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ABC Doubles as Second Year Begins
The second year of the

Ambassador Bible Center (ABC)
is set to begin with nearly twice
the number of students as the
first. At press time 51 students
had been accepted, though a few
had informed the staff that they
wouldnÕt be able to make it this
year, putting the number in the
mid 40s. Last year 24 students
attended.

ÒWeÕve added a new sound
system to reach the larger class
and we have to add more student
tables,Ó said Gary Antion, ABC
coordinator and admissions offi-
cer. ÒWe have the capabilities of
recording now through the sound
system. We are planning to make
Dick ThompsonÕs Gospels class
available to the churches.Ó

The year will begin with an
orientation on Sunday, January 7,
with classes starting at 8:30 the
next morning. The theme of the
orientation is ÒTruth Is Precious,Ó
following in the footsteps of the
first century Christians in the 21st
century. The refreshments and
decorations will have a Middle
Eastern theme. ÒWe have invited
a number of the alumni who are
in the local area to attend to help
the students become oriented and
befriend the class of 2001,Ó said
Mr. Antion.

ÒWeÕre very pleased with the
quality of the applicants,Ó said
Ralph Levy, academic officer and
registrar. ÒThey are mostly
young, intelligent, energetic and
they are concentrated mostly in
their 20s, although we have some
retirees.Ó

ÒThe entire class has
a good mix, but it is over-
all younger people in their
20s, a few young married
couples, as well as an
older couple and some
older individuals which

should add to the maturity and
stability of the class,Ó Mr.
Antion said.

The largest group of stu-
dents is from Oregon, with 10
accepted, along with five from
Ohio, four from Indiana and
others from across the United
States. Applicants were also
accepted from the Philippines,
South Africa and the United
Kingdom, though student visas
are still not possible this year.

Students overcame various
obstacles to attend this year,
including one young man whose

application was lost. ÒHe perse-
vered and now he is here,Ó said
Mr. Antion.

ABC will end with graduation
on August 5. ÒWe invite anyone
who is interested to contact us about
ABC in 2002,Ó Dr. Levy said. UNUN

Council Meets in Tyler, Texas
by Doug Johnson

The Council of Elders began
the last round of meetings for the
year 2000 on December 6 in Tyler,
Texas, by hearing operational

reports from the president, treasurer
and manager of Ministerial
Services. They then plunged into
updates on the task force meetings
with the Church of God, a Christian
Fellowship (CGCF), followed by
deliberations on a policy for admin-
istering the ChurchÕs teaching on
divorce and remarriage. Chairman
Roy Holladay welcomed visitors
including the president of CGCF,
Larry Salyer.

President Les McCullough
made his report to the Council,

beginning with an update on the
Ambassador Bible Center. At that
time 47 students had been accepted
for the 2001 academic year. Ages of
those accepted this year range from
19 to 72, with most under the age of

35. A few internationals
may be able to be accept-
ed this year, in cases
where the difficulty of
obtaining a student visa
can be overcome. One
case involves the son of
one of the Philippine
elders, who may be able
to come on a religious
workerÕs visa to help with
the Philippine mail opera-
tion in Cincinnati while
attending ABC part-time. 

Mr. McCullough
stressed that 2000 has
been Òa very encouraging

yearÓ in the work of the Church.
Treasurer Tom Kirkpatrick

told the Council that, based on
present trends (in Church income
and national economic health), the
Church should finish the fiscal
year on June 30, 2001, with a
modest excess of income over
budgeted expenses, to the tune of
just over 3 percent of the $15.7
million budget. 

Church reserves remain
steady at just over $4 million, and

Church of God, a Christian
Fellowship (CGCF) president Larry
Salyer, CGCF task force chairman
George Meeker and CGCF elder
Frank McCrady, Jr. and Mrs.
McCrady attended the UCG
Council of Elders meeting
December 6. Discussion centered
on the most recent meeting of the
task forces November 19 and 20.

Mr. Holladay, as chairman of
the UCG task force, gave an
overview of the results of the meet-
ings. As he characterized it, Òmost
of our meeting revolved around tak-
ing what we had discussed the first
time, going back, and making some
very practical recommendations on
where do we go from hereÓ (see the
article, page 1, December issue).

Mr. Meeker said, ÒI think we

had established [such] a rapport
among ourselves, that I donÕt know
if you could improve on it, reallyÉ.
I actually feel as comfortable with
you...as I do with anybody in our
own ministry. My observation is
that when youÕre looking at some-
body, and talking with somebody,
that itÕs hard to continue any kind of
resentmentÉI think weÕve pretty
well established that sense of rap-
port. The problem now is to get that
throughout both groupsÑall the
way throughout.Ó

Mr. Holladay then asked Mr.
Salyer to speak to the Council, out-
lining the challenges as he sees
them. Some of the members of
CGCF hold certain perceptions
about United, and no doubt vice
versa. Mr. Salyer stressed his sup-

port for the work and con-
clusions of the task forces,
but pointed out his concern
that the work of reconcilia-
tion must begin with the
respective ministries first,
before we ask the brethren
of both fellowships to move
forward.

Mr. Salyer feels that
most doctrinal issues have
been resolved. He sees three
areas to address as we move for-
ward: Clarification on particular
doctrines (nature of God, for exam-
ple); explanations of UCGÕs stan-
dards for ministerial qualifications
and/or credentialing; and past hurts
and offenses.

All agreed that it would be
helpful to expand the discussions

between the two organizations
beyond the task force level. The
Council and those present from the
CGCF agreed to explore the possi-
bility of a meeting of the CGCFÕs
Executive Council and the UCGÕs
Council of Elders. Mr. McCullough
stated, ÒIÕm all for it. I think itÕs a
natural next step.Ó UNUN
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Ryan Foster around December
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South Africa

CGCF Leaders Meet With UCG Council of Elders

(See ÒCOUNCIL,Ó page 7)

George Meeker and Larry Salyer of the
CGCF at UCG Council meeting December 6

Les McCullough makes presentation to the
Council of Elders (photo by Peter Eddington)
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Since the November issue of United
News ran a Q&A column addressing a
question about the correct date for
Pentecost in 2001, we have received a
variety of follow-up questions via regular
and e-mail. While itÕs not possible or fea-
sible to address all of them here, we want
to provide you with some additional infor-
mation.

Some of our readers have assumed
that the UCGIA is merely acting upon
what was studied and published by the
Worldwide Church of God on the subject
in the mid-1970s. Others thought that the
column was presenting a new teaching
about counting Pentecost. The column
wasnÕt based upon old information, nor
did it present a new teaching. Rather, it
was based upon a 19-page United Church

of God Doctrinal Study Paper titled
ÒPentecost and Its Observance.Ó 

The study paper is not merely the
republication of old research. To the con-
trary, a doctrinal team commissioned by
the Council of Elders researched the sub-
ject thoroughly. Additionally, the team did
a full review of previously written materi-
al along with recent submissions. Their
conclusions were reported to the Council,
which subsequently approved and distrib-
uted the entire Doctrinal Study Paper to all
UCGIA elders in September 1997. 

Some of our readers have sent
research that they think the UCGIA should
take into account. As the study paper out-
lines, all available credible research was
already taken into consideration by the
team during its research and review

process. The studyÕs conclusions did not
alter how the Church of God has counted
and observed Pentecost for the past few
decades. 

We donÕt want this additional informa-
tion to generate hundreds of requests for the
study paper, but we want to respond to all
questions about the subject of Pentecost
observance. The paper is not formatted for
general distribution, but rather was intend-
ed to serve as a resource for our ministry.
Anyone who would like to read the study
paper in its entirety may borrow or obtain a
copy from any UCGIA elder. If you do not
attend a United Church of God congrega-
tion, please contact our home office at:
United Church of God, P.O. Box 541027,
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027.

Cecil E. Maranville

by Herbert Cisneros

It has been some 20 years now since I
pastored the members in Guatemala,
Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama, besides
those in El Salvador. As the years passed and
for several reasons, I had not visited in
Nicaragua during this time. Briefly, I would
like to tell what has happened in Nicaragua
during these intervening years. Before the
Sandinista guerrillas took over, there were
three baptized members in the country. In
addition, there were several people who were
interested and many subscribers to the
ChurchÕs publications.

By 1981, of the three baptized members
in Nicaragua, two had moved to Costa Rica

because of the wretched economic and social
conditions in their homeland. (For example,
in order to buy a replacement roll of toilet
paper, one first had to present the empty card-
board spool from the old roll.) The third
member who stayed behind in Nicaragua suf-
fered severe emotional trauma.

Beginning in 1983, another minister
began to serve the brethren in Costa Rica,
Panama and Nicaragua, and I continued to
take care of the churches in Guatemala,
Honduras and El Salvador. During all these

years, apart from the governmentÕs war with
the Contras, which was covered by the news
media, I knew nothing of the sufferings of the
Nicaraguans themselves.

In 1995, two members baptized in
Canada moved to Nicaragua. These two
believed, as did many others, that conditions
in the Church were continuing on an even
keel. For some three years they lived under a
cloud of uncertainty, although occasionally
hearing reports and witnessing conduct (by
members) that appeared to them to be some-
what strange. During these years, these two
individuals, the Kohlers, got to know the
original Nicaraguan member who had
remained in the country.

In 1998 during the Feast of Tabernacles
in Antigua, Guatemala, I had the opportunity
to meet Apolonia Kohler, one of the members
who had moved from Canada to Nicaragua.
According to her husband, Otto, Mrs. Kohler
attended the Feast specifically to prove
whether or not certain rumors she had heard
about doctrinal changes in our former associ-
ation were true. During that particular Feast
she was able to learn more about the changes
that had taken place, but she was somewhat
skeptical.

Time passed and Mrs. Kohler decided to
keep the Feast of Tabernacles 2000 with us in
El Salvador. At this Feast I had the opportu-
nity to talk with her at length about what had
happened. You can well imagine the tears of
frustration and helplessness she shed upon
learning the deception had come from such a
totally unexpected source. It was during these
discussions that we decided I would visit
them in Managua since she had already told
me there were others who met with them on
the Sabbath.

I undertook this trip in mid-December of
2000, unaware of the surprises that lay in
store for me. Thus, after an absence of 20
years and in the midst of a tropical storm, I

returned to Nicaragua wanting to discover
first hand what God had in mind for this
country. On the Sabbath of December 16
with unbounded joy I again met the remain-
ing original member in NicaraguaÑYadira
P�rez Hidalgo, a lady whom I had baptized in
1980. She, in spite of the confusion caused by
some of those blinded by the changes, held
on firmly to the truths she had learned. I was
also able to visit again with a gentleman
whom I had been counseling for baptism
some 20 years before. This man, Juan de
Dios Baltodano Vargas, anchored himself to
the truths he had learned and held on, and
God protected him during the confusion.

In addition to the Kohlers, Mrs. P�rez
and Mr. Baltodano, I was also able to meet
with others, some of whom I had known pre-
viously; others, I had not. For example: two
were brothers of Mrs. Kohler; then there was
Mariza, the KohlersÕ daughter, and MarizaÕs
fianc�. Also, there was David, Yadira P�rezÕs
son, whom I had held in my arms when he
was barely 2 years old, and a man named
Ram�n Morales Fern�ndez. There were two
other young ladies present at the meeting
whom I did not know. Besides the adults,
there  were also five children present, for a
total of 18 persons in attendance on the
Sabbath of December 16.

All these people are simple, humble folk
not blessed with material wealth, as is the
case of most in this area of the world. I did
note the desire of some of them to continue
learning the eternal truths of God as inspired
in the Bible.

What about the future? According to
how God blesses His Church, I will be taking
care of and serving those who have decided
to escape from error, hold fast to the truths
learned in previous years and strengthen
themselves through being fed by the Church
today. I am ready to do the same for others
who want to begin to learn these truths. UNUN

Q&A: Pentecost Follow-Up

Conchita and Herbert Cisneros
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The work of the Church in German-
speaking areas continues to develop.
The July/August issue of the Gute
Nachrichten magazine (the German
Good News) was mailed to 2,983 sub-
scribers in early August, a 1.3 percent
increase over the previous issue.

The September/October issue was
mailed to 2,937 subscribers in late
September, a 1.5 percent
decrease from the previous issue.
The lead article, ÒWhat Is the
Millennium?Ó, was written by
UCG-GermanyÕs editorial person-
nel and keyed on the selection of
the word Millennium as the
German-language Òword of the
yearÓ for 1999, along with the
Hannover WorldÕs Fair and its
futuristic theme park.

The November/December issue
was mailed to 2,998 subscribers at the
end of November, a 2.1 percent increase
over the previous issue. The lead article,
ÒThe Search for Peace: The UN-
Millennium Summit 2000,Ó was written
by UCG-GermanyÕs editorial personnel
and keyed on the United Nations
Millennium summit meeting, held in
September in New York.

Renewal Programs
With its renewal programs and

advertising efforts, UCG-Germany met
its goal of maintaining a subscription list
of approximately 3,000 readers during
the year 2000.

So far this year a total of 1,434 Gute
Nachrichten subscribers have been
asked to renew their subscription. The
overall response, using a one-letter-only
renewal system, has been 33.8 percent.

UCG-Germany uses a two category
renewal system. Those subscribers who
do not order any literature during their
first year of receiving Gute Nachrichten
are asked to renew at the end of this peri-
od. So far during 2000 there have been
1,024 subscribers in this category. The
renewal rate for this group is 25.9 percent.

Those readers who order literature
during the first year of their subscription
are renewed automatically. The first
group of these subscribers, now at the
end of their second year of receiving the
magazine, received a renewal letter in
July. Since then 410 of these subscribers
have been renewed. The response rate
for this group of subscribers is 53.4 per-
cent.

