
by Leon Walker

On Sabbath, June 2, the Ministe-
rial Development team began a four-day 
leadership workshop in Santiago, Chile. 
On Friday Clyde Kilough, president of 
the United Church of God, an Interna-
tional Association; Richard Pinelli, direc-
tor of Ministerial Development; and Lyle 
Welty, pastor of the Cincinnati East, Ohio, 
congregations, arrived in Santiago. They 
were met by Leon Walker, regional direc-
tor for the Spanish-speaking areas, and 
Saul Langarica, pastor of the congrega-
tions in Chile, Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil 
and Uruguay.

Also invited to attend the leadership 
workshops were the ministers and wives 
from South America, deacons and wives 
and the only deaconess in South America, 
who is Chilean. In addition, several mem-
bers from Argentina, Bolivia and Peru also 
were in attendance.

The Spanish Region has long recog-
nized the need for ministerial and lead-

ership development. As is the case in all 
other areas, our ministry is aging and prep-
aration for the future is essential. When 
the Ministerial Development Program 
was initiated, the Spanish Region began 

planning for Mr. Pinelli and his team to 
come to Chile for the first part of what is 
expected to be an ongoing training effort in 
Chile and other areas in Latin America.

The Sabbath began with split sermons 
from Lyle Welty and Richard Pinelli. Mr. 
Welty presented the topic “Your Role in 
God’s Plan,” which was followed by 
Mr. Pinelli’s presentation, “Developing 
a Steadfast Spirit.” After a lunch recess, 
regular Sabbath services were conducted, 
with Mr. Welty giving the sermonette and 
Mr. Kilough the sermon. The attendance 
for the morning session was 254. The 
audience was mainly adults, who repre-

sent nonordained leadership of the Church 
in the region, as well as other adults who 
were interested in hearing the leadership 

conferences. Attendance for the afternoon 
Sabbath services was 390.

After sunset the Santiago congrega-
tion presented for the visitors an esquin-
azo. This was a presentation of traditional 
songs and dances from the region. The 
guests were impressed with the quality of 
the music and dances, as well as the enthu-
siasm with which they were presented. 
This show helped the visitors appreciate 
the folklore and customs of Chile.

The regular sessions of the leadership 
workshop began on Sunday for all adults 

Leadership Workshops Held for South America

Europeans Filmed for Feast

Peter Eddington and Clay 
Thornton traveled to Europe June 
18 to July 3 to videotape historic 
locations and interview members 
for the 2007 Feast sermon video, 
“Threshold of a New Age.”

The itinerary included Berlin, 

Aachen, Trier, Cologne and the Church 
office in Germany; Brussels, Belgium; 
Compiègne, Paris, Versailles and Bor-
deaux, France; and Milan, Bergamo 
and Rome, Italy. German, Dutch, 
French and Italian brethren were also 
interviewed for the video.  UN

German regional director Paul Kieffer with Clay Thornton and Peter 
Eddington in Aachen, Germany, where Charlemagne was crowned emperor 
by the pope in A.D. 800. Filming continued in Belgium, France and Italy.
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Travel Education 
Plans to 2014 Set

Working closely with the Festival 
planning team, the travel education group 
has begun planning trips throughout the 
Middle East and other biblically signifi-
cant locations to provide regular rotating 
opportunities for education travel. 
Year	 Spring	Feast	 Fall	Feast	
2007 Egypt Jordan
2008 Greece -------
2009 Israel Greece
2010 Turkey Jordan
2011 Egypt Turkey
2012 Greece Israel
2013 Turkey Jordan
2014 Israel TBA

This coming spring, an educational 
tour of Greece retracing the steps of 
the apostle Paul is in the planning stag-
es. Details will be announced soon.

Educational travel is designed to meet 
program outcomes such as: bring the 
biblical account alive and build faith in 
God and His Word; provide fellowship to 
strengthen individuals spiritually; help par-
ticipants gain knowledge, understanding 
and respect for other cultures and people; 
enhance personal Bible study and prayer; 
and better equip people to explain God’s 
Word with clarity and enthusiasm.

David Register■ Two are set to teach in 
Jordan this year, and 10 to 
15 will serve next summer in 
a six-week project.

Matthew Bates and Mary Ann Miller 
have been chosen to serve as United 
Youth Corp’s first volunteers at the 
Amman Baccalaureate School (ABS) in 
Amman, Jordan. The couple, who will 
soon be married, will be teacher’s assis-
tants at the premier preparatory school in 
Amman. They will report for new faculty 
orientation in August, and work at the 
school until graduation in June 2008. 

The 10-month program will allow 
Matthew and Mary Ann an opportunity 
to teach young people and influence 
them with a powerful example of moral-
ity, discipline and Christian conduct. 

The school will be providing hous-
ing, transportation and a small monthly 
stipend for the couple during their stay 
in Jordan. They will also have opportu-
nities for travel throughout the region. 
Jerusalem, Damascus, Cairo, Beirut 

and Istanbul are within an hour’s flight 
or a day’s drive of Amman. During 10 
months of immersion, they will learn 
to speak and read Arabic and have a 
chance to meet members of the royal 
family. 

Matthew is a member from the 
Bakersfield, California, congregation 
and Mary Ann is a member from the 
Cambridge, Ohio, congregation. Both 
are recent Ambassador Bible Center 
graduates.

The Beginning
This opportunity came about after 

a visit to Amman by David Register, 
director of Education Programs, and 
Cory Erickson, elder from St. Paul, 
Minnesota, and Festival coordinator 
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Mail Room 
Breaking Records

The year 2007 has seen record-
breaking months, every month, for Jan-
uary through May for outgoing pieces 
of literature from the home office mail 
room. May itself was the busiest month 
on record, with 71,956 pieces! 

Please note that these are individual 
literature requests, and do not include the 
fulfillment houses that regularly mail The 
Good News, World News and Prophecy 
and United News for us—millions more 
pieces a year.

Peter Eddington

50,000 Young 
Families to Be 
Added to GN in 
2007-08

As the 2007-08 fiscal year gets under-
way July 1, we are mapping out an exciting 
Good News print advertising campaign. 
The plan features a full-page card insert 
in the October 2007 issues of Parents 
and American Baby magazines (similar 
to our April and May 2007 efforts) and 
brochure insertions in American Baby 
co-op mailers and Parents Healthy Kids 
sampling programs. 

Over 6 million inserts/brochures, 
advertising our booklet Marriage and 
Family: The Missing Dimension will be 
distributed through these programs. We 

See “News at a Glance,” page 2

Young Adults Chosen for Jordan Youth Corps Project

See “Jordan,” page 4

Mary Ann Miller and Matthew Bates 
are engaged to be married and Jordan 
bound to work in a Youth Corps project

See “Spanish,” page 4

Richard Pinelli gives leadership 
lecture with some translation help

Pieces mailed from the home office

Sabbath services in Santiago, Chile
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expect to add over 50,000 young fami-
lies, whose median age is 29, to the Good 
News subscription file in 2007-08.

The 2007-08 print advertising cam-
paign also includes:

• A four-month-long supermarket 
distribution campaign beginning in 
September in 2,000 major supermarkets 
distributing 320,000 copies of four newly 
redesigned 5½-by-8½-inch “take one” 
brochures.  

• Postcard insertions in various card 
packs, reaching over 7.3 million house-
holds and adding over 40,000 Good 
News subscribers. 

• 750,000 advertising brochures and 
postcards will be placed in the Rodale 
Prevention package insert program. 

• Two new trifold “take one” bro-
chures, “The Debt Trap” and “The 
Middle East in Bible Prophecy,” will be 
made available to interested brethren to 
distribute beginning about Aug. 1.

Overall, this proposal calls for almost 
17 million total advertising impressions, 
adding nearly 106,000 new subscribers at 
a targeted cost per response of $4.14.

John LaBissoniere

Great Times for 
Online Marketers—
UCG Keeping Up 
and More

These are great times for online mar-
keters. Internet ad spending grew by a 
third from 2005 to 2006, according to the 
Interactive Advertising Bureau and Price-
waterhouseCoopers (IAB/PwC).

Online ad spending revenues totaled 
$16.8 billion in 2006, up from $12.5 bil-
lion in 2005. 

“It’s been a long time since any medi-
um had three years in a row of 30%-plus 
ad spending increases,” notes eMarketer 
senior analyst David Hallerman. “With 
a 34% gain in 2006…the Internet now 
matches cable TV from 1983 to 1985 
and broadcast TV from 1952 to 1954 for 
such strong, long-term spending increas-
es. Such comparisons to TV advertising 
are apropos, since online video grabbed 
everyone’s attention in the past year.” 

Of particular note: Online revenues in 
Canada grew 80 percent in 2006! This 
is likely due to the substantially greater 
broadband penetration in Canada, at 58 
percent of households versus 46 percent 
in the United States.

Our own United Church of God online 
advertising budget has grown 44 percent, 

See “News at a Glance,” page 16
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Address changes: POSTMASTER—Send address 
changes to United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027

International addresses:

AFRICA & ASIA (except as listed below): United Church of God, P.O. 
Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

AUSTRALIA: United Church of God–Australia, GPO Box 535, 
Brisbane, Qld. 4001, Australia. Phone: 0755 202-111  Fax: 
0755 202-122

BRITISH ISLES: United Church of God–British Isles, P.O. Box 
705, Watford, Herts. WD19 6FZ England. Phone: 020 8386 
8467  Fax: 020 8386 1999

CANADA: United Church of God–Canada, P.O. Box 144, Station 
D, Etobicoke, ON M9A 4X1, Canada. Phone: (905) 876-9966, 
(800) 338-7779  Fax: (905) 876-0569  E-mail: info@ucg.ca

CARIBBEAN: United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027, 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A. E-mail: info@ucg.org

EAST AFRICA (Kenya, Tanzania, Uganda): United Church of 

God–East Africa, P.O. Box 75261, Nairobi 00200 Kenya. E-
mail: kenya@ucg.org

FIJI: United Church of God, P.O. Box 11081, Laucala Beach 
Estate, Suva, Fiji.

FRENCH-SPEAKING AREAS: Église de Dieu Unie–France, 
127 rue Amelot, 75011 Paris, France.

GERMANY: Vereinte Kirche Gottes, Postfach 30 15 09, 
D-53195 Bonn, Germany. Phone: 0228-9454636  Fax: 0228-
9454637 E-mail: info@gutenachrichten.org

ITALY: La Buona Notizia, Chiesa di Dio Unita, Casella Postale 
187, 24121 Bergamo Centro, Italy. Phone/Fax: (+39) 035 
4523573. E-mail: info@labuonanotizia.org

MALAWI: P.O. Box 32257, Chichiri, Blantyre 3, Malawi. E-
mail: malawi@ucg.org

MAURITIUS: P.O. Box 53, Quatre Bornes, Mauritius.
E-mail: mauritius@ucg.org

The NETHERLANDS: United Church of God Holland, P.O. Box 
93, 2800 AB Gouda, The Netherlands.

NEW ZEALAND: United Church of God, P.O. Box 22, 
Auckland, 1015, New Zealand. Phone: 0508-463-763

NIGERIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 2265, Somolu, Lagos, 
Nigeria. Phone: 01-8113644. E-mail: nigeria@ucg.org

PHILIPPINES: United Church of God, P.O. Box 81840, DCCPO, 
8000 Davao City, Philippines. Phone: (+63) 82 224-4444 Cell/
Text: (+63) 918-904-4444

SCANDINAVIA: Guds Enade Kyrka, P.O. Box 3535. 111 74, 
Stockholm, Sweden. E-mail: sverige@ucg.org.

SOUTH AFRICA (and Namibia, Botswana, Lesotho and 
Swaziland only): United Church of God, Southern Africa, 
P.O. Box 2209, Beacon Bay, East London 5205, South 
Africa. Phone/Fax: 043 748-1694.

SPANISH-SPEAKING AREAS: Iglesia de Dios Unida, P.O. Box 
541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.
Phone: (513) 576-9796
TONGA: United Church of God–Tonga, P.O. Box 2617, 
Nuku’alofa, Tonga.

ZAMBIA: United Church of God, P.O. Box 23076,  
Kitwe, Zambia. Phone: (02) 226076. E-mail: zambia@
ucg.org
ZIMBABWE: United Church of God, Zimbabwe, P.O. Box 928, 
Causeway, Harare, Zimbabwe. Phone: 011716273
E-mail: zimbabwe@ucg.org

Internet access on your computer:
The United Church of God, an International Association, 
has a home page on the Internet’s World Wide Web. The 
address http://www.ucg.org gives you access to general 
information and news about the Church, issues of The Good 
News and United News, as well as our booklets. The address 
http://www.ucg.ca accesses the Church’s Canadian Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.au the Australian Web site, 
http://www.labuonanotizia.org the Italian Web site, 
http://www.goodnews.org.uk the British Isles Web 
site, http://www.ucg.org.ph the Philippines Web site, 
http://www.ucgeastafrica.org the Kenya, Tanzania and 
Uganda site and http://www.ucg-rsa.org the Southern 
Africa Web site. 
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Council Member Profile: Roy Holladay
Roy Holladay and his twin sister, 

Roberta, were born in Glasgow, Kentucky, 
in 1940 to Robert and Grace Holladay. He 
is firstborn of five children—three boys 
and two girls. The family moved to East 
Tennessee in 1949 where his dad worked 
on the railroad and sharecropped. He grew 
up on a farm and played basketball and 
football in high school.

It was Mr. Holladay’s interest in sports 
that led him to hear the World Tomorrow 
radio program in 1958. His mom was an 
ardent University of Kentucky basketball 
fan. While trying to listen to the basketball 
games on radio station WHAS out of Lou-
isville, Kentucky, the World Tomorrow 
broadcast would overpower the station 
and grabbed their interest. 

They met a baptizing tour in the sum-
mer of 1958, and in 1959 Roy Holladay 
was accepted to Ambassador College. It 
was there that he met Norma Cowan—his 
future wife. They were both in the fresh-

man class that year. Her dad had heard 
the World Tomorrow radio broadcast in 
the mid-1930s, sent money in to help start 
Ambassador College in 1947 and attended 
the first Feast in Big Sandy, Texas, in 1953 
with his family.

In the summer of 1962 Mr. Holladay 
went on a 12-week nationwide baptizing 
tour. He and his wife were married in June 
1963 and sent out to the Pittsburgh, Penn-
sylvania, and Akron and Toledo, Ohio, 
congregations as an associate pastor. He 
was ordained as a local elder on Pentecost 
1964, preaching elder at the Feast of Tab-
ernacles in 1964 and a pastor in 1968. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holladay have served 
in Pittsburgh, Akron, Toledo, Wheel-
ing, Charleston, Uniontown, San Anto-
nio, Austin, Corpus Christi, Uvalde, the 
Rio Grand Valley, Richmond, Norfolk, 
Arlington, Hinsdale, Chicago North, St. 
Petersburg, New Port Richey, Fort Myers, 
Miami, West Palm Beach, Big Sandy, 

Texarkana, Chattanooga and Rome con-
gregations. He served as a senior pastor in 
1976, regional pastor from 1992 to 1998 
and Festival coordinator in Mt. Pocono 
and St. Petersburg for 10 years, 1983 to 
1994. 

Mr. and Mrs. Holladay attended the 
preplanning meeting for the Indianapolis 
Conference in 1995, and he was selected 
to the interim board and served on the 
Council from 1995 to 2002 (the last two 
years as chairman). He stepped down from 
the Council when he became president in 
2002 and served as president of United for 
three years. In 2005 they moved to Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, and presently pastor 
the Chattanooga and Rome, Georgia, con-
gregations

They have five sons, five daughters-in-
law and 10 grandchildren who are scat-
tered worldwide—South Africa, Austra-
lia, California, Colorado and Texas.

Mr. Holladay sees the responsibility 

of being on the Council as a wonderful 
opportunity to serve the membership of 
the Church (the responsibility to care for, 
serve, love and look after God’s flock) and 
to help humanity through the preaching of 
the gospel.

