
Council Chooses Next 
Chairman

The Council of Elders elected 
Melvin Rhodes to be its next 
chairman after several rounds of 
discussion and balloting. His term 
will begin July 1. Mr. Rhodes and 
his wife, Diane, live in Lansing, 
Michigan.

Gifts were then presented to out-
going chairman and interim presi-
dent Roy Holladay and outgoing 
Council member Victor Kubik for 
their service. Both Council mem-
bers’ terms end June 30.

The wives of both men, Norma 
Holladay and Beverly Kubik, joined 
their husbands at the lectern for the 
presentations.

Peter Eddington

Council Sets Selection 
Process for President

During the recent quarterly meet-
ing in May, the Council of Elders 
approved a process and timeline for 
selecting a new president. (See page 9 
for more information and a timeline 
of the process.)

On April 9, the Council of Elders 
asked president Clyde Kilough to 
tender his resignation. Following 
his resignation, Roy Holladay also 
asked Jim Franks, operation man-
ager of Ministerial Services, for his 
resignation. Operation manager for 
Media and Communications Ser-
vices Larry Salyer resigned later 
that day.

During a teleconference on April 
14 the Council approved Victor 
Kubik as interim Ministerial Ser-
vices operation manager and Peter 

Youth Education 
Task Force Plans 
Resource Center
by Dave Register

The Youth Education Task Force 
met in Phoenix, Arizona, over the 
weekend of Feb. 27 and 28 to discuss 
the future of Youth Education Pro-
grams. 

Phoenix has been the site of a 
pilot family education program that 
involves the entire family in Chris-
tian education. The program cur-
riculum has been developed by the 
pastor of the Phoenix Northwest and 
Northern Arizona congregations, 
Randy Schreiber, his wife, Kay, as 
well as Gale Maranville and Tina 
Fogelson. 

The Youth Education Task Force 
members are Keith Tomes (chair-
man, Las Vegas congregation), Kar-
en Allwine (Spokane), Andy Burnett 
(New Orleans), Scott and Michelle 
Delamater (Phoenix East), Dan 
Dowd (Milwaukee), Gale Maran-
ville (Phoenix Northwest), Tina 
Fogelson (Phoenix Northwest), Dan 
Salcedo (Garden Grove) and Kay 
Schreiber (Phoenix Northwest). 

All of the task force members 
have educational backgrounds and 
many years of experience in public 
and Church education. Advisors also 
attending the meeting were Dr. Gail 
Allwine, Cecil Maranville and Randy 
Schreiber. We are very grateful for all 
of the well-qualified volunteers who 
willingly sacrifice their time and 
advice to the Church.

The first priority of the Youth Edu-
cation Task Force is to encourage the 
parents of our youth to be directly 
involved in their children’s Chris-
tian education. This is a clear biblical 
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■ Thirty-five people 
participated in the 
“Footsteps of Paul” 
Spring Holy Day 
education tour in 
Turkey from March 17 
to 31. 
by Linda Register

This year’s 15-day Spring Holy 
Day education tour took 35 par-
ticipants from Istanbul in the far 
northwest corner of Turkey to 
Antioch in the southwestern tip 
near Syria and back through the 
middle regions with stops along 

the coasts of the Mediterranean 
and Aegean Seas. 

Participants retraced Paul’s 
Asia Minor travels and visited 
cities mentioned in the book of 
Revelation. 

In addition, the tour covered 
many significant historical events 
and places considered important 
in world history, art and architec-
ture. The group kept the Passover, 
Night to Be Much Observed and 
First Day of Unleavened Bread 
together. The tour was accompa-
nied by ABC instructors David 
Register and Melvin Rhodes. 

Among the travel education 
goals were bringing the biblical 
account alive and building faith in 
God and His Word. The tour also 
provided fellowship to strength-

en individuals spiritually and 
helped participants gain knowl-

Beyond Today Studio Gets a Facelift
“Go Into All the World” was the 2010 GCE theme. Lucretia and Fred Kellers talk with Kathy and Ken Treybig 
about the work in Nigeria at the International Expo on May 1 (photo by Elizabeth Cannon)

Travel Education Group Follows the 
“Footsteps of Paul” in Turkey
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See “Turkey,” page 15

■ The General Conference of 
Elders chose new Council of Elders 
members; ratified the Strategic Plan, 
Operation Plan and the budget; and 
also passed a new amendment to 
the bylaws.
by Peter Eddington and Mike Bennett

The General Conference of Elders met May 1-3 
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Council members chosen for a 
three-year term were Robert Berendt (international), 
Mike Blackwell, Mario Seiglie and David Treybig.

Two men who had replaced resigning Council 
members were on the ballot to confirm their ser-

vice for the rest of those terms. The GCE confirmed 
both Jim Franks (through 2012) and David Baker 
(through 2011).

The Strategic Plan, Operation Plan and the budget 
were all ratified.

Three amendments were on the ballot this year 
and required a two-thirds majority to pass. Two 
amendments were not approved: “Amend Bylaw 
7.5.3—Majorities Required for Passage” and “Amend 
Bylaw 8.6.2—Specific Responsibilities of the Council 
of Elders.” An amendment designed to fix schedul-
ing difficulties for the amendment process passed 
(Amend Bylaw 12.2.2—Amendment Process).

“Go Into All the World”
The Council of Elders chose the theme “Go Into 

All the World” during the December Council meet-

See “GCE,” page 8
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by Roy Holladay

Have you 
ever con-
sidered how 
God looks 
on you indi-
v i d u a l l y 
and how 
He views us 
collectively? 
There are 

many places in the Bible where 
God talks about His people and 
how He sees us. When God looks 
at us, what does He see?

In 1 John 3:1-2 God reveals that 
He views us as a loving Father does 
His children. Human beings with 
normal emotions have an affinity 
for children, but our own children 
are special to us. So it is with God; 
He loves us with unconditional 

love. Psalm 103:13 states that “as 
a father pities his children, so the 
Lord pities those who fear Him.” 
God is deeply concerned for every 
member of His family. 

Loving parents will do every-
thing to protect, provide for, 
nourish, teach and train their chil-
dren. The goal of parenthood is to 
impart proper values to your chil-
dren, to help them to develop their 
talents and skills and to mature 
into adulthood. Our Father is 
working with us to develop His 
character now and at the resur-
rection to elevate us to His level 
of existence. His desire is to share 
eternity with His family.  

What makes God happy and 
gives Him great pleasure? Notice 
Luke 12:32: “Do not fear, little 
flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 

Other versions translate this as “it 
gives your Father great happiness 
to give you the Kingdom” and 
“your Father did delight to give 
you the reign” (New Living Trans-
lation and Young’s Literal Trans-
lation emphasis added).

God says that those who respect 
and honor Him will become 
something very precious to Him. 
A perfect example of this is found 
in Malachi 3:17: “‘They shall be 
Mine’ says the Lord of hosts, 
‘on the day that I make them My 
jewels. And I will spare them as 
a man spares his own son who 
serves him.’” 

The word translated “jewels” 
here means something of very 
great value. The New Inter-
national Version says we will 
become His “treasured posses-
sion.” When God sees us, He sees 

that we are human, that we are 
flesh and blood and that we make 
mistakes. But He also sees what 
we will become through His Spirit 
working in us. It is mind-boggling 
to contemplate that we are a spe-
cial treasure to the Almighty God 
of the universe.

God has handpicked us ahead 
of time—the firstfruits—to be a 
part of His family and assist Him 
in bringing many sons to glory 
in the future. We are His chosen 
ones. God has promised to never 
leave us or forsake us and that He 
will be with us to the end of the 
age. 

We can take comfort and cour-
age from Philippians 1:6: “Being 
confident of this very thing, that 
He who has begun a good work in 
you will complete it until the day 
of Jesus Christ.”  UN 
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Eddington as interim Media and 
Communications Services operation 
manager.

The next president, after he is 
selected by the Council of Elders, 
will then choose operation managers 
for Ministerial Services and Media 
and Communications Services to be 
approved by the Council.

Holy Day Offering 
Figures Show Increase

The preliminary figure for the U.S. 
offering amount on the First Day of 
Unleavened Bread rose 1.4 percent 
over 2009 to $836,974.01. This was 
accompanied by a 2.2 increase in 
attendance, a total of 13,445. Once 
all offerings individually mailed to 
the home office are processed, this 
figure should reach $860,000.

The Holy Day offering amount for 
the Last Day of Unleavened Bread 
was $832,647.23. This represents a 
4.4 percent increase over the previ-
ous year. Attendance also rose 2.7 
percent over 2009. After all offerings 
are processed, the actual amount 
should reach $865,000.

Gerald Seelig 

Council Delays Home 
Office Remodeling

During a Council of Elders tele-
conference on April 14, 2010, Chair-
man Holladay stated that Jason 
Lovelady has requested a delay in 
obtaining a loan for remodeling the 
home office to make sure that the 
Church’s finances have stabilized. 

The treasurer said that in the mean-
time the blueprints can be drawn up 
(at a cost of around $15,000) and bids 
sought for the remodel at this time. 

Replying to a question from Bill 
Eddington, Roy Holladay comment-
ed that the architect should have the 
drawings and the bids obtained by 
the end of June. With a vote of nine 
for and one abstention (Jim Franks), 
the Council approved the request.

Gerald Seelig

United Youth Corps 
Volunteers Accepted

Doug Horchak, United Youth 
Corps coordinator recently 
announced the 2010 volunteers for 
the United Youth Corps projects in 
Nigeria, Ghana and Zambia. 

Nigeria: Cody and Bobbi Kitts 
and Caleb Janicich.

Ghana: Lena VanAusdle and 
Abby Syltie.

See “News at a Glance,” page 20
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by Herb Teitgen and Betty Bonnefoy

I know you will enjoy getting to know this centenarian member of the 
Church. Annie Zubrecki was born on May 28, 1909, in Garland, Mani-
toba, Canada, and is the oldest Church member in Manitoba. 

She was a part of a family of seven children. Annie learned to accept 
very hard physical work beginning in her childhood. Her mother died 
when she was about 8 years old. After her mother’s death, Annie took 
on the responsibility of baking, cleaning and cooking for her father and 
brothers at her tender age.

She took care of the cows and had the task of washing clothes with a 
washboard—she did not have the luxury of electricity. Later on in life, she 
made two outside clay ovens and baked bread in them. The first one, she 
says, was destroyed by the bull, so she made another one. She also put clay 
on walls of the buildings and whitewashed them. When Annie wanted to 
go to town, she would walk the 7 miles each way.

At age 17 Annie married her husband, Nick Fedirchuk, on Nov. 7, 1926, 
in Garland. Annie and Nick raised nine children, six boys and three girls, 
and lived on a farm in Garland for some time. Eventually, she and her 
husband moved to Ethelbert, Manitoba. She helped with the stacking of 
grain and enjoyed picking berries.

She came in contact with the Church of God in 1945 through Herbert 
Armstrong’s radio broadcast, which she heard on a North Dakota sta-

tion. She was bap-
tized in early 1960 
in, as she remem-
bers, Moosomin, 
Saskatchewan. She 
attended services in 
Dauphin, Manitoba, 
for a number of years. 
Her favorite scrip-
tures are those that 
deal with the birth of 
Jesus Christ.

When Annie’s hus-
band died in 1980, 
she continued to live 
in Ethelbert alone. 
At age 95 she was still putting in her garden and pulling weeds. In 2004, 
she moved in with her daughter and son-in-law, Stella and Tony Drebniski, 
in Dauphin. She is still living with them today. Annie has over 40 grand-
children and great-grandchildren and one great-great-grandchild.

Annie has enjoyed hobbies and interests such as gardening, knitting, 
crocheting and reading. As recent as a few years ago, Annie was still 
knitting beautiful afghans and scarves. Annie is an amazing person 
who has remarkably good health for her years, a sharp mind and a good 
sense of humor. Annie is a real blessing to her family and the friends 
who know her.  UN

Continued from page 1
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Togo Brethren to Lose 
Part of Church Property 

It was recently reported that the 
government of Togo, in West Africa, 
changed long-standing urban 
planning charts and planned to 
take over our new church building 
in the capital city of Lomé under 
eminent-domain rules and demolish 
it to make way for a new boulevard. 
Before purchasing the property and 
beginning construction, our elder 
in Togo, Kossi Fiaboé, checked 
the charts and has official stamped 
copies showing that our building 
should be safe for years to come.

This lot and hall were financed 
by local tithes and offerings (the lot 
and part of the building) and by the 
UCG Good Works project (most of 
the building). 

On April 24 four civil engineers 
came to the hall during Sabbath 
services. After making official mea-
surements in the presence of Mr. 
Fiaboé, they stated that only part of 
the church property would have to 
be taken for the new road and that 
the church building itself would not 
have to be destroyed. 

It appears we will lose some wall 
and an exterior stairway leading to 
the roof. If the engineers and con-
struction crews respect the mark-
ing stakes that were placed by the 
engineers, then the building will be 
saved. We will continue to follow 
this process closely, since such com-
mitments are not always respected 
in this part of the world. 

Please pray for the well-being of 
all our brethren in general in French-
speaking Africa. They live in grind-
ing poverty and in conditions of 
governmental mismanagement and 
corruption. They are being chal-
lenged by this trial at this time.

Pastor Visits Remote 
Locations in Caribbean 

Kingsley Mather, regional direc-
tor of the Caribbean, and his wife, 
Janice, recently visited some of the 
more remote congregations in the 
area.

When someone is added to the 
flock, it is indeed a time to rejoice. 
During his stop in Guyana, Mr. 
Mather baptized Dennis Archer on 
Jan. 24. Dennis Archer hails from 
the capital, Georgetown, where there 
have been ongoing Bible studies once 
per quarter when a UCG represen-
tative is sent to Georgetown. 

Mr. and Mrs. Mather also made 
a stop in Trinidad during the whirl-
wind visit. On the Sabbath the 
brethren were filled with spiritual 

nourishment as well as physical 
food, such as tasty local dishes of 
various curries and mouth-watering 
desserts. It was truly a feast day, as 
brethren took off their ties to chow 
down on good food. The Trinidad 
congregation was also happy to wel-
come a recently married couple, the 
Beals, to their congregation.

The Trinidad and Tobago con-
gregation also held its local board 
meeting, where it was agreed that 
we would continue our quarterly 
advertising program. In December 
the Holidays or Holy Days book-
let, together with The Good News 
magazine, were advertised in one 
of the daily newspapers. In the past 
we have gotten over 100 requests for 
this piece of literature. 

The next stop was Barbados 
where Mr. Mather continued the 
Caribbean Leadership Training 
workshop. Using video conferencing 
technology, men from the region are 
being trained to fulfill the Church’s 
responsibility of preaching the gos-
pel and preparing a people.    

Steve Basant

U.K. Bible Study 
Course Requests Soar 

In the first quarter of 2010 we 
have seen three times as many 
requests for the Bible Study Course 
as usual. This is due to a signifi-
cant number of people responding 
to a Google advertisement for the 
course. Since Dec. 19, 2009, United 
Church of God in the British Isles 
has been directing certain users of 
Google’s search engine to a page 
on our Web site where they can 
request lessons. 

The advertisement has been 
displayed on 2 million computer 
screens. A total of 6,100 people have 
clicked on the link and read part or 
all of it. We have identified 350 new 
Bible Study Course students from 
this source, with another 202 from 
renewals and letter requests. The 
BSC has long been an important 
source  of members and prospective 
members. 

We look forward to seeing the 
level of success these new students 
have with their tests should they 
choose to submit them, and about 
25 percent normally do. 

Sonja Hawkins
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Seventeen young adults from 
France, Switzerland, the Neth-
erlands, the United States and 
Mexico participated in an Alpine 
ski retreat in La Tzoumaz, Swit-
zerland, from March 7-14, 2010. 
Daniel and Cindy Harper of Cher-
bourg, France, did an excellent job 
in organizing the logistical needs 
for the retreat. Participants lodged 
in a mountain cha-
let and an adjoin-
ing apartment that 
were located right 
on the slopes, 
allowing ski-out 
and ski-in access. 

Activities includ-
ed Alpine skiing in 
the Quatre Vallées 
resort near the 
Italian and French 
borders, as well as 
luge (a one-person 
sled on which one 
rides either seated 
or supine, face up 
and feet first) on a mountain track 
6 miles in length. Snow conditions 
were very good; temperatures were 
optimal; and most days showed the 
Alps in all their glory under blue 
skies and sunshine.

Dinners were 
prepared in 
turn by teams 
of young adults, 
with each team 
trying to out-
shine the oth-
ers. Favorite 
meals included 
a cheese fondue, 

and a cheese raclette, both Swiss 
specialties.

Each evening a young adult–
oriented seminar using Pow-
erPoint was presented by the 
French regional coordinator, Joel 

Meeker. Topics covered included 
the passing of the generational 
baton in the Church of God, the 
lesson of Laodicea, the power of 
example, the importance of serv-
ing in the Church of God and 
understanding our place in the 
continuum of Christianity.

On the Sabbath, other Swiss 
members joined the young adults 
for services, during which the ser-
mon was “How to Let God Guide 
You in Your Life.”

This was the third year of 
this activity; planning is already 
underway for a similar retreat in 
March 2011.  UN

French Region Sponsors Young Adult 
Snow Retreat

On March 22 Jorge de Campos 
traveled to Portugal and the Portu-
guese islands for his second pastoral 
visit to the members in that area.

He began his trip in Lisbon with 
a visit to Jaime Campos, a deacon 
in Lisbon, who recently had a heart 
operation. Mr. de Campos reported, 
“He is doing well, and we give God 
thanks for his speedy recovery.”

The next day he visited José 
Martins and his wife in the north 
of Portugal. José has greatly helped  
in translating Portuguese booklets, 
and during this pastoral trip he 
demonstrated his deep conversion 
and commitment to God’s work. 