Subscriber Comments
A number of subscribers made com-

ments on their renewal cards:
ÒI have found many helpful

thoughts in the Gute Nachrichten maga-
zine and want to thank you for sending it
to me regularly.Ó M�lheim

ÒI am enthusiastic about your maga-
zine, and I recommend it to other people.
I have given your address to people in
W�rttemberg and Leipzig.Ó Schwelm

ÒThank you for your magazine. It is
well designed and infor-
mative. Many articles are
especially worth read-
ing.Ó Bocholt

ÒYour magazine is
very good, I would not
want to miss it. The arti-
cle about getting along
with your brothers and
sisters really impressed
me.Ó Wuppertal

ÒThank you for
sending me your maga-

zine. I am impressed by its design and
the content. Keep it up!Ó Oberhausen

ÒThank you very much for your
wonderful magazine. I look forward to
receiving each issue.Ó Bad Aibling

Promotions
Advertising efforts have kept the

subscription list of the Gute Nachrichten
near the 3,000 level. During the year
2000, 991 responses were received from
a print ad in the health food magazine
Schrot & Korn at a cost of US$5.06 per
response. A special insert card used in
the March issue of this magazine result-
ed in 564 responses at a cost-per-
response of $3.75. As of the end of
November there had been 422 responses
received from the fall print ad campaign
in the health food magazine reform
rundschau, at a cost per response of
$9.62. Lastly, advertising brochures dis-
tributed by members have brought 134
responses at a cost per response of
$8.83.

Holy Days
At UCG-GermanyÕs invitation,

UCG elder Matt Fenchel, a home office
employee, visited Germany for
Pentecost. Mr. Fenchel spoke in
G�nzburg, Bavaria, at a combined ser-
vice for the Munich and Stuttgart
churches. On the next day, Monday (a
legal holiday in Germany), he was able
to enjoy an afternoon garden party with
some of the brethren in Stuttgart before
traveling on to Frankfurt for his return
trip home.

Attendance during the fall festival
season was as follows (last yearÕs atten-
dance in square brackets):

Trumpets 121 [101]
Atonement 99 [94]

Tabernacles 149 [181]
Last Great Day 153 [164]
The Holy Day offerings for the fall

festivals increased over last year as fol-
lows:

Trumpets +4.2 percent
Atonement +4.8 percent
Tabernacles +10.1 percent
Last Great Day +4.2 percent
For the year 2000, the Holy Day

offerings were 4.2 percent higher than
last year. Regular income through the
end of October was 5.1 percent higher
than the same 10-month period of 1999.

This yearÕs guest speaker for the
Feast of Tabernacles was Matt Fenchel.
Lisa Fenchel helped plan and conduct
three childrenÕs Bible studies.

Translating
Literature

UCG-GermanyÕs 10th
booklet, Biblical Prophecy:
A Look at Your Future?, was
printed in October. The
booklet was typeset with only
two columns of text, in con-
trast to the original bookletÕs
three columns. This helped
gain extra space for text and
prevent too many hyphenated
words at the end of consecutive lines, an
occasional problem in a language with
long words.

The booklet Living Faith should be
printed by January. Three other booklets
have now been translated and are in var-
ious stages of editorial review: What Is
the Church?, Making Life Work and
Heaven & Hell. The first lessons of the
German-language Bible Study Course
have been translated and typeset and are
undergoing final review.

Finding a New Printer
At the end of August UCG-Germany

had to find a new printer when Gottfried
Malle, husband of UCG-Germany mem-
ber Marlise Malle, decided to shut down
his printing shop to concentrate on
another business venture. Mr. Malle was
an invaluable help in UCG-GermanyÕs

initial publishing efforts.
After reviewing offers from

11 printers in the greater Bonn
area, UCG-Germany selected
K�llen Druck + Verlag in Bonn
as its new printer. K�llen uses
state-of-the-art typesetting
equipment, helping to save
extra hours in the pre-press
process, and K�llen also
prints in over 30 languages
since one of its major clients

is the German national short-
wave broadcaster Deutsche Welle. UNUN

This material is from the UCG-
Germany Update of November 30.

UCG-Germany Reports on Publishing and Promotion

International News...

UCG-Holland has stabilized after
an influx of brethren this past summer
from another church organization. 

Attendance at UCG-HollandÕs ser-
vices has increased to an average of
about 25, and Sabbath services are now
being conducted three times a month.

Promoting the Good News
In addition to upgrading its Web

site, UCG-Holland has planned a small
advertising effort to promote the
Good News magazine, which is
being used as a first-contact
medium.

The first ad ran June 28,
2000, in a 40,000-circulation
entertainment guide called
Pleasure. The ad used the motif
of a glass ÒHalf-full, half-
empty?Ó to attract readersÕ atten-
tion. The same ad motif was also
used in the Christian lifestyle mag-
azine Charisma August 27. The
circulation for Charisma was
135,000.

The third effort is an ad in the direc-

tory of all churches and Christian insti-
tutions in the Netherlands Gelovig
Aktief 2001.

The date of this ad is December
2000/January 2001, and the ad says:
ÒSTOP Searching for God.Ó 

No circulation figures were avail-
able, but the directory is placed in all
major institutions, public libraries and
churches.

New Booklets
The Dutch version

of the booklet What Is
Your Destiny? was
printed at the end of
November 2000. 

The next booklet
to be produced will be
the booklet The
Biblical Day of Rest:
Saturday or Sunday?
It is scheduled for
printing in March. 

T r a n s l a t i o n
work has begun on the

booklet Does God Exist? UNUN

UCG-Holland Stabilizes and Grows



The Canadian National Council con-
vened during the first week of December for
its required final round of meetings for 2000.
All nine members of the board were present
for all of the proceedings. Also in attendance
were the Church treasurer and the Council
secretary. Most sessions were open to
Church visitors. Two members from the
local congregation attended and were invit-
ed to contribute to the deliberations, which
they did.

The Strategic Plan, Operations Plan and
Financial Plan (for the 2001-2002 fiscal
year), were all approved by the Council.
These will be sent to the National
Conference (the Council plus the entire
body of the ministry in Canada) for ratifica-
tion in March 2001. This process illustrates
the checks and balances that exist in the
workings of the United Church of God.
While the National Office and National
Council do the bulk of the work when it
comes to the preparation and refinement of
these plans, it is the larger body of the
National Conference that has the final say as
to whether or not the plans are acceptable. 

Ed van Pelt described the trip to the
meetings: ÒTo arrive in Penticton we flew
from Toronto to Vancouver where we had an
hour layover. On arriving in Vancouver we
found out the flight to Penticton was in jeop-
ardy due to a weather advisory. Penticton
was being hit by its first snow storm of the
season. The airline decided to go ahead with

the flight and announced that if the plane
couldnÕt land in Penticton the crew would
try to land in Kelowna, and if they couldnÕt
land in Kelowna they would turn around and
head back to Vancouver. If that happened I
wondered if we were eligible for more fre-
quent flier miles.... 

ÒAs it turned out we were able to land
in Penticton. A small window opened up
allowing us to land, and no sooner were we
on the ground than it started snowing again.
Clearly GodÕs hand was involved. The oth-
ers who flew in to Penticton had similar
experiences!Ó

One of the reasons the Council con-
venes in different parts of the country is to
allow it to meet as many of the members as
possible and to give as many members as
possible access to the Council and Council
meetings. On Sabbath afternoon the Council
had the opportunity to meet the members of
the Kelowna/Penticton congregations at a
combined afternoon service in Penticton. 

Council member Daniel Berendt from
Edmonton gave a sermonette addressing the
problem of false assumptions and how to
guard against them. The hymns were led by
Richard Dubler from Toronto. The piano was
played by local resident Jean Burke. Former
Okanagan pastor, Anthony Wasilkoff, gave a
sermon titled ÒWho Has Despised the Day of
Small Things?Ó Rainer Salomaa, current pas-
tor, gave the announcements.

Anthony Wasilkoff

by Heather Kerr

From July 9 to August 3, Jason Brunick
and I taught computers and English, respec-
tively, as part of the United Youth Corps sum-
mer project in Chile.

Some of the goals of the Youth Corps
are to strengthen Church unity and to
encourage cultural and skills
exchange. So, besides teaching our
classes and practicing Spanish (this
means smiling a lot and saying si at the
beginning), both Jason and I did our
best to partake of the hospitality of the
brethren and the tourist attractions of
the area. In fact, we had so many invi-
tations we could not have fulfilled
them all even if we had never slept.

Participating in this program was
a wonderful opportunity, to say the
least. It is hard to say whether Jason and I or
the brethren benefited the most. The sharing
that occurred points to what will happen in
GodÕs Kingdom when hearts are teachable
and people are working toward the same
goals. We surely enjoyed our time and it was
good to be reminded of what we lack in the
United States. Though we may have more
materially in some cases, the emphasis on
people and relationships often is lost in the
rush and whirl of technology and conve-
nience. The most cherished moments are the
warm smiles and greetings, conversations
with the brethren, having dinner or tea in

their homes and other occasions for fellow-
ship and sharingÑbe they shopping,
attempting to learn the cueca (national dance
of Chile) and, of course, the last classes with
parties and goodbyes.

One of the English class activities was
composing encouragement cards in both

English and Spanish to be sent to various
Church members. Also, at times the weather
was warm and sunny enough that we could
have the 2 p.m. English class afuera (outside)
and learn vocabulary from the change of con-
text. Other days we lit the stove and I taught
class with my gloves on. We were fore-
warned to be flexible!

For some of JasonÕs students this was
the first time they had ever turned on a com-
puter and others wanted to learn the more
complex functions of Excel. There was
diversity in the amount of English our stu-
dents knew so meeting the variety of needs
was part of the challenge. Jason taught using
the Spanish versions of Windows, Word and
ExcelÑso next time your computer crashes,
be glad you are not having to troubleshoot in
a second language!

In English I and English II there were
40+ students and in Basic Computers there
were 26+ students. We each had five classes
that met twice a week for 2.5 hours, so it was
good that we were able to live at the SeiglieÕs
house, near the house the Church rents for
activities, since our schedule was full.

Someday soon I look forward to going
back and visiting with everyone, but if the
Kingdom comes before I get this chanceÑall
the better.

Epilogue
Jason, 22, attends the Watertown, South

Dakota, congregation. Upon returning from
Chile, he resumed helping and working in his
dadÕs business as a mechanic until
September. Currently he is a college fresh-
man majoring in electrical engineering. God
willing, he is planning to attend ABC in the
near future. (A big thank you to the brethren
in Watertown for the Spanish/English dictio-
naries they donated to the program.) 

Heather, 26, currently teaches English at
Universidad del Noroeste in Hermosillo,
Sonora, Mexico, and travels to Tucson,
Arizona, for church as often as possible.

The complete report is on the Youth
United Web site at www.ucgyouth.org
/corp/2000/chile/chile1.htm. UNUN
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by Peter Hawkins

After a few glitches, the Feast site in
Uvongo, South Africa, in 2000 is now
accessible to members with Internet
access.

At the South African National
Council meeting on December 3, Peter
Hawkins showed members of the Council
the Web site, which was designed by
Michele de Campos, a 2001 ABC student
from Johannesburg, South Africa.

Photos were submitted by a number
of members and ministers attending the
site, and we hope to add more pages and
photos as they are submitted by mem-
bers who attended. At the Web site,
www.skyfamily.com/petespage/feast.htm,
members can see pictures of events at
Uvongo 2000, and enjoy a flavor of the
local scenery 120 kilometers (75 miles)
south of Durban, on the warm-water east
coast of Kwa-Zulu Natal.

Links from the United Church of God
Web site and Victor KubikÕs Web site will
give more members an opportunity of
clicking through to some wonderful mem-
ories, and perhaps more overseas visitors
may consider this area of the world for the
Feast in 2001.

Some other links on the site include

Africam, which
provides 24-hour
updated live cam-
era shots of game
parks in South
Africa, and the
South African
tourist organiza-
tion, which can
help travelers plan
a visit to this beau-
tiful part of the
world.

P l a n n i n g
for the Feast of
Ta b e r n a c l e s
2001 in Uvongo
began last week
at the Council
meeting. 

And an
exciting soon-to-
be-announced
opportunity was
agreed on for
local (and possi-
bly overseas)
teens in the first
week of July
2001, followed by another week of touring
for overseas visitors. For a preview of the

type of activities, visit the site
www.wildernesstrust.org.za and look out
for an announcement soon! UNUN

Uvongo, South Africa, Feast Site on the Web

Scenes from the Uvongo, South
Africa, Feast Web site



Dale and Mona Schurter, who pastor the
Bethlehem, Harrisburg and Lewistown,
Pennsylvania, congregations, traveled to
serve in Nigeria for the Feast. Mr. Schurter
spoke 21 times, including sermons, sermon-
ettes, Bible studies, classes and seminars.
After the Feast they met with brethren in
Benin City, visited jungle farms of brethren
near Ibadan and traveled to Abuja (the capi-
tal) to meet with federal officials on behalf of
UCG-West Africa. Below are excerpts from
their trip.

October 10: This will be MonaÕs first
trip to Africa, my 15th trip to African coun-
tries and third to Nigeria. We departed at 5:20
p.m. on an Air France flight to Paris, arriving
there at 6:20 next morning.

October 11: We left Paris, bound for
Lagos, Nigeria, at 10:20 a.m., arriving at 3:40
p.m. We were loaded down with four large
suitcases plus two carry-on pieces of lug-
gage. Two of the suitcases and one carry-on
were filled with items for the brethren in
Nigeria (Bibles, commentaries, booklets,
Bible Study Course lessons, notebooks, pens,
pencils, perfume, clothing, candles, gifts for
the children, prizes for sports day, etc.). 

We were concerned about getting
through customs without penalties. After
passport and visa clearance, as we
approached the luggage check area along
with other passengers, we were singled out
by an airport guard who motioned and point-
ed us to a different exit area. What now?
Answered prayer. We were relieved and
thankful to find out we were being waved
through customs without a luggage check,
not even one piece.

Just outside the airport terminal, Dr. and
Mrs. Akin-Ogundeji were waiting, holding
up a Good News magazine. This was to be
our contact identification. We were warmly
greeted with handshakes and hugs, even
though this was our first time to meet.