Mr. Holladay said, “I could not have 
served all these years without the love, 
help and strength of my inspiring wife—
we truly are a team that works together in 
every phase of God’s work.”  UN

Roy and Norma Holladay

FORWARD! 
“They Perceived That This Work Was Done by Our God”
by Tom Kirkpatrick

The book of Nehemiah con-
tains timeless encouragement 
for all who have been engaged 
as God’s instruments in doing 
His work on the earth. 

Nehemiah first was con-
fronted with the stalled, broken-
down state of things among 
God’s people.  It devastated 
him. He wept, mourned and 

fasted—crying to God for forgiveness of God’s people’s 
sins and laxity, and for the miraculous interventions that 
would be necessary, at many levels, in order for those 
“who desire to fear Your name” to begin to make things 
right, and restore forward momentum in the work of repre-
senting the true God in a deceived, sinful and disinterested 
world (Nehemiah chapter 1; all scriptures in this article are 
from the book of Nehemiah).

God heard and answered, perhaps more so than Nehe-
miah had permitted himself to believe was possible. It was 

time to move forward and be energetic in a new thrust of 
advancement in God’s cause on the earth.  And forward 
momentum began.

Then something else began—opposition.

Opposition Begins
 Sanballat and company were grieved exceedingly to 

see this new energy and work among the people of God 
(2:10). Sanballat used quite a variety of tactics in his oppo-
sition to what Nehemiah was leading the people of God 
to do. 

But all his tactics sprang from a common goal—to 
slow down and then stop what Nehemiah had been sent 
by God to do. And motivating them all was an anger—a 
rage, actually—at any who would be employed in imple-
menting God’s will in His work. The ultimate source of 
that rage is well understood by God’s people.

Sanballat unleashed ridicule (2:19), gossip, slander and 
derision (4:1) and conspiracy (4:8) in an attempt to intimi-
date and discourage Nehemiah and company. Nehemiah 
only prayed more fervently and worked more untiringly.  

Then Sanballat switched tactics. He offered to make 

peace through discussion (6:2), but Nehemiah saw this 
for what it was—an attempt to delay and sidetrack the 
work, and he rejected the offer bluntly.  Then Sanballat 
made ridiculous and false accusations against Nehemiah 
personally, imputing selfish motives to his zeal (6:5), but 
Nehemiah rejected them in his integrity.

All the while, Nehemiah was further burdened by trou-
bles, intrigues and opposition from within the community 
of Israel, but he still refused to slow down in his relentless 
drive to do what God had authorized him to do.

The Impossible Accomplished!
At the end of the day, the impossible was accom-

plished—the wall around Jerusalem was completed in 
only 52 days (6:15)—unthinkable! But with the help of 
God, and Nehemiah’s leadership, it was done.

Then, all of those who had been in opposition, explicitly 
or implicitly, realized the futility of their opposition. They 
came to see what Nehemiah had known all along—“they 
perceived that this work was done by our God” (6:16). 

This is a timeless lesson, with the potential for timeless 
encouragement.  UN

News
At a Glance

Google and Yahoo ad impressions



United Church of God, an International Association UnitedNews  July 2007 �

Canadian Council Meets in Abbotsford

18th German 
Booklet Nearing 
Completion

A special fund-raiser provided $3,000 
to help pay the printing costs for the 
German version of the 32-page booklet 
The Middle East in Bible Prophecy. The 
booklet has already been translated and 
checked for language style by members 
of the United Church of God-Germany. 
It is in the final stages of editing and will 
be the 18th booklet printed.

Items excerpted from www.ucog.org.

Church in Zambia 
Doubles

During the last few months the 
number of churches and attendance in 
Zambia has more than doubled. This is 
as a result of a large number from the 
Worldwide Church of God requesting to 
become a part of United. Certain doctri-
nal changes, especially regarding Sab-
bath and Holy Day observance, were 
unacceptable, and their leader, Wilson 
Nkoma, approached Kambani Banda 
with a request to join with United.

Mr. Banda held various meetings 
with their leaders and members, and the 
result was that they are now worship-
ping with United. Presently the number 
of congregations and weekly Sabbath 
service attendance is more than double 
all congregations in South Africa. 

This has put a huge strain on our elder, 
Mr. Banda, and also on the budget. Costs 
for items such as travel, Feast of Taber-
nacles and youth camp expenses have 
greatly increased. The home office has 
been willing and generous in helping us 
through the annual subsidy to cope with 
this additional financial burden.

Excerpted from United News South 
Africa, June 2007

Portuguese Articles 
to Be Posted

Plans are to translate and post one Good 
News article a month on a new Portuguese 
Web site, www.revistaboanova.org.

“For the first ‘issue’ I am clustering 
five articles (five months’ work) into one 
issue and will then post it on the Web,” 
said Jorge de Campos, an elder who vol-
unteers his time to coordinate the Portu-
guese work.

“We will also photocopy (black and 
white) a few for those Portuguese breth-
ren who do not have Internet,” he said.

“I do not want to give the impression 
that we are starting a full-fledged GN in 
Portuguese… Possibly we will be there 
in a few years.”

Mr. de Campos said the major priorities 
in the Portuguese area are to pray for more 
laborers, to translate more basic doctrinal 
booklets and to feed the flock with regular 
sermons in Portuguese.

German GN Sets 
New Record

The May-June 2007 issue of the Gute 
Nachrichten (German Good News) 
magazine was again mailed to a record 
number of subscribers. The issue was 
sent to 4,647 readers in 20 European 
countries, a 14.5 percent increase over 
May 2006. The UCG-Germany editorial 
team wrote the lead article on the subject 
of Germany’s plan to increase the capac-
ity of its daycare centers nationwide.

Article Posted on 
Swiss Web Site

A Web site in Switzerland offering 
advice for women seeking to exit the les-
bian lifestyle has requested permission to 
post an article published in the May-June 
2006 issue of Gute Nachrichten. The 
article will be made available in PDF 
format, and the reference to the source 
for the article will contain an active link 
to the Gute Nachrichten Web site.

U.K. Uses Consumer 
Brochure Ad

The Summer 2007 issue of the Con-
sumer Information Centre brochure 
included an offer to receive Marriage 
and Family: The Missing Dimension and 
the May/June 2007 Good News. This 
issue features a number of family articles. 
Through June 28, the British Isles office 
has received more than 1,800 responses.

The last time they used this kind of 
promotion was in 2004. Since that time 
an online version has also been devel-
oped. The Church pays £3.50 for each 
response and has capped the number at 
2,500 for the present.

After the second Good News maga-
zine a renewal offer will be sent. The 
third and final magazine will go out 
with a reminder to those who have 
not yet renewed. In 2004, 15 percent 
requested regular issues.

German Pentecost 
Offerings Up 31%

On the Feast of Pentecost, 146 people 
met in six locations in the German-lan-
guage region: Berlin (8), Dormagen (38), 
Hamburg (12), Munich (16), Schriesheim 
(29) and Regensdorf in Switzerland (43). 
The offering in the German-language 
region was 8,674 euros, a 31 percent 
increase compared to 2006. The total 
offering for the three spring Holy Days 
was 20.2 percent higher than last year.
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The youth camp in Zambia was held 
from April 26 to May 1 at Nalubanda.

Fifty young people from six congre-
gations, age 13 and up, attended camp. 
There were 32 boys and 18 girls.

Activities started at 4:45 a.m. with prayer 
at the playground. That was followed by a 
3-kilometer jog for the boys and a 1.5-kilo-
meter jog for the girls. The jog prepared the 
campers and staff for a cold bath in readi-
ness for breakfast at 7:30.

Topics covered in the lectures includ-
ed: proof God exists, the purpose of 
camp, communication skills, the value 
of education, health laws and dating. We 
ended lectures with a group discussion 
and a question-and-answer session.

The lectures ended at 11 a.m., in 
time for a rigorous physical education 
program lasting an hour conducted by 
skilled physical fitness instructors in the 

Church. By noon the campers were glad 
to move on to the next activity, enjoying 
a good game of football or netball, the 
only games at our camp.

The games finished at 1 p.m. in time 
for lunch. Lunch and dinner consisted 
of generous portions of nshima and rice, 
accompanied by game, goat or chicken 
and a healthy helping of cabbage with a 
large drink to rehydrate.  

Afternoon activities started at 2 p.m. 
and included a youth speech club, brick-
laying practice and yoking and plow-
ing with animals. The young men also 
learned how to care for the animals by 
deworming them and administering 
vaccines and antibiotics through injec-
tions. The girls learned skills like sew-
ing, cooking and house cleaning.

The evenings were occupied by a 
Bible quiz, a variety show, films and 

a dance. The campers were extremely 
pleased to retire to their dorms, pray and 
crawl into bed by 9 p.m.

The Sabbath was the highlight of the 
camp for two reasons. Campers got a 
chance to catch up on much-needed rest, 
plus they enjoyed the thrill of a combined 
church service of all the congregations 
in the Nalubanda area. The fellowship 
after the service was exceptional.

Camp finished with the presentation 
of prizes: Best Overall Campers, Sisi 
Mafhosla and Zere Phiri; Most Helpful 
Campers, Isaac Chimpepele and Mutinta 
Moonga; and Most Improved Campers, 
Owen Kasakabantu and Mwansa Mfula.

It was a day of mixed emotions as 
campers sorrowfully said their good-
byes, but were eager to go home and put 
what they learned into practice.

Kambani Banda

50 Young People Experience Camp in Zambia

by Linda Wasilkoff

The Canadian National Council met 
in Abbotsford, British Columbia, June 5 
to 7. Tuesday evening included a Cana-
dian National Office update. David 
Palmer then gave a Media Team update, 
and Robert Berendt reported on the work 
of the Ministerial Services Team.

The Canadian Council heard reports 
of the spring Holy Day across Canada. 
Robert Berendt shared his impressions 
of the May Council of Elders’ meeting 
he attended. There was a short discus-
sion regarding the workload of the com-
mittees. David Campbell finished off 
his three-year term the end of March. 
He was asked to give some parting 
comments to the Council. He shared the 
strategies he used and gave some part-
ing suggestions to help new members. 
The Council presented him a pen as a 
token of appreciation for his involve-
ment in the Canadian Council.

Wednesday was a productive day 

as several policies were adopted. They 
were policies on miscellaneous expense 
reimbursement, Festival fund-raising, 
Festival merchandising and literature 
sent to former members/associates. 
Some policies were updated or amend-
ed, including handling employee com-
plaints, hiring and firing employees, 
Feast transfer for salaried employees 
and vacation time for employees.

The Council also approved forms 
for use whenever there is an individ-
ual attending services who has been 
accused of or convicted of a sexual 
abuse offense.

On Thursday the Council conducted the 
annual review of the director of operations 
and the Council self-evaluation. Dr. Ian 
Simons was assigned to the Strategic Plan-
ning/Finance Committee.

A procedure for dealing with conflict 
in the congregations had been assigned to 
the Ministerial Services Team. After much 
input, they presented and the Council 
approved the procedure.

Reader’s Digest Ad 
Planned

Anthony Wasilkoff, director of opera-
tions, presented a request to use a portion 
of a bequest left to the Church for a Read-
er’s Digest ad. The Council approved the 
request.

“Please remember to ask God’s bless-
ing on the Reader’s Digest ad that we 
plan to run this fall, advertising our pro-
phetic booklet on the Middle East,” said 
Chairman Rainer Salomaa. The ad will 
reach about 1 million subscribers.

The dates of the remaining two meetings 
for the year were confirmed. Sept. 10 will be 
a teleconference and Nov. 27-29 will be a 
meeting at the Canadian National Office.

A great deal of business was accom-
plished during this meeting and the last 
item on the agenda, a brainstorming ses-
sion, was also productive. Items of discus-
sion included: How can we build more 
enthusiasm in the membership? How can 
we be more effective? What major trends 
will affect us?  UN

Visiting Interested Group in Gokwe, Zimbabwe
by Stephen Tshabalala

In May I had the opportunity to visit a 
member in Gokwe. Gokwe is the largest 
province in Zimbabwe and is the home 
of Emmanuel Gorondo and his wife, 
Matilda. They have four children. The 
languages spoken there are Tonga, Nde-
bele and Shona. 

What was interesting about this trip was 
that I was visiting the descendants of a man 
who in the past had seven wives and 27 
children. This man had been receiving The 
Plain Truth and Good News magazines. 
Through what he learned he started a 
church teaching people to observe the Sab-
bath and Holy Days. He died some years 
later, and his children are still endeavoring 
to observe the ways of God.

Between 1995 and 1997 they wrote 
letters wanting to be affiliated with the 
Church of God. Ministers from several 

Church of God groups visited them. Mr. 
Gorondo and others later requested a 
visit from a United Church of God rep-
resentative, and I was asked to travel to 
Gokwe to visit with them.

I left Bulawayo on May 18 at 5 a.m. 
I traveled by bus on a road that had not 
been maintained. We traveled at 70 to 80 
kilometers (about 45 to 50 miles) an hour 
and arrived at Gokwe at about 8.p.m. By 
this time it was very dark. Fortunately 
Mr. Gorondo, who had been waiting 
for five hours for our bus to arrive, was 
there to meet me. We then walked for 
four hours to reach his home.

During our discussions, the fam-
ily members became convinced that 
the United Church of God was the 
church their father had spoken about. 
This area has three groups that want to 
meet with us. Unfortunately I only met 
with one of these groups. This group 

has the largest number of members.
On the Sabbath I gave a Bible study 

to 20 people on repentance, baptism and 
receiving the Holy Spirit. Some of the 
questions asked were: “What should I 
do to become a member of the UCGIA?” 
“Should we speak in tongues?” “Should 
we prophesy?” “How can a Christian 
keep God’s laws?”

The following day one man and four 
ladies requested baptism, and I was able 
to encourage them to read the literature 
preparing them for baptism. André van 
Belkum will visit with them and baptize 
those who are ready at a later stage. 

Mr. Gorondo and I left at 6:30 p.m. and 
my bus arrived at midnight. The follow-
ing morning I reached home at 11 covered 
in dust and tired but very appreciative of 
God’s blessing on a successful trip.  UN

The author is a leader in the Bulawayo, 
Zimbabwe, congregation.
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Pinecrest Camp Enjoys Successful 13th Year
Campers and staff from Alaska to 

Florida, Pennsylvania to California 
and Minnesota to Texas—24 states 
in all—swarmed into camp June 
9 and 10 to begin our 13th year at 
Pinecrest. Over 60 staff and 139 
campers were attracted to this uto-
pian setting nestled along the bound-
ary of Mark Twain National Forest 
in Missouri.

This year was an exceptional 
year. We were very thankful that 
God protected us from injury. In 
years past, a trip or two to the hos-
pital in Fredericktown was normal. 
This year we had only a couple 
minor bruises.

One of the main reasons our 
campers come to United camps is 

because they feel safe. Mostly, they 
feel safe from this world’s evil envi-
ronment. Most campers want to be 
with teens who believe the same as 
they do. God’s Spirit is with them 

just as it is at home. They are chal-
lenged. They are kept busy. They 
have boundaries. The food is excel-
lent. They are fed with continual 
instruction from God’s Word. Their 
dorms are air-conditioned. And the 
staff members show great concern 
for them.

This year, as with all camps, our 
theme was “Diving Into the Word of 

God.” Every Compass Check, Bible 
study, seminar and Sabbath mes-
sage directed our campers and staff 
to immerse themselves into God’s 
Word. We want our campers to gain 

biblical knowledge, 
take it to heart and 
live by it.

We were privi-
leged to have UCG 
President Clyde 
Kilough and our 
director of educa-
tion, David Regis-
ter, visit Pinecrest. 
Mr. Kilough empha-

sized seeking God’s Kingdom first, 
explaining that the Church is the 
future of our campers. Mr. Register 
spoke to renewal and restoration by 
God and the importance of allowing 
God’s Word to restore us.