During the week Mr. de Campos 
visited other members in Portu-
gal and also answered a new visit 
request in the south of Lisbon from 
a lady who has been receiving mate-
rial from us for about two years. 

On the Sabbath, Mr. de Campos 
spoke to a Sabbath-keeping con-
gregation in Lisbon with approxi-
mately 100 people present. “We 
have been working with this group 
for a few years,” he said, “and have 
developed a good mutual respect. I 
showed them some of the translation 
work completed, and they rejoiced 
when they saw how the truth was 
being published in Portuguese.” 

In the afternoon Mr. de Cam-
pos conducted Sabbath services in 

Lisbon with nine 
UCG attendees. 

A total of eight 
people were able 
to observe the 
Passover con-
ducted at Jaime 
Campos’, and 11 
people met for 
the Night to Be 
Much Observed 
at the same home. 
The First Day 
of Unleavened 
Bread service was 
also conducted in 
Lisbon.

After the Holy 
Day, Jorge met 
with Maria Susa-
na Marques, a member in Madeira 
battling health troubles. He then 
followed up the tour with a four-
day visit to São Miguel Island in 
Azores.

The tour was completed with 
two services in Lisbon on the last 
Day of Unleavened Bread followed 
by a discussion about the divinity 
of Christ, triggered by the recently 
translated booklet Jesus Christ: The 
Real Story. 

We thank God for His calling 
of scattered members and how He 
strengthens them in this spiritual 
wilderness.  UN

Jorge de Campos is an elder in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. He works in inter-
national mail processing at the home 
office  and pastors Portugal and Por-
tuguese islands.

After Mr. de Campos returned to 
Cincinnati, José Martins forwarded 
the final review of the Portuguese 
translation of the What Is Your Des-
tiny? booklet, which will be going to 
print soon. A few days thereafter, on 
Wednesday, April 14, José Martins 
died due to an inoperable heart con-
dition. We offer his family our sin-
cere condolences and thank God for 
his service to God’s work.

Jorge de Campos (top right) and members in 
Lisbon on the Sabbath before Passover

Pastor Makes Second Trip to Portugal

Young adults hit the slopes

Cindy Harper (right) raises a toast during a 
dinner of cheese raclette

Jason Atkinson, Ramdeo 
Haripersaud, Dennis Archer 
and Kingsley Mather



4     UnitedNews  May 2010 United Church of God, an International Association

United Youth Corps: Running the Race
by Jamie Franks

When the five of us arrived in Jordan, it 
was impossible to know what the next year 
would bring. We knew this was going to 
be a year packed full of once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences. At the beginning of this proj-
ect we were challenged to take advantage 
of every opportunity that came our way. 
It would be up to each one of us to make 
sure that we did not leave here with any 
regrets. 

We are now in our seventh month and 
have done our best to live up to this stan-
dard.  Recently we took advantage of one 
of these opportunities.  

Misery Loves Company
It has been said that misery loves 

company, but on April 9, 2010, the five 
of us found this statement to be all too 
true when we entered and completed the 
Dead Sea Marathon. While we are still 
in the recovery process, I think we would 
all agree that this was an opportunity we 
are glad we accepted. After training for 
weeks, we ran the 26.2 miles of the race, 
beginning in the outskirts of Amman and 
ending at the Dead Sea, the lowest point 
on earth.

The amount of time and effort put into 
preparing for this challenge was well worth 
the camaraderie that we built along the 
way, as well as lessons learned about this 
project, our lives and ourselves.

One of the reasons I enjoy marathons 
is because they are straightforward. You 
know there will be a clearly defined start 
and finish. The expectations of the runner 
are clearly laid out: you must get yourself 

from point 
A to point 
B.  However, 
despite each 
one’s fitness 
level, each 
runner meets 
various obsta-
cles and chal-
lenges along 
the way both 
p h y s i c a l l y 
and men-
tally. It is up 
to each indi-
vidual runner 
to determine 
how he or she 
will respond 
t o  t h e s e 
obstacles. 

A Yearlong Marathon
In many ways our time here in Jordan 

has mirrored a race or marathon. We 
began here with a clear start date, and we 
are quickly closing in on our finish date. 
From the beginning, our goals and what 
was expected of us were clearly defined. 
Our goal was to live in a Middle East-
ern country and build relationships not 
through proselytizing but through service 
and through living our faith as an example 
of the coming Kingdom of God.

Along the way we have met and worked 
alongside some amazing people and built 
many strong relationships. We have gained 
many memories and experiences that will 
last a lifetime. 

While most of our time here has been 
very positive, we have all had our obsta-

cles and challenges to deal with. It has 
been during times like these that our 
bond as a group has been strengthened, 
and it has been important to remind one 
another of the big picture and our overall 
goal—not just here in Jordan but in our 
lives. 

Run With Endurance
We have been called to take part in a 

much bigger race. Just as in a marathon, 
when the pain and difficulties begin to set 
in, it is easy to feel like you will never reach 
your goal. You begin to think you are the 
only one out there having this internal 
struggle. Many times the obstacles that 
are set before us can cause us to lose site 
of the ultimate goal in life and make us 
feel isolated.  

Henry Ford defined an obstacle in this 
way: “Obstacles are those frightening 
things that become visible when we take 
our eyes off of our goals.” Keeping our 
eyes on the Kingdom, our ultimate goal, 
is vitally important.  

During our stay here we have done our 
best to take advantage of every opportu-
nity that has come along while trying to 
live our faith as an example. Through the 
different challenges and obstacles we have 
faced individually, we have had to rely on 
one another to remind us that we are part 
of a larger race. And it is vital that we 
never lose site of the finish line—the King-
dom of God!  UN

Follow the 2009-2010 United Youth 
Corps—Jordan team on their blog at www.
uycjordan09.blogspot.com.

■ United Youth Corps—Jordan 
needs your help to continue 
funding this vital program!
by Doug Horchak

United Youth Corps is a volunteer-based 
organization that serves needs in develop-
ing countries and in the Middle East. While 
the primary focus is helping teenagers and 
adults in the United Church of God in 
countries such as Kenya, Nigeria, Ghana 
and Zambia, for the past three years we 
have sent qualified, degreed volunteers to 
serve in a very unique part of the world—
Amman, Jordan.

Young adults from the United Youth 
Corps volunteer to serve in these unique 
parts of the world to gain a unique and 
meaningful worldview. We currently have 
five young adults serving and teaching for 
an entire year in the Hashemite Kingdom 
of Jordan. These young people are serv-
ing at three schools and institutions in this 
Arab nation: the Amman Baccalaureate 
School (ABS), the YMWA Bunayat Centre 
for Special Education, and the Regional 
Human Security Centre (RHSC).

To Serve a People
United Youth Corps volunteers are in Jor-

dan to serve, not to proselytize or preach. 
It has to do with serving people, appreciat-

ing a culture, building relation-
ships and creating trust—the very 
things that make lasting peace.

They prepare for this unique opportunity 
by learning about the culture and the issues 
that have led to the conflicts that exist in 
this part of the world. They understand 
that they are there to represent something 
bigger than themselves and a cause more 
important than the few people they are able 
to meet and serve while there for a year.

The Youth Corps program in Jordan is 
based on spiritual principles that, if followed, 
can ultimately lead to that elusive goal man-
kind has sought after for millennia—peace.  

It has always been the intent of God to 
have His people live what they believe, more 

than merely saying or preaching it. Youth 
Corps volunteers in Jordan are striving 
to do this as they pave the way of peace 
through their love for a people and through 
serving the needs of others.

The United Youth Corps needs your 
help to continue with this vital program. 
We are in dire need for funding assistance 
to keep this project going. To contribute, 
please visit http://goodworks.ucg.org for 
more information.  UN

Doug Horchak, husband, father and coor-
dinator of the United Youth Corps program, 
pastors congregations in Dallas and Sher-
man, Texas. 

Good Works Highlighted Project: United Youth Corps–Jordan

At the finish line: Audry Bauer, Jamie Franks, Kelley Schreiber and 
Stephanie and Eduardo Elizondo

Left, United Youth Corps  —Jordan 2010 volunteers enjoy mint tea with two new 
Bedouin friends; right, 2009 volunteer Tine Banda (right) with Sabrine
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■ Internet managing 
editor explains how 
United is building 
relationships with 
subscribers from many 
far-flung regions of the 
world through weekly 
e-mail campaigns. 
Here’s a look at how it 
works. 
by Elizabeth Cannon

“I am always amazed where our 
e-mail campaigns reach around the 
globe. Just this week, I received an 
e-mail from a Good News e-mail 
subscriber from Katmandu, Nepal, 
thanking us for sending the Good 
News e-mail newsletter to him,” 
said Aaron Booth, Internet man-
aging editor. “I regularly get e-mail 
replies from Malaysia, Papua New 
Guinea, Greece and other far-flung 
places in the world.”

Since March 2009 Mr. Booth 
has sent out three to five e-mail 
newsletters (also called campaigns) 
each week that reach over 100,000 
e-mail addresses around the world. 
These e-mail campaigns include 
the UCG.org Web site updates, 
“This Is the Way” messages, Good 
News reader updates, World News 
and Prophecy e-news and the Free 
Bible Study Guides newsletter. 

Each newsletter also includes 
links to current Good News or World 
News and Prophecy articles as well 
as other relevant links to Beyond 
Today episodes, weekly commen-
taries or a Bible Study Guide.

How We Get E-mail Addresses
One of the key components to 

the e-mail campaigns is the fact 
that our e-mail lists consist of only 
those people who want to receive 
e-mails. “We never sign up people  
who don’t request it,” explained 
Mr. Booth. Many subscribe to our 

weekly e-mail newsletters through 
an e-mail form on one of our Web 
sites, from one of our Facebook 
fan pages or from an online litera-
ture request. 

People can also sign up when sub-
scribers forward an e-mail newslet-
ter to them. These campaigns are 
then a way that we can start to build 
relationships with e-mail newsletter 
subscribers around the world.

We follow strict guidelines so 
that our e-mails do not appear as 
spam. We do this by purging the 
list of those who do not open the 

newsletters over a period of time 
and also by an automatic feature 
on our mailing system that removes 
any e-mail addresses that have been 
closed or have sending issues.

Reaching the World for 
Under a Penny

“It simply amazes me that at the 
click of a button our e-mail message 
reaches the whole world in a matter 
of seconds,” he continued. The cost 
of the e-mail campaign is gauged by 
how many people open the e-mail 
sent to them. At a fraction of a cent 

per open, it is also a very efficient 
way to circulate the gospel message. 
If we were to measure the cost by 
how many people opt to click on 
a link within the e-mail newsletter, 
the price rises slightly to three cents 
per e-mail sent.

“What would normally take 
around $25 to reach someone in 
Katmandu by postal mail takes 
us less than a penny via the 
Internet,” said Mr. Booth. “It is 
extremely inexpensive and is a 
great way to build relationships 
with subscribers.”  UN

Cyprus

Namibia

Pakistan

Algeria

Democratic 
Republic of 
Congo

Myanmar

E-mail Campaigns Around the World

■ Ambassador Bible Center 
students hosted the annual 
charity auction, which 
resulted in raising over $7,000 
for the East Africa Children’s 
Education Project.
by Whitney Smith

The ninth annual Ambassador Bible Cen-
ter charity auction hosted by the Ambassador 
Bible Center class of 2010 took place on April 
18, 2010. This event raised over $7,000 to sup-
port the East Africa Children’s Education 
Project. This project is helping to fund the 
primary and secondary education of 25 chil-
dren of UCG members throughout Uganda, 
Kenya and Tanzania. One year of education 
costs $200. 

Planning began for this event in Decem-
ber 2009 by service committee head Caleb 
Creech. Over the course of the following four 
months, the ABC students had to work as a 
team to organize acts for the live show, design 
and print brochures, collect items for the 
silent auction and work out all of the details 
to make the auction a success. Hundreds 
of businesses were contacted for donations, 
some over an hour away.

Church members also donated items for 
the silent auction and fresh baked goods 

for the live auction. With 39 baked goods 
and 180 silent auction items, bidders had 
a wide variety to choose from. Auction 
items included a coffee-lover’s gift basket, 
a pen-drawn picture of African elephants, 
cheesecakes and various pies. Two return-
ing desserts were sold for record prices this 
year—turtle brownies for $700 and baklava 
for $540. 

The night began with delectable appetiz-
ers from around the world made by kitch-
en committee head Anna Helterbrand and 
her crew. The selections included choco-
late-cranberry biscotti, Greek salad pin-
wheels, Caribbean lime coolers and Indian 
caramel-chai crescents. 

Many students from the 2010 class also 
contributed their talents to piano solos, 
vocal solos and humorous skits for the 
live auction segments. Some skits left 
viewers unable to contain themselves as 
tears began to roll from laughter. 

With a few finals words from Gary 
Antion, director of ABC student affairs, 
the auction came to an end. This auction 
was an absolute success with delicious 
food, great entertainment and willing 
bidders who truly made a difference. 
The money that was donated will be 
greatly appreciated by the students in 
East Africa as they are given the gift of 
education.  UN

ABC Charity Auction Raises Over $7,000 for Good Works

Meagan Garant and Whitney 
Smith serve international dishes 
(photos by Michelle de Campos)

Ashley West, Megan Brown and Kayla White (with the 
helping hands of three other classmates) show the 
audience how the girls prepare for a dance

Jazmine Kelly displays a dessert as 
auctioneer Caleb Creech takes bids

Eli Creamer performs during the live auction
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■ During his time as 
UCG president, Clyde 
Kilough demonstrated 
his character and 
visionary zeal in every 
project he tackled.
by Mike Bennett

Clyde Kilough is a master of 
props and audience engagement. 
One example was the time he gave 
broken pieces of mirror to the 
graduating ABC students Aug. 
13, 2006.

In his graduation address he 
related a story from Robert Ful-
ghum’s book It Was on Fire When 
I Lay Down on It about a professor 
who tackled the question, “What 
is the meaning of life?” The pro-
fessor’s answer was to hold up a 
little fragment of mirror he had 
found as a young boy during the 
war, and explain the game he had 
developed of reflecting light into 
dark places with it.

The professor said he had dis-
covered that in life, he was not the 
light or the source of the light, but 
was to be a mirror to shine light 
into dark places.

Mr. Kilough told the ABC 
graduates that they also were to 
reflect the light of Jesus Christ in 
the world, practicing the things 
they had learned. He presented 

each of them with a fragment 
from a single mirror and said he 
hoped they would carry it with 
them to remind them they are all 
part of something bigger and need 
to shine in dark places.

A Powerful Message
Mr. Kilough prepared many 

powerful sermons, presentations, 
letters and articles over the last 
five years. Each time, he would 
spend a tremendous amount of 

effort in preparing these messag-
es; and as a result, the hearers and 
readers have received the benefit 
of interesting, well-researched and 
thoughtful material that helped 
and inspired.

For example, Richard Pinelli had 
high praise for the presentations 
Mr. Kilough has made for minis-
terial development programs. 

“When I asked him to take the 
classes at the Leadership Work-
shop, ministerial conferences both 
in the U.S. and internationally 
and Pastoral Training on ‘Hav-
ing the Heart of a Servant,’ he 
excelled beyond my expectations. 
He brought new meaning to the 
topic for young leaders and min-
isterial trainees. We will be for-
ever grateful for his contributions 
in all these areas as a servant of 
Jesus Christ.”

As several have commented on 
the UCG Facebook page, the con-
gregations that the Kiloughs will 
now serve will be very blessed. 
Tentative plans include Mr. Kilo-
ugh continuing to contribute arti-
cles to the Church’s publications 
as well.

Serving the Youth
Before becoming president, Mr. 

Kilough served regularly at United 
Youth Camps. Though it wasn’t 
possible for him to serve at camp 
while president, it seems he was 
never happier than when he got a 
chance to visit the teens at summer 
camps and join in the activities. He 
made it a point to visit one or two 
camps every summer and talk with 
the campers about vision and seek-
ing the Kingdom of God.

“Some of my best memories 
with Clyde involved the Teton 
Challenger Camp,” said Larry 
Greider, who previously served 
as coordinator of the United 
Youth Camp program. “We often 
camped together and many a 
night talked about the future of 
the Church and especially the tal-
ent of those young people who 
participated in the Teton Camp 
and left with experiences and les-
sons to last a lifetime.”

The Kiloughs’ love for the 
youth of the Church extended to 
the Ambassador Bible Center pro-
gram, where Mr. Kilough occa-
sionally taught classes.

David Register, director of edu-
cation programs, describes Mr. 
Kilough as “a people person. Often 
I would find him playing catch with 
the students and staff behind the 
home office, sharing a joke with 
an ABC student or barbecuing his 
famous ‘beer can chicken’ for one 
group or another. He loved to visit 
our camps and talk with teens. 
He relates well with young people. 
In fact, many younger employees 
were added to the home office staff 
during his presidency.”

In spite of long days and a 
heavy workload, the Kiloughs 
also served behind the scenes in 
many ways. Ina McLemore, home 
office receptionist, said, “The 
Kiloughs have not only served as 
a team in the office of the presi-
dent for UCG and all the respon-
sibilities that requires, they have 
also worked behind the scenes, 
countless times, helping others 
with their responsibilities within 
the Church of God. 

“I speak from experience. Any 
time I have had meals to pre-
pare for large groups meeting at 
the home office, the Kiloughs 
have stepped up to give a helping 
hand—even when they were not 
part of the guest list!”

Meeting the Members
The Kiloughs have especially 

enjoyed visiting the congregations 
and members of the United Church 
of God around the world. During 
the last five years they visited breth-
ren in Africa, Europe, Latin Amer-
ica, Australia and New Zealand, as 
well as congregations all around the 
United States and Canada.

