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arriage is the building block of families. 
Families are the building blocks of commu-
nities. Communities are the building blocks 

of society. When marriages and families break down, so do  
communities and ultimately society and civilization as a whole. 
We’ve seen this pattern before, and we’re witnessing it again as  
this bedrock of society increasingly crumbles.

Consider the costs when marriage is debased and discarded.  
A landmark 2008 study titled The Taxpayer Costs of Divorce and 
Unwed Childbearing concluded that breakdown of the family costs 
U.S. taxpayers a minimum of at least $112 billion each year, or 
more than $1 trillion in a decade. 

That figure includes major costs for “higher rates of crime, drug 
abuse, education failure, chronic illness, child abuse, domestic 
violence, and poverty . . . more welfare expenditure; increased 

remedial and special education expenses . . . increased Medicaid 
and Medicare costs; [and] increasingly expensive and harsh crime-
control measures,” among other things. 

The National Fatherhood Initiative website cites a number of 
studies showing that:

• “Children in father-absent homes are almost four times more 
likely to be poor.”

• “Children born to single mothers show higher levels of aggres-
sive behavior than children born to married mothers.”

• “Infant mortality rates are 1.8 times higher for infants of 
unmarried mothers than for married mothers.”

• “A 2002 Department of Justice survey of 7,000 inmates 
revealed that 39 percent of jail inmates lived in mother-only 
households.”

• “There is significantly more drug use among children who do 
not live with their mother and father.”

• “A poor parental bond with one’s father was highly predictive 
of depression, a well-known predictor of alcohol abuse and related 
problems for both females and males.”

• “Youth who have experienced divorce, separation, or a non-
union birth have significantly higher levels of behavioral problems 
in school than do youth who have always lived with both biological 
parents.”

These depressing findings make it all the more disturbing that 
different groups, movements and even political parties wish to rede-
fine marriage and family. Do fruits like the sad conclusions stated 
above not demonstrate the folly of tampering with an institution the 
Creator of human beings designed?

As Jesus Christ Himself said: “Have you not read that He who 
made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’ and 
said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’? So then, 
they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God has joined 
together, let not man separate” (Matthew 19:4-6; quoting Genesis 
1:27; 2:24). 

This is how God designed marriage. As we show in the articles 
in this issue, when we reject or redefine this pattern, we reap the 
tragic consequences. Never let yourself be lulled into thinking that 
marriage doesn’t matter!

          —Scott Ashley, Managing editor

When marriages and families break down, so do 
communities and ultimately society as a whole.
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s Modern Family God’s idea of family? 
This ABC television comedy series, now 
in its fourth season, could help reshape 
your children’s view of marriage and 
family.

The fictional story follows the family 
lives of Jay Pritchett, his adult daughter 
Claire Dunphy and his adult son Mitchell 
Pritchett—all living in the Los Angeles 
area. Jay, having split from his longtime 
wife, is remarried to a much younger 
woman, Gloria, and helps her raise her pre-
teen son Manny. Claire, a homemaker and 

mom in a traditional family, is married to 
Phil Dunphy, and they have three children. 
And then there’s Mitchell’s household.

This brief description leaves out some 
important plot elements, though. Jay spends 
his time making fun of Gloria, a native of 
Colombia, and especially her son Manny. 
Claire’s husband Phil is attracted to Glo-
ria, the wife of his father-in-law. Jay’s son 
Mitchell is gay, and he and his partner 
Cameron Tucker raise together an adopted 
Vietnamese baby girl, Lily.

Now here’s the kicker: The producers of 

Modern Family aim to represent, humor-
ously, the alleged 94 percent of U.S. fami-
lies today characterized by clinicians as 
dysfunctional.

Of course, those who don’t view their 
families in the Modern Family category 
might be distraught over what is now 
portrayed as typical. Yet the presumption 
among producers and network executives 
would seem to be that even if the show is not 
an accurate portrayal of the modern Ameri-
can family, it will still entertain enough 
Americans to draw in advertising dollars.

Remarkably, Modern Family is one of 
ABC’s highest-rated shows, frequently rat-
ing as American TV’s top scripted series 
among adults under 50. The show has won 
Emmy Awards for outstanding comedy 
series, outstanding supporting actor and 
actress in a comedy series, and outstanding 
writing and directing for a comedy series. Ph
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Family values are changing dramatically. Television and other forms 
of media promote wrong values that undermine marital relation-
ships. Who and what is behind this subtle, seductive battle over 
marriage, and why?  by Jerold Aust

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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Not bad for a day’s work, but is this type  
of program in anyone’s best interests, spiri-
tually speaking?

While many are unaware of or do not 
care about it, it’s vital for us to understand 
that there is a war going on for the control 
of your mind and the minds of your chil-
dren, much of it being waged on television. 
And central to it is the perilous battle over 
the God-ordained institution of marriage 
and family.

Society’s building blocks—being  
chipped away

Historically and biblically, traditional 
marriage and family are the building blocks 
of a strong society. Chip away at these and 
we erode our nation, risking self-destruction.

The fact is, we’re made—literally—to 
function best as a family. We’re social crea-
tures, and we enjoy sharing our lives with 
others. God is a family—presently Father 
and Son. And God created us to have fami-
lies, to leave our fathers and mothers, to 
marry, and to have children (Genesis 1:27-
28; 2:24).

But as a society, we’ve drifted far from 
God’s intent. Consider a few sad facts:

• More and more couples are living 
together without marrying. 

• Among those who do marry, a shock-
ingly high number divorce (about half of 
U.S. marriages end in divorce). 

• One out of every five children in Amer-
ica is born to an unwed mother. 

• Three out of every five children born 
this year will live in a single-parent house-
hold for at least part of their childhood. 

• Only 25 percent of Americans live in a 
traditional family arrangement. 

• About 50 percent of Americans define 
same-sex partners with children as a family. 

And then there’s the matter of gay mar-
riage. Homosexual activists attempt to 
redefine God’s sanctioned institution of 
marriage, turning to the sympathetic media 
and the political process to gain recognition 
and support.

President Barack Obama made history 
on May 9, 2012, when he became the first 
sitting U.S. president to announce support 
for marriage between homosexual couples. 
(Yet when he ran for the U.S. Senate in 
2004, he stated that marriage is something 
sanctified between a man and a woman, and 
he reinforced this belief when running for 

the presidency in 2008, when he stated that 
marriage is a sacred union between a man 
and a woman—as indeed it is.)

How sad, then, to see the president’s 
advocacy of immorality—and to see First 
Lady Michelle Obama in her Sept. 4 speech 
at the Democratic National Convention 
praising homosexual couples as “proud 
Americans [who] can be who they are and 

boldly stand at the altar with who they 
love,” classing them among others who’ve 
struggled to achieve the American Dream.

It was not too long ago that this would 
have been intolerable in America. But a per-
nicious social liberal agenda at work in all 
levels of society and especially in the perva-
sive media has paved the way (see “What’s 
Behind the Gay Agenda?” beginning on 
page 12).

TV’s influence on thinking and behavior
When it comes to promoting wrong val-

ues, television has a valid claim to fame 
in the hall of shame! Those responsible 
for programming often take advantage of 
human weakness and the most base emo-
tions and habits of human society, pandering 
their amoral pluralism to a numbed society.

TV shows have great influence on how 
people in society think and act. Like it 
or not, American media in general, and 
television in particular, is helping to subtly 
reshape values and social norms.

A Wall Street Journal article titled 
“Under the Influence: How the Group 
Changes What We Think” stated: “How is 
it that so many people started saying ‘Awe-
some!’, or started wearing Uggs [fashionable 
boots]? These are examples of how indi-
viduals’ behavior is shaped by what people 
around them consider appropriate, correct or 
desirable” (Shirley Wang, May 3, 2011).

The article continues: “Researchers are 
investigating how human behavioral norms 
are established in groups and how they 
evolve over time, in hopes of learning how 
to exert more influence when it comes to 
promoting health, marketing products or 
reducing prejudice.

“Psychologists are studying how social 
norms, the often-unspoken rules of a group, 
shape not just our behavior but also our 
attitudes. Social norms influence even those 
preferences considered private, such as 
what music we like or what policies we sup-
port. Interventions that take advantage of 
already-existing group pressures, the think-
ing goes, should be able to shift attitudes 

and change behaviors at less cost in effort 
and resources.

“Norms serve a basic human social func-
tion, helping us distinguish who is in the 
group and who is an outsider. Behaving  
in ways the group considers appropriate is  
a way of demonstrating to others, and to 
oneself, that one belongs to the group.”

The new normal?
Mention of changing societal norms 

brings us to another new television show. 
NBC’s new fall comedy The New Normal 
“already has one up on the competition,” 
reports Maggie Furlong at The Huffington 
Post. “They’ve had the distinct honor of 
being the first new network show of the sea-
son to be boycotted” (“The New Normal,” 
July 24, 2012).

“Yay?” she questions, answering then 
in obvious disagreement with the boycott: 
“Yeah, not so much if you’re into equality, 
gay rights or unique takes on traditional 
situations in your TV comedies. ‘A family 
is a family, and love is love,’ leading lady 
Goldie, played by Georgia King, says in all 
the promos. It’s a touching moment [Fur-
long assesses], and not the only one in this 
truly well done pilot. So why are people 
(specifically One Million Moms) calling for 
a boycott of the show?”

Maybe it’s because the show is about a 
gay male couple having a baby through a 
surrogate mother (the above-mentioned 
Goldie)—and this is declared to now be 
normal!

“‘It is the new normal—it’s not going to 
be the new normal,’ [cast member Justin] 
Bartha added when talking about frustra-
tions with the boycott. ‘It’s what people  

like it or not, the media in general, and television 
in particular, is helping to subtly reshape america’s 
values and social norms.
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are going through now’” (ibid.).
Ali Adler, one of the show’s executive 

producers who’s “a lesbian and mother 
herself, said she asked her son ‘about the 
gay stuff’ in the show and his reaction said 
it all. ‘It doesn’t matter about the private 
parts—all the hearts work the same’” 
(ibid.). Talk about shifting the premise of 
the argument. Who doesn’t believe that the 
heart is where it’s all at?

Doesn’t anyone care about what God, the 
Creator of the heart and all other parts of the 
human anatomy, thinks? If human beings 
leave God and His Word out of the picture, 
then truth is merely as one views it or feels 
it. If we factor in God’s absolute truth, 
though, the logical fallacy comes to light.

God says throughout Scripture that His 
way is the standard—the true normal—
while our way apart from Him is corrupt 

and perilous (Jeremiah 17:9; Proverbs 
14:12). He designed human beings to honor 
Him by keeping His laws (Matthew 5:19), 
the social norm that leads to good for every-
one. Keeping God’s law makes us happy 
(Proverbs 29:18). 

God’s way is not new; it has existed for-
ever and will exist forever (Hebrews 13:8; 
Isaiah 57:15). Therefore, when God’s truth 
as laid out in His Word is properly factored 
into the equation, the so-called new normal 
is suddenly exposed as contrived and per-
petuated by human beings to their own hurt. 

God’s design of marriage for a purpose
Of course, no one has inveighed against 

changing social norms as they affect mar-
riage and family longer than the ultimate 
pro-family advocate, God Almighty.

After He created Adam and Eve, God 
said, “Therefore a man shall leave his father 
and mother and be joined to his wife, and 
they shall become one flesh” (Genesis 
2:24). Jesus Christ reinforced this in Mat-
thew 19:4-5, where He addressed the mar-
riage union as sanctioned by God for a man 
and a woman. 

God designed marriage to establish the 
family unit. The Bible tells us that He cre-
ated human beings male and female for a 
great purpose: “So God created man in His 
own image; in the image of God He created 
him; male and female He created them. 

Then God blessed them, and God said to 
them, ‘Be fruitful [bear fruit, i.e., children] 
and multiply [increase in number as a fam-
ily]; fill the earth and subdue it’” (Genesis 
1:27-28; see Malachi 2:15).

God is the only One who has the final 
word on the institution of marriage. He 
made human beings for His purpose. We 
are designed to come together to procreate, 
not like animals but to learn how a family 
should live together, sharing our lives with 
our spouses and other family members 
while serving one another, as God instructs.

The Bible further shows that the physical 
institution of marriage was meant to rep-
resent a higher spiritual relationship—that 
between Jesus Christ and His people. The 
apostle Paul writes: 

“We are members of His body, of His 
flesh and of His bones. For this reason a 

man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall 
become one flesh. This is a great mystery, 
but I speak concerning Christ and the 
church. Nevertheless let each one of you in 
particular so love his own wife as himself, 
and let the wife see that she respects her 
husband” (Ephesians 5:30-33).

Likewise the physical family represents 
the divine family of God, of which He 
wants us all to become part. “I will be a 
Father to you, and you shall be my sons and 
daughters, says the Lord Almighty” (2 Cor-
inthians 6:18). (See our free booklets What 
Is Your Destiny? and Marriage and Family: 
The Missing Dimension to learn more.)

Though the modern family relationship 
is endangered, and the battle rages over the 
godly ordained institution of marriage, God 
has not forgotten His promises to restore the 
institution of marriage and the wonderful 
family union.

Note what He said in Malachi 4:4-6: 
“Remember the Law of Moses, My servant, 
which I commanded him in Horeb [Mt. 
Sinai] for all Israel, with the statutes and 
judgments [including God’s laws about 
marriage and sexual relations]. Behold, I 
will send you Elijah the prophet [referring 
to an end-time restorative work] before the 
coming of the great and dreadful day of the 
Lord. And he will turn the hearts of the 
fathers to the children, and the hearts of 

the children to their fathers, lest I come and 
strike the earth with a curse.”

Who will win the battle over marriage?
No one is more pro-family than God 

Almighty. Again, He designed, created, 
and instituted marriage and family from 
time immemorial. Yet there are forces in 
the spirit realm that desire to interfere with 
or overthrow God’s purpose—the demons, 
fallen angels, led by Satan.

The battle over marriage today is an 
ongoing one that arises from Satan’s influ-
ence over humankind—emanating from his 
deep jealousy and anger over people’s ulti-
mate destiny. He knows that God’s design 
for human beings is that they ultimately 
become God’s very children—a destiny far 
higher than that of angels.

Satan the devil is the underlying cause 
of society’s shifting morals. He influences 
human beings to do evil in hopes that they 
will eventually self-destruct.

Of course, labeling shifting morals as 
ultimately satanic sounds out-of-touch and 
hopelessly outmoded in a culture that thinks 
it knows better. But man is under Satan’s 
deception, influenced by him into rebellion 
against God (Revelation 12:9; 1 John 5:19; 
Romans 8:7).

As a result, our selfishness and short-
sightedness produces these damaging 
results: “For men will be lovers of them-
selves . . . despisers of good . . . haughty, 
lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of 
God” (2 Timothy 3:2-4). People inordi-
nately desire to enjoy the pleasures of sin 
and want nothing or no one to interrupt or 
deter them (Hebrews 11:25).

But despite the world being led by the 
devil at present, God’s victory is assured. 
Although it doesn’t appear so today, the war 
over marriage has already been won, sealed 
with Jesus’ victory over Satan, especially 
through His crucifixion, by which sin’s pen-
alty has been paid (compare Matthew 4:11; 
John 19:30).

God will act to save us from ourselves
God will not be mocked by Satan and his 

demons or by mere human beings, no mat-
ter the kinds of influence they use to further 
corrupt a society already hell-bent on self-
destruction. “Don’t be misled. Remember 
that you can’t ignore God and get away 
with it. You will always reap what you sow! 
Those who live only to satisfy their own 
sinful desires will harvest the consequences 
of decay and death. But those who live to 
please the Spirit will harvest everlasting  

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

No matter how discouraging the battle over marriage 
appears today, there is hope. That hope is Jesus Christ—
whom God will send to save us from ourselves.

World News & Prophecy
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Our popular media has been pushing the 
envelope when it comes to traditional values 

for quite some time. Author, comedian and late-
night talk show host Steve Allen spoke out cou-
rageously against the entertainment industry’s 
ongoing debasement of society, especially in his 
landmark exposé Vulgarians at the Gate: Trash 
TV and Raunch Radio—Raising the Standards of 
Popular Culture, which was published in 2001, 
just after his death in 2000.

U.S. Senator Joe Lieberman had this to say 
about it: “This book is the last of many gifts that 
Steve Allen has given to the American people. 
Just as he so brilliantly made a generation laugh, 
Steve compellingly shows us why we should all 
cry for the degradation of our culture and our 
common values. Through this book he challenges 
his fellow citizens to assert their First Amendment 
rights to demand a safer, saner culture for their 
children and generations to come” (back cover).

The book shared this insightful quote from 
The New York Times: “Like a child acting out-
rageously naughty to see how far he can push 
his parents, mainstream television this season is 
flaunting the most vulgar and explicit sex, lan-
guage, and behavior that it has ever sent into 
American homes” (p. 17, quoting Lawrie Mifflin, 
“TV Stretches Limits of Taste, to Little Outcry,” 
April 6, 1998). This is a remarkable assessment 
coming from a liberal newspaper—indicating 
how depraved media amorality had become even 
more than a decade ago.

Allen’s title pointedly labeled those in the 
media responsible for this as vulgar—defined as 
lewd, morally crude, unregenerate, coarse and/
or profanely indecent.

Of course, he also showed that the public bears 
responsibility too, identifying the problem as both 
a pandering media and an apathetic audience. 
On balance, he reasoned that if no one watched 
trash TV, the flood of anticultural brainwashing 
would dry up.

In his introduction, Allen stated that we must 
oppose the coarsening of our entire culture, stat-
ing that “the consequences of rearing millions of 
initially innocent children in a social atmosphere 
characterized by vulgarity, violence, brutish man-
ners, the collapse of the family, and general dis-
respect for traditional codes of conduct is to chill 
the blood of even the most tolerant of observers” 
(p. 13, emphasis added throughout).

He went on to note that “the dependence of 
popular entertainment on vulgarity and violence, 
is today so pervasive as to be almost inescap-
able” (p. 15). And this was in 2000!

He further pointed out the pervasive influence 
of television: “Of the two visual media—films and 

TV—television is the more socially dangerous. 
This is not so because people who create tele-
vision programs are personally more depraved 
than those who create films. Indeed, the degree 
of offensive material in motion pictures is often 
worse. 

“But movies do not invade the home, at least 
initially, whereas television sets are almost per-
manently in the ‘on’ position, in the same almost 
mindless way that electric lights, air-conditioners, 
and heaters are used. It is by no means an exag-
geration to describe the present controversy as 
involving cultural warfare” (p. 16).

Of course, matters have only worsened in 
recent years with the growth of the Internet.

Steve Allen’s is not the only voice in the enter-
tainment industry that has been crying in the wil-
derness. Film critic, author and talk-show host 
Michael Medved has long been a champion of 
the same cause. 

In 1992, some nine years before Allen’s book 
was published, Medved wrote an insightful book 
about the ongoing culture war titled Hollywood 
vs. America. He called on the country to wake 
up to the cumulative negative influence modern 
media, especially television and movies, have on 
the traditional American family unit.

In his preface Medved pointed to the long-term 
impact of TV advertising of a luxury car on typical 
viewers as a pattern for wider influence, writing:

“Nearly all the available research suggests that 
the media sell violence and other forms of socially 
destructive behavior in much the same way they 
sell cars. Only a miniscule percentage of all pop 
culture consumers will be directly and imme-
diately influenced to imitate what they see on 
screen, but for nearly everyone else Hollywood’s 
messages help to redefine what constitutes fash-
ionable or desirable conduct. 

“If nothing else, repeated exposure to media 
images serves to alter our perceptions of the 
society in which we live and to gradually shape 
what we accept—and expect—from our fellow 
citizens” (p. xxiii).

He further explained: “Hollywood’s impact on 
society is subtle and gradual, not gross, dramatic, 
or instantly apparent. That is why responsible 
observers will focus on the question of cumulative 
impact, rather than singling out conspicuous but 
isolated examples of offensive material . . .

“No single piece of entertainment represents 
a serious threat to our civilization, but the cumu-
lative impact of this material (which assaults 
the average American more than thirty hours 
each week) plays an obvious and inevitable role  
in shaping the perceptions and values of this 
society” (p. xxiv).

Media’s Assault on Traditional Values

Few realize it, but they already 
own one of the world’s best 
books on marriage—the Bible! 
It’s loaded with practical, time-
proven advice on marriage. 
And it’s good advice because, 
after all, its ultimate Author 
is the One who created marriage! We’ve packed 
much of the Bible’s best guidance into a free book-
let, Marriage and Family: The Missing Dimension. 
Download or request your free copy today! 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

life from the Spirit” (Galatians 6:7-8, New 
Living Translation).

Do you really know the true God who 
warns against the modern-day assault on 
the institution of marriage? He tells us to 
turn from our wrong ways, assuring us that 
His plans and purposes will succeed:

“Seek the Lord while He may be found, 
call upon Him while He is near. Let the 
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous 
man his thoughts; let him return to the 
Lord, and He will have mercy on him; and 
to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 

“‘For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 
nor are your ways My ways,’ says the Lord. 
‘For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are My ways higher than your 
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts. 
For as the rain comes down, and the snow 
from heaven, and do not return there, but 
water the earth, and make it bring forth 
and bud, that it may give seed to the sower 
and bread to the eater, so shall My word be 
that goes forth from My mouth; it shall not 
return to Me void, but it shall accomplish 
what I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing for which I sent it’” (Isaiah 55:6-11).

No matter what mistakes you may have 
made in your life and marriage, God 
assures you that you can set matters right. 
He’s there to help and to show you the way 
forward. And so are we, with many helpful 
articles in this issue and on our website at 
www.GNmagazine.org.

God will win the battle over marriage 
(indeed He has won it through Christ) no 
matter how discouraging the battle appears 
today. There is hope. That hope is a resur-
rected Jesus Christ—whom God will send 
back to earth to save us from ourselves.

May God open our minds and hearts to 
acknowledge His life-giving truths on how 
to win the battle over marriage!  GN
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t used to be called living in sin. At one 
time every U.S. state had laws against it. 
Some believe that rising rates of sexu-
ally transmitted diseases have applied 
a brake to the sexual revolution, but 

cohabitation—unmarried couples living 
together—is one trend that has not slowed.

According to figures from the U.S. 
Bureau of the Census, the number of 
unmarried opposite-sex couples sharing 
a household more than doubled between 
2000 and 2010—jumping from 3.8 million 
to 7.5 million. And this marks a sevenfold 
increase from 1970, during the heart of the 
sexual revolution, when the number was 
less than a million.

The actual number may be higher since 
such couples may describe themselves as 
roommates, housemates or “just friends” 
living together. 

This growing figure now accounts for 
12 percent of U.S. households. In some 
large cities a third or more of couples living 
together are not married. 

Surprising as these figures are, they 
may vastly underestimate the scope of the 
problem. Data from the National Center for 
Marriage and Family Research shows that 

almost 60 percent of women ages 19-44 
have at one point lived with an unmarried 
partner of the opposite sex. 

Although living together without the ben-
efit of matrimony carries virtually no social 
stigma, some still worry about it. Says 
psychologist and divorce researcher Judith 
Wallerstein: “What can we do when . . . the 
most common living arrangement nowadays 
is a household of unmarried people with no 
children? These numbers are terrifying. But 
like all massive social change, what’s hap-
pening is affecting us in ways that we have 
yet to understand” (The Unexpected Legacy 
of Divorce, 2000, pp. 295-296).

Living together while unmarried is 
trendy in other Western nations too. In Brit-
ain, an estimated 80 percent of couples live 
together before getting married. Australia is 
just behind at 77 percent. 

The reason given by many couples 
who cohabit is that they believe they will 
increase the chances of success when they 
eventually marry. However, research has 
shown that this idea is a fallacy. And it 
flies against God’s intention that men and 
women be sexually joined together only in 
marriage.

A cause of family instability
Here’s what the research reveals: 

“Although most theories of marital choice 
predict that cohabitation would increase  
the stability of later marriages for those 
couples who marry, evidence to date sug-
gests the opposite; couples who cohabit 
before marriage seem to end their mar-
riages at significantly higher rates than 
couples who never lived together before  
the wedding” (Demography, August 1995, 
p. 438, emphasis added).

Some studies put the divorce rate at 50 
percent higher for couples who cohabit;  
others put it as high as 80 percent.

One factor that seems to be different 
among American cohabitants and Europe-
ans is that a larger proportion of the latter 
eventually marry. In America roughly 40 
percent of cohabiting couples break up 
before marriage. Many couples appar-
ently move in together intending to marry 
later. “One study revealed that 70 percent 
of women moved in with a man with mar-
riage on their minds” (Ben Young and Dr. 
Samuel Adams, The 10 Commandments  
of Dating, 1999, p. 110).

We shouldn’t be surprised, however, 
that American men are less likely to have 
marriage on their minds when they set up 
housekeeping than do women. Many men 
simply choose this option for the availability 
of easy sex. In a national sex survey of mar-
ried couples and unmarrieds living together, 

Millions of people choose to live together outside of marriage, 
thinking that will bring them happiness and a stable relationship. 
The truth, however, is far different.  by Noel Hornor

I

living 
  Together
What aren’t You Being Told?
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“men who were cohabiting scored lower on 
commitment than anyone else in the survey” 
(Linda Waite and Maggie Gallagher, The 
Case for Marriage, 2000, p. 85).

Many people who choose to live together 
before marriage show that they are reluctant 
to commit to a relationship and want to 
keep their options open. Apparently they 
value their autonomy and individuality. 
However, these temporary living arrange-
ments subject any children involved to 
an unstable home life. “Over a quarter of 
unmarried mothers are cohabiting at the 
time of their children’s birth, and many 
other cohabiting families have children 
from other unions” (p. 38).

Some believe—erroneously—that 
children do well as long as they live in a 
home in which there is a male and female, 
whether married or not. But the evidence 
doesn’t support this. “Children living with 
cohabiting partners and in stepfamilies  
generally do less well than those living  
with both married biological parents”  
(The American Prospect, April 8, 2002).

Some people are serial cohabitants, living 
with several partners in succession. Their 
living patterns magnify the risk inherent 
with the cohabitation lifestyle. The children 
involved must adjust to a progression of 
adult partners whom their parents select. 
The risk of spreading deadly sexually trans-
mitted diseases is also higher among this 
group.

