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ecause so many people today fail to take reli-
gion seriously, it’s hard for them to understand 
those who do. A classic example is Iran, where 

the risks couldn’t be higher since nuclear weapons are at stake.
Shiite Muslims—the overwhelming majority in Iran—believe 

that following Muhammad’s death, leadership of the Muslim world 
was to be passed down through his descendants. Each successor 
was known as an imam—Arabic for “leader.” The 12th of these 
imams was born in A.D. 868 or 869 and disappeared without a 
trace about five years later. But that’s far from the end of the story. 

A branch of Shiite Muslims believe that this 12th imam survived 
and has been in hiding ever since, waiting until the time is right to 
emerge and lead Islam again. These believers are commonly called 
“Twelvers” because of their belief in the imminent reappearance of 
this 12th imam in a time of global chaos. 

Many Muslims also believe in the coming of a figure they call 
al-Mahdi, meaning “the [divinely] guided one,” who will lead Islam 

to its rightful place as the one true religion in the world. Common 
among Twelvers is belief that the 12th imam and the Mahdi are one 
and the same and that they have a religious duty to initiate the period 
of world chaos from which the 12th imam/Mahdi will emerge. They 
also believe that Jesus Christ will return alongside the 12th imam/
Mahdi—but as a Muslim who will help convert the world to Islam.   

What should be profoundly disturbing to Western leaders is that 
Iranian President Mahmoud Ahmadinejad and Supreme Leader Ali 
Khamenei are fervent adherent of Twelver beliefs. Sound too far out 
to believe? Notice these concluding remarks from Ahmadinejad’s 
address to the United Nations on Sept. 22, 2011—less than a year ago:

“A [bright] future . . . will be built when humanity initiates to 
tread the path of the divine prophets and the righteous under the 
leadership of Imam al-Mahdi, the Ultimate Savior of mankind . . . 
He will come alongside with Jesus Christ to lead the freedom and 
justice lovers to eradicate tyranny and discrimination, and promote 
knowledge, peace, justice, freedom and love across the world.” 

Of course, he fails to mention that this period of “peace, justice, 
freedom and love” will be due, he believes, to the establishment of 
Islam as the dominant religion by “Imam al-Mahdi” in accordance 
with the Koran’s instruction (Suras 2:193; 61:9) after a period of 
worldwide turmoil that his devotees are expected to initiate.  

So while Western governments pursue endless rounds of fruit-
less negotiations trying to convince the Iranians to abandon pursuit 
of nuclear weapons, Iran’s leaders play for time until the moment 
is right to deal with what they call “the Great Satan” (the United 
States) and “the little Satans” (Israel and Britain) and to initiate the 
period of global chaos they’re sure is coming. How do you negoti-
ate with people whose desire is to start a global nuclear war so that 
their messiah will come to save them and win the war for them?  

While this kind of news is alarming and even terrifying, we can 
be comforted that Jesus Christ will return—and in a very powerful 
way. He will set this world aright and bring world peace—just us 
your Bible promises. He will redeem this world from the clutches of 
Satan and the deceits of false religion, including Islam. And, con-
trary to Islamic belief, Christ will not return with the 12th imam.

          —Scott Ashley, Managing editor

How do you negotiate with people whose desire is  
to start a global war so that their messiah will come 
to save them and win the war for them?

B 
 Ahmadinejad’s Apocalypse
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any hundreds of blog, news-
paper and magazine articles 
have been published about how 
to stop Iran from obtaining a 
nuclear bomb. Sanctions and 

diplomatic pressure have failed to deter 
Iran’s leadership.

During a recent discussion on British 
television among various opinion makers, 
it was actually seriously suggested that if 
Britain were to abandon its own nuclear 
armaments, this unselfish act would help 
encourage Iran to cease and desist from  
creating its own nuclear capability. 

The same argument was made by the 
liberal left during the Cold War standoff 
between the United States and the Soviet 
Union in the decades following World War 
II—that American unilateral disarmament 
would have led the Soviets to follow suit.

Apparently some influential liberal observ-
ers still think along these lines. The drophead 
of an editorial in the International Herald 
Tribune says, “By cutting its nuclear arms, 
the U.S. will have more credibility in its 
efforts to contain others’ nuclear ambitions” 
(“Reshape the Arsenal,” March 13, 2012).

This questionable supposition has also been 
articulated by Hans Blix, the former United 
Nations weapons inspector, who indicated that 
Western military intervention in Iran would 
only bring the West disaster. His formula for 
peace envisions a nuclear-free Middle East—
meaning Israeli nuclear disarmament.

The onerous media debate over the issue 
has ceaselessly droned on for several years. 
Conservative observers tell us that we 
are drawing ever closer and closer to that 
dreaded time when Iran will in fact pos-
sess a nuclear bomb. As a Financial Times 

editorial put it, “The intractable problem of 
Iran’s nuclear ambitions—and the threat to 
an increasingly alarmed Israel—appears 
to be reaching crunch point” (March 6, 
emphasis added throughout).

Yet not a few liberal commentators believe 
that this assessment is more about Israeli poli-
tics than the physics of mass destruction and 
that a military solution will prove unneces-
sary, dangerous and potentially disastrous.

So the West remains trapped in a prover-
bial Catch-22 dilemma. There seems to be 
no viable way out. The options are precious 
few—and all very risky. Analysts speak of 
“a least bad option.”

Is the situation really that dire? What 
does it mean for Israel, the prime target of 
Iranian threats? What does it mean for the 
world? Where does America stand on the 
issue? And where can we find the best per-
spective on where events in the Middle East 
are headed?

Will America face matters squarely?

A well-informed take on the stark dangers 
we now face in the Middle East was recently 
published in The Wall Street Journal. In 
their article titled “America’s Iranian Self- Ph
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While politicians and pundits debate what to do about the matter, 
Iran continues its pursuit of nuclear weapons, threatening Israel 
and the world. How does the Bible guide us in understanding 
Middle Eastern events and gaining a proper global perspective?   
by John Ross Schroeder

M

At an undisclosed location, Iranian military forces launch a surface-to-surface missile said to have sufficient range to reach any part of Israel.

What Would a

Mean for the World?

NuclearIran
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Deception,” the director and the research manager 
of the Critical Threats Project at the American 
Enterprise Institute wrote: “Americans are being 
played for fools by Iran—and fooling themselves. 
There is no case to be made that Iran is not pursuing 
a nuclear weapons capability. There is no evidence 
that Iran’s decision-makers are willing to stop the 
nuclear program in exchange for lifting sanctions or 
anything else” (Frederick Kagan and Maseh Zarif, 
Feb. 27, 2012, emphasis added throughout).

Another piece in the same Wall Street Journal 
issue also addressed the Iranian dilemma. Titled 
“Wishing Upon Iran,” it carried the drophead, “U.S. 
spies hold out hope the Mullahs [the ruling Islamic 
clergy] won’t build a bomb.”

But the article’s conclusion proves more telling: 
“President Obama has misjudged Iran at every 
turn—starting with his assumption that the mullahs 
would negotiate with him because he wasn’t George 
W. Bush, that he would engender goodwill by down-
playing Iran’s stolen election in 2009, and that sanc-
tions would make them bend. Wishful intelligence 
thinking won’t deter Israeli leaders from defending 
their interests any more than it will stop Iran from 
obtaining weapons of mass destruction.”

A third Journal article begins with a quote from 
the president, stating, “‘I try not to pat myself too 

much on the back,’ President Barack Obama immod-
estly told a group of Jewish donors [to his election 
campaign] last October, ‘but this administration 
has done more in terms of the security of the state 
of Israel than any previous administration’” (Dan 
Senor, “Why Israel Has Doubts About Obama,” 
March 6, 2012). The article goes on to point out that 
others view the matter quite differently.

Those who value the existence of the state of 
Israel sincerely hope that the following headlines 
that appeared the same day in the Daily Mail and 
The Daily Telegraph are genuinely reflective of the 
U.S. administration’s resolve: “We’ll Always Stand 
With You Over Iran, Obama Tells Israel,” and 
“Military Action Is No Bluff, Warns Obama.”

The threat from a nuclear-armed Iran
What would Iran having nuclear weapons mean? 

Tehran has coveted complete control 
over the narrow Strait of Hormuz—only 

24 miles wide at its narrowest point—for 
many years. How important is this crucial 
Middle Eastern waterway? About 20 per-
cent of the world’s oil exports—and more 
than a third of all oil shipped by sea—
passes through this narrow chokepoint 
bordered by Iran and Oman. Estimates for 
2025 run as high as 60 percent. 

Disrupting or closing this vital waterway 
would most likely put a stranglehold on the 
world economy, leading to skyrocketing 
gasoline prices and a probable worldwide 
economic downturn if not outright reces-
sion. And Iran need not completely block-
ade the strait militarily—attacks on a few 
tankers with anti-ship missiles, subma-
rines or small attack boats could accom-
plish the same end by making shipping 
oil prohibitively expensive due to sky-high 
insurance costs.

Western nations understandably keep 
a close eye on this strait. Several years 
ago Commentary magazine ran an article 
that stated, “The Tehran regime has made 
no secret of its desire to gain control of 
the Straits as a part of its larger strategy 
of turning the Gulf into an Iranian lake” 
(Arthur Herman, “Getting Serious About 
Iran: A Military Option,” November 2006). 
A senior Iranian government official had 

issued a warning to the European Union. 
“We have the power to halt oil supply,” he 
said, “down to the last drop” (quoted by 
Herman). 

If this actually happened, blackmail of 
other nations would most likely be the order 
of the day, and Iran isn’t afraid to use this 
threat. It’s no secret that the United Nations 
is largely impotent when it comes to pass-
ing effective sanctions directed at changing 
Iranian behavior—not least in part because 
China, needing Iranian oil to fuel its econ-
omy, and Russia, an ally of Iran, are two of 
five UN Security Council members wielding 
veto power over such actions.  

And the Strait of Hormuz isn’t the only 
area in which Iran maintains a stranglehold 
over a large part of the global energy supply. 
American journalist Robert Kaplan wrote in 
Foreign Policy magazine: “Virtually all of the 
greater Middle East’s oil and natural gas lies 
in this region [the Persian core, stretching 

from the Caspian Sea in the 
north to the Persian Gulf on 
Iran’s south]. Just as ship-
ping lanes radiate from the 
Persian Gulf, pipelines are 
increasingly radiating from 
the Caspian region to the 
Mediterranean, the Black 
Sea, China, and the Indian 
Ocean” (“The Revenge of 
Geography,” May-June 
2009, p. 105).

Continuing in the same 
article: “The only country that 
straddles both energy pro-
ducing-areas is Iran . . . The 
Persian Gulf possesses 55 
percent of the world’s crude-

oil reserves, and Iran dominates the whole 
gulf . . . a coastline of 1,317 nautical miles, 
thanks to its many bays, inlets, coves, and 
islands that offer plenty of excellent places 
for hiding tanker-ramming speedboats.”

Iranian influence over such valuable 
natural resources remains a persistent 
worry to the West and the world. The 
stakes run very high in the highly volatile 
Middle East!

Closing the Strait of Hormuz: 
a Serious iranian Threat

The West remains trapped in a 
proverbial Catch-22 dilemma. 
There seems to be no viable way 
out. The options are precious 
few—and all very risky. IRAN
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The possibilities appear almost too ter-
rible to even contemplate.

As an editorial in The Sunday Times of 
London pointed out, the British foreign 
secretary sounded the alarm in mid- 
February: “William Hague was stating 
the obvious when he said . . . that an 
Iranian nuclear bomb would lead to ‘a 
disaster in world affairs’” (“Slowing the 
Countdown to War,” Feb. 19).

The rest of the editorial highlights 
the unacceptable dangers the Western 
nations, and Israel in particular, would 
have to face. Iranian leaders consider 
Israel a “one-bomb” nation. That is, Iran 
would need only a single nuclear bomb 
to wipe the state of Israel off the map. In 
spite of the territorial gains of the 1967 
War, Israel remains a tiny country geo-
graphically (less than 10 miles wide at its 
narrowest point). Iranian threats to exter-
minate this small nation have occurred 
far too often to not take them seriously.