In the November 2007 United 
News André van Belkum and 
Morgen Kriedemann wrote in an 
article about the Kiloughs’ trip 
to Zambia and Malawi, “While 
waiting at the [Lusaka] airport we 
noticed an airport staff member 
reading The Good News. A wide 

Clyde and Dee Kilough: Snapshots of a Presidency

“We need to shoulder our individual responsibility for constructing a healthy church environment into 
which God can bring new people”—Clyde Kilough.

Dee and Clyde Kilough in New Zealand

Clyde Kilough sits with an airport employee in the Lusaka, Zambia, 
airport who happened to be reading a Good News magazine

Above, Anthony Wasilkoff and Clyde Kilough at a Council retreat in 
Estes Park, Colorado; below, Clyde and Dee Kilough (center) pose 
with a musical group at the Feast in Mendoza, Argentina

Clyde Kilough and brethren from Lilongwe, Malawi
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smile spread across his face when 
Mr. Kilough showed him his name 
in his American passport and also 
pointed out his name in the GN 
staff box. 

“We took a photograph of Mr. 
Kilough sitting next to this indi-
vidual. What made this situation 
more unusual was that the GN was 
originally sent to a subscriber in 
Indiana. 

“Wherever we met with the 
members, they expressed their 
appreciation to Mr. Kilough for 
taking time to visit them, especial-
ly in the far-flung, more-difficult-
to-reach locations.”

“We are always encouraged and 
inspired to see so many people from 
all walks of life, some in extremely 
difficult circumstances, unified in 
purpose and understanding,” Mr. 
Kilough said. “It is a continual dis-
play of God’s Spirit, and it is such 
a blessing to be part of His work 
at this time.”

Illustrating the Kiloughs’ friend-
liness and enjoyment of the breth-
ren is this story from ABC instruc-
tor Ralph Levy. “For the Feast of 
Tabernacles of 2008, I was in Lican 
Ray, southern Chile, while Clyde 
and Dee Kilough were in Mendo-
za, Argentina. The Kiloughs were a 
big hit there, and news about them 
filtered back to the Lican Ray site. 
We heard ‘Don Clyde was dancing 
around the tables in Mendoza.’

“It turned out Mr. Kilough had 
initiated a conga dance one eve-
ning, and got everyone involved. 
The brethren there were surprised: 
brethren from North America—
los gringuitos—generally don’t do 
that kind of thing! But Don Clyde 
had not only gotten into the spirit 
of the evening; he even got them 
involved!”

Milestones
During his nearly five years as 

president, Mr. Kilough presided 
over the launch of the Beyond 
Today program, the members’ 
Web site, About Our Father’s Busi-

ness, the new Bible Study Guides, 
the pastoral development pro-
gram, the Youth Corps project in 
Jordan, the reorganization of the 
Church’s education programs and 
the change in ABC from a seven-
month to a nine-month program, 
among other programs.

Mr. Kilough said that one of the 
things he was most gratified with 
during his time as president was 
the new employees he was able to 
hire, many of them former ABC 
students. He said he is excited 
about “the talent and dedication 
we see among next generation and 
how encouraging that is.”

From the earliest days of his 
presidency, Mr. Kilough’s zeal, 

passion and optimism were evi-
dent. Greg McCloud, who man-
ages the home office facilities 
and shipping, said, “I believe the 
most important aspect of Clyde 
Kilough’s term as president of the 
United Church of God has been 
being a visionary.”

Mr. Kilough served with dedi-
cation for five years. However, 
over the years the composition of 
the Council of Elders changed, 
and the administration and the 
Council no longer shared the same 
vision of how to do the work of 
the Church. On April 9 the Coun-
cil decided to seek Mr. Kilough’s 
resignation and to choose a new 
president.

Closing Quotes
In an interview printed in the 

August 2005 United News, Mr. 
Kilough shared some thoughts 
about doing God’s work that still 
seem relevant today.

“We need to put negativism 
behind us, and we need to shoul-
der our individual responsibility 
for constructing a healthy church 
environment into which God can 
bring new people…

“The key is passion! The gospel 
has at its core optimism and hope, 
and if we cannot be passionate 
about that, then we need to reex-
amine our priorities. True passion 
for this work is not driven by per-
sonality or style or anything else 

artificial, but by a genuine and 
fervent heart. Genuine, eternal 
passion comes from the truth of 
God, His way of life, ever present 
awareness of what He did for us, 
the love of God, the belief in His 
calling and our future…

“The Church should also derive 
great motivation from being a part 
of the biggest thing going on right 
now on the earth. Everyone needs 
to understand how they are a vital 
part in this work, and it must be 
relevant to them. Each member is 
a link in a chain that Jesus Christ, 
the head of the Church, has been 
building for 2,000 years.”  UN

Mike Bennett is the editorial 
content manager at the home office.

“A man once said that listening was the ability to con-
nect with people’s hearts through using your ears. Mr. 
Kilough epitomized this in the 15 years I worked with 
him, first as a regional pastor, then Council reporter, 
chairman of the Council and, last of all, as the president. 
John Maxwell said it best: ‘A good leader encourages 
followers to tell him what he needs to know, not what he 
wants to hear.’ 

“When we worked together I always had his eyes, his 
ears and a responsive set of questions and discussion. He 
took notes on everything we said and I knew I would 
receive a fair hearing on anything I brought to the table.

“He was very discerning in seeing when it was time for 
me to have a change of jobs from Ministerial Services 
and all its pressures to a job that fitted my experiences in 
ministerial development.”

Richard Pinelli

“The saying ‘a picture is worth a thousand words’ cap-
tures my favorite memories of working with Mr. Kilough. 
Even though his plate was full (and usually overflowing!), 
he always had time to stop and ‘smell the roses.’

“At the end of the workday, he would often say, ‘Come 
look at this.’ He would then turn his computer screen so 
that I could see a collage of beautiful pictures—flowers, 
birds and other scenes of nature. And all of them were 
photos that he had taken himself. 

“Some were of deer in his backyard on a Sabbath 
morning with the excitement of his granddaughter’s face 
clearly visible as she watched the beautiful animal, the 
sparkling diamonds of frozen water droplets on a tree 
branch when the ice storm came to Cincinnati or a bee 
frozen in space hovering above a flower—all so clear and 
real you felt like you were there.

“To me these photos capture Mr. Kilough’s apprecia-
tion for God’s creation. And more than the physical 
creation, they are reflections of the appreciation that 
he has for people—God’s spiritual creation. Whether 
he really had the time or not, he took the time to share 
life’s special everyday moments. And I’m going to miss 
that.” 

Diane Bailey

“When I think of Clyde and Dee Kilough, I think of 
charm, hospitality and good humor. I couldn’t be in their 
presence long without smiling, even laughing.” 

Clay Thornton

“The Kiloughs were a pleasure and delight to have 
in Cincinnati. Their friendliness, hospitality and gener-
osity were well known. On countless occasions I saw 
Mr. Kilough loan his pickup truck to young people so 
they could haul home a used furniture purchase. They 
regularly opened their home to visitors. ABC students 
were frequent guests in their home as were home office 
employees and local church members.

“I think many of us will long remember Mr. Kilough’s 
messages. His props—from babies to hammers—made 
them especially memorable. I’ll never forget one ABC con-
tinuing education seminar where my daughter was part of 
the demonstration. After showing the strength of an egg’s 
shell if it’s held the right way, Mr. Kilough held an egg over 
Heather’s head and squeezed. 

“I gasped as I heard the egg crack and give way! But I 
need not have feared! Her hair wasn’t an eggy mess. This 
particular egg had just been an empty shell, illustrating 
an additional point about eggs. An egg must have some-
thing in it to be strong. 

“The seminar that followed gave us much to think about 
and apply on how pressure will come in life. But if we are 
positioned correctly—and if we have substance—we’ll be able 
to withstand it.” 

Becky Bennett

Quotes From Colleagues

Clyde Kilough speaks to the UCG congregation in Kitwe, Zambia

Clyde Kilough and his grandson, Kai, go 
fishing at the Feast in Bushkill, Pennsylvania

Dee Kilough with Guatemalan ladies at the Feast in Antigua in 2007

The ABC students who covered Mr. Kilough’s office in aluminum foil 
in 2005 were soundly disciplined
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ings. It was agreed that this year would be a 
good time to shine a spotlight on the breth-
ren and the work in international areas.

The annual meeting of the GCE began 
with Sabbath services on May 1. Atten-
dance at the Holiday Inn was 457, mostly 
ministers and their wives and family mem-
bers. About 58 United Church of God con-
gregations listened via telephone hookup, 
and there were a record-breaking 723 con-
nections to the webcast (http://members.
ucg.org/gce-sabbath-2010), both in English 
and Spanish.

In the first split sermon, titled “Go Ye 
Therefore Into All the World,” Melvin Rho-
des showed how the Church of God grew 
around the world over the past half century 
as a result of the generous tithes and offer-
ings of brethren in the United States. 

He said we need to recapture our sense 
of urgency of the past and follow the scrip-
tural admonition to do this in our present 
time as well. As the U.S. economy is see-
ing less stability than in decades past, we 
need to move quickly to preach the gospel 
around the world while we still can.

Darris McNeely gave the second split-
sermon titled “I Serve With Heroes,” in 
which he explained that as we go into the 
world with the gospel, God creates a band 
of fellowship among the elect as He brings 
us into contact with many people. He asked 
whether we fully grasp the vision of the 
Kingdom of God that defines our lives 
within this brotherhood of fellowship.

The Ambassador Bible Center chorale 
performed special music, directed by Ken-
neth Shoemaker.

GCE International Expo
The GCE International Expo was held 

Saturday night. The room was packed 
with ministers, wives and guests roaming 
through more than 20 international exhib-
its. Samples of various local delicacies, lit-
erature, music and dress were on display. 
The event, the first of its kind at the annual 
General Conference of Elders meeting, was 
very well attended.

GCE Business Meeting
Roy Holladay opened the meeting Sun-

day, May 2, at 9 a.m. and mentioned that 
there were 355 ministers and wives attending 
this year. He called on David Mills for the 
opening prayer and then thanked the GCE 
planning task force for all the work that has 
gone into preparing for the meetings.

After the minutes of last year were 
approved, Mr. Holladay announced the 20 
new elders this year: Philip and Sarah Aust, 
Kevin and Deborah Call, Leroy and Laura 
Cole, Joe and Patricia Dobson, Osmonde 
Douglas, Barry and Carol Dubkowski, 
Mark Hampton, Stan and Denise Hopper, 
John Hull, David 
and Lisa Jack-
son, Hansel and 
Rachel le New, 
Musa (Moses) 
Meraba Nyaira 
and Rhodah, 
Edward and Shan-
non Oliver, John 
and Judy Pentlin 
Sr., Daniel and 
Linda Porteous, 
Marcos and Luty 
Rosales, Mat-
thew and Leah 
Sieff, Ken and 
Krissie Thomson, 
Paul and Susan 
Vaughan and 
Mark and Kris-
tine Vincen.

Keynote, International Reports and 
Tributes

Victor Kubik gave the keynote address. 
The topic was reconciliation and fulfilling 
our mission—the urgency of going into all 
the world with the gospel. He concluded 
with 1 Corinthians 9:16: “Woe is me if I do 
not preach the gospel!”

Then there were five GCE international 
reports from Nigeria, Portugal, New Zea-
land, Canada and the British Isles.

Fred Kellers gave the report on Nige-
ria. Mr. Kellers described the challenges 

of living in 
this country of 
approximately 
150 mi l l ion 
people. 

Jorge  de 
Campos pre-
s ent ed the 
P o r t u g u e s e 
report. In it 
he explained 
how the  breth-
ren’s g rasp 
of the truth 
has increased 
great ly due 
to translation 
efforts. He also 
described the twofold aspect of the work in 
Portugal as getting the truth translated into 
Portuguese and caring for the brethren.

Art Verschoor reported on the United 
Church of God in New Zealand and the 
South Pacific. In New Zealand there are 
145 brethren representing 11 nationalities. 
There are also 2,615 Good News subscribers 
in New Zealand, along with 298 in Fiji, 202 
in the Solomon Islands, as well as smaller 
numbers scattered throughout the South 
Pacific.

Rainer Salomaa report-
ed on Canada, the sec-
ond largest country in the 
world in area and the 10th 
largest economy. Out of 
Canada’s 33.9 million peo-
ple, 462 are members of 
the United Church of God, 
and attendance has been 
slowly growing. There are 
about 20,000 Good News 
subscribers in Canada. 

David Fenney reported 
on UCG-British Isles. Mr. 

Fenney described the multicultural demo-
graphics of the British Isles and highlight-
ed various threats and opportunities fac-
ing the Church there. He also mentioned 
that Google advertising has been effective 
in reaching new people in that area of the 
world.

After the international reports Gary 
Antion gave a special tribute to our 
deceased elders and wives from 2009-2010. 
Eight tributes this year included: Kitty 
Briscoe, Adghuel Lee Christopher, Jack 
Clune, June Jenkins, Gail Miller, Mauricio 
Pinto, June Steeves and Harold “Hal” Cal-
vin Williams.

Afternoon Addresses
Roy Holladay, interim president and 

GCE chairman, started the Sunday after-
noon session, speaking about prioritizing 
the work and the responsibility we face to 
make disciples of Christ and preach the 
gospel to all the world. He also gave more 
background about the recent administra-
tive changes at the home office. Mr. Hol-
laday continued with the promise that God 
will never leave us or forsake us, and that 
as we seek the will of the Father we will 

■ Go to http://coe.ucg.org to 
read Council of Elders reports 
as well as to find Council 
members’ profiles and contact 
information. 
by Jeremy Lallier

“We do therefore establish this Consti-
tution so that we might, as obedient chil-
dren, yield to Him and see His will for the 
creation fulfilled.”

This a quote from the Constitution—not 
of any nation or country, but of the United 
Church of God, an International Asso-
ciation. The Constitution, last amended 
in May of 2005, is available in full along 
with the Bylaws and Rules of Association 
on the official Council of Elders Web site 
(http://coe.ucg.org). 

Also on the Council’s site are the biogra-
phies of all current members—explaining 
who they are and what they do currently. 
Through the top menu, Church members 
have access to Council reports stretching 
as far back as May 1998, which contain 
summaries of the Council’s meetings and 
teleconferences. Council updates are also 
available, featuring letters and other com-
muniques from the Council and its chair-
man.

Members seeking further information 
are encouraged to submit their questions 
using the “Contact the Council” form, 
also available in the top menu.  UN

God’s Word Online: 
Council of Elders 
Web Site

“GCE,” continued from page 1

Newly ordained elder David Jackson and his wife, 
Lisa, attend the business meeting on Sunday

The contingent from the Caribbean congregations share their culture 
at the International Expo (photo by Michelle de Campos)

Art Verschoor, Lloyd Teetaert and Rey and Cynthia Evasco fellowship 
at the GCE annual meeting (photo by Fred Crow)

Council member Bob Berendt fellowships with Mary Ann Aust and 
Esther Salcedo before Sabbath services (photo by Fred Crow)

Jorge de Campos gives his presentation on the work in 
Portugal (photos by Fred Crow)
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be blessed. It is the power of God 
that will accomplish all things.

Jason Lovelady, Church treasurer 
and operation manager for Finan-
cial Services, discussed the finan-
cial status of the Church. Our fixed 
costs, legacy costs and increasing 
insurance claims are a continual 
challenge to manage. This will be 
the first year in over a decade that 
we expect a decrease in income over 
the previous year. He also explained 
that in order to keep up with the 
pace of elders retiring in the next 15 
years, we need to train and hire five 
to six new ministers every year. 

Dennis Luker represented Min-
isterial Services. He expounded 
upon three of the biggest lessons 
he has learned from being in the 
ministry for 47 years: 1) to pray for 
the love of God more than any-
thing else, 2) to cherish his wife 

and highly value her contribution, 
and 3) to trust Jesus Christ as the 
head of His Church.

Peter Eddington, interim opera-
tion manager for Media and Com-
munications Services, showed 
some of the latest accomplishments 
of the Church’s media department. 
These included our most recent 
foray into broadcast television on 
five U.S. TV stations, what we are 
doing to make the most of social 
media opportunities (including 
Facebook, Twitter, blogging and 
YouTube), and finished with some 
of the more prominent challenges 
we face in our effort to preach the 
good news of God’s Kingdom in 
all the world.

The 2010 annual meeting of the 
General Conference of Elders was 
adjourned by the secretary after 
which was a question-and-answer 

session with the Council of Elders 
and operation managers. Later 
in the evening many returned 
to attend an “Ambassador 
Reception”—a ministerial/ABC 
mixer with lively entertainment 
by ABC students and alumni.

Monday Workshops
Monday, May 3, the elders and 

wives were able to attend three 
workshop sessions, chosen from 
seven presentations:

• Ministers’ Wives’ International 
Experiences—Canada: Customs, 
Culture and Challenges (by Linda 
Wasilkoff and Fern Berendt).

• Eastern Europe, Baltic States 
and Nordic Countries: Out From 
Behind the Curtain (by Victor 
Kubik and Johnnie Lambert).

• East Africa: Safari Through 
East Africa (by John Elliott and 
Tim Waddle).

• West Africa: A Church to 
Shepherd (by Melvin Rhodes, Fred 
Kellers and Mark Mickelson).

• Ministers’ Wives’ Internation-
al Experiences—East and West 
Africa (by Diane Rhodes, Merrie 
Elliott and Valerie Waddle).

• United Youth Corps—Jordan: 
Preaching the Gospel in the Mid-
dle East (by Doug Horchak).

• Italy: An Amazing Story (by 
Carmelo Anastasi and Angelo Di 
Vita).  UN

Go to the new blog from UCG 
senior management personnel 
http://realtimeunited.wordpress.
com for more photos from the 
GCE annual meeting.