Trial runs not what they’re cracked up to be
In spite of these troubling facts and fig-

ures, many American singles still seem 
to believe that a marital “test drive” is the 
preferred choice before committing to mar-
riage. An NBC poll found that “66 percent 
of young people ages 18 to 32 believe that 
you should first live together before you get 
married” (Young and Adams, pp. 104-105).

Young people who entertain romantic 
notions about cohabiting should think 
twice. Compared to married couples, there 
is “more cheating by both partners [as well 
as] more domestic violence and a higher 
incidence of depression” among those who 
simply live together (U.S. News & World 

Report, March 13, 2000).
How bad is the sexual unfaithfulness 

among those in cohabiting relationships? 
“The National Sex Survey found that 
cohabiting men were about four times as 
likely as husbands to report infidelity in the 
past year. Women were more faithful in 
general, but still cohabiting women were 
eight times more likely than wives to cheat 
on their partners” (Waite and Gallagher,  
pp. 92-93, emphasis added).

A distinct advantage to marriage over 
cohabitation is the higher degree of emo-
tional commitment in marriage. Popular 
media often present the view that sex out-
side of marriage is much more exciting and 
thrilling than married sex. But the opposite 
is true. Research shows that, because mar-
ried couples are generally more committed 
to each, they enjoy a higher level of sexual 
satisfaction.

“Emotional commitment improves one’s 
sex life . . . For example, sex with some-
one you love literally doubles your sexual 
pleasure: You get satisfaction not only from 

your own sexual response but from your 
partner’s as well. Emotional commitment 
to a partner makes satisfying him or her 
important in and of itself. 

“Demanding a loving relationship before 
having sex, using sex to express love, and 
striving to meet the sexual needs of one’s 
partner all increase satisfaction with sex. 
Love and a concern for one’s partner shifts 
the focus away from the self in a sexual 
relationship and toward the other person. 
This selfless approach to sex, paradoxically, 
is far more likely to bring sexual satisfac-
tion to both men and women” (p. 89). 

Devaluing marriage
Part of the boom in cohabitation rates is 

fueled by a growing bias against marriage. 
Various authorities speak of marriage as 
an institution that robs individuals of free-
dom, describing it as an oppressive state, 
especially to women. A college textbook 
even claimed that “marriage has an adverse 
effect on women’s mental health” (p. 1).

As a result, in some quarters simply using 
the word marriage is passé. “A strange 

embarrassment or reluctance to use the 
word marriage is visible all over the West-
ern world. The Marriage Guidance Council 
of Australia recently changed its name to 
Relationships Australia; Britain’s Marriage 
Guidance Council metamorphosed into 
Relate” (p. 8).

That which is presented as a right—the 
freedom to have sex outside of marriage 
whenever we want, however we want, 
with whomever or whatever we want—is 
a perversion of our Creator’s intention for 
humanity and a plunge into moral degra-
dation. Regrettably, the concept of sex as 
something special to be saved for marriage 
has largely become outdated for many 
singles.

“Carelessly, thoughtlessly, casually, sex—
in the short space of a single generation—
went from being the culminating act of 
committed love to being a precondition, a 
tryout, for future emotional involvement” 
(Danielle Crittenden, What Our Mothers 
Didn’t Tell Us: Why Happiness Eludes the 
Modern Woman, 2000, p. 30).

Sex outside of marriage is a sin against 
God. “A man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and they 
shall become one flesh” (Genesis 2:24). 
God said a man should be joined to his 
wife, not simply another person or a live-in 
lover (Exodus 20:14). But human beings 
refuse to admit that the very Creator of 
male and female sexuality knows what’s 
best for us. It is He who created the institu-
tion of marriage to develop a morally and 
socially sound relationship.

Cohabitation represents a threat to soci-
etal stability. History demonstrates that 
marriage and family are the building blocks 
of strong societies. Those who ignore the 
lesson of history place their happiness—
and their nation’s future—in peril.  GN

What’s the whole point of 
marriage? Many people sim-
ply don’t know. Others, re-
jecting the instruction of the 
One who created marriage, 
reject the whole idea. If we 
want to learn what marriage 
is all about, shouldn’t we seek advice from our 
Creator, who also created marriage? You need 
to know what He says! Download or request our 
free booklet Marriage and Family: The Missing  
Dimension today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
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Compared to married couples, there is “more cheating 
by both partners [as well as] more domestic violence 
and a higher incidence of depression” among those 
who simply live together.
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it’s long been apparent that the European Union (as 
with its predecessors such as the EEC) has been 

slowly stealing sovereignty from individual nations, 
seriously undermining their democratic statehood. 
Eurocrats who earnestly desire a centralized federal 
union strongly favor these long-term trends. People 

who wish to retain their statehood and sovereign 
rights abhor them.

Observers with a clear vision of Europe are in 
short supply. But Vaclav Klaus, president of the 
Czech Republic, is one. Bruno Waterfield inter-
viewed him for The Sunday Telegraph, stating in his 
opening paragraph: “The new push for a European 
Union federation, complete with its own head of state 
and army, is the ‘final phase’ of the destruction of 
democracy and the nation state, the president of the 
Czech Republic has warned” (“Vaclav Klaus Warns 

That the Destruction of Europe’s Democracy May 
Be in Its Final Phase,” Sept. 22, 2012, emphasis 
added throughout). Klaus warned that certain Euro-
pean politicians “had opened the door to a European 
superstate” (ibid.).

Recently 11 EU countries including Germany called 
for a conclusion to national vetoes on defense policy. 
Berlin’s foreign minister, Guido Westerwelle, wants 
a directly elected European president who would 
appoint members of his governing cabinet (which 
sounds ominous to those who truly understand Bible 
prophecy). The end to defense vetoes Westerwelle 
and others envision could eventually pave the way 
for a “European army.” Finally European Commission 
President Jose Manuel Barroso said that he would 
put forward proposals for a “fully-fledged ‘EU’ fed-
eration in 2014” (ibid.).

Why all this talk of centralizing European power 
at a time of crisis for the euro and to a lesser extent 
for the EU itself? Iain Martin’s article in Standpoint 
magazine sums it up. “To save the euro, some of its 
members are frantically setting about completing the 
work started by the original builders of the European 
project. It is unclear whether they will succeed or fail” 
(“Beyond Euroscepticism: Time for the Alternative,” 
September 2012).

President Klaus grasps some of the potentially dire 
implications for the Czech Republic, telling The Tele-
graph, “We were entering the EU, not a federation in 
which we would become a meaningless province.” 
Ultimately, smaller European states would have no 
real say when the leaders of Europe want to take 
significant steps clearly contrary to the wellbeing of 
these states and the world at large.

Biblical prophecy presages a far more ominous 
outcome. Whether the euro or the EU survives or 
not, a nucleus of 10 European nations under the rule 
of a charismatic dictator and a powerful religious 
leader at his side adamantly remains on the horizon. 
To grasp the direction in which Europe is ultimately 
headed, download or request our free booklet Are We 
Living in the Time of the End? (Sources: Standpoint, 
The Sunday Telegraph.)

 

A view of where Europe is really headed
  by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust

A “new world disorder” 
stalks humanity

During early autumn a Wall Street Journal edi-
torial stated: “The Obama Presidency has 

been an era of slowly building tension and disor-
der that seems likely to flare into larger troubles 
and perhaps even military conflict no matter who 
wins in November. This is the bigger picture . . .” 
(“The New World Disorder,” Sept. 13, 2012).

This insightful article focused on the increas-
ing helplessness of America to guide and influ-
ence global events. It discussed “a pattern of 
declining respect for U.S. power and influence.” 
For nearly four years the Obama administration 
has emphasized the U.S. need to rely more on 
the United Nations and other countries to deal 
with world problems. They have been listening!

The Journal article continued: “Across the 
Arab Spring, the U.S. has done little to shape 
events and is increasingly irrelevant.” Notice just 
two other examples: “The Chinese have bra-
zenly occupied disputed territories in the South 
China Sea, hinting at war if the U.S. intercedes 
on behalf of its Asian allies . . . Most of all, Iran 
continues its march toward a nuclear weapon,” 
with Secretary of State Hillary Clinton declaring 
that America is “not setting deadlines” for inter-
vention (ibid.).

The erroneous notion that a more deferential 
United States would gain more global respect 
looks increasingly hollow. Indeed, as the article’s 
drophead points out, “as the U.S. retreats, bad 
actors begin to fill the vacuum” (ibid.).

The Good News has been warning about this 
unfortunate trend for a number of years. With 
the fading of American leadership, the world will 
become an increasingly dangerous place. To 
understand why these things are happening to 
America, request or download our free booklet 
The United States and Britain in Bible Prophecy. 
(Source: The Wall Street Journal.)

Deadly pandemics  
threaten mankind

Did you know that “sixty per cent of all human 
infectious diseases are caused by either wild 

or domestic animals”? That according to April 
Dembosky’s Financial Times interview with natural 
history author David Quammen (“The Next Human 
Pandemic,” FT Magazine, Oct. 5, 2012). Quammen 
warns of future dangers facing humanity in his new 
book Spillover: Animal Infections and the Next Human 
Pandemic (2012).

Bryan Appleyard reviewed Quammen’s book for 
The Sunday Times, pointing out, “We live in a world 
seething with infection, and fast-mutating bugs such 
as the H5N1 bird flu virus” (“Close Your Mouth the 
Bugs Are Coming,” Sept. 30, 2012). Quammen 
reiterated several times that we have already expe-
rienced a major example of the enormous potential 
of such viruses. AIDS has killed around 30 million 
people and infected another 33 million (ibid.).

Quammen, Appleyard states, “is concerned about 
zoonosis, the phenomenon of infectious diseases 
that leap from animals to humans—H5N1 comes 
from birds, Ebola probably from bats via apes, and 
AIDS most likely from chimps.” With more and more 
air travel, the risk of another major zoonotic outbreak 
is increasingly possible.

Dembosky quotes from Quammen’s book: 
“There’s no reason to assume that Aids will stand 
unique, in our time, as the only such global disaster 

caused by a strange microbe emerging from some 
other animal . . . Some knowledgeable and gloomy 
prognosticators even speak of the Next Big One as 
an inevitability.” 

Her interview-based article also highlights world 

travel as a potential problem: “Globalisation is a huge 
factor. As the human population reaches 7 billion, 
and an increasing number of us travel with greater 
frequency . . . the potential reach of infectious dis-
ease outbreaks has been vastly magnified.”

The Bible is not silent about the risks and poten-
tial ravages of disease pandemics. Jesus Christ 
warned of these pestilences (Matthew 24:7; Luke 
21:11), and they are implicit in Revelation 6 (see our 
reprint article titled “The Horsemen of Revelation” 
on our website at www.GNmagazine.org/reprints). 
(Sources: FT Magazine, The Times [London].) Ph
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“The new push for a European Union 
federation, complete with its own head 
of state and army, is the ‘final phase’ of 
the destruction of democracy and the 
nation state.”
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An overview of conditions around the world

How can you make sense of the news?
So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and danger-
ous trends taking us? What does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very 
concerned with the direction the world is heading. So are we. That’s one reason we produce 
the Beyond Today daily TV commentaries—to help you understand the news in the light of 
Bible prophecy. This eye-opening program offers you a perspective so badly needed in our  
confused world—the perspective of God’s Word. Visit us at ucg.org/beyond-today/daily!

Muslim extremists  
stirring up Syria

associated Press journalist Paul Schemm gives 
a personal account of facing mercenary Muslim 

extremists: “The bearded gunmen who surrounded 

the car full of foreign journalists in a northern Syrian 
village were clearly not Syrians. A heavyset man in 
a brown gown stepped forward, announced he was 

Iraqi and fingered through the American passport he 
had confiscated.

“‘We know all American journalists are spies. Now 
tell us what you are doing here and who you are spy-
ing for,’ he said in English before going on to accuse 
the U.S. of the destruction of Iraq and Afghanistan.

“‘I really want to cut your head off right now,’ he 
added, telling his men, many of whom appeared to 
have North African accents, that this American kills 
Muslims.

“With the intervention of nearby villagers, the con-
frontation eventually was defused. But it underscored 
the unpredictable element that foreign fighters bring 
to the Syrian conflict” (“Extremists Showing Up on 
the Front Lines in Syria,” Sept. 19, 2012).

This account reinforces what most geopolitical 
aficionados understand, although the mainstream 
media ignores or slants this kind of story to support 
their liberal leanings. The fact is that Islamic extrem-
ists are rigorously promoting their own agendas, 
particularly in Syria at the moment, hoping that they 
might gain the hegemony in the Middle East.

The Bible in Psalm 83 reveals the coming rise of 
a confederation of Muslim nations in the Middle East 
opposed to Israel. It seems that they will come under 
a single powerful ruler referred to in Daniel 11:40 as 
the final appearance of “the king of the South”—
possibly a new caliph over a restored Muslim caliph-
ate (restoration of the caliphate is a major goal of Al 
Qaeda and the Muslim Brotherhood). See our free 
booklet The Middle East in Prophecy to learn more. 
(Source: Associated Press.)

Britain and Europe: The 
cross-Channel gap grows

Britain has never been remotely satisfied with 
the politics of Europe. In fact, for more than 

400 years London sought to maintain the balance 
of power on the continent by supporting the weaker 
states in conflicts, whichever these happened to be 
at the time. The awkward relationship between Brit-
ain and Europe has been labeled “the cross-Channel 
gap,” since the English Channel separates the United 
Kingdom from the Continent.

The ongoing euro crisis has concentrated minds in 
Britain, bringing UK dissatisfaction into much sharper 
focus. Standpoint magazine commented: “The cri-
sis thus forces Britain to choose. Not wanting to be 
included in the [European Union’s] inner core, Britain 
must decide what its relationship with the evolving 
entity will be” (Iain Martin, “Beyond Euroscepticism: 
Time for the Alternative,” September 2012).

Sunday Telegraph political editor Patrick Hen-
nessy reported on recent developments, “Ministers 
are to launch a major drive to claw back powers from 
Brussels next year in an urgent effort to safeguard 
Britain’s independence as the European Union takes 
evercloser steps towards becoming a superstate” 
(“Bid to Reclaim Powers from EU ‘Superstate,’” 
Sept. 23, 2012). 

A comprehensive audit covering some 20 crucial 
areas of EU control over UK affairs has been put into 

effect by British Foreign Secretary William Hague.
The idea is to reclaim sovereignty in crucial areas. 

Of special concern are the billions in British currency 
handed over to Brussels annually, with little or no 
control over how these massive funds are spent. A 
recent article in Britain’s Daily Express by its political 
editor was headlined, “EU Begs UK for Yet Another 
£1bn” (Macer Hall, Oct. 5). That would make it nearly 
£14 billion for 2012. EU extravagance has already 
reached legendary status.

The long-promised referendum on whether or 
to what degree Britain remains in the EU has also 
returned to the front burner. Daniel Hannan, chief 
British Eurosceptic writing for the Daily Mail, specu-
lated that exiting from the EU would not only free the 
British economy but also spark a revolution to save 
Europe (“We CAN Break Free from the Shackles of 
Brussels,” Aug. 16, 2012). 

On the other side of the spectrum, Simon Kuper’s 
column in Financial Times’ FT Magazine carried the  
flag for the EU. His piece was about winning back 
Europe’s right-wing populist voters (“How We Can Beat 
the Far Right,” FT Magazine, Sept. 22-23, 2012).

Whether Britain will eventually leave (or be forced 
out of) the European Union or remain as an awkward, 
ill-fitting member is an open question. But in either 
case Bible prophecy reveals that it will eventually 
be devastated by this coming European superstate 
(see our free booklet The United States and Britain in 
Bible Prophecy ). (Sources: Daily Mail, FT Magazine, 
Standpoint, The Sunday Telegraph.)

Poverty on the rise  
in America

a London Times analytical report from the 
United States revealed that “figures from 

the US Census Bureau suggest that the eco-
nomic crisis sparked in 2007 has turned the 
US into an ‘hourglass’ society, with a shrinking 
middle class squeezed between the very afflu-

ent and the very poor . . . The spending power 
of those in the middle is falling and real median 
income, at $50,054 (£30,000) remains 8 per 
cent below pre-recession levels” (Alexandra 
Frean, “A Squeezed Society,” Oct. 6, 2012).

Introduced back in 1961, “America’s main 
weapon against hunger is the Federal Govern-
ment’s food stamps programme, which provides 
a record 47 million people with funds to buy gro-
ceries” (Rhys Blakely, “This Is Our Nation Too, 
Say America’s Invisible Poor,” Oct. 6, 2012).

According to Mr. Blakely’s report, “Nearly  
a quarter of the nation’s children live in poverty  
. . . and the number of people living on less than 
$2 a day has doubled since 1966.”

This simply should not be in a nation so abun-
dantly blessed by God as He predetermined so 
long ago in the book of Genesis. To understand 
what’s happened, download or request our free 
booklet The United States and Britain in Bible 
Prophecy. (Source: The Times [London].)
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n most civilizations traditional marriage 
is considered a fundamental institution 
and the backbone of a stable society. 

Yet today we’re seeing one of the 
greatest attempts at social reengineering 

in history in the fight to uproot the definition 
of marriage to include same-sex partners. It 
threatens the very foundation of the tradi-
tional family already battered by the preva-
lence of premarital sex, unmarried couples 
living together and rampant divorce. 

As most of our Good News readers know, 
we view trends and events in culture and 
society through the prism of the Bible, 
the revealed Word of God. When societal 
changes run contrary to biblical revelation, 
it’s necessary for us to keep our readers 
informed of influences that are detrimental 
to their future and that of their families. 

So what’s going on? What’s behind the 
gay agenda that’s sweeping in this dramatic 
change?

What is the gay agenda?
If you were to ask gay activists about 

their agenda, the vast majority would insist 
there is no such thing as a gay agenda. In 
fact, proponents instruct their followers 
that such terminology should be avoided. A 
good example can be found on the website 
of the Gay and Lesbian Alliance Against 
Defamation (GLAAD) under “GLAAD 
Media Reference Guide—Offensive Terms 
to Avoid”: 

“Offensive: ‘gay agenda’ or ‘homosexual 
agenda’ 

“Preferred: Accurate descriptions of the 
issues . . .”

“Lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender 
(LGBT) people are motivated by many of 
the same hopes, concerns and desires as 
other everyday Americans . . . 

“Notions of a so-called ‘homosexual 
agenda’ are rhetorical inventions of anti-gay 
extremists seeking to create a climate of fear 

by portraying the pursuit of equal oppor-
tunity for LGBT people as sinister . . .”

So while the gay activists clearly have 
an agenda, they want to hide that fact by 
replacing the word “agenda” with more 
euphemistic terms. 

But is it really sinister to provide an 
honest evaluation of what is really taking 
place?  The fact is, there is a gay agenda. 
Simply put, it’s an organized effort to pro-
duce political, social and religious change 
within society that will lead to tolerating—
and eventually accepting as normal—
homosexual relationships.

Let’s define our words
In this article, “gay” (or “lesbian,” if 

female) refers to one who is actively engag-
ing in a homosexual lifestyle, indulging in 
sexual relationships and activity. 

We are not using the word “gay” to refer 
to someone who merely has a homosexual 
attraction or leaning but does not act out 
on his or her temptations by engaging in 
sexual actions. This attraction or leaning is 
often labeled same-sex attraction, or SSA 
for short.
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Western societies are going through many fundamental changes—
perhaps none so far-reaching as those pushed by promoters of the 
gay agenda.  by Rod Hall
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SSA who are sincerely trying to resist sexual 
temptations and who are trying to “be trans-
formed” to follow “the perfect will of God” 
(Romans 12:2), please see “The Human 
Side of Homosexuality: From One Who  
Has Struggled,” beginning on page 17).

What drives the aggressiveness  
of the gay agenda?

Why is there is so much zeal—and at 
times militant rhetoric and actions—behind 
the gay agenda? 

In part it’s reactionary against the past. 
It’s understandable that gays want to avoid 
persecution as severe as they once felt from 
some religious, social and political groups. 
They want to avoid this deeply painful 
treatment fraught with fear, isolation and 
ridicule. 

Until recent years, many homosexuals 
felt publically scorned by some who view 
homosexual acts as the worst of sins— 
usually with little or no mercy shown. 

But the apostle James points out that, 
spiritually speaking, if a person stumbles in 
one point of God’s law, it’s as if he is guilty 
of breaking all of it (James 2:10-11). And 
he warns that God will judge individuals as 
they judge others (verse 13).

Another aspect, though, is that, as 
increasing numbers in society drift further 
from traditional values, they inevitably join 
ranks to push acceptance of them and their 
values by wider society. And the more gains 
they make, the more brazen they become 
in their efforts—even to the point of tear-

ing down traditional values. The root of the 
problem, however, is ultimately spiritual, as 
we will later consider.      

Many organizations with specific plans
While not all homosexuals support the 

gay agenda or are actively involved in try-
ing to redefine marriage, many gay orga-
nizations are involved, as Michael Brown 
points out in his 2011 book A Queer Thing 
Happened to America: And What a Long, 
Strange Trip It’s Been.

As he documents, “There are well-
funded, highly-motivated, sharply-focused 
gay activist organizations such as HRC 
[Human Rights Campaign] and NGLTF 
[National Gay and Lesbian Task Force] 
and PFLAG [Parents, Families and Friends 
of Lesbians and Gays] and GLSEN [Gay, 
Lesbian and Straight Education Network] 
and GLAAD [Gay and Lesbian Alliance 
Against Defamation] and Lambda Legal—
just to mention a few” (p. 40). 

But, again, the activists would have 
us believe there’s no such thing as a gay 
agenda!

Brown shows that many of these orga-
nizations have specific plans with targeted 
goals. These include creating visibility, 
increasing awareness and fostering commu-
nity. To promote their agenda they utilize 
task forces, policy institutes, organizing  
and training programs and even an annual 
“Creating Change” conference (p. 37).

Later Brown categorizes some of the 
movements. “There is a gay revolution, a 

gay liberation movement, a plethora of gay 
activist organizations with clearly identified 
missions and goals, but no gay agenda . . . 
How can that be? . . . 

“Ironically, when it comes to denying 
the existence of a gay agenda, there is 
‘immense unity’ in the gay community. 
Why? It is because the denial of that agenda 
is part of the agenda . . . It must be a stealth 
agenda. Otherwise, its progress will be 
thwarted and its success greatly impeded, 
because the open, unambiguous, full dis-
closure of the goals and ramifications of 
the gay agenda would stop that agenda 
in its tracks” (pp. 42-43, emphasis added 
throughout). 

How far have they come?
It’s the view of many that the impact  

the gay agenda is having on society is a 
bellwether indicator of just how far society 
has morally degenerated and where it’s  
ultimately headed.

The Los Angeles Times summarizes the 
growing impact in an article titled, “Gays 
May Have the Fastest of All Civil Rights 
Movements” (May 20, 2012).

The article notes that “attitudes toward 
gays and lesbians have changed so much 
in just the last 10 years that, as Gallup 
reported last week, ‘half or more now agree 
that being gay is morally acceptable, that 
gay relations ought to be legal and that gay 
or lesbian couples should have the right to 
legally marry.’ (In 1996, when Gallup first 
asked about legalizing same-sex marriage, 
68% of Americans were opposed).” 

In about a generation we have seen soci-
ety transformed from considering homo-
sexuality to be a psychological disorder 
to the point that those who do not accept 
or affirm homosexuality are themselves 
called homophobic and viewed as mentally 
abnormal! 

Homosexual behavior, once considered 
morally wrong and outlawed in many 
countries and U.S. states, is now largely 
immune from public condemnation or even 
public criticism. And in some countries 
those who do criticize it face fines and/or 
imprisonment! 

The term “tolerance” is now employed  
to mean the complete acceptance of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual and transgender (LGBT) 
lifestyles and ideology—in the family, in 
the workplace, in education, in media and 
in religion. Those who do not accept this 
definition of “tolerance” are often labeled 
intolerant.  

Today the term “diversity” means more 

Rapid acceptance of homosexual lifestyles 
and same-sex marriage is sweeping many 

countries around the globe. Many gay rights 
advocates now feel their movement is an unstop-
pable global trend.

Same-sex marriages are now allowed in the 
Netherlands, Belgium, Canada, Spain, South 
Africa, Norway, Sweden, Portugal, Iceland, 
Argentina and Mexico City. Many other coun-
tries have passed civil union laws for same sex 
couples. 

In 1989 Denmark became the first country in 
the world to offer civil unions for gay couples. 
Last summer a new law on same-sex mar-
riage was passed by a large majority. It made it 
mandatory for all churches to conduct gay mar-
riages. Individual priests can refuse to carry out 
the ceremony, but the local bishop must arrange 
a replacement for their church.

Australia has two gay marriage bills being 

debated in the House of Representatives that 
will likely be voted on later this year. There 
appears to be fairly strong support for a change 
in the definition of marriage.  

In a speech earlier this year Britain’s Prime 
Minister David Cameron supported same-sex 
marriage, going beyond existing laws covering 
civil partnerships, which were introduced eight 
years ago. 

Some government ministers have pledged to 
push through legislation that would make same-
sex marriage legal by the next general election in 
2015. There is mounting opposition from within 
the Conservative party and the Church of Eng-
land and other religious groups.

Of course, where gay marriage is legalized, the 
promotion in schools, government and media of 
homosexuality as just another of several accept-
able lifestyle options and gay marriage as normal 
and healthy isn’t far behind.

Growing Acceptance of the Gay Lifestyle
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than seeking women and minorities to 
join a company or organization. It often 
includes embracing homosexuality, LGBT 
behavior and showing solidarity with the 
gay agenda. 

The gay agenda, along with the sexual 
revolution that began half a century ago, 
has transformed America’s moral standard 
that was once based on biblical values to 
one that accepts as commonplace the homo-
sexual lifestyle and many other biblically 
condemned behaviors. 

Ironically, while gay activists demand 
tolerance toward themselves, they are 
quick to slam anyone who dares to disagree 
with them as intolerant, biased, bigoted or 
homophobic. In demanding their “rights,” 
they not only demand that everyone else 
recognize their self-proclaimed rights, but 
they actually strip away the freedoms and 
rights of those who disagree with them and 
who are standing up to their agenda.

