
ing his own arrangements in the restau-
rant. However, the cost of meals will be
very affordable: Breakfast will be the
equivalent to US$3. Lunch or dinner
will be about US$5. 

First Service: Friday, Oct. 6, at 8
p.m.

Information and Reservations: If
you wish more information about the
facilities, please see the following Web
site: www.turismoelconquistador.cl.

If you want to have more informa-
tion about the Feast site or want to
apply to attend these Holy Days of God
with us in the south of Chile, please
contact Saul Langarica at slangari-
ca@unidachile.org or write to Casilla
10384, Santiago, Chile.

We look forward to seeing some of
our brethren from around the world!

Saul Langarica

France
Collonges-la-Rouge

Collonges-la-Rouge is a medieval-
period village built of pink sandstone in
a bucolic region about 100 miles east of
Bordeaux and 300 miles south of Paris.
Services will be in French and English
with simultaneous translation. We antic-
ipate an attendance of 100 people.

The Feast will be held at the vacation
center VAL “Les vignettes.” This is an
all-inclusive site: lodging,meals,church
services and many leisure activities will
all be at the VAL site. Prices are inex-
pensive, but rooms are rather simple
since this is a family-oriented establish-
ment, and there is no maid service.

Collonges-la-Rouge is a small vil-
lage on the edge of the Perigord,
Auvergne and Limousin regions,
famous for their beautiful countryside
and fine cuisine. Collonges was the
first village to be named at the forma-
tion of the “Most Beautiful Villages of
France” association. It is near the
medieval pilgrimage site of Roca-
madour, and the wonderfully pre-
served historic city of Sarlat la Canéda
with its medieval and Renaissance
buildings still intact. Collonges is nes-
tled in a region of medieval castles, and
is not far from the world-famous Las-
caux cave paintings. Coach excursions
to some of these sites will be organized
for those interested.

Easiest access for international visi-
tors will be through the Bordeaux air-
port. An airport shuttle will be organized
for Friday, Oct. 6, and Sunday Oct. 15.

Leisure activity facilities at the VAL
include a children’s playground,billiard
and Ping-Pong tables, tennis courts and
a pétanque court (pétanqueis a typical-
ly southern-French outdoor game for
people of all ages, easy to learn and fun
to play). 

Off the site but within a few miles,
there are many other activities offered.
These include many marked walking
trails,horseback riding,a golf course and
parasailing. 

Autumn is a pleasant season in this
part of France. This can be a rainy sea-
son (bring an umbrella), but daytime
temperatures are usually between 55 and
70 degrees Fahrenheit. Evenings can be
cooler, dipping into the 40s, so a jacket
or sweater is necessary.

If there is sufficient interest, we will
organize a pre-Feast tour of Paris, the D-
Day invasion beaches in Normandy and
the Mont Saint Michel site in Brittany,
also including coach transportation to
the Festival site in Collonges.

First Service:Friday,Oct. 6,at 9 p.m.
Registration: More information and

registration forms may be received by
contacting Joel Meeker by e-mail at
joel_meeker@ucg.org; or by writing to
French Department, United Church of
God,an International Association,P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027, USA; or by calling him at the
home office at (513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Germany
Schluchsee

Set on Lake Schluchsee in southern
Germany, in a beautiful area just 10
miles (16 kilometers) from the Black
Forest’s highest mountain, the Feldberg
(1,493 meters, 4,860 feet), is the pic-
turesque town of Schluchsee. 

Lake Titisee, with its scenic town of
Titisee, is a 20-minute drive from
Schluchsee, and the famous Rhine river
waterfall in Schaffhausen/Neuhausen,
Switzerland, is about 60 minutes by car.

Temperatures in October can still be
mild, but the evenings can be chilly
because of Schluchsee’s altitude (900
meters, approximately 3,000 feet). 

Accommodations for transfer guests
are available in selected hotels and
vacation apartments. Vacation apart-
ments offer kitchenettes. Half-board
arrangements are available in most
hotels. Lodging costs range from $50
to $100 for a vacation apartment and
from $40 upwards per person for hotel
accommodations, which includes
breakfast. 

Transfer guests can make their own
reservations if they wish; lodging infor-
mation is available via the Schluchsee
Web site, www.schluchsee.de.

The hall where services will be held is
within walking distance of most lodging
units within the main village area. 

Direct German federal railway
(Deutsche Bahn AG) service is available
via Freiburg to Schluchsee. However,
car rental is recommended for ease of
transportation and sightseeing.
Schluchsee is located approximately
180 miles (300 kilometers) south of the
Frankfurt International Airport, or 50
miles (80 kilometers) northwest of the
Zurich International Airport. 

Expected attendance is approximate-
ly 200. Most services will be held in
German,with a simultaneous translation
into English.

Location of Services:Grosser Kur-
saal, Kurhaus Schluchsee (next to the
Rathaus, behind the tourism office). 

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m. 

Reservations:Visitors wishing to
attend should register on the UCG-Ger-
many Web site at www.vkg.org/fot.php.
Registration is required and an e-mail
address is needed for registration.

Paul Kieffer

Guatemala
Antigua

The Feast in Guatemala will once
again be celebrated in the colonial and
quiet surroundings of Antigua, 45 min-
utes from Guatemala City. 

Antigua is a city where you can enjoy
a period of calm surrounded by volca-
noes, impressive views and a mild
weather all year round. During the Feast
period rain appears occasionally,
refreshing the place, leaving a pleasant
sensation of flowers and wet land. 

Antigua has a large list of places to
eat, for every taste and price range. You
can find everything from gourmet food
to economical local dishes.

The hotels we will be using vary in
prices and comfort; but they are accessi-
ble to everyone. There are also five-star
hotels, where you have to make your
own arrangements. We don’t work with

those hotels,but if you want information
about those hotels, we can provide you
their e-mail addresses so you can con-
tact them.

In 2005 we had an attendance of 522,
including visitors. The activities at the
Feast are planned to provide a family
atmosphere and experiences that will
make us enjoy on a small scale the world
of tomorrow. To do this, we offer, of
course, sermons and sermonettes every
day, a ladies’night with the Spokesmen
Club, a children’s party with gifts and
games, a talent afternoon, an seniors’
breakfast, a dance for the youth and
more. By the way, if you want to come,
and if you are 60 years or over,please let
us know.

If you decide to come,you will be our
guest—we will be waiting for you!

Reservations:You can contact the
Festival coordinator by e-mail at
drmundotello@hotmail.com.

Luis Mundo Tello

Italy
Sabaudia (South Rome)

The Feast last year in Sabaudia was
fabulous. We’ll return and celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles at that same beau-
tiful seaside town near Rome, as our
four-star hotel has kept prices as low as
last year’s prices. We can once again
offer transportation from/to Rome’s

Leonardo Da Vinci International Airport
before and after the Feast.

Church services will be held alter-
nately in English and Italian,with simul-
taneous translation. Headphones will be
provided on site. To give the overseas
brethren the opportunity to rest on their
arrival, there will be no church services
on the evening of Oct. 6,but two services
will be held on the first high day, Oct. 7.
English is spoken and understood by a
good number of Italian brethren who are
looking forward to meeting and fellow-
shipping with you.

Our two Feast hotels have their own
private beaches with sun umbrellas and
sun beds. They are located almost next
to each other, facing one of the most
limpid and uncontaminated stretches of
water in the Tyrrhenian Sea. This means
that in your spare time, and especially
during the Family Day, we can enjoy
activities such as swimming, beach vol-
leyball and table tennis, at no extra cost.
Also, a brand-new beauty center, with
gym and sauna, will be available to all
Feast participants at a very affordable
price.

The hotels’ facilities provide oppor-
tunities for relaxation and fun for our
children, young brethren, singles and
families. It is surrounded by sunny
dunes, lakes and the National Park of
Circeo. The entire area is an incompara-
ble witness of the perfect fusion of nat-
ural elements, which draws us closer to
our Creator God, the greatest artist of all.
Its climate is very mild: night and day
temperatures range from 65 to 90
degrees Fahrenheit.

The Feast site is located very close to
the fascinating and historical city of
Rome, the Vatican City as well as Pom-
pei (which was destroyed by volcanic
eruption in 79 B.C.). Cultural tours to
these places will be offered at very
affordable prices. Famous historical sites
in Rome, like the Coliseum, Imperial
Forum, Christian catacombs, the Vati-
can museums and several other places,
are a witness of the conquest of pagan-
ism over true Christianity.

Rooms are equipped with telephone,
TV set, air conditioner and shower. The
hotels are offering us very special prices,
approximately U.S. $72 per adult in a
double bedroom, inclusive of tax and
full board (three meals a day). Discounts
are offered to children who will be shar-
ing a room with their relatives: 50 per-
cent discount for children 3 to 6 years
old; 30 percent discount for children 7 to
12 years old; no cost for children under
2.

In regard to food, the Italian cuisine is
one of the richest, most delicious and
exquisite in the world. The hotel staff can
speak English,and its restaurant can host
a large group of brethren so that we can
enjoy our meals all together. The chef
knows the distinction of clean and
unclean foods,and the restaurant staff is
looking forward to welcoming and serv-
ing us diligently.

Furthermore, our young Italian
brethren will offer a talent show, an
evening dance and a Family Day on the
beach, by involving as many talented
volunteers as possible. If you can either
sing or play the piano or any other
musical instrument, or if you have any
other artistic talent that may entertain
the brethren at the talent show, your tal-

Antigua, Guatemala
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ent will be most welcome. Choir
singers and piano players are most
welcome as well. We also need a music
director for the English-speaking choir
singers. Your involvement in making
the Feast a greater success to God’s
glory will be appreciated with grati-
tude. 

The small group of Italian brethren
hope that you and your family can make
it to Italy this year. We are looking very
much forward to welcoming you and
fellowshipping with you in Jesus Christ.

Reservations:Your Feast applica-
tion/registration should be submitted as
soon as possible, through the Italian Web
site (http://www.labuonanotizia.org).
From outside Italy you may also contact
us by phone/fax (+39 35.452.35.73) or
by e-mail (carmelo.anastasi@tin.it).

Carmelo Anastasi

Ivory Coast (Côte
d’Ivoire)
La Mé

For the second year, there will be a
United Church of God Feast of Taber-
nacles site in the West African nation of
Côte d’Ivoire. The site will be in the rur-
al village of La Mé, about one hour’s
drive out of the commercial capital of
Abidjan. All services will be in French.
La Mé has a rustic inn capable of receiv-
ing a few visitors. Attendance will be
about 25 people.

There is an unresolved civil-war sit-
uation in Côte d’Ivoire. At the time of
writing, there was a ceasefire and the
situation was relatively calm, but there
have been periodic outbreaks of civil
unrest and occasional combat situa-
tions. There is a UN peacekeeping pres-
ence in parts of the country. The U.S.
State Department issued a travel warn-
ing about Cote d’Ivoire on Aug. 25,
2005. Any potential visitors should take
this situation into account before plan-
ning to attend the Feast in Côte
d’Ivoire.

No visa is currently required from
most Western countries for entry into
Côte d’Ivoire. A yellow fever vaccina-
tion is required for entry.

Registration: More information and
registration forms may be received by
contacting Joel Meeker by e-mail at
joel_meeker@ucg.org; or by writing to
French Department, United Church of
God,an International Association,P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027, USA; or by calling him at the
home office at (513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Jamaica
Montego Bay

Jamaica, one of the Caribbean’s
brightest tropical jewels, is an island of
intoxicating natural beauty—from lush
rainforest and mountainous terrain to
spectacular waterfalls, sun-drenched
beaches and turquoise waters. 

This year’s Feast will be held at the
Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort in Mon-
tego Bay. Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort
is a 20-acre beachfront property,catering
to singles, couples and families, with
great emphasis placed on families.

One of the many benefits guests will
enjoy is the ease of transportation from
the Montego Bay Sangster Internation-
al Airport. Being close to downtown
Montego Bay and only 10-minutes trav-
el via airport transfer allows guests to
spend more time on the beach and less
in the van. 

Montego Bay area shopping, both
downtown and across the street at the
Holiday Village’s shops,combined with
other area attractions and on-site recre-
ational opportunities ensure no one is
left with nothing to do.

The Holiday Inn Sunspree
Resort–Montego Bay offers 524 well-
appointed rooms and suites. These
accommodations are located within sev-
en dedicated buildings that offer an inti-
mate environment with the services pos-
sible from a large, full-service facility. 

All accommodations offer a balcony
or patio, cable television, a digital clock
radio, coffeemaker, hair dryer, iron and
ironing board. All rooms have a full
complement of guest amenities within
the room or from Guest Services as part
of the Holiday Inn Hospitality Program.
The hotel’s on-site Marketessen, duty-
free shop and boutique and hair salon
can also handle any personal needs
guests may have. 

The rates (all-inclusive,per room,per
night) are as follows:

• Single (1 person over 12),US$135;
suites, US$235.

• Double (2 persons over 12),
US$180; suites, US$280.

• Triple (3 persons over 12),US$265;
suites, US$365.

• Quad (4 persons over 12),US$340;
suites US$440.

Children 12 and under are free,while
13 to 19 pay US$70 per child per night,
when they share the room with an adult.

These rates include the following:
• Accommodations.
• Three meals daily—breakfast,

lunch and dinner.
• Snacks from morning until

evening.
• Local brand beverages and cock-

tails.
• Large lagoon-shaped free-form

swimming pool.
• Adult-only pool.
• Fully equipped fitness center.
• Four lighted tennis courts.
• Windsurfing, sailing.
• Day and night entertainment.
• Children 12 and under stay, play

and eat free!
• Children’s activity centers for kids

from 6 months to 12 years.
• Teen Scene.
• One oceanfront whirlpool fits 12

people.
• Use of miniature golf course.
The above rates include gratuity.
Being the second-largest hotel in

Jamaica, Holiday Inn Sunspree Resort
has a wide expanse of beach, approxi-
mately a half mile long, offering guests
plenty of room for walking or relaxing.
Water sports, including Sunfish sailing,
pedal boats and kayaks, are included in
the price. Motorized water sports are,of
course, additional. 

The hotel has a fitness center with
Exercycles and Nautilus equipment; and
tennis, basketball and volleyball courts
are all on the property. The latest addi-
tion is a nine-hole miniature golf course.

The resort provides a wide variety of
food and beverage offerings, including
the MoBay Festival Food Court, the
Barefoot Bar & Grill, Casa Verandah,
Vistas, Seabreeze and the Jerk Hut.

The hotel does not recommend that
guests change a lot of their money into
local currency.

We appreciate your prayers that God
will grant us good weather before and
during the Feast. We look forward to
welcoming you to Holiday Inn Sunspree
and the 2006 Feast of Tabernacles. 

Location of Services:Rosehall Ball-
room at the Holiday Inn Sunspree
Resort. The room is air-conditioned, so
regular Sabbath attire as is worn in North
American congregations is appropriate.
Dress for all other activities is casual.

First Service:Friday,Oct. 6,at 7 p.m. 
Reservations:For those who are

interested in attending the Jamaica Feast
site, please request a Festival Transfer
Application form from Kingsley Math-
er at kingsley_mather@ucg.org. This
form should be completed and faxed to
the Holiday Inn Sunspree Hotel Resort
along with authorization to charge a
credit card for two nights’deposit.

If you have questions about the
hotel, please e-mail Ms. Lavern
Johnson at Holiday Inn Sunspree at
LJohnson@SunspreeJam.com or tele-
phone her at (876) 953-2486.

If you have any questions about the
site, please e-mail Kingsley Mather at
kingsley_mather@ucg.org or phone
him at (242) 364-5566

Please check the Caribbean Web site
for further updates at www.ucg-
caribbean.org. 

Kingsley Mather

Kenya
Nairobi

Karibu Sana(a warm welcome)
from your Kenyan, Tanzanian and
Ugandan brethren who invite you to
join us for God’s Feast this year in
Nairobi,Kenya. The Feast site complex
is an upscale conference center located
on the outskirts of the capital city,
Nairobi. 

Feast group activities will include a
game-drive safari through Nairobi
National Park, a visit to the zoo and
Family Day activities. An optional post-
Feast photo safari offers you an unpar-
alleled experience of driving among
Africa’s fascinating wildlife, including
all the “big five.”

Hotel accommodations for interna-
tional guests will be at a four-star resort
that boasts several excellent restaurants.
East Africa is treasured in the hearts of
all who courageously come and experi-
ence her.

Reservations:For more information,
send an e-mail to kenya@ucg.org and
request the “Kenya Festival Information
Packet.”

John Elliott

Malawi
Malawi is called the “warm heart of

Africa.” If you are looking for a unique
Feast experience by a beautiful lake,
Malawi may be the place for you. Lake
Malawi is the third largest lake in Africa

(362 miles long and 10 to 50 miles
wide). 

Malawi is a peaceful country with
very friendly people. There are plenty
of activities that you can participate in,
like safaris to game parks, sailing,
kayaking and snorkeling. Malawi is a
landlocked country in Africa bordered
by Tanzania to the north and Zambia to
the west. 

The climate is mild with high tem-
peratures around 27 degrees Celsius (80
Fahrenheit) at that time of year. Entry to
Malawi is easy,as an American passport
is all that is necessary and visas are not
required. An airport fee ($30 at the pre-

sent time) must be paid before leaving
the country.

Access by air is available to the lodge
from Lilongwe, which is about 170
miles from the Feast site. British Air-
ways and South African Airways have
many flights to Malawi. Keep in mind
that Malawi is in a malaria area and pre-
cautions should be taken. The Feast
occurs during the dry season, which
reduces the risk.

Housing is available at Nkopola
Lodge in Malawi. All rooms at the lodge
have air conditioning and digital satel-
lite television. The lodge has gear avail-
able for the water sport of your choice,
including waterskiing,snorkeling,wind-
surfing or canoeing. 

Rates are about $90 per day per cou-
ple at the present exchange rate (subject
to change). This includes breakfast. Oth-
er accommodations at a reduced price
are also available in the area. The lodge
is located within walking distance of the
hall where services are held.

Lake Malawi offers the opportunity
for a unique African experience. If you
are interested, call Bill Jahns (27 11
868 1838) or send an e-mail to
bill_jahns@ucg.org. 

Bill Jahns

Malaysia
Melaka (Malacca)

One of Southeast Asia’s newer Feast
sites is located in Melaka on the shores
of the Strait of Malacca. Melaka
(Malacca in English) is a historical
city, bearing a fascinating mixture of
Chinese, Islamic and European cul-
ture.