Clearly an Iran-Israel nuclear war 

would devastate the entire region and 
greatly imperil the world economy. 
Author Jerome Corsi stated in the con-
cluding chapter of his book Why Israel 
Can’t Wait: The Coming War Between 
Israel and Iran: “Still, in the final analy-
sis, Israel is a ‘one bomb’ state such that 
one atomic bomb, even of a relatively low 
yield, detonated successfully over Tel 
Aviv, Israel’s business, banking, and tele-
communications center, would destroy 
the modern Jewish state as the world 
knows it” (2009, p. 102).

Nuclear blackmail a serious danger
The Sunday Times editorial mentioned 

that Iran had joined forces with al-Qaeda 
as well. It also stated that “even without 
such a [nuclear] weapon, Iran is already 
the biggest destabilising force in the 
Middle East. It rarely behaves like an 
ordinary hostile state. Its internal divi-
sions mean the regime itself is unstable 
and acts accordingly.”

We should also consider Iran’s persis-
tent sponsorship of the terrorist groups 
Hezbollah and Hamas, which have long 
threatened Israel—using the client state 
of Lebanon and the Palestinian Gaza and 

West Bank groups respectively. Another 
way of putting it is that “Iran runs an 
unconventional, postmodern empire of 
substate entities in the greater Middle 
East: Hamas in Palestine, Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, and the Sadrist movement in 
southern Iraq” (Robert Kaplan, Foreign 
Affairs, May-June 2009).

Considering Iran’s long track record 
of support for terrorist groups and move-
ments, if Iran were to develop nuclear 
weapons it’s not difficult at all to con-
ceive of the theocratic state sharing these 
deadly weapons with groups who have 
little regard for life and little to lose in 
carrying out their deadly aims.

Another worrisome scenario with 
a nuclear-armed Iran is the threat of 
nuclear blackmail hanging over anyone 
within range. Other regional powers have 
long recognized Iran’s desire for hege-
mony over the area and its prized energy 
resources. For this reason Egypt, Turkey 
and Saudi Arabia have all declared that 

if Iran gets the bomb, they too will be 
compelled to develop or acquire nuclear 
weapons lest Iran hold them hostage for 
whatever its leaders desire. 

For the same reason, a nuclear Iran also 
has grave implications for Western mili-
tary powers, especially the United States. 
American military assets in the region, 
such as U.S. troops and bases in the Per-
sian Gulf, Afghanistan, Kuwait, Bahrain, 
Qatar and United Arab Emirates (UAE), 
will find themselves in close missile range 
and imminent danger as soon as Iran 
successfully develops a nuclear warhead. 
U.S. options will be quickly and severely 
constrained then—a point seemingly lost 
on American leadership. 

Appeasement or preemptive strike?
Harvard professor Niall Ferguson 

summed up Western options in his col-
umn in Newsweek, concluding: “War is 
an evil. But sometimes a preventative 
war can be a lesser evil than a policy of 
appeasement” (“Israel and Iran on the 
Eve of Destruction in a New Six-Day 
War,” Feb. 6, 2012).

He listed five reasons that have been 
given as to why Israel should refrain Ph
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The Crucial  
Human Element

in the Current Crisis

Human beings make up nations and national groups. 
And human leaders inevitably possess highly 

individual personalities, legacies and backgrounds. To 
imagine that these factors never influence even crucial 
national decision-making would be highly unrealistic.

Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu descends 
from a family acutely aware of the past persecutions of 
Jews. His brother Jonathan died rescuing Israeli hos-
tages from terrorists. His father, Benzion Netanyahu (age 
102), has specialized in studying the Spanish Inquisition. 
He titled his masterwork The Origins of the Inquisition in 
Fifteenth Century Spain. In it he “argued that the Inqui-
sition followed a traditional pattern of anti-Semitism: 
systematic persecution, he has argued throughout his 
career, is always preceded by campaigns of vilification 
and dehumanisation meant to ensure the eventual elimi-
nation of Jews” (Jeffrey Goldberg, “The Most Danger-
ous Game,” The Spectator, March 10, 2012).

London’s chief rabbi, Jonathan Sacks, has remarked 
on how anti-Semitism, usually directed against individu-
als in times past, has in more recent years morphed into 
antipathy toward the state of Israel.

The Israeli prime minister remains painfully aware of his 
awesome responsibility not just to the nation of Israel but to 
the global Jewish community. Any military action against 
Iran would bring profound costs of many types in its wake. 
Yet the lives of 6 million Jews (not to mention more than  
a million Israeli Arabs) are also at stake. This was the  
number of Jews who perished in the Nazi Holocaust.

Benjamin Netanyahu not only assesses the complexi-
ties of the current crisis situation with his advisors, but 
he also remains acutely conscious of Jewish history in 
general, and that of Israel in particular, founded in 1948. 
He has written a very good book about the nation of 
Israel, A Place Among the Nations.

Consider the gift that the prime minister gave to Pres-
ident Obama at the onset of their recent meeting. “It 
was a copy of the ancient Scroll of Esther which tells the 
story, now commemorated during the holiday of Purim, 
of how the Jewish people narrowly escaped annihilation 
at the hands of a perfidious [treacherous] Persian ruler” 
(ibid.). Persia is today called Iran. “Netanyahu is many 
things. Subtle is not one of them” (ibid.).

The apostle Paul exhorted Timothy (and us) to pray 
for our national leaders (1 Timothy 2:1-2). Do we carry 
out this sobering responsibility, especially in these times 
of great international unrest?

iranian leaders consider israel a “one-bomb” nation. 
That is, iran would need only a single nuclear bomb  
to wipe the state of israel off the map.

World News & Prophecy
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from preemptively attacking Iran. The first 
four are Iranian retaliation through closing 
the Strait of Hormuz and terrorist proxies, 
Muslims setting ablaze the entire region, 
skyrocketing oil prices severely disrupting 
the world economy, and the strengthening 
of Iran’s leadership.

And the last one is: “A nuclear-armed 
Iran is nothing to worry about. States actu-
ally become more risk-averse [risk-avoiding] 
once they acquire nuclear weapons.”

Professor Ferguson then countered each 
of these arguments. He pointed out that two 
American aircraft carriers are already pres-
ent in the Persian Gulf, with another likely 
slated to join them. He also stated that 

many Muslims, most being of the Sunni 
branch of Islam in opposition to the Iranian 
Shiites, would not be genuinely upset if 
Iranian nuclear ambitions were checked. 
He contended that the Saudis would 
release more oil into the world market to 
keep prices down. And he put forward 
the unlikelihood of Iran’s leaders being in 
a stronger position after severe military 
humiliation.

He ridiculed the notion that nuclear arms 
will make Iran’s leaders suddenly respon-
sible by saying: “We’re supposed to believe 
that a revolutionary Shiite theocracy is 
overnight going to become a sober, calcu-

lating disciple of the realist school of diplo-
macy . . . because it has finally acquired 
weapons of mass destruction?”

Ferguson went on to say: “The single 
biggest danger in the Middle East today is 
not the risk of a six-day Israeli war against 
Iran. It is the risk that Western wishful 
nonthinking allows the mullahs of Tehran 
to get their hands on nuclear weapons. 
Because I am in no doubt that they would 
take full advantage of such a lethal lever. 
We would have acquiesced in the creation 
of an empire of extortion.”

Surprisingly, political leaders and ana-
lysts alike seem unable or unwilling to 
address the terrifying implications of the 

religious beliefs of Ira-
nian president Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and the 
mullahs he answers to 
(see “Ahmadinejad’s  
Apocalypse,” page 2). 

Jerusalem—focal point 
of end-time prophecy

Regardless of how mat-
ters fall out over the short 
term, we can know where 
events are headed over the 

long term—giving us much-needed per-
spective on current events.

For instance, we can know that a Jewish 
political entity will remain in Jerusalem 
and the land of Israel no matter what Iran 
succeeds in doing. The latter chapters of 
the book of Daniel even present the Jews 
of the end time as reinstating sacrifices in 
Jerusalem—to be cut off by the invasion of 
a revived Roman Empire 3½ years before 
the return of Jesus Christ (see our free 
booklet The Middle East in Bible Prophecy 
for details). Thus, Iran will not wipe Israel 
from the map. However, the Jewish state 
could still suffer serious devastation.

Geographically, the Bible is a Middle 
Eastern book. The centerpiece of the ful-
fillment of biblical prophecy will occur in 
the Middle East—although Central Europe 
also assumes significant prophetic impor-
tance, particularly in the books of Daniel 
and Revelation. Yet Jesus Christ will return 
to Jerusalem, descending to where He ear-
lier ascended from, the Mount of Olives 
(Zechariah 14:4; Acts 1:9-12). 

So the focal point of end-time events is 
right here. “Thus says the Lord God: ‘This 
is Jerusalem; I have set her in the midst of 
the nations’” (Ezekiel 5:5). Jerusalem sym-
bolizes both the city and the whole country.

No other territory on this planet has 
aroused such incendi-
ary religious passions. 
While much of God’s 
true plan and purpose 
for human beings has 
already been acted 
out in the Holy Land, 
portions of the Middle 
East have been the 
geographical setting 
for grievous spiritual 
idolatry and all of its 
tragic consequences.

You can read much 
more about what Bible 
prophecy reveals in the 

articles “The Middle East: Focus of End-
Time Bible Prophecy,” beginning on page 
8, and “The Coming of a New Babylon,” 
beginning on page 22.

Continue to watch world events in the 
Holy Land and the broader Middle East. 
Prophesied events will powerfully impact 
our lives no matter where we reside on this 
troubled planet. It’s ever more urgent that 
we humbly turn to God for help and deliv-
erance during these disturbing times.  GN 

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Download or request your free 
copy of the booklet The Middle 
East in Bible Prophecy. It fo-
cuses on the fact that the Mid-
dle East region will be where 
the crucial events of end-time 
prophecy culminate. This eye-
opening booklet will give you a much clearer picture 
of where current trends are really headed. And be 
sure to read the section “What Should You Do?” 
on pages 74-75, which explains the steps you can  
personally take to ensure your own salvation. 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

The U.S. Navy aircraft carriers USS John C. Stennis and USS George H.W. Bush pass through the Strait of Hormuz.

An Iranian Republican Guard boat harrasses shipping in the straits.
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he bloody civil war in Syria and 
the threat of war between Iran and 
Israel have rightfully heightened 
awareness of the fragility of peace 
in our world, and in particular the 

Middle East. Events in this historic land  
are destined to affect the lives of everyone 
on earth.

Before World War I (1914-1918) the 
Middle East was dominated by the Turkish 
Ottoman Empire, which enforced a level 
of peace throughout the region. This vast 
conglomerate included territories of the 
modern states of Turkey, Egypt, Saudi Ara-
bia, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Kuwait, Jordan 
and Israel. At one time this empire presided 
over extensive lands in both North Africa 
and Southeast Europe. 

The Turkish Empire might have contin-
ued were it not for World War I. Early on it 

wasn’t clear which side the Ottomans would 
support. Both the British and the Germans 
sought the Sultan’s support. But ultimately 
he decided to back Germany, a fatal deci-
sion that led to the birth of many new 
nations—and seemingly wars without end.

Let’s look at the astounding historical 
and end-time story of this crucial region, 
laid out millennia ago in the Bible. In pro-
jecting forward through these end-time 
events, we’ll see the crescendo building 
toward the time of Armageddon.

A coming superpower
Events in Europe and the Middle East  

will affect the entire world, and at the out-
set we should all realize that we are now 
in transition between this age of man and a 
wholly different utopian world to come. But 
mankind will make a last-ditch attempt to 

establish a global power, apart from God, 
just before Jesus Christ returns to establish 
the Kingdom of God and begin His benevo-
lent divine rule on planet Earth. 

Just a few years before He returns, bring-
ing His coming government to be headquar-
tered in Jerusalem, a powerful kingdom 
of men will arise—a stunning superpower 
with roots in the ancient Holy Roman 
Empire. 