Growing support at many levels
This powerful political and cultural cur-

rent is explosively impacting society. Due 
in part to the activists’ hype and that of 
the media, most Americans think the size 
of the homosexual community is seven or 
eight times larger than it actually is. The 
title of the most recent Gallup poll on the 
subject explains: “U.S. Adults Estimate 
That 25% of Americans Are Gay or  
Lesbian” (Gallup.com, May 27, 2011). 

The actual number, confirmed by sur-
veys going back several decades, is 2 to 4 
percent—admitted even by researchers  
supportive of the gay-rights movement.

In recent years the gay-rights movement 
has changed the target of its agenda. Thirty 
years ago gay activists made little effort to 
try to change the definition of marriage. 
But today this change is central to the gay 
agenda in most of the Western world.

And they have gained considerable politi-
cal support. American President Barack 
Obama’s policies have consistently favored 
the expansion of gay rights. On June 29, 
2009, the 40th anniversary of what estab-
lished gay pride month, Obama welcomed 
300 gay activists to the White House, 
stating, “Welcome to your White House,” 
assuring them that their goals would be 
realized in his administration.

Another example is his pushing for the 
2011 ending of restrictions on homosexuals 
serving openly in the U.S. military, a prac-
tice which had been in existence since the 
time of George Washington. 

Last summer U.S. Defense Secretary 

Leon Panetta went so far as to give a thank-
you speech for homosexual, lesbian and 
bisexual military service members as part 
of the Pentagon’s first-ever celebration of 
gay pride month.

Last spring Obama became the first sit-
ting president to publicly declare support for 
the legalization of same-sex marriage. This 
was followed by the Democratic Platform 
Committee unanimously endorsing it for 
the 2012 presidential elections—a first for  
a major-party platform.  

More than a year ago the Obama admin-
istration ordered the Justice Department 
to halt any legal defense for the federal 
Defense of Marriage Act (DOMA), which 
was passed by Congress in 1996 to preserve 
marriage as a union between one man and 
one woman. 

Since DOMA passed, 42 states have 
instituted their own support-of-marriage 
acts, defining marriage as the union of one 
man and one woman. This helps ensure that 
children, the next generation of taxpayers, 
grow up in a stable family unit. So far, eight 
states have approved gay marriage by legis-
lative or court-ordered action—though none 
by popular vote of citizens.

Biological differences
Why is there so much sound and fury 

coming from so many quarters demanding 
a change to the definition of marriage? 

One reason is that the gay agenda has 
successfully changed the public focus away 
from the fundamental biological difference 
between same-sex couples and hetero-
sexual partners. They may be able to fool 
some people some of the time, but they 
cannot fool God. There is simply no way 
to magically erase the inherent biological 
differences. 

Think about it! If everyone took up the 
homosexual lifestyle, populations would 
begin to rapidly dwindle and the human 
race would eventually die out. It should 
be evident to everyone that, barring some 
artificial outside assistance, biological pro-
creation is only possible in heterosexual 
relationships. 

God designed marriage to provide a 
husband and wife the opportunity to raise 
their own biological children in a caring, 
balanced family environment conducive for 
developing their children’s personal identity 
(Genesis 1:28). 

God “seeks godly offspring” and hates 

Marriage was designed to 
connect children to a loving 

relationship with their mother and 
father, offering stability for them 
and society at large. Studies show 
that children from a stable marriage 
with both father and mother in the 
home have a better opportunity 
for a successful life and creating a 
stable family life of their own when 
they get married. 

God seeks godly offspring (Malachi 2:15-16). 
That is why He hates divorce or any other violation 
of the sacred covenant of marriage, like same-
sex relationships (verse 14).  

Sexual immorality destabilizes husband-and-
wife relationships and can often destabilize the 
family unit, negatively affecting children.

There is strong evidence that children need 
both a mother and a father. It seems that the 
absence of fathers is particularly damaging to 
children.

In the book Life Without Father: Compelling 
New Evidence That Fatherhood and Marriage 
Are Indispensable for the Good of Children and 
Society (1996), researcher David Popenoe 
noted that the absence of fathers was strongly 
linked to many societal ills—from crime to  

academic failure. 
“Marriage must be reestablished as a strong 

social institution,” he argued. He went on to say 
that “the father’s role must be redefined . . . [It] 
must relate to the unique attributes of modern 
societies, to the new roles for women, and to the 
special qualities that men bring to childrearing” 
(1996, pp. 198-199).

Later he gave some of the statistics demon-
strating the importance of fathers in the lives and 
proper social development of their children: 

• 60 percent of America’s rapists came from 
fatherless homes.

• 72 percent of adolescent murderers grew up 
without a father.

• 70 percent of long-term prison inmates are 
fatherless.

Children Need Both a Father and Mother
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anything that undermines or destroys mar-
riage because of the harm that creates 
(Malachi 2:14-16). The inherent contradic-
tion between what God designed marriage 
relationships to be and same-sex marriage 
cannot be changed by altering the definition 
of marriage or carefully couching argu-
ments to make alternative lifestyles seem 
more acceptable. 

How far will they go?
It appears that those pushing the gay 

agenda won’t give up until the definition of 
marriage is changed in law and common 
language and their influence is felt in every 
aspect of society, as Brown documents: 

“Children in elementary schools will 
be exposed to the rightness and complete 
normality of homosexuality, bisexuality, 
and transgender expression . . . Opposing 
views will be branded as dangerous and 
homophobic, to be silenced and excluded 
from the classroom. Middle schools, high 
schools, and colleges will go out of their 
way to encourage both the celebration of 
homosexuality and deep solidarity with gay 
activism” (p. 49).

In addition, Brown believes that pres-

sure will build for American businesses to 
openly embrace every aspect of these bibli-
cally immoral practices to the point that 
employees who resist or refuse to follow 
suit will be dismissed. 

Pastors and religious groups teaching 
that homosexual behavior is immoral will 
increasingly find themselves being accused 
of “hate speech.” In some countries minis-
ters have already been convicted and fined 
for simply teaching the biblical truth on the 
subject.

Lasting impressions on our children
When you realize where their agenda is 

headed, it’s extremely disconcerting to see 
gay activists targeting younger and younger 
children—the most impressionable among 
us. American schools have become bastions 
of homosexual and transgender activism 
beginning as early as kindergarten. 

Brown provides an example of the efforts 
of one homosexual advocacy organization 
over the past two decades: “This is the day 

of the ‘queering of elementary educations’ 
—to quote the title of a highly-praised book 
—and much of this is due to the influence 
of GLSEN, the Gay, Lesbian, and Straight 
Educational Network (pp. 87-88). 

“GLSEN wants homosexuality and 
transgenderism completely normalized—
and even encouraged, celebrated, and 
nurtured—in the educational system . . . 
Gay-inspired curricula and gay-affirming 

educational programs are now everywhere 
today” (p. 89). 

In addition, GLSEN offers a comprehen-
sive training program for teachers called 
GLSEN Lunchbox 2, which is designed for 
educators to use beginning at the kindergar-
ten level. It comes with a training video, a 
141-page trainer’s manual, game cards with 
gay or transgender historical figures and 
terminology cards designed to teach a vari-
ety of sexual lifestyle alternatives. 

It offers activities designed to subvert the 
family, including one titled “Deconstructing 
Definitions of Family.”  Brown summarizes, 
“In short, say goodbye to male and female, 
to masculinity and femininity, to ‘biological 
sex,’ and say hello to genderqueer, gender 
non-conforming, transgender, and trans-
sexual” (p. 95).

In the United States GLSEN also spon-
sors the rapidly growing Gay Straight 
Alliances (GSAs) in middle schools, high 
school and college campuses. There are 
now more than 4,000 student clubs on  

campuses, and the number continues to 
grow rapidly. 

These do far more than just provide a 
“safe place” for homosexual, bisexual and 
transgender students to hang out. They have 
become a springboard for pro-homosexual 
advocacy. They seek to alter curriculum 
and silence dissent. They push for the full 
acceptance of homosexuality in schools. 

And they encourage children as young 
as 11 years old to declare themselves gay 
in GSA meetings, often without the knowl-
edge of their parents.

Civil rights cover-up 
All these blatantly aggressive efforts are 

a direct assault on the God-designed fam-
ily unit. And they are cleverly hidden under 
the banner of “equal opportunity” or “civil 
rights.” 

Activists even guide the media in how 
they want their agenda positioned. The 
GLAAD Media Reference Guide, quoted 
earlier, points out the terms they expect to 
be used or not used:  “Offensive: ‘special 
rights.’ Preferred: ‘equal rights’ or ‘equal 
protection.’” 

But is the real motive behind their agenda 
simply to gain the same rights as others? 

In most states gays already can gain most 
if not all the rights heterosexual marriage 
partners have by voluntarily entering into 
a private, informal domestic partnership 
agreement specifying their mutual obliga-
tions. And they can even hold private  
religious marriage ceremonies. 

Likewise, nothing prohibits private  
companies from offering benefits to same-
sex partners of their employees. In fact,  
the majority of Fortune 500 companies 
already do. 

A deeper question is: Does it make logi-
cal sense to form a special class of people 
based purely on sexual orientation and then 
equate it to a race or ethnic group’s push for 
civil rights? 

There are at least three reasons that the 
two are not a legitimate comparison. 

First, homosexuals (of both sexes), 
bisexuals and the transgendered are not all 
united by having the same sexual attractions 
—each subgroup is different. 

Second, the black civil rights movement 
was united around those who had the same 
skin color, which does not change. On the 
other hand, the LGBT community was  
artificially linked together based solely  
on sexual orientations, which can change 
over time. 

Third, there is no moral difference 

God designed marriage to provide a husband and wife 
the opportunity to raise their own biological children  
in a caring, balanced family environment conducive for 
developing their children’s personal identity.
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between being black or white (or yellow or 
red). But romantic attractions and sexual 
behavior often have moral (or immoral) 
qualities. 

The underlying moral issues
Society places way too much emphasis on 

sex, and gay activists are trying to convince 
everyone that you can have it your way, 
their way or any way. 

One of the critically destructive forces 
behind this gay agenda is the idea that 
everything is malleable to accommodate 
changes in society. But no matter what the 
changing vagaries of fickle public opinion, 
God’s principles of right and wrong do not 
change (see Malachi 3:6; Hebrews 13:8).

God set certain natural laws in motion 
at creation that were designed to govern 
and support humanity’s existence on earth. 
His Word tells us that sex was designed 
exclusively for only one relationship—that 
between a man and a woman in marriage.

Because homosexual activity, premarital 
sex and adultery are all outside of mar-riage, 
all are violations of God’s instructions. 
These sins exact negative penalties, whether 
a person understands God’s laws or not. And 
unless they are repented of, the ultimate 
consequence is death (Romans 6:23). 

The Bible contains specific passages con-
demning both male and female homosexual 
behavior (Leviticus 18:22, 24-30; Romans 
1:24-27; 1 Corinthians 6:9; 1 Timothy 1:9). 

When it comes to sexual relations, the 
only two options affirmed for Christians are 
God-designed marriage or abstinence (no 
sexual relationships).

It can be a struggle for those who desire 
to leave the gay lifestyle (again, see “The 
Human Side of Homosexuality: From One 
Who Has Struggled,” beginning on page 
17). And like other human temptations, it 
may be a battle they fight all their lives. But 
God knows how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations (2 Peter 2:9). 

And it is encouraging to see there is clear 
biblical evidence that God can help change 
wrong behavior—including homosexual-
ity and sodomy, as some of the Corinthian 
church members were able to do (1 Corin-
thians 6:9-11). 

Marriage cannot be redefined 
In law and society, marriage touches 

every aspect of life from birth to death. 
Since God is the Creator of human beings 
and marriage, only He has the right to 
define what the marriage relationship 
should be. 

Human beings were created with a deep 
need to bond to others. And there is no 
deeper bonding relationship among human 
beings than the one that can be achieved 
between a husband and wife. Eve was cre-
ated so that Adam would not have to live 
alone (Genesis 2:18). The two were directed 
to be fruitful and multiply through the only 
physical union capable of producing new 
life (Genesis 1:28).

The institution of this marital union was 
one of the very first actions God took to 
establish the basic structure of human soci-

ety (Genesis 2:24; 4-6; Ephesians 5:31). It 
is a natural union and a divine institution 
ordained of God.

Like no other institution, it can provide 
material and emotional support as well as a 
sense of safety and love for as long as both 
husband and wife are alive (Romans 7:2). 

Our loving Father gave us the institution 
of marriage and the blessing of family so 
that we might learn to love one another as 
He loves us (Ephesians 5:25-33). Because 
of the importance of this divine institution, 
Jesus Christ stood up to those who wanted 
to adapt marriage to the changing whims 
of society and brought them back to God’s 
original instructions regarding the sanctity 
of marriage (Mark 10:1-12). 

Notice Christ’s instructions: “But from 
the beginning of the creation, God ‘made 
them male and female.’ ‘For this reason a 
man shall leave his father and mother and 
be joined to his wife, and the two shall 

become one flesh’; so then they are no lon-
ger two, but one flesh. Therefore what God 
has joined together, let not man separate” 
(verses 6-9). 

Sign of the times
What this all adds up to is that the gay 

agenda has become one of the greatest 
attempts at social reengineering in history. 
The fight to uproot the definition of mar-
riage to include same-sex partners is just 
one more social trend threatening to further 
undermine the very foundation of the fam-
ily unit and the stability of society itself.

The sad reality is that our society is 
continuing headlong down the moral spiral 
prophesied for the end time before Jesus 
Christ’s return (2 Timothy 3:1-7, 13). God’s 
Word says the family will continue to be 
under assault as we approach the end of 
this age. 

Perhaps not so coincidentally, Jesus 
Christ compares the days leading up to His 
second coming to the destruction of Sodom 
in Lot’s day (Luke 17:28-30). Thanks in 
part to the gay agenda, our society is headed 
in the same direction. Nearly all the people 
of Sodom had turned away from God’s way 
of life (Genesis 18:16-22). There were not 
even 10 righteous people to be found in 
the city. The men of the city threatened to 
sexually violate the two angelic messengers 

God sent to warn Lot to leave before He 
destroyed the city (Genesis 19:1-29; Jude 7).

While Lot and his family were in some 
ways negatively influenced by the evils of 
the society around them, he is called “righ-
teous Lot” (2 Peter 2:7). He felt tormented, 
oppressed and distressed by the immoral 
and degrading ways of those around him 
(verses 7-8). 

We must remain vigilantly on guard 
against letting a morally degenerating soci-
ety pull us down with it—as Christ warned: 
“And because lawlessness will abound, the 
love of many will grow cold” (Matthew 
24:12). 

Thankfully, our loving and merciful Sav-
ior will return to heal the hearts and minds 
of all humanity (Isaiah 9:6-7). He will save 
mankind from complete depravity and self-
destruction (Matthew 24:21-22). He will 
establish a healthy, wholesome and happy 
world. May God speed that day!  GN
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like no other institution, marriage can provide material 
and emotional support as well as a sense of safety and 
love for as long as both husband and wife are alive.
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ince the late 1960s, the issue of 
homosexuality has “come out of 
the closet” from the depths of 
social stigma and shame to becom-
ing one of Western society’s most 

controversial and divisive issues.
Culture wars have polarized both sides 

of the issue as conflicting information, mis-
information and misunderstandings swirl 
through society. In the past many people 
found it easier to simply condemn those 
with same-sex attractions without under-
standing the deep-seated human struggle 
involved in avoiding a lifestyle the Bible 
clearly condemns. 

How and why did the issue of homosexu-
ality become one of the most controversial 
issues of our time? And how can a Chris-

tian struggling with same-sex attraction 
begin to change in order to live a balanced 
Christian life? This article is an open letter 
from a man who has experienced the con-
flicting struggles of same-sex attraction and 
his Christian calling. 

Roots of culture war
In the late 1960s, as a backlash to how 

homosexuals were often mistreated, gay 
activists began organizing efforts to change 
public perceptions. These efforts began to 
propel the homosexuality issue into wider 
public view. Extricating themselves from 
hurtful treatment became the roots of their 
cultural war for homosexual rights. In their 
view they deserve “equal rights” as a matter 
of fairness.

They demanded to be treated with dignity 
and have pushed hard for society to regard 
homosexuality as an accepted alternative 
lifestyle. This has resulted in bitterness, 
anger and mistrust between gay activists 
and those who oppose them.

Instead of trying to understand the con-
cerns of those on both sides of this contro-
versial issue, the cultural war has degener-
ated into extreme polarization and near 
militant positioning on the issues. This has 
often sparked deep alienation, mistrust and 
condemnation. 

To many religious people, homosexuality 
is perceived as primarily an issue of immo-
rality and behavior based on choice. Those 
who fight to uphold traditional Christian 
precepts have often declared their belief 
that homosexuals have chosen to be that 
way and harbor an agenda to bring down 
society through their immoral behavior. 

Far too often they have looked on homo-
sexuals as the worst of sinners. They have 
cited the Genesis 19 account of Sodom and 
Gomorrah to consign the person with homo-
sexual attractions to the depths of loathing 

Homosexuality and the gay-rights movement are one of many bat-
tlefields in today’s culture wars. Does the Bible offer hope for those 
struggling with same-sex attraction? A Christian who’s wrestled 
this problem shares his perspective.

From One Who Has
Struggled

THe HumAn SiDe 
of HomoSexuAliTy
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or even ridicule and persecution. Yet God’s 
Word takes the approach of hating the sin 
but loving the sinner (John 3:16-17).

As I once did, many with same-sex 
attractions feel misunderstood and summar-
ily condemned without an effort from oth-
ers to understand their circumstances. 

This condemning approach has left many 
Christians who struggle with homosexual 
attractions to live in shame, self-loathing 
and alienation. Some have given up on 
religion altogether because they feel it 
offers only condemnation and no hope for 
redemption, forgiveness or understanding  
of their struggles. 

A conscious choice? 
One of the underlying causes behind this 

culture war is misunderstanding by many of 
the root causes behind same-sex attraction. 
For many it has been easier to condemn 
those with homosexual feelings without 
taking the time to understand where they 
are coming from. 

Yet Christians are instructed in God’s 
Word not to condemn the person but 
to encourage those struggling with any 
temptation to resist sin and follow Christ’s 
example. Christians are instructed to take 
on the mindset of Jesus Christ: “For God 
did not send His Son into the world to con-
demn the world, but that the world through 
Him might be saved” (John 3:17; see also 
Luke 6:37-38).  

Like me, many (and perhaps most) homo-
sexual people did not consciously choose 
their sexual and emotional orientation. I 
remember having these feelings since I was 
a boy. Looking back today I can remem-
ber having some degree of gender identity 
confusion. I believe this was related to my 
stressful family environment. 

I had a conflicted, emotionally abusive 
relationship with my mother and a distant 
relationship with my father. I did not real-
ize that my natural need for fatherly love 
and affirmation was unconsciously meld-
ing with my developing sexual attraction. 
I didn’t ask for my homosexual feelings or 
my pain in conflict or my sense of shame, 
but I had them all! I didn’t know what to  
do in order to feel “normal” like other boys.

Although some dismiss it as an outdated 
theory, a number of authorities say that this 
type of classic “distant father” relationship 
is a recurring factor in the development of 
homosexuality. I can’t speak for others, but 
it was a factor in my life.

Many homosexuals resist change because 
they often feel they were simply born bio-

logically with same-sex attraction. Many 
have assumed a genetic component to be a 
factor, though extensive searches for a “gay 
gene” have been fruitless, and studies of 
identical twins where one was gay and the 
other straight appear to disprove the idea 
that genetics is the cause. 

This is also consistent with biblical 
teachings about God being the Creator of 
all things. It doesn’t make sense that God 
would cause or allow someone to be “born” 
as a homosexual. But one’s sexual identity 
and attractions begin to form with one’s 
earliest experiences, sometimes beginning 
shortly after birth.

Yet regardless of cause, for most of those 
with same-sex attraction that’s all they 
remember, and the attraction feels natural—
a deeply inherent state 
of mind that defines 
personal identity. To 
them, to challenge 
their homosexuality is 
to denigrate their per-
sonal worth as a human 
being. 

Hope for homosexuals
Because of the deep-

seated nature of this 
identity, those who 
desire to change can 
find it a difficult and 
painful experience. It 

took many years of personal struggle, bur-
dened with fear of condemnation, emotional 
confusion and anger toward God and other 
people, to begin to change my perspectives. 

As a young man, my struggle to stay 
out of the gay lifestyle was excruciatingly 
painful. I was giving in to temptation as I 
searched for love and affection in the gay 
community. My church pastor intervened 
with some “tough love,” which forced me 
to make a crucial life-changing decision—
follow Jesus Christ or act out on my same-
sex attractions. 

I could not do both. I had to force myself 
to walk by conviction of my Christian 
beliefs and not by personal desires.

Through years of struggle, I have come 
to see (as all Christians eventually do) that I 
was not made to be self-sufficient. I cannot 

convert myself from selfish desires to God’s 
divine nature by my own willpower alone. 
Apart from God’s mercy and power, I am 
ultimately helpless and hopeless. 

With the help of my pastor, supportive 
brethren and, most of all, the strengthening 
from our Savior Jesus Christ, I was able to 
begin to change my life.

Today I continue to fellowship in my 
church congregation. I have learned to live 
as a celibate man in a manner similar to 
that of other single men in the congregation.

I’ve come to more clearly discern the 
magnificent purpose and plan that our Cre-
ator has for me personally and all of man-
kind. It’s a plan that centers on our relation-
ships with God and fellow human beings 
(Matthew 22:37-40).

For someone who has left a homosexual 
lifestyle, the experience of building Chris-
tian friendships is critical to a successful 
Christian walk. Struggling in isolation is 
debilitating and eventually destroys the 
motivation and will of the one struggling. 
Receiving encouragement and support from 
other Christians, as I eventually did, helped 
me change my life.

However, as crucial as human support is, 
what has been even more vital to motivating 
me to choose to embrace and maintain a 
repentant way of life was coming to believe 
that God really loves me.

I remember earnestly praying to God 
that if He really did love me then would 
He please help me more deeply under-
stand and believe it. He did! God answered 
my prayer by granting me a deeper dis-
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A sense of condemnation by others has left many  
Christians who struggle with homosexual attractions  

to live in shame, self-loathing and alienation. 
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cernment of His divine nature. 
With that deeper discernment about 

God’s love, my uncertainty was replaced 
with faith that God really does love me. 
After all, His very nature is that of love 
(1 John 4:8, 16). He loves every human 
being—including those struggling with 
same-sex attraction. 

In addition, I have come to understand 
that my relationship with God was possible 
only because God first reached out to me 
to begin a relationship—while I was still 
in my sins (Romans 5:8). I have come to 
see that it was the mercy and kindness of 
God—the goodness of God—that helped 
me change my life (Romans 2:4).  

Yet, like other Christians, I often feel like 
the apostle Paul as he described his struggle 

with his human nature in Romans 7 and 8. 
Paul had repented and had been converted 
for 20 or so years when he described his 
continuing struggle with his fleshy, carnal 
nature. Paul rejoiced that Jesus Christ would 
help him get through his struggles and 
save him from sin and the condemnation 
of death: “There is therefore now no con-
demnation to those who are in Christ Jesus, 
who do not walk according to the flesh, but 
according to the Spirit” (Romans 8:1). 

Choose change
I and others are living proof that there 

is hope for homosexuals who have chosen 
to change their lifestyle. God answered my 
earnest prayer, and I now know that He 
loves me. Although I still feel same-sex 
attraction, the struggle is often a shadow of 
what it used to be. Knowing that God loves 
me has motivated me to want to please Him 
and maintain a repentant life. 

Though I did not consciously choose my 
same-sex attraction, it is true that behavior 
is based on choice. Everyone can choose 
to not engage in wrong sexual behavior as 
Christians are directed (Jude 7; 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:18; 10:8).

The apostle Paul knew he was saved 
by God’s grace through faith. Yet he also 
knew that coming under the grace of 
God—making his reconciliation and rela-
tionship with Jesus Christ and the Father 
possible—must not be denigrated or disre-
spected! Paul warned early Christians in 
Rome to not twist grace into license to sin: 

“What then? Shall we sin because we are 
not under law but under grace? Certainly 
not!” (Romans 6:15). 

The Bible warns that people who refuse 
to repent of sin—including all forms of sex-
ual sin—will not be a part of the Kingdom 
of God (1 Corinthians 6:9-10). But at the 
same time it offers hope for those caught  
up in many sins, including homosexual 
behavior (verse 11).

Ceasing to live an immoral lifestyle, 
whether homosexual or heterosexual, and 
resisting placing ourselves in tempting  
situations is a conscious choice we must 
make in order to flee sexual immorality  
(1 Corinthians 6:18).  

When we commit our lives to God we 
can receive extra help to change our lives. 

As our High Priest, Jesus Christ sympa-
thizes with our weaknesses. He has prom-
ised to show mercy and provide grace to 
help in time of need (Hebrews 4:14-16).

It is also important to understand the 
difference between homosexual orienta-
tion and homosexual lust and behavior. The 
orientation itself, while certainly a problem, 
is not a sin because we all have to deal with 
wrong desires of many kinds. But dwelling 
on those thoughts or acting them out with 
behavior is (Matthew 5:27-29). So we must 
with God’s help resist. And indeed there are 
Christians like myself with homosexual or 
bisexual orientations who are coming out of 
a wrong lifestyle to live in accordance with 
God’s instruction.

Compassion and encouragement
Christians can empathize with and 

encourage those who are making an effort 
to change from a wrong lifestyle. We should 
follow Christ’s example of showing com-
passion, forgiveness and encouragement to 
any person trying to overcome sin. 

Jesus set the Christian example of the 
perfect balance between being compassion-
ate and encouraging while never condoning 
sin. When the scribes and Pharisees wanted 
to stone a woman caught in the act of sexual 
immorality, rather than joining in con-
demning her He expressed forgiveness and 
encouraged her to change. “And Jesus said 
to her, ‘Neither do I condemn you; go and 
sin no more’” (John 8:11). 