This year for the first time eight 
female and eight male campers were 
able to participate in a wilderness 
survival course. Several classes were 

held to initiate interested 
campers in the basics of wil-
derness survival skills. On 
successive nights, eight girls 
and then eight boys who 
rated highest on a survival 
test had the opportunity to 
participate in a one-night 
survival campout several 
miles from Camp Pinecrest. 
Given only sheets of plastic, 
two matches each and a tin 
cup, they made camp for 

the night, started a fire and ate edible 
plants, such as sassafras, berries and 
cattails, found in the area.

The uniqueness of all United 
camps is God pouring His blessing 
on our children. Each camp mutually 
excels the others in several ways. But 
our same wonderful, peaceful, loving 

Father performs marvels 
too wondrous to understand 
in all our camps. 

Fred Yates, who man-
ages the Pinecrest facili-
ties all year for the Naza-
rene church, was again 
impressed by the UCG 
campers and program. He 
said, “You’re not running 
a camp; you’re running a 

training program!”
One of our camper’s parents sum-

marized the importance of camp to 
our teens in a survey she sent to us 
after camp, “I feel these camps are 
one of the most important things we 
do for youth. They give the teens 
hope in a world that seems hopeless 
much of the time.”

Greg Sargent

who wished to participate in the confer-
ence. Mr. Pinelli opened the conference 
with a lecture explaining the purpose of 
the leadership workshops. This was fol-
lowed by a lecture by Mr. Kilough, who 
explained several principles regarding the 
government of God in the Church, using 
the study paper “Godly Governance” as 
his basis. The attendance for the morning 
session was 198.

A buffet lunch was provided by the 
members between the morning and after-
noon sessions for each day of the confer-
ence. This enabled all to be together and 
to be able to enjoy fellowship with one 
another—especially with the visitors. 
Members made every effort to use what-
ever degree of English they knew and the 
visitors did the same with their individual 
levels of Spanish. Of course, those who 
were bilingual helped by translating.

The Sunday afternoon conference 

began with a lecture by Mr. Pinelli on the 
topic of spiritual effectiveness. This was 
followed by Mr. Welty’s lecture on under-
standing the differences in personality and 
temperament in self and others. The atten-
dance in the afternoon was 207.

Monday was a workday for most mem-
bers, therefore the attendance dropped. 
There were 143 members in attendance 
for the morning session and over 200 for 
the afternoon session. In the morning Mr. 
Pinelli spoke on biblical guidelines for 
elders and wives, with special attention for 
the nonordained leadership in the Church. 
This was followed by a lecture by Mr. 
Welty on split sermons and full sermons. 
In the afternoon Mr. Pinelli spoke on the 
one-point sermonette. Mr. Welty ended 
the Monday session with the topic of 
developing wisdom and judgment.

The final day of the workshops was 
Tuesday and it was resevered only for the 
ministers and deacons (and wives). The 
lectures were tailored for topics more of 

a ministerial nature. Mr. Pinelli began the 
morning session with a lecture on baptis-
mal counseling. This was followed by Mr. 
Welty who spoke on premarital counsel-
ing. After lunch Mr. Kilough brought the 
conference to a close, speaking on the 
topic of the heart of a pastor.

Members’ reaction to the conferences 
was enthusiastic and appreciative.

Wednesday was a free day so the party 
spent the morning shopping and seeing 
some of the sights of Santiago. Mr. Welty 
returned to the United States that evening 
and the Kiloughs, Pinellis and Walkers 
traveled to Lima, Peru, arriving at about 2 
a.m. Thursday. Later they were joined by 
Manuel and Clara Quijano and Wilfredo 
Saenz (Mr. Quijano and Mr. Saenz are the 
ministers in Peru) for a tour of the city. 

That evening the visitors joined a group 
of members for a typical Peruvian dinner. 
The visitors had the opportunity to meet 
the pioneer members of the Church in 
Peru who were invited to the dinner.

Sabbath services were conducted in 
the Hotel Crillon Convention Center. Mr. 
Pinelli gave the sermonette and Mr. Kilo-
ugh gave the sermon. There were 130 
members in attendance. After sunset the 
members presented a brief talent show, 
featuring typical Peruvian music and 
dances. Later that evening the Kiloughs 
and Pinellis returned to the United States.

Mr. Welty said: “It was a real honor to 
participate in the Leadership Workshop in 
Chile. This was my first time to travel to 
South America, and I found Chile to be 
a delightful place to visit. The members 
were very warm and friendly, but what 
impressed me the most was their desire to 
learn. Some of the members explained that 
since God has called them to be teachers 
in the world tomorrow, they were desirous 
of learning all they could about leadership. 
That attitude impressed me deeply.”

Mr. Pinelli said he and his wife “were 
highly impressed with the pastors, wives 
and their dedicated and converted frame of 

mind. The people and their acceptance of 
our presentations and respect they showed 
for the material and for all of us was over-
whelming. I guess the greatest thing was 
attitude among all the ordained and all of 
the members. I found their attitude toward 
the ministry and the government of God 
brought tears to my eyes.”

Clyde Kilough concluded: “I always 
marvel at how God has called people 
from all over the world and placed them 
in the Body as He has seen fit. It was a 
great opportunity for Dee and me to meet 
so many of the brethren in Chile and Peru, 
and the visitors from Bolivia, Colombia 
and Argentina. Their desire to learn and 
grow, their attitudes and their commitment 
to following God was truly inspiring. We 
only regret that we did not have more time 
to spend with them. I would highly recom-
mend that anyone looking for a new place 
to transfer for the Feast should consider 
any of the sites in South America—you 
will be richer for it!”  UN

Archery and the “water sharing” 
exercise on the canoe trip

Speedaway (above) and other 
activities contribute to building 
friendships and character in the 
godly, supportive “Zone” (photos by 
Gary Black)

for the 2007 Jordan Feast site. In April 
they were invited by Princess Sarvath 
al Hassan, of the Jordanian royal fam-
ily, to meet and discuss opportunities 
for United Youth Corps in Jordan. The 
princess serves as the chairwoman of 
the board of trustees for the school. 

The princess discussed the need for 
assistant teachers who could bring “strong 
character instruction, youthful vitality, 
and new educational ideas” to the faculty 
and students at the Amman Baccalaure-

ate School. University-aged volunteers 
from the Church served at the school 
as assistant teachers in the early 1990s. 
Their influence left a lasting impression 
with the princess and the faculty at ABS. 
She said that the school board had met 
a couple of weeks prior to the April visit 
and discussed the desire to have young 
adults from the Church serve again. 

The Amman Baccalaureate School 
just celebrated its 25th anniversary 
and focuses on “academic and social 
development” in an “aesthetically 
pleasant and nurturing environment” 

and “an unwavering commitment to 
the performing arts, music, literature, 
sports, and service activities.” The K-
12 school, located about 20 kilometers 
(about 12 miles) south of Amman, has 
about 1,000 students. 

“The timing to launch this project is 
perfect. It seems as though God is open-
ing a door for us,” said Mr. Register. 

“Two major outcomes for our United 
Youth Corps program are that our young 
adults learn to identify with the global 
nature of the work of the Church and 
serve as witnesses to Christ as outlined 

in Acts 1:8. We are starting small this 
year by sending one couple to Jordan. 
Next year we hope to send more United 
Youth Corps young adults and couples 
to serve in other venues including the 
Young Muslim Women’s Association 
(YMWA) Centre for the Mentally Chal-
lenged, the Al Hussein Society Center 
for the Physically Challenged and the 
Amman Baccalaureate School.”

2008: Six-Week Program
Next summer (2008), United Youth 

Corps will send 10 to 15 young adults 

on a six-week experience to Jordan and 
Israel to serve at summer camps in the 
Jordanian schools mentioned above 
and a three-week archaeological dig. 
The experience will also include tours 
of interesting historical sites throughout 
Jordan and Israel. 

If you are interested in the six-week 
UYC experience or the 10-month teach-
ing program at ABS, please contact 
Doug Horchak (doug_horchak@ucg.
org) or check our United Youth Corps 
Web site at www.ucgyouthcorps.org. 

David Register

“Jordan,” continued from page 1

“Spanish,” continued from page 1
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Aaron	Schuyler	Adkins

Parents: Justin and Deba Adkins
Congregation: St. Louis, Missouri
High School Accomplishments: Aaron played trum-

pet for three years in marching band. He was rank 
leader for two years. He also played trumpet for 
three years in symphonic band. He played goalie 

on the varsity indoor soccer league during his senior 
year. He was a Missouri A+ College Tuition award 
winner. Aaron graduated with a College Prepara-
tory Certificate for Academic Achievement.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Aaron enjoys 
various sports, including lacrosse, soccer, paintball 
and dodgeball. He is also considered a master at 
Guitar Hero. Aaron likes listening to various forms 
of music, keeping up with friends via the Internet 
and spending time with family and friends.

Plans After Graduation: Aaron is working full-time 
during the summer for the City of Wentzville as a 
staff member for the city summer camp program. 
In the fall, he will begin attending St. Charles Com-
munity College for two years. He will be pursuing 
an associate of science degree in engineering. After-
wards he plans to transfer to a four-year university 
to complete his engineering degree.

Favorite Quote: “The best way to predict the future is 
to invent it”—Unknown.

Isaac	Archbold

Parents: Daniel and Jaemie Archbold
Congregation: Lawton, Oklahoma
High School Accomplishments: Isaac was listed on the 

President’s Honor Roll.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Isaac’s hob-

bies include video games, computers and paint-
ball.

Plans After Graduation: Isaac plans to attend college 
to be a computer technician.

Favorite Quote: “All things are difficult before they 
are easy”—Thomas Fuller.

Alyssa	Diane	Archer

Parents: Larry and Laura Archer
Congregation: Salem, Oregon
High School Accomplishments:  Alyssa played in the 

wind ensemble, marching band and pep band. She 
was first chair flute and piccolo and lettered all four 
years of high school. She was awarded an Activity 
Scholar Award for band, and received an honors 
certificate with specialization in fine arts. She was 
a member of the National Honor Society.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Alyssa will 

be on staff at Camp Woodmen this summer and 
then attend Northwest Camp. She also volunteers 
for the hospital auxiliary. Her interests include 
drawing, volleyball, music, graphic design, pho-
tography, Web design and photo editing. 

Plans After Graduation: Alyssa plans to attend Linn-
Benton Community College to earn an associate of 
applied science with an emphasis in art. Then she 
plans to transfer to a four-year university to pursue a 
bachelor’s degree in art and graphic design.

Favorite Quote: “The true work of art is but a shadow 
of the divine perfection”—Michelangelo.

Joshua	Lee	Arnold

Parents: Mr. and Mrs. Michael Arnold
Congregation: Bloomington/Normal, Illinois
High School Accomplishments: Josh participated in 

the Tutors for Young Students program and was 

on the Honor Roll. He received a recognition letter 
from the Blue Ridge High School staff for student 
success as the result of honesty, hard work, respect 
and responsibility. He also received a Certificate of 
Achievement award for Tech Prep Career Intern-
ship with Carle Foundation Hospital.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Josh enjoys 
fishing, football, playing guitar and reading. He 
loves attending Church camps and has attended 
Pinecrest, Woodmen, Heritage, Teton Challenger 
and Winter Camp.

Plans After Graduation: Josh graduated from high 
school midterm and is attending Parkland Com-
munity College in Champaign, Illinois, where he 
will get his degree in biological sciences. He plans 
to transfer (college not determined yet) to study to 
be a physician’s assistant.

Favorite Scripture: “A man that hath friends must 
shew himself friendly: and there is a friend that 
sticketh closer than a brother” (Proverbs 18:24, 
King James Version).

Kelsey	Aubart

Parents: Kari (Koss) Aubart and Kyle Aubart
Congregation: Eau Claire, Wisconsin
High School Accomplishments: Some of Kelsey’s 

accomplishments have been becoming certified 
as a nursing assistant (CNA), choir for 12 years 
and Spanish for four years. She is also in H.O.S.A. 
(Health Occupations Students of America), which 
is a volunteer organization for those interested in 
entering the health occupations field following high 
school. She was a freshman mentor in her junior 
year of high school. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Some of 
her hobbies include high school volleyball, and 

gymnastics. She has participated in softball for 
seven years. She enjoys camping and the outdoors 
and loves to go boating, water skiing, tubing and 
swimming. She enjoys spending time with her 
little nephew, Gavin. She has gone to United Youth 
Camps since she was 13. She has been to preteen 
camp in Minnesota, Winter Camp in Wisconsin 
and Pinecrest Camp in Missouri. 

Plans After Graduation: Kelsey will be attending 
Winona State University in Winona, Minnesota. 
She will be majoring in nursing and hopes to 
become a pediatric nurse practitioner. 

Favorite Scriptures: “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) and “Now 
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evi-
dence of things not seen” (Hebrews 11:1).

Courtney	Elizabeth	Ballo

Parents: Don and Camille Ballo
Congregation: Fort Myers, Florida
High School Accomplishments: Courtney completed 

the International Baccalaureate Program at Fort 
Myers High School with a GPA of 5.4.  She gradu-
ated summa cum laude in the top 1 percent of her 

county and was involved with the honor societies 
Rho Kappa and Mu Alpha Theta.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Courtney 
has attended UCG camps for all her teen years and 
plans to be an assistant counselor at Camp Hye 
Sierra this summer. Her hobbies include photogra-
phy, traveling, reading and talking to her friends.

Plans After Graduation: Courtney will be attending 
the University of Florida in the fall to study nurs-
ing/midwifery.

Favorite Scripture: “I can do all things through Christ 
who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13).

Darci	Dianne	Barney

Parents: J.R. Barney and Sharla Kay (Shamblin) 
Turner (grandparents: Ward and Carolyn Shamb-
lin)

Congregation: Lubbock, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Darci was salutatorian 

of her graduating class, having a GPA of 4.828. She 
was selected as a National Merit Scholarship Final-
ist, making her eligible to receive scholarships from 
10 universities, including Boston University, New 
York University, Rice University, Vanderbilt Uni-
versity and Texas Tech University. She has received 
numerous awards in math and science throughout 
her high school years, including participation on 
an academic team that won the state title two years 

out of the three years she attended Lubbock High 
School. During the summer of 2006, she was cho-
sen to participate in the international Clark Scholars 
Program, a seven-week science research program 
administered on the Texas Tech University cam-
pus. In addition to her academic accomplishments, 
Darci performed in the All-Region Orchestra for 
two years, having the position of first-chair cello in 
2003. She also won fifth place in a national French 
competition during her high school years.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Darci enjoys 

Congratulations, High School

Graduates2007

Courtney Elizabeth Ballo

Darci Dianne Barney

Aaron Schuyler Adkins

Alyssa Diane Archer

Kelsey Aubart

Isaac Archbold

Joshua Lee Arnold
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playing the cello, the violin and the piano. She also 
likes to surf the Web on the computer. She has had 
several pets through the years, including a cat, a rab-
bit and a pet squirrel. 

Plans After Graduation: Since Texas Tech Univer-
sity is located in her hometown, she has chosen to 
attend there this fall. She would also like to attend 
Ambassador Bible Center in the future.

Favorite Song: “God Will See Us Through.”

Elias	Beidelman

Parents: James and Rebecca Beidelman
Congregation: Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Elias works 

in the church wherever he is needed.
Plans After Graduation: Elias plans to get a two-year 

degree in drafting, then may continue on for more 
schooling.

Advice: Be crazy, not foolish. 
Motto: I fear not what the future holds.

Amber	Benedict

Parents: Bruce and Donna Benedict
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Amber was a mem-

ber of National Honor Society, Spanish National 
Honor Society, International Baccalaureate Club, 
Sadd Light Brigade, school choir and orchestra. 
She was a full diploma candidate of the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Program, graduating with a 
4.7 GPA.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  Amber 
enjoys playing all sports, especially basketball, 
volleyball and softball. She has served as secre-

tary, treasurer and vice president of the Dallas Teen 
Speech Club.

Plans After Graduation: Amber is receiving a full 
scholarship to Texas Women’s University.