October 12: Good news! Akin informed
us that UCG-West Africa just received certi-
fication from the government, recognizing it
as a church and confirming approval of the
board of trustees. They have been waiting for
a year or more.

October 13: Akin arrived about noon to
take us to the Feast site, which was held in a
small housing compound within the Nigerian
International Fair Grounds on the outskirts of
Lagos. While en route to the site, we were hi-
jacked and our car disabled by the robbers
with forceful demands for money for them to
fix it. 

I will always believe we were divinely
protected, for in the heat of things, all of a
sudden it seemed they were ÒfrightenedÓ
away just when they were really beginning to
get down to business. The thieves got away
with only about 10,000 niara ($116). 

We arrived at the Feast site and were
happy to see heavily barred gates with guards
at the entrance to the fair grounds, and anoth-
er set of iron barred gates and guards at the

entrance to the housing compound. We were
warmly welcomed by several of the brethren,
including Mr. Ogundipe and Mr. Oguntayo.
This was a peaceful setting within the com-
pound and everyone was openly happy to be
there to fellowship, and especially to keep the
Feast.

Our abode for the Feast served us well in
spite of some of the missing taken-for-grant-
ed ÒluxuriesÓ of home. (For example, there
was no running water, no shower and the
electricity would go off some every day, usu-
ally only for two to three hours, but some-
times five to seven hours. We had several
candlelight meals and I prepared a couple of
sermons by candlelight.)

October 14 (First day of the Feast): We
had no accompaniment for music of any
kind. However, this did not dampen the
enthusiasm during song services nor intimi-
date anyone providing special music. The
song leader would sing through the first line,
then say, Ò3, SING,Ó and wave his arms with
great enthusiasm.

We passed out writing pads and pens to
everyone there. Most would not have been
able to take notes otherwise; they were all
very appreciative. Large boxes of crayons
were also provided for each family with
small children and all the ladies and girls
were given a small bottle of perfume.

October 15: In the afternoon was Òsports
day.Ó Just outside the compound were three
football (soccer) fields, one of which had
been reserved for us. The whole group
showed up and participated in virtually every
service, activity, class or Bible study, regard-
less for whom it was designed.

October 16: In the afternoon I gave an
interactive class on baptism and conversion
(since there is no resident minister).

October 17: Several members have land,
and requested a class on agriculture from a
biblical perspective.

October 18: Two buses were hired and
everyone went on an all-day excursion to the
Exxon Wildlife Reserve. The Nashville,
Tennessee, brethren provided for this excur-
sion and picnic meal.

October 19: We had an interactive youth
Bible study on prayer. There was good par-
ticipation, comments and questionsÑa great
bunch of youths.

October 21 (Last Great Day): The
brethren expressed much thankfulness
toward God, the home office personnel, the
U.S. brethren and those from elsewhere who
made it possible for them to have and keep
the Feast of Tabernacles and Last Great Day.
They expressed warm appreciation toward
Fred and Lucretia Kellers throughout the
Feast for all they have done for them, and
also toward Joel Meeker. We also were filled
with gratitude for the opportunity provided
for us to serve and keep the Feast with, and to
come to deeply love and appreciate our
brethren in Nigeria. Their challenges are
many, and we will pray for them always.

October 22-23: The trip to Benin City

was a six-
hour drive
over far-from-
good roads.
We traveled
through an area of lepers and tried to give a
little assistance to as many as we could. A
very sad experienceÑone that encourages
earnest prayer for GodÕs Kingdom to come.

About halfway there we needed to stop
for gas. There was an hour of waiting in line.
The whole ordeal was chaos! 

In Benin City we met with 11 people
who had met with us in the past and who
requested a visit. They were quite excited to
see the quality of The Good News and other
literature, and somewhat amazed at the
growth in number of subscriptions.

At the end of the meeting (31/2 hours),
Mr. Aluyi and Israel Igdaliah spent several
minutes expressing their appreciation, then
presented us with a beautiful wooden carving
of a family, all touching one another. ÒThis is
to express our gratitude and to say how happy
we are to be one family again.Ó

The next question was, ÒWhen and how
do we begin UCG services?Ó which they did
the following Sabbath, October 28.

As we were about to leave, one of the
waiters, after hearing the discussions of the
doctrines of the Church, asked for a booklet
and to be added to the GN mailing list.

October 25-26: We had to be at the air-
port to catch an early morning flight to Abuja,
the capital of Nigeria. Our purpose was to
meet with Chinwe C. Dike of the Federal
Corporate Affairs Commission about the

privileges that
would be avail-
able to the Church
now that it had
received the Cert-
ificate of Regis-
tration. Also we
hoped to visit
the Nigerian

president, Olusegun Obasanjo.
In 1981 I had been requested to do some

agricultural consulting on two of President
ObasanjoÕs (then, General Obasanjo) farms.
At the end of the second day he invited our
group to his home for dinner and discussions.
We got along well, and when it was time to
leave he gave me an autographed color por-
trait, and on the back made comments of
appreciation and an invitation to call again
next time I was in Nigeria. So on this trip we
made a tentative appointment.

Unfortunately, when we arrived at the
gate to the presidentÕs villa, we were
informed that the president had left unexpect-
edly early that morning for a two-day official
state visit. We later learned from the paper
that there was unrest and clashes between
students and security guards at one of the
major universities, and that the president had
gone there in an effort to quiet things down.

On the way back to the airport, the dri-
ver, after hearing us talk about the work of the
Church in Nigeria for two days, requested a
couple of booklets and The Good News.

October 28 (Sabbath): Mona and I each
wore the gift the brethren had given us at the
end of the Feast: a complete Nigerian outfit
including a scarf for Mona and a cap for me.
Afterward there were many good-byes,
again, and we were off. Thus ended a most
memorable Feast and visit to Nigeria. UNUN
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Schurters Visit Brethren in Nigeria

Clockwise from top: Group excursion to Exxon Wildlife
Reserve; Mrs. E. Lge with granddaughter; Patrick

Anuonye; below from left, Emmanuel Ogundipe, Samuel
and Elizabeth Oguntayo, Mona and Dale Schurter and

Dr. O. Akin-Ogundeji (photos by Dale and Mona Schurter
and Tolu Akin-Ogundeji)



Country Circulation

Algeria 1
Anguilla 3
Antigua and Barbuda 4
Argentina 19
Aruba 1
Austria 29
Australia 6,009
Bahamas 1,054
Bahrain 7
Barbados 714
Belarus 5
Belgium 4
Belize 5
Benin 1
Bermuda 9
Bolivia 6
Bosnia-Herzegovina 3
Botswana 7
Brazil 65
British Virgin Islands 1
Brunei 1
Bulgaria 4
Cameroon 17
Canada 13,890
Cayman Islands 1
Central African Republic 1
Chile 3,037
China 19
Colombia 361
Costa Rica 14
Croatia 4
Cuba 41
Cyprus 2
Czech Republic 5
Democratic Republic of Congo 1
Denmark 11
Dominica 242
Dominican Republic 15
Ecuador 4
Egypt 20
El Salvador 1,010
Eritrea 2
Estonia 10
Ethiopia 77
Fiji 151
Finland 9
France 35
French Polynesia 1
Gabon 1
Gambia 63
Germany 2,896

Country Circulation

Ghana 456
Gibraltar 2
Greece 7
Grenada 5
Guadeloupe 1
Guatemala 1,230
Guinea 1
Guyana 174
Honduras 80
Hong Kong 27
Hungary 9
India 229
Indonesia 205
Iran 47
Iraq 6
Ireland 60
Isle of Man 79
Israel 6
Italy 105
Jamaica 1,154
Japan 11
Jordan 6
Kazakhstan 1
Kenya 342
Kuwait 12
Latvia 12
Lebanon 3
Lesotho 5
Libya 5
Lithuania 16
Luxembourg 4
Macau 2
Macedonia 4
Madagascar 2
Malawi 111
Malaysia 161
Malta 17
Martinique 2
Mauritius 218
Mexico 5,879
Moldova 7
Myanmar 16
Namibia 3
Netherlands 91
Netherlands Antilles 5
New Zealand 2,001
Nicaragua 15
Nigeria 697
Norway 20
Oman 6
Pakistan 41

Country Circulation

Panama 22
Papua New Guinea 302
Paraguay 3
Peru 1,247
Philippines 3,199
Poland 29
Portugal 21
Qatar 1
Romania 10
Russia 43
Rwanda 1
Saudi Arabia 34
Seychelles 1
Singapore 49
Slovakia 5
Slovenia 1
Solomon Islands 1
South Africa 5,387
South Korea 7
Spain 13
Sri Lanka 13
St. Kitts-Nevis 5
St. Lucia 325
St. Vincent 5
Sweden 63
Switzerland 42
Taiwan 5
Tanzania 18
Thailand 19
Togo 2
Tonga 3
Trinidad and Tobago 650
Tunisia 2
Turkey 8
Turks and Caicos 1
Uganda 3
Ukraine 27
Uruguay 4
United Arab Emirates 17
United Kingdom 3,246
United States 276,940
Vanuatu 1
Venezuela 60
Vietnam 18
Yugoslavia 35
Zambia 210
Zimbabwe 157

TOTAL 335,745

Includes all language editions and versions as of
December 2000.
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it is possible that the growing rate at which
new coworkers and donors are being added
(35 new coworkers and 94 new donors in
November alone, as an example) could fur-
ther positively affect the income. The one
potentially significant ÒunknownÓ Dr.
Kirkpatrick reported to the Council in
September, employee health care costs, has
held steady, slightly under budget to this
point in the fiscal year.

Ministerial Services operations man-
ager Richard Pinelli spoke next. He had
been asked for information on the number
of Ònew contactsÓ made with the United
Church of God since its inception in 1995.
As nearly as it is possible to estimate the
figures for the United States, Mr. Pinelli
reported that number at 760. There is no
record of how many of those people have
come on to regular attendance or baptism.

He also mentioned that reports showed
that Òthe Feast produced a feeling of
peace.Ó

Mr. Pinelli then addressed continuing
progress on the three-year plan presented to
the president as an outgrowth of the report
by the Committee on Ministerial Workload

and Remuneration (which completed its
work approximately one year ago). The
first year proposals are progressing well,
with some areas still to be resolved, such as
the open pastorate in Montana (currently
handled by Mark Mickelson on an interim
basis), developing a ministerial candidate
identification program (only on local levels
at this point), and con-
tinuing development of
local leadership pro-
grams. Some areas are
being incorporated in
conjunction with the
next round of regional
conferences, such as
developing a program
to provide help and
encouragement for the
wives of the ministry.

Lastly, Mr. Pinelli
addressed the need to
consider upgrading our
current hymnal. It was
intended only for tempo-
rary duty, and has gone
long past that already! He and several
Council members made suggestions for a

committee to begin work on the idea
soon.

Divorce and Remarriage
Jim Franks moderated discus-

sion of the last item of business for
the first day. As chairman of the
advisory subcommittee on doc-

trine, he led the Council through a draft pol-
icy on administration of the ChurchÕs teach-
ing on the issue of divorce and remarriage. 

The importance of the subject is evi-
dent from the statement in Hebrews 13:17
that the ministry carries a responsibility as
Òthose who watch for your souls.Ó
Coupled with the statement in 1
Corinthians 6:9Ð10 that no adulterer will
be allowed to enter the Kingdom, it is
surely a sobering responsibility that must
be borne, so as not to abdicate ministerial
and Church responsibility toward GodÕs
precious brethren. 

The proposed policy advocates four
stages: understanding the marriage
covenant, involvement by the members
who are affected, involvement by the
Church and the consequences of actions
taken. As envisioned, the Church, through
the local pastor, the regional pastor and the
divorce and remarriage committee
(presently Roger West, Vernon Hargrove
and Greg Sargent) could arrive at one of
three conclusions in each individual case:
the member in question is free to remarry
by biblical standards, is not free to remar-
ry by biblical standards or the Church does
not feel the information is conclusive
enough for it to make a judgment. 

In that last case, the members would
be further advised by the ministry of the
seriousness of the situation, and their
responsibility before God for the conse-
quences of their decision in the matter. It is
not overstating the issue to stress that a
personÕs eternal life may well be at stake,
given the warning in 1 Corinthians 6.

Discussion centered around what
action the Church should take if its deci-
sion was disregarded, including suspen-
sion and disfellowshipment. 

Employer-Employee Evaluations
December 7 Doug Horchak and Steve

McNeely elaborated on the development

and implementation of the ChurchÕs
employee appraisal process. As the final
report of the Ministerial Workload and
Remuneration Task Force stated:
ÒPerformance reviews, although an unfa-
miliar practice in our Church culture, are
commonly done in employment. The pur-
pose for introducing it to the employees of
the UCGIA is threefold: 1) to maximize
the development of the ministry; 2) to rec-
ognize and reward excellent work; and 3)
to optimize the overall service provided to
our membership.Ó

The key, both men stressed, is that
Òtrue, godly leadershipÑin any contextÑ
is helping other people reach their full
potential.Ó

Home Office Building
The Council gave its preference for

one of the two construction plans present-
ed for a proposed home office building,
and resolved to make a decision whether
to go forward with the construction by
mid-February or after environmental
issues with the proposed building site are
resolved, whichever is longer. Letters
explaining the details being considered in
the decision were sent to all elders in
December.

A preliminary environmental study
discovered some dumping of construction
materials on the 8.7-acre site the Church
has been considering, which is just up the
hill from the current leased home office
space. The Church will need to have the
land given a Òclean bill of healthÓ before
proceeding, and the Council authorized
the president to negotiate with the proper-
ty vendor for a satisfactory solution.
Approval to actually construct the building
has not yet been given by the Council.

Africa Update
Joel Meeker gave a detailed update on

the areas of Africa he deals with, touching
on the Feast 2000 and then focusing on
presenting further information on the
United Church of GodÕs relationship with
the Remnant Church of God (specifically
its elders). 

Mr. Meeker first brought an informa-
tive and colorful slide presentation on the
Feast at sites in Cameroon (56 attendees)
and Tanzania/Kenya (150 attendees),
which was well received by the Council.