This rise of a final mighty kingdom of 
men will constitute the last resurrection 
of a long series of attempts to establish a 
European-centered superstate dating back 
to the time after the fall of Rome in A.D. 
476. It will mark the final futile effort of 
deceitful and rebellious men to establish 
their version of peace on earth apart from 
the Creator God. 

Jerusalem’s crucial background 
Today the state of Israel is surrounded by 

hostile nations that wish to bring its exis-
tence to an end. The Bible long ago foretold 
this would happen (see Psalm 83:3-5). To 
understand where events are heading, you 
need to understand something of Israel’s 
historic and prophetic background.

In the Bible the name Jerusalem not only 
stands for the geographical city itself, but 
is often used symbolically for the peoples 
of Israel as a whole. This historic capital 
remains the most contested city on earth, 
having fallen to invading forces more than 
20 times throughout its recorded history. 

The territory on which the state of Israel, 
including Jerusalem, sits was once ancient 
Canaan, the land to which God sent the 
patriarch Abraham some 4,000 years ago. It 
lies at the crossroads of three continents—
Asia, Africa and Europe. And of course the 
Holy Land is considered sacred by three 
world religions—Judaism, Christianity  
and Islam.

More than 2,500 years ago, God revealed 
to the prophet Daniel that the land of His 
people would be fought over throughout 
the coming centuries. To understand the 
global implications, we need to examine 
Daniel 11, the Bible’s longest continuous 
prophecy, which covers events in the region 
from Daniel’s day up to the coming return 
of Jesus Christ.

The first 35 verses of Daniel 11 give us the 
historic background and constitute an accu-
rate, detailed account of what would befall 
the people of Judah in the Holy Land in the 
centuries following. The prophecy foretold 
that they would be caught up in a conflict 
between the Ptolemaic dynasty of Egypt to Ph

ot
o 

by
 iS

to
ck

ph
ot

o,
 m

ap
 b

y 
Sh

au
n 

Ve
ni

sh
 w

ith
 p

ho
to

s 
fr

om
 W

ik
im

ed
ia

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

We often see the Middle East catapulted to the forefront of news 
programs around the world. Even faraway nations are deeply  
affected by what happens in this volatile region. You need to  
understand what has been prophesied to occur there and why.   
by Peter Eddington and John Ross Schroeder
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The Middle East and Bible Prophecy in Daniel 11
The rise of the Roman 
Empire led to its absorbing 
the kingdom of the early 
kings of the North in Daniel 
11. This prophecy also 
foretells that a new Roman 
Empire is to rise as a new 

end-time superpower that will invade the Middle 
East as part of the final fight for global dominance.

With the overthrow 
of Libyan leader 
Muammar Gaddafi 
and Egyptian Presi-
dent Hosni Mubarak, 
those two countries 

appear to be on the road to Islamist rule. In the end 
time, a provocation from the final king of the South 
will lead to an invasion of Egypt and Libya.

Ptolemy Soter, one of Alexan-
der’s generals, inherited part 
of his empire and reigned 
from Egypt. His dynasty would 
produce the early kings of the 
South. In the end time, Egypt 

will be invaded by the end-time king of the North.

Seleucus, one of Alexander’s 
generals, inherited part of  
his empire and reigned from 
Syria. His dynasty would 
produce the early kings of the 
North—one of whom, Antiochus 
Epiphanes (pictured), would be notorious for his 
persecution of the Jewish religion. The kingdom of 
the king of the North was later absorbed into the 
Roman Empire, with that power then becoming the 
kingdom of the North in the latter parts of Daniel 11.

The king of the North and 
king of the South were des-
ignated as such due to their 
geographic relationship to 
Jerusalem and the temple. 
In ancient times these 
empires fought for control of 
the Holy Land, and Daniel 11 foretells that a new 
end-time superpower, led by the final king of the 
North, will take control of the Holy Land.

The division of the empire of 
Alexander the Great among 
four of his generals after his 
death in Babylon in 323 B.C. 
set the stage for a series of 
long-running conflicts for 
control of the Middle East 
that would continue until Christ’s return.

the south of Judah and the Seleucids of Syria 
to the north. 

The rulers of these kingdoms were 
descended from two of the four gener-
als who divided the Greco-Macedonian 
Empire after the death of Alexander the 
Great, whose exploits were foretold earlier 
in the book of Daniel. These two generals 
were the original “king of the North” and 
“king of the South” mentioned in Daniel 
11—followed by later prophesied rulers 
who assumed control of these regions. You 
can read about the historical fulfillment of 
the first 35 verses of Daniel 11 in our free 
booklet The Middle East in Bible Prophecy. 

Verses 36 through 39 suddenly fast for-
ward in time. These passages are not only 
historic but also prophetic for our time. 
Verse 40 makes a clear jump to “the time  
of the end,” as we will see. 

The time of the end
Who was this king of the North during 

the period just before Jesus Christ was born 
into the world? In 65 B.C. Seleucid Syria 
was swallowed by the Roman Empire. In 
effect that empire became the kingdom of 
the North. This is the key historical transi-
tion that enables us to understand how this 
prophecy applies to the time of the end. 
Thereafter the king of the North referred 
no longer to the Seleucids of Syria, but to 
the rulers of the Roman Empire and their 
successors. 

Daniel 11:36-38 describes the actions of 
the Roman emperors and their successors, 
leading down through time all the way to 
the final charismatic leader of the end time. 

Now read Daniel 11:40: “At the time of 
the end the king of the South shall attack 
him; and the king of the North shall come 
against him like a whirlwind, with chari-
ots, horsemen, and with many ships; and 
he shall enter the countries, overwhelm 
them, and pass through” (emphasis added 
throughout). 

This refers to events still to come. Clearly 
another outbreak of the age-old conflict will 
yet engulf the Middle East in modern times. 
But the conclusion will be quite different 
from anything that has happened before, 
because these events will lead directly to 
Armageddon and the second coming of 
Jesus Christ. 

This crucial end-time conflict will center 
on Jerusalem and the Holy Land, the his-
toric real estate God gave to the children 
of Israel through Abraham, Moses, Joshua 
and King David. “Thus says the Lord God: 
‘This is Jerusalem; I have set her in the 
midst of the nations and the countries all 
around her’” (Ezekiel 5:5). Recall that the 
Holy Land is at the crossroads of three con-
tinents. This description is both symbolic 
and in its biblical sense geographic. 

The final kings referred to in Daniel 11 
are powerful geopolitical rulers who will 
come from both the north and the south, 

with forces trampling all over the present 
state of Israel and the Jewish people. 

Revelation complements Daniel
At the time of the end, we see in the 

prophetic biblical books of Daniel and Rev-
elation that a new global superpower will 
arise. We discover further details of this 
end-time power in Revelation 17. Just as the 
prophet Daniel saw various beasts that rep-
resented dominant powers that would arise 
after him, so the apostle John saw a vision 
of a prophetic beast power that would domi-
nate the world as the end of this age of man 
under Satan’s influence draws ever closer.

“So he [an angel] carried me away in 
the Spirit into the wilderness. And I saw a 
woman sitting on a scarlet beast which was 
full of names of blasphemy, having seven 
heads and ten horns” (Revelation 17:3). 

The revealing angel explained to the 
apostle John the meaning of the seven 
horns: “The ten horns which you saw are 
ten kings who have received no kingdom as 
yet, but they receive authority for one hour 
[a relatively short time] as kings with the 
beast. These are of one mind, and they will 
give their power and authority to the beast” 
(verses 12-13). 

Notice that the next verse reveals that the 
time setting is the second coming of Jesus 
Christ: “These will make war with the 
Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, 
for He is Lord of lords and King of kings, 
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and those who are with Him [the resurrected 
saints] are called, chosen and faithful” 
(verse 14).

Four dominating world empires
The beast referred to in Revelation 17 

constitutes another view of the last of the 
four great empires of Daniel 7. 

During his time in Babylon, Daniel 
recorded a vision of “four great beasts” 
(Daniel 7:3). These gentile empires would 
dominate the Middle East and have a major 
impact on the region. These dominant 
empires were, in chronological order, Nebu-
chadnezzar’s Babylonian Empire, the Medo-
Persian Empire, the Greco-Macedonian 
Empire of Alexander the Great and finally 
the Roman Empire. 

Attempts made over the centuries to 
revive the power and might of the Roman 
Empire are prophesied to culminate in the 
revival of the end time. The final successor 
empire will strive, as others have, to restore 
the European unity Rome achieved more 
than 2,000 years ago. 

It will once again become a powerful, 
dictatorial system in alliance with and sup-
ported by a great false church, depicted 
in Bible prophecy as a beast with horns 
of a lamb but speaking like a dragon and 
as a rich and powerful prostitute having 
immoral relations with world leaders (see 
Revelation 13:11-12; 17:1-7). 

The fourth beast of Daniel
Since the fourth beast described in Daniel 

7 exists at the time of Christ’s return, as 
does the beast power John saw in Revelation 
17, both prophecies dovetail—speaking ulti-
mately of the same end-time resurrection of 
the Roman Empire. 

It is true that the original Roman Empire 
fell centuries ago. But few realize that Euro-
pean leaders such as the Emperor Justin-
ian, Charlemagne, Otto the Great, Charles 
V, Napoleon, Benito Mussolini and Adolf 
Hitler all tried to revive the Roman Empire 
in various forms over the centuries. One 
final revival yet remains. 

The final resurrection, like the earlier 
Holy Roman Empire, will be centered in 
Central Europe. It appears that the Euro-
pean Union (EU)—though now experienc-
ing major difficulties within its eurozone 
(the group of countries using the euro as 
common currency)—may possibly be its 
beginning in embryonic form. 

That is not to say that all the current 
EU nations will be a part of the final con-
figuration. It will be an alliance of the 10 

“kings”—leaders of nations or regions—
referred to above. They will combine to 
form a powerful military force that will 
directly involve itself in the Middle East. 

This end-time king of the North spoken 
of in Daniel 11 certainly appears to refer 
to the final ruler of this European-centered 
superpower. But to understand who the 
king of the South might be, we should first 
briefly review the history and thinking of 
the peoples of the Arab world.

Understanding the Arab world
The Arab peoples are largely descended 

from Ishmael (a son of the biblical patri-
arch Abraham). They have long dreamed 
of unity. The warring tribes of Arabia 
were initially united by Muhammad 
through a new religion called Islam. A 
united Ummah, or worldwide community 
of Islamic believers, has been a constant 
dream down through the centuries. Yet 
unity has eluded the Arabs for the last 750 
years. Only in the last 50 years have they 
been independent of foreign control.

A fundamental aspect of Islamic teach-
ing is that Islam must become the domi-
nant religion of the entire world. Several 
attempts have been made to bring about 
Arab unity. Sudan’s Muhammad Ahmad 
ibn al-Sayyid (1844-1885) proclaimed 
himself the Islamic messiah, the Mahdi 
or divinely “guided one” chosen to unite 
Muslims and defeat the infidel. He ulti-
mately failed to achieve this mission but 
had greater success than secular leaders 
have had.

Then Egypt’s President Gamal Abdel 
Nasser (1956-1970) formed the short-lived 
union with Syria called the United Arab 
Republic (1958-1961). Saddam Hussein 
of Iraq imagined himself to be another 
Saladin (1138-1193, Muslim leader during 
the Crusades) and sought to unite the Arab 
world against Israel and the United States. 
But American military power brought his 
downfall and death. Even Osama bin Laden 
achieved considerable success in uniting 
many Muslims against America and the 
West, but he was eventually driven into  
hiding, found and killed. 

Yet many Muslims still believe that 
another Mahdi is prophesied to appear 
during a coming time of tumult to ensure 
Islam’s final victory over all other religions. 
Currently the Iranian President Mahmoud 
Ahmadinejad and his cohorts would des-
perately like to bring about the appearance 
of the final Mahdi to accelerate end-time 
events, as he sees them. 

Of course, Scripture remains the ultimate 
guide in helping us to understand the real 
significance of these historic events and 
what they portend for the future. 