Kimberley	Berendt

Parents: Richard and Heather Berendt
Congregation: Edmonton, Alberta
High School Accomplishments: Kimberley graduated 

with honors in the International Baccalaureate Pro-
gram. She has pursued additional elective studies 
in fashion design.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.:  Kimberley 
plays classical guitar and flute. She loves all ani-
mals, especially horses, and has over several years 
become accomplished and competitive in eques-
trian sports including show jumping and dressage. 
She has studied equine health and horsemanship, 
and she has used her knowledge and interests to 
begin a small business creating custom saddle cov-
ers, horse blankets and other horse apparel.

Plans After Graduation: This fall Kimberley will 
begin a degree program to study nutrition and food 
sciences in the faculty of agriculture at the Univer-
sity of Alberta.

Rachel	Elin	Bess

Parents: Alan and Elissa Kroeger
Congregation: Akron, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Rachel has taken four 

years of voice lessons. She is involved in sewing 
historical costumes and Civil War reenacting with 
the 69th PA Irish volunteers. She has read lots of 
good books, and has taken a monthlong trip to 
Florida to care for the elderly.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Rachel 
sings in the church choir and performs other spe-
cial music. She is also involved in the coffee crew, 
Teen Speech Club and was assistant counselor for 
two years at Camp Buckeye. She loves singing and 
listening to Celtic folk music, white-water rafting, 
attempting to rock climb and spending time with 
her puppy, Rufus. She has operated a small business 
for five years cleaning houses and babysitting.

Plans After Graduation: Rachel plans to draw closer 
to God, get an RN degree and eventually become a 

midwife, travel (especially to Ireland and Scotland) 
and to someday become a wife and mother.

Favorite Scripture: “To everything there is a season, 
a time for every purpose under heaven…” (Eccle-
siastes 3:1-8). 

Favorite Quote: “Live as if you were to die tomorrow... 
Learn as if you were to live forever”—Gandhi.

Advice/Quote: “Whenever you find yourself on 
the side of the majority, it is time to pause and 
reflect”—Mark Twain.

Cameron	Bounds

Parents: Dennis and Rebecca Karels Bounds
Congregation: Houston North, Texas

High School Accomplishments: Cameron is a National 
Merit Scholar, an AP Scholar with Distinction and 
a member of the National Honor Society and the 
Spanish National Honor Society. He was ranked 
#19 out of 833 seniors in his graduating class.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Cameron is 
a member of Loadstone rock band. He is registered 
with the State of Texas as a Pharmacy Technician in 
Training. He currently works at CVS Pharmacy.

Plans After Graduation: Cameron plans to attend 
Texas A&M University, majoring in computer and 
electrical engineering.

Favorite Quote: “The gunfire around us makes it 
hard to hear. But the human voice is different from 
other sounds. It can be heard over noises that bury 
everything else. Even when it’s not shouting. Even 
if it’s just a whisper. Even the lowest whisper can be 
heard over armies when it’s telling the truth.”

Favorite Scripture: “The wicked flee when no one 
pursues, but the righteous are bold as a lion” (Prov-
erbs 28:1).

Motto: Focus on something in your future, but never 
forget the things around you.

Advice: Don’t take advice from high school stu-
dents.

Jacquelyn	Boykin

Parents: Kim and Brenda Boykin
Congregation: Raleigh, North Carolina
High School Accomplishments: Jacquelyn was part of 

the National Technical Honor Society, NC Scholars 
and BETA Club. She was named basketball MVP 
and women’s track All Conference Champion. She 
played basketball for six years and in track she ran 
the 400 meters, threw the discus (for which she was 
named All Conference Champion) and put the shot 
(for which she received a silver medal at the state 

championship).
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jacquelyn 

holds two jobs, at McDonald’s and Coldstone 
Creamery. She plays basketball in her spare time 
now that she is working.

Plans After Graduation: Jacquelyn received a schol-
arship for Nash Community College, renewable 
for two years. She then plans to transfer to either 
Winston-Salem University or North Carolina State 
University. She is currently planning to major in 
sports medicine or physical therapy.

A.J.	Bradley
Parents: Jim Bradley and Sheba Grafton
Congregation: Atlanta, Georgia
High School Accomplishments: A.J. graduated with 

3.85 GPA and was listed in Who’s Who Among 
American High School Students. He was a member 
of Beta Club, French Club, National Honor Society 
and the National Society of High School Scholars. 
He played football two years and participated in 
wrestling and track and field for one year.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: He enjoyed 
Camp Woodmen for six years; he enjoys football 
and speedaway. He says Atlanta’s Prom has also 
been “an awesome event.” He loves listening to 
good music. He has assisted with weekly setup for 
church and with the sound crew, and occasionally 
leads songs.

Plans After Graduation: He has been accepted to 
Georgia Tech. He plans to get a master’s degree in 
aerospace engineering.

Favorite Scripture: Song of Solomon 1:8-9

Favorite Quote: “Some days you get the bear. Some 
days the bear gets you.”

Advice: Listen to your parents; they have the perspec-
tive you need when it comes to important decisions, 
such as finding guys for their daughter.

Preston	Scott	Buchanan

Parents: David and De Lynn Buchanan
Congregation: Houston North, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Preston was presi-

dent of HOSA (a club for future health occupation 
professionals) and served on the yearbook staff as 
photographer and copy editor. He received awards 
for Outstanding GT English II Student, Outstand-
ing Honors World History Student, Outstanding 
Conceptual Physics Student and the Honors AB 
Calculus Award. He was a two-year finalist for 
the Curtis Elliott (Character) Award, was Senior 
Favorites Finalist for Best Smile and Friendliest 

and received Humble High School’s “Top 5% All 
Star Award” for character, academics, leadership 
and service. Preston graduated high school with 36 
hours of college credit. He is also a Certified Phar-
macy Technician. He received a Patriot Scholarship 
at the University of Texas at Tyler, plus the Murphy 
Curtis Memorial Scholarship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Preston 
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enjoys traveling, photography, reading, playing gui-
tar, composing music, volleyball, weight training 
and fitness, nutrition, snowboarding, skimboarding 
and fishing. He also enjoys working at the summer 
preteen and teen camps. During the school year 
he worked as a floor model for Hollister, Inc. This 
summer he will work for his father’s environmental 
consulting business as a field technician.

Plans After Graduation: Preston plans to major in 
biology and hopes to earn his BS degree in three 
years at the University of Texas at Tyler, and then 
attend medical school, specializing in pediatrics. He 
would like to be able to use his professional skills 
serving the members of the Church in underdevel-
oped countries.  

Favorite Scripture: “No temptation has overtaken you 
except such as is common to man; but God is faith-
ful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond 
what you are able, but with the temptation will also 
make a way of escape, that you may be able to bear 
it” (1 Corinthians 10:13).

Comment: “I would like to thank my family, my ‘Church 
family’ and my friends for their love, support and all 
the opportunities that I have been given.”

Stacey	Burnett

Parents: Andy and Lisa Burnett
Congregations: Covington and New Orleans, Louisi-

ana, and Laurel, Mississippi
High School Accomplishments: Stacey was a mem-

ber of National Honor Society, National Spanish 
Honor Society, National BETA Club (served as 
secretary), chorus (served as treasurer), Spanish 
Club, Book Club and Dance Club. She received 
the BETA Club Member of the Year award, a Pres-
ident’s Award for Outstanding Community Service 
and a Regent Scholar award, finishing in the top 10 
percent of her class.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Stacey’s 
hobbies include piano, reading, travel and sewing.

Plans After Graduation: Stacey plans to attend Sam-
ford University in Birmingham, Alabama, in the 
fall, where she’ll pursue an undergraduate degree 
in elementary education.

Favorite Scripture: Philippians 4:11-13

Jacqueline	Capo

Parents: James and Nancy Capo
Congregation: Tucson, Arizona
High School Accomplishments: Jacqueline graduated 

in the top 3 percent of her class as a Canyon Del 
Oro High School Scholar. She was recognized as 
an AP Scholar With Honor, and a National Merit 
Commended Student. She received the President’s 
Education Award and Seals of Excellence in math, 
English and social studies. She served as treasurer 
of National Honor Society.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jacqueline 
has been going to United Youth Camps since 2000, 
including Pinecrest, Oakhurst, Hye Sierra, Tetons 
and Challenger II. She likes to go rock climbing 
with her family. She played volleyball and did the 
high, long and triple jumps in high school.

Plans After Graduation: Jacqueline will be attending 

Arizona State University on a President’s Scholar-
ship to its Barrett Honors College.

Elizabeth	Ann	Carstensen

Parents: Terry and Brenda Carstensen
Congregation: Austin, Minnesota 
High School Accomplishments: Liz attended Hayfield 

Public Schools from kindergarten through 11th 
grades. Her senior year she challenged herself to 
enroll at Rochester Community and Technical Col-
lege, RCTC, as a post-secondary student. While in 
high school she excelled in history, English and sci-
ence and enjoyed history the most. She participated 
in varsity cheerleading for football and wrestling 
during her sophomore and junior years, became a 
member of SADD (Students Against Destructive 
Decisions), enjoyed excelling in academics and 
made many fun and wonderful memories with 
friends. During her senior year she was enrolled 
as a college freshman and tasted a lifestyle much 
different than high school. She is very thankful that 
she enrolled in post-secondary and would encour-
age any high school student with the opportunity 
to consider it.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Liz has been 
attending services for almost a year. She has been 
learning and growing, making friendships and last-
ing memories. She says learning with God’s help 

from His Word, Church literature and support from 
brethren is an ongoing task and joy. She is look-
ing forward to her first Feast of Tabernacles! She 
enjoys cooking, interior decorating and gardening 
as well as planning and organizing activities.

Plans After Graduation: Liz is enrolled at RCTC for 
the fall of 2007 and intends on applying for the 
dental hygiene program in September with aspi-
rations to achieve an associate’s degree in dental 
hygiene. Once she receives that degree, she plans 
on attending the University of Minnesota to obtain 
a bachelor’s degree in dental hygiene.

Favorite Scripture: “In all your ways acknowledge 
Him, and He shall direct your paths” (Proverbs 3:6).

Timothy	Charles

Parents: Tom and Kathy Charles
Congregation: Lewistown, Pennsylvania
High School Accomplishments: Timothy received an 

award in FFA and also graduated from SUN Area 

Career and Technology Center as an electrician.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Timothy 

is on the sound system crew at church and leads 

songs. He enjoys gardening and raising animals.
Plans After Graduation: Timothy is already working 

full-time.
Favorite Scripture: “But this I say: He who sows spar-

ingly will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 
bountifully will also reap bountifully” (2 Corinthi-
ans 9:6).

Antonio	Chavez

Parent: Marco A. Chavez
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Tony was on the A 

and B Honor Roll and was a scholarship recipient.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Tony was 

involved in the Church youth group, teen Bible 
studies as well as basketball, soccer and running.

Plans After Graduation: Tony plans to study premed 
at Emmanuel College in Boston on scholarship.

Bradley	Cohron

Parents: Wes and Trish Cohron
Congregation: Jefferson, Georgia
High School Accomplishments: Brad is a four-year 

member of FBLA and a four-year member of the 
International Thespian Society. He was chosen for 
the region all-star cast and received student-elected 
acting awards including best actor in a musical and 
best actor in a one-act play.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Brad is a 
member of the Jefferson/Atlanta church choir. He 
enjoys working on his 1986 Chevy S10, singing 
karaoke and making people laugh.

Plans After Graduation: Brad plans to attend Camp 
Woodmen this summer, and then to go to Gordon 
College in Macon, Georgia, majoring in theater to 
prepare to be an actor/singer.

Favorite Quote: “Our deepest fear is not that we are 
inadequate, our deepest fear is that we are powerful 
beyond measure. It is our light, not our darkness that 
most frightens us. We ask ourselves, who am I to 
be brilliant, gorgeous, talented, fabulous? Actually 
who are you not to be?”—Marianne Williamson.

Katherine	Ann	Collins

Parent: Jackie Collins Holladay
Congregation: Dallas, Texas

High School Accomplishments: Katherine graduated 
cum laude, was a choir officer, received a “1” for 
solo at state competition every year and received 
an Algebra III award.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Katherine par-
ticipated in girls basketball, singing and Teen Speech 
Club. She enjoys history, reading and dancing.

Plans After Graduation: Katherine plans to attend 
Virginia Tech University in Blacksburg, Virginia, 
to major in classics and minor in music.

Favorite Scripture: “Better is open rebuke than love 
that is concealed” (Proverbs 27:5, NASB).

Chelsi	Renee	Compton

Parents: Harold and Tonya Compton
Congregation: Flint, Michigan
High School Accomplishments: Chelsi played vol-

leyball and softball and swam on the swim team 

throughout high school. She was also a member of 
the National Honor Society and SADD (Students 
Against Destructive Decisions).

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Chelsi was 
a camper at Camp Heritage in Pennsylvania for six 
years. She also helped with swimming at Camp 
Buckeye preteen camp in Ohio for two years. She 
likes to sing in the local church choir and in the Fes-
tival choirs.

Plans After Graduation: Chelsi plans on attending 
college to become a veterinarian technician.
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Crystal	Michelle	Dean
Parents: Aaron and Michelle (Gemon) Dean
Congregation:  East Texas
High School Accomplishments: Crystal was an honor 

student in the Texas Tech home school program 
and chose to graduate early to start college.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Crystal has 
served her church and the community for over 
10 years, participating in talent shows, retirement 
center visits and even performing as a front act for 
a magic show. She loves to sing and is an accom-
plished gymnast. Growing up on a lake, she has 
been waterskiing since the age of 4. She also loves 
to snow ski and plays basketball and volleyball on 
the church teen teams. She is well traveled, having 
been in 15 countries on five continents. She loves 
meeting people and visiting new places. She also 

enjoys riding in the country on her motorcycle. 
Plans After Graduation: Crystal has already started 

college and plans to become a physical therapist.
Favorite Scripture: “Faith is the substance of things 

hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” 
(Hebrews 11:1).

Favorite Quote: “If God brings you to it, He will bring 
you through it.”

Dawn	Deininger

Parents: Dan and Val Deininger
Congregation: Whitehall, Montana
High School Accomplishments: Dawn was a National 

Honor Society member and graduated cum laude. 
She participated in varsity track and varsity cross-
country (for two years and was a co-captain senior 
year), was prom queen, was Peers Club vice presi-
dent and was academic all state.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Dawn 
attended Teton Challenger Camp and Camp David-
son. She enjoys singing special music on occasion. 
She loves being outdoors in rain or shine, wake-
boarding, tubing and hiking, or anything active. 
She also works full-time at a group home for the 
developmentally disabled.

Plans After Graduation: Dawn plans to go to Eastern 
Washington University where she will be pursuing 
a master’s degree in occupational therapy. Some-
day she hopes to study abroad. One of her lifetime 
goals is to ride an elephant and/or a camel in the 
wild and to go skydiving.

Comment: “I would not be who I am today if it 

weren’t for the love and support of my family, all 
my friends and God’s blessings.” 

Advice: Never take the small things in life for granted 
because sometimes one simple thing appreciated 
for just one moment could be something precious 
remembered for a lifetime.

Joshua	D.	Deininger

Parents: Dan and Val Deininger
Congregation: Whitehall, Montana

High School Accomplishments: Joshua participated 
in honors math and science, orchestra, choir, Chess 
Club and Ultimate Frisbee.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Dancing is 
Joshua’s passion. He has been the male lead in all the 
ballet productions he has been in since he started.

Plans After Graduation: Joshua plans to earn a B.F.A. 
in dance from Southern Methodist University, buy 
a motorcycle and “love my life.”

Joshua	Max	Dye

Parents: Bill and Kay Dye
Congregation: Red Bluff, California

High School Accomplishments: Josh received a diplo-
ma from American Christian Academy with Certif-
icate of Excellence and Achievement in Computer 
Applications Management.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Josh’s hob-
bies include membership in the Mount Shasta 
Chess Club and Ethical Hacking (developing 
computer applications). He has a high degree of 
interest in computer graphics and design. Living 
in Mount Shasta, which is an hour and a half from 
church and most of the brethren, limits his church 
activities generally to Sabbaths.