As Christ did, showing respect and love 

for others can be done without condon-
ing wrong actions. In dealing with anyone 
struggling with homosexuality, realize that 
their experiencing respect and encourage-
ment from others can go a long way in help-
ing them change their lives. It certainly did 
for me. 

The apostle Paul reminded Timothy that 
Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners (1 Timothy 1:15). We should avoid 
condemning others and provide encourage-
ment and support for their efforts to change. 

Sinful society growing worse
We live in a society that is degenerat-

ing in many ways just as Paul warned it 
would in the last days (2 Timothy 3:1-9). 
The psychological and social pathology of 
homosexuality is but one of many forces 
destroying lives today. 

This world is under the sway of a power-
ful spirit being who is the archenemy of 
God and mankind. Satan the devil is the 
power behind society’s evils and ills (2 Cor-
inthians 4:4). His deception sits as a huge 
taproot feeding mankind’s confusion about 
right and wrong, good and evil. This means 
the evils of society will only grow worse in 
the days ahead (2 Timothy 3:13). 

Meanwhile we can strive to avoid the 
negative sexual influences all around us 
(James 4:7). What a blessing and a respon-
sibility we Christians have to be called now 
to change from the wrong ways of life to 
the right ones. “For we are His workman-
ship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, 
which God prepared beforehand that we 
should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:10).

The only real solution to our society’s 
ills will be Jesus Christ’s coming interven-
tion to change society for the better. All of 
humankind’s emotional, psychological, sex-
ual and physical problems will eventually 
be healed as His way of life begins to be 
taught worldwide in His glorious Kingdom 
(Isaiah 11:1-10).  GN

The psychological and social pathology of homosexuality 
is but one of many forces destroying lives today.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

For those struggling with same-sex attraction, the 
publishers of The Good News also produce Break-
ing Free Journal, an e-publication offering hope and 
encouragement to those dealing with this and other 
personal issues. To learn more, visit our website at 
breakingfree.ucg.org/
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his summer I was sitting on my 
brand new couch surfing the web 
on my iPad. A strong cup of French 
press coffee steamed on the coffee 
table. The previous few weeks, the 

weather had been giving us nearly 100°F 
days, but with my air conditioning set to 73, 
the apartment was comfortable. My mother-
in-law was visiting, which was why we set 
the air so low—normally, we set it to about 
80 to save money on electricity. 

I looked out the sliding glass door of my 
apartment. It began to rain. And not just for 
a brief, furious moment before relenting, 
like it had done a few times the previous 
couple weeks. This time it was a steady, 
gentle rain, not letting up for half an hour 
before giving way to broken sunshine. 

As I looked out that door onto the park-
ing lot below, a profound feeling set in:  
All of these luxuries I’m enjoying are  
meaningless without that rain. 

The iPad, the new couch, the French 
press coffee, the apartment, the air condi-
tioning—all of it. If the rain doesn’t fall, not 
a single one of those things is meaningful. 

I grew up in rural Indiana. My parents’ 
house is surrounded on every side by fields, 
which grow corn and soybeans alternately 
year to year. My family isn’t a farming 
family, but just being surrounded by that 
corn gave me a sense of how healthy the 
crops were. If it didn’t rain for a long time, 
the deep emerald green of a healthy corn 
stalk would instead turn into a pale yellow 
green or even brown. Every day, I knew 
whether the Midwest needed rain just by 
looking around.

In 2009, I moved to Cincinnati. The apart-
ment I share with my wife is on the third 
floor. We have a sliding glass door leading 
out onto a small balcony that overlooks the 
parking lot. 

In the summers, if the rain holds back for 
a while, I don’t notice so much. Oh sure, I 
notice the heat and how the grass gets dry. 
But my commute to work isn’t through 
miles of cornfields, but instead two miles 

of urban Midwestern scenery. How the 
crops are doing couldn’t be farther out of 
my mind. I’m not constantly reminded of it 
just by having my eyes open.

Long ago, the Creator of the earth made 
a promise. He said that if we obey and love 
Him with all our heart, mind and soul, He’d 
give us incredible, amazing, awesome bless-
ings. He’d give rain in its season and grass 

in the fields for the livestock so we could eat 
and be filled (Deuteronomy 11:13-15).

How incredible! He pours out the bless-
ings of heaven on His children who love 
and obey Him. The United States has 
experienced these blessings. My lifestyle is 
possible because America has enjoyed these 
unbelievable blessings given to it by God. 
Our country’s founders believed in God and 
set up a nation that has prospered perhaps 
more than any other, ever.

God wants every human being on earth 
to live forever. His plan is to make everyone 
a member of his family. Even though we all 
sin and fall short in different ways, He still 
loves us. So He blesses us when we obey 
Him and love Him. But He will also allow 
hardship to come on us to get our attention 
if we begin to drift away and turn our backs 
on Him.

if you think our culture is bad and quickly growing worse, you’re 
correct. So how can—and should—you start setting things right? 
by Mitchell Moss

Restoring morality  
Begins With You

T

Like the refreshing rain that finally breaks a hard 
drought, repentance brings relief.
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As we survey the world around us, it 
becomes clear that all is not right. The nation 
is drifting ever farther from God, and He is 
warning of trouble ahead. What is our per-
sonal responsibility in the face of all this?

J.C. Penney and the summer of pride
Earlier in the summer, I saw photos from 

a gay pride parade in Columbus, Ohio, in 
my Facebook feed. The sister of a friend of a 
family member is a lesbian and married her 
partner at the parade. There were flamboy-
ant colors, outrageous costumes—the types 
of outfits that have come to represent the gay 
pride movement. One photo in particular 
caught my eye—a group of young people 
carrying a large banner with the official logo 
of the J.C. Penney department store chain. 
On it the all-caps letters said, “LOVE IS 
LOVE. DON’T HIDE YOUR PRIDE.”

Recently those at J.C. Penney have been 
aggressively retooling the company’s image. 
It’s a top-to-bottom re-brand, including 
not just their logo, graphics and choice of 
actors on their TV commercials. They’re 
reenvisioning the shopping experience their 
customers have at the foundational level and 
the identity they want people to perceive. 

They’ve made headlines for aggressively 
pursuing the gay market. They’ve hired one 
of America’s most famous lesbians as their 
spokeswoman. They featured a gay couple 
in their June catalog for Father’s Day. And 
they’re promoting their stance at gay pride 
parades in Columbus and who knows 
where else.

For me, this is surprising because J.C. 
Penney has always been one of the many 
conservative, generic Midwest department 
stores. I would imagine that much of its cus-
tomer base is more traditionally and conser-
vatively minded. For those at the company 
to wholeheartedly change its image in this 
way is a big deal considering the customers.

Within a few weeks of seeing those pho-
tos on Facebook, a friend of mine posted 
a status update on Facebook about how 
dismayed he was that D.C. Comics was 
bringing their Green Lantern character out 
of the closet. 

Not being a huge Green Lantern fan, I 
had to Google it to see what he was talking 
about. It turns out that what they’ve done is 
taken the original Green Lantern character, 
Alan Scott, reintroduced him and made 
him openly gay (although, in true comic-
book fashion, he’s in a different world par-
allel to that of the primary Green Lantern 
character). 

Not to be outdone, competitor Marvel 

Comics trotted out its X-Men character 
Northstar, who declared himself gay in 
1992, and had him marry his longtime, non-
mutant partner Kyle. 

Why the changes? For championing 
social progress and promoting “diversity.” 
Comic books have long tackled social 
issues—the original X-Men were created in 
the 1960s, and their story lines represented 
minority struggles against segregation,  
racism and bigotry. 

The publishers of these comic books—by 
their very nature directed at young boys—
obviously see the next big social issue of 
our time as gay rights. Just like J.C. Pen-
ney’s turnaround on this issue, comics show 
the evolution of our culture and what is 
viewed as the next social injustice to repair.

God uses rain to get our attention
Back again to the Creator and His prom-

ise of blessings. After He promised to abun-
dantly bless those who love and obey Him, 
He spelled out how He’d get their attention 
if they stopped loving Him and refused to 
obey Him. One of the things He told them 
He’d do was to “make the sky above you 
like iron and the ground beneath you like 
bronze” (Leviticus 26:19).

The gay pride parade in Columbus, the 
unbelievable heat and drought that have 
blanketed much of the nation this summer, 
the gentle rain I noticed out my sliding 
glass door, God’s promises about rain—it 
all culminated in my brain: “We’ve got to 
repent.”

My lifestyle, so far removed from the 
agriculture that feeds me, with my new 
couch, iPad and fine French press coffee—
it’s all meaningless without the regular, 
steady rain that grows crops. If the sky 
became like iron and food became so 
expensive that I couldn’t afford to eat—or 
there was no more food left to eat—could 
I eat that iPad to survive? Can I eat the 
couch?

It’s easy to point to these divisive cultural 
issues and cry, “They have to repent!” and 
leave it at that. After all, Americans should 
know better than to think that all these 
types of sin are acceptable to God. 

We should know that exalting material-
ism above all else, lying for personal gain, 
calling abortion “a woman’s right” and cel-
ebrating it, breaking God’s Sabbath, using 
His name in vain, having premarital sex, 
committing adultery, viewing pornography 
and nearly every other trend in our culture 
are all sins! This country—because we 
are allowing ourselves to travel farther and 

farther down the path away from God—is 
tempting God’s patience. As God tries more 
and more to get our attention through disci-
pline, will we return to Him, or refuse and 
refuse and refuse?

Where does a turnaround begin?
But here’s the thing: Repentance isn’t just 

something everyone else needs to do. It’s 
something you have to do. It’s something 
I have to do. The blood of Jesus was shed 
because everyone has sinned; none pass 
muster on their own (Romans 3:23).

A national change of heart will come 
when every individual recognizes in himself 
or herself the lifestyles, thoughts, behaviors 
or beliefs that amount to slapping God in 
the face—and then repents of them.

And what it comes down to is that 
national repentance begins with you.

Again, it’s not something that only oth-
ers need to do. Every human being needs 
to ensure his or her own life is in line with 
the values of the Kingdom of God. If you 
don’t do it now, it may be too late when God 
makes that Kingdom a reality on this earth.

Like the refreshing rain that finally 
breaks a hard drought, repentance brings 
relief. The apostle Peter said, “Repent there-
fore and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, so that times of refreshing may 
come from the presence of the Lord” (Acts 
3:19). God so yearns to bless us. But will 
we do what we need to do to meet His con-
ditions? Will we heed the warning before 
it’s too late and return to Him?

Begin with yourself. Search out every-
thing in your life that isn’t godly and 
change it. Be an example to your neighbors. 
Fall on your knees before your Father today 
and start to live a life demonstrating the 
works of repentance (Matthew 3:8). With 
God’s help, and guided by Scripture, you 
can do it!  GN

God’s Word has a great deal 
to say about our national 
problems. It also tells us what  
we need to do about them—
especially what each of us 
needs to do individually and 
personally. And you need to 
know! Will you do what He says? Download or re-
quest our free booklet Transforming Your Life: The 
Process of Conversion today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
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e were being shown around 
the Red Fort in Agra, India. 
Our tour guide was an elderly 
man who had spent his whole 
life in India. As our tour began 

he asked where we were from, and I said, 
“America.” Towards the end of the tour of 
the old Mughal fort, I saw a raised burial 
site in the middle of the fort complex and 
asked who was buried there. “An English-
man,” he said. I responded by telling him 
that I was originally from England.

He then brightened up and said, “Before, 
when you said you were from America, I 
liked you. But now I love you.” He put his 
arms around me and gave me a big hug.

He then explained, telling us that his 
father and his grandfather both served in 
the British military prior to independence 
from Great Britain in August 1947. “They 
had great respect for the British,” he said. 
He added, “Now we are suffering.” I asked 
him in what way. He said that it was too 
costly to live with all the corruption, a prob-
lem that did not exist in colonial times.

It was an interesting conversation on 
one of the biggest problems India faces 
today—corruption.

But it was also a reminder that India 
played a major role in the British Empire 
for two centuries, when a third of the Brit-
ish military was made up of native Indian 
troops. In World War II, two million Indi-
ans volunteered to fight for Britain, the 
biggest volunteer army in the history of the 
world.

Once again, India is becoming a signifi-
cant military force, with a powerful role 
in South Asia and the Indian Ocean. “In 
fact,” as author Robert Kaplan writes in a 
recent book titled Monsoon: The Indian 

Ocean and the Future of American Power, 
“India hopes a nexus of east-west roads 
and energy pipelines will ultimately give 
it soft power dominance over the former 
territorial India of the (British) Raj, which 
encompassed Pakistan, Bangladesh and 
Burma” (2010, p. 13).

The power balance is shifting—in the 
region and in the world at large. India and 
neighboring Asian nations are on the rise 
while American influence in the region and 
around the globe weakens. What will these 
developments eventually lead to?

Corruption and sectarian conflict
Besides the history and the news of 

systemic corruption, I learned a great deal 
more from our guide in India.

He told us that he was a Sikh by religion. 
As he was bareheaded, I expressed surprise 
since Sikh men normally wear turbans. He 
explained that he had to remove his turban 
and shave his head in 1984 following the 
assassination of Indian Prime Minister 
Indira Gandhi by two Sikh bodyguards.

Following her cremation three days 
after she was repeatedly shot by the two 
men, millions of Sikhs were displaced and 
3,000 killed in extensive rioting. As Mrs. 
Gandhi’s son Rajiv put it, “When a big tree 
falls, the earth shakes.” Our guide chose to 
remove his turban so as not to be conspicu-
ous, in an effort to stay alive and take care 
of his family.

Rajiv himself was assassinated less than 
seven years later by Tamil nationalists 
angry at India’s involvement in neighboring 
Sri Lanka’s civil war, where Tamil national-
ists were fighting for independence from 
predominantly Buddhist Sri Lanka.

These sectarian conflicts go back cen-

turies. At independence, British India was 
divided between predominantly Hindu India 
and Muslim Pakistan (the latter subdivided 
into East and West, separated by nearly 
1,000 miles). Less than a quarter century 
later, East Pakistan broke away from West 
Pakistan and became Bangladesh.

Yet India itself, though mostly Hindu,  
still has many Muslims—in fact, the second- 
largest Muslim population in the world at 
about 160 million. In addition, there are siz-
able numbers of Sikhs and Christians. Chris-
tians are less than 3 percent of the popula-
tion, but that still works out to several tens  
of millions of people.

While corruption and sectarianism 
remain serious challenges for all govern-
ments in India, the country can point to 
many positive accomplishments.

A vibrant, thriving nation
Visiting the country for the first time, I 

was struck by its vitality. Whereas Ameri-
ca’s streets are largely empty of pedestrian 
traffic, India’s are teeming with thousands 
and thousands of people, as far as the eye 
can see.

They are all moving, anxious to make 
money in whatever business pursuit they are 
involved in. All this energy has contributed 
to making India one of the fastest-growing 
economies in the world.

Service is second to none. Those 
employed in the hotel industry could not do 
enough to make our stay more comfortable. 
We were greatly impressed.

Another accomplishment is the fact that 
India remains a democracy 65 years after 
independence. Neighboring countries have 
had periods of military rule when their 
constitutions were suspended or rewritten, 
but India has remained the world’s biggest 
democracy, now with well over a billion 
people.

Along with a functioning democratic sys-
tem, India has a thriving free press. I looked 
forward to reading The Times of India and 
other papers each morning. Journalists are 
certainly not afraid to criticize their leaders.

While we were there the papers (and gov-

The former “jewel in the crown” of the British empire, india is one 
of Asia’s great economic success stories. With economic might 
comes military might. What lies ahead for this country of over a bil-
lion people, other nations in the region and the larger world scene?  
by Melvin Rhodes

India: A nation on the Rise 

A guide to understanding events that are shaping our world and future
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ernment leaders) were not afraid to criticize 
the United States after President Obama 
called on India to open its economy more to 
U.S. investment. They did not appreciate a 
lecture from Washington, capital of a coun-
try that appears to be in rapid economic 
decline while India is growing.

Indian television news spent some time 
focused on the fact that the country’s 
growth rate has recently dropped to 7.6 
percent, a cause of great national concern. 
The U.S. growth rate is roughly a quarter 
of that, while Great Britain is in negative 
growth. The eurozone is in an even bigger 
mess.

It’s difficult to understand why Western 
nations still give aid to India when India is 
clearly doing better than they are. Britain, 

for example, gives more 
aid to India than to any 
other nation.

Waning respect for the 
declining West

Not only are Western 
economies in decline, but 
respect in Asia for the 
former European colonial 
powers and the United 
States is also in decline, 
as Western values have 
dramatically liberalized. 
People often commented 
on our Western television 
shows and movies and  
the degenerate values  
portrayed on both.

There was also conster-
nation in both India and 
Sri Lanka over the British 
prime minister’s speech at 
the Commonwealth Heads 
of Government Meet-
ing in Perth, Australia, 
in October 2011. David 
Cameron urged former 
British colonies to liberal-
ize their laws on homo-
sexuality and same-sex 

marriage, laws originally given to them by 
the British! The Bible says that “righteous-
ness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to 
any people” (Proverbs 14:34).

In a number of conversations, people 
remarked on the breakdown of the family 
in the West. The comment was made that 
no Indian man would ever walk out on his 
family. The divorce rate there is 1.1 percent 
compared to the United States and United 
Kingdom, where about half of all marriages 
end in divorce.

Interestingly, the high Western divorce 
rate was blamed on “love marriages,” where 
everyone chooses their own mate. Indian 
marriages are more successful, it was said, 
because most are “arranged marriages,” 
determined by parents. Although choosing 

your partner has become more common in 
modern India, the cultural values and nega-
tive stigma on divorce also play vital roles 
in the low divorce rate.

What is clear is that “intact” families 
do not become a burden on the state. The 
breakdown of the traditional family is a 
major contributing factor in rising govern-
ment spending in Western countries. 

This, in turn, contributes to a decline in 
military power. As a recent article in The 
Wall Street Journal showed, the choice 
is increasingly between food stamps—to 
alleviate poverty, mostly caused by family 
breakdown—and national defense (Mack-
enzie Eaglen, “Defense vs. Food Stamps—
What Would You Choose?” Aug. 7, 2012). 
The United States is no longer able to 
afford both.

The new superpowers of Asia
America’s economic decline must inevi-

tably lead to military decline. At the same 
time, India’s economic rise must lead to 
a greater military role in the region. The 
same applies to China. These two countries 
are the new superpowers of Asia.

Bible prophecy shows the rise of a major 
military bloc east of the Holy Land able 
to put together a 200-million-man army 
immediately prior to Christ’s return (Rev-
elation 9:16). This military force emerges 
onto the world scene east of the River 
Euphrates, the eastern border of the Roman 
Empire 2,000 years ago. 

This prophecy doesn’t specify whether 
this is the military forces of just one nation 
or an alliance of nations. But a later phase 
of end-time conflict will involve a group of 
Eastern powers—the Euphrates River being 
dried up “so that the way of the kings from 
the east might be prepared” (Revelation 
16:12, emphasis added).

In any case, such a force is only possible 
with considerable wealth.

India, China and other smaller Asian 
nations are benefiting from open markets 
in the West, an opportunity for them to sell 
their finished products cheaply to Ameri-
cans and Europeans. They’re even lending 
to Western nations the money to purchase 
these goods from them!

It could be said that the interest payments 
the Asian countries receive from Western 
nations, particularly the United States, are 
enabling them to build up their military 
might. 

It never seems to occur to anybody in the 
West that they might be trying to do exactly 
what America did to the Soviet Union. 

A guide to understanding events that are shaping our world and future

At the time of India’s independence, nobody thought that 
Britain would cease to be a global power. Yet once the 
decline started Britain’s imperial power went into a rapid 
downward spiral. Could the same happen again with the 
United States?
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Under President Ronald Reagan the United 
States built up its military, forcing the Sovi-
ets to try to keep up, thereby leading them 
into national bankruptcy. Could the same 
thing happen to the United States as it tries 
to maintain its lead over China and other 
emerging powers? Of course it could!

“Although China’s expanded regional 
interaction and influence is a natural reflec-
tion of China’s growing economic strength 
and attendant political and military influ-
ence, a rising China poses a challenge to 
U.S. interests” (“Washington’s Long Turn 
East,” Stratfor Global Intelligence, Aug. 31, 
2012).

American preeminence in jeopardy— 
as Britain’s before it

Returning to Bible prophecy, it’s impor-
tant to understand that the United States 
and Britain are descendants of the bibli-
cal patriarch Joseph, one of the 12 sons of 
Jacob, later renamed Israel. Joseph’s two 
sons were prophesied to become a great 
nation and a multitude of nations (Genesis 
48:18)—fulfilled in the United States and 
the former British Empire and Common-
wealth (see our free booklet The United 
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy to 
learn more).

In Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28, 
the descendants of Israel were promised 
tremendous blessings for obeying the laws 
of God and were warned of great negative 
consequences for disobedience.

In Deuteronomy 28:43-44 God warned, 
referring to gentiles or non-Israelites: “The 
alien who is among you shall rise higher 
and higher above you, and you shall come 
down lower and lower. He shall lend to you, 
but you shall not lend to him; he shall be the 
head, and you shall be the tail.” What this 
means for the times ahead is that the nations 
that America and Britain are indebted to 
will call the shots. They will soon be dic-
tating to us—and it’s all because of our 
national sins, our progressively turning  
away from God.

It should be remembered that the geopo-
litical map of the world is never the same 
two days in a row. The world is constantly 
changing. As one nation declines, so others 
emerge—until conflict ensues.

A major turning point in Asia came dur-
ing World War II with the fall of Singapore 
in February 1942, when British forces sur-
rendered it to Japan. Although the Western 
allies were eventually triumphant against 
the Japanese, irreparable damage had been 
done. The British were no longer seen as 
invincible.

Within a few years after the end of the 
Second World War, Britain gave indepen-
dence to its Asian territories. The fall of 
the empire changed the balance of power 
in the region—leading eventually to the 
creation of two new nuclear powers, India 
and Pakistan.

At the time of India’s independence, 
nobody thought that Britain would com-
pletely pull out of Asia and cease to be a 
global power. Yet once the decline started it 
sped up, and Britain’s imperial power went 
into a rapid downward spiral. Could the 
same happen again with the decline of the 
United States, Britain’s successor in Asia 
and elsewhere?

The current path’s days are numbered
What effect will the decline of American 

power have on the region? That’s the subject 
of Robert Kaplan’s book Monsoon: The 
Indian Ocean and the Future of American 
Power. He concludes that “the U.S. mili-
tary, with its sheer size and ability to deploy 
rapidly, will still be indispensable, even as 
the United States itself plays a more modest 
political role, and other, once-poor nations 
rise up and leverage one another” (p. 16). 
Other nations, especially India and China, 
are certainly rising up.

However, as with Britain, the future may 
turn out to be quite different, with America 
playing a diminished role, if any. The Wall 
Street Journal’s David Wessel, in his book 
Red Ink, quotes former Congressional Bud-

get Office director Bob Reischauer on the 
state of the U.S. deficit: “We’re driving sev-
enty miles an hour toward a cliff . . . And 
when we reach that cliff will be determined 
by events over which we have very little 
control. The path we’re on can’t go on for 
fifteen years. Whether it can go on for two, 
three, four years, I have no idea” (p. 129).

The aforementioned Wall Street Journal 
article highlighted the fact that U.S. mili-
tary forces have seen three straight years of 
spending cuts. The threat of sequestration 
(automatic spending cuts being triggered by 
law) hangs over the defense budget, which 
now faces a further cut of half a trillion  
dollars beginning in January.

And then there is India.
A global high-tech leader, this nation of 

growing power and influence is planning 
a mission to Mars. It is also the world’s 
biggest importer of weapons, an indicator 
of where it is headed in terms of military 
power.

On the downside, it has a major problem 
with poverty and corruption. Additionally, 
the recent power failure that affected most 
of the country showed it has serious prob-
lems with its infrastructure.

But these problems are not likely to hin-
der its relentless climb to superpower status 
in a region that is rapidly changing.  GN

Empires rise and empires fall. 
Many of us remember the col-
lapse of the Soviet Union. Some 
even remember the dismantling 
of the British Empire after World 
War II. Are we on the verge of 
witnessing the fall of the most 
powerful single nation in world history, the United 
States? You need to understand what the Bible says! 
Download or request your free copy of The United 
States and Britain in Bible Prophecy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
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Recent discoveries about DNA—including the 
finding that so-called “junk DNA” is anything 

but—once again clearly points to a supreme Intel-
ligence having imbedded an incredible multifaceted 
code in our genes.

When first discovered, scientists believed that DNA 
was a somewhat simple genetic code filled with what 
they termed “junk DNA,” useless bits assumed to be 
evolutionary remnants from our supposed ancestors. 
But now they have found the code to be astoundingly 
complex, multilayered and even bidirectional.

On Sept. 5, 2012, The New York Times reported: 
“The human genome is packed with at least four 
million gene switches that reside in bits of DNA that 
once were dismissed as “junk” but that turn out to 
play critical roles in controlling how cells, organs and 
other tissues behave . . .

 “The thought before the start of the [DNA] proj-
ect, said Thomas Gingeras, an Encode researcher 
from Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory, was that only 
5 to 10 percent of the DNA in a human being was 
actually being used. The big surprise was not only 
that almost all of the DNA is used but also that a large 
proportion of it is gene switches. 

“Before Encode, said Dr. John Stamatoyanno-
poulos, a University of Washington scientist who was 
part of the project, ‘if you had said half of the genome 
and probably more has instructions for turning genes 
on and off, I don’t think people would have believed 
you’” (“Bits of Mystery DNA, Far From ‘Junk,’ Play 
Crucial Role,” Sept. 5, 2012, online edition).  

The astounding complexity of the DNA code was 
the main reason Sir Antony Flew, the late world-
famous philosopher who had been the leading atheist 
in England, renounced his atheism a few years back 
and accepted the existence of a divine intelligence 
behind it all. 

He wrote: “What I think the DNA material has 
done is that it has shown, by the almost unbelievable 
complexity of the arrangements which are needed 
to produce (life), that intelligence must have been 
involved in getting these extraordinarily diverse ele-
ments to work together” (There Is a God: How the 
World’s Most Notorious Atheist Changed His Mind, 
2007, p. 75).