Council Approves Selection Process for New President

International Council Member Selected U.S. Council Members Selected

Robert Berendt
Michael Blackwell

Mario Seigle
David Treybig

Council Members Confirmed

Total number of votes cast: 398
Yes: 294 (73.9%)  No: 104 (26.1%)

Total number of votes cast: 402
Yes: 249 (61.9%)  No: 153 (38.1%)

Votes needed to confirm: 200
David Baker is confirmed.

Votes needed to confirm: 202
Jim Franks is confirmed.

Ratify 2010-2011 Strategic Plan

Total number of votes cast: 396
Yes: 300 (75.8%)  No: 96 (24.2%)

Votes needed to ratify: 199
The Strategic Plan is ratified.

Ratify 2010-2011 Operation Plan
Total number of votes cast: 392
Yes: 292 (74.5%)  No: 100 (25.5%)

Votes needed to ratify: 197 
The Operation Plan is ratified.

Ratify 2010-2011 Budget

Total number of votes cast: 399
Yes: 279 (81.8%)  No: 120 (18.2%)

Votes needed to ratify: 200
The budget is ratified.

Amend Bylaw 7.5.3—Majorities Required for Passage

Total number of votes cast: 379
Yes: 201 (53%)  No: 178 (47%)

Votes needed to approve: 253
This amendment is not approved.

Amend Bylaw 8.6.2—Specific Responsibilities of the Council of Elders

Total number of votes cast: 378
Yes: 170 (45%)  No: 208 (55%)

Votes needed to approve: 252
This amendment is not approved.

Amend Bylaw 12.2.2—Amendment Process

Total number of votes cast: 367
Yes: 300 (81.7%)  No: 67 (18.3%)

Votes needed to approve: 245
This amendment is approved.

2010 General Conference of Elders 
Ballot Results

Bill Eddington answers a question during the question-and-answer 
session with the Council of Elders (photo by Elizabeth Cannon)

■ The Council of Elders 
intends to select a new 
president by June 30. 
by Roy Holladay

During the recent quarterly meet-
ing in May, the Council of Elders 
approved a process and timeline for 
selecting a new president, including 
the criteria and qualities for the next 
president. 

According to United’s governing 
documents, it is the responsibility of 
the Council, before God, to select the 
president; but we seek the input and 
wisdom of the General Conference 
of Elders in making this important 
decision. There could be several men 
in the ministry qualified to serve as 
president, but the Council may not 
be aware of them. Therefore, we 
have asked the ministry to recom-
mend candidates for this position.

The process of selecting the presi-
dent will be systematic and timely. 
We are sincerely seeking God’s direc-
tion, so we ask that the membership 
pray and fast for His will to be made 
known. We, too, will be beseeching 
God through prayer and fasting. We 
look forward to the support of the 
membership in this process.

If the selection process extends 
beyond June 30, the newly elected 
Council chairman, Melvin Rhodes, 

will become interim president on 
July 1. Mr. Rhodes would act as 
interim president until such time as 
the new president assumes office.

Qualities, Skills and Experience
The following are some of the 

personal qualities, skills and experi-
ence that will help identify potential 
candidates for the position of presi-
dent.

The president must be an ordained 
elder who clearly lives by and dis-
plays the characteristics of a Church 
leader as described in 1 Timothy 
3:1-7. He should be deeply converted 
and humble, with unquestionable 
spiritual and doctrinal integrity. He 
should strive to adhere to ethical, 
social and organizational norms in 
his business, church and private life. 
He should also have proven ability 
and experience in public speaking, 
written and oral communication.

He must be committed to the 
vision and mission of the Church 
and strongly support the governance 
model established in the Constitu-
tion and Bylaws. He should have a 
clear view of the global role of the 
Church and an appreciation of the 
different needs and sensitivities of 
international areas. 

He should maintain a mature, 
professional approach and attitude 
at all times and have a reputation 
for getting things done and being 

prepared to render judgments and 
make decisions based on logical 
assumptions and factual informa-
tion. He must be skilled at organiz-
ing and implementing programs and 
be open to new ideas and alternative 
courses of action.

He must possess a good under-
standing of the Church’s strategic 
and operation planning processes, 
as well as its management, adminis-
trative and operational structure.

He must be very approachable and 
make it easy for individuals to have 

access to him. He must listen, and be 
skilled at conflict resolution—always 
seeking outcomes that are the best 
solutions for all parties. As a team 
builder and team player, he must be 
collaborative and cooperative and seek 
input from others as needed.  UN

Timeline for Selecting a New President

May 4
• May Council Meeting: Individual Council members consider criteria for selection, expectations, qualifications and 
experience required of new president. 
• Solicit the views of home office staff regarding the characteristics required for fulfilling the role of president.

May 6 • May Council Meeting: Full Council approves process and timeline, finalizes criteria, expectations, qualifications 
and experience required of new president.

May 10
• Procedural information, criteria, expectations, qualifications and experience guidelines sent to GCE members and recommen-
dations sought. Each GCE member (including Council members) may recommend up to three candidates. A written statement 
explaining why each one is recommended is required.

May 24 • Deadline for receiving recommendations from GCE members.

May 25 • All those recommended to be contacted by e-mail, inquiring whether or not each is willing to serve if selected.

June 1
• Latest date to receive “yes” or “no” response from those recommended.
• Standard format résumé document forwarded to those willing to serve. Five references who may be contacted by Council (plus 
names of former superiors, subordinates, associates and peers) are required.

June 11 • Deadline for return of completed résumés.

June 18

• Short list of candidates compiled: Each Council member to select one person from the list, supported by a written statement 
explaining why he has been selected. Candidates on the short list advised and reference checking initiated. Reference check 
information forwarded to Council members as received. Former superiors, subordinates, associates and peers contacted if con-
sidered necessary.

June 
23-25

• Special Council meeting: Conduct face-to-face interviews with short-listed candidates; select and appoint new president—
effective date July 1 (or as negotiated) and advise unsuccessful candidates.

June 30 • Advise Church of the appointment of the new president.

July 1 • New president starts relocation process and negotiates transition with interim president. 
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To Run With the Horses
Are you tired?  It seems that I am most of 

the time; and when I ask the question to others, 
many times I get the response, “Who isn’t?” 

We live in a time when it seems nothing 
stops. We work long hours, don’t get enough 
sleep, don’t get enough exercise, deal with pres-
sures in life and generally try to fit 25 hours 
(or more) into only 24.  Even when we ana-
lyze what is taking up our time, it seems that 
there really isn’t much that we can cut from 
our schedules to free up time. And so we con-
tinue as we have and remain tired. So what 
can we do?

When I was at college, I remember one time 
when the instructors made the point that the 
time added up to do everything simply exceed-
ed the time available in a given day. The obvi-
ous fact was that we couldn’t do it all.

I found that curious at first, but then they 
elaborated that part of the college experience 
was not only to make the most of the experi-
ence but also to make sure we had the right 
priorities and balance—eliminating what 
simply was unnecessary. It was reassuring to 
hear that, but the reality can still be hard to 
implement.

As the called-out of God, He expects (even 
demands at times) a different outlook from 
us in our personal lives, in our relationship 
with Him and with our relationships with oth-
ers. He has also had this expectation from the 
beginning with those with whom He is work-
ing.

The prophet Jeremiah was given the almost 
impossible task of telling the nation of Judah 
how wrong their lives were and how God was 
going to punish them.  As I read the Bible, it 
is a consistent point that none of the proph-

ets enjoyed their task and many times became 
very weary with the rejection and personal 
attacks.  God told Jeremiah something inter-
esting when Jeremiah complained. God said 
to Jeremiah, “If you have run with the foot-
men, and they have wearied you, then how can 
you contend with horses? (Jeremiah 12:5).

Part of what God is doing with us now 
is training us to get used to the increasing 
pace of the end-time.  We must have Christ’s 
strength in us (Philippians 4:13) or Satan will 
wear us out (Daniel 7:25, King James Version).  
As God told Jeremiah, if we can’t keep up with 
the runners how are we going to run with the 
horses?  While the pace of life can be tiring, it 
is important—imperative even—that we learn 
the right priorities so we can keep up and not 
be overrun by the pace of life itself.  

The question for us then is how much of 
what fills our day contributes to our Christian 
calling? To be sure, there are physical things 
we must take care of (work, family needs, etc.), 
but the biblical instruction is clear that we must 
make the spiritual matters of God a priority. 

Similar to tithing, when we put God first in 
this matter, He blesses us with more “time” to 
take care of other things. In putting Him first, 
we will also find peace (Psalm 119:165) and rest 
(Matthew 11:29).

Let us then learn to keep up with the run-
ners, so that in time we can run with the 
horses.

Dan Dowd
Pastor of Milwaukee and Oshkosh, 

Wisconsin, congregations

Listening to Silence
The sun was setting and the Sabbath had 

just begun on a very cold and cloudy night 
this past January.  I had heard the recent 
weather forecast for snow and there was 
now a muffled silence beneath the layer 
of gray clouds that grew ever thicker and 
darker as the sun set further beneath the 
unseen horizon.  The forecasted snowstorm 
was certain to arrive soon, so my family 

and I settled in for a nice Sabbath meal fol-
lowed by a family Bible study in front of a 
nice, warm fire.

After our study, I ventured out onto our 
front porch and saw that the snow had 
arrived. There were big, fluffy flakes com-
ing down at a steady pace, yet I noticed 
something more. If I remained very quiet 
and still, I could actually hear the snow 
falling. I could hear a very tiny tinkling 
sound as the uncounted flakes impacted 
everything nearby.

This reminded me of Elijah's encounter 
with God, as told in 1 Kings 19:9-18. From 
his cave, Elijah witnessed three awesome 
events—a windstorm, an earthquake and 
a fire. Yet God was not in any of those 
awesome happenings. Elijah then heard a 
still, small voice—which he realized was 
the voice of God. The most powerful being 
in the universe had chosen to make Himself 
known to Elijah with nothing more than a 
mere whisper—offering words of encour-
agement during Elijah's time of loneliness 
and despair.

The following morning, my family and I 
awoke to a sunny yet quiet world. We wit-
nessed the awesome power of the multitude 
of those tiny, fragiles snowflakes, as togeth-
er they brought vehicle movement in our 
entire area to a grinding halt.  So, too, can 
we be witnesses to God’s awesome power if 
we will only allow Him to work within us, 
granting each of us peace, tranquility and 
comfort in this world of chaos.

Sometimes it seems that almost every day 
we are bombarded with some new disaster. 
Yet if we are only willing to be still and 
listen, we can hear God's still, small voice 
guiding us through the chaos of this life. It 
is in the midst of chaos and trials that it is 
most important for us to slow down, quiet 
our minds and seek out our loving Father 
who is more than willing to grant us His 
encouragement, comfort and peace.

Robert Worsham
Roanoke, Virginia, congregation

Turning the Hearts . . . 
It's Exciting to Be Engaged!
“Let me see your ring! How pretty it is!” “Congratulations!” “We’re very happy for 

you!” “When is the wedding going to be?”
These are just a few typical reactions upon hearing that someone has become 

engaged to be married.
Engagement is an exciting time as promises are made to become man and wife, but 

it is an important time as well. It is a period of time for couples to work out many 
issues in preparation for saying “I do” and planning to spend the remainder of their lives together. Christians 
are reminded that promises are not to be taken lightly; engagement is a promise to marry.

Here are some points to consider in the time leading to engagement: 
Know yourself.• 
Prepare yourself spiritually, financially, physically, educationally and socially.• 
Date (or spend time with) a variety of different personality types. • 
Determine in your mind what kind of person attracts you.• 
Determine in your mind what kind of person would make a good mate and parent.• 
Date those who most closely match your mental image of the “ideal mate.”• 
Eliminate those from your list who do not check out for you.• 
Focus on a few before determining just one.• 
Discover if that person has an interest in you in the same way.• 
Seek input from those you trust—parents, friends, ministers.• 
Date exclusively and have a variety of dating experiences, but always honorably.• 
Get to know each other under various circumstances.• 
If both of you agree that it is time to move forward, seek premarital counsel.• 
If all is well in the counseling sessions, then move towards engagement.• 

Engagement is a commitment to another person to be his or her lifetime partner. It should be entered with 
much thought, prayer and counsel. Marriage is an awesome experience that God calls honorable (Hebrews 13:4). 
After all, He invented marriage in the beginning (Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-24). So, may your road to engagement 
and marriage be exciting and wonderful and bring honor to each other, your families and most importantly, 
the Inventor of marriage, God!

Gary Antion
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Caption Contest

Have a clever caption for this cartoon?

Send it to your local pastor and ask him 
to forward it to United News. You can also 
e-mail it to UN@ucg.org. We may feature 
your caption in an upcoming United News!
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Take Courage
A Christian life is not immune to hard-

ships and disappointments. Life can and 
often does get us down at times. Disap-
pointments, fears and burdens can weigh 
us down and affect our faith. Yet we are 
not called to a life of fear, worry, or dread. 
We are called to lead a life of strength and 
courage.

For many young Christians in school it 
can be quite tough at times standing out-
side the crowd and standing up for God’s 
values and morals. It takes courage some-
times to stand out from the crowd. Many 
school activities and sports events are held 
on the Sabbath, and we must refrain from 
attending them to focus on keeping God’s 
Sabbath and His law. 

We must miss some days of school every 
year because of the Holy Days, and it can 
be difficult at first to explain the reasons to 
unsympathetic teachers and curious class-
mates. Likewise, it is hard enough to find 
a job these days, but it can be even more 
stressful when the Sabbath becomes an 
issue with potential employers. 

It may take courage to stand out of the 
crowd; but when we keep God’s Sabbaths 
and laws with love, we can understand 
God’s greater plan and that He watches 
over us and blesses us for keeping His per-
fect law. God will provide.

Sometimes keeping courage and faith 
requires more than just standing out from 
the crowd. Before the Israelites left the 
wilderness and ventured into the Prom-
ised Land, they were faced with worry 
because the land was populated with giants 
and their future seemed uncertain in this 
strange new land. 

In Moses’ farewell address he told them, 
“Be strong and of good courage, do not fear 
nor be afraid of them; for the Lord your 
God, He is the One who goes with you. He 
will not leave you nor forsake you” (Deu-
teronomy 31:6). Moses then gave Joshua the 

responsibility to lead the people of Israel 
into the new land and even into war against 
raging armies. This was quite a burden to 
bear, and Joshua needed encouragement. 
He got it from the words: Be strong and of 
good courage. 

God repeated these words three times 
in His instruction to Joshua, “Have I not 
commanded you? Be strong and of good 
courage; do not be afraid, nor be dismayed, 
for the Lord your God is with you wher-
ever you go (Joshua 1:9).

God’s love is everlasting and He is with us 
wherever we go. Our future may be uncer-
tain at times and the problems we face may 
seem like giants, but we should not fear. 
Remember, “If God is for us, who can be 
against us?” (Romans 8:31). No matter what 
burdens we are called to bear and what 
challenges we face, we can stand fast and 
overcome all things through the strength 
that comes from faith in God.

Be strong and of good courage.
James Osborne

Laurel, Mississippi, congregation

I Will Not Let Go 
“I will not let You go unless You bless 

me!” These words were spoken by Jacob 
as he wrestled with God. Alone and fear-
ing what Esau would do to him, he prayed 
to God for His help and mercy. In Gen-
esis 32:10, Jacob tells God he is not wor-
thy of His mercy: “I am not worthy of the 
least of all the mercies and of all the truth 
which You have shown Your servant.” Yet 
although he wasn’t worthy, he continued to 
ask God for His blessing. 

How many times do we wrestle with God, 
asking Him for a blessing or for mercy in 
our life? Is there a need we have, or have 
we been praying about something without 
receiving an answer? 

Jacob struggled all night long until his 
hip was put out of socket, but he still hung 

on and asked for the blessing. “I will not let 
You go unless You bless me!” 

Sometimes we feel that we just can’t deal 
with our problems any longer. How often 
do we give up when our prayers are not 
answered—at least not in the fashion we 
thought they should? God hasn’t turned 
His back on us. Many times our prayers 
are answered, but the answer sometimes is 
“no” or just “wait.” 

In Luke 18:1-8 we read the parable of the 
persistent widow. The widow continued to 
pray and worry the judge until he granted 
her wish, “Lest by her continual coming 
she weary me” (verse 5). God says He will 
avenge His elect who cry out to Him day 
and night. There will come a time when 
there will be no more crying or tears and 
all things will be made new. 

Franklin Delano Roosevelt once said, 
“When you come to the end of your rope, 

tie a knot and hang on.” During those times 
when we feel we can’t go on, remember the 
words of the apostle Paul in 2 Corinthians 
4:8-9: “We are hard-pressed on every side, 
yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not 
in despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
struck down, but not destroyed.” God has 
a blessing in store for each of us. We just 
can’t let go until we receive it!

Debra Doss
Chattanooga, Tennessee, congregation

Share Your Treasures!
Do you have any short items of biblical wis-

dom, humor or practical information that you 
would like to share? Please send them to your 
local pastor and ask him to forward them to 
United News at the home office. Guidelines are 
available on request (UN@ucg.org).
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Bible Word Scramble
by Jayson McDaniel, Oakland, California, congregation

Answers to February’s puzzle:

Hawk-Job 39:26
Mouse-Leviticus 1 1:29
Leopard-Daniel 7:6
Lice-Exodus 8:17
Dove-Psalm 55:6

Viper-Acts 28:3
Dragon-Revelation 12:3

Bee—Isaiah 7:18
Frog—Exodus 8:3

Hornet—Deuteronomy 7:20
Moth—Matthew 6:20

1. mlcezheidke _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Genesis 14:18)
  2. rsaujemel _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (2 Samuel 14:23) 
   3. themwat _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Matthew 9:9)
    4. plecissid _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Isaiah 8:16) 
     5. oaroblhtwem _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Mark 3:18)
      6. isasseteeclc _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (a book of the Bible)
       7. bahkaukk _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Habakkuk 3:1)
        8. mnmaocmtsned _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (2 John 1:6)
         9. dwsiom _ _ _ _ _ _ (Psalm 90:12)  
          10. uliiytmh _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Proverbs 22:4)
           11. steynho _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Leviticus 19:36- add “y”) 
            12. ssvigeerofn _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ (Ephesians 1:7)
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Anointing the Sick
■ “Is anyone among 
you sick? Let him 
call for the elders of 
the church, and let 
them pray over him, 
anointing him with 
oil in the name of the 
Lord” (James 5:14).  
by Paul Carter

God inspired James to give  
an instruction that prescribes a 
truly special service that elders 
perform, anointing the sick. Have 
we considered the origin of this 
unique ceremony?