Plans After Graduation: Josh has begun an internship 
at Siskiyou Technology Consultants of Mount Shas-
ta and plans to attend College of the Siskiyous this 
fall to continue his computer science education.

Motto: A handful of sense is worth a bushel of learn-
ing.  

Aim: Think like a person of action; act like a person 
of thought.  

Favorite Scripture: Psalm 103

Rachel	Egedus

Parents: Gus and Elizabeth Egedus

Congregation: Chicago, Illinois
High School Accomplishments: Rachel was involved 

in choir for four years and made the acapella choir 
senior year. She has acted in the musicals Thor-
oughly Modern Millie, Crazy for You and Seussical, 
and the Shakespearean Society’s play Rosencrantz 
and Guildenstern Are Dead. She has been a part of 
two madrigal dinners as a queen singer and actor.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Rachel has 
been involved in her congregation’s choir for about 
two years. She loves singing and giving glory to 
God. She enjoys playing volleyball, although she 
says she’s not very good at sports. She is planning 
to assist at preteen camp again this year and hopes 
to be more involved in camps next year.

Plans After Graduation: Rachel hopes to attend ABC 
this January, and would later like to pursue a career 
in radiology.

Favorite Scriptures: Proverbs 3:5-6 and Psalm 
119:105.

Advice: Keep strong in God’s promise and keep your 
faith in Him. It’s really hard to do with the pressures 
of the world pushing down on you during high 
school, but it will continue throughout your life, so 
keep Him close and remember that sometimes you 
need to let go and let God take over.

Lacie	Lacole	Feiock	

Parents: Brent and Kristine Feiock
Congregation: Cambridge, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Lacie graduated from 

high school with a 4.0 GPA.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Lacie loves 

playing the piano and singing. For many years she 
has performed the national anthem at local sporting 

events, as well as for a professional hockey league. 
She also plays piano and sings special music in her 
local church area, and also in several surrounding 
UCG congregations. Lacie also likes aerobics and 
dance, hunting with her dad, riding her four-wheel-
er, taking walks and cooking. She is hoping to be a 
wife and a mother someday.

Plans After Graduation: Lacie plans on furthering her 
education in music, and possibly physiology. She is 
currently doing an internship at a dance studio.

Motto: Try to see the positive or humorous side of 
everything that happens.

One of Her Favorite Scriptures: “With God all things 
are possible” (Matthew 19:26).

Leah	Ferrier
Parents: Bill and Kelli Ferrier
Congregation: Northern Arizona
High School Accomplishments: Leah earned a 4.0 

GPA, was valedictorian of her class, exceeded in all 
AIMS testing and won first place for photography 

in the school art show.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Leah’s hob-

bies are dance and photography. She likes to travel 
and learn about other cultures.

Plans After Graduation: Leah plans to attend Yavapai 
Community College for two years, then take a year 
off to travel and join the United Youth Corps before 
attending ABC. She then plans to finish her degree 
at a university (still undecided).

Favorite Scripture: “For God has not given us a spirit 
of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).

Zachary	Miles	Harper

Parents: Craig and Ali Harper
Congregation: Marietta, Ohio/Parkersburg, West 

Virginia
High School Accomplishments: Zach’s accomplish-

ments include being on the Honor Roll, being a 
state finalist in social studies, receiving the Mayor’s 
Award for Art and Design (two times) and being 
on the Student Council. He was cohost/host of a 
school television program, and his artwork was 
displayed in the school paper and in the school’s 
county magazine. He played basketball, football 
and percussion in the band.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Zach enjoys 
going to Camp Woodmen. When he was younger, 
he attended Camp Buckeye as a camper and then 
as a youth helper. Presently he works at the YMCA 
as a lifeguard and a swimming instructor. He took 
swimming lessons through the Red Cross and later 
helped to teach swimming lessons. At Church he 
helps with anything that needs to be done. He has 
helped on work parties such as fixing gas lines 
and cutting firewood for the brethren. The pastor 
assigned him to give a sermonette on Youth Day in 
Morgantown. The teens have served food at vari-
ous Church suppers. He really likes playing and 
watching football. He also likes to sketch, draw 
and paint. His family hosts an ox roast/whitewater 
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rafting weekend on their farm each summer. Zach 
enjoys putting on a fireworks show on Saturday 
evening.

Plans After Graduation: Zach’s plans are to continue 
working at the YMCA and then attend the camp 
in Australia this coming December.  After that he 
plans to attend Miami University in Oxford, Ohio, 
to study architecture. 

Melody	May	Hausmann

Parents: Richard and Lillian Hausmann
Congregation: Northern Arizona
High School Accomplishments: Melody was an early 

graduate.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Melody 

loves cooking, dancing and hiking. Her deepest 
passion is for writing.

Plans After Graduation: Melody has already gradu-
ated from John Casablanca’s Modeling and Acting 
Career Center. In the fall she will start massage 
therapy school.

Motto: Actions speak louder than words!
Favorite Quote: “Do not go where the path may lead 

you… Go instead where there is no path and leave 
a trail”—Ralph Waldo Emerson.

Angela	Helseth

Parents: David and Rosetta Helseth
Congregation: Sioux Falls, South Dakota
High School Accomplishments: Angela was a mem-

ber of the National Honor Society, was listed on 
the “A” Honor Roll and graduated with honors. 
She received the President’s Award for Academic 
Excellence and the Instrumentalist Merit Award 
and was a Regent Scholar.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Angela 
helped teach Sabbath school at services. She enjoys 
reading, being outside, camping, hiking, biking, 
dancing, playing saxophone and guitar, scrapbook-
ing, traveling and kids.

Plans After Graduation: Angela plans to attend the 
University of South Dakota to major in elementary 
education and Spanish. She also plans to travel and 
attend ABC.

Favorite Quote: “The man is a success who has 
lived well, laughed often, and loved much; who 
has gained the respect of intelligent men and the 

love of little children”—Mrs. A.J. Stanley.
Favorite Scriptures: “Don’t let anyone think less of 

you because you are young. Be an example to all 
believers in what you say, in the way you live, in 
your love, your faith, and your purity” (1 Timothy 
4:12, New Living Translation).

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on 
your own understanding; in all your ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He will direct your paths” (Proverbs 
3:4-6).

Lacee	Hilgen

Parents: Greg and Randi Hilgen
Congregation: Garden Grove, California
High School Accomplishments: Lacee ran cross 

country and track all four years of high school. Her 
sophomore year she received the Coach’s Award 
in cross country. Her senior year in cross country 
she received the Senior Excellence Award, was All 
League, qualified for CIF and was cocaptain of the 
team, which was Empire League Team Champs. 
Her senior year in track she was Empire League 
Champion in the 800 meters, qualified for CIF 
in 800 meters and her team was Empire League 
Team Champs. She also received a certificate of 
achievement, “Careers With Children: Preschool 
Assistant.”

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Lacee enjoys 
running, reading, listening to music and hanging 
out with friends.

Plans After Graduation: Lacee plans to go to Cypress 
College for two years, then transfer to Cal State Ful-
lerton to get a teaching degree.

Favorite Scripture: Hebrews 12:1-2

Faith	Rebekah	Hutto

Parents: Ron and Sheri Hutto
Congregation: Houston South, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Faith graduated this 

year magna cum laude from Stafford High School, 
graduating 12th in a class of 193 students—in the 
top 8 percent of her class. She was mostly enrolled 
in Advanced Placement and honors courses where 
she compiled a cumulative GPA of 96.5 or 3.7 on 
a 4.0 scale. She won several awards, including 
the Spartan award (for holding the highest aver-
age for five semesters in career and technology). 
She was also a member of the Spanish National 
Honor Society. Faith was an active participant in 
DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America), 
a business-marketing club that strives to educate its 
members about business and marketing strategies 
and decisions, the Spanish Club and Family Career 
and Community Leaders of America (FCCLA). In 
DECA, she competed in the individual series event 
Restaurant & Food Service Management. Faith 
won at the district and state level and competed at 
the international level. She also participated in a 
one-act play titled A Young Lady of Property. Faith 
has been working at Chili’s in order to maintain her 
place in the Family, Career and Consumer Science 
Career Prep Program.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Faith 
attended several different Church summer camps, 

including Pinecrest, Woodmen and Carter. She 
was an avid participant in her local teen Church 

activities, including teen Bible studies, volleyball 
and basketball games. She also performed several 
times in different locations singing vocal solos for 
special music. 

Plans After Graduation: Faith plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Houston main campus in the fall, where 
she will major in psychology while obtaining 
enough English credits to be a high school English 
teacher.

Favorite Scripture: “Now faith is the substance of 
things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen” 
(Hebrews 11:1).

Favorite Quotes: “Be the change you wish to see in 
the world” and “Learn from others’ mistakes; you 
can’t live long enough to make them all yourself.”

Daniel	E.	Kidder

Parents: Emerson O. and Doris V. Kidder
Congregation: Fort Myers, Florida
High School Accomplishments: Daniel participated in 

National Honor Society, the track team (two years) 
and the swim team (four years; County Champion-
ship, three years). On the swim team he was cap-
tain his senior year and received an All American 
Academic Award from the National Interscholastic 
Swimming Coaches Association. He also received 
a Florida Bright Futures Scholarship, a Quest For 
Kids Scholarship and a Shores Club Community 
Scholarship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Daniel 
has helped set up and run the sound system at 
church and has attended the summer camp at 
Woodmen, Alabama, for several years. His hob-
bies and interests include swimming and being a 

lifeguard at the Y.M.C.A. and most sports, espe-
cially basketball. As a Boy Scout he attended the 
2005 International Jamboree in Scotland; and in 
2002 the Great Tier Canoe Trip along the U.S./
Canada border.

Plans After Graduation: Daniel plans to attend the 
University of Central Florida (UCF),  starting with 
the summer 2007 semester.

Favorite Scripture: “Judge not, that you be not judged” 
(Matthew 7:1).

Motto: Live life to the fullest!
Advice: Keep your focus on the goal. Don’t give up!

Bonnie	Elizabeth	Kirkpatrick
Parents: Tom and Sarah Kirkpatrick
Congregation: Cincinnati East, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Bonnie completed 

a year of college in her senior year through the 
post-secondary program, and received a medal 
for having a high GPA. She received the Clermont 
Scholar Award, which is the University of Cincin-
nati–Clermont’s top scholarship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Bonnie 
enjoys listening to music, reading, traveling, learn-
ing foreign languages, baking, bookmaking and 
various other creative endeavors.

Plans After Graduation: Bonnie plans to attend the 
University of Cincinnati–Clermont to get an asso-
ciate’s degree in pre-business administration before 
continuing on to the main University of Cincinnati 

campus to get a bachelor’s in entrepreneurship with 
a minor in French.

Advice: Try those things in life that you think you can’t 
do; you will more than likely find that you will suc-
ceed at them.

Michelle	Kmodras

Parents: Richard and Jana Kmodras
Congregation: Vancouver, British Columbia
High School Accomplishments: Michelle received 

several awards during her high school years, includ-
ing: English 9 Award, Service Award, Exemplary 
Work Habits Award, Tutoring Award, Outstanding 
Junior P.E. Award and Spanish 12 Award. She also 
maintained a straight-A record throughout her grade 
12 year, with a 92 percent average.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Michelle has 
enjoyed going to UCG camps since the age of 9. 
She manages the sound system in her congrega-
tion, as well as the Sabbath school program, and 
occasionally performs special music. Her hobbies 
include studying the Bible, spending time with Vic-
tor, running, working out, playing the piano, writing 
music and text, making art, tutoring and animals.

Plans After Graduation: Michelle is moving to Flori-
da in July to be wed to Victor Cabrera, and plans to 
attend ABC in 2008. The following semester, she 
plans to major in either French, Spanish or English 
to fulfill her passion of being a teacher.

Favorite Scripture: “Therefore I am content with 
weaknesses, insults, hardships, precautions, and 
calamities for the sake of Christ; for whenever I am 
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weak, then I am strong” (2 Corinthians 12:10, New 
American Bible).

Favorite Quote: “I touch the future. I teach.”

Liz	Kudirka

Parents: Joseph and Berta Kudirka
Congregation: Queens, New York
High School Accomplishments: Liz is a member of 

the National Honor Society and the Spanish Honor 
Society and was listed on the High Honor Roll and 
the High School Wall of Fame for varsity basketball 
and volleyball. She received a full scholarship to 
Monmouth University for Division I Basketball.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Liz attend-
ed Camp Heritage 2006 and the Louisville Fam-
ily Weekend. She loves to play all kinds of sports, 
especially basketball, volleyball and swimming, 
and has been playing piano for 12 years. 

Plans After Graduation: Liz plans to attend Mon-
mouth University and major in marine biology.

Favorite Scriptures: “No temptation has seized you 
except what is common to man. And God is faith-
ful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you 
can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also 
provide a way out so that you can stand up under it” 
(1 Corinthians 10:13, New International Version).

“The Lord is with me; I will not be afraid. What can 
man do to me?” (Psalm 118:6, NIV).

“Dear brothers and sisters, whenever trouble comes 
your way, let it be an opportunity for joy. For when 
your faith is tested, your endurance has a chance 
to grow. So let it grow, for when your endurance 
is fully developed, you will be strong in character 
and ready for anything” (James 1:2-4, New Living 
Translation).

Favorite Quotes: “When the power of love over-
comes the love of power, the world will know 
peace”—Jimi Hendrix.

“Life is not about waiting for the storm to pass, it’s 
about learning to dance in the rain.”

“When your life flashes before your eyes, make sure 
you have plenty to look at”—Unknown.

“It’s not who I am underneath, but what I do that 
defines me”—Batman.

Erica	Lake

Parents: Mike and Jodie Enochs and Gary Lake
Congregation: Columbia, Missouri

High School Accomplishments: Many of Erica’s 
pieces of artwork have won first and second place 
in local art shows. One of her most recent was a 
mixed media piece that earned her the Best in Show 
award and a $2,000 scholarship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: In addition 
to art, Erica’s hobbies include photography, music 
and movies.

Plans After Graduation: Erica plans to attend John 
Wood Community College this fall. She would 
like to pursue her passion for the arts.

Jared	Brook	La	Ravia

Parents: Glen and Molly La Ravia
Congregation: Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jared partici-

pates in teen Bible studies at church. His hobbies 
and interests include flag football, watching pro-
fessional wrestling, playing dodge ball, badminton 
and drag racing (sometimes). He is a lifeguard in 
Wisconsin Dells.

Plans After Graduation: Jared’s plans consist of 
attending MATC in Madison, Wisconsin, for visu-
al communications, then pursuing his dream in the 
world of professional wrestling.

Favorite Quote: “Live for the moment”—Jeff Hardy.
Favorite Scripture: Isaiah 55:7
Motto: Destiny is conquered only if failure is not an 

option.
Advice: Don’t wait for it, go for your dreams.

Rachel	A.	Loucks

Parents: Ken and Rebecca Loucks
Congregation: Portland, Oregon
High School Accomplishments: Rachel enjoyed 

learning sign language and tutoring first and second 
grade students in reading.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Rachel 
assisted in the Sabbath school program, performed 

sign language interpretation for various Church 
activities, participated in the youth program, attend-
ed United Youth Camps and enjoyed serving as a 
counselor for the preteen camp program.

Plans After Graduation: Rachel loves working with 
children and hopes to become an elementary school 
teacher.

Favorite Scripture: “Every word of God is pure; He is 

a shield to those who put their trust in Him” (Prov-
erbs 30:5).

Favorite Quote: “If you think you can or you think you 
can’t, either way, you’re right!”—Gerald Ford.

Cory	William	Mabry

Parents: William and Robin Beech and John Mabry
Congregation: Nashville, Tennessee

High School Accomplishments: Cory graduated with 
all honors, receiving the Ravenwood High Honors 
Diploma, Williamson County Honors Diploma 
and Tennessee Honors Diploma. Cory was a 
member of the DECA Club, Culinary Arts Club 
and served in the Freshman Mentoring Program 
(FMP). The FMPs were trained during the sum-
mer and assigned freshman to mentor during the 
school year to help make their transition into high 
school an easy one.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Cory enjoys 
playing the piano and guitar, running, swimming 
and dancing. He plays special music at church, 
plays for weddings and accompanies singers. He 
teaches piano lessons weekly and also works at The 
Music & Arts Store.