Portuguese,Dutch, Islamic,Chinese
and British architectural styles influ-
ence city structures. It was one of Asia’s
greatest trading ports and is still a major
tourist destination in Malaysia. The
area also highlights delicious Straits
Chinese cooking, as well as chicken
and beef satay, which originated in
Malay cuisine. 

Just a few of the local attractions
include the Malacca Sultanate Palace,

Malacca Reptile Park, Crocodile and
Butterfly Farms, Malaysia-in-Minia-
ture and a wide variety of historical
sites and landmarks. Visitor informa-
tion can be found at www.visitor-
malaysia.com/states_malacca.htm.

International visitors and local
brethren from Indonesia, Malaysia and
Singapore will meet for services in the
newly renovated,modern City Bayview
Hotel in central Melaka. All services are
conducted in English. Group activities
are being organized for attendees.

Many brethren plan to stay at the City
Bayview Hotel www.bayviewintl.com.
(Room rates in Malaysian ringgits
[RM]; 10 percent service charge and 5
percent tax included.)

• Superior room (two persons,
including buffet breakfast) RM160
(US$42) per night.

• Extra bed RM70 (US$19) per
night.

• Deluxe room (two persons, includ-
ing buffet breakfast) RM276 (US$73)
per night.

• Studio suite (one bedroom,two per-
sons, including buffet breakfast) RM368
(US$97) per night.

• Two-bedroom suites are available.
Room rates have been negotiated at a

group discount. Please contact the site
coordinator,Jeff Caudle, regarding your
accommodation needs at the City
Bayview Hotel in Melaka, rather than
contacting the hotel directly.

The City Bayview Hotel offers two
restaurants (Chinese and European),
coffee bar, sports lounge, swimming
pool, spa pool, exercise gym and sauna.
Inexpensive wireless Internet access is
available within the hotel. The hotel is
within walking distance or short taxi
ride of several cultural and historic sites
in central Melaka. Bazaars, restaurants
and shopping are also nearby. Sight-
seeing excursions are easily arranged
through the hotel tour desk.

International visitors are advised to fly
into Kuala Lumpur,Malaysia,or Singa-
pore. Taxis can be hired directly from
Kuala Lumpur International Airport and
reach Melaka in about two hours. Visi-
tors traveling by taxi from Singapore
arrive in about four hours.

A wide variety of information is avail-
able on www.tourism.gov.my. If you are
interested in joining us for the Feast in
Melaka, please contact us as soon as
possible. We very much look forward to
welcoming you to Malaysia!

Location of Services: The City
Bayview Hotel Melaka, Jalan Benda-
hara, 75100 Melaka, Malaysia; phone
++60-6-283 9888.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations:For further informa-
tion and registration, contact Jeff Cau-
dle, P.O. Box 22, Shortland Street,
Auckland 1015, New Zealand; phone
+64-9-817 5496; e-mail jeff_cau-
dle@ucg.org.

Jeff Caudle

Mexico
San Miguel de Allende

This year the Feast in Mexico will be
celebrated once again, for the third time,
with the folklore and beauty of San
Miguel de Allende,a small town with the

Swimming pool at Nkopola Lodge
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flavor of  “a very Mexican village.” San
Miguel de Allende is located 60 kilome-
ters (about 37 miles) north of Queretaro
City, in the state of Guanajuato.

San Miguel was declared a national
monument in 1926. It is a very beautiful
and picturesque city of arched colonial
mansions, flower-filled patios,plenty of
fine hotels, restaurants and winding, ter-
raced cobblestone streets. If you ever
wanted to visit a typical safe and small
city with the best Mexico has to offer in
arts and crafts, San Miguel is the place.

An authentic Mexican town with
international flair, San Miguel de
Allende is centuries old and provides a
relaxing,peaceful setting to celebrate the
Feast of Tabernacles 2006.

The Hotel Real de Minas will be the
host hotel for the Feast. It is 10 minutes
walking distance from downtown. Ser-
vices in Spanish (with simultaneous
translation into English) will be held in
the hotel. You will find that it will be con-
venient to be close by so that you can fel-
lowship and participate with us in the
social events and activities.

This year Feast activities will include
a family-grill get-together, a children’s
party, a singles’ activity, a ladies’ after-
noon tea, a shopping tour to the city of
Leon, a talent show and a family picnic
at a thermal waters recreational site.

The hotel rate is US$60 dollars per
adult per day (based on double occu-
pancy). We are expecting about 350 peo-
ple this year. Come down and celebrate
the Feast with us in this beautiful, typi-
cal, quiet and safe small town.

Reservations:Call the hotel desk at:
(52-415) 152-2626 to make your reser-
vation, and mention that you are going
to attend the convention with Iglesia de
Dios Unida (United Church of God).
You can also ask for information at:
www.zonaturistica.com/sistReserva/res
ervacion.php?act=mna&id=7838.

Lauro Roybal

New Zealand
Taupo

Taupo has been selected as the new
Feast of Tabernacles site for New
Zealand in 2006. This beautiful town is
located on the North Island, just four
hours’drive south of Auckland Interna-
tional Airport. Taupo may be reached by
rental car or bus, traveling through the
green countryside of the lush Waikato
farmland. Regular domestic air flights
also service Taupo from the major cities.

The town of Taupo, population
22,000, is nestled on the northern end of
beautiful Lake Taupo, New Zealand’s
largest lake. Lake Taupo is internation-
ally famous for its rainbow trout and
offers a wide range of chartered fishing
boats for hire. Other places of interest in
the area include the Wairakei Geother-
mal Project,Aratiatia Rapids,Huka Falls
and Craters of the Moon boiling mud
pools. There are a number of thermal hot
pools, and some accommodation units
have private pools attached.

Within an hour’s drive of Taupo is the
city of Rotorua,with its many Maori and
thermal attractions. Close by are areas
for fly fishing, hunting and bush walk-
ing. Taupo offers visitors a wide range of
attractions making this a truly marvelous
Feast site.

Mount Ruapehu is a two-hour drive
to the south of Lake Taupo. The moun-
tain, an active volcano, is known for its
excellent snow skiing. The ski fields are
normally operating during the Feast
period.

Services will be held at the Terraces
Hotel, a few minutes drive from central
Taupo. The hotel meeting room offers
scenic views of Lake Taupo. Photos and
other Terraces Hotel information can be
found at www.terraceshotel.co.nz.

There is an excellent range of accom-
modation, from four-star hotels to
motels, lodges,holiday rental homes and
camping grounds. Prices range from
NZ$40 to over $200 per night. Other less
expensive accommodations are also
available. 

Two helpful New Zealand accommo-
dation Web sites are www.aatravel.co.nz
and www.jasons.com.

The weather is normally temperate,
with cooler nights and warm sunny days.
Visitors should bring warm clothing, as
it can be cool in the evenings.

The New Zealand brethren look for-
ward to welcoming you and the many
overseas visitors who visit us each year.
Attendance is expected to be about 100
people this year.

Location of Services: Terraces
Hotel,Taupo, located about 1 kilometer
away from the lakefront of Lake Taupo
on the Napier Taupo Hwy. (SH5). 

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations:Visitors wishing to
transfer to the Taupo site, please contact
Feast coordinator Jeff Caudle, P.O. Box
22, Shortland St.,Auckland 1015, New
Zealand; e-mail jeff_caudle@ucg.org;
phone +64-9-817 5496.

Art Verschoor

Nigeria
It is expected that there will be just

one Feast site in Nigeria this year and
that the attendance will be about 150
members. The Nigerian members are
very warm and enthusiastic.  

Costs to attend are very low by West-
ern standards, but at this point we have
not confirmed a location for the Feast.

Warning: For many years, the U.S.
State Department has strongly recom-
mended against U.S. citizens traveling
to Nigeria. Persons interested in attend-
ing should contact Fred Kellers by e-
mail at fred_kellers@ucg.org or call
(615) 591-4966.

Fred Kellers

Peru
Huanchaco

Once again we will be celebrating the
Feast of Tabernacles in Huanchaco, a
small town near Trujillo,on the shores of
the Pacific Ocean. Trujillo is located 348
miles north from Lima. You can get to
Trujillo either by bus or by plane. It takes
eight hours by bus and 50 minutes by
plane. A round-trip bus ticket is about
US$50 per person and a round-trip plane
ticket is about $300.

We expect warm weather during the
days and a little windy weather during
the evenings.

Hotel prices vary from $20 to $50 a

night for a double bed room in Huan-
chaco. If you prefer to stay in Trujillo,
prices vary from $30 to $80 a night. Also
if you stay in Trujillo you will have to
consider transportation costs.

Food is not expensive, and in Huan-
chaco there are several places where you
can enjoy good meals.

We will be providing English transla-
tions this year,but have limited space for
transfers. 

First Service:Friday,Oct. 6,at 8 p.m.
Reservations:For further details or

to request an application form, contact
Manuel Quijano, Apartado 18-0766,
Lima, Peru; or by e-mail at
smquija@terra.com.pe; or call his cell
phone at 51-1-99633915.

If you want to stay in Hostal Huan-
chaco,where services and activities will
take place,send an e-mail as soon as pos-
sible since there is very limited space.
All reservations for Hostal Huanchaco
have to be made through the Church
since we have arranged a special price
as a group.

Manuel Quijano

Philippines
Baguio City

Baguio is a city in the northern moun-
tains of Luzon some 260 kilometers
(160 miles) north of Manila. Being a
temperate place in this predominantly
warm and humid tropical country, it has
been known as the summer capital of the
Philippines.

As in the past five consecutive years,
services will again be held at the confer-
ence hall of the Girl Scouts of the Philip-
pines (GSP) Ang Ating Tahanan
grounds. The hall where services will be
held can easily accommodate as many
as 150 Feastgoers.

The GSP grounds have cottages and
dormitory-type accommodations where
Feastgoers can lodge within walking
distance of the meeting hall. Nearby
hotels and inns are also available. Costs
of accommodations range from US$4
per person per day for dormitory-type
accommodations to US$60 per night for
hotel room accommodations.

We are expecting some 100 to 120
Feastgoers, mainly brethren coming
from the Luzon region of the country.
But we are always looking forward to as
many international brethren as possible
coming to enjoy and celebrate the Feast
with us.

Location of Services:Conference
hall of the Girl Scouts of the Philippines
(GSP) Ang Ating Tahanan grounds,
along South Drive, Baguio City, Philip-
pines.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 6:30
p.m.

Reservations:Those interested may
get in touch with Rey Evasco by e-mail
at ucgmnl@pacific.net.ph or by phone
at +63 (917) 814 7826 or by mail at
MCPO Box 4774, Makati City 1287,
Philippines.

Rey Evasco

Davao City
Davao City is located just 1 1⁄2 hours

by jet south of Manila (about US$60 air-
fare, one way), and is blessed to be out-
side the typhoon belt affecting most of
the country yearly. Breezy and mild tem-

peratures range from 26 to 32 Celsius at
that time of the year.

Davao’s international airport connects
directly with flights to and from Singa-
pore and other South Asian countries.
Davao also connects to the rest of the
country by land, sea and air transport.
Davao City’s approximately 2,000 taxis
use two-way radio transceivers.

As the “fruit basket of the country,” it
has a wide assortment of fruits, includ-
ing exotic ones. In addition, rare and
beautiful tropical flowering plants flour-
ish. Beautiful white sand beaches lined
with coconut trees abound along the
shores, lapped by clear waters reflecting
warm blue skies. Such resorts maintain
international standards.

The Festival venue this year will again
be at the GSP Regional Training Camp
in Toril, Davao City. It is about 15 kilo-
meters (10 miles) southwest of down-
town Davao and about a kilometer from

the coast. All housing facilities have
screened windows. In addition some
rooms are air-conditioned. Meals will be
served in the screened dining hall. Three
meals plus accommodation is about
US$6 per day. The camp facilities and
ambience lends to enhanced fellowship
and our being called out of this world.

A two-star beach resort one kilometer
from the GSP Camp is also available. A
room or cottage with six beds costs
US$16 to $20 per day. It has cold and
hot water with private toilet and bath.
The cost of meals will depend on the
type of order. Downtown five-star buf-
fets costs about US$9 per person. Rates
such as this already include taxes. Tips
are not obligatory. 

Services will be conducted in English
(with translation into Cebuano). 

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Reservations:For more informa-
tion, please contact the Festival coor-
dinator, Edmond Macaraeg, through
any of the following: E-mail:
ed_macaraeg@ucg.org; P.O. Box
81840, DCCPO 8000 Davao City,
Philippines; telephone/fax: +(63 82)
241-0150; or mobile phone: +63 918
904 4444.

Edmond D. Macaraeg

Iloilo City
One of the three Feast sites for UCG

Philippines will be held once again in
Punta Villa Beach Resort in Iloilo City,
which is located in the Visayas Islands in
the central part of the Philippines. About
283 miles from Manila, it is the gateway
to the flourishing Western Visayas
region. Iloilo’s climate is tropical. The
temperature ranges from 27 to 32
degrees Celsius (82 to 90 Fahrenheit)
throughout the year. It has two main sea-

sons—rainy (June to September) and
dry (October to May).

You can travel to Iloilo from other
parts of the Philippines in style. By air,
there are jets daily from Manila, which
take about an hour for a one-way fare
ranging from US$45 to US$50. By sea,
sailing time is about 20 hours from
Manila for a one-way fare ranging from
US$18 to US$30. Passenger jeepneys,
metered taxis,buses and private cars reg-
ularly ply the city’s road networks.

A visit to Iloilo is a trip back to the
past, without losing touch with the pre-
sent. One can still find scores of neo-
classical structures dotting the streets.
Most of these are ancestral homes,man-
sions built during the Spanish era, rem-
iniscent of a glorious past. One can find
a few surviving century-old homes and
churches in the city and nearby munici-
palities,another facet of Iloilo’s rich her-
itage.

Iloilo has stretches of seaside com-
munities and beach resorts. One can scu-
ba dive, swim and snorkel at Guimaras
islands,a 15-minute ride on a motorized
boat (banca). The underwater seascapes
are some of the most undisturbed in the
country.

Above all, you’ll experience the love,
warmth and hospitality of the wonderful
brethren. Expected attendance is 130 or
more.

Room rates are as follows: Executive
rooms with hot/cold bath,TV and refrig-
erator—US$25; double queen-sized bed
rooms with hot/cold bath, TV and
refrigerator—US$20; standard double
bed rooms with hot/cold bath and TV—
US$16.

Morning services are a daily feature,
balanced by a variety of afternoon social
activities and sports except on the Holy
Days. If anyone would like to take a side
trip to one of the best beaches in the
world, Boracay Island Resort is highly
recommended.

Reservations: For more details,
bookings or reservations,please contact
the Iloilo Festival coordinator, Florante
Siopan, at florante_siopan@ucg.org or
check the following Web site
www.ucg.org.ph/feast/iloilo.php.

Florante Siopan

Portugal
Costa de Caparica

The fishing village of Costa de
Caparica, just outside Lisbon, will once
again be the site for the United Church
of God Feast in Portugal.

Services will be held at the Hotel Cos-
ta da Caparica (www.hotelcostacapari-
ca.pt/), which is a four-star hotel on the
seafront. It is serviced by restaurants and
eating facilities with continental
esplanades on the wide sidewalk just
outside the hotel. The hotel is easily
reached from Lisbon airport in about
half an hour drive by taxi. 

Costa de Caparica is a pleasant fishing
village with a market literally around the
corner, and various shops on the fisher-
man’s street within walking distance
from the hotel.

The region where Costa de Caparica
is situated is called Almada in the “Cos-
ta Azul” (Blue Coast) and is a popular
tourist destination. 

Costa de Caparica is well known for
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its extensive sandy beaches (more than
16 miles—about 25 kilometers) with
fine and white sand. The Atlantic, the
Tagus (Rio Tejo) and the picturesque
banks marry together to make a multi-
tude of possibilities and diversities that
make the Blue Coast a wonderful desti-
nation for the Feast in Portugal.

The river Tagus separates Lisbon
downtown (in the north) from Almada
(in the south). A large suspension bridge
joins the two areas. There are frequent
buses and ferries between Costa de
Caparica and downtown Lisbon. Taxis
are very popular in Portugal and well
priced.  

The proximity to Lisbon allows visits
to historic sites, such as where the first
navigators left to find the New World,
castles, museums, etc. Special group
tours with English-speaking tour guides
will be organized during the Feast.
Please use the following Web sites to get
more information about the hotel and
places to visit in Lisbon:

• www.hotelcostacaparica.pt/ for
view of the hotel and conference room
where the Feast will be held.

• www.atl-turismolisboa.pt for Lis-
bon tourist information.

• www.portugalinsite.pt for general
information about Portugal.

Services will be held mainly in Eng-
lish with translation into Portuguese.
There will be some sermonettes in Por-
tuguese, which will be translated into
English. 

Services will be held every day at 10
a.m. (from Oct. 8 to 13). On the first
Holy Day (Oct. 7) there will be a Por-
tuguese Bible study at 10 a.m. and the
service will be at 3 p.m. On the Last
Great Day (Oct. 14) there will be ser-
vices at 10:30 a.m. and at 3 p.m.

Location of Services:8th Floor,
Hotel Costa da Caparica, Av. General
Humberto Delgado, 47; 2829-506 Cos-
ta de Caparica, Portugal. 

First Service:Friday,Oct. 6,at 8 p.m. 
Reservations: To register for the

Feast,please download the “2006 Festi-
val Registration–Portugal” form from
the UCG Web site Festival pages, and
submit your registration by either:

• E-mailing the completed registra-
tion form to the Festival coordinator at
jorge_decampos@ucg.org.

• Faxing the registration form to
(513) 576-9795 to Jorge de Campos’
attention.

Please ensure you complete the infor-
mation in the registration form with
details about all the people that will
make up your group,and for whom you
will be paying. Please do not assume that
you are registered to attend the Feast in
Portugal by simply e-mailing or faxing
the registration form. Please ensure you
get confirmation of registration from the
Festival coordinator.

Accommodation is available at the
same hotel where the Feast will be held.
Very special rates have been negotiated
at the same price as last year. To get these
special rates, you need to book through
the Festival coordinator upon registra-
tion. Although no deposit is required,
your early booking is appreciated for our
planning. 