Bible dictionaries and commen-
taries have much to say about the 
practice of anointing from early 
history until now.

What was the significance of 
anointing with oil? The Oxford Bible 
Companion states: “In the Hebrew 
Bible, the term is most often used 
of kings, whose investiture was 
marked especially by anointing 
with oil (Judges 9.8-15; 2 Samuel 5.3; 
1 Kings 1.39; Psalm 89.20…), and 
who were given the title ‘the Lord’s 
anointed’ (e.g., 1 Samuel 2.10; 12.3; 2 
Samuel 23.1; Psalm 2.2; 20.6; 132.17; 
Lamentations 4:20).”

The word anoint in Hebrew is 
mawshakh’ a primitive root mean-
ing to rub with oil, that is, to 
anoint, by implication to conse-
crate, also to paint (Strong’s Con-
cordance). When a soldier anointed 
his shield, he was likely rubbing oil 
onto the outer leather covering, to 
keep his shield in top condition. 

The most common use of 
anointing was that of anointing a 
king. It was a ceremony regarded 
as sacred and was observed reli-
giously from the earliest times, 
not only in Israel but also in 
Egypt and other places. So how 
did anointing come to be prac-
ticed in caring for the sick?

“Anointing in the East came 
into use as a means [to better] 
health. The entire body or head 
was covered with aromatic oil. 
Guests and strangers were anoint-
ed upon the head as a token of 
honor” (Encyclopedia of Religious 
Knowledge, 1917, p. 36). Many are 
familiar with the passage in Psalm 
23:5: “You prepare a table before 
me in the presence of my enemies; 
you anoint my head with oil; my 
cup runs over.” This practice of 
anointing the head was also used 
for those who were set apart to be 
prophets, priests and kings. 

The name “Christ” comes from 
the New Testament Greek word 
christos, which means “anointed.” 
The comparable Hebrew word is 
mashiach, Messias in the King 

James New Testament. So both 
titles, “Christ” and “Messiah,” 
refer to the “anointed one.” 

We may recall the story of 
Jesus Christ as He dined with 
a Pharisee, where a woman, a 
known sinner came to Him with 
an alabaster box of ointment. She 
stood behind Jesus crying; and 
then kneeling down, she began to 
wash His feet with her tears, wip-
ing His feet with her hair. She then 
anointed His feet with this special 
ointment. She used “a mixture of 
various aromatics” that was far 
more expensive than the normal 
oil used to anoint the head, and 
was composed of costly aromatics 
(Barnes’ Notes on Luke 7:46).

Anointing in the Church 
Today

How do we use the tool of anoint-
ing today? The Bible doesn’t specify 
details about a right versus a wrong 
way to anoint. Some religions 
anoint the head with their finger 
in the shape of the cross, which we 
readily understand is wrong. The 
question has been asked by some 
members in the past, “Do you 
anoint the part of the body that 
is ill?” We do not, for we follow 
the example given to us of anoint-
ing the head with oil (Exodus 29:7; 
Luke 7:46). 

Some put oil on their thumb 
before a prayer is asked and then 
put it on the person’s forehead 
during the prayer. Others open the 
oil during the prayer and then put 
some on their thumb and/or fin-
gertips, laying both hands on the 
head. Others rub oil on both hands 
before anointing.

The Bible does make it clear 
through several examples that the 
laying on of hands should be done 
when anointing the sick. “Now 
when Jesus had crossed over again 
by boat to the other side, a great 
multitude gathered to Him; and He 
was by the sea. And behold, one of 
the rulers of the synagogue came, 
Jairus by name. And when he saw 
Him, he fell at His feet and begged 
Him earnestly, saying, ‘My little 
daughter lies at the point of death. 
Come and lay Your hands on her, 
that she may be healed; and she 
will live” (Mark 5:21-23).

This ruler put great faith in that 
healing, and he knew that the lay-
ing on of hands was for healing and 
that it was something very special.

“Heal the Sick”
In Mark 16:15-18 we find a com-

mission given to the Church: “And 
He said to them, ‘Go into all the 
world and preach the gospel to 
every creature. He who believes 
and is baptized will be saved; but 
he who does not believe will be 
condemned. And these signs will 

follow those who believe: In My 
name they will cast out demons; 
they will speak with new tongues; 
they will take up serpents; and if 
they drink anything deadly, it will 
by no means hurt them; they will 
lay hands on the sick, and they will 
recover.’”

Throughout the book of Acts we 
read of many sick who were healed 
when God’s servants laid their 
hands on them. The use of oil is 
not always mentioned, but when we 
look at the entirety of the passages 
and the admonition in James, we 
see that the oil is a vital part of 
the anointing. Remember, the word 

anoint means “to rub with oil.”
Mark tells us they “anointed with 

oil many who were sick, and healed 
them” (Mark 6:13). Oil represents 
God’s Holy Spirit. We know it’s not 
the oil that heals. 

We also know it is not the elder 
performing the anointing who 
“heals.” Some individuals want to 
be anointed by a particular elder 
because they heard that someone 
else that he anointed was complete-
ly healed. 

Does it make a difference which 
elder does the anointing? After 
writing about being anointed by 
an elder, James tells us, “And the 
prayer of faith will save the sick, 
and the Lord will raise him up. 
And if he has committed sins, he 
will be forgiven” (James 5:15). 

Healing comes from faith! It is 
God who heals! Is it the faith of the 
individual or the faith of the elder 
that heals? James says to “let them 
pray over him, anointing him with 
oil” and then “the prayer of faith 
will save the sick” (verses 14-15). It 
is most likely the faith of both. The 
one comes in faith to be healed, 
yet the elder also has faith in the 
Creator of the universe, on whom 
we are calling in prayer to heal the 
sick.

The Anointed Cloth
With our busy schedules and the 

fact that many of our brethren live 

hours away in different directions, 
we also follow the biblical example 
that mentions the anointed cloth. 
Some brethren will automatically 
ask for an anointed cloth, instead 
of simply asking to be anointed. 
When asked if they want to be 
anointed immediately, some have 
had a confused look, like that 
hadn’t even crossed their mind.

It is important for brethren to 
know the reasoning behind the 
anointed cloth, and why it is used. 
The first line of the letter we send 
out with an anointed cloth clearly 
shows when and why an anointed 
cloth may be sent: “When the min-
ister is not able to be physically 
present, there is another scriptural 
method mentioned to seek God’s 
healing.” 

The letter continues: “In the book 
of Acts, it states, ‘and God wrought 
special miracles by the hands of 
Paul, so that from his body were 
brought unto the sick handker-
chiefs or aprons, and the diseases 
departed from them’” (Acts 19:11-
12). Here we see that pieces of cloth 
from the apostle Paul were used to 
extend the gift of healing beyond 
his physical presence. 

The letter goes on: “Following 
this example, I will make a spe-
cial prayer to God on your behalf, 
anointing the enclosed cloth with 
a small amount of olive oil. Please 
go to a private place and ask God 

for His healing while you briefly 
place the cloth on your forehead. 
Remember that in His wisdom, 
God chooses how and when to 
answer our prayers, according to 
what is ultimately best for us. You 
may want to pray for others who 
may be suffering as well. Addi-
tionally it would be good to ask 
God if there is something that you 
can learn by going through this 
particular trial. Always keep in 
mind that we should pray God’s 
will, and not our own, be done. 
When finished praying, please 
dispose of the cloth.”

Anointing Doesn’t Preclude 
Medical Treatment

Here we see that the individual 
still places the oil on his head and 

One comes in faith to be healed, yet the elder also has faith 
in the Creator of the universe, on whom we are calling in 

prayer to heal the sick.

by Jeremy Lallier

Wow. Halfway through the Feast already, 
you think to yourself as the elevator doors 
open. How did that happen?

Like usual, you feel as if you made the 
grave mistake of blinking and subsequently 
missing most of this year’s Feast of Taber-
nacles. You shake your head and walk in, 
giving a nod to the elevator’s solitary pas-
senger—a tourist, from the looks of him.
“Going down?” he asks.
“Sure am.” You press the ground f loor but-

ton. “Here on vacation?” he asks you.
The doors shut and the elevator begins to 

move.
“Well…no,” you explain. “I’m here for a 

religious observance—the Feast of Taber-
nacles.”

The tourist’s brow furrows for a second 
as he thinks. “Oh!” he exclaims. “Sukkoth, 
right? I have some Jewish friends back home. 
Are you Jewish too?”
“Nope. Christian.”
The tourist is clearly confused now, and 

you wait for the inevitable question. 
“Really? What denomination are you, then?”
His f loor is coming up quickly, so there’s 

no time for a long-winded explanation—just 
enough for a simple explanation. What do 
you say?

Send in Your Response
How would you respond to someone 

asking to which church denomination 
you belong? Send your 100- to 300-
word answer, along with your name and 
congregation, to  your local pastor and 
ask him to forward it to United News. 
You can also e-mail them to UN@ucg.
org. We may use your response in an 
upcoming United News!

Ready to Answer
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■ Olympic athletes 
prepare for their events 
with one goal in mind—
winning a gold medal. 
As Christians running 
a race of endurance, we 
must keep the Kingdom 
of God and God’s 
righteousness as our 
focus and actively prepare 
to win the prize.  
by Jason Hyde

With the lighting of the Olym-
pic Cauldron in Vancouver, Brit-
ish Columbia, on Feb. 12, the 
2010 Winter Olympics officially 
began.

Over a period of 17 days, an 
estimated 5,500 athletes and offi-
cials representing over 80 coun-
tries participated in a frenzied 
schedule of sporting events rang-
ing from skiing to figure skating. 
Much of the world’s attention was 
focused on the Winter Games. In 
fact, organizers estimated that 
worldwide an incredible 3.5 bil-
lion television viewers tuned into 
the Games.

For most athletes, winning 
an Olympic gold medal repre-
sents the pinnacle of success in 
their sport. “Going for gold” is 
a recurring theme leading up to 
and throughout Olympic com-
petition. Athletes, along with 
coaches, parents and trainers, 
push toward the Olympics with 
enthusiasm, energy and determi-
nation to succeed. 

This intensity is matched by 
corporate sponsors who pour 
millions of dollars into advertis-
ing and media hype designed to 
cash in on the popularity of the 
Olympic Games.

While so much attention was 
directed to the events in Vancou-
ver, other zealous, dedicated indi-
viduals across the globe remain 
engaged in a far more significant 
cause. These hearty participants, 
largely ignored by the global 
media, are hard at work train-
ing, practicing and preparing for 
the ultimate goal in life. These 
“athletes”—scattered in cities 

and countries worldwide—are 
busily practicing their calling, 
developing and honing their skills 
and responding to the advice and 
guidance of their “Coach.”

Who are these unknown ath-
letes? They are Christians follow-
ing their Captain’s admonition, 
“Seek first the kingdom of God 
and His righteousness” (Matthew 
6:33).

Raising the Bar
The Amplified Bible expounds 

that Jesus Christ was telling Chris-
tians to “aim at and strive after” 
the Kingdom of God and God’s 
righteousness. Just as athletes 
preparing for the Olympics make 
“going for gold” their motto and 
focus, Christians are expected to 
passionately seek both the King-
dom and God’s righteousness.

Seeking the Kingdom of God, 
while a lofty and important goal, 
is not sufficient by itself. Many 
often overlook the second aspect. 
Christ, in the role of coach and 
captain, encourages His follow-
ers to make developing God’s 
righteousness—His righteous 
character—a definitive, purpose-
ful way of life.

In a world of tolerance, it has 
become commonplace to dismiss 
any notion of a right and a wrong 
way of living. Yet Christ is clear 
in His expectation that righteous-
ness be front and center for His 
followers.

A Standard of Excellence
God’s righteousness is not a 

mythical, elusive goal. Rather, it 
is a clear, straightforward way of 
living that leads to the Kingdom 
of God.

This standard of excellence is 
provided in the Coach’s manual 
for Christians—the Bible. The 
apostle Paul reminded his young 
apprentice Timothy, “All Scrip-
ture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doc-
trine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness” 
(2 Timothy 3:16). The Bible is a 
how-to book for those seeking 
righteousness.

The rules and guidelines pro-
vided by our Creator are designed 
to equip mankind with the tools, 
abilities and knowledge to reflect 
righteousness in our daily behav-
ior (2 Timothy 3:17). The law of 

God is the standard for right liv-
ing.

At its core, God’s righteousness 
is centered on an outgoing concern 
for others. Jesus summarized God’s 
law as a directive to love God and 
fellow man (Matthew 22:37-39). For 
example, Christians are encouraged 
to be “doers of the word” by provid-
ing care and concern for individu-
als such as widows and orphans in 
need (James 1:22, 27).

God’s way of living produces 
fantastic results. Some of these 
fruits include “love, joy, peace, 
longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, self-con-
trol” (Galatians 5:22-23). Imagine 
a world where this type of conduct 
was the norm! Why not learn to 
apply these principles now?

Going for Gold
On their quest for Olympic gold, 

athletes invest countless hours 
in preparation. Team members 
commit to a disciplined regimen 
of practice and training lasting 
weeks and even years in pursuit of 

a gold medal. Most events in the 
Winter Games require stamina, 
agility, strength, poise and drive. 
These attributes do not appear 
suddenly—even for the most gift-
ed participants. The path to vic-
tory is not one for a casual, laid-
back athlete.

Rarely do athletes express an 
interest in “shooting for silver”—
they’re determined to “go for 
gold!” This attitude reflects the 
biblical principle that “whatever 
your hand finds to do, do it with 
your might” (Ecclesiastes 9:10). 
Those who aspire to fulfill Christ’s 
command to seek the Kingdom 
and God’s righteousness will be 
fully committed to the task.

Paul also compared sports to 
the life of a Christian. “Do you 
not know that those who run in a 
race all run, but one receives the 
prize?” Developing God’s righ-
teous character is not for the faint 
of heart. It is a serious commit-
ment. Paul encourages, “Run in 
such a way that you may obtain 
it” (1 Corinthians 9:24).

With a full commitment to the 
process—seeking it first in life—
Christians can develop righteous 
character. The training regimen 
includes daily prayer, Bible study 
and meditation. As Christians, we 
can “practice” the righteous char-
acter of God in our dealings with 
family, friends, coworkers and 
strangers.

Seeking God’s righteousness 
is far more important than win-
ning an Olympic medal. Develop-
ing righteous character not only 
improves the quality of life now, 
it carries with it the promise of 
eternal life (1 Timothy 4:8)!

The 2010 Winter Games came 
and went. Some athletes achieved 
victory and were recognized on 
the world stage for their success. 
Meanwhile, Christians must be 
hard at work seeking the ultimate 
championship—the Kingdom of 
God and His righteousness. “Go 
for gold!” You have nothing to 
lose.  UN

Jason Hyde is a member in the 
Louisville, Kentucky, congregation.

Going for Gold

still asks a prayer. It is the faith of 
that individual that God rewards 
with healing. As Acts 19:11 notes, 
“God wrought special miracles 
by the hands of Paul” (King 
James Version). When we under-
stand that it is not the oil or the 
cloth but God who heals, these 
passages become plainer. Many 
have mentioned that they were 
healed after simply making the 
request for anointing. 

Questions have arisen over the 
years, like “What can I be anoint-
ed for?” I know of many who have 
had the perception that anointing 
was for a person who was not 
going to rely on any medical help. 
Here is how we handle the subject 
in the letter we send out with an 
anointed cloth: “The Church does 
not discourage you from seeking 
professional medical advice or 
procedures to address your afflic-

tion, while at the same time look-
ing to God for healing only He 
can give. Doing what we reason-
ably can for ourselves is a biblical 
principle. Just keep in mind that 
ultimately we are in God’s loving 
hands, and that nothing happens 
apart from His perfect will.”

Biblical examples of afflictions 
God healed people of include 
the following: blindness, being 
crippled, issues of blood (hem-

orrhaging) and leprosy. I have 
personally anointed for night-
mares, sleeplessness, back pain, 
headaches, flu, colds, depression, 
hemorrhoids and more.

A question asked by a teen at 
one of our youth camps years ago 
was, Can a person be anointed 
for “mental problems,” or does 
it need to be a “physical” illness? 
That’s a good question coming 
from anyone, especially a youth. 

Christ’s beating and death was a 
complete sacrifice; and healing is 
for the mind, body and spirit (1 
Peter 2:24; Acts 8:7). 

Study the subject of anoint-
ing. It may surprise you to learn 
all of the nuances of this ancient 
practice that is still performed by 
God’s ministers today.  UN

Paul Carter is the pastor of the 
Bakersfield and Stockton, Califor-
nia, congregations.

The Swedish women’s curling team raise their hands in victory after 
winning the gold medal at the 2010 Winter Olympic Games in 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada.
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■ As a single, I 
was suffering from 
a sickness I didn’t 
recognize, but I found 
a solution in Scripture 
that gave me true 
satisfaction.
by Carol Taylor

When I was single, I suffered from 
a malady that made my life misera-
ble.  If you’re single, I wonder if you 
ever suffer from this disease? Are 
you worried that you might never 
find a mate?  Are you discouraged 
that your congregation has too few 
singles to choose from? 