The United Church of God has con-
tinued to have extensive contact with the

Tom Kirkpatrick addresses the Council. Above right, Les McCullough
points out details of proposed building plan (photos by Peter Eddington)

ÒCOUNCIL,Ó (Continued from page 1)

by Scott Ashley

Although my Òhome officeÓ is here in
Colorado, IÕm regularly amazed when I visit
the home office as I do several times a year.

When we first moved into the facilities
in mid-1998, it seemed like we had plenty of
room for our needs. It no doubt seems sur-
prising that weÕre talking about the need for
a much larger facility only 2 1/2 years later.
What changed in such a short time?

The answer is that we are doing so much
more now than we were then and reaching
far more people. Our work has increased
phenomenally. Let me try to quantify that
from a printing and publishing perspective.

For the January/February 1998 issue of
The Good News, our print run was 80,000.
For the January/February 1999 issue the print
run was 149,000. For the January/February
2000 issue, our print run was 261,000. For
January/February 2001 it will be around
320,000, meaning we have quadrupled the
print run in three years.

Print runs themselves donÕt affect our
space needs, but the effect of those larger
print runs certainly does. Through November
of this year our home office staff had
received and processed more than 240,000
pieces of mail (including Internet requests).
This was slightly more than double the
amount processed the previous year during
the same time frame.

ThatÕs close to 1,000 pieces of mail
processed per day. A lot of that comes and
goes in waves, meaning the volume at times
will be several thousand pieces of mail a day
for up to several weeks.

Storage is a serious problem. In addition
to nearby leased space, we currently have

booklets in storage at three different printing
plants in three states because we donÕt have
room for them at the home office.

Why is booklet storage a problem?
Again, let me quantify it. In 1997 we had six
different booklet titles and printed 50,000
total booklets. By the end of 1998 we had 10
titles and printed 155,000 that year. By the
end of 1999 we had 18 titles and printed
369,000 that year. This year we will end up
with 23 titles and will have printed 511,000
bookletsÑmore than half a million. Thus in
three years our total quantity printed has
increased tenfold.

Many of these booklets are mailed
directly from the printers or mailing shops, so
we never see them. Otherwise our offices
might be completely filled with booklets and
nothing else. When we print them, we typi-
cally try to print about a yearÕs supply. Even
so, every month we are mailing out from the
home office several hundred to several thou-
sand copies of each of our 23 booklet titles.
Just recently we sent out 40,000 copies of the
new Heaven & Hell booklet in only three
months.

WeÕre not printing booklets just to store
them; these numbers simply reflect the
increasing numbers weÕre sending out the
door every single day as a result of the grow-
ing numbers of people we are reaching
through our media efforts. You could add to
this the Bible Study Course lessons. WeÕve
already exhausted our initial printings of
30,000 each of the first few lessons and had
to reprint them.

I hope this helps quantify things. I think
these numbers illustrate how much more
weÕre doing now compared to several years
ago when we moved to Cincinnati. UNUN

Work Outgrowing Its Space



Remnant Church of God and its elders, as
directed by the Council. In March 2000,
Mr. Meeker met with the Executive Board
of the Remnant Church of God (RCG). In
April, Houston pastor and Ministerial
Service team member Jim Franks and his
wife Sharon spent the Days of Unleavened
Bread in Ghana. In May, the Meeker family
arrived to spend five weeks on site in the
country. In June, UCG pastors Mike
Blackwell, Arnold Hampton, Doug Horchak
and Joel Meeker visited all but three of the 17
congregations in the country, missing those
three only because of travel disruptions. 

During the same summer time frame,
seminars were held with the pastors and
pastorsÕ wives of the RCG. Topics covered
included the Passover format, congrega-
tional prayer, the goal and format of
church services, Òvain repetition,Ó the role
of the pastor and the pastorÕs wife, admin-
istering local congregations, planning the
Feast of Tabernacles, constitution and
bylaws of the UCG (since their request is
to become part of the UCG, not just have
an association with us) and the rules of
association. The United Youth Corps pro-
gram was also active, with two men from
the United States working with the RCG
elders on the use of computers. One result
of this training is that now virtually all the
RCG elders have established e-mail
accounts.

Six pastors of the UCG have now had
rather extensive contact with the RCG,
and especially with the elders. The rela-
tionship is excellent in overall terms. The
consensus of the six UCG pastors is that
there is doctrinal compatibility. The desire
to learn is clearly present, and there has
been good progress in many areas. At the
same time, as might be expected, not all
pastors and congregations seem to be pro-
gressing at the same rate. And there is the
question of just how much the individual
members (in contrast to the pastors) clear-
ly understand. 

The eventual goal, subject to approval
by the Executive Board of the RCG, is to
have the congregations reorganize under
the United Church of God format, with the

establishment of a Ghana National
Council of the United Church of God. This
has been their desire for almost four years. 

Mr. Meeker suggests assigning a pas-
tor from the UCG to Ghana for six months
to one year; or failing that, rotating pastors
through for the same time period. This
would afford the most opportunity for
long-term contact. More time needs to be
spent with the pastors and congregations.
It would be helpful to accompany their
pastors on member visits, to observe cur-
rent customs. Interactive Bible studies
would help establish how much under-
standing individual members possess.
Splitting sermon time with RCG pastors
would enable a UCG pastor to hear these
men in speaking situations. Training semi-
nars could continue the education process
the RCG pastors so clearly seek from us. 

If all goes well, Mr. Meeker antici-
pates that the United Church of God could
ordain a number of RCG elders by the
Feast of Tabernacles 2001. What is now
the Remnant Church of God could con-
ceivably be part of the United Church of
God by the end of the calendar year 2001. 

Mr. Meeker fielded a few questions
from the Council, dealing primarily with
clarifying the process as he sees it.
Concern was expressed about ordaining
some but not all of their 13 pastors initial-
ly. Mr. Meeker stated that there is simply
no way he or the other five UCG pastors
know how all the Òbumps in the roadÓ can
be smoothed out completely. As Mr.
Pinelli noted, we do have a precedent for
allowing men to continue to anoint or
preach as they await UCG recognition,
since that scenario has not been uncom-
mon with elders applying for credential-
ing. Mario Seiglie commented on his
experience many years ago in Latin
America in having whole groups come to
the Church en masse. It is inevitable that
eventually there will be some sifting, espe-
cially among the congregations.
ÒConversion is not a collective thing,Ó he
observed. 

Mr. McCullough, Mr. Holladay and
others urged that this whole matter be

carefully explained and presented to the
General Conference in May at its annual
meeting. 

LifeNets
December 10 Victor Kubik used a

PowerPoint presentation to visually
update the Council on numerous ways in
which the United Church of God strives to
help its own needy members around the
world. As he stressed, this is the goal of
ÒLifeNetsÓÑa separately organized effort
to provide humanitarian aid in many parts
of the globe. His estimate is that approxi-
mately 80 percent of all the aid supplied
under this service umbrella directly bene-
fits members of the Church, enabling them
to both serve others around them more
effectively and raise their own standards
of living. 

The mission statement for LifeNets
reads: ÒLifeNets is a nonprofit organiza-
tion that offers practical assistance for pro-
moting the well being and self sufficiency
of needy people throughout the world.Ó By
not being Òfaith-basedÓ (directly connect-
ed to the United Church of God), the abil-
ity to stretch the relief dollars is greatly
enhanced, and more good is accomplished,
not just for members of the Church, but for
many in their communities as well.

Areas of the world that have been
recipients of aid include Guatemala,
Malawi, the Philippines, Ukraine and
Zambia. Possible areas for future assis-
tance include China, Peru and Jordan. 

For further information on details of
the projects, check out LifeNets on the
World Wide Web at www.lifenets.org.

Integrated Media/Evangelism
Oversight Plan

Mr. Kubik discussed putting together
a process that would integrate the
resources of GodÕs work to more effec-
tively preach the gospel to the world and
achieve better results. 

While we can look comfortably at
whatÕs on the ÒthermometerÓ in the United
Church of God, we need to also find out
whatÕs happening in the Òboiler room.Ó
What are the prospects of UCGÕs future
one, two, five, ten years from now? What
are the demographics of our membership?
How are they changing? How many new
people are we engaging? How many are
staying with us?

Discussion turned to the proposed
Evangelism Oversight Plan that directs us
toward more successfully presenting the
message of the gospel. It uses the
resources we already have and rearranges
them into a team that works together to
direct the mission of the Church. 

A suggested team would include all
members of the Media and
Communications Committee, the presi-
dent, the chairman of the Council of
Elders, the Media and Communications
operation manager, the chairman of the
Council Education Committee, the
Ministerial Services operation manager

and the managing editor of The Good
News. Others could be added as needed. A
quarterly meeting of the team was pro-
posed. The first meeting will be January
18 and 19 at the home office.

Feast Video
Mr. Eddington asked the Council for

thoughts for the Festival video in 2001.
Suggestions included focusing on the
example and contribution of the elderly in
the Church, spotlighting international
areas (as has been done frequently in the
past) or striving for a sense of urgency in
these pre-millennial times. 

Richard Thompson suggested tying in
LukeÕs warning (Luke 21:34Ð36) to a
sense of personal accountability and
responsibility (so different from prevailing
societal trends around us).

The group kept returning to the over-
all concept of a sense of urgency about our
lives and the times in which we live.
Further planning will take some of these
concepts and begin to build on them as
well as consider other possibilities.

Service and Leadership
Don Ward presented material from the

Education Committee about service and
leadership. The Education Committee rec-
ommended and the Council approved the
appointment of a five-man task force con-
sisting of Todd Carey, Steve McNeely,
Richard Thompson, Mark Winner and
Clyde Kilough (chairman). This task force
will continue work on the concept, which
has always been our desired approach for
all within the Body of Christ, ministers
and laity alike. 

India
Matt Fenchel (administrative staff)

and Dave Baker (upstate New York pastor)
joined the Council by teleconference to
provide updated information on contact
with a Sabbath-keeping group from India
that has approached us for guidance. 

In the end, Council decided to ask Mr.
Fenchel and Mr. Baker to plan a trip to
India at some point in the near future.
They could take the opportunity to visit
United Church of God members along the
way, and establish contact personally in
India, striving for greater understanding of
the group and its desires and needs.

Dates for Future Meetings
Finally, the Council turned its atten-

tion to setting dates for the General
Conference in 2002, and dates for the
Council of Elders meetings for 2001. 

May 4 to 6, 2002, in Cincinnati, was
set as the date for the General Conference
of that year. Council meetings will be held
in Cincinnati on March 14 to 20, May 8 to
10 and August 6 to 9, 2001. A further
round of meetings, with location yet to be
announced, will be held December 5 to 10,
2001.

For the full Council reports, see
www.ucg.org/a/council/council.htm. UNUN
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On December 10 the Council of
Elders reviewed a proposal for a Church
seal, incorporating many elements of the
already-approved Church logo. The seal
has been designed to be suitable for use on
lecterns in local congregations. The
Council requested one minor design
change and unanimously approved the
design as amended.

Pictured here is a low-resolution ver-
sion of the approved seal. Higher-resolu-
tion versions of the seal will be on our
Web site at www.ucg.org/logo for local
congregation use. YouÕll find several dif-
ferent file types and sizes, depending on
your need. For example, if youÕre going to
produce a seal for the lectern, youÕd want

to download one of the higher-resolution
files.

Peter Eddington

New Church Seal Approved by Council



by Roger Foster

In December, lesson 12 of the new
Bible Study Course was sent to the printer.
This completes five years of planning,
research, writing and producing this 12-les-
son course. 

ÒIt has been one of those true Ôteam
effortsÕ in that we have utilized the talents of
all the team members to help plan, research,
write and edit all 12 lessons,Ó said David
Register, coordinator of the BSC
Development Team. ÒWe also used input
from a group of member volunteers to help
us test the first four lessons of the course. The
United Church of God is all about collabora-
tive effort and the development of the Bible
Study Course has been a successful example
of how that process can work when men and
women work together for a common goal.Ó

In the Beginning
The project began in January of 1996. At

that time volunteers from the United Church
of God congregations in Phoenix, Arizona,
helped evaluate the effec-
tiveness of the previous
correspondence course.
Our goal was to deter-
mine if a new course was
needed. About 25 mem-
bers volunteered and con-
tributed immensely to that
first evaluation and plan-
ning effort.

In a series of meetings
during the first three months
of 1996 we concluded that
the old correspondence
course had been instrumental
in bringing us and many oth-
ers to repentance and conver-
sion. We noted which lessons
had most changed our think-
ing. We then analyzed the con-
tent of those lessons and
agreed on 12 subjects that we felt
should be the backbone of a new course. I
heartily commend those members for their
wise counsel. During the next few months, I
outlined the selected topics under 12 lesson
titles with a list of subtopics for each. 

Then, in August of 1996 at a regional
ministerial conference in Palm Springs,
California, I presented these lesson outlines
to the members of the home office media
staff and the ChurchÕs president. We had a
long discussion concerning the need for a
new Bible course and how it should be writ-
ten. We particularly considered how the gen-
eral lack of interest in studying the Bible in
todayÕs society should affect our approach.
We came to the conclusion that our greatest
hurdle would be creating a format that people
today would actually study. 

In December of 1996, Ministerial
Services asked Mr. Register, regional pastor
of the U.S. Southwest Region, to coordinate
the project. Mr. Register then asked each

regional pastor to send a memo to all of the
ministers in his region asking if any of them
had a particular interest in working on this
project. A few did. As a result, an initial 11-
member steering committee was organized
consisting of Mr. Register, some of the home
office media staff and several volunteers.

Mr. Register recruited a development
team which assembled at the home office in
Arcadia, California, on February 18-19,
1997. In those two days the lesson plan that
had been developed with the help of the
Phoenix brethren was used as the basis of our
discussion. With a few modifications and
content additions, a 12-lesson outline was
adopted and lesson assignments were made. 