The accommodation rates are:
• Single room: 55.50 euros per night

(or 66 euros if sea view requested).
• Double room: 62 euros per night

(that is,31 euros per person if you share),
including two breakfasts.

• Double room with sea view: 78.50
euros per night (that is, 39.25 euros per
person if you share), including two
breakfasts.

• Children 3 years old and under:
Free, if sharing room with two adults.

• Children from 4 to 11 years old: 15
euros/night, including breakfast, if shar-
ing room with two adults. Maximum of
one extra bed per room.

• Children in separate room: 25 per-
cent discount over adult price.

• Suites are also available, but the
hotel is not offering special rates on the
suites. Please ask the Festival coordina-
tor for the pricing details of the suites,
should you be interested.

For further information visit the
ucg.org Web site in the Festival section.

Jorge de Campos

Rwanda 
Muhazi

Beautiful Lake Muhazi in north cen-
tral Rwanda will be the site of the Feast
of Tabernacles for 2006. Attendance at
this French and Kinyarwanda-speaking
site is expected to be 60. Lodging,meals
and services will be in a house and on its
grounds on the lakeshore. Meals will be
prepared by those attending this site. Vis-
itors would need to stay in Kigali and
commute to the site each day via a one-
hour taxi ride. The situation is currently
calm and stable in Rwanda.

Visitors can also arrange a trip to vis-
it the mountain gorillas in the Virunga
National Park on a day trip from Kigali.

Festival activities will include a fam-
ily activity day, a talent show and Bible
studies.

At the time of writing, no visa was
required for U.S. and most European cit-
izens. Nationals of other countries
should check with the Rwandan
embassy in their country. A yellow fever
vaccination may be required for entry.

Registration: More information and
registration forms may be received by
contacting Joel Meeker by e-mail at
joel_meeker@ucg.org; or by writing to
French Department, United Church of
God,an International Association,P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027, USA; or by calling him at the
home office at (513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

South Africa
George

Once again the United Church of God
will be keeping the Feast of Tabernacles
in the beautiful town of George, South
Africa. Situated at the foot of the Out-
eniqua Mountains, surrounded by nat-
ural lakes, forests and the warm Indian
Ocean, the setting is truly millennial.

For the past two years services were
held at the Civic Centre in the central
business district. This year we have
secured a beautiful hall at the George
campus of the Nelson Mandela Metro-
politan University. The university is sit-
uated within the natural forests some six
kilometers outside of George. 

There are many game parks and
places of interest to visit,but perhaps the

greatest attraction of all is the friendly
and helpful local populace. The young
Feastgoers are planning a visit to the for-
est canopy in the Tsitsikamma National
Park where many species of wildlife
may be viewed. In the same area there is
an elephant park where you may even
get to pet a baby elephant.

For those who enjoy steam trains,
there is the Railway Museum with dai-
ly trips to the historic harbor town of
Knysna via the sea, lakes and forests.
Accommodation is available for all
tastes and budgets.

George has an airport and is only 450
kilometers from Cape Town Interna-
tional Airport. Come and enjoy a won-
derful Feast with us.

Location of Services:George cam-
pus of the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan
University.

Information/Reservations: It
would be appreciated if international
visitors would contact the Festival elder
at stanbotha@xsinet.co.za.

For more information,please visit our
Web site at www.fotrsa.co.za.

Stan Botha

Uvongo
Africa is a continent blessed with a

wide variety of animals and wildlife
found in no other part of the world.
South Africa has many miles of beauti-
ful beaches and a mild climate that will
enhance your Festival experience.
Uvongo is located near the Indian Ocean
and is a wonderful place to enjoy God’s
creation. The brethren are friendly and
the atmosphere is relaxing. Situated
about 120 kilometers (80 miles) south
of Durban, on the edge of the Indian
Ocean, the area is well known for its sub-
tropical climate. United Church of God
has celebrated the Feast of Tabernacles
here each year since 1995. 

Visitors will enjoy the small-town
atmosphere that means you often meet
other members by chance. If you have
access to the Internet,check out the pho-
tos of previous Festival activities and the
Festival schedule at www.ucgrsa.org,
which also has links to other South
African sites. Links include Web sites of
the South African Tourism Board; a
local Uvongo Web site and several oth-
ers to help plan your visit and make your
stay memorable. 

Overseas visitors will find that excel-
lent quality hotel accommodations and
meals are very affordable. Lush tropical
vegetation surrounds the area. Sugar
cane fields and tea plantations are a few
kilometers inland. A steam train takes
passengers to a nearby restaurant for a
cream tea after chugging an hour or so
through the countryside. Youngsters
paddle down the river that runs into the
sea near St. Michael’s, a few minutes’
drive from the hall. 

Because there are so many areas to
visit and enjoy, it is worthwhile for visi-
tors arriving by plane to rent a car from
the Durban airport. The Festival activi-
ties are all close to Uvongo,so if you can
arrange transportation to the Feast site,a
rental car is not absolutely essential.

Temperatures are from the lower 70s
Fahrenheit (lower 20s Celsius) with a
10-degree variation. Feastgoers should
take note that the Feast falls during the
rainy season, though we often have just
the right weather for activities!

Accommodations are mostly self-
catering, with a wide variety of two- or
three-bedroom holiday apartments
available. The area is a premier tourist
attraction, so there are many restaurants
as well as shopping centers that cater to
most needs.

Accommodation costs will range
from $30 to $80 per day for self-catering
units. Hotel rates fall into the same price
range per person per day, inclusive of
dinner,bed and breakfast. Uvongo is sit-
uated close to a golf course and other
sporting activities such as tennis, horse
riding, swimming and surfing (the area
enjoys a warm sea current).

There are also a number of scenic dri-
ves, such as the well-known Oribi
Gorge. Another place of interest is the
Zulu village near Durban. Attendance is
expected to be about 220.

Location of Services:Uvongo Town
Hall.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes:There is a 14 percent VAT. Vis-
itors may request a refund for the tax on
souvenirs, etc., at the point of departure
if they have receipts. 

Reservations:Visitors interested
in attending, or who need more
information, should contact André
van Belkum by e-mail at
andre_van_belkum@ucg.org or by
telephone at +27 (31) 267-1109. If
dialing from within South Africa, the
area code is 031. Festival accommo-
dations are described in the Festival
Brochure on www.ucgrsa.org. 

André van Belkum

Sri Lanka
Beruwela

Sri Lanka is a small island of diversi-
ty off the southern coast of India. The
climate is tropical, the people are won-
derful and hospitable, and the food is
delicious. 

The location of the Feast site will be
the Neptune Hotel located in Beruwela,
which is 35 miles south of the capital
city, Colombo. Beruwela is located on
the southwestern coast of Sri Lanka,
along the beautiful shoreline of the Indi-
an Ocean. Visitors will enjoy some beau-
tiful sunsets over the Indian Ocean. The
weather will be warm and tropical with
sunny skies tempered with the cooling
effect of some tropical rains.

Services will be in English, and the
expected attendance is 30 to 60 people.
One of the highlights of the Feast will
be the talent show. Short excursions can
also be arranged during the Feast, and
longer excursions to the hill country (tea-
producing area) can be arranged before
or after the Feast.

International guests will arrive at the
Colombo International Airport and can
hire a taxi to Beruwela for approximate-
ly $20 to $30. The trip normally takes
about one or two hours, depending on
the time of arrival and traffic.

The Neptune Hotel is a nice, all-
inclusive beach resort with a friendly and
courteous staff offering Feastgoers a
wonderful example of South Asian hos-
pitality. You will enjoy an abundance of
delicious food featuring Sri Lankan cur-
ries and international fare. Most dinners
will feature entertainment with a live

band playing Western and Sri Lankan
music.

Photos of the hotel can be viewed at
www.aitkenspenceholidays.com/nep-
tune/. The rates are for full board and are
as follows: single—US$55; double—
US$65; triple—US$87.

First Service:Friday,Oct. 6,at 7 p.m.
Reservations:For additional infor-

mation and reservations, please con-
tact David Baker by e-mail at
david_baker@ucg.org or call (585)
624-5166.

David Baker

Togo 
Kpalimé

Members from Togo and Benin will
celebrate the Feast at a private school
complex in the town of Kpalimé about
75 miles north of the capital city of
Lomé. About 60 people are expected to
attend this French-speaking site. As this
site is French-speaking only, anyone
wishing to transfer in needs to be fluent
in the language. Lodging, meals and
services will be at the site and those
attending the Feast will prepare the
meals. Several rudimentary but adequate
hotels are available to visitors in Kpal-
imé.

The situation is currently calm in
Togo, and travel there is relatively safe,
though there has been political unrest
and some rioting in the past year, espe-
cially targeting French nationals, fol-
lowing a “controversial”election. Poten-
tial visitors should monitor the situation
carefully.

Activities will include hikes,a family
games day, soccer matches and a talent
show. A visa and a yellow fever vacci-
nation are required for entry into Togo.

Registration: More information and
registration forms may be received by
contacting Joel Meeker by e-mail at
joel_meeker@ucg.org; or by writing to
French Department, United Church of
God,an International Association,P.O.
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027, USA; or by calling him at the
home office at (513) 576-9796.

Joel Meeker

Tonga
Mu’a

If you like a relaxing, enjoyable and
friendly environment, Tonga will be one
of the best Feast sites for you. The Feast
will be held again in Mu’a,12 miles from
Nuku’alofa, the capital.

This year the attractions include
scenic tours with wonderful views, as
well as visits to historic sites. Coral reef
tours and snorkeling will be available. In
addition, traditional dancing and dinner
at the Tonga National Cultural Center
would also be interesting for visitors.
There is a lot of beautiful beach that is
safe for swimming, picnics or coastal
walks.

The temperature usually ranges
between 20 and 25 degrees Celsius (68
and 77 Fahrenheit).

Nuku’alofa, the capital, offers a vari-
ety of good hotels and motels. The prices
range from T$65 to around T$150 per
night.

Accommodations available include:
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International Dateline Hotel, telephone
+676 23-411, fax +675 23-410; Harbour
View Motel, telephone +676 25-488, fax
+675 25-490; Nuku’alofa Hotel, tele-
phone +676 24-244, fax +675 23-154;
and Seaview Lodge, telephone +676 23-
709, fax +675 26-906.

Location of Services:The Church
Building, Mu’a, Tonga.

Reservations:Visitors interested in
attending or who need further informa-
tion, please contact Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou
by e-mail at htaufoou@kalianet.to, tele-
phone at +676 29165 or mail at P.O. Box
2617, Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

Heamasi Ta’ufo’ou

Trinidad and
Tobago
Tobago

Brethren from around the world are
invited to join the local brethren to
celebrate the 2006 Feast of Taberna-
cles to be held on the beautiful island
of Tobago, situated at the southern
end of the Caribbean island chain.
Tobago is the more peaceful and rus-
tic, smaller partner of the twin-island
state of Trinidad and Tobago and is
just 28 miles from the coast of South
America. 

Tobago is the perfect getaway for
many, including celebrities, and is the
holiday home of Harrison Ford. 

White sandy beaches washed by the
warm, blue-green Caribbean Sea, coral
reefs inhabited by colorful marine life,
lush tropical vegetation and friendly
people combine to make this a millen-
nial setting for the Feast. Feastgoers can
enjoy swimming at the many beaches,
diving, fishing, water sports, nature
walks, golfing and sampling the local
cuisine.

This year’s Feast will be held at the
beautiful Kariwak Village Hotel,an eco-
tourism resort, which is just a five-
minute walk from the airport. Services
will be held in a thatched roof ajoupa
located amidst lush tropical gardens and
open to cool sea breezes. 

Brethren can chose to stay at the Feast
site itself or choose from a variety of lux-
ury hotels and affordable guesthouses
located in close proximity. Rates range
from US$45 per night double occupan-
cy to US$200 per night. There are many
restaurants and eating places just min-
utes away where guests can have a taste
of Tobago’s local cuisine. 

Reservations:For further informa-
tion, please contact Kingsley Mather at
kingsley_mather@ucg.org or telephone
(242) 324-3169 or Steve Basant at
steve_marsha@yahoo.com. Since space
in the meeting hall is limited, visitors
should contact Mr. Basant or Mr. Math-
er before making travel arrangements.

Kingsley Mather

Turkey
If you are still interested in applying

for the Biblical Tour of Turkey
announced earlier in the year, please
contact USFestival@ucg.org or call
(970) 484-5878. Applications will be
accepted based upon availability.

Charles Melear

United States
Bend-Redmond, Oregon

The Bend-Redmond area is pleased
to host the Feast of Tabernacles again in
2006. Nestled in the pines of Central
Oregon, Bend is the hub of the resort
area in the Cascade Mountains. The
beautiful scenery of snowcapped moun-
tains, towering Ponderosa pines,
sparkling lakes and mountain streams
with spectacular waterfalls provides a
millennial setting. Warm, sunny days
and crisp, cool nights offer typical
autumn weather for the Fall Festival sea-
son. 

All types of housing are available
from low-cost motel rooms (some with
kitchenettes) to resort homes and con-
dominiums with full kitchens, fireplaces
and hot tubs near the meeting facility in
Redmond. Other scenic resort housing
accommodations are available in Bend
and Sunriver.

Central Oregon offers a wide range of
family-oriented activities—far more
than could possibly be crammed into
eight days. The nationally acclaimed
High Desert Museum features impres-
sive indoor natural history exhibits and
live animal programs in an outdoor set-
ting. Newberry National Volcanic Mon-
ument offers views of interesting fea-
tures of the area’s volcanic past,
including a large lava cave that is open
to explore on foot. Crater Lake is anoth-
er well-known scenic attraction within
driving distance.

Outdoor activities include hiking or
biking on your choice of many miles of
trails, horseback riding, hay rides, rock
climbing, rock hounding, fishing,canoe-
ing, boating and whitewater rafting on
the world famous Deschutes River.
Golfers will enjoy some of the nation’s
best courses with reasonable green fees.
Other facilities include art galleries,
nature centers, observatories and a
nature center. 

Bend has three shopping malls,
including a factory outlet mall as well as
the new award-winning Old Mill Dis-
trict on the banks of the Deschutes Riv-
er. The small tourist town of Sisters is a
must for window-shopping and sou-
venirs. Sunriver Resort offers a full
range of activities,shopping,dining and
housing. Several new businesses and
restaurants have opened in the past year
in Bend and surrounding areas.

Central Oregon offers a wide variety
of restaurants. Special dining experi-
ences include a dinner train and a unique
dining facility that offers a steak the size
of a small roast (or a whole chicken)
with all the trimmings for a price you
won’t believe in the rustic atmosphere
of a former cowboy shack. 

Location of Services:Deschutes
County Fair and Expo Center, Middle
Sister conference room, 3800 SW Air-
port Way, Redmond. This state-of-the-
art meeting facility is easy to find and
conveniently located (less than a mile
from the Bend-Redmond airport). 

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Check our Web site (www.ucg-
bend.org) for more details as they
become available. 

Larry J. Walker

Branson, Missouri
Branson will host the Feast of Taber-

nacles for the 11th time this year. Bran-
son, located in the hardwood-forested
hills of the Ozarks, is a beautiful area for
the Feast. It sits astride two lakes, and is
surrounded by clear flowing springs in
one of the most beautiful areas of the
Midwest. During the Feast the fall col-
ors of the hardwood forests can be spec-
tacular.

The area has something for everyone.
There are plenty of first-class accom-
modations as well as an abundance of
things to do. For those who want to sit
back and enjoy the beauty of God’s cre-
ation, the area is great. 

For the more energetic, you can shop
the outlet malls, go to some of the more
than 70 live music shows, play golf on
one of the many golf courses, take the
kids to the lake or one of several amuse-
ment areas or simply “get lost” on the
miles of hiking trails. Also,we will again
plan an afternoon or evening of special
seminars in addition to the regular ser-
vices. 

Branson has been one of the favorite
“transfer”sites over the years,so you can
visit with brethren from around the
country and the world. 

Accommodations range from kitch-
enettes to first-class hotels, most of
which include a deluxe continental
breakfast. If you prefer more space, you
can enjoy a beautiful condominium
overlooking the hills and lakes. Prices
are reasonable. 

Weather during the Feast is usually
mild, with normal lows in the 50s and
highs in the 70s. 

Services will be held in a beautiful
modern theater with plush theater seat-
ing for 1,600. We do have an allergy-free
room for those who need it.

Location of Services:Baldknobbers
Theater, 76 Country Blvd., Branson,
Missouri.

First Service:Sabbath, Oct. 7, at 10
a.m.

Taxes:Vary from 6 to 12 percent.
Michael Blackwell

Cincinnati, Ohio/Northern
Kentucky

Now, for the first time since the Unit-
ed Church of God moved the home
office to Cincinnati in 1998, you have
the opportunity to keep the Feast in the
same area as the office. This will allow
those who are interested the opportuni-
ty to tour the home office and Ambas-
sador Bible Center facilities. 

Sample the uniqueness of the region
by taking part in a special event that
comes to the region once every three to
four years. Slated for Oct. 4 to 8, 2006,
the Tall Stacks Music, Arts and Her-
itage Festival will return with even
more music, food, fun and riverboats
to entertain and educate thousands
(www.tallstacks.com).

Year-round activities include the Pur-
ple People Bridge Climb, the only attrac-
tion of its kind in the Northern Hemi-
sphere. This 21⁄2 hour experience
provides participants with the best 360-
degree view of the region. This 132-
year-old span across the Ohio River is
now a pedestrian bridge linking Ken-
tucky and Ohio.

The adjoining Newport on the Levee
and Newport Aquarium complex gives

young and old alike indelible memories
of their stay. The Zagat Survey selected
Newport on the Levee as the #1 shop-
ping mall attraction for families in the
United States in 2004. The survey also
listed the aquarium, home of “Sweet
Pea,” one of the world’s only shark rays
in captivity, as a top aquarium in the
United States. The 100,000-square-foot
aquarium houses 600 species. “Sleeping
With the Sharks” and a behind-the-
scenes tour for children will be available.

The National Underground Railroad
Freedom Center highlights Cincinnati
and Northern Kentucky’s key role in the
Underground Railroad’s heroic efforts
to help slaves secure safe passage across
the Ohio River to freedom during the
19th century.

Other must-see locations include the
Red’s Baseball Hall of Fame,Behringer
Crawford Museum in panoramic Devou
Park, the Cincinnati Museum Center
and the Cincinnati Zoo. 