Do you date outside the faith 
because there’s nobody for you 
inside the Church? Do you feel you 
are sort of wasting your time get-
ting to know members who are not 
potential mates?    

These were some of the symp-
toms of my own malady. I could go 
on describing how I judged every 
function’s potential to be a success 
or failure solely on whether there 
were any “interesting” singles there. 
I could tell you how I would look 
around any group and feel imme-
diately depressed when I couldn’t 
spot any singles I thought were 
attractive or even in my age brack-
et. Sound familiar?

Eventually I discovered that 
the disease, of which these are 
all symptoms, is simple self-cen-
teredness—and I had a nice large 
dose of it! If being completely 
consumed with myself had been 
the key to happiness, I’d have 
been extremely happy. But, alas, 
selfishness has one infallible end: 
“For where envy and self-seeking 
exist, confusion and every evil 
thing are there” (James 3:16)

Do you envy married people or 
other singles who seem more “mar-
riageable” than you? Are you con-
fused about how to find a mate and 
what God wants of you as a single 
person? Do you feel like you just 
keep going in circles, beating your 
head against the wall in the whole 
dating scene?  If so, then I rest 
James’ case! Self-seeking is prob-
ably the problem.

Some have a wholly mistaken 
idea that you cannot grow much or 
contribute much or be balanced or 
truly accepted unless and until you 
are married. Yet Paul, Jesus Christ 
and many other great Christian 
men and women were not married 
for all or most of their lives. And 
there are many single people in 
God’s Church who lead exemplary 
lives and are happy and fulfilled.

The Solution
These happy singles have 

undoubtedly found the solution to 
the problem of self-seeking, which 
Paul describes in Philippians 2:4, 
“Let each of you look out not only 
for his own interests, but also for 
the interests of others.” 

What if—instead of trying so 
hard to find a mate for yourself—
you tried to help other singles 
meet their potential mates? What 
if—instead of getting discouraged 
because there’s no one you want 
to date in your congregation—you 
brought singles together for fun and 
fellowship so they wouldn’t feel so 
lonely? What if you stopped always 
thinking about fulfilling your own 
dreams and thought about helping 
others fulfill theirs? 

When you look out for the inter-
ests of others and get your mind 
off yourself, all kinds of wonder-
ful things can happen. There is no 
greater joy than in giving—that’s 
why God Himself gives so much. 
So when you stop trying to get for 
yourself and focus on others’ suc-

cess and happiness, you will be 
happier—guaranteed.

And if your motives for approach-
ing singles of the opposite sex are 
truly altruistic, you will probably 
be more confident and welcomed 
by them. Haven’t you men found 
many a single woman defensive 
when you try to talk to her? That’s 
because your “hidden” motives for 
talking to her aren’t all that hid-
den! But if you approach a single 
because you’re trying to get people 
together as a group, he or she will 
probably be much more receptive. 
You’ll also find you have much 
more confidence when you’re try-
ing to help others.

And if you want to be married 
one day, why not acquire the abso-
lutely essential trait of selflessness 
now? All singles can grow in this 
area in the same way married people 
do—by looking out for the interests 
of others instead of just themselves. 
And you will be far more “eligible” 
if you develop this trait as a single 
person because all married people 
must learn to put another person’s 
needs before their own or their 
marriage won’t succeed. 

Instead of Dating
Do you know singles who do not 

like to date? Provide a safe place for 
them to socialize—a group-orient-
ed setting where everyone can just 
be friends. Do you know singles 
who find meeting people awkward? 
Ask them to join a group outing 
and bring along some of the singles 
they’d like to get to know. Open 
your home for movie nights or pot-
lucks or have small private dinner 
parties where you can help singles 
meet who might not otherwise. 
Make it your job to bring people 
out; to help them feel comfortable; 
to promote friendship and friendly 
discussions.

As an aside: many singles don’t 
like large single activities. Wrong or 
right, they may see them as “meat 
markets” or sizing-up contests. 
However they might like smaller, 
handpicked dinner parties or out-
ings. Everyone doesn’t have to be a 
part of everything. Instead of criti-
cizing some for not joining in, cre-
ate different opportunities for all.

There’s one other benefit from 
helping others in this way. It’s 
quite possible that you could get 

to know someone on a deeper 
level that you didn’t think you’d 
be interested in and find he or she 
is your soul mate. This should not 
be your goal in helping others, but 
it does happen! I know because it 
happened to me! 

I began getting groups together 
simply to have something to do on 
Friday and Saturday evenings; and 
in time, I found the love of my life! 
My husband and I had a very solid 
bond of friendship long before we 
ever dated one-on-one. It led to love 
and a very happy marriage.

Traditional dating is too often 
counterproductive to friendship 
and often leaves a trail of heart-
ache and grief, especially if it has 
led to any kind of intimacy with no 
commitment. Dating one-on-one 
is a perfect setup for rushing into 
romance and intimacy without any 
previous bond or friendship; most 
people wouldn’t actually treat good 
friends the way they do “dates”!

Instead of feeling sorry for your-
self that you aren’t married, or 
dismayed because God hasn’t sent 
your soul mate to you, get proactive 
and try to help others fulfill their 
dreams. I guarantee you that the 
one who will benefit the most will 
be you! 

“If you give, you will receive. 
Your gift will return to you in full 
measure, pressed down, shaken 
together to make room for more, 
and running over. Whatever mea-
sure you use in giving—large or 
small—it will be used to measure 
what is given back to you" (Luke 
6:38, New Living Translation). UN

Carol Taylor is a member in the 
Boise, Idaho, congregation.

The Single Malady

When you look out for the interests of others and get your mind off 
yourself, all kinds of wonderful things can happen. There is no greater 

joy than in giving—that’s why God Himself gives so much.
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edge, understanding and respect 
for Turkish culture and people. 
Another goal of the trip was 
enhancing personal Bible study 
and prayer and better equipping 
people to explain God’s Word to 
others with clarity and enthusi-
asm.

Istanbul
Istanbul is the largest city in 

Turkey and one of the largest cit-
ies in the world, with a popula-
tion of over 12 million. The city 
is rich in history and significant 
as the capital of the Byzantine 
(Byzantium), Roman (Constan-
tinople) and Ottoman (Istanbul) 
Empires. It extends on both sides 
of the Bosporus Strait and is the 
only metropolis in the world that 
is situated on two continents—
Europe and Asia. 

We viewed the famous Chora 
Church mosaics, the Hippodrome, 
Hagia Sophia, Blue Mosque, Top-
kapi Palace, and shopped at the 
Grand Bazaar and Spice Market. 

Some people cut their shopping 
time to see the fascinating cisterns 
built by Justinian below the city. 
In the Archaeology Museum, we 
found significant proofs of the 
Bible, including evidence of the 
Hittites, the altar to the name-
less God mentioned by Paul in 
Acts, a sign warning gentiles not 
to enter the temple in Jerusalem 
and elaborate tiles from the gates 
of Babylon.

Syrian Antioch
Near the border with Syria, 

Antioch served as a base for Paul’s 
ministerial trips and is considered 
important in gentile Christianity. 
Stops included the Archaeological 

“Mosaic” Museum 
and the so-called 
cave church of St. 
Peter in a beauti-
ful green valley in 
the Taurus Moun-
tains.   

Tarsus and 
Cappadocia

We drove in a 
f ive-star coach 
through the beau-
tiful snowy peaks of the Taurus 
Mountains and visited the remains 
thought to be Paul’s home in Tar-
sus and Cappadocia’s incredible 
natural rock formations or “fairy 
chimneys.” These rock houses 
were occupied first by the Hittites 
and later by Christians trying to 
avoid persecution. 

Brave tour participants went 
into an underground city carved 
out of volcanic rock that went 
down 14 stories. On the way to 
Antalya, we stopped in Konya or 
ancient Iconium, where Paul and 

Barnabas preached to the Jews. 
Konya is now a Muslim pilgrim-
age site, famous as the home of 
the whirling dervishes. 

Antalya
The group saw the ancient 

remains of the Pamphylia region 
visited by Paul and Barnabas. 
Remains included the well-pre-
served amphitheater in Aspendos, 
Roman aqueducts, and the city 
Perge (Perga), which is partially 
excavated. We also visited Laodi-
cea, Pamukkale (Hierapolis) and 
the tel of Colossae. Pamukkale’s 

“cotton cas-
tle” land-
scape and 
hot springs 
have been visited since the second 
century B.C., and people are still 
soaking in them. 

Kusadasi
Ephesus is located near the mod-

ern city of Kusadasi and was one 
of the largest cities of the Roman 
Empire. The city contained a large 
New Testament church and was 
home to Paul, Peter and John at 
different times. One column still 

remains of the temple of Artemis, 
one of the seven ancient wonders 
of the world. 

While at Kusadasi, some of the 
tour participants did the optional 
tour of the remains at Pergamum 
while others visited Red Beard’s 
pirate castle and shopped in the 
picturesque Aegean Sea port. 

Ministerial Services is planning 
the next spring education tour to 
Egypt. The itinerary will differ 
from the trip of 2005.  UN 

“Turkey,” continued from page 1

mandate that cannot and will not be 
replaced by any program (Deuter-
onomy 6:5-7).

As director of education programs 
for the Church, I traveled to the meet-
ing to view the program in action fol-
lowing Sabbath services.

 On the fourth Sabbath of each month 
the member families all meet together 
following services and go through a 
review of the monthly education theme. 
The family education theme for the 
month was conflict resolution. 

Mr. and Mrs. Schreiber led the 
families in some role-playing and a 
lively question-and-answer session 
with all family members participat-
ing together. The sessions were well-
attended and the lesson of conflict 
resolution was reinforced for the 
entire family and congregation.

The task force met Saturday eve-
ning for a review by Mr. Register 
of the recent results of the attendee 
survey. Using input from the survey 
trends and comments on youth edu-
cation, the task force developed stra-
tegic plans for the focus of the youth 
education in the Church. 

Following that discussion Mr. and 
Mrs. Schreiber explained the cur-
riculum of the family education pro-
gram developed and implemented 
in the Phoenix Northwest, Northern 
Arizona and Albuquerque congrega-
tions over the past two years.

The program focuses on involving 
the entire family in Christian edu-
cation. The program was developed 
from several different resources to be 

tailored to each congregation’s needs. 
We have found that since congrega-
tions have such a different mix of size 
and demographics, one program can-
not fit all congregations. 

In fact, since each congregation 
is unique in terms of size, resources 
and volunteers, most congregations 
have developed their own curriculum 
using resources from various books, 
Web sites, UCG Sabbath youth les-

sons and creative development by 
local members who have educational 
backgrounds. 

On Sunday the Youth Education 
Task Force met to discuss outcomes 
and future plans. After several hours 
of discussion, the task force con-
cluded that the best way to serve the 
Church is provide a resource center 
where members can go for help, ser-
mons, resources and content. 

We want to include all of the great 
work done by dozens of volunteers in 
developing the Sabbath youth lessons 
during the first 10 years of United 
Church of God. We also want to add 
material from successful programs in 
various congregations. 

We are now in the process of devel-
oping this Web site. Look for future 
announcements regarding the new 
site.  UN

“Youth Education,” continued 
from page 1

Kay and Randy Schreiber lead the discussion on conflict 
resolution (photos by Helen Braman)

The library at ancient Ephesus

Kusadasi’s picturesque Aegean Sea port

Victor Hou, Melvin Rhodes and Dave Register 
sit at the “public office” in ancient Ephesus

Education tour participants take a seat at the amphitheater in Aspendos 
(photos by David Register)
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Minnesota Couple Celebrates 
40 Years of Marriage

Bill and 
Sue Bow-
man of 
the Austin, 
Minneso-
ta, congre-
gation were 
h o n o r e d 
on Dec. 19, 
2009, for 
their 40th 
w e d d i n g 
a n n i v e r -
sary with a 

card and gift certificate for a fine restaurant. 
A beautiful cake was made by Gayle Baylor 
and decorated with red flowers for the Ruby 
Anniversary. There were light snacks, as well 
as coffee and punch after services. The Myers 
Brothers sang special music that Sabbath, 
which made it extra special.

Norma Nelson

Garden Grove Women's 
Weekend Enriches 125 Ladies

A total of 125 enthusiastic ladies aged 14 
to 87 attended the ninth annual Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend Jan. 15 to 17 at the 
beautiful Embassy Suites in Santa Ana, 
California, with the theme “Uniquely You, 
Uniquely Me.”

After Friday night’s dinner and mixer, our 
weekend started in earnest Sabbath morning 
with four inspiring special music selections, 
followed by a theme-related sermon by visit-
ing minister Jim Tuck.

After services, Caty Seiglie, wife of Garden 
Grove pastor Mario Seiglie, welcomed all the 
ladies, and Esther Salcedo gave the theme 
overview followed by analogies of the pot-
ter and the clay given by a potter, Suzanne 
Miller.

After a break, Sylvia Kennedy gave a fun 
and lively presentation on the different per-
sonality types. We learned the differences 
among the personality types and how to 
appreciate and relate to others.

On Sunday morning we heard presenta-
tions from six ladies (Carole Brown, Kerry 
Heesch, Sherie Lopez, Cindy Neumann, 
Kamryn Weis and Maurine Worley) and 
learned about communication among the 

personality types, “love languages” and 
applying what we learned about personality 
types and God’s principles in our lives.

Sunday afternoon Joan Tuck shared 
experiences from moving to different con-
gregations where she and her husband 
served and understanding collective per-
sonalities of congregations. Jean Updegraff 
then shared several remaining aspects of 
this fascinating subject, including showing 
that God used servants of all the main per-
sonality types.

A wonderful spirit, energy and vibrancy 
permeated the weekend as the ladies appreci-
ated meeting friends, enjoying meals together, 
fellowshipping, learning and laughing. 

Jean Updegraff

Michigan Ladies Host Inspiring 
and Relaxing Weekend

On the evening of Jan. 23, a total of 19 
ladies from the Cadillac, Grand Rapids and 
Kalamazoo, Michigan, congregations gath-
ered together for a weekend of inspiration  
and relaxation. 

They enjoyed demonstrations of hand and 
foot massage techniques that were intended 
to promote better health. They also learned 
about balanced foods for balanced moods as 
well as how feeding your body the right foods 
equals a good chemical balance and better 
moods.

The rest of the night was filled with green 
clay facials, moisturizers, laughter and good 
conversation.

After a few hours of sleep, the 
ladies enjoyed a bountiful break-
fast together and then prepared 
themselves for the topics of the 
day. The question-and-answer 
session focused on how to pursue 
peace. Then there was a session on 
dealing with the many changes life 
throws at us. Some  courageous 
women shared powerful examples 
of how God brought them through 
difficult times in their lives. 

The afternoon was loaded with 
presentations on anxiety, worry, 
peace and safety. The weekend 
ended with a wonderful variety of 
desserts, hugs and good-byes.

Helen Dubois

North Texas Men’s Weekend 
Centers on Strengthening 
Masculine Roles

From Friday, Jan. 29, through Sunday, Jan. 
31, 75 men from the north Texas congrega-
tions of the United Church of God met in 
freezing weather at the Bonham State Park 
group lodging facility near Bonham, Texas. 
The weekend was filled with seminars con-
cerned with strengthening the roles of leader-
ship, marriage and friendships.

Britton Taylor, pastor of the Ft. Worth and 
Coleman congregations, gave a Bible study 
titled “Male Leadership, Responsibility or 
Choice,” showing from Scripture what is the 
proper and balanced role of leadership within 
God’s Church.

For the first seminar Doug Horchak asked 
us to compare the training, focus and effort 
we put into our earthly careers with that 
which our Father in heaven has ordained for 
many—the career as husbands and fathers. 
Then the men were asked to fill out job 
descriptions as if they were interviewing for 
the job of a husband.

Ken Treybig, pastor of the East Texas con-
gregations, presented a seminar titled “Male 
Friendship,” which centered on how impor-
tant it is for us to have healthy friendships, 
especially within the body of Christ.

For Sabbath services, Bill Johnson and Mr. 
Taylor gave very encouraging split sermons. 

After sundown, we had a wonderful meal 
together, followed by entertainment of vari-
ous comedy acts, instrumental numbers and 
“manly” singing! And there was plenty of fel-
lowshipping around the campfire outside. 

On Sunday morning Mr. Horchak wrapped 
up the weekend with a discussion of the men’s 
roles as leaders in which we asked ourselves, 
Are we worthy of submission? Do our actions 
as leaders deserve respect? We discussed the 
important things we should take away from 
this unique weekend and the lessons learned 
from time and experience.

Greg Vaughn

Louisville Welcomes Seven 
New Church Members

The Louisville, Kentucky, congregation 
welcomed seven new members on Sunday, 
March 7, 2010. Pastor Mark Winner bap-
tized Matt and Sarah-Beth Beech, Nathan 
and Holly Jines, Damian Rowan, Shelly 
Tribble and Stephanie Wade at a local hotel 
pool. 

The seven repre-
sented a vast spec-
trum consisting of 
those who had no 
previous contact 
or knowledge of 
the Church to 
those who have 
several genera-
tions attending the 
Church of God. 

As many as 54 
family members 
and friends wit-
nessed the bap-
tisms of loved ones 
and later enjoyed 
a celebratory meal 
at the church hall. 

It was a special and joyous occasion for 
everyone involved, made evident by the 
huge smiles and many hugs shared.

Colleen Winner

Going Once! Going Twice! 
SOLD!

March 13, 2010, was a day of fun and 
laughter as the Parkersburg, West Virgin-
ia, and Athens, Ohio, congregations with 
friends from various other congregations 
had their annual spaghetti dinner and auc-
tion.