Identifying the king of the South
As noted earlier, the initial mention of the 

king of the South in Daniel 11 referred to 
the Ptolemaic dynasty in Egypt. However, 
the prophecy later shows us that an end-
time king of the South will rise up to chal-
lenge an end-time king of the North. And 
in doing so, this southern ruler will unwit-
tingly set in motion a cascade of events 
leading to unimaginable carnage before 
Jesus Christ returns to the earth and stops 
the human race from being wiped out (see 
Matthew 24:21-22). 

Notice again Daniel 11:40, a crucial pas-
sage bringing needed perspective to these 
climactic events: “At the time of the end 
the king of the South shall attack [“push 
at,” King James Version] him, and the king 
of the North shall come against him like a 
whirlwind . . . and he shall enter the coun-
tries, overwhelm them, and pass through.”

The end-time power from the South will 
provoke the northern ruler into launching 
a major military invasion into Egypt (verse 
42). After this time, the king of the South is 
no longer a factor in Bible prophecy. Clearly 
this invasion by the European-centered 
Beast power will prove decisively victorious 
as he even brings forces into Israel. 

Note verses 41-43: “He shall enter the 
Glorious Land [the Holy Land], and many 
countries shall be overthrown . . . He shall 
stretch out his hand against the countries, 
and the land of Egypt shall not escape. 
He shall have power . . . over all the pre-
cious things of Egypt; also the Libyans and 
Ethiopians shall follow at his heals.” This 
military invasion and occupation extends 
from Israel into North Africa. 

“But news from the east and from the 
north shall trouble him” (verse 44). This 
passage appears to be a reference to a mas-
sive army described in Revelation 9 that 
will challenge the king of the North.

The “kings from the east”
How do we tie these events together? The 

Bible speaks prophetically of the “kings 
from the east.” It tells us that near the time 
of the very end of this age of man, the great 
Euphrates River will be dried up “so that 
the way of the kings from the east might be 
prepared” (Revelation 16:12).

Tied together with Revelation 9:16, this 
passage describes the movements of mas-

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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sive armies that will confront the coming 
European-centered superpower not long 
before the return of Jesus Christ to this earth.  

These armies could consist of a multina-
tional military force including such Islamic 
nations as Turkey, Syria, Iraq, Iran, Afghan-
istan, Uzbekistan, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, 
Bangladesh and Indonesia. 

They could also consist of other Asian 
troops from the Far East including soldiers 
from Russia, India and China. The Bible 
is not specific. Certainly the vast numbers 
necessary for such massive armies are there 
in Asia. And possibly Far Eastern armies 
could act in concert with Islamic forces in 
this final showdown for global control. 

(We do see from Ezekiel 38 and 39 that, 
soon after Christ’s return, forces from Iran 
and Central Asia will be joined with Russia, 
China, India and Southeast Asia in another 
invasion of the Holy Land—prophesied to 
fail. So it may well be that they will, not 
long before that, be joined together in the 
invasion at the time of Christ’s return.)

This leads to what is commonly, but 
erroneously, called the battle of Armaged-
don. We see from Revelation 16:14, 16 that 
military forces gather at Armageddon—the 
massive plain stretching out before the hill 
of Megiddo in northern Israel. The actual 
battle takes place about 55 miles south of 
Megiddo at Jerusalem (Joel 3:12-14).  

With Christ descending to Jerusalem, the 
enemy armies will turn from engaging one 
another and will together go to confront 
Him—and they will be utterly defeated 
(Revelation 19:19-21; compare Zechariah 
14:1-4, 12).

What does this mean for you?
All the maneuvering, destruction and 

devastation at the time of the end will take 
the lives of more than a third of the human 
race. Jesus Christ must return to save 
mankind from itself or these cataclysmic 
conflicts would leave no human survivors. 
But He does guarantee that He will come 
back to earth in the nick of time (Matthew 
24:21-22). He will cut short the wholesale 
destruction brought on by a rebellious 
mankind. 

The Middle East regularly produces cru-
cial events that cause many observers great 
concern. Bible prophecy shows that the 
Middle East and Europe will be the global 
center of world attention in the years ahead. 
Events in the Middle East will trigger the 
final crisis at the end of this evil age. 

Jesus Christ commanded all of us: “Take 
heed to yourselves, lest your hearts be 
weighed down with carousing, drunken-
ness, and cares of this life, and that Day 
come on you unexpectedly. For it will  
come as a snare on all those who dwell 

on the face of the whole earth” (Luke 
21:34-35). 

Most people will be caught completely 
unaware. Ignoring the signs of the time 
foretold in Bible prophecy, they will find 
themselves in the position of the inhabitants 
of Sodom just before it began to rain fire 
and brimstone from heaven, and like the 
antediluvian world just prior to the great 
Flood of Noah’s time, which drowned the 
world (see Luke 17:26-30). 

But Jesus Christ tells us in Luke 21:36, 
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you 
may be counted worthy to escape all these 
things that will come to pass, and to stand 
before the Son of Man.”  GN 

The key Middle Eastern prophecy of Daniel 11 
clearly states that “the land of Egypt shall not 

escape” the military invasion by the king of the 
North (verse 42), launched in retaliation to provo-
cation by the leader of an end-time Muslim alliance 
known as the king of the South (verse 40). 

Currently Egypt finds itself in news headlines 
because of the “Arab Spring,” which in Egypt 
brought the fall of the Mubarak government and the 
ascent of fundamentalist Islam. The West depends 
on Egyptian stability because roughly 30 percent 
of the world’s oil passes through the Suez Canal. 
There are also well-founded fears that Egypt’s sta-
ble relationship with the bordering state of Israel 
may be seriously threatened, the breakdown of 
which could lead to another Mideast war. 

America gives about $2 billion to Cairo annually, 
mostly in military aid—though that is in jeopardy 
now with Islamists set to gain considerable control 
of the next Egyptian government. And another key 
question is who will ultimately gain control of the 
high-tech U.S. armaments already in Egypt, includ-
ing many advanced tanks and jet fighters? Will they 

fall into the hands of a future regime hostile to the 
West, the United States and Israel in particular?

Thankfully, whatever may lie ahead during this 
age of human misrule, in the end the Egyptians 
are going to experience a brilliant future follow-
ing the second coming of Jesus Christ. They may 
have some hard lessons to learn at the begin-
ning of Christ’s 1,000-year reign (see Zechariah 
14:18-19), but the Hebrew prophet Isaiah shows 
that ultimately all will be well. 

Isaiah says of that time, “In that day there will be 
an altar to the Lord in the midst of the land of Egypt, 
and a pillar to the Lord at its border” (Isaiah 19:19). 
Then he goes on to explain what caused this to hap-
pen: “For they [the Egyptians] will cry to the Lord 

because of the oppressors, and He will send them 
a Savior and a Mighty One to deliver them. Then the 
Lord will be known in Egypt, and the Egyptians will 
know the Lord in that day” (verses 20-21). Indeed 
this will be a time when all nations and peoples will 
know the true God “from the least of them to the 
greatest of them” (Jeremiah 31:34). 

Then “there will be a highway from Egypt to 
[Egypt’s ancient enemy] Assyria . . . and the Egyp-
tians will serve [God] with the Assyrians. In that day 
Israel will be one of three with Egypt and Assyria—
a blessing in the midst of the land, whom the Lord 
of hosts shall bless, saying, ‘Blessed is Egypt My 
people, and Assyria the work of My hands, and 
Israel My inheritance’” ( Isaiah 19:23-25). All 
nations will finally be at peace with one another. 

Today’s news reports tell us that the adherents of 
Coptic Christianity in Egypt are suffering enormous 
persecution in the wake of the Arab Spring and the 
overthrow of the secular Egyptian government that 
for the most part protected their rights and safety. 
But in the world to come, all peoples, including the 
Egyptians, will flourish—as true religious worship 
accompanies universal peace and prosperity. To 
learn more, request or download our free booklet 
The Gospel of the Kingdom. 

—John Ross Schroeder 

Egypt in Bible Prophecy
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Be sure to read our free book-
let The Middle East in Bible 
Prophecy to learn more about 
the events described in this 
article. It explains in more de-
tail how and why the Middle 
East will be the place end-time 
events culminate, giving you a better picture of where  
the Western and Islamic nations are really headed. 
Request or download your free copy today. 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.
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The persecution of Christians in the developing world 
has increased rapidly during the last decade. A 

graph accompanying a recent Newsweek article bore 
the notation, “Terrorist attacks on Christians in Africa, 
the Middle East and Asia increased 309% from 2003 
to 2010”—a mere seven years (Ayaan Hirsi Ali, “The 
Global War on Christians in the Muslim World,” Feb. 
13, 2012). But one wouldn’t normally expect religious 
mistreatment in the English-speaking, democratic 
Western world. Nonetheless, raw persecution is now 
rearing its ugly head in Britain.

Most realize that the secular establishment has not 
been friendly to Christianity, and church attendance 
in Britain has been in decline for decades. Based on 
recent statistics, an article in The Sunday Telegraph’s 
Seven magazine titled “What’s Next for This Year’s 
Child?” presents a metaphorical baby exclaiming, “By 
the time I’m an adult, there’s a 70 per cent chance 

that I’ll be a non-believer” (Paul Kendall and John 
Hind, Feb. 18-19, 2012).

The current climate in Britain becomes more evi-
dent from statements by political leaders, such as 
Baroness Warsi, Conservative Party co-chairman. A 
Muslim herself, she wrote prior to leading a British 
delegation to the Vatican: “Faith has been neglected, 
undermined—and yes, even attacked—by govern-
ments . . . My fear today is that a militant secular-
ism is taking hold of our societies. We see it in any 
number of things . . . religion is sidelined, margina-
lised and downgraded in the public sphere. It seems 
astonishing to me that those who wrote the European 
Constitution made no mention of God or Christianity” 
(“We Stand Side by Side With the Pope in Fighting for 
Faith,” The Daily Telegraph, Feb. 13, 2012).

Former Archbishop of Canterbury George Carey 
warned in a forthright Daily Mail feature article: “For 

the Christian faith is now being increasingly mar-
ginalised in this country—as a shocking court case 
this week has illustrated . . . Since the September 11 
attacks, we seem to have become obsessed with not 
upsetting British Muslims, while successive pieces 
of legislation means the rights of homosexuals now 
seem to trump those of everyone else . . .

“Sadly, I could take you to many countries in the 
world where brave Christian minorities are facing 
dreadful persecution. What’s happening here is that 
Christians are being pushed into the background by 
a secular establishment that seems to be embar-
rassed by the fact that Britain is a Christian country” 
(“As a Judge Bans Prayer at Council Meetings, a 
Former Archbishop of Canterbury Warns That Our 
Faith Is Under Siege,” Feb. 10, 2012, emphasis added 
throughout). (Sources: Daily Mail, The Daily Telegraph, 
Newsweek.)

 

Persecution of Christians in Britain
  by John Ross Schroeder and Jerold Aust

is China the solution to 
Western economic Woes?

in the text of a graphic titled “Stepping Up to 
Buy,” The Wall Street Journal noted: “Chinese 

state-owned and private enterprises are pouring 
investment money into the U.S., into industries 
such as auto parts, real estate, and oil and gas. 
The number of deals, and their overall value, 
has climbed steadily in recent years” (accom-
panies “In the Heart of the Rust Belt, Chinese 
Funds Provide the Grease,” Feb. 11, 2012). 
Fairly recently, in Saginaw, Michigan, the Chi-
nese rescued from ruin a substantial automotive 
company—that city’s largest employer.

But America is far from the only target. The 
teaser for an article in Time magazine by Vivi-
enne Walt titled “Feasting on Europe” stated, 
“As the euro-zone crisis deepens, China is 
angling for the union’s most prized firms” (Dec. 
19, 2011). The article explained that while China 
may currently be a small player in Europe, that is 
quickly changing.

Yet historians, journalists and academics 
remain somewhat skeptical about the viability of 
Chinese assistance long-term. Harvard profes-
sor and historian Niall Ferguson is only one. His 
London Sunday Times feature article of March 
11 was titled “Get Ready to Be a Slave in Chi-
na’s World Order.” The drophead starkly stated, 
“We think Chinese money is the answer to our 
problems, but the reason the country [China] is 
prospering is hard work—very hard work—and 
it will expect it from us too.”