Fine diners and shoppers won’t be
disappointed either, with hundreds of
nearby shops and eateries. The World of

Sports family entertainment complex in
Florence and Jillians in Covington also
offer a wide range of family activities.
So as you can see, there is something for
everyone.

A variety of housing will be available.
However,many will no doubt choose to
stay at the site of services, the Draw-
bridge Inn just off I-75 in Ft. Mitchell,
Kentucky,where we have secured some
very affordable prices. The Drawbridge
Inn offers three restaurants in-house, an
indoor pool,physical fitness center,bas-
ketball half court and sand volleyball.
All services,meetings and most Church-
sponsored activities will take place at the
Drawbridge. 

Average October temperatures are
highs of 68 and lows of 45.

Why not make plans to join us this
year for a wonderfully inspiring and fun-
filled Feast!

Location of Services:Drawbridge
Inn just off I-75 in Ft. Mitchell, Ken-
tucky.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes: The hotel/motel tax rate is
11.24 percent.

Mark Winner

Escondido (San Diego
North County), California

For the ninth consecutive year, the
San Diego area will host the 2006 Feast
at the California Center for the Arts in
Escondido, California, a beautiful con-
cert auditorium with an adjoining muse-
um and park.

Escondido is a suburb of San Diego,
about 35 minutes’drive north of down-
town and San Diego’s Lindbergh Inter-
national Airport. The airports in Ontario
and Orange County are about one and a

half hours away. Los Angeles Interna-
tional Airport is approximately two and
a half hours away.

The Escondido area offers less traffic
congestion than the busier downtown
areas of San Diego. North San Diego
County also offers a variety of housing
options from homes and condos on the
beach (25 to 30 minutes away) to econ-
omy properties near the meeting facili-
ty.

Available optional activities in the San
Diego area include the world-famous
San Diego Zoo and Balboa Park, the
maritime exhibitions in San Diego’s har-
bor, Old Town San Diego, Sea World,
the Wild Animal Park outside Escondi-
do, Lego Land in nearby Carlsbad and
the beautiful wine country of nearby
Temecula.

We will host a number of special
activities for all age groups, including a
Family Day, teen activities, young adult
activities and a seniors’ lunch. We are
expecting about 1,100 to attend. Aver-
age temperatures range from highs in the
80s to lows in the 60s.

For more information,see the Escon-
dido Feast site Web page at
www.ucgsd.org (the San Diego congre-
gation’s Web page).

Location of Services: California
Center for the Arts Escondido, 340
North Escondido Blvd.,Escondido,Cal-
ifornia. Please be aware, there are many
steps in the main facility. There is an ele-
vator and full handicap access.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes:10 percent room tax and 8 per-
cent sales tax.

Robin Webber

Jekyll Island, Georgia
Located in the Atlantic Ocean, just off

the southern coast of Georgia, Jekyll
Island was once an exclusive resort area
for American millionaires in the late
1800s and early 1900s. The state of
Georgia now owns the island and has
opened it to everyone. 

Visitors come from around the world
to enjoy the peaceful environment offer-
ing beautiful beaches, hiking, fishing
(requires a license), golfing, tennis and
wildlife viewing (65 percent of the
island is a nature preserve). A tour of
Millionaires’Village is one of the high-
light attractions. Horseback riding is
available on Jekyll Island and nearby St.
Simons Island.

This year we intend to offer a bus tour
to St. Simons Island. For more informa-
tion on this world-renowned location,go
to the Web site www.jekyllisland.com.

Temperatures range from 60 to 75
degrees Fahrenheit (16 to 24 degrees
Celsius), with the possibility of rain.
Major airports for arrival and departure
are Savannah, Georgia; Brunswick,
Georgia; and Jacksonville, Florida. A
rental car is advised. There is a $3 toll
per vehicle every time one enters the
island; one-week passes may also be
purchased.

Expected attendance is 1,250.
For details about activities, see the

Web site www.jekyllfeast.org.
Location of Services:Hartley Audi-

torium, 1 Beachview Drive, Jekyll
Island, Georgia.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Newport on the Levee
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Taxes:Local tax is 5 percent; state tax
is 6 percent.

David Treybig

Kerrville, Texas
Kerrville has proven to be a most pop-

ular Festival site for our Texan brethren
and for those who have transferred in
from across the nation. This year
promises to be equally rewarding.

Kerrville offers a wonderful taste of
the Texas hill country. The accommo-
dations are first-rate, the scenery is def-
initely Southwestern and the people are
friendly. The Festival site is located in
the heart of the area, where sparkling
spring-fed creeks meander through the
rugged terrain and rolling hills of the
Guadalupe River Valley. 

We have reserved the Inn of the Hills
Conference and Resort (www.innofthe-
hills.com). Having exclusive use of the
conference resort will give us unlimited
opportunities for intimate fellowship
and activities. Most of the additional
housing is available within three miles
of the Festival site. With so many of our
members staying on property or within
a short drive, and with our exclusive use
of the meeting rooms, we plan to offer
special venues for teens, singles, young
adults and senior citizens. Services will
be held in the newly completed 1,100-
seat ballroom. 

San Antonio is only one hour away
via direct interstate highway. A trip to
San Antonio will give our brethren the
opportunity to visit the famous “River
Walk,”River Walk Mall, the Alamo and
other popular sites. The Kerrville area
offers 16 wineries that are located with-
in an hour’s drive of the resort. Historic
Fredericksburg, with its German her-
itage and over 150 shops and boutiques,
is only a few miles away. 

Kerrville’s riverfront location lends
itself to a variety of water-oriented recre-
ational activities, such as canoeing,
kayaking, tubing, fishing, swimming or
waterside family picnicking. Numerous
antique shops, contemporary art gal-
leries and boutiques,as well as two chal-
lenging golf courses, add to Kerrville’s
appeal. Kerrville also offers a new five-
star-style restaurant for the gourmet.

The Inn of the Hills Conference
Resort has a beautiful courtyard with
pool and spa. Its on-site restaurant, the
Alpine Lodge, has seating for 160, with
the Inn Pub open nightly offering live
entertainment. 

Complimentary membership to the
Family Sports Center, located just across
the street, is available to those staying on
property. This facility has an indoor
pool, lap pool, basketball, racquetball
and volleyball courts,weightlifting cen-
ter, sauna, a 16-lane bowling alley and
other amenities. There is a six-screen
public movie theater adjacent to the
resort. 

With all of its out-of-the-way charm,
Kerrville is only one hour from beauti-
ful San Antonio, only 11⁄2 hours from
Austin, four hours from Houston and
five hours from the Dallas/Fort Worth
area. The elevation is 1,645 feet, with a
mild climate and temperatures averag-
ing a high of 80 and low of 52. 

Visit our Web site at www.ucgfort-
worth.org/kerrville/ for additional infor-
mation and updates.

Make plans now to experience God’s

Feast in the Texas hill country!
Location of Services:Inn of the

Hills, 1001 Junction Hwy., Kerrville,
Texas.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes:Room tax is 12 percent.
Britton M. Taylor

Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii
Due to its popularity,beauty and good

prices, Lahaina, Maui, will again be the
Hawaiian Feast site this year. Services
will again be provided at the elegant
Maui Theatre, a modern, comfortable,
air-conditioned auditorium, seating
close to 700 people. 

There are many activities available for
young and old to make it a more family-
oriented Feast. Among these are a tradi-
tional luau by the oceanfront, a chil-
dren’s party, a seniors’ luncheon,
singles’ and teens’ hospitality get-
togethers, seminars for teens and young
adults,a family dance and a Family Day
hotdog fry and snorkeling at the famous
Kapalua Bay. 

Tourist attractions include dinner
cruises, deep-sea fishing, dozens of
shops and numerous restaurants a block
away from the meeting place, a large
aquarium facility,golf, snorkeling,surf-
ing and helicopter rides around the
island. 

There is a varied range of prices for
housing, with many types of hotels and
condominiums available at the famous
Kaanapali beach area. All housing is
within the range of 20 minutes from the
meeting place.

The island of Maui is located about 80
miles south of Honolulu, Oahu, the cap-
ital of Hawaii. There are numerous direct
flights to Maui from the U.S. mainland.
Check with your travel agent or go
online. Daily temperatures should be in
the 80s Fahrenheit (26 to 31 Celsius). 

Please remember the attire at services
is Hawaiian wear: for men, it’s nice
Hawaiian shirts and slacks—no suits or
ties are used; for ladies, it’s summer or
Hawaiian dresses or pantsuits. 

Location of Services:Maui Theatre,
878 Front St., Lahaina, Maui, Hawaii.

First Service:Saturday, Oct. 7, at 10
a.m. 

Taxes:11:5 percent. 
Mario Seiglie

Lancaster, Pennsylvania
Winner of a 2001 Family-Friendly

Travel Award, Lancaster is the second-
best family destination in America,
according to Family Funmagazine read-
ers. Lancaster County, the heart of Penn-
sylvania Dutch country, will be the set-
ting for the Feast of 2006 in the
Northeast.

The Lancaster Host Resort will wel-
come Feastgoers to the sights and
sounds of this historic region, named
after the county of Lancashire in Eng-
land. The Lancaster Host also offers
shuttle service to the Lancaster airport
and the Lancaster Amtrak station. 

The spacious guest rooms at the Lan-
caster Host Resort are comfortably out-
fitted with attractive designer furnish-
ings and offer luxuries you would expect
of a fine resort. Many of the guestrooms
(standard, deluxe, king and family
suites) have views of the pool, gardens
and lush green fairways. Overnight

guests receive free high-speed Internet
connection in the Good Spirits Lounge
and the resort lobby. Church services
will be held in the Showroom of the Lan-
caster Host.

Places to go include the Sight and
Sound Millennium Theatre located in
Lancaster. The theater contains a 300-
foot long wraparound stage, which
immerses you in a feast of the senses.
Realistic sets up to 40-feet high, with
spectacular effects and costumes and
dozens of live animals from camels to
birds, are sure to please. As this article
goes to print, a production of Ruth is
being planned during the Feast. 

There are also buggy tours and walk-
ing tours available,with some lasting up
to three hours. The Lancaster area has
over 25 museums to meander through
as well as mansions and gardens to
explore. There are also local factories
where visitors can sample everything
from potato chips to chocolate. There are
also amusement parks and a local golf
course. With Gettysburg,Harrisburg and
Hershey Park within an hour’s drive,
Lancaster offers a myriad of activities to
enjoy.

Location of Services:Lancaster Host
Resort and Conference Center, 2300
Lincoln Hwy. East (Route 30),Lancast-
er, Pennsylvania.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes:Sales and hotel tax combined
is 12 percent.

Todd Carey

Panama City Beach, Florida
The Edgewater Beach Resort along

the coastline of Panama City Beach will
again host the Feast of Tabernacles in
Florida for 2006. 

Edgewater’s 110-acre gated commu-
nity incorporates an array of activities
and amenities sure to make a successful
Feast, with 11 swimming pools, 12 ten-
nis courts, 11 shuffleboard courts, four
hot tubs,a tanning salon,gift shop,game
arcade and one full-service restaurant. 

A complimentary tram service is
available for transportation across the
resort and to the meeting facility if need-
ed. Part of the resort rests along the Gulf
of Mexico. Step back a few yards from
the ocean,and you’ll find yourself on the
deck surrounding Edgewater’s famous
Lagoon Pool. Landscaped islands and
several flowing waterfalls find their way
into this 11,000-square-foot Polynesian-
style, free-form pool, while several
whirlpools and reflecting ponds make
this tropical area complete.

The other part of the resort,across the
street connected by a 10-foot wide
pedestrian walkway,houses the meeting
facility and a cluster of golf villas; a nine-
hole, par-three executive golf course
with nine lakes and several island
greens; a complete clubhouse and pro
shop; 12 Plexicushion tennis courts,
with six lighted for night play; and also
shuffleboard courts.

Edgewater’s health club is a 1,500-
square-foot, state-of-the-art facility that
features everything from cardiovascular
exercise equipment to an aerobics salon
to a massage therapy room. 

Housing:Approximately 70 percent
of the units are oceanfront, which
includes studios, one-, two- and three-
bedroom condominiums. The remain-

ing condos surround the meeting facili-
ty and golf course. Prices per night
throughout Edgewater Resort will range
from studios at $77; one-bedroom, $92
to $118; two-bedrooms, $102 to $141;
and three-bedrooms, $122 to $185. 

Long Beach Resort, a mile away and
managed by Edgewater Beach Resort,
provides studios at $70; one-bedroom at
$98; two-bedrooms at $124 and three-
bedrooms at $151. 

A new luxurious property added this
year,also managed by Edgewater, is the
Majestic Beach Towers that will offer
rates comparable to those at Edgewater
Beach Resort. This is an oceanfront
property just a half mile from the Edge-
water Conference Center. 

Additional housing accommodations
will also be available nearby, some
oceanfront. These properties will range
from $50 to $69 per night. Some of these
properties offer efficiencies, and some
have full kitchens.

The long-term success of this site
depends on members only using the
housing listed in our planning brochure.
The low price for the meeting facility
saves the Church thousands of dollars
each year, and Edgewater Resort trusts
the cooperation of our members to use
the housing listed in our brochure. Some
condos in the area may be less expen-
sive,but the rates at Edgewater are com-
parable. 

For more information, check out the
resort’s Web page at www.edgewater-
beachresort.com.

Location of Services:Edgewater
Beach Resort, 11212 Front Beach Rd.,
Panama City Beach, Florida.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes:11.1 percent at Edgewater.
Harold Rhodes

Steamboat Springs,
Colorado

The Steamboat Grand Resort Hotel
will continue to host the Feast in 2006.
It is an outstanding facility, rated four
diamonds by AAA. It is literally a quar-
ter mile long and offers accommoda-
tions from sleeping rooms to penthous-
es, with one- and two-bedroom
condominiums being the most popular.
A two-bedroom unit sleeps as many as
a lot of condos with three bedrooms. 

Rates remain the same as those we
paid in Keystone in 2002,and are a frac-
tion of ski-season rates, beginning at
$79. For a “virtual tour”see the Web site,
www.steamboatgrand.com.

Other high-quality condominium-
style accommodations contracted by
the Church are within a few blocks, or
easy walking distance, and have four-
bedroom units, which are not offered at
the Grand. Lower priced housing is
about a mile and a half away.

Another attractive feature of the site is
the elevation of 6,710 feet compared to
as high as 9,300 feet in previous Col-
orado locations. This is much easier on
those who are coming from low eleva-
tions and still offers gorgeous views of
the Colorado Rockies. There are plenty
of aspen groves within view of the hotel
and early October is a promising time
for gorgeous fall colors.

Dining opportunities are ample and
include restaurants rated as high as four
diamonds or Mobil four stars. Watch

local newspapers for off-season specials.
There are a number of tourist shops,
most of which are downtown,with a few
on the hill above the hotel.

Some of the available activities are
golfing, mountain biking, hiking, fish-
ing, hot-air ballooning, kayaking, rock
climbing, bowling, ice-skating, four-
wheeling and horseback riding.

There are 150 mineral springs in the
area, the most prominent being at the
Steamboat Springs Health and Recre-
ation Center. Other attractions include
Fish Creek Falls,museums,art galleries,
Stagecoach Reservoir and Steamboat
Lake.

Location of Services:Priest Creek
Ballroom, Steamboat Grand Resort
Hotel,2300 Mt. Werner Circle. Coming
into town from the south on Hwy. 40
turn right onto Mt. Werner Road, then
left on Mt. Werner Circle. 

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m.

Taxes and Resort Fees:16.97 per-
cent at the host hotel, less at other estab-
lishments.

Larry Neff

Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Spectacular autumn colors, unique

sandstone formations,enormous indoor
water parks, go-kart racing, hiking, rid-
ing the famous amphibious “Ducks”—
all this and more is what makes the Wis-
consin Dells a great Festival site for the
entire family.

Services will be held at the beautiful
Crystal Grand Music Theater. This mod-
ern facility seats more than 1,900 people
and is ideal for lingering conversations
and fellowship. Parking is conveniently
located next to the facility.

The Dells offers a large variety of
housing including ultra-modern theme
resorts with elaborate indoor water parks
and multifamily condominiums. There
are also homes and cottages available for
rent on lakes, rivers or in the woods. 

A large variety of condominiums
are available in various prices ranges.
Traditional-style motels offer an excep-
tional value. Several facilities offer large
indoor water parks and whirlpool suites,
so ask about them when making reser-
vations. All establishments require a
housing deposit, and cancellation poli-
cies vary, so ask about them when mak-
ing reservations. 

Wisconsin Dells is a unique site in its
family atmosphere and accessibility.
Most accommodations are within a few
minutes’ drive of the Crystal Grand
Music Theater, as well as the dozens of
attractions and quaint shops. 

The Madison, Wisconsin, airport is
an hour away from the Dells, the Mil-
waukee airport is two hours away and
Chicago’s O’Hare airport is a three-
hour drive. The weather at Wisconsin
Dells can vary from beautiful autumn
weather to crisper temperatures.

Additional information can be found
on the Web at www.ucg-beloit/dells.
Expected attendance is 1,200.

Location of Services:Crystal Grand
Music Theater,Rt. 23 (one-half mile east
of I-90), Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin.

First Service:Friday, Oct. 6, at 7:30
p.m. 

Taxes:Hotel and sales tax total 11
percent.

Steve Nutzman 
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■ Some have wondered
whether there should only
be three Holy Day
offerings a year based on
Deuteronomy 16:16. What
does the Bible say, and
how does the Church
apply this teaching?
by Kevin Epps

Deuteronomy 16:16-17 says,
“Three timesa year all your males
shall appear before the LORD your
God in the place which He chooses:
at the Feast of Unleavened Bread, at
the Feast of Weeks, and at the Feast
of Tabernacles; and they shall not
appear before the LORDempty-hand-
ed. Every man shall give as he is
able, according to the blessing of the
LORD your God which He has given
you” (emphasis added throughout).

Let’s notice what this passage is
saying and what it is not saying. First
of all, it states that all males must
attend these festivals. Does this for-
bid or preclude their family members
from attending? Certainly not! (See
Deuteronomy 12:12, 18; 14:26;
15:20). 

Furthermore, only three festivals
are mentioned in this passage. Yet
Leviticus 23 clearly states that there
are seven festivals that are holy con-
vocations, to be proclaimed in their
seasons (Leviticus 23:4). 