Scott Ashley, managing editor of The
Good News, was assigned the task of produc-
ing the lessons. John Ross Schroeder, since
he was the only one of us who had worked on
the old correspondence course, was assigned
the job of developing an effective format and
writing the first four lessons. Others were
asked to do content research and outlining for

the remaining
lessons. We also
decided that we
would form a
team of volun-
teers from the
Church member-
ship to give us
feedback on the
effectiveness of
the first few
lessons. We
certainly want
to thank every
member who
participated in
this initial
e v a l u a t i o n
effort. 

Finally a
permanent
commi t t ee

for guiding the course throughout its devel-
opment was established. Its members were:
Mr. Register (coordinator), Mr. Ashley,
Jerold Aust, Peter Eddington, Roger Foster,
Darris McNeely, Mr. Schroeder and Robin
Webber. Through teleconferences these com-
mittee members were able to collectively
evaluate the content and offer suggestions as
the course progressed. This cooperative effort
was invaluable in fine-tuning the lessons as
they were being written and reviewed.

A timetable for producing the lessons
was established to allow ample time to devel-
op and test the format we would use and to
have at least two or three lessons in the
pipeline before we started publishing them. 

In August of 1997, lesson one was sent
to a ministerial team of reviewers and the
Doctrine Committee of the Council of Elders
for their comments and approval. Although
funds werenÕt available at that time to publish
the lessons as a separate course, we were able
to produce and distribute the first seven

lessons to members through the expanded
edition of The Good News beginning with the
January/February 1998 issue. When funds
were made available to publish it as a sepa-
rate course, we began printing and mailing
the lessons, one per month, beginning in
January 2000.

Offered to Non-Members
The Bible Study Course was initially

offered to non-member U.S. Good News sub-
scribers in a letter mailed in December 1999.
That initial letter brought in more than 11,000
requests for the course. Since then it has also
been offered in ads in The Good News and on
the literature request form included in U.S.
subscriber copies of the magazine. These ads
have brought in thousands more requests. We
plan to continue to offer it in ads in The Good
News and, since we are continually adding
new readers, to offer it to all subscribers at
least once a year in a letter. 

To be sure we are using our resources
wisely and sending the course only to those
who really want it and will take the time to
study it, we ask people to renew their enroll-
ment after the third or fourth lessons. These
two lessons have a special renewal cover
wrap with a card the student must return to
continue receiving the lessons. If the card is
not returned from either of those lessons, the
person is dropped from the course. 

To help the students learn more from the
course, each lesson includes a list of recom-
mended booklets that cover the subject mat-
ter of the lesson in greater detail. The lessons
also include an envelope and literature
request form (on the cover wrap) to make it
easier for students to request the booklets
offered. These produce thousands of booklet
requests each month at the home office.

With the completion of this course we
now have an effective instrument for system-
atically teaching new converts, and the youth
that grow up in the Church, the essential
Bible knowledge they need for true conver-
sion. Yet, we need to realize that only God
can open peopleÕs minds to comprehend real
repentance and decide to surrender them-
selves to His will. 

Your Part
But you can certainly help! HereÕs how!
We know that Jesus gave us a commis-

sion to Òmake disciples of all the nationsÓ

(Matthew 28:19). He also promised, ÒI am
with you always, even to the end of the ageÓ
(verse 20). But that promise is accompanied
by another important responsibility. 

He explained, ÒThe harvest truly is plen-
tiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray
the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers
into His harvestÓ (Matthew 9:37Ð38).
Praying that God will add laborers to His
work is as important as preaching the gospel.
All the preaching in the world will not
change peopleÕs lives unless God opens their
minds and calls them to repentance. 

We should also ask God
to bless the work that has
already been done—such
as the new Bible Study
Course—and to bring

forth fruit from it.

Paul explained just how vital this aspect
of our work is. He said, ÒI planted, Apollos
watered, but God gave the increase. So then
neither he who plants is anything, nor he who
waters, but God who gives the increaseÓ (1
Corinthians 3:6Ð7). And Jesus explained that
we should ask for that increaseÑask God to
bear fruit from the literature we send to new
people. 

Through the years the old correspon-
dence course proved to be a very effective
tool for giving people the right understanding
they needed to repent. We feel the new Bible
Study Course can accomplish the same
thingÑproviding God calls a fair number of
those enrolled to repentance. 

Therefore, it is vitally important that we
do our part. We need to make it a regular
habit to pray for God to call more people into
His harvest. We should also ask Him to bless
the work that has already been doneÑsuch as
the new Bible Study CourseÑand to bring
forth fruit from it. Your personal participation
in GodÕs work in this area is very much need-
ed and appreciated. 

Also, one of our goals was to make the
new Course an effective review of our foun-
dational beliefs for all of our members. We
hope you are enjoying them. UNUN
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Five Years of Work Culminate in 12-Lesson Bible Study Course

Lesson 1 900
Lesson 2 1,142
Lesson 3 399
Lesson 4 1,019
Lesson 5 279
Lesson 6 146

Lesson 7 271
Lesson 8 460
Lesson 9 446
Lesson 10 446
Lesson 11 2,302
Lesson 12 9,003

Bible Study Course U.S. Statistics
Total current BSC subscribers 16,813
Current non-member subscribers 7,810
Percentage who renewed after lessons 3 & 4 Approximately 31 percent

Students on Each Lesson at the End of December 2000



During my parentsÕ 50th
anniversary we saw a play
that got me thinking more
about our heavenly Father

and His family.

by Linda G. Schreiber

Nick looked over at his grandfather
sitting in his favorite chair watching TV.
Ever since Nick could remember he had
been coming here for dinner almost every
Sunday. Even though Nick had been
around his grandfather all his life, Gramps
was still in some ways a mystery to Nick. 

Nick studied the face of the man who
had been the first in their family to come
to the United States from Italy. Wrinkles
had taken the place of the smooth hand-
some skin he saw in the pictures which
hung on the walls of his grandparentsÕ
home. Gray had somehow overrun the
wavy mass of dark brown hair. Gramps
often wore a stern look, but Nick knew
that inside was a heart of gold. 

Nick also knew that years before,
Gramps had built with his own hands the
house in which he sat. It was a gift to
NickÕs Nana. Oh how Nana would go on
and on when asked about the house! She
would tell about how she had dreamed of
it and how hard Gramps had worked to
make her dream come true. His grandpar-
entsÕ home gave Nick a cozy feeling even
if it was always just a bit too warm. But
donÕt ever try to open a window!

Nick began to wonder about things
he never heard Gramps talk about. One
thing Gramps always said was tengo
famiglia, which in Italian means ÒI have a
family.Ó For as long as Nick could
remember he had heard Gramps say that.
Now Nick began to wonder when and
why Gramps had started saying it.

ÒGramps?Ó Nick broke the silence
between them. Gramps looked over at
Nick and answered, ÒYes, Nickie?Ó

ÒGramps, why did you come to the
United States?Ó Nick asked.

GrampÕs look was one of surprise.
ÒNickie, why do you want to know?Ó

ÒGramps, for as long as I can remem-
ber you have been telling us, tengo
famiglia. If family is so important, why
did you leave Italy and come to the
United States?Ó

Set Adrift
Gramps went silent for a moment

and it seemed that sadness along with
something very meaningful was on his
mind. Then he spoke in a voice that
seemed to ring with regret. ÒNickie, when
I was 13 years old my father took me
down to the pier of the town where we

lived and put me on a ship. I didnÕt know
why, but I knew it was because he didnÕt
love me.Ó

ÒBut Gramps, why would you think
he didnÕt love you?Ó Nick queried.

ÒWhen I arrived in New York I had
nothing but the clothes on my back and a
small bag. On the trip I had to work on
the ship as payment for my passage.
Every night I cried in the dark for my
mother. I couldnÕt understand how my
father could hate me so much. My life
was hard, but I worked and finally had
my own lumber yard. I think part of the
reason I worked so hard was to spite my
father and be something he never was.Ó

ÒGramps, that is awful!Ó Nick sym-
pathized, holding back tears.

ÒI remember when I was little and a
few times my father would take me out
into the market near our home. He would
take me around to all the vendors and tell
me I could pick out one thing. So I would
look at all the colorful, wonderful things
and toys. I would look at them and final-
ly pick out the one that I wanted the most.
Then my father would buy me some
cheap crummy toy and give it to me and
take me home. It seemed to be some sort
of punishment to me,Ó Gramps lamented. 

ÒI donÕt understand Gramps. Why
did he do that?Ó 

ÒWell after I grew up and married
your grandmother and your mother was
born, I wanted to take them to Italy and

show them where I had been born. I also
wanted to see my mother, who I had not
seen since the day my father put me on
that boat. I had been in touch with my
mother by letters for years. My father had
died just before your mother was born
and I felt I could now go back there. So
we made the trip. 

ÒIt was strange and wonderful to see
my old home town and my mother. Of
course, she had aged a great deal and I felt
very cheated to not have had all those years
with her. But I had a family and a life and
we were happy. One of the first things I did
was take your mother out into the market.

We went to many vendors and I bought her
everything she wanted. Somehow it made
me feel good and it gave me some sense of
getting back at my father.Ó

ÒI still donÕt understand why your
father did those things to you,Ó Nick said.

ÒNickie, after I took your mother out
into the market and we came back to my
motherÕs house, I learned something. My
mother took a look at your mother and me
and how happy we were. Tears began to
roll down her face. She told me that my
father wanted to give me toys like that but
we were so poor he could not afford to. She
said that he had put me on that boat
because he had heard about how great the
United States was. He had heard that peo-
ple could be rich in the United States very
easily. He wanted me to have a better life
and he did not know how to tell me he
loved me. 

ÒThat was why he put me on that
boat. In his way, he loved me enough to
send me away. I donÕt understand it, but
that is my life and why I came to the
United States. If my father had not done
what he did, you would probably not be
here and neither would any of us. Now I
am just grateful for that. Tengo
famiglia!Ó Gramps said with a shaky,
halting voice, holding back tears.

Thinking About GodÕs Family
This story is adapted from part of a

play I saw recently when we had a 50th

wedding anniversary celebration for my
parents. The play is called Over the River
and Through the Woods by Joe DiPietro.

It got me to thinking about our heav-
enly Father and His family. As part of His
family we should remember tengo
famiglia. Even though this world is often
cruel to us and we are sometimes even
rejected by family and friends because of
the truth, God gives us awesome promises.

Jesus told us that no matter what hap-
pened to us in this life, we would become
part of a family: 

ÒBut He answered them, saying,
ÔWho is My mother, or My brothers?Õ

And He looked around in a circle at those
who sat about Him, and said, ÔHere are
My mother and My brothers! For whoev-
er does the will of God is My brother and
My sister and motherÓ (Mark 3:33Ð35).

Jesus also said, ÒAssuredly, I say to
you, there is no one who has left house or
brothers or sisters or father or mother or
wife or children or lands, for My sake and
the gospelÕs, who shall not receive a hun-
dredfold now in this timeÑhouses and
brothers and sisters and mothers and chil-
dren and lands, with persecutionsÑand
in the age to come, eternal lifeÓ (Mark
10:29Ð30).

Nick’s grandfather
knew what it was like
to be a stranger in a

foreign land. He knew
how it felt to have no
family, no country, no

citizenship. That is why
having a family had so
much meaning for him.

ÒNow in this timeÓ we are part of a
family. The scriptures that refer to us as
brethren and children and sons and
daughters are numerous. 

What Holds a Family Together? 
ÒSince you have purified your souls in

obeying the truth through the Spirit in sin-
cere love of the brethren, love one another
fervently with a pure heart, having been
born again, not of corruptible seed but
incorruptible, through the word of God
which lives and abides foreverÓ (1 Peter
1:22Ð23).

We see from society that families that
do not know how to love each other fail.
When families fail we see the pain and the
hurt and lifelong effects it has on those
who suffer from it. God is showing us
many things by our physical families, but
even more so by our spiritual family.
NickÕs grandfather learned to value family
when it was taken away from him. He also
learned how much he needed a family and
how much the family needs each other.
How much more should we learn from and
value our spiritual family?

In 1 Corinthians 12, Paul talks about
how every part of a human body is neces-
sary. He shows that even though some
parts may not be as pretty or nice to look
at, they are necessary. He shows that we
all need each other and the gifts we bring
to the body, or the family. The body cannot
function the way it should unless every
partÑlarge or small, visible or not visible,
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pleasant to look at or not pleasant to look
atÑis working together. He also shows
that we do not decide what parts are in the
body, but God decides this. Our duty is to
make the choice to work together.

ÒThat there should be no schism in the
body, but that the members should have
the same care for one another. And if one
member suffers, all the members suffer
with it; or if one member is honored, all
the members rejoice with it. Now you are
the body of Christ, and members individu-
allyÓ (1 Corinthians 12:25Ð27).

ÒFor no one ever hated his own flesh,
but nourishes and cherishes it, just as the
Lord does the church. For we are members
of His body, of His flesh and of His bonesÓ
(Ephesians 5:29Ð30).

We all know this is symbolic of GodÕs
family as well. We are all part of the same
household. It is GodÕs household. Perhaps
we should think more about how we
would behave if we actually lived in a
house, all together, and God was the
Father of the household. I wonder how dif-
ferently we might behave as children in
that household?

I like the way the Living Bible trans-
lates Ephesians 2:19Ð22.

ÒNow you are no longer strangers to
God and foreigners to heaven, but you are
members of GodÕs very own family, citi-
zens of GodÕs country, and you belong in
GodÕs household with every other
Christian. What a foundation you stand
on now: the apostles and the prophets;
and the cornerstone of the building is
Jesus Christ himself! We who believe are
carefully joined together with Christ as
parts of a beautiful, constantly growing
temple for God. And you also are joined
with him and with each other by the Spirit
and are part of this dwelling place of
God.Ó

NickÕs grandfather knew what it was
like to be a stranger in a foreign land. He
knew how it felt to have no family, no
country, no citizenship. That is why hav-
ing a family had so much meaning for him.
That is why he wanted to constantly
remind Nick and the rest of the family how
important it was. 