A review by Oxford economics professor Paul 
Collier of the 2012 book Why Nations Fail, by 
two U.S. academics, offered this advice in its 
title: “Don’t Look to China for Economic Salva-
tion” (The Observer, March 10). (Sources: The 
Observer, The Sunday Times [London], Time, 
The Wall Street Journal.)

Europe will ultimately 
come together

Currently there appears to be a lull in the forces 
that would propel Europe toward full integra-

tion. Fairly recent newspaper article titles reflect 
this general perception among veteran journalists. 
For instance: “Europe Says Goodbye to Solidarity” 
(Financial Times, Feb. 23, 2012); “Europe’s ‘Proud 
Empire’ Is Entering a Cul-de-Sac of History” (Feb. 
17); “The European Project Is Splitting Apart at the 
Very Core” (The Sunday Telegraph, Feb. 18).

Journalists speak of the old-world disorder and 
of what European Union (EU) leadership can do to 
halt decline and dissolution. Clearly Germany is 
concerned. German Chancellor Angela Merkel, the 
“de facto leader of Europe,” has been inviting other 
European Union leaders to the palace retreat in 
Meseberg—Germany’s version of America’s Camp 
David—to discuss Europe’s debt and urge closer ties 
(Nicholas Kulish, “A Village Where Europe Can Take a 
Stroll and Plot Its Future,” The New York Times, March 
15, 2012). So there remains every indication that the 
German nation will ultimately provide the civil leader-
ship needed to bind Europe together more tightly.

But this aim won’t be met through civil leadership 
alone. The religious element in unifying Europe cer-
tainly should not be carelessly overlooked. This vital 
aspect has long been and remains under discussion. 
Late last year Jonathan Sacks, Britain’s chief rabbi, 
wrote an article about how religious leaders “of all faiths 
must help to restore morality to the world of finance in 
order to regenerate the economy and society” (“Chief 
Rabbi Urges Pope to Work Together to Save the Soul 
of Europe,” The Times, Dec. 12, 2011).

British historian Norman Davies, was interviewed 
by The Wall Street Journal. He also laments the sad 
state of European affairs but thinks things can be 
turned around. The interviewer informs us: “As befits 

an historian of Europe, Mr. Davies is still holding out for 
a savior—a modern-day Charles Martel at the Battle 
of Tours or King Sobieski riding into Vienna [both of 
whom pushed Muslim forces back from overrunning 
Europe]. But he notes, ‘If there is a savior, a politician 
who emerges with a clear vision, it’ll come from some-
where quite unexpected’” (Raymond Zhong, “The 
Emperor of Vanished Kingdoms,” Feb. 25, 2012).

Indeed the Bible speaks in its final book of a com-
ing charismatic political leader known, along with his 
dominion, as “the beast.” He will be in partnership 
with a religious leader and system known as “the 
false prophet” and “Babylon the Great.” These two 
leaders will together weld Europe into a spiritually 
deluded superpower that will astonish the world and 
its inhabitants (see Revelation 13, 17). 

You can read more about their role by request-
ing or downloading our free booklets The Book of 
Revelation Unveiled and Are We Living in the Time of 
the End? (Sources: Financial Times, The New York 
Times, The Sunday Telegraph, The Times [London], 
The Wall Street Journal.) Ph
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Angela Merkel, the “de facto leader 
of Europe,” has been inviting other  
EU leaders to the palace retreat in  
Meseberg—Germany’s version of Amer-
ica’s Camp David—to urge closer ties.
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An overview of conditions around the world

How can you make sense of the news?
So much is happening in the world, and so quickly. Where are today’s dramatic and danger-
ous trends taking us? What does Bible prophecy reveal about our future? You’re probably very 
concerned with the direction the world is heading. So are we. That’s one reason we produce 
the Beyond Today daily TV commentaries—to help you understand the news in the light of 
Bible prophecy. This eye-opening program offers you a perspective so badly needed in our  
confused world—the perspective of God’s Word. Visit us at ucg.org/beyond-today/daily!

American religious  
freedoms undermined

We reside in a culture of contraception. Suppos-
edly, in order to cope with the reality of our sin-

ful plight and its horrendous consequences, some 
liberal voices maintain that the real contraceptive 
scandal is that people are not using them more. As 
an article teaser in the London Times stated: “If we 
can’t stop teenagers having sex, we can stop them 
having babies. That means firing the contraceptive 
big guns” (“Hard Cases Mean Hard Choices. Like 
Implants,” Feb. 11, 2012).

Under provisions of Obamacare (the U.S. health 
insurance law put forward by the administration of 
President Barack Obama), the federal government 
will require that health-care coverage include con-
traceptives for the obvious purpose of birth control 
along with free sterilization and medications that can 
and will induce abortions.

A column drophead in The Economist boldly 
declared that “the president picks an unnecessary 
fight with the mighty Catholic Church” (“Obama’s 
‘War on Religion,’” Feb. 11, 2012). Official Roman 
Catholic doctrine opposes all of these practices, yet 

enterprises owned or controlled by the church (or by 
other religious institutions) would be compelled to pro-
vide employees with such coverage. Even if changed 
to having only insurance companies provide such cov-
erage, many insurers who are Catholic would be act-
ing against conscience. Moreover, all individuals are 
effectively being required to purchase such coverage.

Church officials regard these aspects of Obamacare 
as a direct attack on the religious freedoms guaranteed 
by the First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

And indeed, forcing the coverage of birth-control 
means in violation of people’s basic moral values 
is correctly viewed by a great many as blatantly 
unconstitutional. In fact, merely forcing individuals  
to enter into contract and pay for health insurance, 
whether independently or through their and employ-
ers, is deemed unconstitutional by a large part of the 
country—and the case is currently before the U.S. 
Supreme Court.

This matter, particularly the issue of government 
trampling over religious freedom, causes the grav-
est concern to many if not most American citizens. 
Furthermore, dressing up abortion by using such 
phrases as women “exercising their reproductive 
rights” is clearly repugnant to many with moral views 
based on the Bible.

The birth-control debate remains just one more 
aspect of the intense moral battle Americans are 
waging against each other along several fronts. Our 
free booklet The Ten Commandments spells out the 
behavior God requires of human beings. (Sources: 
The Economist, The Times [London].)

Syria’s part in  
a new Middle East

Former U.N. Secretary-General Kofi Annan 
pressed the embattled government of Syrian 

President Bashar Assad to accept a peace plan that 
would impose an immediate cease-fire between 
Assad’s forces and rebels, deliver humanitarian 
aid to Syria’s beleaguered people and force the 
government into dialogue with the opposition. The 
plan won endorsement of the U.N. Security Council, 
including Russia and China, who had blocked tough 
resolutions in the past. But Assad held firm, shell-
ing suburbs of the capital, Damascus” (“An End to 
Violence?” Time, April 2, 2012). Things may not stay 
this way, though.

The ultimate reformation or fall of Syria’s dicta-
tor and government is part of a greater geopolitical 
rearrangement. Who could have fathomed the fall 
of major players across the Middle East? First Iraq, 
then Egypt, followed by Libya, and now Syria’s Assad 
teeters on the cusp.

Certainly there could be operatives from different 
nations helping to depose longstanding governments. 
But secret ops can only do so much. Beyond this, 
random and extreme forces can change a planned 

strategy, negating the most brilliantly laid-out plans.
But there’s more. This world is presently ruled by 

great unseen forces under one referred to in the Bible 
as “the ruler of this world” and “the god of this age” 
(John 14:30; 2 Corinthians 4:4). This being, Satan 
the devil, who “deceives the whole world” (Revelation 
12:9), currently holds sway over the earth’s king-
doms (Matthew 4:8-9). Yet even he can’t do any-
thing without God allowing him to for the time being. 
God is the one who ultimately determines who rules: 
“He removes kings and raises up kings” (Daniel 
2:21). The ancient Babylonian emperor Nebuchad-
nezzar learned that God can bring down a ruler filled 
with pride (Daniel 4:32).

As mentioned elsewhere in this issue of The Good 
News, Scripture shows that a great Muslim confed-
eration will come to dominate the Middle East, its ruler 
identified in prophecy as “the king of the South” (see 
Daniel 11:40). The successive toppling of Mideast 
dictators, of which Syria’s leader may well end up a 
casualty, could be part of a domino effect precipitating 
the rise of the final king of the South.

In trouble: Bashar and Asma al-Assad of Syria

Forcing coverage of birth-control means 
in violation of people’s moral values is 
viewed by a many as unconstitutional.

China—an ominously 
powerful country

Niall Ferguson is a China watcher. During a 
recent interview with Philip Sherwell in The 

Sunday Telegraph, he “discussed a resurgent 
Chinese nationalism that ‘is almost intimidating 
in its intensity’ as the world undergoes a shift of 
financial and political power from West to East” 
(“China’s Got the Whole World in Its Hands,” 
March 11, 2012).

A key point from the interview was this: “Why 
does this matter for the rest of the world? For one 
thing, Ferguson sees unnerving echoes in that 
mixture of shrill nationalism and overseas ambi-
tion of Germany a century ago.”

The piece continued, “China is already devour-
ing two-fifths of the world’s coal, zinc, aluminium 
and copper.” It further noted that the country has 
£2 trillion in reserve and is the West’s largest 
creditor—owning a substantial share of Ameri-
can debt. It also pointed out that China’s economic 
output may surpass the United States by 2016.

Militarily, as various news sources reported in 
early March, Beijing’s plans include an increase 
in defense funds of 11.2 percent. This comes 
at the same time that the United States fore-
sees major cuts in manpower and conventional 
armaments—and also apparently wants to cut 
its nuclear weaponry substantially.

To understand what truly underlies America’s 
geopolitical preeminence slipping away, request 
or download our free booklets The United States 
and Britain in Bible Prophecy and You Can Under-
stand Bible Prophecy. (Sources: The Sunday 
Telegraph, Associated Press, Reuters.)

“
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ran could once again determine the out-
come of the U.S. presidential election. 
It happened in 1980. It could happen in 
2012.

Prior to 1979 Iran was an ally of the 
United States, using its military power to 
take care of Western interests in the Persian 
Gulf. Then, early in 1979, the pro-Western 
Shah of Iran was overthrown, and Iran’s 
monarchy was replaced by a revolution-
ary theocratic state under the direct rule of 
Islamic ayatollahs.

During the upheaval of the revolution, 
American embassy staff were held hostage 
by revolutionaries in contravention of all 
international norms and agreements. Their 
captivity lasted 444 days. After failed 
attempts to negotiate a release, the U.S. 
military attempted a rescue in April 1980. 
The mission failed—with the loss of eight 
American lives and two military aircraft.

This military venture and the failed nego-
tiations over a long period contributed to 
the defeat of President Jimmy Carter in the 
1980 U.S. presidential election.

Carter was perceived as weak in the face 
of Iranian intransigence, while the one who 
defeated him, Ronald Reagan, was seen as 
being willing to do whatever was necessary 
to end the hostage situation without further 
American humiliation. It was no coinci-
dence that the Iranians released the hos-
tages only minutes after Reagan was sworn 
in as the new U.S. president.

Today, the current U.S. president, Barack 
Obama, is perceived by some as weak on Iran. 
While the Iranians move toward acquiring 
nuclear weapons, and Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu warns of the growing 
threat to both Israel and the West from Iran, 
President Obama has strengthened sanc-
tions but has seemingly done little to meet 

the danger of a nuclear-armed Iran.
That, or other developments with Iran, 

could have significant impact on the com-
ing U.S. election in November—and on the 
world at large. 

Oil access and fuel prices
If Iran attacks Israel or a U.S. target in 

the Middle East in the months ahead, it 
could powerfully influence the American 
election. The same would be true if Israel 
attacks Iran. Even continued unease could 
influence the outcome of the election, as 
instability raises the international price of 
oil, increasing the cost at the pump, a major 
issue in American politics.

Higher fuel prices means everything 
is going up, especially food. (Ironically, 
neither gasoline nor food is included in the 
official U.S. inflation figures, as both are 
considered seasonal.)