Finally, God commanded Israel to
give an offering in accordance with
the blessings that He had given to
them. This approach to giving in
accordance with God’s blessings is
one that the Church has emphasized
over the years.

While this passage supports Holy
Day observance and giving to God as
He has blessed us, questions have
arisen regarding the Holy Day offer-
ings. How often should these offer-
ings be given? Should there be only
three offerings during the year and
only at the three times indicated?

Not Empty-Handed?
Ancient Israel, being an agrarian

society, primarily used agricultural
products for their offerings:“‘When
any one of you brings an offering to
the LORD, you shall bring your offer-
ing of the livestock—of the herd and
of the flock’” (Leviticus 1:2).
Although Feastgoers could exchange
their Festival tithes from farm prod-
ucts to money (Deuteronomy 14:25),
they also brought sacrificial offer-
ings to God, some of which were
enjoyed during festival meals.

It is a mistake to equate modern
customs with ancient practices and
customs. Today, offerings are under-
stood in monetary terms. But we

should not envisage in Deuteronomy
16 a modern setting of offering bas-
kets being passed around the con-
gregation during services for the col-
lection of monetary offerings.
Israelites would have brought their
animal offerings to be given to the
priests at these times. 

Of course, this would not have
been done during services but at
some time during the festival or per-
haps even before the festival began,
depending upon their arrival. The
command to not appear “empty-
handed” refers to coming prepared to
give offerings during these three
times a year when the males were
commanded to appear before the
Lord. The passage does not address
the specifics of when or how often
the offerings were to be presented.

How Often?
The primary focus in Deuterono-

my 16 is the pilgrimage to a central
location (Jerusalem, later on) for the
festivals that occur at three times in
the year: Unleavened Bread (which
would include Passover, since it is
the day immediately before), Pente-
cost and Tabernacles (which would
also include the Last Great Day,
since it is the day immediately after
Tabernacles). Failure to mention
specifically Passover, Trumpets,
Atonement and the Last Great Day
does not mean they are not festivals
nor does it negate the commanded
convocations on the Holy Days.

In Deuteronomy 16:16, the
Hebrew word for “times” (pa’am) is
defined as “a stroke . . . a foot, a

hoof-beat . . . a footstep” (Brown,
Driver and Briggs Hebrew Lexicon).
This same word is used for festival
attendance in Exodus 23:17, “three
times” (pa’am). But in Exodus
23:14, in the same context of God’s
feasts, a different Hebrew word for
“times” (regal) is defined as “a foot,
a leg . . . three times (feet, paces)”
(ibid.). Therefore “three times” here
emphasizes the number of foot pil-
grimages, not the number of freewill
offerings. 

As The Expositor’s Bible Com-
mentary mentions about “the three
times” of Feast attendance in Exodus
23:17, “This section deals with the
three great annual pilgrimage feasts:
the Feast of Unleavened Bread at the
beginning of the barley harvest in the
spring, commemorating the Exodus;
the Feast of Harvest (also called the

Feast of Weeks in Ex. 34:22) at
the end of the spring harvest of
grain, commemorating the giv-
ing of the law; and the Feast of
Ingathering of the summer
crops of olives and grapes in
early autumn, commemorating
the wilderness wanderings.”

So, there would have been
one pilgrimage for the Days of
Unleavened Bread (including
the Passover). There would
have been one pilgrimage for
the Feast of Weeks (Pente-
cost). And, for practical rea-
sons, there would have been
one pilgrimage for Tabernacles
(and the Last Great Day).
Interim travel and return
would have been impractical,
given that there are only eight
days between Trumpets and
Atonement and four days
between Atonement and
Tabernacles.

Could some Israelites have includ-
ed Trumpets and Atonement along
with Tabernacles (and the Last Great
Day)? Possibly some would have
done so, though for obvious reasons
God did not require that Israelites
make this pilgrimage two weeks pri-
or to Tabernacles. However, these
two festivals were still Holy Days
and would have been observed as
annual Sabbaths in the local com-
munities.

Let us now ask this question: Were
Israelites forbidden from including
Trumpets and Atonement along with
Tabernacles if they wished to do so
and financially could afford to do so?

Of course not. God stipulated the
three major festival times when they
were required to attend, but that did
not mean they could not include
Trumpets and Atonement if they
wished to do so.

Are Only Three Offerings
Allowed?

Therefore, the primary focus of
the three “times” in Deuteronomy 16
has to do with the commanded fre-
quency of attendance of the festivals
at a central location. It may seem that
the frequency of giving offerings is
also implied in the context. This
would seem to be a logical conclu-
sion, as it is unlikely that the
Israelites would have apportioned
their agricultural offerings at differ-
ent times during the festivals. 

However, there is nothing in the

context that would have prevented
them from doing so. The context
simply says that they should come
prepared to give an offering at these
three festivals. It does not address
precisely how or when the offerings
were given.

The primary question that is raised
regarding the offerings is whether or
not only three offerings should be
given during the year. Are there just
three offerings and no more? If it is
assumed that this passage limits the
Holy Day offerings to only three,
then we must also conclude that only
males may attend these festivals.
Also, we must conclude that these
three are the only festivals that we
may attend.

These conclusions are not logical,
and they are not implied in the con-
text. God’s laws are rehearsed and
sometimes supplemented in the book
of Deuteronomy, as they were given
to the second generation of Israel.
Deuteronomy 16:16 should not be
taken as a limiting passage. It does
not limit festival attendance only to
males. It does not limit festival atten-
dance to only the three festivals
specifically mentioned. Nor does it
limit the number of times in which
offerings may be given to God. All
of these details are covered in the
books previous to Deuteronomy,
such as Exodus, Leviticus and Num-
bers.

It is interesting that at times the
people of Judah remained after a fes-
tival was over, observing additional
days (see 2 Chronicles 30:13-23;
Nehemiah 8:2-13). Deuteronomy 16
does not prevent God’s people from
observing additional days. Nor does
it limit giving offerings to God on
just three days.

Administrative Decisions
God gave all of the necessary

specifics in order to keep His Holy
Days in a manner that is pleasing in
His sight. However, some details are
not explicitly commanded, leaving it
to the leadership to establish practices
consistent with biblical principles. 

Today, administrative decisions
have been made for various aspects
concerning the Holy Days—the Fes-
tival site locations, number of church
services, collection and handling of
offerings and many other Festival
matters. 

Due to the absence of a specific
frequency for the Holy Day offer-
ings, it is the duty of the Church lead-
ership to make administrative deci-
sions appropriate for our
contemporary culture, in accordance
with biblical principles. We today
give monetary offerings rather than
agricultural ones. Giving those offer-
ings on specific Holy Days is not for-
bidden in the Bible, and doing so is
consistent with the principle of giv-
ing an offering to God during His
festivals in accordance with the
blessings He has given to us during
the year.

Regardless of the number of times
one gives festival offerings (seven or
three times), this does not necessari-
ly affect the total annual amount giv-
en. Many figure the total amount
they wish to give for a year and
divide it by seven. Others use differ-
ent methods, but normally the total
amount given to God based on the
blessings He has given to us is not
altered by differing methods.

In conclusion, the United Church
of God, an International Associa-
tion,believes that its practice of tak-
ing up Holy Day offerings on all sev-
en Holy Days of the year is
consistent with and permitted by the
principles enunciated in Deuterono-
my 16. Therefore, that is what we
practice.  UN

Holy Day Offerings and Deuteronomy 16:16
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The command to not appear “empty-handed” refers to coming
prepared to give offerings during these three times a year when
the males were commanded to appear before the Lord. The
passage does not address the specifics of when or how often the
offerings were to be presented.
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by Harris Hlazo

In the Christian world the suffering
and death of Jesus Christ are widely
spoken about. Plays have been per-
formed by children. Movies have been
made. People are haunted by the very
thoughts of a crown of thorns being
forced onto His head, nails being dri-
ven into His hands and feet and a spear
being thrust into His side. All this is
over and above the arrest, false accusa-
tion, mocking, spitting on His face and
so on.

However, just looking at these
aspects actually underplays the full
extent of Christ’s suffering. Some of the
details that are usually left out can help
us appreciate the full value of the price
that Christ paid for our sins.

To start with, let us notice that Christ
was the God of the Old Testament. The
Jews wanted to stone Him when He
told them this: “Before Abraham was,
I AM” (John 8:58).

Let us also notice that He is the one
who inspired the prophesies about His
sufferings. Therefore He knew how
much He was going to suffer (1 Peter

1:11; Matthew 16:21). This culminated
in the mental torture He went through in
the Garden of Gethsemane. How many
of us could live with the knowledge of
the way we were going to die, especial-
ly a cruel death like Christ’s—and
knowing that it was for somebody else?

Details of His arrest and trial are well
known. Let us pick up the story from
His scourging.

Christ was not the first nor was He
the only person to be scourged. For
example, Paul was also scourged (2
Corinthians 11:24). But Christ’s was
evidently more excessive. This may
have been augmented by other blows
from Roman soldiers, which resulted
in Him being badly mutilated. Consid-
er the following scripture: “Just as
many were astonished at you, so His
visage was marred more than any man,
and His form more than the sons of
men” (Isaiah 52:14). Christ was beaten
beyond recognition.

Other scriptures that shed more light
on His mental and physical suffering
say: “I am poured out like water, and
all My bones are out of joint” (Psalm
22:14). “For dogs have surrounded Me;

the congregation of the wicked has
enclosed Me. They pierced My hands
and My feet” (verse 16). “I can count all
My bones. They look and stare at Me”
(verse 17). The psalmist describes our
Savior’s state—with flesh ripped open
during scourging and beating by the
Roman soldiers, so that some of His
bones were exposed and others went
out of joint.

That mutilated wreck of a human
body was forced to carry the cross on
which He was going to be crucified.
But because there was little strength left
in Him, He kept falling under its
weight. So they compelled Simon of
Cyrene to carry the cross for Him
(Matthew 27:32). It was no use whip-
ping Him further to force Him to carry
the cross.

Crucifixion was a horrible method of
carrying out capital punishment. “And
the whole crowd who came together to
that sight, seeing what had been done,
beat their breasts and returned” (Luke
23:48). They could not stand the sight.

This is what it took to pay the penal-
ty for our violating God’s law (Romans
5:8; 1 John 3:4). The price paid by Jesus

Christ by His excruciating death was
for all sins, ranging from ceasing to
pray for others (1 Samuel 12:23) to
completely wicked thoughts, imagina-
tions and actions (Genesis 6:5).

Now let us take a further solemn
notice of what this sacrifice means to
us. For our sins to be forgiven, blood
had to be shed (Leviticus 17:11;
Hebrews 9:22). We are also told that the
blood of bulls and goats did not take
away sins (Hebrews 10:4). So it
required the blood of Christ to pay for
our sins.

We are also told that “the chastise-
ment for our peace was upon Him, and
by His stripes we are healed” (Isaiah
53:5; 1 Peter 2:24). This means that He
had to be chastised on our behalf for us
to have peace. His body was torn open
with the scourge so that we may be
healed.

We are warned that, if after such a
great price was paid for us, we should
willfully go on sinning, there is no more
sacrifice for us (Hebrews 10:26). Christ
is not going to suffer again. Treating the
sacrifice of Jesus Christ without the
solemnity it deserves is tantamount to

treading the Son of God underfoot and
counting the blood of the covenant as
an unholy thing (Hebrews 10:29).

Christ—the Creator of the entire uni-
verse and the Maker who gave us life—
was willing to suffer a horrible death at
the hands of His human creatures for
us. Not understanding the true value of
the sacrifice of Jesus Christ is equal to
placing less value on the price He paid
for each one of us. We must not fall
away—rejecting God’s way, which is
tantamount to crucifying the Son of
God afresh and putting Him to open
shame (Hebrews 6:6).

However, let us rejoice that such a
price was paid for us. Otherwise we are
the ones that should have gone through
this agony for our sins. Accepting His
sacrifice in its true value and not going
back to the sins He paid for is like
washing our clothes in His blood and
making them white (Revelation 7:14).
The result is that we will rise from death
in the first resurrection and reign with
Christ a thousand years (Revelation
20:6).  UN

Harris Hlazo attends the Harare,
Zimbabwe, congregation.

■ A look at what it means to
take the Passover unworthily
and to profane the body and
blood of the Lord.
by Vern Kardell

The Passover commemorates Jesus’
death and our deliverance from sin. It is
the most solemn and sacred occasion
of the year. Jesus gave us an example
and a command: “And as they were eat-
ing, Jesus took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to the disciples and
said, ‘Take eat; this is My body.’Then
He took the cup, and gave thanks, and
gave it to them, saying, ‘Drink from it,
all of you. For this is My blood of the
new covenant, which is shed for many
for the remission of sins’” (Matthew
26:26-28).

We are to do this each year as Christ
did, on Passover, taking the bread and
the wine in remembrance of Christ (1
Corinthians 11:24-26).

An Unworthy Manner?
But then Paul adds, “Whoever, there-

fore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of

the Lord in an unworthy manner will be
guilty of profaning the body and blood
of the Lord” (1 Corinthians 11:27,
Revised Standard Version). 

Webster’s Dictionary describes pro-
fane as “with irreverence or contempt.“
This scripture is not speaking about the
Church member being worthy or
unworthy to take it. It is speaking of the
manner in which we do it. Satan will try
to deceive us by sending us a message
that we are unworthy to observe the
Passover. Do not be deceived. None of
us of ourselves can ever be worthy of
God’s grace and love. But Christ will-
ingly sacrificed His life that we may be
considered worthy. If you are baptized
and have God’s Holy Spirit, you are
worthy and commanded to keep it.

We know that Jesus gave His life that
we might be forgiven of sin. He took a
terrible beating that we might be healed
(Isaiah 53:4-5). 

We are to discern “the body.” “For any
one who eats and drinks without dis-
cerning the body eats and drinks judg-
ment upon himself” (1 Corinthians
11:29, RSV). We are to give proper rev-
erence to Jesus for the sacrifice of His
body.

Body Also Represents the
Church

Remember that Jesus’body also rep-
resents the Church (Colossians 1:24;
Romans 12:5). “For just as the body is
one and has many members, and all the
members of the body, though many, are
one body,so it is with Christ. For by one
Spirit we were all baptized into one
body—Jews or Greeks,slaves or free—
and all were made to drink of one Spir-
it” (1 Corinthians 12:12-13, RSV).

As members of Christ’s Body, how
are we to treat each other? Christ gave us
this commandment: “A new command-
ment I give to you, that you love one
another; even as I have loved you, that
you also love one another” (John 13:34,
RSV). 

So how do we treat each other? Christ
hates those who sow discord among
brethren (Proverbs 6:19). Before the
Passover is a good time to examine our-
selves: Is there hatred or division among
us? Is there a member of the Church you
do not love? “If any one says, ‘I love
God,’ and hates his brother, he is a liar,
for he who does not love his brother
whom he has seen, cannot love God
whom he has not seen. And this com-

mandment we have from him, that he
who loves God should love his brother
also” (1 John 4:20-21, RSV).

Christ tells us to judge or examine
ourselves. Is there someone in the
Church we have something against? Are
we hating and devouring each other? If
so, we not only sin against each other,
but we also sin against the very Body of
Christ, as the Church is Christ’s Body,
made up of the called out ones—those
who have His Holy Spirit.

We are not to speak evil of one anoth-
er. “Do not speak evil against one anoth-
er, brethren. He that speaks evil against
a brother or judges his brother, speaks
evil against the law and judges the law .
. . But who are you that you judge your
neighbor?” (James 4:11-12, RSV). 

If we don’t love each other, we break
the law and sin against Christ (1
Corinthians 8:12).

In Summary
So we see that Christ tells us not to

take the Passover in an unworthy man-
ner—to have proper reverence for
Christ’s body and shed blood.

We are to judge and examine our-
selves. We are not to judge each other or

hold grievances against each other, for
in so doing we sin against Christ and His
Body, the Church.

Remember Christ died for us—He
shed His blood that we might have for-
giveness for our sins,and He justified us
with God the Father. If we have sinned,
this is the time to repent of those sins,
especially those sins against each other
(Matthew 18:15-17).

Christ says we are to judge ourselves
or we will bring judgment upon our-
selves (1 Corinthians 11:29-31). 

What happens when we bring judg-
ment upon ourselves? Who judges?

“But when we are judged by the Lord,
we are chastened so that we may not be
condemned along with the world” (1
Corinthians 11:32, RSV). “That is why
many of you are weak and ill, and some
have died” (1 Corinthians 11:30, RSV).

As we can see, taking the Passover
unworthily and sinning against Christ’s
Body (Church) can bring on serious con-
sequences. But even in punishment,
Christ loves us so much that He saves us
through punishment from being con-
demned along with the world.  UN

The author is from the Mankato,Min-
nesota, congregation.

The Greatest Price Ever Paid

Passover in an Unworthy Manner

they have most of their outdoor celebra-
tions—around the fall harvest season.
Her comments were interesting. She
even suggested that her Protestant
church pastors should attend these lec-
tures!

The second lecture on Saturday, Feb.
11, a week later, covered the “Three
Days and Three Nights” Christ was in
the grave.

On that day, we had an attendance of
37 GN subscribers. Sixteen of them
came back from the first lecture while
21 were completely new. Since we dis-
tributed the booklets about Jesus Christ
after the first lecture, it is believed that
most (to be practical in saving on travel
costs, time and energy) stayed at home
during that second lecture and just read
the booklet.

The third lecture was held Feb. 18,
and 30 people attended that lecture. Over
two thirds of them (22) had attended the

previous two lectures, while eight were
totally new. Since we had 62 during the
first lecture, then 21 new ones during the
second,plus eight new ones on the third,
the lectures have been presented to at
least 91 new subscribers so far.

The topic of the third lecture was
about the true God, which included the
following subtopics:

• Who Is the God of This Present
World?

• Who Was the God of the Old Tes-
tament?

• How Many God Beings Are There?
• Is the Holy Spirit the Third Person?
We hope we can finish putting togeth-

er the recording of those lectures soon
so that we can upload it to our Web site
for others to view it too. It is also envi-
sioned that these materials may be use-
ful in doing presentations in other cities
when we invite our GNreaders there for
a Weekend Bible seminar (like the ABC
Continuing Education programs).