Jesus did not give His life for each of
us so we could remain individuals. Jesus
gave His life for us so we could become
part of something much bigger. We are
each important. He gave His life for each
individual. But, after that, we are to
become part of a community. Part of a liv-
ing, working, healthy body. We cannot say
we do not need a family. We cannot say:
ÒIÕm out here and itÕs just me and Jesus! I
donÕt need to be part of a congregation.Ó
This flies in the face of everything Jesus
tried to teach us.

How important is family to you? How
important is family to us all?

Tengo famiglia! UNUN

Linda Schreiber attends the Austin,
Minnesota, congregation with her hus-
band, Todd, and son, Christopher. Their
son, Jon, is a student at ABC.
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Communicating More Effectively
by Teddi Treybig

Effective communication, we can all
agree, is an important part of healthy rela-
tionships. Employers often include effective
communication skills as a fundamental
requirement in job descriptions. Paul instruct-
ed the brethren in Colosse to, Òlet your con-
versation always be gracious and interesting,
so that you will know how to respond to any
particular individualÓ (Colossians 4:6; all
scriptural references in this article are taken
from the Complete Jewish Bible, translated
by David H. Stern).

But what does this really mean?
Communication is a two-way process. We
say (or write) something, and the recipient of
our message responds. We digest this
response and further the dialogue. The com-
munication continues back and forth as it
ebbs and flows between the parties.

Using clear language, sound logic, and
correct grammar are part of this communica-
tion process. But understanding when and
how to share information requires a very
complex understanding of not only the situa-
tion at hand, but also of the people involved.
And it also involves more than just talking or
writingÑit requires listening. 

Since mankind has been communicating
from creation, does GodÕs Word offer us any
insights and help in this basic human activi-
ty? The answer, not surprisingly, is a resound-
ing, ÒYes!Ó with helpful admonitions for both
our listening and our speaking. LetÕs explore
these two facets of effective communication.

Listening to Understand
Have you ever known people who

wouldnÕt listen? No doubt, they felt they
already knew what you were going to say, so
they jumped in and pronounced their edict
without hearing your input. 

Have you ever been the one who didnÕt
listen? Have you ever regretted your impul-
siveness? An ancient proverb states, ÒTo
answer someone before hearing him out is
both stupid and embarrassingÓ (Proverbs
18:13). James also reminds us, ÒTherefore,
my dear brothers, let every person be quick to
listen but slow to speakÓ (James 1:19).

(This is not to say that there isnÕt a time for
efficient, get-to-the-bottom-line communica-
tion. It takes wisdom to discern when continu-
ing to listen would only be a waste of time.)

There are numerous reasons why people
donÕt listen effectively. Perhaps the most
common one is a lack of practice. Many peo-
ple are habitually inattentive to what others
say to them. While someone is talking, these
people are mentally disconnected from the
conversation at hand. In their minds, they
may be going over the events of the day or
perhaps be thinking of things they would
rather be doing. If they are listening, they
may be formulating a response while the
speaker is stating his case. ÒA fool takes no
pleasure in trying to understand; he only
wants to express his own opinionÓ (Proverbs

18:2). Many important detailsÑincluding
critical nonverbal cuesÑare lost by not giv-
ing our undivided attention to a speaker. The
listener has only understood part of the
intended message.

Environment is frequently overlooked
as a factor that can contribute to poor listen-
ing. It is difficult to remain attentive when a
speaker is droning on for long periods of time
in a poorly ventilated room with inadequate
lighting. Or perhaps a family member tries to
tell you something important while youÕre
consoling a fussy baby and attempting to pre-
pare dinner. 

Environment can also include the appro-
priateness of the message for the setting
involved. ÒAword at the right time, how good
it is!Ó (Proverbs 15:23). Whispering to some-
one next to you about your Feast plans while
the minister is reading announcements during
church services would hinder the recipientÕs
ability to listen effectively. And if your
employer tells you that youÕre being trans-
ferred to Siberia as he walks by you at the
water cooler, the informal, public nature of
the setting could adversely affect your ability
to fully absorb his message. 

Another factor that can affect listening is
status. ÒThe poor man speaks beseechingly,
the rich manÕs answer is bluntÓ (Proverbs
18:23). OneÕs perception of position can
often distort communication. When speaking
with a person in a position of authorityÑsuch
as a parent or employerÑmany people will
craft their message to impress and not offend.
Sometimes, when speaking with a person of
equal or lower statusÑsuch as a coworker or
childÑindividuals may be unnecessarily
cold or insensitive to the listenerÕs needs.
Both the delivery and receipt of communica-
tion can be distorted by perceptions of status. 

A fourth factor that contributes to poor
listening is defensiveness. We all have some
insecurities that prevent us from receiving
messages we fear. There are certain things we
simply donÕt want to hear. This can be espe-
cially true when these issues affect our val-
ues, assumptions or self-image. Rather than
listening attentively when such topics arise,
we find ourselves becoming emotionally
defensive. Perhaps we try to divert the con-
versation, or tune out what is being said. ÒHe
who heeds life-giving correction will be at
home in the company of the wise. He who
spurns discipline detests himself, but he who
listens to correction grows in understandingÓ
(Proverbs 15:31Ð32).

Hidden agendas or purposeful decep-
tions are related factors that can also hinder
effective listening. Sometimes people have
motives they prefer not to reveal. When com-
municating with others, they may seek a
competitive advantage by being intentionally
ambiguous. Or perhaps they only present a
portion of the relevant information for your
consideration. If this continues over time, low
trust and a lack of cooperation will often
result. This technique has been around for
thousands of years. ÒThe first to state his case

seems right, till the other one comes and
cross-examinesÓ (Proverbs 18:17).

This can lead to hostility, which can also
negatively affect oneÕs ability to listen. If
goodwill is missing in a relationship, mes-
sages tend to be reframed in a negative way.
When trust is low and people are angry, no
matter what the speaker communicates, it is
likely to be distorted. Motives will be
ascribed and assumptions will be formulated
as to what the person really meant. Another
proverb wisely observes, ÒIt is harder to win
an offended brother than a strong cityÓ
(Proverbs 18:19). 

Speaking With Wisdom
Given these barriers to effectively com-

municating with others, what can we do to
improve our skills in this vital area? There are
numerous books available that provide useful
suggestions. One of them, Becoming a Master
Manager: A Competency Framework (Quinn,
Faerman, Thompson & McGrath, 1996, John
Wiley & Sons, Inc.) lists the following ÒRules
for Effective CommunicationÓ:

Be clear on who the receiver is. What is
the receiverÕs state of mind? What assump-
tions might he or she have concerning the
issue?

Know what your objective is. What do
you want to accomplish by sending the mes-
sage?

Analyze the climate. Is there something
you can do to help the receiver relax and be
more open to your communication?

Review the message in your head
before you say it. Listen to the practice mes-
sage from the point of view of the receiver. 

Communicate in the language of the
other person. Use examples and illustrations
that come from the world of the receiver.

If the receiver seems not to understand,
clarify the message. Ask questions. If repeti-
tion is necessary, try different words and
illustrations.

If the response is seemingly critical, do
not react defensively. Try to understand what
is happening in the receiver. Why is he or she
reacting negatively? The receiver may be
misunderstanding. Ask clarifying questions.

It can also be helpful to ask othersÑ
coworkers, friends or family membersÑto
provide constructive feedback on your
strengths and weaknesses as an effective com-
municator. ÒSomeone who is already wise
will hear and learn still moreÓ (Proverbs 1:5).

DonÕt be overwhelmed by these points.
You might find it helpful to work on one at a
time as a personal communication-building
program. The benefits are great! Applying
these basic principles will help us improve
our communication skills and increase our
effectiveness in both the workplace and in
our personal lives. UNUN

Teddi Treybig, M.A., lives in Lubbock,
Texas, with her husband, UCG pastor David
Treybig. She is the founder of Personality
Dynamics, a training and consulting firm
specializing in improving communication.



If you live in Bend, Oregon, you are
bound to hear of the United Church of God.
Not only does the Feast bring in more than a
thousand Church members to shine as lights
in the community, but every month for the
past four years the local newspaper, The
Bulletin (circulation around 30,000), has car-
ried an article by UCG pastor Larry Walker. 

Mr. Walker has taken advantage of the
free publicity offered by the paperÕs ÒPastorÕs
PulpitÓ feature, which is open to Central
Oregon pastors and religious leaders to
express their views. It is printed on the reli-
gion page, and the article lists the authorÕs
name and church affiliation.

ÒI have had many positive (and a few
negative) responses to articles I have writ-
ten,Ó said Mr. Walker. Four people have come
in contact with the Church and attended ser-
vices as a result of ÒPastorÕs Pulpit.Ó 

ÒI write about the Holy Days and holi-
days in their seasons. Other topics have
included doctrinal topics, news items and
issues of current interest. I mention the return
of Christ and the Kingdom of God in nearly
every article,Ó Mr. Walker said.

Some of the articles get extra mileage by
being used in the ChurchÕs Virtual Christian
Magazine (vcmagazine.org).

ÒThis has been a great way to preach the
gospel and acquaint the readership with the
United Church of God. And there is no cost,Ó
Mr. Walker said.

Though other religious leaders do write
for the column, Mr. Walker is the only regu-
lar writer. ÒI have probably written more
ÔPastorÕs PulpitÕ articles than all other con-
tributors put together. For whatever reason,
no one else has capitalized on the opportuni-
ty to the degree that I have.Ó

Along with the free publicity, the con-
gregation also pays to have a listing with the
time and location of services on the religion
page every week. The listing includes their
Web address, www.ucgbend.org.

Interesting Responses
A lady from nearby Redmond, Oregon,

wrote in the guest book of the Bend Web
page, ÒI got the Web site address from the
church ads in The BulletinÕs Saturday paper. I
am always disappointed when I donÕt find
one of LarryÕs ÔPastorÕs PulpitsÕ in the paper.Ó

Most of the responses have come from
people who want to know more about the
Sabbath and Holy Days, Mr. Walker said.
ÒSome of them have expressed excitement
and joy to find out there is a Christian church

that observes these days. I know that we had
people from the community attend services at
the Feast in Bend, because our Sunday atten-
dance of 1,242 was the highest of any day,
even higher than the first Holy Day (1,180).
Also, one community member filled out a
survey. This person wrote, ÔI live here but
came to learn more of what you are about.
Good messages!! Learned a lot!ÕÓ

An article Mr. Walker wrote concerning
the beating death of the young gay, Matthew
Shepard, was quoted in a front-page article
titled ÒDeath Sparks Church Debate.Ó The
title of Mr. WalkerÕs article was, ÒHate, Not
Homosexuality, Is Issue in Beating Death.Ó 

The reporter contacted Mr. Walker as a

result of his article to ask for his reaction and
response to the situation. She quoted him as
saying, Ò ÔI think it is shameful that any
human being would treat another human
being in that brutal fashion,Õsaid Pastor Larry
Walker of the United Church of God in Bend.
ÔThere should be outrage from anyone who
has Christian values.Õ Ó Another quote from
later in the article: ÒAlthough he does not
agree with a homosexual lifestyle, he said he
can love people who are gays and lesbians.Ó

Mr. Walker also mentioned a response to
his article, ÒLessons From Littleton.Ó ÒA lady
from Bend called me in tears to thank me for
helping her understand how God could allow
such a terrible tragedy. She attended services
several times since then. She even attended
Feast of Trumpets services accompanied by a
friend who is a retired Lutheran minister.
When she asked him why their church does-
nÕt keep or even talk about the Holy Days, he
confessed that he had similar questions while
in seminary, questions like, Why donÕt we
baptize with water, wash feet and observe
food laws? Of course I told her we do all of
these. That was a year ago, and she has dis-
continued attending. She is very involved in
Lutheran ministries, but she credits me for a
perspective on the Bible that she had never
heard before.Ó

Mr. Walker has received very few nega-
tive responses. ÒA Catholic priest who has a
regular monthly column has taken much
more flak for doctrinal statements he has
made in his column, some of which I have
countered in ÔPastorÕs PulpitÕ articles. The
most notable was in response to his article,
ÔWho Will God Let Into Heaven?ÕHe opened
the gates to sincere adherents of any and all
religions. Many people wrote in condemning
his reasoning, citing passages which mention
the necessity of accepting Christ in order to
be saved. I saw this as an ideal opportunity to
write about this not being the only day of sal-
vation. My article ran on the same page as his
sequel. The editor entitled my article, ÔGod
Has a Much Better Plan.Õ Ó

Getting Started
ÒWe had lived here for about a year

when I saw the first ÔPastorÕs PulpitÕ article.
That was the first I knew about the feature.
Since it was free, and I enjoy writing, I decid-
ed to take advantage of the opportunity. I
realized the golden opportunity it afforded to
preach the gospel at no cost.Ó UNUN
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Bend, Oregon, Pastor Prints Pieces in Newspaper

That hat meant a lot to me, but
what was I saying to the kid

who crushed it?

by W. Fred Crow

I was in Oakhurst, California, working
at the United Youth Camp during my vaca-
tion the last week of June.

I was the water supervisor and lifeguard
down at Bass Lake and every one of the 174
campers visited ÒFredÕs WorldÓ at least twice
during the week. Speed boats, skiing, inner
tubes and great waterÑbeing located at the
lake all day was nice duty...long hours but
nice duty.

In the Hot Seat
When I returned to my lifeguard station

after one lunch break I found that one of the
young fellows had grabbed my seat. I chased
the little rascal away with a good-natured
grin. I had one of the best locations for visi-
bility, and seemingly the only comfortable
chair on the lake front. It figured that one of
the fellows would try to snatch it from me.

Being in my chair was not really a prob-
lem. That was, until I looked down and saw
that the young man had sat without looking,
and had crushed my Panama Jack straw hat
and my sun glasses.

Arrgh! That hat had been with me for
years and years. It had traveled with me

everywhereÑAlaska, Hawaii, the West
Coast, the East Coast, down the Florida Keys
and aboard cruise ships... I loved that hat!