The evening started with an excellent ser-
mon by special guest speaker David Regis-
ter. Following the service was the wonder-
ful spaghetti dinner made by the ladies of 
the congregation and served to the mem-
bers by the youth. During the dinner hour 
there was a silent auction going on. While 
not the most silent, it was especially fun 
and productive as we sold everything from 
cookies to house decorations.

After the dinner, the main auction was 
held. The auctioneer was the local pas-
tor Bill Jahns. The bidding was incredibly 
funny as the prices rose and everything 
imaginable—from a sacrificed ceramic 
buffalo to a men’s relaxation basket—was 
sold. Those in attendance went back home 
immensely satisfied. 

The proceeds were used to help send the 
local youth to camp as well as to LifeNets 
and to help fund the public Bible lectures 
that the two congregations intend to host in 
the future. Thanks to everyone’s assistance, 
we raised $1,250.

Joshua Travers

Bill and Sue Bowman

Becky Garnant and her daughter Vikkie at the Garden 
Grove Women’s Weekend (photo by Marion Snyder)

Attendees of the North Texas Men’s Weekend (photo by Doug Horchak)

Mark Winner stands with Louisville’s newly baptized brethren
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Saginaw Hosts All-Night 
Lock-In

Spirits were raised but the bread was flat 
for the Third Annual Michigan Church of 
God Family Lock-In held during the Days of 

Unleavened Bread on April 3-4. The Saginaw 
congregation sponsored the lock-in, which 
included Sabbath services, seminars, dinner 

and games at Saginaw Valley State Univer-
sity’s Ryder Center. 

Services were held in the main arena. Dave 
Myers, pastor of the Akron and Youngstown, 
Ohio, congregations, gave the sermon exhort-
ing our young people to remain unspotted by 
the world. 

After services, more than 180 people stayed 
for a chicken dinner and unleavened brownie 
sundaes. The teens and young adults then 
attended a seminar by Mr. Myers titled 
“Don’t Tell Me What to Do!” The men 
learned “How to Deal With Conflict” at a 
seminar presented by Steve Shafer, pastor 
of the Flint and Saginaw, Michigan, congre-
gations. The women attended a seminar on 
wisdom, presented by Pam Myers, while the 
preteens made crafts and discussed the prayer 
of Jabez.

Richard and Diane Beadle led an enthusi-
astic group of all ages in Novelty Olympics. 
Basketball, racquetball and volleyball were 
played throughout the night. A midnight 
snack of nachos, lemonade and popcorn 
fueled other activities, such as singing and 
dancing, board games and fellowship. About 
45 hardy souls remained until the morning.

“We received many positive comments,” 
said Craig Clark, an elder in Saginaw who 
organized the event. “Young people came 
from Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, Ohio, Penn-
sylvania and even one couple from Wyoming! 
We hope to do this again next year.” 

Jeanne Umberfield

Minnesota Youth Awarded 
YMCA Volunteer of the Year

High school 
senior Mer-
edith Erickson 
from Orr, Min-
nesota, was rec-
ognized as 2009 
Volunteer of 
the Year by the 
local YMCA in 
Virginia, Min-
nesota. Mere-
dith is 18 and a 
postsecondary 
student. She 
will graduate this spring from high school 
as well as from college with her associate’s 
degree. Meredith plans on attending UWS 
(University of Wisconsin, Superior) this fall 
to finish her bachelor’s degree in marine/
aquatic biology. She wants to be an ocean-
ographer.  

During these past two years attending 
college, Meredith has also been blessed 
to have secured a part-time job with the 
local YMCA where she has worked as a 
lifeguard, camp counselor and after-school 
program/day care worker. This past year 
when the economy tightened up everyone’s 
budget, Meredith did extra volunteer work 
and donated her time without pay to the 

local YMCA. This award as 2009 Volunteer 
of the Year was a total surprise to both 
Meredith and family. 

Monday, Feb. 22, 2010, Meredith accept-
ed her award at the YMCA’s annual board 
meeting. She was given kind words of genu-
ine praise and gratitude by her supervisors 
and coworkers, making her parents very 
proud of her and providing a fine example 
in the local community. 

Sherry Erickson

Correction
In the March/April 2010 issue of United 

News one headline read “Indianapolis Men 
Treat the Ladies to Potluck.” It should have 
read “Lafayette Men Treat Ladies to Potluck.” 
We apologize for the oversight.

Local Church Updates: If your congrega-
tion’s news and events are rarely covered 
in United News, why not check with your 
pastor and write something for him to send 
in? We’re looking for 100- to 300-word 
articles and photographs with captions. 
Please include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Include 
the author’s and photographer’s names and 
your phone number. Please double-check 
the spelling of names. Please e-mail (pre-
ferred) or give the material to your local pas-
tor to forward to United News.

Announcements
Births

Charles and Abigail Akyigyina of 
Nottingham, England, welcomed a 
daughter to their family on Nov. 29, 
2009, at 6:44 a.m. Anneliese Nana-
Dufie weighed 8.2 pounds. Her 

name means “God is bountiful” or 
“Merciful God.” The Akyigyinas 
also have a son, Johann.

Dan and Jennifer Demarest are 
happy to announce the birth of 
their first child on Nov. 24, 2009, 
at 4:27 a.m. Ella Danielle weighed 
6 pounds even and was 17¼ inch-
es long. Dan and Jennifer reside 
in Orlando, Florida, along with 

first-time grandparents Perry and 
Sharon Harold and grandparents 
for the fifth time Roy and Pauline 
Demarest. Ella has been an answer 
to many prayers; and now that she 
is here, she has received lots of love 
from her family and friends!

Jacob Arthur Fahey was born on 
Dec. 22, 2009, at 10:35 p.m., weigh-
ing 9 pounds 6 ounces and measur-
ing 22 inches long. Jennifer and Bob 
Fahey (and Jacob) attend the Chi-
cago, Illinois, congregation. All are 
doing very well. Jacob is the fifth 

grandchild for Robert and Even-
lyn Fahey, and the 14th for Bonnie 
Griswold. Jacob has grabbed hold 
of life, gaining 6 pounds and adding 
3.5 inches to his stature in the first 
three months!

Jerry and Catherine (Alexander) 
Girard of the Dallas, Texas, con-
gregation, are excited to announce 
the birth of their beautiful daugh-
ter, Elika Rachelle Girard.  Elika 
was born on Oct. 6, 2009, at 12:19 
p.m., weighing 6 pounds 9 ounces 

and measuring 20 inches long. Eli-
ka is the first grandchild for Sherry 
Alexander of the Asheville, North 
Carolina, congregation and the sev-

enth grandchild for Jerry and Lucy 
Girard of San Antonio, Texas.

Gay Mullins of the Asheboro, 
North Carolina, ccongregation 
welcomed a new grandson—her 
eighth—on Dec. 20, 2009. Baby 

Keegan joins big brother Baden 
as the children of Aubrey and 
Jeni Powell (nee Mullins).

Benjamin and Ingrid (Norheim) 
Haworth are happy to announce 

the birth of their first child, 
Esther Louisa. Esther arrived 
Oct. 6, the fourth day of the Feast 
of Tabernacles 2009. She weighed 
5 pounds, 4 ounces and was 18 
inches long. She is the answer to 
many prayers from family and 

friends and is a special delight to 
her parents! The Haworths live 
near Stavanger, Norway.

Patrick and Margaret (Carney) 
Kansa of Lombard, Illinois, are 
pleased to announce the birth of 
their first child, Elizabeth Lydia 
Ann Kansa.  She was born Sat-

urday, Dec. 12, 2009, at 2:09 a.m., 
weighing 8 pounds 9 ounces and 
measuring 21 inches long. The 
Kansa family attends the Chicago, 
Illinois, congregation along with 
proud grandpa, Jack Carney.

Engagements
Aaron and Michelle Dean of 

Gladewater, Texas, and Drew 
and Lydia Trone of Auburn, Cali-
fornia, are pleased to announce 
the engagement of their children, 
Crystal and Joseph.

Crystal and Joe began dating 
after meeting at Camp Hye Sierra. 
Three years later, Joe proposed 
to Crystal at the top of beautiful 
Squaw Valley, California.

Sparks will fly at their wedding 
on July 4, 2010, in Big Sandy, 
Texas.

Robert and Linda de Bakker of 
Blackwater, Queensland, Austra-
lia, are very happy to announce 
the engagement of their daughter, 

Anneliese Akyigyina

Ella Demarest

Jacob Fahey

Elika Girard

Esther Haworth

Elizabeth Kansa

Keegan Powell

Ginny Martin prepares to give Coltin 
Kifer a Cool Whip and plastic spoon 
shave in the final Novely Olympics race

Meredith Erickson

Joe Trone and Crystal Dean
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Amanda, to Daniel Paquette of 
Sherwood Park, Alberta, Canada. 
The wedding is to take place in 
Edmonton before the Feast in Sep-

tember this year. Mandy went over 
to Canada on a working holiday and 
found a lot more than she expected: 
a future husband and a warm new 
family in the Edmonton Church.

Weddings
Don and Camille Ballo of the 

Fort Myers, Florida, congregation 
and Monte and Susan Knudson of 
Phoenix, Arizona, East congrega-
tion are thrilled to announce the 
marriage of their children, Court-
ney Elizabeth Ballo and Rheo 

Montgomery Knudson. The ele-
gant wedding took place Jan. 11, 
2010, in the groom’s hometown at 
the Castle at Ashley Manor. The 
ceremony was performed by local 
minister John Elliott and was wit-
nessed by more than 150 guests. 

The couple now resides in Tempe, 
Arizona, and continues to attend 
the Phoenix East congregation. 

Kim Echols of Newark, Ohio, 
and Scott and Peggy Moss of Berne, 
Indiana, are pleased to announce 
the marriage of their children, 
Dana Michelle Zannetti and Mitch-
ell Ellis Moss. Their wedding took 
place on Sunday, Sept. 6, 2009, in 

Tipp City, Ohio. About 250 of their 
friends and family were there to cel-
ebrate the joyous occasion.

The ceremony was performed 
by Mitchell’s father, Scott, an 
elder serving in the Fort Wayne, 
Indiana, congregation. They are 
living in Cincinnati, Ohio, while 
Mitchell attends ABC.

Anniversaries
Oliver (Bud) and Virginia Barritt 

celebrated their 70th wedding anni-
versary. They were married on Nov. 
24, 1939. Bud is a retired lt. colonel in 
the USMC, having served 28 years. 
He is a veteran of WWII, Korea and 
Vietnam. They live in Norfolk, Vir-
ginia, and Bud is a longtime member 
of the Williamsburg congregation. 
He is a deacon and still serves the 
Church at age 93. A gift basket was 
given in celebration of their years 
together.

Jack and Alice Winn celebrated 
65 years of marriage on Jan. 3. Jack 
and Alice are a deacon and dea-
coness in the local congregation of 
Williamsburg, Virginia. They have 
served God’s people faithfully. A gift 
basket was given to them on behalf 
of the congregation to celebrate and 
thank them for their service.

Obituaries
Barbara Calhoun, 75, of Sand-

ston, Virginia, died Sunday, Jan. 
24, 2010. A longtime member, she 
attended services in Williamsburg, 
Virginia. She is survived by two 
sons, Jeffrey and Ray; a daughter, 

Theresa; two sisters; 12 grandchil-
dren; and  25 great-grandchildren. 
A graveside service was held Jan. 27 
at Washington Memorial Park by 
the pastor of the Williamsburg con-
gregation, Todd Carey. After bat-
tling cancer, she now rests, awaiting 
Christ’s return.

Raymond Gwin Sr. died June 25, 
2009, after a long illness. Services 
were held June 28 with a military 
honor guard in attendance. He was 
a Vietnam veteran and longtime 
member of the Williamsburg, Vir-
ginia, congregation. He is survived 
by his wife, Gail; sons, Bruce, Ray 
Jr. and Andy; seven grandchildren; 
and three brothers. The graveside 
service was conducted by Todd 
Carey.

Johanna Japhet, 70, lost her battle 
with ovarian cancer and died Sun-
day morning, March 28.  Her hus-
band, Ted, was at her side.

Johanna Van de Pol was born and 
raised in Tilburg, Netherlands. In 
1960 she and a close friend moved 
to Ramstein Air Force Base, Ger-

many, to be nannies for two offi-
cers’ families. Shortly after arriving 
there, she met her husband-to-be, 
Ted Japhet. After dating for several 
months, they decided to get married; 
however, the Air Force at the time 
didn’t make it easy for their airmen 
to marry foreign personnel. So after 
trying several different avenues, she 
came to the United States on a very 
short visitor’s visa, and she and Ted 
were married in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, in December 1961.

After their move to Patrick Air 
Force Base in 1966, Ted and Johan-
na were introduced to The Plain 
Truth.  After months of study and 
two visits by area ministers, they 
started attending church in Lake-
land, Florida, in the fall of 1968 and 
were charter members of the Orlan-
do congregation in 1969. They were 
ordained deacon and deaconess in 
the early ’80s and have served the 
Orlando congregation ever since.

Johanna is survived by her hus-
band, Ted; sons, Ken and Bob; and 
daughter, Robin PerMar.  She will 
surely be missed as she waits for her 
resurrection.

Anne Elizabeth Jule’s courageous 
battle with cancer ended on Feb. 2, 
2010, in Kirkland, Washington. Born 
Nov. 19, 1952, to James and Brigitta 
(Gita) Jule in Paris, France, Anne 
is survived by her younger brother, 
Eric; two nieces, Toccara Jule and 
Triana (Peter) Lantz; as well as many 
aunts, uncles and cousins.

Anne grew up in Bellingham, 
Washington. She first learned of 
God’s truth from a friend in high 

school who confidently assured 
Anne that she would see her father 
again! (Anne lost her father to cancer 
when she was just 11 years old.) Anne 
began attending services in Vancou-
ver, British Columbia, Canada, in 
the spring of 1971. Anne attended 
Western Washington University, 
the University of Washington and 
Ambassador College in Pasadena, 

California, ultimately earning her 
master’s degree in education in the 
process. Baptized July 28, 1972, 
Anne began a lifelong commitment 
to God, eventually culminating in 
being ordained a deaconess.

A teacher by vocation, Anne was 
a musical director/performer by avo-
cation. Many will long remember 
her for the musical productions she 
engineered and executed. Anne had 
a gift for bringing people together.

With God as the center of her life, 
Anne built a life of service, vision 
and encouragement to others, often 
visiting widows on her days off and 
hosting many people in her home 
for elegant teas or elaborate dinners. 
A true lady, Anne brought refine-
ment and class to whatever setting 

Jack Clune was a godly, loving, 
compassionate, deep-thinking and 
fun man to all who knew him. He 
was born in Brisbane, Australia, 
on March 3, 1923, and died at the 
age of 86 on May 30, 2009.

Jack’s father died when Jack was 
very young, leaving his mother to 
raise the young family during the 
hard years of the Depression. 

Jack enlisted in the army when 
war broke out in 1939. He fought the 
“War in the Pacific,” serving in the 
Solomon Islands, at Milne Bay and 
in New Guinea, on the infamous 
Kokoda Trail. Throughout his life 
Jack was plagued with nightmares 
and flashbacks of his experiences.

After the war, Jack married Bet-
ty, the love of his life, on March 4, 
1950, and spent a lifetime that was 
overflowing with happiness. 

Jack set about building a posi-
tive future for himself and his 
family. He started out as a brick-
layer; but with the building boom 
that followed the war, he began a 
construction business that created 
many opportunities for others in 
the area. Perfection was Jack’s 
trademark in the building indus-
try, as it came to be in all aspects 
of his life.  

Jack built the one and only 
house he and his family lived in, 
their little love nest with its mil-
lion-dollar view overlooking the 
bay and islands.  

Jack and Betty both began 
attending the Worldwide 
Church of God in 1965. Jack was 
ordained a deacon in the early 
1970s and an elder in 1979. They 
served the brethren and the 
community with encouragement 
and were outstanding examples 
of people who had the mind of 
Christ. Jack gave generously of 
himself to all those around him. 
He and Betty were surrogate  
Dad and Mum to many of the 
youth in the Church. 

Sadly, in the late 1990s Jack’s 
health began to deteriorate with 
Alzheimer’s disease. It was diffi-
cult for him and his family, who 
said goodbye to Jack many years 
before he actually died.  

Jack is now at peace, free from 
the horrors of war that plagued 
this gentle man in his latter years. 
He waits for that time when he 
will hear those much-longed-for 
words, “Well done, my good and 
faithful servant.”

Tribute: Jack Clune

Jack Clune

Rheo and Courtney Knudson

Johanna Japhet

Anne Jule

June Steeves of the Sussex, New 
Brunswick, Canada, congregation 
was a longtime church member, 
as were her husband and parents, 
her father being the late Harold 
Wanamaker. She was born on 
Dec. 7, 1945, and was baptized 
in the spring of 1983 to start her 
journey towards God’s Kingdom. 

June loved to sing and partici-
pated in many Feast choirs. Her 
passions at home were gardening, 
genealogy, her grandchildren and 

great-granddaughter. She truly 
loved to serve God’s people. She 
was a wonderful wife, mother, 
grandmother, great-grandmother, 
daughter and friend. No matter 
where she went, she went with a 
smile and encouraging word. She 
truly did her job in serving God. 
June had a servant’s heart and her 
life was a light to all she knew.

In business, June had been a 
troubleshooter for Co-op Atlan-
tic and was also a manager for 
local co-op stores. Later, she was 
an area supervisor for Canada 
Facts before retiring due to illness 

in 2004. She also enthusiastically 
served the Good News magazine 
waiting room program by phon-
ing reception offices in the Mari-
times. June and Gary had moved 
to Toronto in August of 2008 
while awaiting the possibility of a 
double lung transplant. She made 
many friends at the hospital and 
in the Toronto church while she 
prepared for treatment. Sadly, her 
health deteriorated after a wait of 
15 months. 