We would appreciate your continued
prayers for the success of these lectures,

while we do our best in seeking the guid-
ance and wisdom of God and His pow-
er to do the work. 

At present,we hope to conduct at least
seven lectures instead of 12 to allow us
to attend to other important preparations
such as the Passover and Days of
Unleavened Bread, plus the upcoming
United Youth Camp.  UN

This article is excerpted from the
January-February United News Philip-
pines, available on the Web at
ucg.org.ph/unp/.

“Philippines,” continued from
page 4
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■ Satan is the master at
blinding people. But we
need sharp spiritual senses
to avoid sin and think
more like Jesus Christ.
by Jim Smith

Most humans have five physical
senses that help us survive and avoid
physical harm. To avoid spiritual
harm, we need to develop spiritual
senses as sensitive as the physical
senses. 

Sin brings both physical and spiri-
tual pain to us and to everyone around
us. Therefore it seems reasonable that
an understanding of the process of
how sin occurs might help us develop
spiritual senses to avoid it in our lives.

There are definite patterns of think-
ing and behavior that lead to sin. As
we recognize these patterns, we can
reflect on our personal struggles with
sin and ask ourselves if we have been
snared by these same patterns.

Achan and David
Consider the example of Achan in

Joshua 7:21. He coveted physical pos-
sessions. After lusting after certain
items, he took them and hid them in
his tent. His penalty is described in
verse 25.

A second example is in 2 Samuel
11:2-4. Since this involves King

David, a servant of the Lord, we can
come to understand that it does not
matter how great your office of ser-
vice is, sin is always at the door. 

The king saw a beautiful woman
bathing. After letting his thoughts
dwell on what he saw, he sent for her
and sinned with her. Fortunately
David repented, but the penalty for his
sin is described in 2 Samuel 12:10-14.

A Four-Part Pattern
We can identify four parts in the

pattern of these two sins:
First there is sensing, and we are all

hit with sensual sights and sounds all
day long. The talent to be learned is to
notice immediately when your spiri-
tual armor has been pierced, so to
speak. Then change the subject or the
channel or the thing you are doing. Do
not deal with your disappointment.
Just switch as automatically as you
would swat a mosquito.

Next there is desire. That comes if
you do not switch quickly enough.
Desire is very persuasive and soon
turns to a craving if we do not deal
with it.

The third part is action. By the time
we get to part three, we can only stop
ourselves if we know that the Father is
going to be terribly disappointed with
our actions. But human nature tries
not to think about God at a time like
that.

The last part is the penalty.

What can we learn from this
process?

Penalty Phase
Let’s start with the penalty phase.

The foundation to overcoming sin is
repentance. When King David finally
faced the fact of his transgression, he
repented (2 Samuel 12:13). Even so,
God let David suffer a serious physi-
cal penalty, the loss of a son. 

And David was not the only one
who suffered. David’s chief advisor
was a man named Ahithophel. We
would say today that Ahithophel was
David’s chief of staff. 

But did you know that Ahithophel
was Bathsheba’s grandfather?
Bathsheba’s father was Eliam, and
Eliam was the son of Ahithophel (2
Samuel 23:34 and 2 Samuel 11:3). He
knew that the king had taken his
granddaughter in adultery and sus-
pected that the king had Uriah killed
in battle on purpose! 

Now you can see why Ahithophel
sided with Prince Absalom in an
attempt to overthrow David’s govern-
ment. Ahithophel told Absalom how
to defeat David in battle and urged
him to act right now, but Absalom
took the advice of another advisor
instead of Ahithophel. Ahithophel
knew that Absalom was going to lose
and everyone with Absalom would be
killed for treason. He had sided with
the young prince, so he hung himself. 

So did David’s sin hurt anyone but
him? You bet it did. And nobody
knows what went on in the heart of
Bathsheba! David had to repent of a
lot more than adultery. (David’s reac-
tion to Ahithophel’s betrayal is in
Psalm 55.)

Action
Now let’s look at the action phase

of this equation. Most of us who are
Christians are painfully aware of our
shortcomings and frustrated about
how to change our behavior. If David
had just lusted and done nothing with
Bathsheba, only he would have
incurred the death penalty. Then
when he had repented, only he and
God would be hurt by the unlawful
desire. 

Desire
What kinds of information are we

letting into our mind? What do we see
on television and in movies? What are
our eyes transmitting to our mind
from books and magazines? What
exactly are we observing on the com-
puter screen? What do our ears pick
up from radio or compact discs? What
types of conversations are we listen-
ing to? Do we realize that pornogra-
phy is addictive and inhibits a per-
son’s ability to have a real
relationship? 

Every one of us gets hit with
temptations all day long and even

Jesus had to take some hits.
Remember the temptation in the
wilderness? After fasting 40 days
and 40 nights, the Bible says “He
was hungry.”

Now that is an understatement. He
probably was near the point of no
return where His health would be bro-
ken permanently. Still He could
remember the way hot, fresh-baked
bread smelled, and Satan used that to
tempt Him to turn the stones into
bread. But His answer to the devil
was, in effect, “I belong to God, and
He will feed Me when He is ready.”

We see here that fasting helped
Christ resist Satan’s temptations.
Fasting is a tool we can use to refocus
our priorities.

Time to Flinch and 
Turn Away

All we need to do is learn to flinch
when we are hit with a temptation and
turn away from the temptation before
it turns into desire. If we don’t stop
the cycle at temptation, we have one
more chance—at desire. Once action
has been taken, somebody is going to
get hurt, even though we repent with
many tears.

We have committed our lives to the
quest for the Kingdom! We need to
have spiritual eyesight to see that
Kingdom.  UN

Jim Smith attends the Jefferson,
Georgia, congregation.

Spiritual Sensory Perception

by John Fox

On Dec. 7, 1941, Joe Morgan grew
to deeply hate the Japanese because
of their sneak attack. An aviation ord-
nanceman in the Navy, he was sta-
tioned at Pearl Harbor and went
through the devastating Japanese
bombing that took place that day.
During that scary ordeal he promised,
“God, if you get me out of this, I’ll
become a preacher.” He honored his
promise, becoming a Navy chaplain
after the war. Yet he never forgave the
Japanese.

Years later, Joe Morgan attended a
survivors’ convention. The guest
speaker was Commander Mitsuo
Fuchida, leader of the Pearl Harbor air
assault. After the war, Fuchida con-
verted to Christianity, also becoming
a minister. After Fuchida’s speech,
Joe Morgan cautiously approached
Fuchida to announce, “I am a sur-
vivor.” His Web site describes what
happened next:

“Fuchida said in Japanese,‘Gome-
nasai.’ (I’m sorry.) Then he said in
English, ‘Please forgive me.’ He
reached out to shake my hand. As our
hands touched, all the hatred and ani-
mosity toward this man and his coun-
try was gone! God had replaced those
feelings with forgiveness!” The com-
mander apologized for his role. The
years of anger and hate had vanished,

and Joe Morgan forgave (www.joe-
morgan.org/PAGES/phstory8.html).

My wife Lynn and I heard this sto-
ry on our Feast trip to Hawaii in 2000.
We visited the USS Arizona War
Memorial, where Joe Morgan volun-
teered once a week. As we thanked
him, I said, “The kind of forgiveness
you talked about requires divine
help.” He grabbed me and said,
“You’re exactly right!”

Later, standing inside the white
memorial built over the Arizona’s
rusting wreck, big blobs of oil oozing
up from its bowels, I reflected on his
words. 

Joe Morgan found freedom in for-
giveness. Have you? Have I? 

All of us have been hurt in life. We
each have been torpedoed or our ship
has sunk beneath us. And if we are
honest, all of us have hurt others at
some time in life, accidentally or
even maliciously. We all have
dropped a bombshell or two. I have.
In fact, the reason I’ve shared this is
because I had a problem in forgiving,
both others and myself. With God’s
help, though, I am overcoming, and
God wants you to find the same free-
dom.

Without forgiveness, life’s bombs
and torpedoes—the accidents, mis-
takes, hurts and sins—can harden us.
Our lives can end up just as much of
a tomb as the Arizona—a shattered,

burned-out hulk with dead bones
inside and a white sepulcher over it,
just as Jesus described the Pharisees
in Matthew 23:27. 

But that’s not God’s will for you
and me. God has called us to freedom,
not to bondage. He says so in John
8:32: “You shall know the truth, and
the truth shall make you free.”

God forgives us, and He expects us
to forgive too. Jesus Christ said so in
Matthew 18:22-35. The master in this
parable was very angry at the unfor-
giving servant. The ending verse is
especially poignant, and we should
properly take heed: “So My heavenly
Father also will do to you if each of
you, from his heart, does not forgive
his brother his trespasses.” Jesus also
warned, “But if you do not forgive
men their trespasses, neither will your
Father forgive your trespasses”
(Matthew 6:15).

Forgiveness is so simple, and yet it
is sometimes so hard (Luke 17:1-4). It
is so positive, and yet sometimes it is
so positively beyond us. 

Yet it is what we are expected to do,
because it is what God has done for
us. That is why it takes divine help for
us to forgive from the heart. 

Since forgiveness is a matter of the
heart, He gives us a promise in 1 John
3:20: “For if our heart condemns us,
God is greater than our heart.” God
and Jesus Christ know our human

frailty and are willing to help change
us to do what is expected—if we will
choose to forgive. 

Forgiveness is a daily choice,
which we can make when we pray for
others and ourselves. Forgiveness is
also a lesson we rehearse each
Passover. With Passover approaching,
forgiveness and forgiving others are
timely topics for you and me to con-
sider. 

Forgiveness is also a major theme of
the future, when all who have offend-
ed and have been offended will finally
find freedom in forgiveness: Germans
and Jews, blacks and whites, Palestini-
ans and Jews, American Indians and
the white man, men and women, all
will finally find the freedom of for-
giveness that Joe Morgan’s example is
an inspiring type of: “I discovered that
day the secret to world peace”
(www.joemorgan.org/PAGES/phsto-
ry8.html, emphasis added through-
out).

Joe Morgan’s example inspired me
to begin confronting and overcoming
my problem, and I hope his story has
a similar outcome for you. If Jesus
Christ is living His life in you and me,
then we will be making tangible
progress, finding true freedom in for-
giveness. 

This is a promise from Jesus
Christ: “For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will

also forgive you” (Matthew 6:14).
Joe Morgan died in 2002. I contact-

ed his son Rob and shared how meeting
his father inspired me. In giving per-
mission to share his father’s story (see
www.joemorgan.org/index.html for
more details) he wrote:

“His website and video continue to
share his story and change lives. I still
share Dad’s story as a wonderful illus-
tration of how forgiveness works”
(correspondence from Rob Morgan,
Jan. 15, 2006).

Joe Morgan found freedom in for-
giveness. His example is an example
for you and me of how we can find
true freedom. Can we also learn to
forgive?  UN

John Fox attends the Salt Lake City,
Utah, congregation.

Finding Freedom in Forgiveness
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Omaha Men Bake
Winning Pies

The Omaha,Nebraska,congregation
held their Men’s Pie Baking Contest as
the primary entertainment for their
social on Dec. 24, 2005. There was a
lot of talk among the men beforehand
on what would constitute a winning
pie.

On the day of the social, there was
an overwhelming response. Of the 19
men present at the social, 15 entered
pies. This was an amazing 79 percent
participation. The pies were displayed
for everyone to admire. After the meal,

the pies were judged on overall appear-
ance, texture and taste of crust and con-
sistency and taste of filling. The choice
of ingredients and the ease of the recipe
were also considered for some awards.

Awards were presented to Doug
Murphy for Most Beautiful Pie
(grasshopper pie); Alan Ratcliffe for
Most Tasty Pie (pecan pie); Richard
Whitehead II for Humble Pie (mar-
garita pie); Chris Dohrmann for Most
Nutritious Pie (maple bourbon pecan
crunch sweet potato pie); Jim Nelson
for Easy as Pie (candy bar pie) and Dan
Magli for Pie ’R Squared (pumpkin
chocolate crunch pie).  

Afterwards, everyone had the
opportunity to taste the pies themselves
to see if they agreed with the judges.
Since the men did such a wonderful
job, the ladies thought it would be a
good idea for the men to bring the
desserts to every social.

Gayle Hoefker

Orlando Hosts ’50s
Sock Hop and
Carnival

Men slicked back their hair and
women donned poodle skirts as
approximately 150 people in the Orlan-
do,Florida, congregation reenacted the
1950s at their annual costume party and
carnival in January.

The evening started following Sab-
bath services with a congregation-wide

dinner, which included typical 1950s
diner food. After sunset, the room was
transformed into a carnival that offered
something for everyone. 

Both the young and the young at
heart enjoyed traditional carnival
games, such as a beanbag toss, minia-
ture golf and darts.

The most impressive game of the
evening went to the Hadley family,who
created a “strong arm” game that
included a large rubber mallot and bell
that rang if you were strong enough to
send the metal slider all the way to the
top.  Some of the children proved them-
selves stronger than the adults at this
challenge.

Keeping the event in full 1950s
styles, disc jockey Andrew Jenkins

played the hits from the
era. Couples could be
seen on the makeshift
dance floor swing
dancing to the music.

Debbie Kobernat and
Dan Carreiro painted
the children’s faces with
animal masks and
clown Amanda LaM-
agna made more than a
few little tikes laugh
with her big blue shoes
and colorful wig.

Alana Walden
served up frothy root beer floats at the
soda fountain. For those seeking more
traditional carnival food, John and Pen-
ny Gusner made fresh-spun cotton can-
dy and the Isley family passed out
warm popcorn.

Sisters Betty Rockwell and Tammy
Johnson coordinated the hula-hoop
contest. McKenzie Dyke was the win-
ner for the under age 12 category, and

Lisa Johnson was the
winner for the over 13
category.

One of the high-
lights of the evening
was the cakewalk.
Greg Johnson took
command of the
microphone and led
the crowd around a cir-
cle of records taped to

the floor to see who would win one of
the many cakes donated by the congre-
gation.

The event came to a close with relay
races put together by Bert and Tricia
Merring. Using Bazooka chewing
gum, teams competed to see who could

blow bubbles the quickest. Teams also
went head-to-head drag racing match-
box cars and tossing popcorn into tiny
cups. 

Amy Ranew

North Dakota
Holds Sprint
Triathlon and
Youth Minisprint
for LifeNets

On Sunday, Sept. 25, 2005, 54 par-
ticipants from many locations across
the United States and Canada gathered
in Mandan, North Dakota, for a fund-
raiser to benefit LifeNets. This sprint
triathlon comprised a 500-yard swim,
13.5-mile cross-country bike ride and a
3-mile run. Age categories included 7-
year-olds to 70-year-olds.

The event was held at the Mandan
Community Center from 9 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. Medals were presented to
winners in each age category. Mem-
bers from Bismarck, North Dakota,
volunteered, participated and provid-
ed concessions. This was the congre-
gation’s service project for the year. Of
course, without local police support
and other community involvement,
the day wouldn’t have run so smooth-
ly.

Victor Kubik, founder of LifeNets,
gave a video presentation on Saturday
night, Sept. 24. Mr. Kubik also partici-
pated in the biking portion of the
triathlon. Close to $2,500 was raised for
LifeNets.

On Jan. 10, a $500 check was pre-
sented to Ronald McDonald House
Director Kathy Kieser by Mayor John
Warford of Bismarck. An additional
check for $500 was presented to Man-
dan Parks and Recreation Department
on behalf of Mayor Ken LaMont of
Mandan. These presentations were
made on behalf of the North Dakota
chapter of LifeNets by Pam Redline,
president, in gratitude for the wonder-
ful support from the mayors and their
staffs.

The third annual sprint triathlon and
youth minisprint will be held on Sun-
day, Sept. 17, 2006.

More details about the LifeNets’
current activities, including the 2006
sprint triathlon, can be found at
www.lifenets.org.

Karen Halvorsen

Almost 300 Attend
11th Annual
Presidents’ Day
Gathering in
Branson

The 11th annual Branson Presidents’
Day Family Weekend, hosted by the
Joplin and Springfield, Missouri, and
Harrison,Arkansas,congregations,was

a huge success with almost 300 people
in attendance. 

The weekend began Friday night
with an evening hospitality reception at
the hotel. The group awakened Sabbath
morning to several inches of snow
(which caused about 75 people to can-
cel their plans to attend). 

After a delicious complimentary
breakfast Sabbath morning, everyone
enjoyed encouraging and inspiring
seminars. They could choose two out
of five seminars given by five area pas-
tors. 

Sabbath afternoon’s special Sabbath
services included a sermonette by Mark
Welch and a sermon by UCG President
Clyde Kilough. After Sabbath services
a sing-along was held,and young aspir-
ing song leaders were given a chance
to lead hymns from the hymnal, while
the tables and chairs were arranged for
the evening meal. 

The hall became a Mexican hacien-
da for a fiesta dinner of fajitas, tacos and
all the trimmings. After eating their fill,
attendees joined in to dance the night
away, play games or just sit and fel-
lowship.  

Sunday morning began with anoth-
er delicious complimentary breakfast.
Following breakfast everyone could
choose two more of the five seminars
by area pastors. At noon everyone was
encouraged to attend a family skating
party.  

A barbecue lunch followed at the
hotel. The event was capped off with a
luau pool party at the hotel’s indoor
pool that was attended by 125 people.
About 50 stayed over Sunday night and
enjoyed an evening of food and games
at the hotel. 

The fun-filled weekend gave every-
one a chance to visit with Mr. Kilough,
as well as have fun with friends, make
new and renew old acquaintances, and
feast on both spiritual and physical
food. 

Glenn Smith

Sacramento Hosts
Winter Gala 2006

Oh what a night! After two lessons of
Bible study on Revelation, the Sacra-
mento, California, United Church of
God hosted a Winter Gala on Feb. 18.
Visitors came from as far as Portland,
Oregon; Reno,Nevada; and Los Ange-
les, Bakersfield, Chico, Red Bluff and
the Bay Area, California. 

First we enjoyed the greatest potluck

of the year, from chicken bake to won-
derful salads and tempting desserts.
The young adults decorated long tables
with blue and silver streamers and vas-
es full of silver stars. The attire for this
evening ranged from Sabbath wear to
beautiful ballroom gowns,and the men
wore their best suits. It was quite a
sight! 

Church members lined up for food,
dessert and drinks to the sound of
delightful music directed by two cool

deejays, Peter Bentz and Joel Bosser-
man. 