Let’s see some of the examples of the incredible 
complexity of the DNA code.

Spy codes—as in Washington’s day 
Back in the days of the American Revolution, 

George Washington and his officers sent each other 
letters with double meanings. A letter intercepted by 
the enemy would simply have sounded like a typi-
cal message describing incidents on a farm. But to 
those with the deciphering key, the same message 
may have described troop numbers and locations. 
Yet without the key, the secret message would be 
safely hidden.

Similarly, scientists have come to realize that cer-
tain areas of the genetic code have secondary mes-
sages that can be deciphered by a cell’s translating 
devices. 

Comparing DNA to a spy code, science historian 
Stephen Meyer explains: “In the same way, the cell 
has protein machinery and RNA codes that jointly 
function as a cipher enabling it to access and read 
the secondary imbedded messages within the pri-
mary message of the genome . . . The presence 
of these genes imbedded within genes (messages 
within messages) further enhances the information-
storage density of the genome” (Signature in the Cell: 
DNA and the Evidence for Intelligent Design, 2009, 
pp. 463-464).

Imagine how difficult it would be to write a mes-
sage and inscribe within it other messages! Mindless 
evolution could never produce genetic information 
of any kind, much less in overlapping levels of this 
nature! 

DNA’s bidirectional code  
Scientists also have found the genome to be 

bidirectional—relaying different messages when 
read from opposite directions—providing efficiency 
of space.

Dr. Meyer explains: “In the same way that words 
are ordered into sentences and sentences into para-
graphs, nucleotide bases [within the DNA molecular 
chain] are ordered into genes and genes are ordered 
into specifically arranged gene clusters.

“Or think of these individual genes as computer 
data files and groupings of genes as folders contain-
ing several files. The groupings of DNA ‘files’ that we 
observe serve several roles. These groupings allow 
the cell to make longer transcripts that are combi-
nations of different gene messages. In other words, 
the coding modules of the gene files in a ‘folder’ can 

be combined in numerous ways—
and in both directions—to greatly 
increase the number of encoded 
transcripts and protein products 
from the same genomic region or 
resources” (pp. 467-468). 

Again, imagine how difficult it 
would be to design something like 
this! If you read forward, you find 
one message. If you read back-
wards, you find another message. 
Again, how could evolution pos-
sibly account for this? It is further 
clear evidence of a brilliant Mind at 
work!

From “junk DNA” to a com-
plex computer operating 
system

Computer users are familiar 
with a computer’s operating system, such as Micro-
soft Windows, which sets and controls the environ-
ment in which software programs run. Scientists are 
now startled to discover that many regions of the 
genome, previously thought to be useless, in fact 
provide key functions similar to a computer’s operat-
ing system.

Dr. Meyer explains: “Portions of the genome that 
many biologists previously regarded as ‘junk DNA’ 
are now known to perform many important func-
tions, including the regulation and expression of the 
information for building proteins . . . the nonprotein 
coding regions of the genome function much like an 
operating system in a software program, directing 
and regulating how other information in the system 
is processed” (p. 367).

Discarding the “junk DNA” myth 
To believe that all this incredible, efficient com-

plexity simply evolved through mutation and natural 
selection is to deny the overwhelming facts.

As molecular biologist Jonathan Wells concludes: 
“Scientists make progress by testing hypotheses 
against the evidence. But when scientists ignore the 
evidence and cling to a hypothesis for philosophical 
or theological reasons, the hypothesis becomes a 
myth. Junk DNA is such a myth . . .

“As recent discoveries have demonstrated, we 
are just beginning to unravel the mysteries of the 
genome. Indeed, the same can be said of living 
organisms in general. But assuming that any feature 
of an organism has no function discourages further 
investigation. In this respect, the myth of junk DNA 
has been a science-stopper. Not anymore. For scien-
tists willing to follow the evidence wherever it leads, 
these are exciting times” (The Myth of Junk DNA, 
2011, p. 107).

—Mario Seiglie

 

DnA Discoveries Demonstrate Divine Design
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t’s called the spirit of Christmas—the 
ringing of sleigh bells on a snowy night, 
Tiny Tim turning the heart of Scrooge 
in Charles Dickens’ famous novel A 
Christmas Carol, Santa Claus and flying 

reindeer. 
For many, it seems, the birth of Jesus takes 

a backseat to mythology, packed shopping 
malls and greed. Every year, signs in front 
of neighborhood churches remind people to 
put Christ back into Christmas—or proclaim 
“Jesus is the reason for the season.”

But is He?
In his 1997 book 4,000 Years of Christ-

mas: A Gift From the Ages, Episcopal priest 
Earl Count enthusiastically relates historical 
connections between the exchanging of gifts 
on the 12 days of Christmas and customs 
originating in ancient, pagan Babylon. He 
shows that mistletoe was adopted from Druid 
mystery rituals and that Dec. 25 has more  
to do with the ancient Roman Saturnalia  
celebration than with Jesus.

Early Church celebration?
Nowhere in the New Testament do we 

see Jesus’ disciples observing His birthday. 
In fact, as late as the third century the early 
Catholic theologian Origen declared that it 
was a sin to celebrate Christmas, viewing it 
as pagan.

First-century Corinth was a Greek city 
filled with polytheistic religions. Its customs 
included temple prostitution and priests  
who performed sacrifices to the pantheon  
of Greek and Roman gods. 

The apostle Paul writes to the Church 
members there in 1 Corinthians 10:19-
21: “What am I saying then? That an idol 
is anything, or what is offered to idols is 
anything? Rather, that the things which the 
Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons 
and not to God, and I do not want you to 
have fellowship with demons. You cannot 
drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of 

demons; you cannot partake of the Lord’s 
table and of the table of demons.” 

Paul clearly warns people to avoid having 
anything to do with pagan religious cus-
toms, labeling such actions “fellowship with 
demons”! 

Familiar to early Christians was the Sat-
urnalia, an ancient Roman festival celebrated 
during the last days of December in honor 
of Saturn, the god of agriculture. Many 
ancient religions conducted festivals at that 
time of year, the time of the winter solstice 
in the northern hemisphere, when days are 
the shortest, to appease the various gods to 
restore the sun and bring an end to winter. 

The Roman Saturnalia included drunk-
enness, debauchery and other practices 
diametrically opposed to the teachings of 
Christ. Yet this holiday would eventually 
develop into Christmas. What happened to 
change many Christians from Paul’s prac-
tice of abhorring and resisting pagan forms 
of worship to accepting and participating in 
such practices in the name of Jesus Christ?

Tremendous forces pressured early Chris-
tians away from the apostles’ original instruc-
tion to avoid mixing idolatry with the wor-
ship of the true God. Thousands of pagans, 
while outwardly converting to Christianity, 
refused to give up the rituals and ceremonies 
of their former religious experiences.

Dr. Count sums up this historical strug-
gle: “To the pagans, the Saturnalia were 
fun. To the Christians, the Saturnalia were 
an abomination in homage to a disreputable 
god who had no existence anyway. The 
Christians, moreover, were dedicated to  
the slow, uphill task of converting these 
roistering pagan Romans. 

“There were many immigrants into the 
ranks of the Christians by this time, but the 
Church Fathers discovered to their alarm 
that they were also facing an invasion of 
pagan customs. The habit of the Saturnalia 
was too strong to be left behind. At first the 

church forbade it, but in vain. When a river 
meets a boulder that will not be moved, the 
river flows around it. If the Saturnalia would 
not be forbidden, let it be tamed” (p. 36).

Why a Dec. 25 celebration?
The church adopted Dec. 25—the date 

of the ending of the Roman Brumalia, 
immediately after Saturnalia—as the date 
of Christ’s birth (even though biblical evi-
dence shows this cannot be the right time  
of this event). 

This date also marked a great festival 
in Mithraism, the Persian religion of the 
sun god. In A.D. 274 Emperor Aurelian of 
Rome declared Dec. 25 to be the “birthday 
of the invincible sun.” In time the Son of 
God, Jesus Christ, became indistinguish-
able from the pagan sun god in the minds  
of hundreds of thousands of converts 
throughout the Roman Empire.

Instead of standing as Christ’s force for 
change in the world, nominal Christianity 
was changed by the pagan world it was  
supposed to transform!

Dr. Count relates: “There exists a letter 
from the year 742 AD, in which Saint Boni-
face . . . complains to Pope Zacharias that 
his labors to convert the heathen Franks and 
Alemans—Germanic tribes—were being 
handicapped by the escapades of the Chris-
tian Romans back home. The Franks and the 
Alemans were on the threshold of becoming 
Christians, but their conversion was retarded 
by their enjoyment of lurid carnivals. 

“When Boniface tried to turn them away 
from such customs, they argued that they had 
seen them celebrated under the very shadow 
of Saint Peter’s in Rome. Embarrassed and 
sorry, Pope Zacharias replied . . .  admitting 
that the people in the city of Rome behaved 
very badly at Christmas time” (p. 53).

Over the centuries
Over the subsequent centuries, Christ-

mas absorbed customs from German, 
Scandinavian and Celtic paganism—such 
as the Yule log, the decorating of evergreen 
trees and the hanging of mistletoe.

In the Middle Ages, Christmas obser-
vances in Europe continued the excesses of 

’Tis the season for mistletoe and decorating the tree. But the origins 
of Christmas may surprise you. Did you know one of the American 
colonies outlawed observance of this holiday in 1659?  by Gary Petty

4,000 Years of Christmas
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Saturnalia. Dr. Penne Restad, in Christmas 
in America: A History, writes of the moral 
debate that raged during that era: 

“Some clergy stressed that fallen human-
kind needed a season of abandonment and 
excess, as long as it was carried on under the 
umbrella of Christian supervision. Others 
argued that all vestiges of paganism must 
be removed from the holiday. Less fervent 
Christians complained about the unreason-
ableness of Church law and its attempts to 
change custom. Yet the Church sustained 
the hope that sacred would eventually over-
take profane as pagans gave up their revels 
and turned to Christianity” (1996, p. 6).

Sadly, it didn’t happen. Following the 
Middle Ages, some Protestants tried reform-
ing Christmas but created little real change. 
The English Puritans waged a war on 
Christmas observance as unchristian behav-
ior. In 1659 the holiday was outlawed in 
Massachusetts, but proved so popular that  
it gained official approval again in 1681.

A U.S. News & World Report cover story, 
“In Search of Christmas,” states: “When 
Christmas landed on American shores, 
it fared little better. In colonial times, 
Christ’s birth was celebrated as a wildly 
social event—if it was celebrated at all . . . 
Puritans in New England flatly refused to 
observe the holiday” (Dec. 23, 1996, p. 60).

In more modern times many Christians 
have become concerned about the com-
mercialization of the day that is supposed 
to celebrate the birth of the Son of God. 
With parades featuring Santa Claus spon-
sored by department stores, half-price sales, 
and incessant TV and radio commercials, 
Christmas obviously has become more 

about the accountant’s bottom line than 
about worshipping God.

Many people approach the yuletide sea-
son with a vague longing for a Christmas 
that is more spiritual and less commercial. 
But is our fast-paced, greed-filled rendition 
of Christmas the real problem, or is there 
something wrong with Christmas itself?

Put Christ back in Christmas?
Christmas has become such a central hol-

iday of American culture that it’s difficult 
to get anyone to step back and evaluate its 
Christian validity. You be the judge.

Here are the facts: Jesus wasn’t born on 
Dec. 25. Christ’s apostles rejected pagan cer-
emonies and rituals in their worship and told 
other Christians to likewise avoid them. The 
early Church didn’t observe Jesus’ birthday. 
The selection of Dec. 25 as Christ’s supposed 
date of birth was based on the dates of the 
Roman Saturnalia and Brumalia—a time for 
worshipping the god Saturn. 

Most Christmas customs—decorating the 
evergreen tree, use of mistletoe, exchanging 
of gifts, Santa Claus—come not from the 
Bible but from ancient pagan religions. For 
centuries Christianity tried unsuccessfully 
to rid itself of the paganism of Christmas. 
Throughout its history Christmas has 
inspired drunken parties, and the modern 
holiday is more about convincing children 
to harass their parents to buy toys than  
worshipping Christ.

What is your verdict? Some say, “But we 
can’t take Christmas away from the chil-
dren.” Others: “As long as it brings people 
to Jesus, what does it matter?”

Earlier we saw Paul’s instructions to Chris-

tians in pagan Corinth. He continues his 
instructions in his next letter to the Corinthi-
ans: “For what fellowship has righteousness 
with lawlessness? And what communion has 
light with darkness? . . . Or what part has a 
believer with an unbeliever? And what agree-
ment has the temple of God with idols? . . .

“Therefore ‘Come out from among them 
and be separate, says the Lord. Do not 
touch what is unclean, and I will receive 
you . . .’ Therefore . . . let us cleanse our-
selves from all filthiness of the flesh and 
spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God” (2 Corinthians 6:14-18; 7:1).

Paul’s point is very pertinent to Christ-
mas. How can we claim to be honoring God 
with pagan customs and traditions that He 
forbids in His Word?

The crucial question is: How can we put 
Jesus back into the season when He was 
never part of it to begin with? It’s a difficult 
question, isn’t it? But it’s one that’s vitally 
important for you to answer.  GN 

Many people are shocked to 
discover the true origins of our 
most popular religious holi-
days. Why are they celebrated 
with so many traditions and 
customs that aren’t found 
anywhere in the Bible? To learn 
the surprising truth, download or request your free 
copy of Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which 
Days We Observe?

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Where did the popular customs and symbols associated with Christmas come from? most originated in ancient pagan religious beliefs and practices.
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typical translation of Luke 2:7 says 
about Mary giving birth to Jesus, 
“And she brought forth her first-
born Son, and wrapped Him in 
swaddling clothes, and laid Him 

in a manger, because there was no room 
for them in the inn” (New King James 
Version). 

We’ve grown up hearing the account 
that the “inn” in Bethlehem was full, with 
no “room” available, so Joseph and Mary 
ended up in a stable, with Jesus Christ born 
and laid in a manger there. This image has 
been used to promote the typical Christmas 
nativity scene for generations. Yet a careful 
analysis of the biblical text reveals quite a 
different story! 

Not an inn but a guest room
The New Testament was originally writ-

ten in Greek, and the Greek word translated 
“inn” here is kataluma. It means a place of 
rest, usually a guest room. In fact, the same 
writer Luke uses this very word later where 
it clearly refers to a guest room and not an 
inn. Notice Luke 22:11, where Jesus said 
to His disciples, “Then you shall say to the 
master of the house, ‘The Teacher says to 
you, “‘Where is the guest room [kataluma] 
where I may eat the Passover with My dis-
ciples?”’” (emphasis added throughout).

Furthermore, Luke elsewhere in his 
Gospel uses a different Greek word when 
he writes about an actual inn—not the 
word kataluma. In the parable of the Good 
Samaritan, Jesus mentions that the injured 
man in the story was taken to an inn—and 
here Luke translates using the Greek word 
pandokheion, the normal word for an inn. 
We read this in Luke 10:34, where the kind 
Samaritan set the injured man “on his own  

animal, brought him to an inn, and took 
care of him.”

Interestingly, the Arabic and Syriac ver-
sions of the New Testament, which reflect 
more of a Middle Eastern context, have 
never translated kataluma as meaning an 
inn, but instead as a guest room. As Ken-
neth Bailey, a Middle Eastern and New Tes-
tament scholar points out, “This translation 
[of the word as ‘inn’] is a product of our 
Western heritage” (“The Manger and the 
Inn: The Cultural Background of Luke 2:7,” 
Bible and Spade, Fall 2007, p. 103).

In addition, Young’s Literal Translation 
uses the term “guest-chamber” instead of 
an inn. It says: “And she brought forth her 
son—the first-born, and wrapped him up, 
and laid him down in the manger, because 
there was not for them a place in the guest-
chamber.” 

Note also the word here translated 
“place” or “room.” In the context of “inn,” 
most assume this is referring to an indi-
vidual room (“no room in the inn”), yet 
even inns of that time did not often have 
individual rooms. The reference is simply to 
space. What Luke is telling us is that there 
was not enough room, or enough space, for 
them in the guest room.

The linguistic evidence shows that Luke 
used the term kataluma to mean not an inn, 
but the guest room—indeed, “the” guest 
room (the definite article is used) of a  
particular house. 

Historical factors
The International Standard Bible Ency-

clopedia, after pointing out that the word 
kataluma is used elsewhere in the Gospels 
for the guest chamber of a private home, 
comments: “Was the ‘inn’ at Bethlehem, 

where Joseph and Mary sought a night’s 
lodging, an upper guest room in a private 
home or some kind of public place for trav-
elers? The question cannot be answered 
with certainty. It is thought by some that it 
may have been a guest chamber provided 
by the community. We know that visitors to 
the annual feasts in Jerusalem were enter-
tained in the guest rooms of private homes” 
(1982, Vol. 2, “Inn,” p. 826).

Another factor that powerfully argues 
against this term meaning an inn is that 
these places were not appropriate to giv-
ing birth to a child. Inns at that time were 
far from anything like typical motels or 
hotels we might think of today. “Generally 
speaking, inns had a bad reputation . . . This 
ill repute of public inns, together with the 
Semitic spirit of hospitality, led the Jews 
and the early Christians to recommend the 
keeping of an open house for the benefit of 
strangers” (ibid.).

Besides, for commercial reasons inns 
were usually found along the major roads. 
Yet Bethlehem was a small town in the 
upper mountains of Judea, and no major 
Roman road is known to have passed 
through it. Since it seems to have been an 
insignificant village at the time, it’s doubt-
ful that an inn even existed there then.

This gives yet more reason to realize that 
what Luke really wrote is that there was no 
room in the guest chamber. Certainly, due 
to the Roman census being taken at the time 
and the huge number of people traveling 
to their birthplaces, available space in the 
guest quarters was scarce.

So the question then becomes: Does that 
mean Joseph and Mary aimed to stay in 
someone’s home but, since the guest room 
was full, were turned out into the night to 
a stable? When Mary was in labor? That 
might seem worse than being turned away 
from an inn. Of course, both scenarios 
seem rather terrible—certainly downright 
inhospitable, which is far out of line from 
the way things were at that time.

A culture of hospitality and honoring kinship
In Christ’s day, hospitality to visitors 

most have taken for granted Jesus’ nativity story as commonly 
related—that when Joseph and mary arrived in Bethlehem there 
was no room in an inn so mary ended up giving birth to Jesus in  
a stable. But is this the true account in Scripture? See for yourself!   
by Mario Seigle and Tom Robinson

Was There Really  
‘‘No Room in the Inn’’?

A
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among the Jews was essential, based on 
biblical example and law. In Deuteronomy 
10:19, God told the Israelites to “love the 
stranger.” And Leviticus 19:33 stated, “If a 
stranger dwells with you in your land, you 
shall not mistreat him.” Denial of hospital-
ity was shown throughout Scripture to be 
an outrage. Hospitality toward visitors is 
still important throughout the Middle East.

Moreover, since Bethlehem was Joseph’s 
ancestral home, he probably had relatives 
there. And being a descendant of King 
David, whose hometown this was, he 

would have been highly respected upon his 
arrival. Think of a descendant of George 
Washington coming to his hometown of 
Alexandria, Virginia, after a long lapse of 
time. The townspeople would’ve shown 
him respect.

As Bailey explains: “[My] thirty-year 
experience with villagers in the Middle 
East is that the intensity of honor shown 
to the passing guest is still very much in 
force, especially when it is a returning son 
of the village who is seeking shelter. We 
have observed cases where a complete vil-
lage has turned out in a great celebration 
to greet a young man who has suddenly 
arrived unannounced in the village, which 
his grandfather had left many years before” 
(p. 103).

It should also be pointed out that child-
birth was a major event at that time. In a 
small village like Bethlehem, many neigh-
boring women would have come to help in 

the birth. Bailey states: “In the case of a 
birth, the men will sit apart with the neigh-
bors, but the room will be full of women 
assisting the midwife. A private home 
would have bedding, facilities for heating 
water and all that is required for any peas-
ant birth” (p. 102).

What this all means is that it would have 
been unthinkable and an unimaginable 
insult and affront to societal decency for 
Joseph, a returning village son, and his 
laboring wife to need to seek shelter in  
an unsavory inn to have a baby of Davidic 

descent—and then, even worse, to be sent 
out to have the birth in a stable. This simply 
cannot be what happened. Nor can it be  
that they were sent out into the night from  
a private home. 

So what actually happened?   

Reading the text carefully
Regrettably, the birth of Christ is later 

overlaid with so much tradition and legend 
about Christmas that it’s hard to let the  
biblical text speak for itself. 

The common assumption is that Joseph 
and Mary arrived in Bethlehem and, being 
hastened by her labor pains, rushed to an 
inn only to find it full with no vacancies, 
so they ended up in a stable where she gave 
birth.

However, a careful reading of the text 
shows us they had already been in Beth-
lehem for some days when she went into 
labor. Notice carefully Luke 2:4-6: “Joseph 

also went up from Galilee, out of the city of 
Nazareth into Judea, to the city of David, 
which is called Bethlehem, because he was 
of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, 
who was with child. So it was, that while 
they were there, the days were completed 
for her to be delivered.” 

Consequently, they must have already 
been lodging somewhere in Bethlehem 
when her birth pangs began—and this was 
surely not a stable for a period of days. 
Could not Joseph have found a more suit-
able lodging place for his pregnant wife in 
that amount of time? Of course.

In fact, we should realize that not far 
from here dwelt Mary’s cousin Elizabeth, 
whom Mary had lived with for a while dur-
ing her pregnancy (Luke 1:39-40). If they 
were seeking a place to stay for days, why 
didn’t they go to Elizabeth’s house? The 
answer is simple. They found a house in 
which to stay in Bethlehem—probably that 
of Joseph’s relatives.

And being in these accommodations 
already, it makes no sense for them to sud-
denly be out seeking a room in an inn or 
anywhere else at the time of Mary’s labor.

Yet we might still be asking: So why 
were they sent out to a stable? The answer 
is, they weren’t.

Birth in a house, not a stable
The Archaeological Study Bible offers 

some helpful background: “The ‘manger’ 
was the feeding trough of the animals. This 
is the only indication that Jesus was born 
in a stable. Very early tradition suggests 
that his birthplace was a cave, perhaps 
being used as a stable. 

“Justin Martyr in the second century 
A.D. stated that Jesus’ birth took place in 
a cave close to the village. Over this tradi-
tional manger site the emperor Constantine 
(A.D. 330) and his mother, Helena, con-
structed the Church of the Nativity” (2005, 
p. 1669).

Note that it is only the manger, an animal 
food or water trough, that gives any indica-
tion of a stable. And indeed a manger might 
well have been found in a stable. But it’s 
important to realize that they were also to 
be found within first-century homes!

A typical Judean house of that day con-
sisted of an area near the door, often with a 
dirt floor, where the family’s animals were 
kept at night—so they wouldn’t be stolen or 
preyed upon and so their body heat could 
help warm the home on cool nights. The 
family lived and slept in a raised part of the Sc
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The Greek word translated “inn” in luke 2:7 actually refers to a guest room like this one from 
a reconstructed israelite house, which doubled as a storage room when not housing visitors. 
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same room set back from the door. There 
was also usually a guest room either upstairs 
on a second floor or adjoining the family 
common room on the lower floor. Typically 
the lower area near the door had a manger 
for food and/or water for the animals. 

Eric F.F. Bishop, an expert in Middle East 
culture, noted that the birth of Christ prob-
ably took place in “one of the Bethlehem 
houses with the lower section provided 
for the animals, with mangers ‘hollowed 
in stone,’ the dais [or raised area] being 
reserved for the family. Such a manger 
being immovable, filled with crushed 
straw, would do duty for a cradle. An infant 
might even be left in safety, especially if 
swaddled, when the mother was absent on 
temporary business” (Jesus of Palestine, 
1955, p. 42).

Yet another authority on Middle Eastern 
life, Gustaf Dalmann, stated: “In the East 
to-day the dwelling-place of man and beast 
is often in one and the same room. It is 
quite the usual thing among the peasants 
for the family to live, eat, and sleep on a 
kind of raised terrace . . . in the one room 
of the house, while the cattle, particularly 
donkeys and oxen, have their place below 
on the actual floor . . . near the door; this 
part sometimes is continued along under the 
terrace as a kind of low vault. On this floor 
the mangers are fixed, either to the floor, 
or to the wall, or at the edge of the terrace” 
(Sacred Sites and Ways, 1935, p. 41).

This scene of an ox or donkey in the 
house at night might go against our Western 
sensibilities. Yet, as Bailey comments: “It 
is we in the West who have decided that life 
with these great gentle beasts is culturally 
unacceptable. The raised terrace on which 
the family ate, slept and lived was unsoiled 
by the animals, which were taken out each 
day and during which time the lower level 
was cleaned. Their presence was in no way 
offensive” (p. 105). Of course, the animals 
could have been taken outside when the 
actual birth was occurring. 

Consider that the medium of En Dor 
whom King Saul sinfully consulted with 
“had a fatted calf in the house,” which she 
killed to prepare a meal for Saul and his 
men (1 Samuel 28:24). It was more often 
the wealthy who had stables for their  
animals apart from the house.

Thus, a more realistic view of what 
occurred with Christ’s birth according to 
the customs of the time is that the manger 
was in a house and not in a stable. It should 
be stated that this could conceivably have 
involved a cave, but that’s only because 

some houses were built over caves. Yet this 
was not the norm. And the cave imagery 
may come from pagan myth about the Per-
sian sun-god Mithras, who was supposedly 
born in a cave—along with the belief of 
some that Christ’s birth had to have been in 
seclusion, as we will see.  

The pieces fall into place 
What we’ve seen so far explains a great 

deal.
Some might object that Mary and Joseph 

being accommodated in the family com-
mon room of a house instead of the guest 
room is itself inhospitable. But as Bailey 
points out: “No unkindness or lack of hospi-
tality is implied 
when the Holy 
Family is taken 
into the main 
family room 
of the home in 
which they are 
entertained. 
The guest 
room is full. 
The host is not 
expected to ask 
prior guests . . . 
to leave. Such 
would be quite 
unthinkable 
and, in any 
case, unneces-
sary. The large 
family room is 
more appropriate in any case” (p. 104).