Plans After Graduation: Cory plans to travel to Belize 
and Guatemala to explore the Mayan Ruins, attend 
Camp Woodmen, go to the beach and work as 
many hours as possible before starting school in the 
fall. He will attend Belmont University in Nashville 
and major in entertainment industry studies.

Favorite Scripture: “Therefore do not worry about 
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own 
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” 
(Matthew 6:34).

Jimmy	Ray	Martin

Parents: Raymond E. and Francine Martin
Congregation: Ruston, Louisiana
High School Accomplishments: Jimmy graduated 

with a 3.75 GPA, was a member of the golf team, 
was honored at the National Scholars Banquet, 
was a Regents Scholar and received a Tops Schol-
arship.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jimmy 
shares his harmonica in special music and tries to 
serve the brethren in any way needed. His hobbies 
include paintball, playing the harmonica, guitar and 
golf.

Plans After Graduation: Jimmy plans to attend 
Ambassador Bible Center in 2008 and attend Loui-
siana Tech University in the fall of 2008. He plans 
to become a petroleum engineer with a minor in 
wildlife biology.

Favorite Quote: Man without God is nothing, but 
God without man is still God.

Favorite Scriptures: Proverbs 18:24; 17:28; Ecclesi-
astes 9:18

Motto: “Paintball is not a sport… It’s a way of life!”
Advice: Don’t let your possessions come to own you. 

Always keep God first in your life.

Fiona	Nadège	Meeker

Parents: Joel and Marjolaine Meeker
Congregation: Cincinnati East, Ohio

High School Accomplishments: Fiona graduated two 
years early. She took two AP classes her senior year 
and also managed to skip second-year Spanish, 
completing the work over the summer and mov-
ing from first year to third. She also speaks French 
fluently.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Fiona is cur-
rently working on her black belt in tae kwon do. She 
likes to read, play piano and bake as well. She is 
also a certified scuba diver and enjoy diving sites all 
over the world. She loves traveling and discovering 
foreign cultures.

Plans After Graduation: In July Fiona is traveling 
to Chile where she will live for six months with a 
Church family. She will be going to the high school 
to become fluent in Spanish. She will be going to 
college in the 2008-09 year to prepare for some sort 
of foreign service work.

Advice: Never be afraid to try something new.

Megan	Mickelson

Parents: Mark and Michelle Mickelson
Congregation: Spokane, Washington/Coeur d’Alene, 

Idaho

High School Accomplishments: Megan graduated 
with a high school diploma and an associate of arts 
degree from Spokane Falls Community College, 
through the Running Start Program. She belonged 
to the Honor Society both in high school and col-
lege. She has participated in 4-H since fourth grade 
in the horse division.
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Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Megan has 
participated in special music both in the local con-
gregation and at Festival sites, singing vocal solos 
and duets. She also assists in the children’s Sabbath 
school program. She has attended Camp McKen-
zie and the Teton Challenger Camp. Her hobbies/
interests are: Horses, horses, horses! The main areas 
she competes in are jumping and gaming.

Plans After Graduation: Megan plans to attend Colo-
rado State University in Fort Collins, Colorado, 
pursuing a degree in equine science/animal nutri-
tion.

Favorite Scripture: “A man’s heart plans his way, but 
the Lord directs his steps” (Proverbs 16:9).

Jesse	Montoya

Parents: David Nichols and Dodie Montoya/Nichols 
(grandson of Arthur Montoya)

Congregation: Redlands, California
High School Accomplishments: Jesse kept a 3.0 GPA. 
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jesse says 

he is just a normal teen who likes to hang out with 
friends. He has a big addiction to computers and 
electronics and likes to learn about building and 
taking things apart.

Plans After Graduation: Jesse plans on going to the 
community college for two years then to University 
of California Riverside for premed.

Laura	Niccum

Parents: Jeff and Sara Niccum
Congregation: Spokane, Washington/Coeur d’Alene, 

Idaho

High School Accomplishments: Laura completed 1½ 
years of college during her junior and senior years.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Laura likes 
to play softball and enjoys traveling.

Plans After Graduation: Laura plans on attending col-
lege to become a dental hygenist.

Motto: The future is not just something that happens 
to us, it is something we make happen.

Krystal	Noggle

Parents: David and Rita Noggle
Congregation: Little Rock, Arkansas
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Krystal 

loves playing basketball and listening to music. Her 

favorite type of music is rock and techno. She loves 
the outdoors and believes mud and four-wheelers 
are a great combination. She loves hanging out with 
friends, reading the Bible and playing with her cat, 
Chief Jumping Jerky.

Plans After Graduation: Krystal has a full scholar-
ship to attend Arkansas State University–Beebe. 
She plans on taking a two-year veterinary techni-
cian program.

Philosophy of Life: You have one chance to make mis-
takes. Have no regrets. Have fun because you never 
know which day will be your last.

Favorite Quote: “Smile. It makes people wonder 
what you’ve been up to.”

Ariel	Olson

Parents: Keith and Victoria Olson
Congregation: Seattle, Washington

High School Accomplishments: During Ariel’s high 
school career, she has been on the varsity golf team, 
as well as the varsity track and field team. She has 
also had the opportunity to be the sports editor, high 
school editor and co-editor-in-chief of her school 
yearbook. In theater, she has participated in a musi-
cal as an actress. She has also been a member of 
many of the school bands. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Ariel enjoys 
reading historical fiction, studying art, singing, rock 
climbing, hiking, traveling and being with friends. 
At church, she participates in the local youth group 
activities and the choir. She has also assisted in Sab-
bath school.

Plans After Graduation: Ariel plans to attend Chap-
man University where she will major in art history 
and education.

Favorite Scripture: “Let no one despise your youth, 
but be an example to the believers in word, in con-
duct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 
4:12).

Andrea	K.	Pacelli

Parents: Anthony and Jane Pacelli
Congregation: West Lafayette, Indiana

High School Accomplishments: Andrea’s achieve-
ments include being yearbook editor her junior 
and senior year, president of Sunshine Society, 
president of SADD and a member of National 

Honor Society, Keyettes, Student Council and Art 
Club. She was on the A Honor Roll all four years 
and received an Honors Diploma and a Scholastic 
Silver Key for her photography.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: At church 
Andrea has been a lead teacher in the Sabbath 
school program that she created with her sister and 
close friend. Her interests include art, photography, 
cooking, music, playing guitar, reading and spend-
ing time with family and friends.

Plans After Graduation: Andrea will be attending 
Purdue University in the fall to major in graphic 
design.

Favorite Scripture: “Let no one despise your youth, 
but be an example to the believers in word, in con-
duct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity” (1 Timothy 
4:12).

Favorite Quote: “For beautiful eyes, look for good in 
others; for beautiful lips, speak only words of kind-
ness; and for poise, walk with the knowledge that 
you are never alone”—Audrey Hepburn.

Gordon	David	Pennington

Parents: David and Rita Pennington
Congregation: Louisville, Kentucky
High School Accomplishments: Gordon graduated 

in the top 10 percent of his class, was mentioned 
in Who’s Who Among American High School Stu-
dents and was awarded Indiana Senate Certificate 
of Achievement. He served as class president, was a 
member of the National Honor Society, was on the 
honor roll, played freshman basketball and varsity 
tennis for three years and received the Sportsman 

Award for tennis.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Gordon 

enjoys playing tennis, basketball, volleyball, work-
ing out, making documentaries (Fun With Food and 
Corydon’s Mysteries), hanging out with friends. He 
is a big Star Wars fan as well as The Office fan. Gor-
don has attended Camp Woodmen several years 
and was an assistant counselor at Camp Buckeye 
preteen camp. He also volunteers and works sound 
at church.

Plans After Graduation: This summer, Gordon is 
working in car detail at his grandparents’ dealer-
ship, then he will be traveling to Italy and Greece. 
He will attend ABC in 2008, then go to Indiana 
University.

Favorite Quote: “Do or do not. There is no try.”

Olivia	Monique	Pettigrew

Parents: Kevin and Pamela Pettigrew
Congregation: Charlotte, North Carolina
High School Accomplishments: Olivia graduated 

with high honors. Throughout high school she was 
a member of the National Honor Society, Span-
ish National Honor Society, Leadership Council, 
Junior Civitans and yearbook. She also started 
community service projects at her school.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: In addition 
to school and sports, Olivia enjoys playing piano, 
swimming, shopping and just hanging out and 
having fun with her friends. She loves going to 
the numerous church functions as well as staying 

active in her local congregation.
Plans After Graduation: Olivia plans to enjoy the 

summer as much as she can before going to the 
University of North Carolina at Greensboro to 
pursue a communications and international studies 
degree.

Advice: Laugh often—you’ll live longer and enjoy the 
ride more. Also, eat candy—it tastes good!

Jennifer	Przeslawski

Parents: Luke and Julie Przeslawski
Congregation: St. Paul, Minnesota
High School Accomplishments: Jennifer maintained a 

3.5 GPA. Her favorite activities included choir and 
cheerleading.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jennifer 
is enthusiastic about attending Winter Camp and 
summer camps. She also enjoys singing special 
music.

Plans After Graduation: Jennifer received an academ-
ic and music scholarship from Concordia Univer-
sity and plans to study music and physical therapy.

Favorite Scripture: “By this all will know that you 

are My disciples, if you have love for one another” 
(John 13:35).

Emily	Quant

Parents: Skip and Michelle Quant
Congregation: Fort Worth, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Emily’s accomplish-

ments include: DAP (Distinguished Achievement 
Plan) Graduate, Baylor University President’s 
Merit Scholarship, Burleson High School National 
Honor Society Scholarship, President’s Education 
Award, Trustee Award, UIL (University Interscho-
lastic League) Award and Girl Scouts Silver Award. 
She served as vice president of National Honor 
Society, president of SADD (Students Against 
Destructive Decisions) Club and participated in 
varsity volleyball and youth orchestra.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Emily is a 
graduate of Teen Spokesman Club, plays violin in 
the Church ensemble, plays Church volleyball and 
basketball and has attended Pinecrest, Oakhurst, 
Carter, Davidson and Woodmen summer camps. 
She has volunteered for the United Youth Corps 
project in Ghana. Her hobbies include collecting 
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old records and vintage clothing, thrift store shop-
ping, organizing activities with her friends, and all 
sports activities, including playing racquetball with 
an 80-year-old opponent. 

Plans After Graduation: Emily plans to attend Bay-
lor University, majoring in communications. She 
hopes to study abroad, travel and possibly teach in 
a developing country.

Favorite Scripture: “And do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renewing of your 
mind” (Romans 12:2).

Josh	Rich

Parents: Daniel and Jeanette Rich
Congregation: Raleigh, North Carolina
High School Accomplishments: Josh broke some 

weightlifting records.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Josh likes 

hanging out with friends from church, weight lift-
ing and working on his car.

Plans After Graduation: Josh plans to go to a com-
munity college and  transfer to a university.

Favorite Quote: “Take it easy.”
Advice: Hold firm in the truth.

Ryan	Rodriguez

Parents: William and Kelly Rodriguez
Congregation: Corpus Christi, Texas 
High School Accomplishments: Ryan was on the 

Calallen High School basketball team. 
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: The high-

light of Ryan’s Church activities has been attending 
summer camps, especially the Teton Challenger 

Camp. He plans to attend camp again this year. He 
attends the winter family weekends in Kentucky. 
He has also led songs in church.

Plans After Graduation: Ryan plans to attend Del Mar 
Junior College in Corpus Christi. He has a part-time 
job with State Farm Insurance to help with college 
bills.

Jeff	Roso

Parents: Lisa Cooper and Daniel Cooper
Congregation: Oakland, California
High School Accomplishments: Jeff was a columnist 

for his school newspaper.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jeff’s hob-

bies include martial arts, browsing the Internet and 
hanging out with friends.

Plans After Graduation: Jeff has planned a road trip 
and then will enroll in Diablo Valley College.

Favorite Scripture: “While we look not at the things 
which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: 
for the things which are seen are temporal; but the 

things which are not seen are eternal” (2 Corinthi-
ans 4:18, King James Version).

Benjamin	A.	Rupp

Parents: Dan and Tina Rupp
Congregation: Youngstown, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Ben has been home-

schooled for the last 11 years. He is graduating 
with 28 college credits completed, and he has 
been involved with German Club, volleyball and 
Speech/Debate Club. 

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Ben is cur-
rently working to achieve his private pilot’s license 
and is a member of the Experimental Aircraft 
Association and Civil Air Patrol. He has volun-
teered over 1,000 hours at the Air Heritage Aircraft 
Restoration Museum as an airplane mechanic and 
is also restoring a 1950 Chevy pickup truck. Ben 
has been a member of the Northeast Ohio Speech 
Club, serving as sergeant at arms. He serves in 
the local congregation on the sound system and 

has also served as an assistant camp counselor at 
Camp Buckeye preteen camp for four years. He has 
attended Pinecrest, Heritage, Teton Challenger and 
Winter Camp. At the Feast, he has served in usher-
ing, Festival Youth Instruction and parking.

Plans After Graduation: Ben plans to continue at 
the local community college for one more year 
and then transfer into Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University in Prescott, Arizona, where he plans to 
major in aerospace engineering.

Naomi	Shoemaker

Parents: Kenneth and Darlene Shoemaker
Congregation: Portsmouth, Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Naomi served on Stu-

dent Council and was a member of the National 
Honor Society and was listed on the National Hon-
or Roll. She was active in basketball, volleyball, 
drama, soccer and cheerleading.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: At church, 
Naomi was involved in the Secret Pal program, 
choir and helped with activities.

Plans After Graduation: Naomi received her associ-

ate’s degree at the same time she graduated from 
high school. She plans to continue her college 
career by majoring in history and hopes to go to 
ABC in 2008.

Sarah-Beth	Shoemaker

Parents: Kenneth and Darlene Shoemaker
Congregation: Portsmouth Ohio
High School Accomplishments: Sarah-Beth was a 

member of National Honor Society, was on the 
National Honor Roll and was listed in Who’s Who 
of American High School Students.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Sarah-Beth’s 

Church activities include choir, special music and 
serving at Senior Citizens’ activities. Her interests 
include reading, watching movies, spending time 
with friends and family and traveling.

Plans After Graduation: Sarah-Beth’s plans are to go 
to college at Shawnee State University.

Favorite Scripture: “He has made everything beautiful 
in its time. Also He has put eternity in their hearts, 
except that no one can find out the work that God 
does from beginning to end” (Eccleciastes 3:11).

Jesse	Sloan

Parents: William and Connie Sloan
Congregation: Grand Junction, Colorado
High School Accomplishments: Jesse’s accomplish-

ments include baseball (team captain and best 
defensive player, senior year), basketball, football, 
band, Sterling Scholar, choir and Executive Coun-
cil (activities chairman).

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Jesse has 
served in the UCG Festival Choir as well as the tech 
crew. His interests include guitar and other music, 
playing sports and watching professional sports. He 
really enjoys playing his acoustic guitar. His favor-
ite sports teams are the Utah Jazz (NBA), Denver 
Broncos (NFL) and Cleveland Indians (MLB).

Plans After Graduation: Jesse is currently preparing 
for college. He plans on attending the College of 
Eastern Utah where he will study journalism and 
outdoor recreation.  

Favorite Quote: “It ain’t over ’til it’s over.”
Favorite Scripture: “They shall not hurt nor destroy in 

all My holy mountain, for the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the 
sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

Motto: “Play like there’s no tomorrow.”