Attendees danced, twirled and slid to
music of the 1940s, ’50s, ’60s and ’80s.
But before the dance began, we were
treated to ballroom dance lessons giv-
en by two of our young adults, Sarah
Bates and Joel Bosserman. 

The silver and blue balloons added
to the festive dance floor, as did the tiny
white lights on the windows. The
young and old mixed in heavenly har-
mony. 

As the dancers twirled, laughter,gig-
gles and cheerful noises came from the
dance floor as they moved in sync to
Kay Starr’s “Rock and Roll Waltz.”
Bill Braswell, our church choir direc-
tor, was an awesome sight among the
youth as he danced with his wife, Bar-
bara. He must have learned the waltz
from Johann Strauss! They were
delightful to watch. 

Fathers danced with their little
daughters to one of Frank Sinatra’s top
hits, “They Can’t Take That Away
From Me.” As the 3- and 4-year-olds
danced, you could hear squeals of
laughter and giggles as they made their
way around the dance floor. The Win-
ter Gala also included a musical video
that got all the young adults dancing
while the adults laughed and laughed. 

I wonder what is in store for us next
year!

Candy Sims

106 Attend Garden
Grove Women’s
Enrichment
Weekend

From Friday evening, Jan. 13,
through Sunday afternoon, Jan. 15, 106

Food and fellowship at Branson,
Missouri, President’s Day gathering

Audrey Lamborn and Ira Mason
dance at the Sacramento Winter
Gala (photo by Jim Springer)

Clown Amanda LaMagna and Greg
Johnson pose for the camera;
above, Kristen Schwitzer shows off
her painted face

Omaha’s winning pie makers:
Doug Murphy, Chris Dohrmann,
Dan Magli, Jim Nelson, Richard
Whitehead II and (front row) Alan
Ratcliffe (photo by Felicia Hoefker)
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enthusiastic ladies attended the fifth
annual Women’s Enrichment Weekend
sponsored by the Women’s Club of
UCG–Garden Grove, learning, laugh-
ing and benefiting from our theme
“Accentuate the Positive.”

Most of the ladies were from South-
ern California, but some came from
northern California, Arizona and other
states. The special weekend was held at
the beautiful Embassy Suites in Santa
Ana —an outstanding facility that fea-
tured all two-room suites
and a relaxing indoor atri-
um area.

The Weekend began
Friday evening with an
optional dinner at a near-
by restaurant, followed by
a get-acquainted mixer at
the hotel. On Sabbath
morning,after four inspir-

ing special music selections, Mario Sei-
glie, pastor of the Garden Grove con-
gregation, set the tone of the weekend
with a very positive and uplifting mes-
sage on “God’s Faith in Us.”

After lunch Saturday afternoon, we
heard from Dianne Clark on the subject
of “Godly Confidence,” followed by
Esther Salcedo on “Positively Emo-
tional.” Later in the afternoon, Sylvia
Kennedy humorously gave us “Tidbits
on Humor,” followed by a hilarious
video that kept the ladies in stitches.

A wonderful meal in the Embassy
Suites restaurant followed, with a free
evening of fellowshipping that the ladies
really appreciated. 

Sunday morning began with an ani-
mated presentation by Kerry Heesch on
“Change Your Attitude—Change Your
Life.”Afterwards,personal deep experi-
ences of how negatives were turned into
positives in their lives were shared by
seven presenters:Elaine Carlilse,Karen
dela Fuente,Randi Hilgen, Ingrid Helge,
Merna Leisure, Leslie Schwartz and
Susan Webber. 

After a break for lunch Anna Moore
opened the afternoon session with a
helpful message on “How to Encourage
Others.”Deborah Barr followed with an
inspiring presentation on “Using Prayer
to Enrich Your Life.” Our pastor’s wife,
Caty Seiglie, then closed the weekend
with very positive comments and
remarks. 

Evaluation forms were completed
and the results were very encouraging,
with numerous comments on just how
much these Women’s Weekends are
needed and appreciated. 

One comment was: “Words cannot
convey what it means to me spending

this kind of time with sisters in the
faith . . . It makes me SO anxious for the
rest of God’s plan to play out, so the rest
of the world can experience such rich-
ness and beauty and kindredness.”

Another comment was: “I love lis-
tening to the wisdom and learning from
the experiences that these wonderful
women have to share. The support and
love is so pervasive and uplifting.”

Another said she appreciated “seeing
that we can be positive in different ways

and by speaking and thinking
in a different tone and with a
different attitude. Laughing
until my stomach ached was
great too . . . I appreciate
these meetings more than I
can express.”

Jean Updegraff

Milwaukee
Dresses for the
Occasion

Darth Vader? The scarecrow without
a brain? The queen of hearts? What do
these three have in common? Well, if
you were in Milwaukee,Wisconsin,on
the evening of Jan. 21, you would have
seen these famous characters live!

People from the
surrounding church
areas were invited to
Milwaukee’s first
costume party. Sab-
bath services were
held in the afternoon
and were followed by
a delightful and tasty

meal of Subway
sandwiches. 

For a number of
weeks prior to the

event,members kept their well-guarded
secrets as to who they were going to be
for the party. When sunset arrived, there
was a stir in the crowd as people went to
change into their costumes.

There was even royalty in the midst.
There was a king (played by Randy
Schmitt) who walked about making his
royal proclamations to his fellow sub-
jects. There was the queen of hearts
played by Francine Fabry,accompanied
by her husband,who looked rather king-
ly himself.

There was one lady (Marci Gunder-

son) who must have broken out of jail,as
the ball and chain were still attached to
her leg when she arrived. There was even
a plant doctor and his wife (played by
the pastor and his wife, Mike and Zelda
Hanisko). Some of the other characters
apparently came from the Renaissance
era.

To keep the evening interesting, there
was karaoke provided and many of the
costumed members sang their heart out.
Dorothy from the Wizard of Oz (also
known as Debbie Burns) helped the
scarecrow (Dennis Ramlow) sing “If I
Only Had a Brain.”

After the karaoke ended, there was a
dance that included a variety of music,
including Latin music. (Who can forget
the macarena?)

Leone Burns

Portland Hosts
Second Annual
Marriage Seminar

The Portland, Oregon, congregation
hosted its second annual marriage sem-
inar on Jan. 22. More than 70 brethren
attended, including some from southern
Oregon; Seattle and Spokane,Washing-
ton; and Idaho.

This year’s seminar, titled “A
Heart of Zeal,” focused on the
most-requested topics from 2005.
Speakers included Bob Dick,
Dennis Luker and John Cafourek.
Their wives, Dyanne, LeeAnn
and Sandy,also participated in the
hour-long question-and-answer
session.

P r e s e n t a t i o n s
included information
on money manage-
ment, differences
between men and
women and conflict
resolution.

A delightful break-
fast and a banquet-
style gourmet lunch
enhanced the day’s
activities. During the
afternoon, the atten-
dees enjoyed a fellow-
ship break with Italian
sodas. 

Attendees appreci-
ated the seminar, and plans are in the
works for next year!

Tanya Winger

Cincinnati Dances
and Skis

On Feb. 11, the Cincinnati,Ohio,East
AM and PM congregations hosted their
second annual Winter Family Dance.
More than 275 people traveled from all
over to enjoy a fun-filled evening.

The ladies were dressed in beautiful
evening gowns, and some of the men
wore tuxes. Deejay Randy Curran pro-
vided the music,which offered a variety
of beats to please all.

Fathers danced with their daughters
and grandmothers danced with their
grandchildren—it was enough to warm
your heart. Even the small children

danced or played with toys provided by
the Cincinnati East congregation.

The evening included a dance contest
involving about 50 couples. The winners
were ABC students Corbin Rose and
Ashley Kruse.

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Dawson from the
Dayton, Ohio, congregation, were hon-
ored with a special dance in honor of

their 50th wedding anniversary coming
up March 25.

Some of the adventurous continued
the weekend with skiing or snow tubing
the next morning at Perfect North in
southeast Indiana.

Janet Treadway

UCG Young Adults
Win Bible Sabbath
Association
Scholarships

Tinenenji Banda, daughter of elder
Kambani Banda and his wife, Shirley,
of Zambia, and Leslie Schwartz, a stu-
dent at UCLA in California, won first
and second places in the Bible Sabbath
Association Essay Scholarship Contest.
The first place scholarship was $1,500
and the second place was $1,000.

Tinenenji, who completed a law
degree in South Africa in December,
plans to continue her studies at Cornell
University in Ithaca, New York, this
August. She plans to pursue a career in
international trade law. In the meantime
she will be going to London to intern at
the international bar organization in
April.

She said, “Winning the contest has
shown me the importance of being able
to articulate and defend one’s beliefs.
The ability to ‘give an answer,’is pivotal
to our calling.”

Leslie said, “It’s a big honor, espe-
cially to receive an award for something
I’m so passionate about!”

Here’s an excerpt from Leslie’s essay:
“I am no longer a ‘closet’ Sabbath

keeper. Rather, I am proud that I know
God’s truth and can live a ‘set apart’ life
in such a chaotic world on a college cam-
pus. I no longer feel burdened when I
‘can’t’go out,but instead rejoice in keep-
ing the Sabbath. I am proud of the deep-
ening faith God has helped me develop
over these past few years in college. I
figure that with all the time God gives us
to live our lives, the very least we can do
is give one seventh of it back to Him,

resting and honoring Him on His Sab-
bath day as He commanded. I have seen
what living a lifestyle consumed by the
world and its temporary pleasures has
brought to so many of my friends at col-
lege, and it isn’t anything compared to
the godly blessings I continually receive. 

“When talking to high school students
who are concerned about keeping the
Sabbath in college, I always encourage
them to seek God’s advice and continu-
ally pray for guidance and direction
when considering what decisions to
make. Also, finding other college stu-
dents who keep the Sabbath nearby will
help keep you motivated as you remain
faithful together. 

“Above all, I encourage college Sab-
bath keepers to not become frustrated
with the ways of this world when every-
one and everything seems to be against
you. God knew it would be this way and
told us that the world would hate us and
be against us because we are different
(John 15:18). Think of how the world
hated Jesus when He was on the earth;
yet Jesus told us that He has ‘overcome
the world’and sets an example for us to
follow (John 7:7, John 16:33) . . . We
should use His example and not love the
ways of the world (1 John 2:15-17) or
try to become part of it, but rather ‘be
transformed by the renewing of our
minds’(Romans 12:2) as we follow God
and the wonderful things He has laid
before us (Luke 12:34).”

The Bible Sabbath Association has
sponsored a Sabbatarian youth essay
scholarship program for the last several
years. June Narber, a 1994 Ambassador
College graduate and BSA vice presi-
dent, chairs the scholarship committee. 

She said potential applicants for the
next contest should contact her at june-
narber@yahoo.com and watch the Web
site www.biblesabbath.org for updates
about the next contest,which will prob-
ably begin in 2007 due to low funds.
She pointed out that all work done by
the scholarship judges, the board of
directors and by her is volunteer. 

She said, “The Bible Sabbath Asso-
ciation is a 50-plus-year-old nonprofit
organization that promotes the truth of
the seventh-day Sabbath. It is a non-
church affiliated organization com-
prised of believers from many different
Sabbath-keeping churches, back-
grounds and beliefs.”

Mike Bennett

The Beloit, Wisconsin, congregation
honors its oldest member, Pearl
Garren, who turned 95 on Feb. 27
(photo by Dale Black)

Mr. and Mrs. Jean Dawson have a
dance in their honor as they
approach their 50th anniversary
(photo by Janet Treadway)

Merna Leisure, LeeAnn Luker,
Esther Salcedo and Ann Tower;
inset, Leslie Schwartz (photos by
Marion Snyder and Jean
Updegraff)

Scenes from the
first Milwaukee
costume party
(photos by Leone
Burns)
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Births
Daniel and Christa Miller are thrilled

to announce the birth of their baby girl.
Their first child, Kaleigh Brianne, was
born on Nov. 1, 2005, weighing 7

pounds 15 ounces and measuring 193⁄4
inches long. The three are members of
the Wheeling,West Virginia, congrega-
tion, where great-grandfather Jerry
McCracken also attends. First-time
grandparents Mark and Brenda White
from the Princeton, West Virginia, area
and grandparents Jim and Erin Miller
from Wheeling, West Virginia, are very
happy to welcome the new addition.

Robert and Kimberley Eckert of the
Edmonton, Alberta, congregation are
pleased to announce the arrival of their
first child, Michael Jacob Eckert.

Michael was born on Dec. 14, 2005. He
weighed 7 pounds 14 ounces and was
201⁄2 inches long. Michael was born in
St. Albert,Alberta,and both mother and
son are healthy.

Jordan Hunter Mortier, first child of
Jeb Ryan Mortier and Laurie Lynn
Macaraeg-Mortier, was born Oct. 28,
2005, in the city of Fond du Lac, Wis-

consin. He weighed in at 6 pounds 15
ounces, and measured 19.5 inches at
birth.

Jordan is the first grandchild of both
sets of grandparents: Jeb’s parents
(Donn and Alice Mortier from Wiscon-
sin) and Laurie’s parents (Edmond and
Lorna Macaraeg from the Philippines).

Patrick and Sarah (Colbeth) Buckley
of Okinawa, Japan, are thrilled to
announce the birth of their first child,Jil-
lian Peach. Jillian was born Oct. 28,

2005, weighing 8 pounds 4 ounces and
measuring 203⁄4 inches.

Proud grandparents are Jim Buckley
and Phyllis Buckley and great-grand-
mother Mildred Peach Collins, all of
Grand Junction, Colorado, and Betsy
Colbeth (and her late husband, Ron) of
Firestone, Colorado.

Engagements
Dallas Girard, of Hurst, Texas, and

Brett Efimov of Chicago, Illinois, are
pleased to announce their engagement.
Dallas is the daughter of Jerry and Lucy
Girard of San Antonio, Texas. Brett is
the son of Ted and Sylvia Efimov of the
Chicago congregation. The couple got
engaged Dec. 30,2005,near the Lincoln
Memorial in Washington, D.C., where
Dallas had been living for the past year.

A July 2, 2006, wedding in Dallas,
Texas, is planned.

Chris Hanson, son of Ron Hanson
and Diane Kjentvet, and Nikki Stuart,
daughter of Joel and Pat Lillengreen,are
happy to announce their engagement on
Feb. 9, 2006. Joined in this announce-
ment are Chris’s daughter, Bailey, and
son, Carter, as well as Nikki’s two sons,
Tyler and Dakota. A midsummer wed-
ding is planned. 

Chris and Nikki first met at the Feast

of Tabernacles in Wisconsin Dells over
20 years ago.

Edmond and Lorna Macaraeg of
Davao City, Philippines, are happy to
announce the engagement of their
daughter, Cheryl Lynn Macaraeg, to

David Don Rogers of the Denver, Col-
orado,congregation. An Oct. 5 wedding
is planned in Davao City, Philippines.

Ms. Ruperta Betoy of Sabah,
Malaysia,and Jerry and Mary Reisdorff

of Phoenix, Arizona, are very happy to
announce the engagement of their chil-
dren Ketchel Betoy and Anthony Reis-
dorff. The wedding will take place this
coming Feast of Tabernacles in the
Philippines.

Mrs. Susan Tomich Graham and Mr.
Kenneth A. Graham II of Illinois are
pleased to announce the engagement of
their daughter Nicole Kristen Graham to
Kelly Christopher Gard, son of Ms.
Kimberly Ann Gard and Mr. Marvin O.
Gard of New Mexico. A May 28th wed-
ding is planned near Chicago, Illinois.

Nicole and Kelly are currently attending
ABC.

Weddings
Nick and Nancy Sass of Prescott Val-

ley,Arizona, and Fred and Linda Patton
of Big Sandy, Texas, are happy to
announce the marriage of their children
Larissa Marie to Mark Frederick Patton
on Nov. 27, 2005. The ceremony was in

Prescott, Arizona, and performed by
Cecil Maranville. Kathie Lillengreen
(sister of the bride) was matron of hon-
or and Fred Patton (father of the groom)
was best man. They were surrounded by
lots of family and many close friends.
The couple attends the Big Sandy con-
gregation.

Michael and Nancy Fike of
Zephyrhills,Florida,are very pleased to
announce the marriage of their daugh-
ter Melissa Ann to William (Bill) Hud-
son, son of Jim and Debbie Hudson of
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. Bill and
Melissa were united in marriage on Sept.
4, 2005. Performing the wedding was a
good friend of the family,Arthur Suck-
ling, from Portland, Texas.

The wedding party included Kristin

and Bryce Todd, Susan and David Fike,
Donna Hofland and Amber Yates.

The happy couple lives in Zephyrhills
and attends the Tampa and St. Peters-
burg congregations.

Anniversaries
On Feb. 11, Chuck and Florence

Thompson, of the Buffalo, New York,

congregation,celebrated their 65th wed-
ding anniversary with their brethren after
services.

The Thompsons’ love for one anoth-
er, for their family, for their brethren and
for their God is a source of encourage-
ment to all who know them.

Nick and Nancy Sass of Prescott Val-
ley, Arizona, celebrated their golden
anniversary with their children and their
families on Thanksgiving Day. They
were married in Tawas City, Michigan,
on Nov. 5, 1955. They then moved to
Oceanside,California,where they spent

over 37 years. They both retired and
moved to Prescott Valley in 1992.

Nancy has been a member of God’s
Church since 1962 when her sister, Inez
Schreiber, introduced her to the Church
and Nancy read through all her Good
Newsmagazines. She was ordained a
deaconess in 1963 and has been humbly
serving in God’s Church for over 43
years. Nancy attends the Northern Ari-
zona congregation. Nick is not a mem-
ber of the Church, but knows and lives
by many of God’s laws. Their daughters
are very proud to enter this announce-
ment regarding their parents’ commit-
ment to each other and their family.

They have four married daughters:
Laurie Sparks of Renton, Washington;
Ramona Walker who attends the San
Diego, California, congregation; Kath-
leen Lillengreen of Oceanside; and
Larissa Patton who attends the Big

Announcements

Michael Jacob Eckert

Kaleigh Brianne Miller

Jordan Hunter Mortier Bill and Melissa Hudson

Florence and Chuck Thompson

Jillian Peach Buckley

Nick and Nancy Sass

Larissa and Mark Patton

Anthony Reisdorff and 
Ketchel Betoy

Brett Efimov and Dallas Girard

Nikki Stuart and Chris Hanson

David Don Rogers and Cheryl
Lynn Macaraeg

Kelly Gard and Nicole Graham
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Sandy, Texas, congregation. They also
have three grandsons who bring them
much laughter and entertainment.