Indeed, considering all the women that 
would be going in and out of the room dur-
ing the birth, having Mary stay in the main 
room would probably have seemed the  
wisest choice to everyone concerned. In 
fact, it’s possible that Luke’s mention of 
there being no room or space meant that 
this particular guest room was too small for 
all the birth activity.   

Bailey continues in regard to understand-
ing kataluma as meaning the guest room: 
“This option admirably fulfills both the 
linguistic requirements of the text and the 
cultural requirements of the village scene. 
This translation gives new understanding to 
the story of Jesus’ birth. Joseph and Mary 
arrive in Bethlehem. They find shelter with 
a family whose separate guest room is full 
[or too small], and are accommodated 
among the family in acceptable village 
style. The birth takes place there on the 
raised terrace of the family home, and the 
baby is laid in a manger . . .

“The (Palestinian) reader [of Luke’s 
account] instinctively thinks, ‘Manger—
oh—they are in the main family room. 
Why not the guest room?’ The author 
instinctively replies, ‘Because there was 
no place for them in the guest room.’ The 
reader concludes, ‘Ah, yes—well, the fam-
ily room is more appropriate anyway.’ Thus, 
with the translation ‘guest room,’ all of the 
cultural, historical and linguistic pieces fall 
into place” (p. 104).

The reaction of the shepherds
Another element of the story that rein-

forces the picture here is that of the shep-
herds who received the announcement of 

the birth of the Savior, the Lord Messiah, 
and where to find Him that night from an 
angel (Luke 2:8-11). As men of the lower 
ranks of society, they may not have felt 
they would be received well in visiting a 
king, but the angel told them that as a sign 
they would find the child lying in a manger 
(verse 12).

“That is,” says Bailey in an insightful 
book he has written, “they would find the 
Christ child in an ordinary peasant home 
such as theirs. He was not in a governor’s 
mansion or a wealthy merchant’s guest 
room but in a simple two-room home like 
theirs” (Jesus Through Middle Eastern 
Eyes: Cultural Studies in the Gospels, 
2008, p. 35).

Luke’s account further states that the 
shepherds “came with haste and found Mary 
and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger” 
(verse 16). On arriving they made “widely 
known” what had been announced to them 
(verse 17)—showing that there were many 
people there. And when they left, they went 
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in biblical times, mangers—food and water troughs for animals—were 
typically made of stone rather than wood, which was a scarce item.
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out “praising God for all the things that they 
had heard and seen” (verse 20).

Bailey points out: “The word all obvi-
ously included the quality of the hospitality 
that they witnessed on arrival. Clearly, they 
found the holy family in perfectly adequate 
accommodations, not in a dirty stable. If, 
on arrival, they had found a smelly stable, 
a frightened young mother and a desperate 
Joseph, they would have said, ‘This is out-
rageous! Come home with us! Our women 
will take care of you!’ 

“Within five minutes the shepherds 
would have moved the little family to their 
own homes. The honor of the entire vil-
lage would rest on their shoulders and they 
would have sensed their responsibility to 
do their duty. The fact that they walked 
out, without moving the young family, 
means that the shepherds felt they could 
not offer better hospitality than what had 
already been extended to them” (pp. 35-36, 
emphasis in original).     

Where does this leave us?
So what are the implications of upending 

the traditional view of the Christmas nativ-
ity scene?

We should first ask, given the facts we’ve 
seen, why has there been such an insistence 
since early centuries that the birth setting 
of Christ was a stable or cave with no one 
around—perhaps even outside the town, as 
some have even contended?

Bailey reveals: “After reading a number 
of Arabic and Syriac fathers’ writings on 
the question, one has the distinct feeling 
there is an unspoken subjective pressure to 
understand the birth as having taken place 
without witnesses because of the sacred 
nature of the ‘mother of God’ giving birth 
to the ‘Son of God.’ 

“Even as the sacraments are consecrated 
in utter seclusion behind an altar screen, so 
the eyes of even the faithful might not look 
on the holy event, even so Middle Eastern 
Christology, Mariology and piety seem to 
combine to insist that the birth took place 
where no eye beheld the divine mystery” 
(“The Manger and the Inn,” p. 105).

Yet this is a fiction straight out of ancient 
pagan mystery religion. The reality is quite 
different, as we’ve seen. While Jesus was 
conceived of God the Father through the 
Holy Spirit, His was nonetheless a typi-
cal birth for the common man of His day. 
Though begotten of God, He truly came as 
one of us. 

As for the common tradition, Kenneth 
Bailey concludes: “We all face the enormous 

weight of church tradition which surrounds 
us with the ‘no room at the inn’ mythology. 
If our conclusions are valid, thousands of 
good Christmas sermons, plays, filmstrips, 
films, poems, songs and books will have to 
be discarded. 

“But is the traditional myth of a lonely 
birth in a stable a help or a hindrance to 
the reality the text proclaims? Surely a 
more authentic cultural understanding 
enhances the meaning of the story, rather 
than diminishing it. 

“Jesus was rejected at His birth by 
Herod, but the Bethlehem shepherds 
welcomed Him with great joy, as did the 
common people in later years. The city of 
David was true to its own, and the village 
community provided for Him. He was born 
among them, in the natural setting of the 
birth of any village boy, surrounded by 
helping hands and encouraging women’s 
voices. 

“For centuries Palestinian peasants have 
been born on the raised terraces of the one-
room family homes. The birth of Jesus was 
no different. His incarnation was authen-
tic. His birth most likely took place in the 
natural place for a peasant to be born—in a 
peasant home” (pp. 105-106).

Let’s be thankful that we can examine 
the biblical text without the hidden biases 
of religious tradition—and that we don’t 
have to prop up a wrong meaning of a term 
in order to keep alive the religious myths of 
Christmas. 

The Bereans left us with a wonderful 
example on how we should base our faith. 
Luke commended them by saying in Acts 
17:11, “These were more fair-minded than 
those in Thessalonica, in that they received 
the word with all readiness, and searched 
the Scriptures daily to find out whether 
these things were so.” 

May we all do the same!  GN 

www.ucg.org   .

Who’s behind The Good News magazine? 
Many readers have wondered who we are 

and how we are able to provide The Good News 
free to all who request it. Simply put, The Good 
News is pro  vided by people—people from all 
walks of life, from all over the world, as enabled 
by God. 

And those people have a common goal:  
to proclaim the gos pel of the coming King-
dom of God to all the world as a witness and 
to teach all nations to observe what Christ 
commanded (Matthew 24:14; 28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same 
message Jesus Christ brought—the wonderful 
good news of the coming Kingdom of God (Mat-
thew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43; 8:1). That 
message truly is good news—the answer to all 
the problems that have long plagued humankind. 
Through the pages of The Good News, various 
booklets (also free) and our Beyond Today TV 
program, we show the biblical answers to the 
dilemmas that have defied human solution and 

threaten our 
very survival. 

We are com-
mitted to taking 
that message 
to the entire 
world, sharing 
the truth of 

God’s purpose and plan for us as taught by Jesus 
Christ. 

The United Church of God has congregations 
and ministers around the world. In these congre-
gations believers assemble to be instructed from 
the Scriptures and to fellowship. For locations 
and times of services in your area, contact us at 
the appropriate address on page 2. Visitors are 
always welcome.
For additional information, visit our website:

Could there be more you don’t 
understand about the origins 
of Christmas? Most people are 
unaware of how the holiday 
began and what’s behind so 
many of its customs, symbols 
and traditions. To discover the 
surprising truth, download or request our free book-
let Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days 
We Observe?

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
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s a pastor I’ve listened to many cou-
ples explain why they got married 
and why they’re having marriage 
difficulties. Marriage counselors 
have compiled lists of what cou-

ples say before and after marriage. They all 
go something like this:

“Before marriage I was attracted to him 
because he was so fun to be with, but now 
he’s never serious, and all he wants to do  
is party.”

“Before marriage I was attracted to her 
because she was so close to her family, but 
now her mother is more important to her 
than me.”

“Before marriage I was attracted to him 
because he was his own man, but now he’s 
always in trouble with his boss and he won’t 
listen to anything I say.”

And the sad comment heard from so 
many women: “I married him because I 
thought I could change him.”

No one gets married planning to divorce. 
Every bride and groom believes that their 
relationship is different and destined to cre-
ate a lifetime of happiness. Inevitably, it’s 
not long after the wedding that they face 
their first difficulties over money, family, 
friends, intimacy or personality issues.

The reasons people marry are varied—
need for security, sexual desire, pressure 
from friends and family, financial stability, 
the yearning to have children. Most people 
say that they marry for love. Everyone 
hopes that he or she can find the perfect 
“soul mate” and experience life together 
fulfilling a deep need to feel loved.

Is this becoming outmoded and obso-
lete? Just where did the marriage institu-
tion come from, and why should it be 
maintained?

Skepticism over traditional marriage 
Most marriages begin with enormous 

promise. The bridesmaids cry, everyone 
enjoys the reception, and everyone thinks 
the bride and groom make a beautiful 
couple. In the end, many couples split in 
failure, hurt and bitterness. Because of a 
high failure rate, more and more people are 

voicing skepticism over the traditional idea 
of marriage. 

The Pew Research Institute reports that 
in the United States barely half of adults 
over the age of 18 are married. (Contrast 
that with 1960, when 72 percent were mar-
ried.) In the United Kingdom, only 48 per-
cent, less than half, of adults are married.

These statistics show a growing trend to 
either postpone marriage or avoid marriage 
altogether. Young couples don’t want to suf-
fer the heartache they saw their parents go 
through because of a divorce. The argument 
“We don’t need a piece of paper to declare 
our love” becomes acceptable in the minds 
of many when marriage is so devalued that 
in some states a couple can divorce just by 
filling out a form online.

The reality remains that the desire to 
have an intimate friendship, with partners 
committed to each other in a lifelong union, 
is a deep longing at the psychological and 
emotional core of almost all of us.

So why do so many marriages fail? Rea-
sons given include personality issues, lack 
of conflict resolution, finances, loss of sex 

appeal, communication problems, differ-
ences over friends and family, even matters 
of religion.

Let’s face it: Marriage is a complex rela-
tionship. Successful marriages take work—
sometimes a lot of work. The institution of 
marriage should be more than an economic-
legal-social agreement made by two people 
who are in an exaggerated state of physical 
attraction.

Intrinsic reasons for marriage
To build a healthy marriage you must 

begin by understanding the intrinsic reasons 
for marriage. Those reasons are given to 
us by the Creator of marriage. Marriage is 
more than a legal or social arrangement. It 
is a divine institution, created by God.

If you are confused over the definition 
of marriage, if you want to save your mar-
riage, or if you are single and would like 
to experience a blessed married, then you 
need to understand why God created  
marriage in the first place.

These reasons are stated at the very 
beginning of the Bible in Genesis 1:27-28: 

Is Marriage Obsolete?
A survey from the Pew Research institute reports that 4 out of 10 
people in the united States believe that the institution of marriage 
is obsolete. Are they right? How important is marriage anyway?   
by Beyond Today host Gary Petty 

Visit us at www.BeyondToday.TV
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Building a marriage centered on God will bring stability to 
your life even in the face of a confusing and increasingly 
unstable society.
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“So God created man in His own image; in 
the image of God He created him; male and 
female He created them. Then God blessed 
them, and God said to them, ‘Be fruitful 
and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; 
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over 
the birds of the air, and over every living 
thing that moves on the earth.’”

We see three important points in these 
verses.

Human beings are made in the image of 
God. Notice the phrase “male and female 
He created them.” It’s a sad commentary on 
our secular society that many opponents of 
marriage argue that the differences between 
male and female are only biological. 

“Male and female” also describes deep 
psychological differences created by God, 
though both are in His image. Male and 
female traits reveal different aspects of 
God’s nature. Understanding and appre-
ciating these differences is important in 
creating a divorce-proof marriage.

Many marriages end up with the spouses 
competing with each other. The man has 
his own agenda and desires, the woman 
her own ideas and needs, and they just 
can’t seem to find the “Rosetta Stone” that 
translates their situation into happiness. To 
understand the intrinsic reasons and value 
of marriage, the male-female differences 
need to be understood and embraced as 

created by God. These differences weren’t 
created to cause competition but to form a 
complementary relationship.

God created biological and psychological 
differences between male and female so 
that we can complement each other as two 
halves of a whole. This is why we long for a 
“soul mate.”

God blessed the male-female union and 
told the first husband and wife to multiply. 
One of the primary reasons God created 
marriage is to provide the nurturing envi-
ronment for raising children. God created 
marriage as the incubator for children to be 
taught and nurtured. Marriage and family 
are vital elements in God’s purpose in  
creating His eternal family.

According to America’s Children: 
Key National Indicators of Well-Being, 
2011, published by the U.S. government’s 
Forum for Child and Family Statistics, the 
number-one indicator that a child will end 
up in poverty is living in a single-mother 
household. God-ordained marriage between 
a man and a woman, committed to His 
marriage instructions, is the best environ-
ment for preparing children for a lifetime of 
proper moral decisions, economic stability 
and happiness.

God gave human beings dominion over 
the earth. We are the proprietors of the 
surroundings God has given to us. God-

ordained marriage supplies strength to  
society that helps combat poverty, crime 
and immorality. It helps support a safer 
environment for all members of society.

Your marriage is worth saving
If your marriage is based only on social 

norms, feelings of attraction, the need 
to feel loved or financial security, then 
your relationship has been built on shaky 
ground. Sadly, you and I were born into 
a world far removed from the Garden of 
Eden. It can feel like you have little influ-
ence in the workplace or political waste-
land, but you can have dominion over your 
own home. 

You can build a marriage and family 
where God’s Kingdom reigns. Putting 
effort into building a marriage centered on 
God will bring stability to your life even 
in the face of a confusing and increasingly 
unstable society.

When we marry, we are participating in 
an institution created by God. In a Christian 
marriage, a man and woman are committed 
to love each other in the good times and the 
difficult times. Made in the image of God, 
they commit to creating an environment 
where children are nurtured and loved.

Marriage is worth saving. It isn’t obso-
lete. It remains a marvelous gift from the 
Creator of life!  GN 
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arissa believed in God and 
wanted to live a Christian life. 
However, when she read some 
New Testament passages dis-
cussing the husband-and-wife 

relationship, she felt uncomfortable. To  
her these scriptures seemed outdated and 
written for a very different culture. 

For example, the apostle Paul wrote in 
Ephesians 5:22-24: “Wives, submit to your 
own husbands, as to the Lord. For the hus-
band is head of the wife, as also Christ is 
head of the church; and He is the Savior of 
the body. Therefore, just as the church is 
subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their 
own husbands in everything.” 

Marissa felt that God surely would not 
consider this passage valid today. After 
all, Paul lived in a male-dominated cul-
ture, where women were often dependent 
on their fathers or husbands for survival. 
Today, women are able to support them-
selves and in most cases are as educated  
or even more educated than their husbands. 

Marissa had been married to Tony for 
three years. He also shared her Christian 
beliefs and tried to live a godly life. While 
she loved Tony very much, submitting to his 
decisions was sometimes difficult. She often 
felt that her choices and goals were superior 
to his. After heated “discussions” she would 
sometimes go along with what Tony wanted 
to do. But more often than not, she insisted 
on doing things her way. 

Tony and Marissa’s marriage had settled 
into a rather dry routine. They both worked 
during the day and jointly shared in the 
household duties in the evenings and on  
the weekends. However, Marissa remem-
bered how Tony used to bring her special 
gifts or surprise her with a poem he had 

written for her. He no longer did those 
things and spent most of his free time with 
his brothers and friends. 

He had also recently expressed his feel-
ing that she no longer respected him. She 
was surprised to hear this, and it made her 
wonder if their marriage would last. Could 
she be sabotaging her marriage by refusing 
to submit to Tony? Yet how could she do 
so when she didn’t agree with many of his 
decisions? Marissa decided to once again 
look at what the Scriptures said about the 
marital relationship.

Is this biblical instruction out of date?
Perhaps you too have questioned whether 

biblical instructions regarding marriage 
are still valid today. Specifically, are the 
words of the apostle Paul out of date, or can 
they be used as a foundation for Christian 
marriages? 

We must first understand that the bibli-
cal view of marital roles derives not from 
ancient patriarchal culture but from the 
order established by God at the creation of 
man and woman (Genesis 2:21-24). When 
couples submit to God’s pattern for mar-
riage, the result is peace and happiness. 

Sadly, our Western society teaches women 
to reject the biblical view of the husband’s 
headship and the wife’s submission. Ignoring 
this role distinction within marriages is  
a major cause of many breakups today. 

Both men and women can misunderstand 
what God really intended for the relation-
ship between husband and wife. The hus-
band’s headship does not mean domination 
over his wife, but rather it is his God-given 
responsibility to provide caring leader- 
ship to ensure the physical, emotional and 
spiritual needs of his wife and children.  

A wife’s submission to her husband does 
not mean serving him as an “inferior,” but 
rather being willing to accept his loving 
leadership.

Does this mean, though, that all family 
decisions are to be made by the husband? 
Not at all, for there are various times when 
a husband should wisely defer to the wishes 
of his wife (compare the principle of all 
Christians submitting to one another in 
Ephesians 5:21). This would especially be 
true in areas where the wife is more knowl-
edgeable. Both partners should always dis-
cuss major decisions and goals. However, if 
their opinions vary, God has instructed that 
the husband should make the final decision, 
and all family members should honor and 
respect that (Colossians 3:18).

Are women inferior to men?
One reason wives sometimes find it dif-

ficult to submit to their husbands is that 
in our society “submission” sounds like a 
flawed relationship of inferiors to superiors. 
Do the Scriptures say women are inferior to 
men? Are men God’s favorites and women 
created merely to take care of them? These 
are relevant questions in addressing the 
critical role of a Christian wife.

For example, consider Genesis 2:18: 
“And the Lord God said, ‘It is not good 
that man should be alone; I will make him 
a helper comparable to him.’” From this 
verse some might assume a wife’s role is 
merely to help her husband achieve his 
goals. But a careful examination of the  
text reveals that the godly role of a wife is 
much more than simply functioning as her 
husband’s assistant. 

The Hebrew word translated “helper” 
in Genesis 2:18 is ezer. Interestingly, this 
word is often used to describe God Himself 
and has the sense of giving strength. Notice 
Psalm 115:11: “You who fear the Lord, 
trust in the Lord; He is their help [ezer] 
and their shield.” Other scriptures such as 
Deuteronomy 33:26, Psalm 33:20, 70:5 and 

Are the ancient biblical instructions for marriage that call for a  
wife to submit to her husband still valid? How can a wife willingly 
submit to a less-than-perfect husband?  by Linda LaBissoniere

A Woman’s Key to a Happy Marriage: 
Trusting God in Submission
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“I have come that they might have life, and . . . have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).
Ph

ot
os

.c
om

Hosea 13:9 also use that same Hebrew word 
in referring to God as our help or helper.

Surely if the Hebrew word ezer connoted 
an inferior rank or position it would not be 
used to describe God. God is our helper, 
and He is certainly not inferior to human 
beings! Similarly, a wife is not inferior 
to her husband just because the Creator 
gave her the role as his helper. Men and 
women are equal before God since they are 
both made in His image (Genesis 1:27). 
Similarly, Christian men and women are 
equal before God because they are “one in 

Christ” (Galatians 3:28).
Of course, though husband and wife are 

equal before God, their roles are different—
as are some of their responsibilities.

Does God expect submission?
Many scriptures reveal that a wife is 

under the authority of her husband. Con-
sider, for example, 1 Corinthians 11:3: “But 
I want you to know that the head of every 
man is Christ, the head of woman is man, 
and the head of Christ is God.” 

This scripture clearly explains that the 
husband is the head of the wife. But some 
wives feel that they are not under the 
authority of their husbands because their 
husbands are not totally submitting to 
Christ. In addition, they may feel that their 

husbands are also failing the command 
to love them as Christ loved the Church 
(Ephesians 5:25-29). 

As we have just read in 1 Corinthians 
11:3, a husband must submit to Jesus Christ’s 
leadership so he can truly lead his wife. 
Husbands must indeed also love their wives 
as Christ loved the Church (Ephesians 5:25; 
Colossians 3:19). 

Jesus gave us a wonderful example of 
sacrificial love. When a husband exhibits 
the same love and commitment to his wife 
that Jesus showed the Church, it’s much 

easier for her to follow his lead. She knows 
he always has her best interests at heart. 
Conversely, if a husband is not submitting 
to Christ, or does not love his wife as Christ 
loved the Church, it can be difficult for his 
wife to submit. 

Of course, no husband is perfect in sub-
mitting to Jesus Christ and loving his wife. 
Many are far from it. But does this give 
wives the right to ignore the scriptural com-
mands to submit? Some wives even come to 
the point where they have difficulty loving 
and accepting their husbands. 

How can a wife submit to a humanly 
flawed husband? What if she is convinced 
his decisions are not in her or their chil-
dren’s best interests? What about her rights 
as a person? And what if he would want her 

to do something morally or ethically wrong? 
The Bible reveals that we should always 

obey God over man (Acts 5:29). He places 
no human being under the unconditional 
authority of another. Only obedience to 
God is absolute. A wife should not be 
expected to disobey God in order to submit 
to a misguided husband. For example, if a 
husband asked his wife to sign a fraudulent 
tax return or not report his abuse of their 
children to the police, she would not have 
to comply.

Scripture is clear that wives are to be 
submissive to their husbands and obey them 
unless obedience involves breaking God’s 
laws and biblical principles. Regrettably, 
there may be situations when a wife may 
have to resist her husband’s will (1 Samuel 
25:3-38). 

A wife who is unsure about whether 
to submit to her husband in some matter 
should seek guidance from God through 
prayer and studying His Word—and 
through counsel with a minister if neces-
sary. In some cases just discussing her  
feelings and concerns with her husband  
in a humble manner may cause him to 
reconsider his decision (1 Peter 3:1). 

The key to submission
The key to understanding submission is 

to realize that ultimately a wife is serving 
God, not man. Notice what Paul wrote in 
Colossians 3: “Wives, submit to your own 
husbands, as is fitting in the Lord . . . And 
whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the 
Lord and not to men, knowing that from 
the Lord you will receive the reward of the 
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ” 
(verses 18, 23-24).

Jesus Himself was the perfect model 
of both loving leadership and submis-
sion. Paul discusses Christ’s attitude in Phi-
lippians 2:5-9 and emphasizes that Christ 
became obedient to the Father, even to the 
point of death. 

Likewise, every wife should strive to 
submit to her husband’s leadership with the 
same attitude that Christ displayed toward 
His Father. Even though she is equal to her 
husband in the eyes of God, she should not 
question his God-ordained right to lead, 
just as Jesus who shared divinity with God 
the Father did not question His authority 
(John 6:38). 

Trusting in God is needed
While the submission of Christ to the 

Father provides a wonderful example to 
help us understand how a wife should sub-

Every wife should strive to submit to her husband’s lead-
ership with the attitude Christ has toward His Father. 
Though she is equal to her husband in the eyes of God, 
she should not question his God-ordained right to lead.
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If we want to learn how to 
make our marriages work bet-
ter, shouldn’t we look to God, 
the One who created mar-
riage? The Bible contains a 
great deal of instruction about 
how to have a happy, fulfilling 
marriage as He intended. You’ll find it summa-
rized and explained  in our free booklet Marriage 
and Family: The Missing Dimension. Download or  
request your free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Attention iPad owners! 
You can now read The Good  

News magazine on your iPad!  
A digital version of The Good  

News can now be downloaded 
from the iPad App Store. This 

new app is available in the 
Newsstand category of the 

store. Download yours today!

Now Read The Good News on Your iPad!

mit to her husband in the Lord, it is still 
difficult for many women to do so. This is 
especially true when a wife is convinced 
that some of her husband’s decisions are 
unwise. The answer to this dilemma is 
found in 1 Peter 3:5: “For in this manner, in 
former times, the holy women who trusted 
in God also adorned themselves, being  
submissive to their own husbands.” The  
key phrase here is “trusted in God.”

By following her husband’s lead, a wife 
is trusting in God’s protection and deliver-
ance. This parallels Christ’s submission to 
God, even to His death (Luke 22:42). If her 
husband truly wrongs her by his decisions, 
he will be judged by God. However, she 
will be blessed in the long run if she trusts 
God and follows the biblical admonition to 
submit to her husband.

Submitting requires faith in God (1 Peter 
1:21) and belief that following God-inspired 
scriptural commands regarding the mar-
riage relationship will bring success. Satan 
the devil wants wives to think that God’s 
ways do not always work, and that they 
must refuse to submit unless they totally 
agree with their husband’s decisions. 

God requires the kind of submission that 
ultimately necessitates faith in His eternal 
power and goodness. God’s ways are not 
our ways! A wife may logically feel that 
the only way to achieve the security she 
desires is to control her own life, and even 
her husband, as much as he will allow. In 
reality, however, she can best achieve true 
happiness and security by trusting God  
and submitting, even when it does not 
immediately seem like the best choice.

God has called His followers to pursue a 
different path from that of the society around 
them (Matthew 7:13-14). Christians are told 
to do good to their enemies, to turn the other 
cheek and always forgive (Matthew 5:44). 

Is it any surprise, then, that our great God 
would provide a pattern for marital happi-
ness that requires faith in His all-knowing 
wisdom? For it is only by trusting God that a 
wife can truly submit to her husband in every 
situation (1 Peter 3:5).

Stepping out on faith 
And now back to the couple introduced 

at the beginning. After much prayer and 
study, Marissa decided to follow the bibli-
cal pattern for marriage. She was pleas-
antly surprised to find that Tony became 
much more attentive to her feelings and 
needs. She had feared that she wouldn’t be 
happy deferring to him, but in doing so she 

found herself much more at peace. 
Tony once again felt respected and valued 

because Marissa recognized him as the 
leader. No longer threatened, he began to 
realize the incredible responsibility of lov-
ing and caring for her as Jesus Christ cared 
for the Church. He no longer feared that 
pleasing his wife would make him a slave 
to her whims, but instead he became even 
more sensitive to her needs. 