Iran has repeatedly threatened to block 
the narrow Strait of Hormuz, through which 
about 20 percent of the world’s oil is trans-
ported in giant tankers. All it would take is 
attacks on a few to cause insurance costs to 
skyrocket, likely bringing shipping to a halt 
in that area. Of course, this would automati-
cally spike the price of oil around the world, 
inevitably contributing to global economic 
chaos and possible worldwide recession.

The New York Times reports: “Iran and 
the West have been at odds over its nuclear 
program for years. But the dispute has 
picked up steam since November 2011, with 
new findings by international inspectors, 
tougher sanctions by the United States and 
Europe, threats by Iran to shut the Strait of 
Hormuz to oil shipments and Israel [hav-
ing] signaled increasing readiness to attack 
Iran’s nuclear facilities” (“Iran’s Nuclear 
Program,” March 8, 2012).

And a recent article in Newsweek high-
lighted the fact that Iran, battling interna-
tional sanctions against the country, has  
hit back by imposing its own sanctions 
on six European countries. Europe is 
more dependent on Iranian oil than the 
United States, though any negative effect 
on Europe would also impact the United 
States, as the world price of oil determines 
U.S. gasoline prices.

Interestingly, Iran’s sanctions were 
imposed on France and five of the so-called 
PIIGS (Portugal, Ireland, Italy, Greece 
and Spain)—countries already struggling 
to cope in the eurozone debt crisis. The 
article, written by Harvard history pro-
fessor and noted author Niall Ferguson, 
speculated that Iran’s goal is to bring these 
countries down, which would have a ripple 
effect globally, toppling the international 
economic system:

“Energy dependency has geopolitical 
consequences—like reducing your leverage 
in any row with an oil exporter. If even the 
rumor of an Iranian export ban could send 
the price of oil above $120 a barrel, what 
would a full-scale showdown between Iran 
and Israel do? Answer: it would inflict yet 
more economic misery on Europe, which 
gives Brussels a big incentive to avoid such 
a showdown” (“Iran Uses European Oil 
Dependence as Blackmail on Nukes,” Feb. 
20, 2012).

Iran’s widespread influence
While the West is preoccupied with the 

impact Iran’s nuclear program could have 
on Western countries and Israel, nations in 
the Middle East have wider concerns, going 
back over 13 centuries.

While most Muslims are of the Sunni 
branch of Islam, most Iranians are of 
the Shia branch. The feud between these 
branches goes back to the seventh cen-
tury. As Shiites are a minority, an Iranian 
nuclear power would, at last, give them the 
upper hand over the majority Sunnis.

This possibility is leading Sunni Muslim 

More than 30 years ago, Iran’s theocratic regime influenced the 
result of the U.S. presidential election. Once again, Iran is set to be 
a major factor in an American election.  by Melvin Rhodes

Will Iran Again Influence 
a U.S. Presidential election? 

A guide to understanding events that are shaping our world and future

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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nations in the Middle East such as Saudi 
Arabia and Egypt to contemplate nuclear 
weapons of their own to deter an Iranian 
attack. In an extremely volatile region, 
the existence of multiple nuclear powers 
may well, in a short period of time, lead to 
nuclear war.

Iran is not isolated among Islamic 
nations. The Iranians dominate an arc of 
countries that extends both northwest of 
Iran and eastward. It now includes Iraq, 
which has a majority Shia population—a 

population previously kept under control by 
its late president Saddam Hussein, a nomi-
nal but mostly irreligious Sunni Arab. The 
new democratic system established by U.S. 
and coalition nations resulted in the major-
ity Shia gaining dominance. And they  
naturally look to fellow Shiites in Iran. 

Saddam Hussein had also kept Iran 
in check in the region. His removal and 
the long war in Iraq have resulted in Iran 
emerging as a much stronger regional 
power—one of the worst possible outcomes 
for the West.

Syria’s beleaguered regime is dominated 
by the minority Alawites, a sect of Shia 
Islam. In the current crisis, Iran naturally 
supports the status quo. If President Bashar 
al-Assad is overthrown, it is likely that a 
majority Sunni government would replace 
him. This would go against Iran’s inter-
ests and sever its land connection with 
Hezbollah, a terrorist group it sponsors in 
Lebanon. Iran also supports and influences 
Hamas, a terrorist group that operates in the 
West Bank and rules Gaza. Hezbollah and 
Hamas are virulently anti-Israel.

In the other direction, Iran’s influence 

extends to Afghanistan and Pakistan. 
Indeed, in February, the leaders of all three 
countries met. As the latter two are theoreti-
cally U.S. allies in the war against radical 
Islamists, their meeting should be a serious 
warning to the United States. The meet-
ing was given little attention by American 
media.

Furthermore, Iran’s influence is not 
limited to the Middle East. It extends to 
Venezuela and Cuba, close neighbors of the 
United States. There has even been specula-

tion that Iran intends to aim its first nuclear 
devices at America’s East Coast, launching 
missiles from one of the two countries.

And Iran’s increased military power has 
support from two old enemies of the United 
States—Russia and China. Any action 
against Iran by the United States could 
result in a clash with either one or both of 
these nations.

With all this in mind, it’s surprising that 
Iran isn’t the number one issue in the U.S. 
election. Of course, there’s still time for that 
to happen. While the economy is the top 
issue in the United States right now, when 
Iran impacts the U.S. economy in a bigger 
way it could have a major impact on the 
election. If, for example, gas rose to $5 a 
gallon (approximately $1.25 per liter), the 
psychological blow could greatly influence 
the vote.

(As this magazine is an international 
magazine, it should be stated that $1.25 per 
liter would be the envy of most consumers 
around the world. On a recent visit to the 
United Kingdom, I noticed that the price 
was closer to $2.25 or £1.40 a liter—about 
$9.00 per U.S. gallon—an amount likely to 

increase further with the growing tension 
in the Middle East. European countries are 
already in recession—and any increase in 
the price of oil could tip them into a deeper 
economic crisis.)

Of course, President Obama’s perceived 
failure to deal with Iran thus far would not 
be the only way Iran could factor into the 
U.S. election. If he decides to take military 
action against Iran shortly before the elec-
tion, as some maintain he will, that might 
sway the vote his way—many Americans 
being wary of “changing horses in mid-
stream,” as the saying goes. There is, how-
ever, no evidence as yet of such a strategy 
on his part.

A coming Mideast clash 
As detailed in our free booklet The 

Middle East in Bible Prophecy, the Bible 
foretells the coming clash of “the king of 
the South,” from what is today the Islamic 
world, and “the king of the North,” leader 
of a revived Roman Empire composed of a 
union of nations centered in Europe.

Daniel 11:40 prophesies, “At the time of 
the end the king of the South shall attack 
him; and the king of the North shall come 
against him like a whirlwind, with chariots, 
horsemen, and with many ships . . .” The 
“time of the end” referred to is the period 
immediately prior to Christ’s return. The 
wording here, written in Aramaic in the 
sixth century before Christ, implies a major 
military force hitting back at the territory  
of the king of the South.

The North is portrayed as responding 
to an action of the South. The king of the 
South will “attack” the North or, as the 
King James Version of the Bible renders 
this, “push at” the North.

The “push” may imply something other 
than a direct military attack on Europe. It 
could be terrorist actions. Or it could be an 
economic threat. Blocking the Strait of Hor-
muz or otherwise choking off the West’s 
oil supplies would certainly come into this 
category. Europe is far more dependent on 
Middle Eastern oil than the United States. 
It’s also possible that American reluctance 
to take needed military action could be a 
cause leading to European intervention. 

This is not meant to identify Iran as the 
king of the South—for the southern power 
may well rise from the majority Sunni Arab 
nations. Yet Iranian actions could be a  
catalyst for this.

Continuing in Daniel 11, the prophet 
states, “. . . and he [the king of the North] 
shall enter the countries, overwhelm them, 

A guide to understanding events that are shaping our world and future

On Nov. 4, 1979, an Iranian mob took over the U.S. embassy in Tehran, taking hostage 52 Ameri-
cans whom they held for 444 days—crippling U.S. President Jimmy Carter’s reelection chances. 
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Why is it that the Middle East 
so often dominates our head-
lines? It’s not only the birth-
place of three major religions, 
but also the home of ancient 
hostilities and hatreds and 
the source of the lifeblood of 
the world’s economy—oil. How will all these fac-
tors play out in the end time? You need to know! 
Request or download your free copy of The Middle 
East in Bible Prophecy today! 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

and pass through. He shall also enter the 
Glorious Land, and many countries shall be 
overthrown” (verses 40-41). 

The North’s counterstrike leads to forces 
of this European leader invading and occu-
pying various nations of the Middle East. 
The “Glorious Land” is another term for the 
Holy Land.

When asked, “What sign will there be 
when these things are about to take place?” 
(Luke 21:7), Jesus told His disciples, 
“When you see Jerusalem surrounded by 
armies, then know that its desolation is 
near” (verse 20).

Jerusalem is at the heart of Bible proph-
ecy. It has been well-documented that Iran’s 
leadership is intent on destroying the nation 
of Israel, and various other Muslim leaders 
have proclaimed this desire this as well. 
Bible prophecy shows that Jerusalem will 
be at the very center of the end-time events 
that lead to Christ’s return.

In a prophecy about this period of time, 
God spoke these words through the prophet 
Zechariah: “For I will gather all the nations 
to battle against Jerusalem” (Zechariah 
14:2). And also: “Behold I will make 
Jerusalem a cup of drunkenness to all the 
surrounding peoples, when they lay siege 
against Judah and Jerusalem. And it shall 
happen in that day that I will make Jeru-
salem a very heavy stone for all peoples” 
(Zechariah 12:2-3).

The reference to “a cup of drunken-
ness” shows that nations will be irrational 
and unpredictable in their manic desire to 
destroy the Jewish nation of Israel. This 
describes accurately the insanity of the Ira-
nian regime—an intent few in the West can 
fully appreciate.

Leaders seeking global conflict   
The theocratic nature of this Islamic state 

needs to be better understood by Western 
nations.

The hatred and self-destructive tendency 
in the leadership is tied in with the expecta-
tion of the return of the 12th imam of Shia 
Islam, who is destined to lead the Muslim 
faith. About 85 percent of Shia Muslims are 
Twelvers. They expect the imminent return 
of the 12th imam, who disappeared in the 
ninth century. Many believe that they must 
stir up trouble in the world to hasten his 
return. Western countries are not dealing 
with a rational power when they deal with 
Iran’s current leadership.

It’s interesting to note that Twelvers are 
expecting the return of the 12th imam, the 
Mahdi or “[divinely] guided one,” a mes-
sianic figure, at the same time that conser-
vative Christians are expecting the second 
coming of their Messiah, Jesus Christ. 
Twelvers believe the Mahdi will work with 
Jesus—whom they consider to be a Muslim 
who will force Christians to convert to 

Islam—to establish a just and perfect  
universal society.

It should be clear to all that Iran is set 
on an intransigent course and cannot be 
dealt with in the same way other nations are 
treated. Whether or not Iran attacks Israel 
or the East Coast of the United States, or 
simply continues to stir up trouble as oppor-
tunity presents itself, remains to be seen. 
But increased tension is likely, and Israel or 
the United States may take military action 
in the shrinking window of time before Iran 
acquires nuclear capability.

Whatever the case, Iran’s theocratic 
regime could turn out once again to be a 
powerful factor in this year’s U.S. presiden-
tial election.  GN  

World News & Prophecy

How Can You Understand the 

Rapidly Changing World Scene?
The staff that produces The Good News magazine obviously plays no role in 

determining either Israeli or American foreign policy. We have no crystal ball 
to foresee day-to-day or month-to-month occurrences. What we do bring to our 
readers is basic prophetic insight, based on the Bible, making assessment of 
significant global events and trends much easier.

We are well aware that today’s news indicates that our world may be on the 
edge of economic and political chaos. Earlier this year, an article in Fortune 
magazine on a different subject stated: “Too much is happening in the world. 
Politically, economically, and culturally momentous news is occurring on every 
continent seemingly every day, and it’s overwhelming for the hapless citizen 
striving to stay on top of it all” (Geoff Colvin, “A World in Chaos? That May Be a 
Good Thing,” Jan. 23, 2012).