Why, I took that little #$%^& aside and
beat him sens...well, no. That may have been
an immediate impulse, but instead I grum-
bled loudly for a bit letting everyone know I
wasnÕt the happiest of souls. Then, putting
emotion aside, my sanity took over.

I did take the young fellow aside.
Having seen his face fall while I was emo-
tionally grousing over his mistake, I wanted
him to know that he was worth more than the
hat ever would be, and I apologized for my
error. I wanted him to know that sitting on
my hat was a mistake, but the hat was Òjust a
thingÓ (my favorite phrase) and I valued him
more than any old twisted and formed straw
fedora. We make mistakes, we learn from
mistakes, we grow from mistakes, but we are
not our mistakes.

I also realized itÕs similar to driving
defensively. I should have expected someone
might sit in my chair, so I should have placed
the hat and glasses out of harmÕs way. Lesson
learned.

WhatÕs It Worth?
Another lesson learned: By our reac-

tions we sometimes give children the mes-
sage that they are not worth a glass of spilled
milk, a misplaced sock, a broken window or
a crushed hat. Very quickly they pick up the
message about their worth compared to
whatÕs important to their parents and other

adults. If we act as if the world came to an
end when milk is spilled, what do we do for
an encore if something serious were to
occur?

Kids make mistakesÑthatÕs a simple
fact. After guiding two young people to age
22, I can rightly attest this to be true. It hap-
pens. Kids goof up. ItÕs normal. But that
doesnÕt remove them from the list of the
most valued resources on the planet!

A misplaced sock, broken window,
spilled milk or crushed hat is not the end of
the world. What is important is that the child
knows that he or she is valued uncondition-
ally.

This was a lesson in perspective and
understanding. I have a usable but damaged
hat (yep, IÕm still wearing it) that enjoys a
deeper history, and, in spite of the mistake,
that young fellow knows I value himÑmore
than just a hat.

We need always to keep in mind that
mistakes of young people may inconve-
nience us, distract us and disappoint us, but
their mistakes should not diminish their
value in our lives. 

Our response to their mistakes needs to
be in tune with whatÕs needed to help them
understand and grow. Our young people
need to know, through our words and deeds,
that they are worth all the time and energy it
takes to work with them and encourage
them. They should know through our uncon-
ditional love that they are worth more than an
old, well-worn, well-traveled hat. UNUN

A ChildÕs Worth



Beloit Organizes Clothing
Giveaway Before First

Winter Storm Hits

ÒThank you, thank you, thank you!Ó
were the words we heard repeatedly on
Sunday, December 10, 2000, during the

Clothing Giveaway. The event was spon-
sored by the Beloit, Wisconsin, congregation
and hosted at Walker Elementary School in
Rockford, Illinois. We had three vans, four
SUVs and one car loaded with clothing
donated by the congregation.

Flyers were sent to over 80 area home-
less shelters and organizations, along with
press releases to 15 media outlets in the
Rockford area. Church members donated
over eight vehicles full of clothing and sever-
al members spent the morning sorting and
displaying it on long tables in the school
gymnasium.

After sorting, we took a quick lunch
break before opening the doors to the public
at noon. Immediately after a blessing on the
meal that also asked that many
in the community would bene-
fit by the congregationÕs dona-
tions, we were notified that
people were already waiting to
come inÑalmost an hour early.
A steady stream of people
began in late morning and con-
tinued nonstop for three hours.
Brethren were asked to provide
cookies and other refreshments
for those coming to the give-
away and they were greatly
appreciated by those attending.

Local television stations
arrived to report on the event.
Gale Black, who coordinated
the event for the Beloit congregation, was
interviewed by a Rockford television sta-
tion and the interview was the second top
story during the 5 p.m. and 10 p.m. evening
news. The story mentioned that the event
was sponsored by members of the United
Church of God from Beloit and was very
positive in its report. 

Over 150 needy people were helped
by the clothing donations. Almost all of
the shoes, coats, hats, mittens, boots,
clothing, bedding and blankets were taken.
The remaining items were donated to a
shelter in Beloit and to the Rescue Mission
in Rockford. 

One woman sought out those who were
present from
the Church.
She gave us
her special
words of
t h a n k s
because the
d o n a t i o n s
came at a
difficult time
for her fami-
ly. She said,
ÒGod will
bless you for
this!Ó

T h e
event ended
m i d a f t e r -

noon and that very evening the first major
snowstorm of the winter arrived, blanketing
the area with a foot of snow and severe wind
chills. So the timing couldnÕt have been bet-
ter for those receiving the clothing. 

Gale Black

Melbourne East Has
Family Day/Talent and

Craft Evening

ThereÕs so much more to the person
sitting next to you in church than meets the
eye, as the combined Melbourne and
Wodonga, Australia, congregations discov-
ered recently. Services began with the

youth involved in preparation for services:
setting up chairs, helping with sound and
video, arranging flowers, performing spe-
cial music, playing some hymns and after-
wards serving the afternoon tea. They did a
wonderful job! 

For the sermonette Don Goodger had
the youth sit in front wearing name tags. He

told them a story about an incident with
young children in the Church in early
America. Then he asked the children their
views on the Church and the Sabbath. We
discovered they come to services to learn
about God and have fun! Barry Williams
followed with a sermon on the roles and
values of all family members to the family
of God and the future of the Church. 

A delicious dinner of hot baked pota-
toes filled with chili con carne, coleslaw
and cake was provided by our able ladies
for the princely sum of $2. This and a live-
ly cacophony of conversation was enjoyed
around a crackling log fire. 

Then what followed was most reveal-
ing. Everyone was asked to bring along a
sample of a hobby or interest. We had poet-
ry, paintings, leadlighting, knitting, needle-
pointing, upholstering, photography, tapes-
try, pottery, leatherwork, electronics, card
collections, scrapbooks and a collage in 3D.
One ladyÕs talent was to run a very popular
childrenÕs activity table. Then vocal, instru-
mental, drama and recitation talents came
into their own with a half-hour fun and tal-
ent show to close the evening.

Dawn Goodger

South Central Region
Hosts Family Camp-Out

Just under 300 campers enjoyed beau-
tiful fall weather at the fourth annual
Regional Family Camp-out held at Lake
Livingston State Park in Livingston, Texas,
on the weekend of November 10 to 12,
2000.

Campers met at the activity center
from 6 to 9 Friday evening and enjoyed a
meal of barbecued brisket and chicken
served up by the Nickerson family. That
evening, a telescope was available for
stargazing on the nearby peninsula.

On Sabbath morning, from 10:30-
11:30, the annual hymn sing-along was
held at the activity center. A preteen puppet
show was held at the same time in the near-
by amphitheater. The sing-along is eagerly

anticipated by those who have taken part in
previous yearsÕ camp-outs. Dick Hegna,
from our East Texas congregation, leads the
sing-along and turns the participants into a
choir. This year, one song in particular
sounded well-rehearsed and Mr. Hegna
formed an impromptu ensemble which per-
formed special music for the members
attending the afternoon Bible study.

For Bible study, held from 2:30 to
3:30, attendance grew to over 300. An inter-
active Bible study for the teens, titled
ÒPeople to People,Ó was held at the same
time. In the general Bible study, Ken Giese
presented an interesting message refuting
the theory of evolution by using facts about
birds to support his points.

Campers and guests were also treated
to special guest speakersÑtalking birds,
owned and trained by Mary McNeely of
Hawkins, Texas. The message and presen-
tation were a hit with everyone in atten-
dance.

After the Bible studies, campers gath-
ered their lawn chair, blankets and friends,
and went back to their various campsites for
a meal and fellowship.

Family Fun Night was held from 6:30
to 9 Sabbath evening. Tables were set up for
board games, card games, and dominoes
inside the activity center. Outside many
people enjoyed a huge game of
PictionaryÑusing such large sheets of
paper that whole groups could view the
drawing in progress. Prizes were awarded
to the winning Pictionary teams. 

At 9 p.m. the games wound down and
campers spent the next hour in fellowship
and cleanup.

On Sunday, campers enjoyed fellow-
ship and leisurely pursuits until the check-
out time of 2 p.m.

Next yearÕs camp-out, coordinated by
Koehler and June Powell, members of the
Houston North congregation, is planned for
November 2 to 4, 2001. Interested campers
may contact the Powells at the following e-
mail address kjpowell2@juno.com.

Michelle Machin

United News  January 2001  13

The Beloit, Wisconsin, congregation sponsored a clothing giveaway to
those in need in the community December 10 (photo by Gale Black)

Local Church UpdatesÉ

Vocal group performs at Melbourne East social (from
left): Penny and Kim McQueen, Toby Goodger, Steve

Mihalec, Natalie McQueen and Rennie Banham

Salt Lake City Ski Weekend/ABC Lectures
Presidents’ Day Weekend, February 17–19, 2001

Name______________________________________________________________ 

Mailing Address_____________________________________________________

City________________________________  State_____  Zip Code____________

Phone_______________________________  E-mail________________________

Attending Only ABC Lectures ❑ Yes ❑ No

Ski Level:         ❑ Beginner           ❑ Intermediate           ❑ Advanced

Cross-Country Skiing________ Roommate____________________________

Cost: $45 per person for skiing, $10 if not skiing. Make checks to UCG-SLC. For more
details, see article in December issue, call (801) 943-6786 or e-mail bill_jahns@ucg.org.

Return this form by February 10 to:
United Church of God, P.O. Box 933, Sandy, UT 84091
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Births
Jeff and Alisa (Ferdig)

Lockhart, formerly of Mississippi,
but now residing in Nassau,

Bahamas, would like to share the
news of the birth of their daughter,
Adrianna Michele. She was born
October 11, 2000, weighing 6
pounds 10 ounces and was 193/4

inches long. Proud grandparents Art
and Elaine Ferdig and Randell and
Alice Lockhart were in attendance
for the special occasion. 

Shawn and Beth Cortelyou of
La Harpe, Illinois, are happy to
announce the birth of their second
child, Emma Kate, on September
16, 2000. She was 221/2 inches long

and weighed 9 pounds 3 ounces. Big
sister Megan is 21/2 years old and is
delighted with her new baby. Larry
and Terri Cortelyou of La Harpe and
Ed and Patti Corbitt of Knoxville,
Tennessee, are the grandparents.

Vincent and Rebecca Del
Signore announce the birth of their
baby, Vincent Gianni, born October
13, 2000. He weighed in at 9 pounds
9 ounces and was 20 inches long.
Sophia and Ariana are excited to

have a brother, and Vinny, Sr. is
ecstatic!

Engagement
With both families and their

close friends attending the Feast in
Hobart, Tasmania, Australia, Steven
Mihalec and Kimberly McQueen
decided to announce their engage-
ment on Saturday night, October 14,
2000. Eighteen family members
gathered together in one unit to cele-

brate being together and regale one
another with many of the favorite
and hilarious family stories and
jokes. When a subtle move was
made to break up the party, Steven
simply announced his and KimÕs
wedding intentions. Out came the
champagne Dad had stowed away
just in case, a beautiful ring and hugs
all round. A very happy and special
way to begin a Feast!

Wedding
Karlene Marie Lee, daughter

of Harold and Alfreda Lee of Fort
Worth, Texas, and Jason Jess
McCoy, son of Kenneth and
Michele McCoy of Summerville,
Oregon, were married on September
17, 2000, in Oregon City, Oregon.
The ceremony was performed by
Harold Smith. Bridesmaids were
Jenny Fuller and Keva Lee, and

groomsmen were Greg Radtke and
Stuart Kelly. Eric Lee, Brett McCoy
and Robert Slocum served as ushers.

The couple resides in Beaverton,
Oregon, and attends the Portland
West congregation.

Anniversaries
Lloyd and Norma Nelson of

Rochester, Minnesota, observed
their silver wedding anniversary
May 4, 2000. They were honored
after services when Steve Myers
presented the couple with a card
from the congregation. Norma wore
her wedding dress for the occasion.
Cake, punch and coffee were served.

Each had been widowed short-
ly after baptism so their union
brought together eight children. On
June 25 the children and their fami-
lies, now numbering more than 40,
gathered in the NelsonÕs home for a
lovely family picnic put on by the
children. A beautifully engraved sil-
ver pitcher was presented from the

children: Kathy (Dennis) Lausted of
Eau Claire, Wisconsin; Peggy
(Scott) Moss of Ft. Wayne, Indiana;
Peter (Mary Beth) Nelson, Amy
Nelson and Tadd (Janice) Nelson of
the Rochester area; Brad (Lubov)
Snyder of Oneida, Illinois; and Mary
Snyder of Cincinnati, Ohio. Their
son Todd Snyder died September 1,
1999.

Lloyd and Norma Nelson have
19 grandchildren and 4 great-grand-
children. They serve as deacon and
deaconess in the Austin, Minnesota,
congregation.

Family and members of the
Toowoomba, Queensland, Aust-
ralia, congregation took time out
between services on the Feast of
Trumpets to honor Tom and Anne
Burchard on their 40th wedding
anniversary. Their daughter, Julie,
with the help of her husband, Wray,
organized a beautiful anniversary
cake for the occasion. Son, Peter,
spoke of the fine example his par-
ents had set over the years, thanked

them for their love and guidance,
and wished them many more years
of happy life together.

Obituaries
Margaret Gurine Brown, 60,

of Hudson, Wisconsin, died October
23, 2000, after an eight-year struggle
with ovarian cancer.  Margaret was a
member of the St. Paul, Minnesota,
congregation. Her greatest pleasures
were her family and wide circle of
friends. She is remembered for the
love and acceptance she shared so
readily with others.

Margaret is survived by her hus-
band, Robert E. Brown, Jr; four chil-
dren: Deborah, Robert III, Stephen
(Shelly) and Daniel; and three grand-
children: David, Matthew and Molly.
She was preceded in death by her
daughter, Mary.