Marissa and Tony were overwhelmed 
at the blessings that came from following 
God’s marital instructions. Marissa found 
the love and security she so deeply desired, 
and Tony finally felt the fulfillment of his 
longing to have a supportive companion to 
help and strengthen him. They also expe-
rienced much joy knowing that their mar-
riage more closely reflected the relationship 
between Christ and the Church.

If you desire a better marriage, ask God 
to give you faith to believe and trust in 
Him. Not only will following God’s Word 
bless your marriage, but it will also prepare 
you to become more like Jesus Christ, who 
lived a life of constant submission to His 
Father’s will. 

Jesus explained that we can truly find 
our life only by losing it (Mark 8:35). A 
husband must have genuine sacrificial love, 
and a wife must willingly seek to fulfill her 
God-ordained responsibilities through sub-
mission instead of primarily seeking to do 
her own will. This can be accomplished by 
trusting God and allowing His living laws 
for a happy marriage to unfold!  GN

The Bible and You

Submitting requires faith in God and belief that following 
God-inspired scriptural commands regarding the marriage 
relationship will bring success.
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The Good News: I’d like to get a brief 
history of you as a marriage counselor. 
Could you give our readers a little of 
your background? I know you’ve writ-
ten a number of books. You’ve been on a 
number of well-known television shows, 
and I also remember watching you on 
infomercials. 

Gary Smalley: I’ve been involved in this 
for 40-plus years. I started off because I 
came from a pretty dysfunctional family.  
I went to seminary originally and was work-
ing in a church, and there were so many 
couples that were fouled up, and so was I.  
I was trying to help them, and I’d come 
home and I had a messed-up marriage 
myself. My background with my own 
family—I was the last of six kids—was 
very dysfunctional with a screaming, raging 
father and a loving, sensitive mother who 
didn’t communicate very much with my dad. 

My dad never ever once said he loved 
me, and I don’t remember getting any hugs 
from him, and I never remember him ever 
hugging my mother, or my brothers or sis-
ters, so I just grew up in that environment 
thinking that this must be what all families 
are like. So when I got married, I just trans-
ferred all of the behavior I saw with my 
parents into my marriage. 

Five years is the mark when most mar-
riages break up, so when we hit the five year 
mark, we were about as dead to each other 
as you can get. I would go back to working 
in a church every day, trying to help couples 
there, but I realized I couldn’t help anybody 
because I couldn’t help myself. 

I was actually encouraging people to 

divorce because it didn’t look like they were 
going to make it.

GN: So what changed? 
GS: My training, the best training I ever 

got in my life, was that I started interview-
ing, and there were a lot of seminars, a  
lot of workshops, a lot of different books, 
and so I began learning about marriage  
and the family. But I actually interviewed 
over 60,000 women throughout my career, 
during the first 20 years. 

I started right away with my wife, who 
was telling me that after five years she didn’t 
love me anymore. It was very meaningless 
to her and to me. So I started interviewing 
women everywhere I went. 

Of course, in that church, I interviewed 
everybody that I could, and all the women. 
I asked what strengthened their marriages 
and what discouraged them about their 
husbands, and what was happening in 
their marriage that was wrecking it. And I 
learned volumes. So when I began to travel 
around the world, I interviewed people from 
every country that I went to, I mean women, 
and I learned some amazing things. But  
the most unique thing that I learned was 
that every woman, no matter what country, 

told me essentially the same thing. 
Out of curiosity I began to interview 

single women, all the way down to third 
grade. I used to go to classrooms and 
asked the teachers if I could interview the 
students. It was fascinating to realize that 
even single girls, 10 years old or so, they 

know what a good relationship is. I would 
ask them what makes a good relationship. 
They would always say that communicating 
really well with each other is the heart of a 
good relationship. 

I would ask them what is good com-
munication, and they would explain this to 
me. Then I began to research what is good 
communication, and I started learning an 
amazing number of things. That’s kind of 
the background on where I came from. 

Then I was teaching about 450 Baylor 
University students every week, and I would 
teach 10 things that helped the husband 
love his wife and 10 things that helped the 
wife love her husband. I alternated. Those 
students really helped me put all this stuff 

What Keeps Marriages Alive? 
A Good News interview with author Gary Smalley by Jerold Aust

r. Gary Smalley is a nationally recognized author and speaker 
on marriage and family relationships. He has written or co-
written more than 60 books, including the award-winning 

best-sellers Marriage for a Lifetime, Secrets to Lasting Love, The 
Blessing, The Two Sides of Love and The Language of Love. He 
hosts a nationally syndicated radio show and has also produced 
films and videos about marriage and relationships, with more than 
8 million sold. In his 30 years of teaching and counseling, he has 
surveyed thousands of people on what strengthens and weakens re-
lationships. He and his wife Norma have been married for 48 years.

D

Gary Smalley

“I asked what strengthened their marriages and 
what discouraged them about their husbands, 
and what was happening in their marriage that 
was wrecking it. And I learned volumes.”
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The Bible and You

together, and I’ve been using that basic 
information for my entire life.

GN: I have two questions for you, and 
you’ve already touched on them. To get 
to the heart of the matter, what is it that 
strengthens a marriage relationship more 
than anything else? And conversely, what 
weakens a marriage relationship? 

GS: There are two really big factors that 
strengthen a marriage, and there are other 
things that fall within these two. There are 
more, but the two are the foundation to a 
really great marriage. 

First, keep your honor for your mate 
and your kids as high as possible. What 
that means is that they are very valuable 
individuals of your family. They are worth 
the effort. They are honored on a scale of 0 
(lowest) to 10 (highest), and you want to get 
as close as possible to 10. 

You want to make sure to think valuable 
thoughts about them every day, even to the 
point of writing about them in a journal 
every day, so you can review it from time 
to time. This is very positive. Because 
whatever a person values or treasures, that’s 
where his heart is also. That’s where their 
affections are. 

GN: Of course, that comes right from 
Scripture, from the Bible.

GS: Yes, exactly. I never really under-
stood that initially, but I was really degrad-
ing my wife, verbally and thoughtwise. I 
was thinking negative things about my wife, 
and I was pretty negative. In this dishonor-
ing behavior that I had, I was destroying my 
marriage with some of the most deadly kill-
ing forces in a marriage (and I’ll get to that 
in answering what are the worst things we 
can do in our marriage). 

The opposite of it is, do not let anger 
against your mate grow to any level every 
day. It’s like Ephesians 4:26 tells us: Before 
the sun sets, get the anger out of your life 
for your mate. I have a whole bunch of 
methods that really do that.

So the two big things to strengthen your 
marriage are to: a) give high honor every 
day and make sure you are thinking those 
things; and b) have the lowest anger that 
you can get to every day, which means 
forgiveness, or having a forgiving attitude. 
These are the two foundations of a good 
marriage.

GN: In the last few years the U.S. 
divorce rate is the second highest in the 
world at 54.8 percent. Can you share with 
us your thoughts as to why overall the 
divorce rate is so high? I’m sure this will 
get back to what weakens a marriage. 

GS: Dr. John Gottman of Washington 
University and Dr. Scott Stanley of Denver 
University are two highly regarded mar-
riage researchers, and they’ve both discov-
ered that the four main reasons couples 
divorce is because they don’t know how 
to negotiate their differences and their 
disagreements. 

Every couple disagrees, which is a very 
healthy thing. But if you communicate in 
the way they have taught people to commu-
nicate, it eliminates these divorce factors. 

They have identified four factors that kill a 
marriage.

The first one is when you escalate during 
a disagreement. Let’s say you are discuss-
ing the facts of a disagreement or conflict or 
whatever. For example, she says she wants 
the kitchen yellow and you say, “It reminds 
me of my mother, and I hate yellow. It 
needs to be orange or some other color, 
but it can’t be yellow.” And she loves her 
mother, and her kitchen was yellow, and she 
loves a yellow kitchen. 

That’s the basis of a pretty good argu-
ment. So there are thousands of those kinds 
of issues that come out, and partners wait 
their turn to escalate the argument over 

what color the kitchen should be. 
This is described in my book The DNA  

of Relationships.
The first chapter is about core fears or 

hot buttons that couples have. Everybody 
has one or more of the 27. My two sons 
have done the research, and so for example, 
you can start arguing about the color of a 
kitchen, and the argument will escalate into 
a verbal fight, and it has nothing to do with 
the kitchen being yellow. 

It’s just miraculous what my sons have 

discovered with their other research friends 
—and that is that everybody has one or two 
or three core fears. 

For example, my fears are of being con-
trolled by somebody and of being belittled, 
made fun of. So if my wife even hints that 
she’s trying to control me, such as we’re 
going to paint this room yellow whether I 
like it or not, or hints about whether I know 
anything about the color of a room—if she 
degrades me or sounds like she’s control-
ling me—I would go off, something I don’t 
do anymore because I understand what’s 
going on. 

I would go off on her, and then we’d get 
into an escalated argument, which is the 
cause of 25 percent of marriages that break 
up in America, all because of the core 
fear—not over accepting the color yellow. 
And most couples don’t know this is the 
problem they face, and that’s chapter two  
of The DNA of Relationships. 

The second major factor that destroys 
marriage is to withdraw and say I’m done 
talking with you—you’re so offensive, 
you’re so much like your mother or father, 
or whatever. And so you withdraw, which is 
a horrible thing to do. This, along with the 
first problem, leaves you with anger, from 
fear really. You’re fearful because you don’t 
want to live like this the rest of your life. 

The third one is to belittle your mate. If 
your mate makes fun of you at a party or 
belittles you, then that produces a great deal 
of stress and anger. And the fear is there 
that this will continue to happen in the pres-
ence of other people. So you no longer feel 
safe with this person. 

“Keep your honor for your mate and your  
kids as high as possible. What that means is 
that they are very valuable individuals of your 
family. They are worth the effort.”
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This is another thing you should do—
make your mate feel safe. Otherwise your 
marriage goes downhill. If you live in fear 
that the one you’re living with makes fun 
of you all the time, you can’t live that way. 
So you wind up hurt, with anger inside of 
you. You can’t relate to the person, and you 
can’t love the person. That’s why you have 
to learn how to forgive. 

The fourth one is when you have a nega-
tive belief about your mate. You’re going to 
see and hear what you believe. So the deeper 
the anger goes, the greater the faults that you 
think about your mate, and so pretty soon 
you start picturing your mate as a monster. 
And you think that you just have to get out 
of this relationship. Then you think that you 
can’t believe that you once liked this person, 
and anger drains you of all your emotional 
affection toward the person so they don’t 
have a clue about what’s going on. 

When my son and daughter-in-law are 
counseling in this intensive course, they 
help couples see this and get them to for-
give each other. They get them to get over 
their core fears, which helps them to open 
their eyes, to realize that they were fighting 
over stuff that has nothing to do with any-
thing you can solve, and they go through 
these different things that The DNA of 
Relationships covers.

The DNA of Relationships has six things 
you can do to improve your marriage in 
four days. So that’s what they learn in these 
marriage intensive courses. Most of them 
are run in four days.

GN: Wouldn’t this be wonderful if 
this were required reading in university 
settings? 

GS: Yes, in fact my oldest son is work-
ing for a worldwide organization that is in 
the process of trying to figure out how they 
can have a massive impact on America by 
teaching the simple stuff. Even in grade 
schools and in junior high and high schools 
and college, because it’s just science. 

It’s a very popular subject. When you talk 
to high school kids about dating, they love 
that. And then college is the same, so if we 
make it interesting and some humorous, it 
can be done that way. I have 18 videos that 
are very humorous that I did 20 years ago. 
But I didn’t give it in the context we know 
about today. 

So basically that’s it—the four things that 
kill a marriage and the two things that keep 
it alive. 

GN: Thanks for the interview. Your 
book The DNA of Relationships should be 
of help to our readers as well.  GN
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ne of the most challenging aspects 
of Jesus Christ’s invitation of  
“Follow Me” is revealed in Luke 
15. Here, Jesus uses three parables 
that build on one another toward 

one powerful climatic conclusion. 
Jesus’ underlying purpose in the passage 

is to open our horizons to experience emo-
tions as God does. He lays out in this chap-
ter the important assignment that allows 
us to not only know and believe the gospel 
or “good news” He brought, but to experi-
ence joy over good news within the broader 

gospel—to literally rejoice alongside God 
when others who “were lost are found.”

“This Man receives sinners”
Let’s step up to the front of the crowd 

gathered around Jesus as the chapter begins 
and hear directly from Him.

Those assembled are a diverse group—
drawn to the young Rabbi by His unique 
teachings and healing touch. His wide audi-
ence spans religious folks who think they’ve 
heard it all and know it all to those who 
believe they’ve compromised their lives 
so much and for so long that God’s door 
has seemingly been closed in their faces. 
Yet here is a man who speaks of hope and 
redemption and a way of return to God not 
expressed by others.

Thus, “the tax collectors and the sinners 
drew near to Him to hear Him” (verse 1). 
And at the same time, “the Pharisees and 

scribes complained, saying, ‘This Man re-
ceives sinners and eats with them’” (verse 2). 

The starchy, well-to-do (at least in their 
minds) religious folks here are aiming not 
merely to diminish the rest of the audience 
and pummel them back into place, but to 
tarnish Jesus’ reputation. They’re basically 
accusing: “What are they doing here? Who 
let them in!” Well, guess who?

Going after the one
Jesus looks around and surveys their 

hearts—indeed, all hearts. He knows what 

needs to be spoken and commences with 
“What man of you . . . ?” as He proceeds to 
share the story of the good shepherd who 
leaves his 99 sheep to “go after the one 
which is lost until he finds it” (verses 3-4).

As Jesus’ audience understands, every 
sheep is precious, and at day’s end when 
all the shepherds come home from the field 
except one, the entire village knows what 
he is doing. A sheep has gone missing. The 
man is out there and won’t come home 
until he secures the little one. Anxiety and 
anticipation runs through the village until 
his return, for the wilderness is fraught with 
challenge for both the sheep and his master.

Jesus concludes the story with the shep-
herd appearing with his little one that was 
careless and strayed, the hero proclaim-
ing, “Rejoice with me, for I have found my 
sheep which was lost!” (verses 5-6). The 
man solicits a communal and collective 

response from all who understand what has 
just occurred.

But then Christ magnifies the example of 
the strayed animal and figuratively opens 
a window to heaven, exulting, “Likewise 
there will be more joy in heaven over one 
sinner who repents than over ninety-nine 
just persons who need no repentance” 
(verse 7).

Searching until she finds it
The body language of some in the audi-

ence, however, shows that Jesus will need to 
go further.

“Or,” He then says, introducing a new 
story of a woman who loses a single silver 
coin among a collection of 10—possibly her 
dowry collection—and proceeds to turn her 
house upside down and inside out to find it. 
He comments how she will “light a lamp, 
sweep the house, and search carefully until 
she finds it” (verse 8).

All of us can identify with this when 
we’ve lost a wallet, purse, keys or vital 
documents. When she finally recovers that 
which is valuable to her, she’s unable to 
keep such thrilling news to herself and says 
to all her friends and neighbors, “Rejoice 
with me, for I have found the piece which  
I lost!” (verse 9).

Then Christ again gives us a peek into 
God’s throne room: “Likewise, I say to you, 
there is joy in the presence of the angels of 
God over one sinner who repents” (verse 10).

As before, the story elicits thoughts of 
sustained focus and energy, because “the 
search is on,” and nothing but finding that 
which is lost is truly satisfying. And this is 
to be shared and experienced by others in a 
communal and collective response, know-
ing we have all been there ourselves.

Narrowing down to one on one
Jesus now moves to yet a third story, delv-

ing deeper to give His answer concerning 
the initial tension between the “do-gooders” 
and the castigated sinners of His audience 

Rejoicing With God  
Over Finding the Lost

God is at work in incredible ways that we cannot fully  
fathom. But we can grow in faithful assurance that when 
we or others have strayed, He is still seeking after us.

Through a series of three parables, Jesus laid out our assignment 
to seek and react to the restoration of others just as God does.   
by Robin Webber
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(recall: “What are they doing here?”).
Up to now we’ve been dealing with anal-

ogies of livestock and money, precious as 
they may be. The contrasts presented have 
been one out of a hundred and one out of 
ten. The sheep was careless and wandered 
off, and the coin was lost, not on its own 
but by someone else. The lamb and the coin 
couldn’t return by themselves. They had to 
be sought after, as they were—with results.

But now Christ sharpens the focus to one 
on one, person to person, as He tells the 
story of a father and his prodigal (wasteful, 
reckless) son.

The son asks for his inheritance up front 
before his father dies (verses 11-12). The 
problem is not in what he asks and the por-
tion given. It’s what he does with it. Leaving 
home, he blows what he’s been given on 
“wine, women and song,” and His life crashes 
down around him by his own doing—made 
worse by a famine (verses 13-14).

He ends up feeding pigs—a loathsome 
task for a Jew—and comes to a point where 
the food he dispenses to them looks pretty 
good and more than he could hope for 
(verses 15-16).

“But when he came to himself . . .”
The young man has finally hit bottom! 

Verse 17 mirrors the experience of all who 
begin to make their way back from the abyss 
of human nature: “But when he came to 
himself . . .” It’s then that he states, “I will 
arise and go to my father, and will say to 
him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven 
and before you, and I am no longer worthy 
to be called your son . . .’” (verses 18-19).

Then, one of the most beautiful scenes 
in Scripture follows in verse 20: “And he 
arose and came to his father. But when he 
was still a great way off, his father saw him 
and had compassion, and ran and fell on 
his neck and kissed him.” An embrace for 
the ages! The father had never closed his 
door and waited with the same anticipation, 
hope and fortitude that mirrored the energy 
of the shepherd and woman of the previous 
parables regarding their loss. 

And is it any wonder concerning the 
father’s joy when his son humbly confessed 
to him in verse 21, “I have sinned against 
heaven [that is, God] and in your sight, and 
am not worthy to be called your son”? 

So often repentance is incomplete and 
evaporates because we are simply saying 
we’re sorry to those in front of us to gain 
momentary favor rather than seeking for-
giveness at the highest level from the Giver 
of life. Until we readily address that highest 
level of relationship and start there first, 
we’re doomed to stay on the treadmill of 
human disappointment.

The father is overwhelmed and fully 
reinstates his son as a family member. 
The father desires all to know that his son 
is back in place—just like the previously 
mentioned lamb and coin—and everyone is 
invited to experience his joy alongside him 
(verses 22-27).

But is everyone happy? No! His brother is 
furious. The story says: “But he was angry 
and would not go in. Therefore his father 
came out and pleaded with him” (verse 28). 
He complained to his father: “Lo, these 
many years I have been serving you; I never 
transgressed your commandment at any 
time . . . But as soon as this son of yours 
came, who has devoured your livelihood 
with harlots, you killed the fatted calf for 
him” (verses 29-30).

The father replied: “Son, you are always 
with me, and all that I have is yours. It was 
right that we should make merry and be 
glad, for your brother was dead and is alive 
again, and was lost and is found” (verses 
31-32).

Revelation and inescapable conclusion
This trifold lesson leaves us with one 

incredible revelation and one inescapable 
conclusion for those who would take up 
Jesus’ invitation to “Follow Me.”

First, these parables reveal a God who 
literally seeks after those precious to Him. 
He remains an active force and intervenes in 
our lives. This revelation by Christ separates 
our Heavenly Father from any humanly 

manufactured deity. No other exists with 
this quality of seeking after what others 
have given up on! Only His love can love the 
unlovable, help the helpless and give hope to 
the hopeless.

Our God is One who seizes the initia-
tive to guide us back to Him. He is at work 
in incredible ways that we cannot fully 
fathom. But we can grow in faithful assur-
ance that when we or others have strayed, 
He is still seeking after us.

Secondly, the inescapable conclusion here 
is that God desires that we rejoice alongside 
Him as He rejoices. This comes by appre-
ciating and embracing the mission Christ 
revealed of Himself in Luke 19:10: “For the 
Son of Man has come to seek and to save 
that which was lost.”

Thus, we must reject the view of the 
scribes and Pharisees and the older brother 
of Luke 15. It’s not our job to choose the 
members of God’s family. Rather, it’s our job 
to accept them. Perhaps it’s only in having 
been lost and apart from God ourselves and 
then being found and rescued by Him that 
it’s possible to rejoice in the finding of others.

Christ continues to search hearts just as 
He did that day recorded in Luke 15, when 
He was surrounded by a skeptical crowd 
belabored with all their issues. Perhaps the 
antidote for what’s bothering you about 
someone right now—maybe wondering 
how God could ever use him or her—lies 
in a story attributed to President Abraham 
Lincoln.

The Civil War was in its last days, and 
the North was the apparent victor. An aide 
approached the president and inquired, 
“What shall we do now that the South is 
conquered?” Lincoln replied, “I will treat 
them as if they never left.”

Embrace that thought. And embrace the 
joy of the shepherd, the woman and the 
waiting father as you rejoice with God as 
He rejoices in finding the lost.  GN 

“My sheep Hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27).

Jesus’ parable of the prodigal son reveals a 
God who deeply desires reconciliation with us. 
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n the mini-study in the previous issue of The Good News (Sept.-
Oct. 2012), we explored what the Bible says about Jesus Christ’s 
return as King of Kings to save us from extinction. In view of 
the growing number of insolvable problems that threaten to 
overwhelm us, that is mankind’s only real hope! 

And after He returns, Bible prophecy promises sweeping 
changes that will address the causes of this world’s problems. In 
simplest terms, it boils down to two ways of life—get vs. give. 
This world has been traveling the selfish way of get for thousands 
of years, and the painful results are all around us. But Jesus Christ 
will bring a different way, a way of peace, of love, of outgoing 
concern—in short, the way of give.

God’s way of life—His law—will be the constitution of the new 
world He will set up. Let’s explore what the Bible says about the 
role of God’s law in the peaceful and prosperous Kingdom of God!

The great need for God’s law of love
Human laws and justice are flawed at best—too often oppressive 

and downright evil. The injustice of our age is part of the cycle of 
evil that’s leading our world to the brink of self-destruction. But 
as our previous study revealed, Jesus Christ promised to return to 
save us from ourselves! And that will involve His leading us into 
following the law of God.
  Will Jesus Christ return as Judge and Lawgiver as well as 
King?

“For the Lord is our Judge, the Lord is our Lawgiver, the Lord 
is our King; He will save us” (Isaiah 33:22).

In human governments, a system of checks and balances is 
necessary to prevent abuses. But as we saw in the last study, Jesus 
Christ will rule perfectly, always with the ultimate best interest of 
everyone in mind. He is worthy and capable of serving in all three 
roles—executive, legislative and judicial—in the best and most 
efficient government the world has ever seen.
  What does God’s law ultimately express?

“Owe no one anything except to love one another, for he who 
loves another has fulfilled the law. For the commandments, ‘You 
shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not 
steal,’ ‘You shall not bear false witness,’ ‘You shall not covet,’ and 
if there is any other commandment, are all summed up in this say-
ing, namely, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ Love does 
no harm to a neighbor; therefore love is the fulfillment of the law” 
(Romans 13:8-10).

“For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. 
And His commandments are not burdensome” (1 John 5:3).

God’s law defines how to love Him the way He wants to be loved 
and to love others in the way that is pleasing to Him. Contrary to 
popular belief, God’s commandments are not a burden.
  What are some of the benefits of God’s law?

“. . . Keep the commandments of the Lord and His statutes 
which I command you today for your good” (Deuteronomy 10:13).

“You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my 

enemies . . . Great peace have those who love Your law, and noth-
ing causes them to stumble” (Psalm 119:98, 165).

God’s laws were given for our good! James 2:8-12 calls it “the 
royal law” and “the law of liberty.” It is a law of liberty, not bond-
age as so many describe it.

The world transformed through obedience
When humanity at last learns to walk in the way of God, the 

entire world will experience great blessings. 
  What will be changed to make the Millennium under the New 
Covenant different from the Old Covenant in ancient Israel?

“For if that first covenant had been faultless, then no place would 
have been sought for a second. Because finding fault with them, 
He says: ‘Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will 
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house 
of Judah—not according to the covenant that I made with their 
fathers in the day when I took them by the hand to lead them out of 
the land of Egypt; because they did not continue in My covenant, 
and I disregarded them, says the Lord. For this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
Lord: I will put My laws in their mind and write them on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be My people’” 
(Hebrews 8:7-10).

This explains that the fault was not with the good laws God gave, 
but with the people (verse 8). Our human hearts have been infected 
with Satan’s attitudes and are deceptive (Jeremiah 17:9; Romans 
8:7; Revelation 12:9). The change is for God to write His laws in our 
minds and hearts. This occurs through repentance, baptism (to sym-
bolize the death of our old self) and the transforming power of His 
Spirit (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:1-4; 12:1-2). Our booklet Transforming 
Your Life: The Process of Conversion covers this in more detail.
  Will everyone learn God’s laws and way of life?

“. . . Your teachers will not be moved into a corner anymore, 
but your eyes shall see your teachers. Your ears shall hear a word 
behind you, saying, ‘This is the way, walk in it,’ whenever you turn 
to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left” (Isaiah 30:20-21).

“Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, and let us go up to the 
mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; He will teach 
us His ways, and we shall walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion shall go 
forth the law, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:3).

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:9).

This priceless knowledge, long rejected, disbelieved or hidden, 
will be valued and universally available at last.
  As a result, will all be able to know God—have a relation-
ship with Him based on understanding His ways?

“None of them shall teach his neighbor, and none his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for all shall know Me, from the least of 
them to the greatest of them” (Hebrews 8:11).

We can have the priceless privilege of understanding and having 

The World Will Learn God’s Law 

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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this relationship now!
  What will be the result of everyone keeping God’s law?

“Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who 
make peace” (James 3:18).

“Now it shall come to pass, if you diligently obey the voice of 
the Lord your God, to observe carefully all His commandments 
which I command you today, that the Lord your God will set you 
high above all nations of the earth. And all these blessings shall 

come upon you and overtake you, because you obey the voice of 
the Lord your God:

“Blessed shall you be in the city, and blessed shall you be in the 
country. Blessed shall be the fruit of your body, the produce of your 
ground and the increase of your herds, the increase of your cattle 
and the offspring of your flocks. Blessed shall be your basket and 
your kneading bowl. Blessed shall you be when you come in, and 
blessed shall you be when you go out.