Obituaries
Helen Woodcock, a member of the

Elmira, New York, congregation, died
on the Sabbath of Jan. 7, 2006. She was
97 years old and had been a member of
God’s Church for almost 43 years.
Helen was born in Dundee, New York.
She had 11 children, 48 grandchildren,
69 great-grandchildren and five great-
great-grandchildren.

Helen heard about God’s truth on
Christmas 1956 from a neighbor while
playing Christmas music and decorat-

ing a Christmas tree. She was baptized
in 1963. Some of her fondest memories
were going to the Feasts and time spent
with God’s people.

Helen lived her life in service to oth-
ers. She was a director of a Jewish Home
in Rochester and Syracuse, New York,
taught music,served as a midwife for six
years,made well over 50 wedding cakes
for Church members from New York
City to Canada, always drove people to
church and to the annual Holy Days,and
wrote a book with all proceeds given to
children to attend summer camp.  

Helen was known as the storyteller
and sausage lady. She always served in
and coordinated the kitchen for potlucks
and socials and,during the later years of
her life, she held an annual summer pic-
nic for more than 50 people where she
spent months in advance preparing the
food for the picnic. This was her way of
thanking the people who helped her dur-
ing the year.  

She took great delight in sharing in
the fledging work in Eastern Europe.
She prayed continually for the work
there and helped prepare the mailing of
literature to Eastern Europe until her
eyesight became too bad to help.

A memorial service was held after
services on the Sabbath of Jan. 28.

Chieko O. Sprague, age 80, of San
Marcos,Texas,died Jan. 17,2006,at the
Hays Nursing and Rehab Center fol-
lowing a long struggle with Alzheimer’s
disease.

Mrs. Sprague was born March 29,
1925, in Kyoto, Japan, to the late Sojiro
and Hisako Okumura. She immigrated
to the United States in 1959 and lived in
Clinton, Indiana,with her husband,Clee
Sprague, for more than 40 years before
moving to San Marcos in 2003. 

Mrs. Sprague practiced Buddhism

before she was called into Christianity
and was baptized into the Church of
God. Mr. Sprague often talks of how she
discovered the true God and His Son
Jesus Christ.

She is survived by her husband, Clee
J. Sprague; a sister, Teruko James; a
brother, Koichi Okumura; two daugh-
ters and their husbands, Al and Betsy
Stern of Magnolia, Texas, and Don and
Judy Sjogren of San Antonio,Texas; and
five grandchildren,Karyn Stern,Valeria
Stern, Karl Stern, Gunnar Sjogren and
Aksel Sjogren.

Memorial services were conducted in
San Marcos on Jan. 20 by Gary Petty
and in the Bono Cemetery south of
Dana, Indiana, on Feb. 9 by Victor
Kubik.

Hubert Ray (Hugh) Caudle died on
July 29, 2005, at his home in Houston,
Texas. He is survived by Martha, his
wife of 46 years,and three sons:Jeff,his
wife, Lisa, and daughters, Danielle and
Gabrielle, of Auckland, New Zealand;
Bob and his wife, Jamie, of Azusa, Cal-
ifornia; and Mike, his wife, Karen,
daughter, Brienne, and son, Iain, of
Altadena, California.

Hugh was born on July 1, 1940, in

Breckenridge, Texas, the only child of
Hiram Reaburn and L.C. (Meharg) Cau-
dle. He grew up in Hillsboro,Texas,and
graduated from Baylor University in
Waco, Texas, with degrees in business
administration and accountancy. He
became a CPA and spent most of his
career in management accounting. 

While Hugh was still in college,
Martha came upon the World Tomorrow
broadcast and was baptized in 1962.
Though Hugh was somewhat hostile at
first, he eventually became interested in
God’s way and was baptized in Toledo,
Ohio, in 1966. After 11 years in the
North, the family moved to Houston in
1976 and became active in serving in the
Houston North congregation. Hugh was
ordained a deacon and his wife a dea-
coness in 1986 at the 30th anniversary
celebration of the Houston congrega-
tions.

In the 1980s, Hugh worked with the
teens in their Bible Bowls and the Y.O.U.
Revues that were performed over sever-
al years. He was responsible for the local
tape library for many years and also
helped out with local financial matters
after UCG was formed. After he was
diagnosed with advanced prostate can-
cer in 1999, his energy level was not up
to a great deal of activity, but he took a
great interest in encouraging the widows
and those experiencing various trials,
even as he was confined to bed for the
last six months of his life.

Hugh’s funeral was conducted by Jim
Franks in Houston and burial was in
Hillsboro.

Irene Edwards, a cherished member
of the Buffalo,New York,congregation,
died Dec. 22, 2005, after a short illness
in her Springville home. She was 78.
Irene was called into God’s Church
through her son,Dave Edwards,a mem-
ber of the Meadville,Pennsylvania,con-
gregation.

She was a sister to many,mom to five
children and a friend to all. In her spare
time, Irene enjoyed jigsaw puzzles and
often brought them to services to share
with her Church friends. She cherished
each card she received during her illness
and prayed often that God would bless
those who showed her such kindness.

In the words of one member, it’s hard
to imagine a world without her.

At her memorial service, family and
friends alike shared memories of
Irene—her hard work,her love and ded-
ication to members of the Church and
her love for her family. Irene leaves
behind a large family and a lasting lega-
cy. She will be missed and fondly
remembered while she awaits the return
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Hilda King was born Hilda Josephine
Rebecca Kammeyer on April 29, 1912,
and died Feb. 13, 2006, just short of 94.
She was married to Junior King April
14,1942,who preceded her in death. To
them were born two daughters: Mary,
with whom she had lived the last sever-
al years of her life in Cincinnati, and

Donna, wife of Dr. Joseph DeLeese of
Knoxville, Tennessee.

She is survived by four grandchildren
and six great-grandchildren. She is also
survived by one sister, Anna Kammey-
er Harris, who is 101 this June, and sev-
eral nieces and nephews. Three broth-
ers, Clarence, Virgil and Alvin
Kammeyer, preceded her in death.

Hilda was baptized April 1,1971,and
was a faithful and loyal member in the
Church of God for almost 35 years. She
was a zealous student of the Bible.

A memorial service was conducted
for her on Feb. 19 by Edward Smith and
Lyle Welty.

Wilma L. Heddleston, 66, of West
Union, Ohio, died Feb. 6, 2006, at her
residence. She was born July 16, 1939,
in Lewis County,Kentucky,daughter of
Nellie (McCall) Heddleston of West
Union and the late Wendell Heddleston.

In addition to her mother, she is sur-
vived by one sister, Dorothy (Kendall)
Reed of West Union, and two brothers,
Roy Heddleston of Peebles, Ohio, and

Philip (Martha) Heddleston of Dayton,
Ohio. Wilma was employed as a secre-
tary at a law firm in Maysville, Ken-
tucky, for close to 35 years. She was a
member of the Church of God in
Portsmouth, Ohio, for 39 years.

Graveside services were held Feb. 8
with pastor Gary Smith officiating.

Dorothy K. Williams died at the
beginning of the Sabbath, Sept. 23,
2005, fitting for a long and faithful life
dedicated to God.

Mrs. Williams was preceded in death
by her husband, Joseph B. Williams,
some 25 years earlier. He, like her, was
an early member of God’s Church and
remained faithful to the end. They first
heard the World Tomorrowbroadcast in
1945 while living in central Texas. She
attended her first Feast in Belknap
Springs, Oregon, in 1949.

One frequent visitor called her “a
library of information.” Another friend
said,“When we stopped to visit with Mrs.
Williams,we always left with a more pos-
itive attitude than when we arrived.”One
church pastor said of her, “What a Chris-
tian she was! Very much loved.”

She was born May 15,1918,and was
the oldest of 11 children. In 1936 she
married Joseph Williams and they had
four children: Mary Ann Aust, Brenda
Christensen,Thomas Kirk Williams and
Virgil Gene Williams.

Mrs. Williams faithfully and consis-
tently served the Church in many ways
throughout her life in God’s Church. She
will be sorely missed, but leaves a lega-
cy of faith and encouragement. 

The funeral was conducted Sept. 27
by her son-in-law Jerold Aust.

Hilda King

Tribute: Onorina
(Onnie) Thompson

On the morning of Feb. 4, 2006,
Onorina (Onnie) Thompson died sud-
denly and unexpectedly of a massive
stroke in the Florida Hospital South in
Orlando, Florida. Wife of church pas-
tor and Council member Richard
Thompson and mother of two sons,
Scot and Brett, Onnie is also survived
by two sisters and a brother living in
Florence, Italy.

Onnie was born in 1943 in Volant
No. 2, a small mining town nestled
within a beautiful valley of western
Pennsylvania just west of Grove City
where she went to college earning a
major in the French language. Upon
learning God’s truth in 1963, she
applied the following year to Ambas-
sador College, becoming one of the
pioneering students at Big Sandy,
Texas. Here she met Richard Thomp-
son, and they married after she gradu-
ated in the summer of 1967. Onnie
loved Big Sandy, where she lived at
different times for a total of 18 years.

Her love of children led her into
teaching, beginning with third grade
elementary in Big Sandy to her most
recent teaching job at Triangle Ele-
mentary in Mt. Dora, Florida. She
loved working with her children.

Richard Pinelli,officiating minister,
shared many positive comments from
family, friends and coworkers during
the funeral service:

“From our first acquaintance it was
apparent that she loved children and
loved teaching children. From helping
with teaching third graders at Big
Sandy, Texas, Imperial Schools to her
most recent job of teaching children in
Mt. Dora, Florida, she wanted her stu-
dents to have a good start in life. She
took special interest in each child and
the parents expressed their apprecia-
tion for that.”

“Her spark, spunk, zest for life, wit,
frankness, intellect and beauty were
the initial qualities I grew to love and

respect,” said her husband.
When asked to handle a responsi-

bility, she put all her mind, energy and
attention to it. But the most important
factor was that she put her whole heart
into all she did. Onnie did not walk
through life with half steps: for her it
was always all you’ve got to give.

She is remembered for doing a lot
of little things that had a big impact in
the lives of others.

Her sense of humor was known and
appreciated by many. She was a fan
of both the Atlanta Braves and Dallas
Cowboys. Once she wrote John Mad-
den, the pro football announcer. Each
year Madden selected an all-Madden
football team. She wrote and told him
that she should be selected because
of her squat build and toughness. He
declined to place her on the All-
Madden team, but did send her an
autographed picture of himself.

Yet,her life seemed to be marked by
more than her share of pain—
osteoarthritis, fibromyalgia, a miscar-
riage at seven months and the loss of a
son in March 1969. She looked for-
ward to a time when, for her and oth-
ers, there would be no more pain or
suffering.

The funeral service was in Jackson,
Mississippi, and interment in Lake-
wood Memorial Park Cemetery. 

Onorina (Onnie) Thompson

Dorothy K. Williams

Hubert Ray (Hugh) Caudle

Helen Woodcock



News
At a Glance

On www.ucg.org
■ Compass Check
See video of home office weekly meeting.
www.ucg.org/about/homeoffice/compasscheck.htm

■ UCG Commentary on This Week’s News
Weekly commentaries by UCG written on
world news and trends, from a biblical
perspective. Read these and more:
“Tower of London Prepares for 
Bird Flu”
“Death Toll, Plus One”
“Cartoon Character”
“‘Hamas’ in Prophecy”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

■ Current World News & Trends
Browse up-to-date world news events by
subject categories!
www.ucg.org/worldnews/

■ E-mail Updates and UCG eNews
Receive e-mail updates relevant to UCG
members and weekly HTML newsletters
with ucg.org updates. Sign up today!
www.ucg.org/contact/updates.htm

On vcmagazine.org
■ The March VCM has articles on
“Answered Prayer on the Coeur d’Alene
River,” “Why Is God So Silent?” and more.
vcmagazine.org

On verticalthought.org
■ New article posted on the Web site
for March is “Movies and the Culture
War.”
verticalthought.org

Featured Links of the Month
■ Youth and young
adults’ Web site.
www.ucgyouth.org

■ Singles’ Web site for
singles in the Church.
www.ucgsingles.org
If you have any questions or comments, please
contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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up as before, but responses to the new
format will be handled by the same
telephone response company that takes
our regular television Beyond Today
calls, instead of being taken at the home
office.

However, the previously recorded 120
Good News Radioprograms will con-
tinue to “air” online every week and are
still connected to several Internet pod-
cast feeds. In addition,Beyond Today
Radiois also being submitted separate-
ly to Internet podcast services. The cur-
rent station log can be viewed on our
Web site at www.beyondtoday.tv/radio.

Peter Eddington

Two More ABC
Classes Now
Online

In January, two more Ambassador
Bible Center classes were posted on the
ABC section of our Web site. The two
classes are the Acts of the Apostles (by
Matthew Fenchel) and the Epistles of
Paul (by Roy Holladay). You can listen
to them online in MP3 format at
www.ucg.org/abc/classes. 

A total of seven complete classes
and three additional, special presenta-
tions are now available. This year we

are recording Gary Antion’s Compar-
ative Religion class. After this there
will be five classes to go before the
entire syllabus is available to all Inter-
net visitors.

MP3 CD copies of these two new
classes are being mailed to pastors.
Members can either download them
online or get them from their congre-
gation’s tape library. Please don’t con-
tact the home office for copies. All sev-
en classes found online have been sent
to pastors over the past few years for
their local congregation tape libraries
as well.

Peter Eddington

Families for God
Weekend in Twin
Cities March 25-26

The annual Families for God week-
end in Minneapolis, Minnesota, will be
held March 25 and 26. The theme is
“Turning the Hearts” based on Malachi
4:6.

The weekend includes Sabbath ser-
vices, informative seminars, a concert,
teen prom and more! Special guests
for the weekend will be Council mem-
ber Larry Salyer and his wife, Judy.
Activities will be at the Marriott Min-

neapolis West in St. Louis Park.
Seminars will be presented by Mike

Hanisko, “A Vision for Manhood”;
Steve Myers, a special focus teen study;
Galen Morrison, “Family Conflict Res-
olution”; and Larry Salyer, “Rise Up and
Walk.” There will be also be a special
seminar for the ladies.

The teen dinner and prom will be Sat-
urday evening following the Sabbath at
the elegant ballroom within the Marriott.

Sunday will host great savings on dis-
counted tickets to a family activity at the
world-famous Mall of America, Camp
Snoopy.

Registration is required for the activ-
ities throughout the weekend by early
March. You may make reservations at
the Marriott at (800) 228-9290.

Additional details will be provided at
www.ucgstp.org/familiesforgod,or you
may call Steve or Amy Allwine at (651)
552-0136 or e-mail them at familiesfor-
god@allwine.net.

Gale Black

Correction: Winter
Camp Dates Dec.
27 to Jan. 1

The Winter Camp dates printed on the
back cover of the United Youth Camps

2006 magazine were incorrect. The arti-
cle about the new Winter Camp site
inside the magazine has the correct
dates,which are Dec. 27,2006, to Jan. 1,
2007.

Calendar of Events
March 24-26: “Hidden Treasure—The

Pearl” ladies’ retreat, Portland, Ore-
gon (scruggsjr@aol.com).

March 25-26: Families for God week-
end, Minneapolis, Minnesota
(www.ucgstp.org/familiesforgod).

May 7-8: General Conference of Elders
annual meeting.

May 9-11: Council meetings.
May 19-21: Ladies’ Retreat on Deer

Lake (north of Spokane, Washing-
ton). Theme: Pearl of Great Price;
guests: Victor and Beverly Kubik;
for more information, call (509)
466-4899 or e-mail mmickel-
son@msn.com.

May 26-29: Memorial Day Week-
end, Kansas City, Missouri
(www.kc2006.com).

July 2-4: Melody of Music, Lafayette,
Indiana (www.mom07.com).

Aug. 4-9: Council meetings.
Sept. 3: Second Annual UCG Hous-

ton Music Festival.
Please send calendar items to

mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at
additional mailing offices

When Internet users type specific key-
words into search engines linked to our
Internet advertisements, these advertise-
ments guide them to our Web site.

In this financial year:
• 3,991 new Good News sub-

scribers have been added by the Aus-
tralian office.

• 58.36 percent of these new sub-
scribers were provided by the Internet.

• Google ads have been shown over
8,500,000 times.

• 43,627 people have read the offer
pages.

• 80,687 people have visited the Aus-
tralian Web site.UN

Excerpted fromUnited News Aus-
tralia.

Good News/Beyond
Today Radio
Update

A total of 13,648 responses have
come through this medium. We see
some people attending Sabbath services
and baptized as a result of this pro-
gramming.

The overall number of stations airing
the program currently stands at 16. Also,
we are very pleased to have enjoyed our
first full year of national coverage on
satellite radio—XM 170 Sundays 8:30
a.m. EST. We air right after James Dob-
son.

Responses per year have been:
2000—676 (partial year)
2001—2,857
2002—2,137
2003—2,717
2004—2,675
2005—2,359
2006—227 as of Jan. 31
Total so far—13,648
One change that began in February is

that the radio program is now Beyond
Today Radio—based on the soundtrack
of the video program of the same name.
We will still have the same station line-

Continued from page 2

Source Total Added Thru 2003 Renew Thru 2003 Renewal Rate
Direct Mail 42,441 42,419 16,580 39%
Unknown 19,752 19,752 7,467 38%
Space Ad 39,867 34,142 12,705 37%
Miscellaneous 48,183 33,418 10,836 32%
Radio Program 9,606 6,298 1,930 31%
Brochure 71,776 42,783 12,336 29%
Card Deck 181,596 93,842 26,061 28%
Insert 134,003 105,625 28,110 27%
TV Program 14,325 8,941 2,366 26%
TV Commercial 5,667 5,666 1,419 25%
Letter 934 661 161 24%
Envelope Insert 13,610 8,810 2,096 24%
Gift 165,721 140,776 27,124 19%
Coverwrap 576 355 54 15%
Internet 307,669 122,225 16,890 14%
First Contact Lit. 163 6 - 0%
Total 1,055,889 665,719 166,135 25%

Nonmember GN Renewals Average 25 Percent