Memorial services were con-
ducted on October 27, 2000, by
Cory Erickson, elder and longtime
friend, and by Mitchell Knapp, pas-
tor of the St. Paul congregation.

Marie Hudson, 90, of
Greensboro, North Carolina, died
October 25, 2000. She was a very
faithful and diligent member of the
Church since 1974. She would never
miss a service or Feast until her
health began to fail in the last two

years. She is survived by seven chil-
dren. The funeral was conducted by
David Mills in Greensboro on
October 30.

Kenneth William Christopher,
79, of Vienna, West Virginia, died
November 20, 2000. He was an
elder in the United Church of God in
Marietta, Ohio.

He was born August 5, 1921,
near Marietta, the son of the late
Allen S. and Gladys Grimm
Christopher. He was a combat veter-
an of the U.S. Army in World War II,
serving with distinction as a platoon
commander. He was awarded the
Combat Infantry Badge and was
decorated with a Bronze Star and
two Purple Hearts for wounds
received in combat. He had a distin-
guished academic career and served
as a principal and a superintendent in
several school districts.

Survivors include his wife of 54
years, Adghuel Lee Nance
Christopher, to whom he was mar-
ried on December 21, 1946; two
daughters and sons-in-law, Nancy
and Ronald Kelley, and Alice and
Craig Harper; four grandchildren,
Scott Kelley and his wife Nicole,
Jennifer Kelley and Angela and
Zachary Harper; one great-grand-
son, Terrence Kelley; two brothers,
Charles and Hugh Christopher; and
one sister, Margaret Lattin. He was
preceded in death by one sister,
Eileen Householder; and two infant
sons.

Bill B. Waggoner, 80, of
Nashville, Tennessee, died
November 23, 2000. He was born
December 9, 1919. Funeral services
were conducted November 26 by
Bill Vernich, an elder in the
Nashville congregation.

George and Jan Waller of
Redding, California, died just six
months apart. They had been mar-
ried for 10 years and both were
deeply loved and highly respected
longtime members of the Red Bluff,
California, congregation.

Janice Tourney Waller, 76, died
January 18, 2000, from renal failure.
She is survived by four children, 25
grandchildren, 12 great-grandchil-
dren and one great-great-grandson.

George Waller, 83, died June
16, 2000, after a short illness due to
heart failure. He was baptized in San
Jose, California, in 1972. 

Jim Chapman officiated at both
memorial services.

AnnouncementsÉ

Emma Kate Cortelyou

Adrianna Michele Lockhart

Steven Mihalec and Kim McQueen

Jason and Karlene McCoy

Vincent Gianni Del Signore

Lloyd and Norma Nelson

Tom and Anne Burchard



Correction: ÒDid God Give a Calendar?Ó
In the article ÒDid God Give a

Calendar?Ó in the November United News, a
statement was incorrect. Here is the correct
paragraph with the two additional words in
italic:

It should be noted that the spring
equinox in the northern hemisphere always
occurs during or before the first month of the
Hebrew calendar. Therefore, the first month
is always the Òmonth of springÓ even though
the first day of the year may be prior to the
equinox.

GN Reader Looking for Good Church
I want to thank you for sending me your

magazine and information for the last year. I
read your magazine from front to back as
soon as it hits the mailbox. ItÕs the best mag-
azine out. I was wondering if you could refer
me to a good church in Bristol, Connecticut?

Bristol, Connecticut

Feast Cybercast
This message is to express my thanks to

the Church for the cybercast of the Feast of
Tabernacles sermons and the Last Great Day
service from Bend, Oregon. It is a pleasure to
listen to a live service, to hear the voices of so
many who are but printed names, and to
share in the worship offered on a Holy Day.

Portland, Oregon

Good News in Prison
Thank you for The Good News. I have

found your magazine to be interesting,
informative and factual in accordance with
the Scriptures. Your articles reflect not
only the problems of this age, but remind
me that GodÕs plan has never changed and
inspires me to live in accordance with His
laws and commandments.

I am incarcerated because I broke
GodÕs laws by my disobedience. Yes, I
also broke manÕs laws, but man cannot
bring about restoration of the soul or a new
life. Only my complete surrender to GodÕs
will has enabled me to become a new man
through Christ Jesus. Your magazine

keeps me in touch with the real world as it
emphasizes the imminent return of the
Kingdom of God and His fulfilling grace.
This is indeed ÒGood News.Ó

I am enclosing requests for several of
your publications to be sent to my wife. She
too is renewing her faith and I believe your
articles and publications will add to her
enlightenment. I thank God for your ministry.

Jefferson City, Missouri
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News at a GlanceÉ
Elder Credentialed and

Minister Hired
Shannon Lucas was credentialed at the

latest Council of Elders meetings in Texas.
Mr. Lucas and his wife, Naomi, serve in the
Hammond, Indiana, congregation.

Richard Pinelli, Ministerial Services
operation manager, also announced that the
Council approved the hiring of James Capo
as a church pastor. He and his wife, Nancy,
will assist Larry Neff in the Denver and
Colorado Springs, Colorado, area until spring
when they will be reassigned to a pastorate.

USA Today Quotes UCG
Pastor

Steve Nutzman, pastor of the Beloit and
Wisconsin Dells, Wisconsin, congregations,
was interviewed for a story about religion on
the Internet that appeared in the December
21, 2000, issue of USA Today.

The article, titled ÒThe Faithful Believe
in NetÕs Power; Spirit Moves Clergy and
Members to Take Religion Online,Ó appeared
on page 3D.

The author, Leslie Miller, points out that
most churchesÕWeb sites are Òreal meat-and-
potatoes sitesÓ that meet local needs.

ÒThatÕs certainly the case at the 130-
member United Church of God in Beloit,
Wis., where...Steve Nutzman, 51, Webcasts
services in streaming audio, with help from a
couple of techie members.

ÒThey donÕt do it to show off, he saysÑ
ÔThatÕs not why we would put time and
money into itÕÑbut to serve members who
are sometimes prevented by illness or winter
weather from getting to church.

ÒÔWe had a snowstorm last weekend,
and our attendance was down by 40%, but I
knew that day we would have quite a few lis-
tening in,Õ he says.

ÒNutzman thinks some churchgoers
might be surprised to hear that ministers are

interested in new technology: ÔItÕs breaking
the mold, isnÕt it?ÕÓ

The article quotes a study by the Pew
Internet & American Life Project which finds
that 21 percent of Net users seek spiritual
material online.

The article was posted on the Internet at
www.usatoday.com/usatonline/20001221
/293469s.htm.

CGCF Minister Recovers
Warren Zehrung, a pastor in the

Church of God, a Christian Fellowship, and a
member of the task force meeting with
UnitedÕs task force, is fully recovered from
the heart condition that prevented him from
attending the November task force meetings.

According to The Church of God, a
Christian Fellowship Newsletter (December
13, 2000), ÒA routine health examination
indicated that a part of his heart was not being
sufficiently supplied with oxygen. The proce-
dure was serious but its purpose was to pre-
clude a future fatal heart attack. Everything
went well during the procedure to fully open
a partially blocked artery and he went home
and back to work the very next day.Ó

Canada Mails 50 Percent
More in 2000

The Canadian office sent out more than
100,000 pieces of literature in the year 2000,
Anthony Wasilkoff announced December 21.
ÒThis number includes the sum total of all of
our magazines, booklets and the Bible Study
Course. This is a 50 percent increase over last
year when we sent out 67,051 pieces of liter-
ature,Ó he said.

PC Answers More Than a
Thousand Questions
Ministers assisting in the Personal

Correspondence (PC) area sent 1,189 let-

ters and messages in answer to readersÕ
questions. Cecil Maranville handled 727
of these that primarily came in by postal
mail. 

Another 462 e-mail messages were
handled by four field pastors on a rotating
basis. The pastors are Thomas Clark, Bob
Fahey, Mike Hanisko and Noel Hornor.

The e-mail messages handled by
Personal Correspondence increase by 43
percent over 1999, from 323 to 462.

More than 4,500 messages total were
received through the Internet at
info@ucg.org, and nearly every one received
a reply, but most are not as extensive as those
that are answered by Personal Correspon-
dence.

More Than 200 Baptized
Around the World

In the year 2000, at least 218 new broth-
ers and sisters were added to the Church
around the world.

This includes a
young woman from
Sweden who was bap-
tized in the United States
before moving to the
British Isles, and a young
woman who counseled
for baptism in Canada but
returned to Australia to
be baptized by her father.
The number does not
include the man in Canada who had been
baptized previously, but never had hands
laid on him. The elders determined there
was no need to baptize him again, but they
did perform the laying on of hands!

Here are the total baptisms for those
areas that reported baptisms last year:

Australia..............................4
Belarus ................................1
Cameroon..........................12
Canada ................................7

Chile ..................................14
Colombia ............................3
El Salvador..........................8
Guatemala ........................14
Malawi ................................1
Mexico ..............................10
Nigeria ................................2
Philippines ........................11
South Africa........................4
Tonga ..................................1
United States ..................123
Zambia ................................3

At press time reports on number of
b a p t i s m s
had not been
r e c e i v e d
from the
C a r i b b e a n
or Italy.

LettersÉ

Letters may be edited for length and clarity.
Comments and suggestions to improve
United News welcome. Mail to: United News,
P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-
1027, or e-mail mike_bennett@ucg.org.

Reg Wright, pastor of the Toowoomba,
Queensland, Australia, congregation,

baptized Penny Muller at the Noosa Feast
site this year. Her grandparents, parents
and sisters shared the special occasion

Natasha
Gromova

became the first
person baptized
from Belarus, in
Eastern Europe.

She came in
contact with the

Church through a
member in
Barbados
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Church Prints More
Than Half Million
Booklets in 2000

More than half a million booklets
were printed or reprinted in the year 2000
alone. End of the year orders for reprinting
15,000 of the Sabbath booklet and 20,000
of the Heaven & Hell booklet brought the
total to 511,000 booklets for the year
2000Ña 38 percent increase over the
369,000 printed in 1999. This puts our
overall booklet total at 1.2 million and
climbing!

We printed 40,000 of the Heaven &
Hell booklet in September, but it proved so
popular that we completely exhausted our
supply several weeks ago; thus weÕve had to
reprint it far earlier than weÕd anticipated.

We also have a couple of additional,
significant booklet projects going to the
printer that will add to the 2001 total. They
are: The United States and Britain in Bible
Prophecy and What Does the Bible Teach
About Clean and Unclean Meats?

In addition to these, we are actively
working on writing and editing several
more booklets, which we hope to publish
in the next few months.

Scott Ashley

GN Advertised on the
Internet at GoTo.com
WeÕve been pleased with increased

responses from our advertising efforts on
the World Wide Web at GoTo.com. It is
one of our most cost-effective promotion-
al efforts. We pay to have certain key-
words appear near the top of search list-
ings for those keywords. The more you
pay, the higher up the list you get. If no
one else is interested in paying for a spe-
cific keyword, then we can get on top of
the listing for a penny. We have decided
not to pay more than 20 cents for any one
keyword.

The keywords are updated each issue
of the Good News magazine to reflect arti-
cles in that issue. Some keywords remain
constant, like United, God, church, Bible,
Christ, etc. When someone clicks on one
of our keywords at GoTo.com, they are
transported to an ad for the Good News
magazine and a free subscription. We find
that about 1 in 10 people then request the
free subscription. 

Through November there had been
20,435 click-throughs to the GN ad, with
1,388 subscriptions requested. This adds
up to a $2.43 cost per GN subscription
generated. WeÕve had a big increase in
subscription requests over the past few
months, primarily because GoTo.com now
has an Internet search partnership with
Netscape, Earthlink and America On-Line.

Peter Eddington

Periodicals Postage 
paid at Milford, Ohio,

and at additional mailing offices
United News

WhatÕs New 
on the Web?

¥ Listen to Real Audio files of
the Good News radio program. 

http://www.ucg.org/radio

¥ See the Winter Camp 2000 Web
site for pictures and news!

http://www.wintercamp.org

¥ Three new Teen Bible Discussion
Guides are on the Web. 

http://www.ucg.org/
a/teenbs/teenstudies.htm

¥ The 12th lesson of the Bible
Study Course, titled ÒGodÕs
Festivals: Keys to HumanityÕs
Future,Ó is now online in PDF
(620K) and HTML formats.

http://www.ucg.org/
articles/bsc/

¥ The January Virtual Christian
Magazine is available.

http://vcmagazine.org

¥ Read our newest French booket
in PDF (184K) format: L'�vangile
du Royaume.

http://www.ucg.org/
html/francais.shtml

¥ The November/December edi-
tion of La Buona Notizia is avail-
able in our Italian section in PDF
(1.6MB) format.

http://www.ucg.org/
html/italiano.shtml

¥ Check out the local multimedia
efforts by United congregations:
Tomorrow television by Portland,
Oregon; Good News television by
Beloit, Wisconsin; World News and
Prophecy radio by Donald Ward;
and The World Tomorrow on MANX
radio on the Isle of Man.

http://www.ucg.org/
a/localc/multimedia.htm

¥ Regular updates from the presi-
dent and home office staff, plus
news of the work United is doing,
are posted on our news page.

http://www.ucg.org/a/news/
news.htm

If you have any questions or
comments, please contact:

webmaster@ucg.org

News at a GlanceÉ

Year-End Statistics at a Glance
The total mail processed in the year

2000 doubled over the previous year, in
large part because of the 184 percent
increase in cards received requesting liter-
ature. Cards from ReaderÕs Digest made
up 26,090 of these, while waiting room

cards brought in another 12,510 subscrip-
tion requests for the Good News maga-
zine. The brochure program brought in
5,040 subscriptions over the year.

The test of the Good News radio pro-
gram brought in 636 responses in its first
20 weeks. The top weekend for radio calls
in 2000 was December 23 and 24, with 81
calls. This was in spite of two of the nine
stations not airing the program about
Christmas.

Two subscriber development letters
were sent to Good News readers offering
literature. The June letter received 11,801
responses (14 percent) and the August let-
ter received 18,612 responses (16 percent).