June died Nov. 10, 2009. She is 
survived by her husband, Gary; 
her children, Virginia and Dar-

ren; and her mother, Clara Wana-
maker.

Tribute: June Steeves

June Steeves

Daniel Paquette and Amanda 
de Bakker

Mitch and Dana Moss
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she found herself in and motivated 
those around her to take the moral 
high ground.

Our dear brother and fellow 
laborer, Charles Kisembo died Feb. 
16, 2010. His life had become devot-
ed to serving the Church ever since 
his baptism in Kampala, Uganda, in 
2003. He grew rapidly and eventual-
ly helped UCG with its registration 
as well as helping spread the gospel 
in the area. 

He was instrumental in establish-
ing a small congregation in the capi-
tal city of Kampala. God’s hand was 
obvious in developing Charles as a 
spiritual leader. John Elliott, senior 
pastor for East Africa, recently felt 
prepared to give him more respon-
sibility in his country, and Charles 
was devoted to all aspects of it. 

He had many ideas for advertising 
The Good News magazine and book-
lets. As a result of his suggestions, in 
2008 the home office began running 
Google advertising in Uganda to 
increase the subscriber list in hopes 
of reaching any whom the Father 
may be drawing. Throughout all 
this, Charles became a beloved col-
league and friend. 

Throughout this time, compli-
cations from a diabetes condition 
gradually increased until he reported 
problems with a kidney during a hos-

pital visit. That condition suddenly 
escalated and ultimately resulted in 
kidney failure. Kenyan pastor Anto-
nio Ndung’u sent an SMS message 
alerting us of his untimely death. 
Mr. Ndung’u rushed to Uganda by 
overnight bus to conduct Charles’ 
funeral in his family’s village. 

How sudden a precious life can 
end, leaving a huge hole in the lives 
of others! Yet Charles’ life is typical 
and representative of so many oth-
ers in the faith. We are devoted, pas-
sionate and yet frail in our human-
ity. It is only through Christ that our 
fleeting existence will have a lasting 
purpose. 

Charles was a precious brother in 
the Body of Christ. One day Ugan-
dans will realize that there was once 
one of their own who did all he 
could to bring them the good news 
that they, too, can have life in the 
Kingdom of God.

Margo Logsdon, a member of 
the St. Paul, Minnesota, congrega-
tion, died March 9, 2010, at the age 
of 73.  

Margo was born and grew up in 
Decorah, Iowa, where her mother, 
Nancy, had a beauty shop. Even 
though Margo did not have broth-

ers or sisters and she remained single 
during her lifetime, she had a love 
for children. When a friend from 
Church would bring her two grand-

daughters over to her apartment, she 
loved to share with them the pictures 
she had from when she grew up on 
her grandfather's farm and of her 
horse-riding days. 

Margo was independent most of 
her life and lived alone until last July 
when she had a stroke that required 
nursing home care until her death. 
She will be missed.

Laura Patterson, 79, of Oakland, 
California, died Jan. 15 of a severe 

stroke. Laura taught school for 
35 years in Karnack, Texas, and 
served three years as a librarian 
before retiring in 1986. Laura was 
a longtime member of the Church, 
living first in East Texas and later 
in Oakland. She will be remem-
bered as a gracious, kind lady who 
served faithfully even in times of 
difficulty. 

Laura is survived by her hus-
band of 29 years, Arthur Patter-

son; daughter, Oreeda; son, Gard-
ner Howard and daughter-in-law, 
Deidra; three granddaughters; and 
one grandson. A memorial service 

was held in Oakland on Jan. 23 and 
was conducted by church elders, 
Rex Spears, Mark Rorem and 
Doug Bosshart. Laura was interred 
in Palestine, Texas.  

Orin “Cotton” Waller died Jan. 
25, 2010, two days short of his 88th 
birthday. He was born Jan. 27, 1922, 
in New Hope, Arkansas, and served 
in the U.S. Navy in the South Pacific 
during World War II. After return-
ing home, he worked in road con-
struction and maintenance, operat-
ing heavy equipment. 

He is survived by his wife of 54 

years, Idell (Garner) Waller; five 
children, Olla Martisek, Sharon 
Alphin, Wayne Waller, Dan Waller 
and Amy Bagget; nine grandchil-
dren and eight great-grandchildren. 
His widow and a grandson, Wesley 
Houldridge, attend services in Rus-
ton, Louisiana. 

Mr. Waller was baptized in 1982 
and was also a skilled farmer. He 
and his wife generously shared fresh 
vegetables and farm produce with 
the Church members. Mr. Waller 
will be greatly missed by God’s peo-
ple who knew and loved him. Ken 
Treybig conducted the graveside ser-
vice for him outside Junction City, 
Arkansas, on Jan. 27, 2010.

Announcements: Members are wel-
come to submit announcements of the 
births, engagements, weddings, signifi-
cant anniversaries (25, 40, 50, 60, etc.) 
and obituaries in their families. Please 
include a self-addressed envelope if 
you would like photos returned. Most 
items are 50 to 100 words and should 
not exceed 250 words. Please e-mail 
(preferred) or give them to your local 
pastor to forward to United News.

Margo Logsdon

Laura Patterson

Orin Waller

José Mauricio Armando Pinto  
Castro was born in 1944 in Santa 
Ana, El Salvador. As a youth, he 
began reading the Bible. Years later 
he found a coupon in a Reader’s 
Digest and requested The Plain 
Truth magazine. Later on he began 
attending Sabbath services together 
with a very small group and was 
baptized in 1975.

On Oct. 10, 1976, he married 
Maria Escarle. Four years later their 
only child, Alida Beatriz, was born. 
He was a dedicated father, careful 
in the education of his daughter. 

Beginning in 1977, he began 
traveling all over Guatemala to 
visit Plain Truth subscribers. It 
was during this time that Gua-
temalan brethren began to visit 
El Salvador, and for many years 
the Pinto family served as host 
to the first families that formed 

the Church in Guatemala. Begin-
ning in 1981, Mr. Pinto began to 
travel to Honduras, taking care 
of the congregations in San Pedro 
Sula and Tegucigalpa. On Dec. 10, 
1988, he was ordained an elder by 
regional director Leon Walker. 

His trips to Guatemala ended 
in early 1990 when Saul Langarica 
began to pastor the congregation 
there. Starting in 2006 he worked 
full-time with the congregations of 
San Salvador and San Sebastián. 
During that time, he was able 
to obtain the legal status for the 
United Church of God in El Sal-
vador. His unconditional service, 
the incentive and love manifested 
in his teachings and the care for 
everyone in the areas in which he 
ministered, were always evident. 

An enthusiast of various artis-
tic expressions, Mauricio used 
to interpret small musical scores 
for flute and clarinet. For many 
years he directed the choir and 

singing groups. He had a passion 
for music, enjoyed good movies, 
painted and also was an inte-
rior designer and decorator. In 
his youth he practiced mountain 
climbing and knew how to orient 
himself by the stars. 

He liked to investigate the uni-
verse and read stellar maps. He 
was an avid reader of renowned 
authors and thinkers, having 
accumulated a small but valu-
able collection of selected books. 
He enjoyed the company of fam-
ily and friends, good food and 
enriching conversations.

In 2009 Mauricio was diag-
nosed with an aggressive cancer-
ous tumor in his stomach. After 
an operation, he began to feel bet-
ter and was able to attend weekly 
services. A month afterwards he 
went to the Feast of Tabernacles 
with his wife, daughter, son-in-
law and grandson. Groups of 
friends came over to visit, includ-

ing a couple from Australia who 
wished to meet him since they had 
listened to his sermons and want-
ed to thank him for his teachings. 
Members from Mexico, the Unit-
ed States and Central America 
dropped by every day to visit, talk 
to him, encourage him and share 
this time of happiness. He was 
always ready to receive them with 
love, esteem and joy, even though 
he became very tired. 

Mauricio died on Jan. 14, 2010.

Tribute: Mauricio 
Pinto

Mauricio Pinto

Harold “Hal” Calvin Wil-
liams was born on May 21, 1927, 
in Sheridan, Wyoming. Hal was 
one of five sons born to Mildred 
Krout and Justin H. Williams. Hal 
grew up on his parents’ Wyoming 
farm and was quite an athlete in 
his high school and college years, 
playing football and participating 
in track and field, with pole-vault-
ing—on a bamboo pole—being his 
specialty. Later in life, he took up 
golf and became quite proficient, 

“shooting his age” consistently and 
playing at least once a week until 
his health prevented it.

Hal graduated from San Fran-
cisco State University with a 
teaching degree and later served 

in the Korean conflict. In 1955 
Hal met the woman who would 
become his wife, Thea Mumbauer. 
They were married in Reno on 
July 4, 1956, a union that lasted 
nearly 54 years.

Hal spent most of his working 
life as a food broker, working for 
Kraft and Del Monte for nearly 
40 years. Hal and Thea raised two 
sons, Michael and Dean.  

Hal and Thea were servants in 
God’s Church for many years in 
California. Hal was ordained a 
deacon in San Jose in 1968 and 
ordained an elder in 1970. The 
Williams have been residents of 
Placer County for 33 years. 

Hal was a talented vocalist. 
He loved to sing. Just out of 
college he was a member of a 
semiprofessional theater group 
in San Francisco. Hal shared 

his love of music in talent/vari-
ety shows, special music, choirs 
and as a soloist. He was particu-
larly fond of singing selections 
from Fiddler on the Roof. Hal 
also served as the treasurer of 
the Sacramento congregation for 
many years. 

Hal was a skilled speaker and 
teacher, delivering sincere and 
thought-provoking messages and 
providing a kind and compassion-
ate ear for counseling and encour-
aging the brethren. He and Thea 
were an integral part of the con-
gregation and were well known 
and well loved. He will be sorely 
missed.

Several weeks before he died, it 
became clear that Hal had some 
serious issues with his heart. His 
energy levels began to dwindle, 
and he was forced to give up his 

weekly golf outing. On Monday 
morning, Feb. 15, Hal died peace-
fully at his home in Loomis. He is 
survived by his wife, Thea; oldest 
brother, Don (of Reno, Nevada); 
his sons, Michael (of Loomis, 
California) and Dean and his wife, 
MaryBeth (of Portland, Oregon); 
and two granddaughters, Baylei 
and Paytyn.

Tribute: Hal 
Williams

Hal Williams

Charles Kisembo



Zambia: Suzanne Lavaty and 
Elizabeth Cannon.

Applications are still being 
accepted for the project in Kenya 
in December. Go to http://www.
ucgyouthcorps.org for project 
information and application forms.

Doug Horchak

Space Available for ABC 
Continuing Education

Ambassador Bible Center is plan-
ning a continuing education semi-
nar June 7 to 11 at the home office. 

There is still room available for 
anyone who would like to attend. 
Tuition for the five-day program is 
$50 per person or $75 per couple, 
and this will cover handouts, other 
costs and lunch each day. Make 
checks payable to United Church of 
God. Participants will be accepted 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
until all spots are filled.

For more information, contact 
David Johnson at david_johnson@
ucg.org. 

David Johnson

Kansas City July 4 
Weekend Update

The June 1 deadline to regis-
ter and pay the $100 deposit for 
the Kansas City July 4 singles’ 
weekend is fast approaching. The 
final 10 spots will go to the next 
10 singles who register and pay 
their deposit.  

We have added a new activity 
for those arriving early on Friday.  
A free factory tour of the Kan-
sas City Harley-Davidson plant is 
planned for around 1 p.m. on Fri-
day. We encourage all those who 
can arrive early for this activity to 
please do so.

For more details on this event, 
visit our Web site: http://kc2010.
org or contact Ruben Gusman at 
rubenkc@aol.com.

Ruben Gusman

Orange County Bash 
2010, July 15-18

The young adults and teens 
of the Garden Grove, Califor-
nia, invite you to the fifth O.C. 
Bash. Once again we will enjoy 
fun in the sun and fellowship on 
the beautiful coast of Southern 
California. 

In past years we have had a 
blast at our beach activities and 

have had a spiritually fulfilling 
time with people of like mind. 
Being immersed in this beautiful 
paradise with God’s people will 
really give you a glimpse into the 
future Kingdom of God. Activi-
ties include a beach bonfire, gym 
night, special presentation by ABC 
alumni, farewell dance and much 
more. We will be looking forward 
to seeing you on the beaches of 
Orange County this summer!  

The deadline to register is June 
20, 2010. For more information, 
please contact Aaron Weis at 

(714) 316-6702 or at aaronweis@
yahoo.com, Donnie Weis at (714) 
717-4875 or at smsj15@gmail.com, 
or DeAnn Weis at (714) 717-0086 
or at Luky2binhb@yahoo.com.

Aaron Weis

Sixth Annual Houston 
Music Festival, Sept. 5

The Sixth Annual UCG Hous-
ton Music Festival will be held on 
Sunday, Sept. 5, 2010, Labor Day 
weekend, at 20737 Broze Rd., Hum-
ble, Texas. The festival will begin at 
10 Sunday morning and should be 
over at 7:30 p.m. Last year approx-
imately 300 people, including 38 
musicians, enjoyed a full day of 
rock, folk, country and blues music 
while visiting and relaxing.     

A large canopy will be built over 
the stage and half of the lawn to 
provide shade.  Attendees are wel-
come to assemble their own cano-
pies north of the sound control 
booth.  Local brethren will bring 
extra lawn chairs for visitors.  

Out-of-town musicians can use 
stage equipment provided by local 
musicians, including a drum set, 
amplifiers, keyboards, congas, 
bongos, timbales, microphones and 
monitors.  

Musicians interested in partici-
pating in the Houston Music Fes-
tival 2010 should contact David 
Buchanan at BuchananEnviron-
mental@embarqmail.com (please 
use Subject: Houston Music Festi-
val to avoid deletion of your corre-
spondence) or by telephone at (281) 
852-2438.  

Song lists and set length must 
be submitted no later than July 
30. To avoid redundancy, songs 
will be approved on a first-come, 
first-served basis. Musicians must 
be members or attending one of 
the Sabbath-keeping Churches of 
God (exceptions will be made for 
nonmember musicians in a backup 
role). 

All musicians must conform 
to Church standards for dress, 
grooming and conduct. As always, 
we ask musicians to be careful to 

select music that is appropriate for 
a Church activity.  

There is no fee to enter the festi-
val. Our concessions stand will sell 
food, drinks and snacks to help 
cover expenses; however, dona-
tions will be accepted and funds in 
excess of expenses will be donated 
to the local congregation fund. 

Hotel accommodations may be 
found in Humble, Texas, approxi-
mately five minutes from the church 
building. There will be no rainout; 
in the event of rain musicians will 
perform on the auditorium stage.

David Buchanan

Wild Game Cookbook 
Available for Purchase

The Loveland, Colorado, con-
gregation still has copies available 
of the wild game cookbook that 
was offered last year. The cost is 
$18, payable to Northern Colorado 
Church of God. All profits will go 
to the camp scholarship fund. Ques-
tions may be addressed to Tammie 
Pearce, (970) 308-4220, or you may 
e-mail her at dr.pearce@heska.
com. Orders may be sent to 617 N. 
1st St., Johnstown, CO 80534.

Larry Neff

Calendar of Events
May 16: ABC graduation at the 

home office in Milford.
May 23: Feast of Pentecost.
June 12-13: Tampa Bay Family 

Weekend, http://st-petersburg.
ucg.org.

June 27-July 4: Camp Woodmen, 
Alabama.

July 4: Kansas City Singles’ 
Weekend, http://kc2010.org.

July 4-11: Camp Hye Sierra, 
California.

July 4-11: Camp Carter, Texas.
July 9-11: Northwest summer social 

and picnic, Seattle, Washington.
July 15: O.C. Bash, Aaron Weis 

(714) 316-6702 or aaronweis@
yahoo.com.

July 25-Aug. 1: Northwest Camp, 
Oregon.

■ UCG Web Presence Expands
On May 5, Internet managing editor 
Aaron Booth reported the following 
exciting stats for UCG Web activity:
12,552 total Facebook fans. 
3,566 total Twitter followers.
135 Bible FAQs posted. 
455,632 Bible FAQs views.
505 videos posted on YouTube.
1,088,354 video views on YouTube. 
183 e-mail campaigns (This Is the Way, 
UCG Weekly Update, GN Newsletter, WNP 
E-news) sent. 
330,010 clicks to our Web sites generated by e-mail 
campaigns. 

Featured Link
■ Inside United: Realtime
http://realtimeunited.wordpress.com

Get important, 
late-breaking 
and up-to-date 
information from 
senior management 
personnel of the 
United Church of 
God, an International 
Association.

If you have questions or comments, 
please contact: webmaster@ucg.org
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Continued from page 2

News
At a Glance

Periodicals Postage Paid 
at Milford, Ohio, and at  
additional mailing offices

Congratulations! We would like to feature the 2010 high 
school graduates in the July United News. Please take a few 
minutes to answer these questions and send a photograph 
by June 9, 2010. 
1. Graduate’s Name
2. Parents’ Names
3. Congregation and Pastor’s Name
4. High School Accomplishments
5. Church Activities/Hobbies/Interests (tell a little bit about yourself)
6. Plans After Graduation
7. Additional Comments (favorite quote, favorite scripture, motto, advice, etc. Please iden-

tify which it is, so we don’t think your advice is your motto, etc.)
Also include your phone number or e-mail address to use to confirm spellings, etc. (They 
will not be printed.) Please send with a recent photo (conforming with biblical standards of 
dress and hair length) of the graduate by June 9.

By e-mail to: Elizabeth_Cannon@ucg.org. 
By mail to: United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.
We reserve the right to edit for clarity and length; 250-word maximum length. Thanks!

Attention Graduating Seniors and Parents 
   Send Us Your Bios !