An important role of The Good News is to help readers separate the wheat 
from the chaff in implementing Jesus Christ’s instructions of Luke 21:36: 
“Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape 
all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
This is part of the end-time prophecy Christ gave on the Mount of Olives outside 
Jerusalem. It summarizes the traumatic events that will take place prior to His 
second coming.

Between one fourth and one third of the Bible is prophecy. If we choose to 
ignore or seriously neglect such an extensive portion of God’s Word, we are 

depriving ourselves of crucial understanding of our modern world. After all, the 
prophet Amos did tell us, “Surely the Lord God does nothing, unless He reveals 
His secret to His servants the prophets” (Amos 3:7).

Today we have the prophets and Christ’s apostles as well as the prophetic 
sayings of Christ Himself in the Gospel accounts. The apostle Peter wanted 
Christians to “be mindful of the words which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandments of us the apostles of the Lord and Savior”  
(2 Peter 3:2, emphasis added). Portions of the apostolic writings were prophetic, 
including of course the book of Revelation.

For many years The Good News has been analyzing and explaining the chang-
ing world scene in the light of Bible prophecy, focusing in particular on three 
major prophesied trends—ongoing unrest in the Middle East setting the stage 
for a final devastating war, the rise of a new superpower centered in Europe, and 
the moral, spiritual, economic and geopolitical decline of the United States and 
the major English-speaking nations.  

It’s no coincidence that all three regularly dominate our headlines. All were 
long ago foretold as key developments reshaping our world before the return 
of Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords to usher in the coming 
Kingdom of God—another key message regularly emphasized in the pages 
of The Good News.

—John Ross Schroeder and Scott Ashley
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ith the shifting sands of the 
Middle East and North Africa, 
the United States appears to 
be losing its ability to shape 
events in the region. Things are 

certainly looking bad for the state of Israel. 
In fact, with so many contending over this 
region, things are looking bleaker and more 
dangerous for everyone.

Last year’s so-called “Arab Spring” saw 
dissident groups of vastly different overall 
aims coming together to remove dictatorial 
regimes. But that temporary unity based  
on sharing a common enemy is already 
beginning to unravel.

Where are the geopolitical changes in the 
region headed? Let’s consider five factors 

underlying the major power shifts underway.

Islamists dominate newly elected parliaments

Post-uprising elections have swept 
political Islamists into office. These have 
garnered the vast majority of seats in par-
liaments in Tunisia, Egypt, Morocco and 
Kuwait.

The same will likely occur in the up-
coming Libyan elections, where Islamist 
strains run through almost all parties. And 
Yemen’s new Muslim president will likely 
be joined by Islamists coming to power in 
parliamentary elections.

Egypt’s presidential elections scheduled 
for May 23 and 24 may see the Islamists’ 
newfound political power in parliament at 

work as kingmakers push for their selected 
candidate. Furthermore, Islamists in parlia-
ment are determined to curtail the presi-
dent’s powers in the next constitution, giv-
ing more say in the running of the country 
to the legislature they now dominate.

(The interim caretaker prime minister 
and cabinet the military rulers installed are 
expected to relinquish power this summer. 
But the diminishing of the military’s power 
in dominating the government is expected 
to be a gradual process.)

In Egypt and elsewhere Islamists are 
winning because they have the most orga-
nized networks to mobilize voters, are  
the most trusted public or political groups, 
and have a track record of challenging 
oppressive or autocratic regimes.

Muslim Brotherhood offshoots in Libya 
and Syria, where they have suffered per-
secution from the government for decades, 
recently established political parties in 
anticipation of future elections.

Cairo-based journalist John Bradley, 
author of After the Arab Spring: How Isla-
mists Hijacked the Middle East Revolutions 
(2012), argues that the Islamist groups that 
have taken power in the Middle East are 
here to stay—with dire prospects for liberal 
democracy anywhere in the region. Asked 
in Zócalo Public Square online magazine 
whether some Islamist groups have already 
peaked, giving room for secular agendas to 
grow in the future, he responded:

“The opposite is true. It’s secularism  
and liberalism that have peaked in the Arab 
world. Remember, [Iraq’s] Saddam Hussein 
was a secularist, as was [Yemen’s] Ali 
Abdullah Saleh, [Egypt’s] Hosni Mubarak, 
[Libya’s] Colonel Gaddafi, and [Tunisia’s] 
Ben Ali. It’s therefore not difficult to under-
stand why most Arabs now associate secular-
ism and liberalism with corruption, torture, 
tyranny, poverty, and a lack of dignity . . . 
That’s the vacuum now being filled by politi-
cal Islam. What will happen in the long-term 
nobody can predict. But the medium-term 
belongs to the Islamists” (“What Moderate 
Islamism?” March 4, 2012).

This does not bode well for the West in 

As America pulls out of wars in Iraq and Afghanistan, other powers 
are rushing in to fill the vacuum. Domestic, regional and global forces 
are all vying for influence. Where are events in the ever-volatile Middle 
East headed? by Rod Hall

Who Will Dominate  
the Middle East?
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Massive crowds protested in Tahrir Square, Cairo, in early 2011 to demand change—and they got it. 
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general and Israel in particular. Islamists 
in general are more hostile than secularists 
to peace with Israel and are supportive of 
Hamas, the terror organization now governing 
the Gaza Strip.

Sunni Crescent vs. Shiite Crescent
Regional geopolitics pit the powerful 

“Sunni Crescent” led by Turkey, Saudi 
Arabia, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates 
against the beleaguered 
“Shiite Crescent” 
states—Iran, Iraq and 
Lebanon.

Barry Rubin, director 
of global research in the 
International Affairs 
Center in Israel, sizes up 
the strategic battle for 
influence in The Jeru-
salem Post: “The new 
Middle East strategic 
battle is heating up, and 
this is only the start. It 
has nothing to do with 
Israel and everything 
to do with two more 
serious lines of battle: 
Arabs versus Persians 
[of Iran] and Sunni ver-
sus Shia Muslims . . .

“The real struggle is 
over who will control 
each Muslim major-
ity country and who is 
going to lead the Middle 
East . . . The Sunni Arab 
position was stated very 
clearly by Amr Moussa, 
a veteran Arab nationalist 
and candidate for Egypt’s presidency: ‘(The) 
Arab Middle East will not be run by Iran or 
Turkey’” (“The Region: The New Middle 
East’s Internal Divisions,” March 4, 2012).

Rubin later clarifies what is emerging: 
“What we are seeing again, for the first time 
in three decades . . . is an Egyptian bid to 
lead the Arabic-speaking world and even the 
whole region. On this point, Egyptian left-
ists, nationalists and Islamists are united.

“And in the first round, the battle over 
control of the Palestinian Islamist group 
Hamas, which rules the Gaza Strip, Egypt 
won and Iran lost.” (See “Hamas’ Shifting 
Allegiance Reflects New Mideast Dynam-
ics” on page 19.)

Egypt is the largest Arab country, with 
a population of 83 million, and has long 
had a major influence on the region. Now 

that Islamists have won 72 percent of the 
seats in the lower house and nearly as many 
in the upper, this fundamentalist orienta-
tion will likely be a major influence on the 
growing number of Islamic governments in 
the region.

Regional geopolitical jockeying
As Hamas and Egypt push for regional 

influence, other regional players are doing 
the same. In its annual forecast, the global 
intelligence service Stratfor (Strategic Fore-
casting) pointed out that Iran, Turkey and 
Saudi Arabia are involved in a dance for 
dominance in the shifting political sands  
of the region:

“Iran’s efforts to expand its influence will 
be the primary issue for the Middle East in 
2012. The U.S. military withdrawal from 
Iraq has rendered Iran the pre-eminent 
military power in the Persian Gulf . . . Tur-
key, Iran’s natural regional counterweight, 
is rising steadily, albeit slowly” (“Annual 
Forecast 2012,” Jan. 20, 2012).

Turkey, the report states, will continue 
to face significant challenges to its regional 
ascendency due to instability near its bor-
ders. It continues its efforts to mold an 

opposition in Syria, counterbalance Ira-
nian sway in Iraq and influence the rise of 
political Islamists, particularly in Egypt 
and Syria. But analysts don’t see it making 
much headway.

Stratfor also explains how Iran affects 
Saudi Arabia’s push for regional domi-
nance: “Iran’s regional expansion will be 
felt most deeply by Saudi Arabia. The Saudi 
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In addition to the regional forces vying for dominance in the Middle 
East, the Arab Spring has sparked a global tussle as well—particularly 
between the United States, Russia and China.
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royals now doubt that the United States 
has the ability or the willingness to fully 
guarantee Riyadh’s interests. Adding to 
Saudi Arabia’s vulnerabilities, the Gulf 
Cooperation Council states fear that if Iran 
is not contained within Iraq, it will exploit 
continued Shiite unrest in Bahrain and in 
Saudi Arabia’s Shia-concentrated, oil-rich 
Eastern Province.”

Saudi Arabia is leading efforts to shore 
up and consolidate the defenses of Gulf 
Cooperation Council members to try to 
ward off the threat posed by Iran. But those 
efforts will not be a sufficient replacement 
for America’s role as a security guarantor.

Stratfor goes on to examine the tug-
of-war underway in Iraq and Syria: “The 
effects of Iran’s expansion efforts will be 
most visible in Iraq and Syria. In Iraq, 
Iran’s main challenge is to consolidate Shi-
ite power among several competing groups.

“As Iraq’s fractured Shiite leadership 
tries to solidify its influence with Iranian 
support, Iraq’s Sunni and Kurdish factions 
increasingly will be put on the defensive. 

This ethno-sectarian struggle and the 
security vacuum created by the U.S. with-
drawal will degrade Iraq’s overall security 
conditions.

“Meanwhile, Turkey will attempt to 
contain the spread of Iranian influence in 
northern Iraq by building up political, eco-
nomic, military and intelligence assets.”

The fight in Syria is really two contests 
in one. It’s a struggle between Syrians over 
the nature of their government and society, 
but it’s also a regional rivalry between Iran 
and its adversaries, as Stratfor explains:

“In Syria, the ultimate goal of Saudi 
Arabia, Turkey and the United States will 
be to disrupt Iran’s Shiite arc of influence 
by trying to crack Syrian President Bashar 
al Assad’s regime. However, without direct 
foreign military intervention, the Syrian 
regime is unlikely to collapse.”

Even the normally feeble 22 nations 
of the Arab League took unprecedented 
actions in calling for the Assad regime to 
leave and hosted a “Friends of Syria” meet-
ing to try to gain support for boycotts and 

possible military assistance.
The League pushed hard for a resolution 

from the United Nations Security Council 
calling on Assad to step aside, but even a 
watered-down version calling for a cease-
fire and talks was blocked by Russia and 
China.

Also, Turkey, Saudi Arabia and Jordan 
are all calling on Assad to go. But as of 
this writing they remain ambivalent about 
direct military action, although Saudi Ara-
bia is providing some arms to the rebels.

Syria’s ties to Iran complicate its status  
in the Middle East’s power balance. The 
two countries are commercial partners, 
have signed a mutual defense agreement 
and in the past have supported the terror 
groups Hezbollah and Hamas, which act 
against Israel. As pointed to above, the tie 
to Iran is undoubtedly a major factor in the 
Arab states calling for Assad’s departure.

Unlike the other Arab Spring uprisings, 
Syria’s rebels do not reflect a sweeping 
cross-culture movement. There is still a 
large segment of the populace remaining 

E gypt’s new parliament is already 
changing the Egyptians’ relation-

ships with their neighbors across their 
northern border—Israel and the terror-
ist organization Hamas, which runs the 
Gaza Strip and is vehemently opposed to 
Israel’s existence. Hamas has been act-
ing as a proxy for Iran, a Persian Shiite 
state, but being an offshoot of Egypt’s 
Muslim Brotherhood it is Sunni Arab and 
identifies more with the Arab world.