“The Lord will cause your enemies who rise against you to be 
defeated before your face; they shall come out against you one 
way and flee before you seven ways. The Lord will command the 
blessing on you in your storehouses and in all to which you set your 
hand, and He will bless you in the land which the Lord your God 
is giving you.

“The Lord will establish you as a holy people to Himself, just as 
He has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the Lord 
your God and walk in His ways. Then all peoples of the earth shall 
see that you are called by the name of the Lord, and they shall be 
afraid of you. And the Lord will grant you plenty of goods, in the 
fruit of your body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the pro-
duce of your ground, in the land of which the Lord swore to your 
fathers to give you. 

“The Lord will open to you His good treasure, the heavens, to 

give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of 
your hand. You shall lend to many nations, but you shall not bor-
row. And the Lord will make you the head and not the tail; you 
shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the command-
ments of the Lord your God, which I command you today, and are 
careful to observe them. So you shall not turn aside from any of the 
words which I command you this day, to the right or the left, to go 
after other gods to serve them” (Deuteronomy 28:1-14).

God’s laws are living laws, designed to automatically bring bless-
ings to those who follow them. They are the instructions in our 
Creator’s manual to show us how to make life work in the best  
possible way.
  How will the laws be applied? What will Christ’s judicial 
system be like?

“His delight is in the fear of the Lord, and He shall not judge 
by the sight of His eyes, nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 
but with righteousness He shall judge the poor, and decide with 
equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the 
rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His lips He shall slay the 
wicked” (Isaiah 11:3-4).

Jesus Christ will show no partiality (Romans 2:11), but He will 
show mercy to those who repent. This mercy is made possible by 
His sacrifice to pay our penalty for us (Romans 5:8; Isaiah 55:7).
  How will God’s system of law and justice improve relation-
ships between nations?

“He shall judge between the nations, and rebuke many people; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither 
shall they learn war anymore” (Isaiah 2:4).

After thousands of years of war and destruction, what a wonderful 
future to look forward to! Nations will no longer need to fear other 
nations and will be able to devote all their resources to making the 
lives of their citizens better. Pray that God will speed that day!

Apply what you’ve learned now
Our mini-study in the previous issue discussed the human ten-

dency for leaders to take advantage of their power. God understood 
that tendency and gave instructions for future Israelite kings that 
would help counteract that pull to self-importance and selfishness. 
God’s solution is recorded in Deuteronomy 17:14-20, and especially 
in verses 18-20. Take a moment to read these verses now in your 
own Bible.

Writing down scriptures can help emphasize what we’re study-
ing, giving us additional sensory input as well as repetition. And 
rereading and thinking deeply about God’s words can help us keep 
the right perspective.

Today, take the time to write down the first four of the Ten Com-
mandments from Exodus 20:3-11. These first four deal with our 
relationship with God and reveal to us how He wants us to treat 
Him. We could not deduce these laws through our human reason-
ing alone. We would not know His will unless He told us, but 
thankfully He has revealed this to us.

After writing down these four, take time to 
reread them and to think about how to apply them 
every day this week. You’ll find a chapter about 
each of them in our free booklet The Ten Com-
mandments, which you’ll find very helpful in your 
study of this subject. Download or request your 
free copy today! GN

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).

“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My 
holy mountain, for the earth shall be full  
of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters 
cover the sea.”
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“America’s National Debt: Growing with No End in Sight”

Your September-October issue commentary on “America’s National Debt: 
Growing With No End in Sight” struck a chord with me that is still resonating. 
Although you’ve had similar themes in previous issues, you hit a homerun with 
this prophetic scenario. When all is said and done, many of your readers will 
look back and wish our leaders were regular subscribers to The Good News. 

G.J.B., Hamtramck, Michigan

“Hey, Dad, Remember Me?”

I was reading the September-October issue and was really touched by the 
inspiring stories. The article “Hey, Dad, Remember Me?” really hit home. The 
paragraph that said, “Talk to God the Father as to your friend” uplifted me, and 
is making it easier for me to communicate with God the Father.

I also learned to balance my time through your article “Is Your Life in Sync 
With God?” If I have an opportunity, I would also like to share this one with 
members of my Bible study group.

J.M., Leeds, England

“Has America Lost Its Way?”

Great article on “Has America Lost Its Way?”—although the article should 
have been titled “America Has Lost Its Way.” The laws in the Scriptures were 
crafted to guide people into total righteousness and total peace, bringing true 
love between a man and a woman, not wars, hatred and homosexuality. And to 
those who teach that the Messiah nailed the laws to the cross or did away with 
them, talk about the blind leading the blind. 

O.D., Big Spring, Texas

I just finished reading the article “Has America Lost Its Way?” and went away 
feeling disappointed and even somewhat offended. Countless other Christians 
seem to have the erroneous notion that it is impossible to be pro-gay marriage 
and a follower of Christ at the same time. President Obama is a Christian just 
like I am. However, we do believe that one should be allowed to choose his or 
her sexuality based on the freedoms this country has bestowed upon us. 

R.M.H., Shelby, Montana

The Bible is a true Christian’s guide to real righteousness (2 Timothy 3:15-
17; Psalm 119:172). So real Christians have to follow God’s law as their sole 
standard of conduct. A number of scriptural passages in both the Old and New 
Testaments tell us that our Creator does not sanction either homosexuality or 
same-sex marriage. God created the first man and first woman to become 
husband and wife (Genesis 1:27; 2:22-24; 5:1-2; Mark 10:6-9). Remember 
Isaiah’s dictum: “To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according 
to this word, it is because there is no light in them” (Isaiah 8:20). 

Beyond Today

I watched your TV program and thought it was brilliant! I would love to have a 
free copy of the booklet The Middle East in Bible Prophecy. We live in Israel and 
would love to share this with the people over here. 

Reader from Israel

Lost in Las Vegas

I simply must admit that I’m lost without your Good News magazine. It’s the 
only way I can keep up with current events and the Bible at the same time. I’ve 
been given copies of other magazines, but they don’t include world events that 
coincide with the Bible, like yours does. You have a way of relating the Scrip-
tures with references so that we can understand the Bible better. Simply put, 
it is expressed in a way in which we can read between the lines, so to speak. I 
would be grateful if you could please renew my magazine subscription. I will be 
sending you a donation. 

R.D.L., Las Vegas, Nevada

Readers from Australia 

I love reading your magazine. It has helped me to understand more about 
our Heavenly Father than I have ever known before. I would like to request the 
booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which Days We Observe? I have 
always kept Christmas, but I am interested to hear your viewpoint on it. 

Reader, Peterborough, South Australia

Thank you for your informative magazine The Good News. It warms my heart 
to know that Jesus is coming back, although I sometimes hope that He is coming 
soon. It seems as though He is overdue. I am 87 years old and from Berlin. After 
World War II, I came to Australia 60 years ago with my young son. I thank God 
every day for saving me from the numerous air raids and war that overtook my 
home city. My son and I believe that you are “spot on” with your truth about the 
Bible. I cannot thank you enough for all that is involved in spreading the gospel.

Reader, Victoria

Readers from Afghanistan and Morocco

This is a reader from Afghanistan. I am currently living in Kabul. I have read 
your website, which was very useful. Since I have become interested in Christi-
anity, I need your guidance. 

Reader, Kabul, Afghanistan

You should talk about the persecution we suffer in Arab countries, especially 
in Morocco, which is supposed to be a democratic country, but the reality is 
the opposite. My brothers were put in jail just because they are Christians. We 
Christians love our country and we don’t harm anybody. Many Americans have 
been deported just because they offered the Bible to those who asked for it, 
while in the United States Muslims build a mosque every month and practice 
their religion and call others to Islam. 

Reader, Morocco

Attending a United Church of God congregation

I wanted to write you quickly as my wife and I are relocating to Dallas next 
week. We are also leaving the church that I’ve belonged to for 35 years. Over 
this past year God has revealed to us the meaning of many things in the Bible. 
Through this understanding we’ve come to realize that our church doesn’t 
teach God’s ways. Yet it has been a difficult year as we were tasked with leav-
ing people behind that we have loved in order to be obedient to God’s laws. 

We’ve been led by God to honor the Sabbath day on Saturday. We have 
much learning left as we want to conform our lives to God’s way through our 
diet, the feast days, annual Sabbaths, etc. After much searching, I came across 
the United Church of God and after reading much of its material on the website 
concluded that this is the closest church I have found to the true teachings of 
the Bible. We’d like to participate in a service in your Dallas location sometime 
soon. After much seeking, I have joy in my heart seeing a church that is teach-
ing the truth, and we are looking forward to meeting everyone there.

Reader, Dallas, Texas

After reading your booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom, Heaven and Hell 
and What Happens After Death?, I must say that they have been an eye-opener 
to me. I never thought about things like this before. I would like to know if the 
United Church of God has a branch in Durban, South Africa. 

Reader, South Africa

It is so encouraging to me to come across your website and finally find a 

Letters From Our Readers

Are you on Facebook? If so, visit our 
Good News magazine page. See what 
other readers are saying. Find links to 
interesting articles and Web commen-
taries. Become a Good News magazine 
Facebook fan!

I really enjoy The Good News maga-
zine. It gives a good understanding of 
the Bible and highlights information not 
given in mainstream Christian faiths. I 
highly recommend this magazine to all.

- K.T., Good News magazine Facebook fan

Visit The Good News on Facebook

www.facebook.com/GoodNewsMagazine

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters  
to The Good News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.,  
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,  
state or province, and country).

Christian denomination that teaches sound biblical doctrine instead of following 
the traditions of mainline churches regarding doctrines like the Trinity, Sabbath 
and dietary laws. I have always been passionate about studying God’s Word. 
All one has to do is to study Church history to see when the slippery slope first 
appeared. I wish there was a United Church of God congregation closer to me 
in the greater Daytona Beach area.

J.G., Florida

I would like to thank you for this amazing insight into the Bible. I can’t devour 
enough of this information. I’d love to take the next steps to baptism. Can you 
send booklets about this? Also when and where do the congregations in my 
area meet? I do need to worship on the Sabbath (Saturday, not Sunday). Every-
thing I have been previously taught is so clearly misleading. No wonder I was so 
far from home. If you would care to send me any publications (anything at all),  
I would be most grateful. 

L.W., Cambridgeshire, England

We thank our readers for their various requests. All requests for magazine 
renewals and free booklets mentioned in the Letters From Our Readers feature 
have been honored. This includes requests for literature on specific subjects 
such as water baptism. In addition, requests for church locations have been 
referred to our local pastors and the requesting readers have been given  
appropriate contact telephone numbers or e-mail addresses. 

We would also suggest that those interested in attending church services 
ask for our free booklets The Church Jesus Built and This Is the United Church 
of God. Readers interested in finding the United Church of God congregation 
closest to them should visit our website at www.ucg.org/churches. 

Q: How did the Bible come about? Is it indeed God’s Word or composed 
of mere traditions of men?

M.C., London

A: God decided to disclose His will to mankind through the written word. 
The Bible has been translated into almost every language under the sun. 

Many conservative Hebrew and Christian scholars believe that the Bible 
is the inspired Word of God. The internal evidence of Scripture has proved 
very commanding. Scripture simply rings true when one reads the books of 
the Bible with the right spirit and attitude (see Isaiah 66:2). 

Archaeological finds have demonstrated the accuracy of Scripture again 
and again, much to the consternation of critics. We regularly report on such 
discoveries in the “God, Science and the Bible” feature in this magazine, 
and you can find much more proof in our free booklet Is the Bible True? as 
well as our article reprint series The Bible and Archaeology, both available at 
www.GNmagazine.org/booklets.

So how did we receive this Word? How did God choose to provide it to 
us? Let’s notice a few examples.

In the Hebrew Scriptures (commonly called the Old Testament), Moses 
climbed Mt. Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments directly from God, 
which God declared to the people of Israel (Exodus 19– 20; 32:15-16). 
These commandments were spoken and written by God Himself. For exam-
ple, notice Exodus 31:18: “And when He had made an end of speaking to 
him on Mount Sinai, He gave Moses two tablets of the Testimony, tablets of 
stone, written with the finger of God” (emphasis added throughout). 

God spoke directly to Moses face to face (Numbers 12:7-8). God had 
previously talked directly with the patriarch Abram, later renamed Abraham: 
“When Abram was ninety-nine years old, the LORD appeared to Abram  
and said to him, ‘I am Almighty God, walk before Me and be blameless’” 
(Genesis 17:1; see also Genesis 18:1). 

On other occasions God spoke to Abraham and the prophets in visions 
and dreams. “After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a 
vision . . .” (Genesis 15:1; compare Isaiah 1:1; Daniel 7:7). Throughout the 
Hebrew Scriptures God taught His people and future generations His plan 
and purpose for mankind. 

The Christian Scriptures include both the Old and the New Testaments. 
The apostle Paul tells us of the Jews: “To them were committed the oracles 
[words or sayings] of God” (Romans 3:2). This referred to the books of the 

Old Testament at the time, seeing that many of the New Testament books 
were not yet written. 

Paul told the young evangelist Timothy that “all Scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness” (2 Timothy 3:16). The apostle Peter adds, 
“For prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke 
as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (2 Peter 1:21). 

While inspiring His prophets and apostles, God used His Holy Spirit to 
pass on His revelation and will to humankind. Both the Hebrew and Christian 
Scriptures reveal that the Holy Spirit is the Almighty’s all-pervasive power and 
influence, as made plain in the Creation epic in Genesis 1:2 (to learn more, 
request or download our free booklet Who Is God?). God is abundantly capa-
ble of making sure that His revelation would be perpetuated in a permanent 
way in a written record. 

Both Testaments are of great value. Peter wrote: “Beloved, I now write to 
you this second epistle (in both of which I stir up your pure minds by way of 
reminder), that you may be mindful of the words which were spoken before 
by the holy prophets, and of the commandments of us, the apostles of the 
Lord and Savior” (2 Peter 3:1-2).

Our Creator used a variety of means and individuals to communicate His 
Word. Hebrews 1:1 states, “God, who at various times and in various ways 
spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days 
spoken to us by His Son . . .” 

Moses was told to record God’s will and His laws in a book for posterity. 
“So it was, when Moses had completed writing the words of this law in a 
book, when they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites, who 
bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD, saying: Take this Book of the  
Law, and put it beside the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God”  
(Deuteronomy 31:24-26). 

Over a period of several thousand years God inspired His servants to 
write in various books what He had revealed to them. These revelations 
occurred either directly, in vision or by other means—with God using His 
Holy Spirit to accomplish His will. Jesus Christ said that this “Spirit of truth” 
would guide His apostles into all truth (John 16:13). 

Why did God provide this complete written Word for His human creation? 
It’s to serve as a spiritual textbook for mankind: “I have not spoken in secret, 
in a dark place on the earth . . . I, the LORD, speak righteousness, I declare 
things that are right” (Isaiah 45:19).
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uring our teens we may imagine 
that marriage and family will just 
“happen” to us when we get older—
that things will somehow come 
together. But as we go through our 

adult years, it doesn’t always seem that way.
A favorite song of mine, “Waitin’ for My 

Dearie” from the 1950s musical Brigadoon, 
contains this meaningful lyric: “Waitin’ for 
my dearie, an’ happy am I to hold my heart 
till he comes strollin’ by.”

The setting of the story is an imaginary 
Scottish village that appears only once 
every hundred years. In the village lived 
a young woman with no hope of finding a 
potential mate, as all the young men were 
either married, about to be, or unsuitable. 
However, a happy ending comes when a 
young hunter lost in the woods stumbles 
upon the village the one day it appears and 
decides to stay and marry the maiden.

Her song is the ultimate “singles” plea. 
In the course of the lyrics, she determines 
to keep her heart safe until the right man 
comes, accepting that marrying for the sake 
of being married is not the answer and that, 
if push comes to shove, she will remain 
unmarried if that right mate doesn’t appear.

It’s a lovely lyric, but a hard truth. In the 
culture of those striving to faithfully follow 
God, there is an expectation of marrying for 
life. Yet sometimes others view our single 
state as Job’s friends viewed his misfortune 
—we must have done something wrong to 
not yet be wed!

Do you feel stuck in singleness—whether 
not yet married, previously married or 
widowed? Is that the right focus? Is there 
something greater than looking for a poten-
tial mate around every corner? What should 
we put before romance and marriage—and 
what should we do?

Changing times and morals
A century or more ago, getting married 

was a societal expectation, with marriages 
commonly arranged by parents and typi-
cally occurring at much younger ages than 
now. Life was tougher then, and marriage 
was an economic advantage. Two people 
working the farm and keeping the house 
were better than one.

Times change, and today marriage is no 
longer a given. In fact, the idea of traditional 
marriage itself seems antiquated to some, 
as they experiment with lifestyles and living 
arrangements that ignore and violate God’s 
laws for our health and happiness.

Of those who do marry, many have lived 
together and/or had children together. Some 
singles are sexually promiscuous, think-
ing it will free them from the “bonds” of 
marriage while still providing an outlet 
for their needs. This “solution” causes sad 
and excruciating consequences. However, 
popular media often portrays such choices 
without a hint of the inevitable misery.

It’s hard to swim against the immoral 
current in our world. It’s even harder to 
find a mate who shares the desire to follow 
God’s law and commit to a lifelong, faith-
ful, true-love marriage. Despite so many 
who are seeking, it can seem like there isn’t 
a potential mate anywhere.

See the bigger picture
Then again, it’s worth considering that 

we ourselves might not yet be perfect mate 
material. Maybe that’s why God gives us 
extra time to work on those details.

If we are faithful to God and keep His 
commandments, we sometimes scratch our 
heads trying to figure out why God hasn’t 
bestowed on us a marriage partner. Isn’t 
that part of the package? God blesses us, 

yes, but in His good time!
Before we go “looking for love” in seek-

ing a potential marriage partner, there are 
other things we should be focused on.

Our relationship with God the Father 
and our Savior Jesus Christ must of course 
come first. Humanly, we can’t marry into 
the Kingdom of God. We must each work 
out our own salvation through Christ (see 
Philippians 2:12). Even if we’ve been doing 
well in various respects, there is always 
more room for spiritual growth.

Secondly, there are other people out 
there (and I don’t just mean marriage fod-
der) who need us to be their friends, male 
and female, young and old! All communi-
ties and groups need people who aren’t 
restricted by family responsibilities to help 
get things done. Singlehood can be very 
active and extremely social!

Thirdly, our mission in following God is 
to further His work of proclaiming the good 
news of the coming Kingdom of God—the 
message Jesus Himself proclaimed (see 
Mark 1:14-15). We do all that we can to 
help promote that wonderful truth to those 
around us in this world. We can choose to 
be a weak little flame or a glowing LED 
light of positive example to those around 
us (see 1 Corinthians 7:32-35). Being 
single often gives us more time to spend 
glowing—we just have to ask God for 
opportunities.

Make an active life
Are you interested in another single per-

son? Get to know them for their character 
and personality, not just for chemistry or 
looks. Be in contact with God, be a nice 
person, be a good listener, learn social 
skills, and don’t worry if this is or isn’t your 
Mr. or Miss Right. On the good author-
ity of a number of married friends: When 
the right person has arrived (or you have 
arrived, depending) you will both know—
but ask God for eyes to see that.

What if there isn’t anyone in your age 
group to date? Do other things! Be active 

Visit us at www.VerticalThought.org
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If you are single, do you feel stuck and lonely—worried that you’ll 
never find a mate? A right perspective will help—along with taking 
action.  by Amanda Stiver

Waiting for
What Do I Do Now?
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in your community to be a good example 
to others of God’s way of life (see Mat-
thew 5:14-16). Be nice to people and make 
friends—not just to find romance. 

Pursue life goals—don’t just wait for 
them to happen to you. Learn to dance the 
highland reel, or to rock climb, or to speak 
a new language, or whatever! Ask God for a 
contented spirit, not resentful resignation—
which is a tempting but unhappy attitude. 
True contentment is happiness resulting 
from trusting that God has not forgotten us.

Most importantly, talk to God. Tell Him 
how you feel, especially if you feel lonely. 
Being lonely is typically a result of being 
alone. If you’re experiencing this, find a 
way to reach out to others. Maybe write a 
letter, phone a friend, join a chess tourna-
ment—I jest a little on the latter, but the 
only antidote to loneliness is outgoingness! 

Make use of singlehood. Develop your-
self. Ask for true contentment. And above 
all, trust God—it may be tough, but together 
we can get through it with His help.  GN

If you like reading our articles 
for teens and young adults  
in The Good News, be sure 

to take a look at our companion 
magazine, Vertical Thought, at 
www.VerticalThought.org.
This magazine is specially written 
for our younger Good News audi-
ence. Each issue is packed with help-
ful insight and eye-opening articles 
guiding today’s young people in get-
ting the most out of life—both now 
and in the future.

You’ll uncover lots of fascinating 
facts, meet many interesting peo-
ple, discover what’s really going on 
behind the scenes in our world, 
learn answers to your questions  
and find practical, down-to-earth 
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Visit VerticalThought.org today!

Read more at www.VerticalThought.org  

on, what does your perfect girl look like?”
My mother posed this question to me one 

night when I was a teenager. It caught me com-
pletely off guard. It’s not the normal question for 
a mother to ask her son to kick off a conversa-
tion. But my mother wasn’t normal and didn’t 
take “Uh, I don’t know” for an answer.

This discussion led to a valuable exercise in 
seeking the special person you desire to share 
your life with.

“How will you know if she’s the right one for 
you if you don’t know what you’re looking for?” 
Mom asked. “You need to make a list.” So she 
and I sat down with a notebook and pen, and I 
started to develop my “Perfect Girl.”

Like most guys I’m not much of a list maker, 
but this was fun. It could include anything I 
imagined—from her physical perfection, hair, 
eye color and laugh to her intelligence, interests 
and character. Mom and I sat and went over 
the whole thing, and she asked me questions 
about her. My fertile, teenage-boy mind formed 
a pretty concrete picture—she was amazing!

Mom raised her eyebrows: “That’s quite a girl. 
Let me ask you another question. If this girl is out 
there, then what sort of a man do you think she’s 
looking for? What does her list look like?”

That list wasn’t as easy to make. I reevalu-
ated my “perfect girl” list. It didn’t matter so 
much if she had movie star good looks as long 
as she was beautiful to me. And maybe her 
hair color wasn’t as important as her heart. We 
talked about each point on both lists. My mother 
handed back the second list and said, “Okay, 
son, now become that man.”

Make your lists and find focus
Do you want to get married someday? What 

traits and qualities are important to you? Make a 
list of what you hope for in your perfect mate and 
then make that other list about what he or she 
will be seeking—about what you need to be.

Without the strong male role model of my 
father in my life, I had little to gauge myself by. 

But I couldn’t just drift and hope to become 
this awesome man by chance. I needed a well-
thought-out picture in my mind of the man I 
wanted to become. The list gave me focus.

You can make yourself into the person on 
your second list with effort and God’s help. But 
it won’t happen overnight. In the meantime, 
though, it will help get your mind off of finding 
your perfect mate because you’ll be busy striving 
to become perfect marriage material yourself.

Become the list
One item on my list was a trait I saw first in 

my mother. She was so loving and cared for 
people—it just flowed out of her. She visited 
people she didn’t even know in nursing homes 
and hospitals just to cheer them up, never seem-
ing at all deterred by their physical problems or 
disfigurements. She just walked in, and the love 
poured out. It was just a part of who she was. I 
decided that my “perfect girl” would have to be 
like that too.

The problem was, I wasn’t that way. I knew 
that was on “her list,” so it needed to be on the 
list of what I needed to be. Your “perfect you” list 
will contain things you aren’t—right now. Stretch 
out of your comfort zone and, as an expression 
goes, “fake it till you make it” (not in the sense of 
false pretending, but in the sense of trying hard 
to be what you’re currently not until you are).

I would ask myself, “What would Mom do?” 
and then try to act like I was just like her. If I felt 
shy around a new group, I would go up and ask 
individuals about themselves. Eventually it got 
easier and then just became natural.

I haven’t made it to perfect yet, but I found 
my girl—with the same kind of heart as my 
mother and more. Over time I learned that some 
traits weren’t as important as others, and my list 
changed. Yours will too. Take the time to make 
your list for your perfect girl or guy. Then list what 
you’ll need to be to win this person’s heart—and 
become that man or woman.

—David Jones

Have You Made Your 
Perfect Girl or Guy List?

“S
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Watch the Beyond Today TV program on WGN America!

Sunday mornings
8:30 a.m. Eastern 
7:30 a.m. Central 
6:30 a.m. Mountain 
5:30 a.m. Pacific
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   Reader Updates
   Go to www.GNmagazine.org/gnupdate to sign up for e-mail updates including breaking news, announcements and more from the publishers of The Good News.

What’s the Real Truth     
About Christmas?

T is the season to be jolly—or is it? It may not be if you know 
the real truth about the holiday!  

Millions of people continue the curious customs of Christ-
mas, but few understand why they do so or what the customs 

and symbols are all about. After all, what does a jolly, plump 
man in a red suit (riding in a sleigh pulled by flying rein-

deer!) have to do with the birth of the Son of God?

How did Dec. 25 come to be chosen as the date of 
the birth of Jesus Christ when the Bible nowhere 

tells us the exact date—and in fact shows that He 
wasn’t born in winter? Have you ever heard the 
real story? 

And what about decorating with holly wreaths, 
kissing under mistletoe, burning Yule logs and 
setting up colorfully ornamented Christmas 

trees? What’s the origin of these odd practices, 
and how did they come to be associated with the 

birth of the Savior of mankind? They’re not found in the 
Bible, so who started them and why?

You need to discover the facts about this popular holiday. And most important-
ly, since most people celebrate it to honor God, you need to understand what 
He thinks about it! 

Our eye-opening free booklet Holidays or Holy Days: Does It Matter Which 
Days We Observe? will give you the surprising (and sometimes shocking!) 
answers. For your free copy, visit our website or contact any of our offices 
listed on page 2.

Visit our website: www.GNmagazine.org/booklets
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