Annie	Sarah	F.	Squibb

Parents: David and Florence Squibb
Congregation: St. John’s, Newfoundland
High School Accomplishments: Annie was an Hon-

our Roll student and was voted most spirited on the 
track and field team for 2007. She also helped cre-
ate and organize the school yearbook.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Annie 
attended Camp Heritage for two years and has sung 
in the Feast choir for the past four years. She helps 
her father set up the sound system each Sabbath and 
then runs it while he leads songs. She is also looking 
forward to her last year as a camper, and then hopes 
to be a counselor at camp.

Plans After Graduation: She plans to go to Memo-
rial University of Newfoundland or College of the 
North Atlantic to pursue a future in the medical 
field.

Motto: Don’t do it if it hurts.
Favorite Scriptures: Proverbs 6:16-19; Galatians 

5:22-23

Amber	Jennie	Teel

Grandparents: Dwight and Dolores Teel
Congregation: Stockton, California
High School Accomplishments: Amber maintained a 

GPA of 4.0 and above all four years, and received 
the Principal Honors Award all four years. She let-
tered in volleyball and swimming. She was active 
in CSF and Key Club all four years.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: For four 
years Amber has been team captain of a Relay for 
Life team to help fight cancer. She enjoys spending 
time with family and friends.

Plans After Graduation: Amber plans to attend the 
University of California, Irvine, to pursue at least a 
master’s in psychology and social behavior.

Favorite Scripture: “Blessed is the man who 
perseveres under trial, because when he has 
stood the test, he will receive the crown of life 
that God has promised to those who love him” 
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(James 1:12, New International Version).
Favorite Quote: “I love the man [woman] that can 

smile at trouble; that can gather strength from dis-
tress; and grow brave by reflection”—Thomas 
Paine.

Personal Saying: Competition, challenge and change, 
with God on my side—just bring it!

Spencer	Thomas

Parents: Joel and Shelly Thomas
Congregation: Garden Grove, California
High School Accomplishments: Spencer’s high school 

hockey team was the state and national champion.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Surfing is 

one of Spencer’s hobbies.
Plans After Graduation: Spencer plans to attend San 

Diego State University.
Favorite Scripture: Romans 12:21.

Courtney	Michelle	Tobin

Parents: David and Mary Tobin
Congregation: Meadville, Pennsylvania
High School Accomplishments: Courtney was a 

member of National Honor Society and was on the 
Honor Roll all four years. She graduated magna 
cum laude. Her activities included wind ensemble, 
chorus, swim team and tennis. She also participated 
in intramural basketball, volleyball, flag football 
and bowling.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Courtney’s 
hobbies and interests include playing basketball, 

volleyball, going to the beach, running and having 
fun!

Plans After Graduation: Courtney plans to attend 
Penn State, Behrend, to major in plastics engineer-
ing.

Favorite Quote: “True strength is holding it together 
when everyone else is expecting you to fall apart.”

Allison	Michelle	Tucker

Parents: Robert and Debra Tucker
Congregation: Houston North, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Allison received 

Most Outstanding Achievement in the Business 
Computer Information Systems Class and was on 
the Honor Roll.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Allison has 
attended Camp Carter.

Plans After Graduation: Allison plans to attend Cy-
Fair Community College.

Motto: Live, laugh, love and be happy!

Colby	Alexander	Vaughn

Parents: Gregory and Dara Vaughn
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Colby is a home-

school graduate (one year early) and attended 
Mountainview College as a dual-credit student 
with 20 hours of college credit completed.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Colby par-
ticipates in the local church teen program, UCG 
basketball and volleyball sports program as well as 
teen summer camps. He has served as an officer in 

the Dallas Teen Speech Club and is currently work-
ing at a Cinemark theater.

Plans After Graduation: Colby plans to attend a uni-
versity close to home and eventually get baptized.

Felicia	Villaescusa

Parents: Steve and Margaret Villaescusa
Congregation: Raleigh, North Carolina
High School Accomplishments: Felicia has been a 

member of the National Honor Society and gradu-
ated with High Honors, NC Scholars and a GPA of 
4.0. In her spare time she enjoys playing the violin, 
singing and talking with friends. 

Plans After Graduation: Felicia plans on attending a 

local college in hopes of getting an associate’s 
degree in child development.

Advice: “Like my mom always says, ‘It’s not a com-
petition between you and your neighbor, it is a 
competition against yourself. Be the best person 
you can possibly be, without comparing yourself 
to others.’”

Luis	Mario	Villegas

Parents: Mario and Elena Villegas
Congregation: Dallas, Texas
High School Accomplishments: Luis graduated from 

Thomas Jefferson High School in Dallas.
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Luis partici-

pated in teen Bible studies and teen basketball. His 
hobbies include bike riding.

Plans After Graduation: Luis plans to go to com-
munity college to acquire the skills to become a 
plumber.

Favorite Scripture: Proverbs 14:12
Advice: Do what you gotta do!

Brittany	Whynaucht

Parents: Mark and Cheryl Whynaucht
Congregation: Colorado Springs, Colorado
High School Accomplishments: Brittany participated 

in concert band for three years and wind ensemble 
for one year. Her most memorable event in high 
school was when the wind ensemble was invited to 
play at Carnegie Hall in New York City.

Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Brittany 
enjoys summer camps, Winter Camp, Louisville 

weekends and Church proms. She likes to snow 
ski, go boating with her friends and family and she 
loves to read.

Plans After Graduation: Brittany’s plans are to go to 
college for cosmetology and massage therapy.

Favorite Quote: “When one door of happiness clos-
es, another opens; but often we look so long at the 
closed door that we do not see the one which has 
opened for us”—Helen Keller.

Favorite Scripture: “And we know that all things 
work together for good to those who love God, to 
those who are the called according to His purpose” 
(Romans 8:28).

Rebekah	Willard

Parents: Dan and Fern Berendt
Congregation: Edmonton, Alberta
High School Accomplishments: Rebekah graduated 

grade 12 with honorable mention.
Plans After Graduation: Rebekah plans to attend the 

University of Alberta law program.
Favorite Scripture: “He who keeps you will not slum-

ber” (Psalm 121:3).

Anna	Lauren	Zimmerman

Parents: Wayne and Jan Zimmerman
Congregation: Louisville, Kentucky
Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests/etc.: Anna attend-

ed Camp Woodmen for four years. She loves to ride 
and train horses and hopes to have a career work-
ing with horses. She loves barrel racing. She loves 
spending time with her twin nieces.

Plans After Graduation: Anna plans on attending 
community college and then transferring to Mur-
ray State to study to become a veterinarian tech. She 
also plans to attend ABC.

Favorite Scripture: “Whatever things are true, what-
ever things are noble, whatever things are just, 
whatever things are pure, whatever things are love-
ly, whatever things are of good report, if there is any 
virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy—medi-
tate on these things” (Philippians 4:8).

Motto: Live, laugh, love.  

Advice: Just be happy and laugh as much as you can. 
Favorite Quote: “Cowboy, cowgirl, up!” That means 

when you fall off your horse, you’ve got to get up, 
shake it off and get back on.Brittany Whynaucht

Felicia Villaescusa

Rebekah Willard

Luis Mario Villegas

Allison Michelle Tucker

Courtney Michelle Tobin

Amber Jennie Teel

Spencer Thomas

Colby Alexander Vaughn

Anna Lauren Zimmerman
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Births
Sean and Kristin (Webber) Yarbrough of 

the Tampa, Florida, congregation are hap-
py to announce the birth of their daughter, 
Katherine Rose, on May 15, 2007. Katie 
was born at 3:44 p.m., weighed 7 pounds 2 
ounces and measured 18 inches long. She 
was warmly welcomed by grandparents 
Eugene and Diane Webber of LaGrange, 

Ohio, and Jim and Pam Yarbrough of Hill-
iard, Ohio.

Caleb Jorge Hooser surprised his par-
ents, Oliver and Clarissa (de Campos), by 

arriving two weeks early on the Last Day 
of Unleavened Bread, April 9, 2007. Caleb 
weighed 7 pounds 9 ounces and measured 
21 inches in length. Oliver and Clarissa are 
very thankful to God for the blessing of 
their first child.

Caleb is the first grandchild of over-
joyed grandparents Jorge and Kathy de 
Campos (Cincinnati, Ohio) and second 
grandchild of Randy and Tina Hooser 
(Fort Worth, Texas).

The happy family attends the Dallas, 
Texas, congregation.

Rusty and Maria Petty are thrilled to 
announce the safe arrival of their fourth 
child, Priscilla Maria, on May 24, 2007. 
She was 7 pounds 2 ounces and was 20 
inches long. She joins big brother, Rus-
sell, and big sisters, Christina and Angela. 
The Petty family lives in Waxhaw, North 

Carolina, and their local congregation is 
Charlotte, North Carolina.

Alan and Christina (Charles) Weaner of 
Akron, Ohio, are please to announce the 
birth of their third daughter, Lydia Ruth. 

Lydia arrived Jan. 12, 2007. She was 6 
pounds 12½ ounces and 19¼ inches long. 
Big sisters Kayla, 17, and Julia, 11, dearly 
love their sweet sister. Grandparents Dan-
iel and Jeanette Charles of Lititz, Pennsyl-
vania, and Richard and Connie Weaner of 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, are also pleased 
to welcome their newest grandchild.

Engagements
Fred and Sue Whitlark of the Fort 

Worth, Texas, congregation, are happy to 
announce the engagement of their daugh-

ter, Debbie, to Greg Baker, son of Howard 
and Sarah Baker of the East Texas congre-
gation. The couple is planning a Decem-
ber wedding.

Bart and Joan Bornhorst from Day-
ton, Ohio, and Hal and Linda Hender-
son from Cleveland, Ohio, are pleased 
to announce the engagement of their 
children Sarah Marie Bornhorst and 
Andrew John Henderson.

The couple met at the Gatlinburg, Ten-

nessee, Feast of 2002 and attended ABC 
2006 together. Sarah is working toward 

her degree in early childhood education 
and Andrew is finishing up his degree in 
diagnostic cardiac ultrasound. They are 
planning for a wedding in June 2008.

Weddings
Mr. and Mrs. Matthew Zollner and 

Mr. and Mrs. Collyer Wells are pleased to 
announce the marriage of their children, 
Carolynn Rose to David Jonathan. The 
wedding, officiated by Carolynn’s father, 
took place on March 11, 2007, in For-

est Park, St. Louis, Missouri. David and 
Carolynn currently reside in St. Louis and 
attend the Fairview Heights, Illinois, con-
gregation. David works as an accountant 
for the government, and Carolynn works 
as an engineer for Boeing.

Anniversaries
The East Texas congregation host-

ed an enjoyable reception in honor of 
Melton and Jacque McNeely’s 50th 
wedding anniversary after services on 
April 28, 2007. Guests enjoyed cake 
and punch, along with a wide variety 
of finger foods.

Melton married his best friend, 
Jacque Welch, 50 years ago on April 
6, 1957, in Abilene, Texas. Melton 
was Jacque’s first date at a football 
banquet, and the two lived just two 
blocks apart. 

Melton and Jacque moved to Farm-
ington, New Mexico, after their mar-

riage, and in May 1959 Melton clipped 
out and sent in an advertisement from 
Capper’s Farmer for The Plain Truth 
and United States and British Com-
monwealth in Prophecy. In September 
1959 they “happened” to hear Her-
bert W. Armstrong on the radio. They 

tuned in nightly to the World Tomor-
row broadcast on XELO and ordered 
any literature they heard about. Even 
though they had never attended a 
church service, they drove to Pasa-
dena, California, in March 1960 for 
counseling and were baptized in the 
Ambassador College Lower Gardens. 

In 1962 Melton, Jacque and their 
two children, Stephen and Deborah, 
moved to Pasadena, where Melton was 
accepted as a freshman to Ambassador 
College. Their third child, Pam, was 
born Melton’s senior year of college. 
He graduated in 1966. 

Melton served at the Church head-
quarters for 16 years in the business 
area until 1978, when the family moved 
to Dallas, Texas. He started a CPA 
firm, which he sold in 1981, and then 
the family moved to Big Sandy, Texas. 
Melton was the business manager of 
Ambassador College for 15 years until 
he left in 1995. He and Stephen now 
operate their CPA firm, McNeely and 
McNeely, which is located in down-
town Hawkins, Texas.

Melton and Jacque are blessed with 
their three children; daughter-in-law, 
Mary; son-in-law, Michael Machin; 
eight grandchildren; and two great-
grandchildren. 

On Sabbath, April 14, 2007, the 
Jefferson, Georgia, brethren were 
happy to share in the 60th anniversary 
celebration of Fred and Mary Sorg. 
The longtime Church members were 
married April 16, 1947, and Mr. Sorg 
serves as a deacon. They have three 
children, Carl Sorg, Ellen McCully 
(and husband Cliff) and Mike Sorg 
(and wife Ginger). They have five 
grandchildren. The McCully family 
served cake and coffee at the church 

potluck after services in honor of the 
Sorg’s 60th anniversary.

Obituaries
Larry Dueitt Jr., a deacon in the Corpus 

Christi, Texas, congregation, died Sunday, 
April 29, 2007. His funeral was held on 
May 3. 

Larry will be remembered for his 
kindness, willingness to serve and love 
for God’s way.  Many of the customers 
Larry helped in his auto repair business 
have expressed their appreciation for his 
thorough and kind service. Larry was 
deeply loved and will be greatly missed 
by his family and the members in Corpus 
Christi. 

He is survived by his wife, Laura; 
daughter, Shelby, age 10; and son, Garon, 
age 7. Other family members are his par-
ents, Larry and Evelyn Dueitt; his brother, 
Wade, and his wife, Judy, and children, 
Alex and Jonathan; his sister, Kelly 
Rodriguez, and her children, Ryan, Dina 
and Hannah.

Hazel Hutchinson died peacefully in 
her sleep on Feb. 17, 2007. With her pass-
ing, nearly 93 years of life and 30 years of 
converted service to the Father and Jesus 
Christ came to a close. She was born 
March 9, 1914.

Though housebound and unable to 
attend Sabbath services for some months 
prior to her death, she remained a vibrant 
part of the congregation. The spirit and 
energy that emanated from her frail and 
diminutive body left a lasting impression 
with us all. Those visiting with her needed 
to be prepared with the latest news of the 
work, and how prophetic scriptures were 
presently unfolding in the different areas 
of the world.

Just before she died, she told family and 
brethren, “I’m ready to go,” reflecting the 
trust she had in our Father to complete her 
destiny at the resurrection of the just.

She is survived by her husband of 72 
years, Hutch, and son, Jan. The family 

moved to the Kalispell, Montana, area 
35 years ago. All three were baptized in 
the late 1970s and have remained active 
members.

Joan Marilyn Duffield, a member of 
the Murfreesboro, Tennessee, congre-
gation, died on May 5, 2007. She was a 
native of Lamoille, Illinois. Joan married 
Wilbur (Duffy) Duffield on Nov. 25, 1949. 
She was baptized on Jan. 6, 1973, and was 
a faithful member. Joan and Duffy were 
famous for their annual wiener roast that 
was held after the Feast each year.  She 

Announcements
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Albuquerque 
Brethren Camp, 
Visit Remote 
Member

On June 1, 15 of the Albuquerque, 
New Mexico, brethren gathered in 

Reserve, New Mexico, for a weekend 
of camping fun. 

The site was chosen for its proxim-
ity to the home of longtime member 
Mattie Hobbs. At 94, Mattie is rarely 
able to enjoy fellowship with Church 
members, mostly because of her 
remote location. Many of the younger 
members of the Albuquerque congre-
gation had never met Mattie, so it was 
a very special treat.

Services were held at the nearby 

community center, where a potluck was 
organized for Mattie and two selections 
of special music were also sung. 

At the campsite, where we were 
able to enjoy Mattie for a few hours 
Saturday night, members roasted 
marshmallows, cooked hamburgers 
and sang hymns around the campfire. 
The weekend was a great success and 

a wonderful time for all 
who attended!

Nicole Gard

Raleigh 
Ladies Enjoy 
Tea

On May 12, 15 ladies 
from the Raleigh, North 
Carolina, congregation 

gathered at the home of Mrs. Nathan Wil-
liams for a ladies’ tea. The tea was kicked 
off with a delightful spread of sandwiches, 
macaroni salad, fruit and various desserts. 

Then the ladies took part in a person-
ality strengths and limitations survey. 
Each lady filled out her survey and was 
given a temperament profile and over-
view based on the results. In spite of 
much laughter and good-natured ribbing, 
everyone learned more about herself and 

others. Bible verses were included with 
the results to remind us that God knows 
each of us inside and out, and He places 
us where He pleases. 

After some final sharing of personal 
stories, everyone parted ways feeling a 
little closer to her spiritual sisters.

Jackie Peterson

Charlotte Holds 
Kite-Flying Event

More than 20 people, including five 
families with young children, met at Frank 
Liske Park in Cabarrus County, North 

Carolina, on Sunday, March 18, to enjoy 
kite flying and fellowship. The morning 
started out chilly but quickly warmed 
up, with a nice breeze by midafternoon. 
This allowed almost everyone to get a 
kite soaring up in the air.

Following the kite flying, all the 
children enjoyed the playground 
equipment nearby.

Ailsa Braun

East Texas 
Member Awarded

Ardith Weiss, a Church member from 
the East Texas congregation, was hon-
ored with a William R. Powell Achieve-
ment Award at the Texas Association of 
Developing Col-
leges conference 
held May 17 in 
Dallas, Texas. 
This award is in 
recognition of 
exemplary ser-
vice rendered in 
career planning 
and placement. 
She is director 
of Counseling and Career Services at 
Texas College in Tyler, Texas.

In addition, Ardith Weiss 
is coauthor, along with 
James Dube, of a recently 
published book, Secrets to 
Building a Successful Sales 
Career.

Sarah Baker

Member 
Receives Master’s

Judy Stafford graduated from George 
Fox University in Portland, Oregon, on 
April 27 with a master’s degree in fam-
ily and marriage therapy. She achieved 
a 4.0 grade point. She earned a second 
undergraduate degree in social and 
behavioral studies from George Fox in 
2004 and bachelor of arts from Ambas-
sador College in 1969. She also has a 

certification as a professional accoun-
tant from Trend colleges.

She attends both the Portland East 
and the Salem, Oregon, congregations. 
Her son, Lance, and his family attend the 
Spokane, Washington/Coeur d’Alene, 
Idaho, congregation, and her daughter, 
Erica, lives in the St. Helens area.

For her counseling internship, Judy 
Stafford worked with Washington Coun-
ty Corrections. She is now employed 
by the Center for Victim Services in 
Washington County, serving families, 
couples, children 
and self-referrals, 
as well as man-
dated offenders. 
She plans to open 
a private practice, 
volunteer in the 
prison system and 
possibly open a 
retreat for various 
modes of therapy.

She said her decision to pursue a 
higher degree could be summarized by 
George Eliot’s comment: “It is never 
too late to be what you might have 
been.”

Albuquerque campers with Mattie 
Hobbs, 94, seated in the center. 
Standing: Don Pippenger, Nancy 
Blackburn, Robert and Susie 
Velazquez, Jill and Jordan Abraham, 
Wayne Abraham, Kelly and Nicole 
Gard and Lauren Graham. Seated: 
Adrienne Greene, Susan Greene, 
Mattie Hobbs, Janet Dirickson and Eva 
Velazquez (photo by Wayne Abraham) 

Ardith Weiss

Raleigh, North Carolina, ladies gather 
for tea (photo by Jeanette Rich)

Local	Church	Updates:	If your 
congregation’s news and events are 
rarely covered in United News, why 
not check with your pastor and write 
something for him to send in? We’re 
looking for 100- to 300-word articles 
and photographs with captions. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope 
if you would like photos returned. 
Include the author’s and photogra-
pher’s names and your phone number. 
Please double-check the spelling of 
names. Please e-mail	(preferred)	or	
give	the	material	to	your	local	pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Children from Charlotte congregation 
enjoy kites (photos by Martin Braun)

Judy Stafford

also did the bulletin for the Murfreesboro 
congregation each week until she became 
unable to do it any longer. She and Duffy 
have been a very important part of the 
Murfreesboro congregation for many 
years, and she will be missed by family, 
friends and brethren.

 Joan is survived by her husband, Wil-
bur Duffield; sons, Bruce Duffield of 
League City, Texas, Thomas Duffield of 
Marseilles, Illinois, Neil Duffield of Cler-
mont, Florida, Tim Duffield of Antioch, 
Tennessee, and Daniel Duffield of Abing-
don, Virginia; daughters, Carol J. Van-
Pelt of Altadena, California, and Jackie 
Johnson of Hendersonville, Tennessee; 

plus one sister; 12 grandchildren; and one 
great-grandchild. Joan was a homemaker, 
an active member of the United Church of 
God and a beloved wife and mother.

Robert Torgeson, 70, of Braham, Min-
nesota, died April 27, 2007, at his home.

He was born July 30, 1936, in Min-
neapolis, Minnesota, to Oscar and Marie 
Torgeson. He was raised in New Brighton 
and graduated from Mounds View High 

School. In 1957 he married Janice Waller 
and they lived in Minneapolis for a short 
time and then moved to Chicago, where 
he was a commercial window cleaner. On 

May 9, 1970, he married Linda Daproza 
in Illinois. In 1973 they moved to Braham. 
He was self-employed with his sons as 
commercial window washers.

Mr. Torgeson loved his family and all 
of the family activities. He also enjoyed 
hobby farming and gardening. He was a 
charitable person and loved doing things 
for others. He was a member of the United 
Church of God. He fought a courageous 
battle with cancer for 2½ years and still 
continued to think of others instead of 
himself. He had a strong faith in God and 
knew there was a reason he had to suffer. 
He will be deeply missed by family and 
friends. He was loved by all and was a 
wonderful husband, father, grandfather, 
brother and friend.

Besides his parents, he was preceded 
in death by his son, Merton, and brothers, 
Ernest, Merton, John and Daniel.

He will be lovingly remembered 
by his wife, Linda; children, Justine 
Schindeldecker and Mikeael (Sheila) 
Torgeson; 10 grandchildren; two great-
grandchildren; brothers, Ted Torgeson 
and Mike (Judy) Torgeson; sisters, 
Betty Macias, Mary Fernandez, Myrna 
Demaio and Madeline (Kermit) Folden; 
mother- and father-in-law, Leo and 
June Daproza; and many nieces, neph-

ews and other relatives and friends.
Funeral services were held May 2 with 

Jim Servidio officiating.

John Orville Hall, 82, of Poplar Bluff, 
Missouri, died Jan. 31, 2007. He was born 
June 13, 1924, in Kansas City, Missouri. 
He was a retired stonemason and a World 
War II veteran who had spent time as a 
POW. He was highly decorated, includ-
ing the Purple Heart.

Mr. Hall was baptized in August 1960 

and was a faithful member these many 
years. The last few years he was unable 
to attend services due to failing health. 

But his hunger for the truth and the com-
ing Kingdom of God remained unabated. 
He had a voracious appetite for the things 
of God. He set quite an example for the 
membership and the hospital staff with his 
upbeat personality and sense of humor. He 
is truly missed.

Mr. Hall is survived by his two sons, 
Gary (and Freda) Hall, who are members 
of the Paducah, Kentucky, congregation; 
and Mark Hall of Grandin, Missouri. Also 
surviving him are two sisters, six grand-
children and nine great-grandchildren. 
His wife, Marcella, preceded him in death 
Aug. 21, 2004. His memorial service 
included military honors.

Mr. Hall was a successful veteran of the 
spiritual wars, and we look forward to see-
ing him again at the resurrection.

Announcements:	 Members are 
welcome to submit announcements 
of the births, engagements, weddings, 
significant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 
60, etc.) and obituaries in their families. 
Please include a self-addressed envelope 
if you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail	
(preferred)	or	give	them	to	your	local	
pastor to forward to United News.

Joan Duffield

Robert Torgeson
John Orville Hall



■ Compass Check Meetings.
Watch or listen to recent home 
office compass check meetings 
covering 
various 
informative 
topics. 
Available 
online at 
www.ucg.
org/about/
homeoffice/compasscheck.htm

■ Good Works Program.

View two current projects for 
East Africa at www.ucg.org/
goodworks/

■ United News Archive.
Access current or past issues of 
United News from 1998 to 2007 
at www.ucg.org/un/

■ UCG Commentary.
“What’s Happening to Fathers?”
“Forty Years After the Six Day 
War”
“What’s Important in Your 
Life?”

“A Financial 9/11: How Likely 
Is It?”
www.ucg.org/commentary/

Featured Link
■ Youth 
Web site: 
Families, 
preteens, 
teens, 
young 
adults. ucg.org/youth

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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Senior Pastor 
Visits Scandinavia 
and Estonia

Victor Kubik, a member of the Coun-
cil of Elders and senior pastor for East-
ern Europe and Scandinavia, traveled to 
those areas June 11 to 28. Mr. Kubik and 
Bruce Anderson, an elder from Minne-
sota, started with an extensive train and 
bus journey through three Nordic coun-
tries: Norway, Sweden and Finland. 
They visited United Church of God 
members, interested parties and friends. 

From Helsinki, Finland, Bruce Ander-
son flew back to the United States, and 
Mr. Kubik continued on to Estonia 
where he and elder Johnny Lambert 
from New York spent several days mail-
ing out Good News magazines, Russian 
and Estonian Bible Study Course lessons 
and other literature.

For complete details of the trip, see 
Mr. Kubik’s travel blog at http://www.
travelpod.com/travel-blog/victorkubik/
scandinavia07/tpod.html.

Space Available for 
ABC Seminars

Preparations for the seventh annual 
ABC continuing education seminar at the 

home office in Milford, Ohio, is almost 
complete. This special five-day seminar, 
scheduled for Aug. 20 to 24, is open to 
any who would like to experience a brief 
sample of the ABC program. We are plan-
ning to have six different instructors, each 
presenting brand-new material. 

We still have several openings, but space 
is limited, so those who wish to attend 
should immediately send their names 
and contact information, along with their 
tuition ($50 a person), to: Ambassador 
Bible Center, Continuing Education, P.O. 
Box 54992, Cincinnati, OH 45254.

David Johnson

New Magazine to 
Launch in July

Breaking Free Journal has been 
chosen as the name of the new online 
magazine that will focus on addictions, 
mental illness and various forms of dys-
functional behavior. It will be on the 
Web at breakingfree.ucg.org and will 
launch in mid to late July.

Special Graduates’ 
Section Inside

This year’s high school graduates are 
featured in a special section of this issue, 
from page 5 to page 13. Because of this 
special section, some regular features such 

as “Media News at a Glance,” “From the 
Word,” “Treasure Digest,” “Turning the 
Hearts” and “Children’s Corner” were 
not included in this issue. They are sched-
uled to return in future issues.

To see the special graduates’ section 
in color, download a color PDF at our 
Web site at www.ucg.org/un. If you are 
a graduate and were not included, please 
send your information to mike_bennett@
ucg.org to be used in a future issue.

Calendar of Events
July 15-17: Northeast Region ministerial 

conference, Richmond, Virginia, area.
July 21-22: Women’s Weekend, “The 

Gift of Godly Friendship,” Phoenix 
East, Arizona, www.ucgphoenix.org/
women/index.php.

July 21: Flint, Michigan, 40th Anniversary 
(see article, May issue, page 24).

July 28: Ann Arbor, Michigan, 40th Anni-
versary (see article, May issue, page 24).

Aug. 5-8: Council of Elders meeting.
Aug. 10-12: Young adults’ weekend, Wil-

liams Bay, Wisconsin, contact gary_
black@ucg.org.

Aug. 12: ABC graduation.
Aug. 19-21: Southeast Region ministerial 

conference, Atlanta, Georgia, area.
Aug. 20-24: ABC continuing education 

classes at the home office.
Aug. 25-26: ABC continuing education 

classes in Houston, Texas.
Sept. 2: Houston Music Festival (see arti-

cle, February issue, page 16).

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

81 percent and 33 percent for 2005, 2006 
and 2007. We’re actually above the U.S. 
average growth rate in this regard.

See the chart on page 2 with our online 
advertising impressions at Google and 
Yahoo for January through May for the 
past three years.

These are some very significant 
increases, with this past March showing 
10.4 million views of our ads at Google 
and Yahoo!

Peter Eddington

Impressive 
Increases for World 
News and Prophecy 
Circulation

World News and Prophecy is seeing 
impressive increases in circulation from 
year to year. Circulation for the May 2007 
issue was 47,232. Not a lot of advertising 
has been done for this publication. We 
have some online ads running at Yahoo 
and Google, and we mention the pub-
lication from time to time in The Good 
News magazine, but that’s about it. These 

increases are very encouraging. Please 
see the accompanying chart that shows 
the circulation for the May issue for the 
past seven years.

Peter Eddington

Good News Tops 
Half Million

The number of English-language 

Good News magazines to be printed for 
the July/August 2007 issue at three loca-
tions around the world is as follows:

Glasgow, Kentucky .............. 427,374
Eagle Farm, Australia ............ 62,000
Cape Town, South Africa ...... 17,380
Total	...................................... 506,754
This is a 9 percent increase over the 

total print quantity for the previous issue 
(May/June 2007) of 464,574.

John LaBissoniere

Beyond Today 
Response 
Increasing

Since April, nine new Beyond Today 
programs have aired and three programs 
have aired again. Of the nine new pro-
grams aired, four are currently in the 
top 10 program ranking of 58 programs 
aired so far:

Current	Rank	...................Program
#1 ........................The Easter Charade
#4 .......................Death of Darwinism
#5 ................................ Is God Angry?
#8 ................... Europe’s Long Dream
The Easter program received a total 

of 413 responses. Altogether, 13,534 
responses have been received since 
Beyond Today began airing in Decem-
ber 2005. Of these, 7,433 have come 
through the Beyond Today Web site. 
Phone responses from TV added 3,826 
and phone calls from radio added 
another 1,400. Yahoo and Google Web 
responses totaled 875.

Average program response continues 
on a steady upward track. Below are 
average response rankings from each 
report:

Report	Date	......Average	Response
April 3, 2006 ...................................73
June 6, 2006 ....................................92
Aug. 1, 2006 .................................121
Sept. 20, 2006 ...............................138
Dec. 5, 2006 ..................................152
Feb. 5, 2007 ..................................156
April 6, 2007 .................................165
June 26, 2007 ................................176
Currently 187 cable-access channels 

air Beyond Today video programs in the 
United States. (This is up from 182 chan-
nels in September 2006). Programs are 
supplied to these locations by 160 Church 
member “sponsors” in 36 states.

John LaBissoniere

Continued from page 2

Jim Franks, Ministerial Services operation manager, and David Baker, senior pastor for Asia, 
traveled to India and the Philippines in June. Mr. Franks left June 12 and returned June 22. 

They visited a group of over 200 people in a remote part of northeastern India who have asked 
to become part of the United Church of God. The name of the group is Church of God (Israel). 

“The people we visited in the remote state of Mizoram were excited to see us, and we felt very 
much at home with them,” said Mr. Franks. “Their doctrinal positions are virtually identical to 
ours, but in some cases their practices are different. We spent many hours discussing doctrinal 
concerns, format for Sabbath services and how the Passover and Holy Days are observed in UCG. 
We will now wait and see how they react to our suggestions. One interesting fact about this group 
is that it is the first such group that I have visited that actually paid our travel expenses for the visit, 
with the exception of our airline tickets. I believe this speaks well of their sincerity.”

Mr. Franks and Mr. Baker also conducted a leadership conference in the Philippines. “We 
continue to experience outstanding growth in the Philippines, almost 10 percent per year 
for the past several years,” said Mr. Franks. “Last month, the office staff from Davao set up 
a Good News booth at a local mall, and within a week they already had close to 800 new 
subscribers. With a current subscriber base of just over 8,000, this was a 10 percent increase 
in total subscribers in only one week! The plans are to take this booth to various malls around 
the country and set it up for a week at a time.”
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