Now Hamas is trying to take full 
advantage of the changes in Egypt and 
the rise of Islamists in the region. It is 
trying to present itself as a pragmatic 
and reconcilable political alternative 
to the Fatah party, which controls the 
West Bank. There is an ongoing strug-
gle between the two for leadership of the recently 
formed Palestinian unity government.

Hamas is trying to be a resistance movement, 
reform agent and loyal opposition to Fatah all at the 
same time. It is working to bolster its relationships 
with Egypt, Jordan and Saudi Arabia.

But there is still division in the ranks. For exam-
ple, some leaders recently said that in the event of 
a war between Iran and Israel, Hamas would not 
back Tehran. But a few days later Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Zahar refuted that statement, saying 
that Hamas would respond “with utmost power” to 
any “Zionist war on Iran.”

Time magazine reports on changes underway 
in the organization: “[The Feb. 28] announcement 
that the Hamas leadership has officially relocated 
from [Iran-aligned] Damascus, and its public dec-
larations of support for the Syrian rebels, suggest 
a dramatic political break with Iran—and with it 
the end of any illusion Tehran might have harbored 
of exerting influence in the new revolutionary Arab 
mainstream . . .

“Hamas’ options and prospects have been 
altered by the revolutionary tide that has swept 
aside some key Arab autocracies and empowered 
Muslim Brotherhood organizations that remain 

Hamas’ natural political kin. The Pales-
tinian public is solidly behind the Syrian 
rebellion, in which the Muslim Brother-
hood is a key element” (“Hamas Sig-
nals Break With Iran, but Is That Good 
for Israel?” Feb. 29, 2012).

George Washington University pro-
fessor Nathan Brown, an expert on 
Arab politics, has a commentary at the 
website of the Carnegie Endowment 
for International Peace with the title “Is 
Hamas Mellowing?” (Jan. 17, 2012).
He writes:  

“Over the past few weeks, as Pales-
tinian reconciliation efforts have inched 
forward, some of Hamas’s leaders 
have provoked interest by apparently 
staking out new positions. They have 

not only agreed to enter the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO), thus participating in a body 
that signed the Oslo Accords with Israel, a pact the 
group has long opposed [since it means ultimately 
recognizing the Jewish state], but also committed 
themselves to ‘popular resistance,’ an alternative 
to the armed activity through which the group 
gained international notoriety.

“But for every tentative step by one leader, there 
is a restatement of old positions—sometimes in 
very pugnacious form—by another. What is hap-
pening to the movement? Is Hamas mellowing? No. 
Or at least not yet.”

Hamas’ Shifting Allegiance Reflects New Mideast Dynamics

Hamas campaigns for political power in Ramallah in the West Bank.
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loyal to Assad, so the fighting is likely to be 
protracted.

Writing in Foreign Policy, journalist 
Nir Rosen explains the Islamic base of the 
revolt in Syria: “Syria’s uprising is not a 
secular one. Most participants are devout 
Muslims inspired by Islam. By virtue of 
Syria’s demography most of the opposi-
tion is Sunni Muslim and often come from 
conservative areas. The death of the Arab 
left means religion has assumed a greater 
role in daily life throughout the Middle 
East” (“Islamism and the Syrian Uprising,” 
March 8, 2012).

Big stakes for the big powers
In addition to the regional forces vying 

for dominance in the Middle East, the Arab 
Spring has sparked a global tussle as well. 
It has become a springboard for big-power 
geopolitics among the world’s greatest mili-
tary powers—America, Russia and China.

Two decades after the collapse of the 
Soviet Union, the West has yet to adjust to 
the post-Soviet reality, and Russia has not 
settled on its relationship with the rest of 
the world. And China’s growing economic 
and military prowess means it has a greater 
need for vital Middle East oil but also the 
means to secure what it needs.

Syria has emerged as a key battleground 
for a Cold War–style tug-of-war between 
these powers. Russia sent warships to  
discourage foreign intervention in Syria. 
China has sent emissaries to Syria to try to 
broker a cease-fire deal and is being drawn 
more deeply into Iran’s confrontation with 
the West. And America has less and less 
influence in the region.

Syria is often called Russia’s last remain-
ing ally in the Middle East. The relationship 
between them goes back four decades. It 
formed the centerpiece of the Soviet posi-
tion in the region during the Cold War, the 
Soviets then equipping and training the 
Syrian military.

Moscow today continues to arm and 
politically shield the Assad regime. The 
Russians are intent on keeping their only 
military base outside the old Soviet Union 
in Syria’s Mediterranean port of Tartus. In 
addition, Russia is thought to have major 
economic interests in Syria, including arms 
contracts and plans for nuclear energy 
cooperation.

But America seems equally determined 
to see a pro-Western regime in Damascus. 
This has created diplomatic tensions with 
Russia and China who oppose measures 
that could lead to military intervention or 

forced regime change in Syria.
Russia sent at least three guided missile 

frigates—reportedly loaded with anti-
aircraft and anti-ship missiles—to Syria. 
Russia’s main interest in blocking UN sanc-
tions against the Assad regime is to prevent 
NATO intervention in Syria and to keep the 
country in its sphere of influence.

The threat of nuclear attack  
and proliferation

Just as Russia’s approach to the Middle 

East is at a turning point, Iran seems as 
determined as ever to move ahead with its 
nuclear program in defiance of America, 
Israel and the rest of the West—and the 
broader world. Even Russia and China 
oppose Iran getting a nuclear weapon.

Iranian society 33 years ago was steeped 
in revolutionary fervor. Today it suffers 
from revolutionary fatigue. This is one rea-
son Iran’s 2009 uprising did not have the 
same durability as the popular uprisings 
that have unsettled and unseated numerous 
Arab dictatorships. People may aspire for 
revolutionary ends, but there’s no romanti-
cism about it and a limited appetite for it.

Iran has been a quasi-theocracy since the 
Islamic Revolution of 1979. It has been at 

odds with America and the West for much 
of that time.

Israel sees the prospect of a nuclear Iran 
that calls for its annihilation as an exis-
tential threat. Israeli leaders maintain that 
a decision to strike Iranian nuclear facili-
ties will have to occur by the time Iran is 
on the verge of shielding these facilities 
from attack—what they call the “zone of 
immunity.”

Some experts oppose an attack because 
they claim that even a successful strike 

would, at best, delay Iran’s nuclear program 
for only a few years.

Many experts believe the greatest threat 
associated with the Iranian nuclear program 
is that it might trigger a regional nuclear 
arms race that would be deeply destabiliz-
ing and would dramatically increase the 
risk of a weapon falling into irresponsible 
or fanatical hands.

The president of the United States, 
Barack Obama, has said that nothing is off 
the table when it comes to preventing Iran 
from developing a nuclear weapon.

But Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, after meeting with Obama, 
acknowledged that differences still exist 
in the Israeli and American timetables for 

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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Syria has emerged as a key battleground for a Cold War–
style tug-of-war. Russia sent warships to discourage 
foreign intervention in Syria. China has sent emissaries  
to Syria to try to broker a cease-fire deal. And America 
has less and less influence in the region.

The guided missile destroyer Admiral Chabanenko was part of the Russian navy flotilla that visited Syria.
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contending with the Iranian nuclear pro-
gram, as reported by The New York Times:

“Mr. Netanyahu reiterated the point he 
had sought to make forcefully in Wash-
ington: that if Iran did not change course, 
Israel, which considers a nuclear Iran a 
threat to its existence, would not allow 
itself to be in a position where its fate was 
left in others’ hands” (“Netanyahu Says 
U.S. and Israeli ‘Clocks’ Differ on Iran’s 
Threat,” March 9, 2012).

Negotiation efforts are underway to try 
to come to a diplomatic solution. The six-
power talks with Iran include the United 
States, Russia, China, France, Britain and 
Germany. Obama was hoping talks would 
help quiet the “drums of war.” But others 
think the Iranians’ agreement to these talks 
is just a false show of cooperation while 
their nuclear development still goes on.

Reuters news agency reports on the U.S. 
stance: “‘Military action is the last alter-
native when all else fails,’ [U.S. Defense 
Secretary Leon] Panetta told the annual 
policy conference of the biggest U.S. pro-
Israel lobbying group, AIPAC. ‘But make 
no mistake, when all else fails, we will 
act’” (“Obama Says New Iran Talks Should 
Calm ‘Drums of War,’” March 6, 2012).

Regional transformation will lead  
to what is foretold 

What all this adds up to is that these 
multilayered shifting sands of domestic, 
regional and global forces blowing through 
the Middle East and North Africa are 
changing the region more dramatically than 
at any time in the last half century.

The factors underlying the major power 
shifts carry long-term effects, creating a 
dramatically different Middle East than 
what this generation has known.

And there’s another source to help us see 
what’s happening. Bible prophecy reveals 
how all these shifting forces will eventually 
play out.

The Arab Spring uprisings, in the short 
term, have focused the Arab world’s atten-
tion on the changes swirling around them 
and away from their longtime nemesis—
Israel. But, as prophecy lays out, the per-
sistent hatred of Israel will in the long run 
grow exponentially as Islamic influence 
grows. Prophecies indicate that a more 
united group of Arab nations, perhaps 
sparked by religious zeal, will focus their 
rekindled hostility toward Israel.

This hostility will grow to a major cre-
scendo leading to all-out war as we approach 
the end of this age. Psalm 83 contains an 

intriguing prophecy that shows a number 
of Middle Eastern countries forming a con-
federation of nations determined to cut off 
Israel from being a nation (verses 3-8).

Out of this region will arise a strong 
end-time leader Daniel the prophet calls 
“the king of the South”—successor to 
the ancient Greek rulers of Egypt (Daniel 
11:40). This ruler, probably backed by 
other Islamic nations joined in confederacy 
with him, will start the cascade of terrify-
ing events leading to a massive war with 
the power and ruler the Bible refers to as 
“the king of the North”—successor to the 
ancient Greek rulers of Syria. 

This power is synonymous with the final 
revival of the Roman Empire referred to in 
Scripture as the Beast—which will consist 
of a brief union of 10 nations (Revelation 
17:12-14). 

The forces of the North, Europe at this 
time, will sweep down through the Middle 
East in a major military counterattack that 
will overthrow the southern power and 
occupy key portions of the Middle East 
(Daniel 11:40-41). (See also “The Middle 
East: Focus of End-Time Bible Prophecy” 
beginning on page 8.)

Ultimately, however, this European 
power and other eastern forces arrayed 
against it will resist the return of Jesus 
Christ as coming King and will suffer utter 
defeat (Revelation 16:12-14; 17:14; 19:11-
21). (Our free booklet The Middle East in 
Bible Prophecy gives more details.)

In the meantime, Jesus tells all of us to 
stay on the alert to events heralding His 
coming (Matthew 24:42; Luke 21:36). One 
major indicator we should be watching for 
is the rise of a unifying force and leader in 
the Middle East. Keep your eyes and inter-
ests fastened on significant developments  
in this critically important region.  GN

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

Download or request your free 
copy of our booklet The Middle 
East in Bible Prophecy. It fo-
cuses on the fact that the Mid-
dle East region will be where 
the crucial events of end-time 
prophecy culminate. This eye-
opening booklet will give you a much clearer picture 
of where current trends are really headed. And be 
sure to read the section “What Should You Do?” 
on pages 74-75, which explains the steps you can  
personally take to ensure your own salvation. 

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

www.ucg.org

Who’s behind The Good News magazine? 
Many readers have wondered who 

we are and how we are able to provide The 
Good News free to all who request it. Simply 
put, The Good News is pro  vided by people—
people from all walks of life, from all over the 
world, as enabled by God. 

And those people have a common goal:  
to proclaim the gos pel of the coming 
Kingdom of God to all the world as a wit-
ness and to teach all nations to observe 
what Christ commanded (Matthew 24:14; 
28:19-20).

We are dedicated to proclaiming the same 
message Jesus Christ brought—the wonderful 
good news of the coming Kingdom of God  
(Matthew 4:23; Mark 1:14-15; Luke 4:43; 
8:1). That message truly is good news—the 
answer to all the problems that have long 
plagued humankind. Through the pages of The 
Good News, various booklets (also free) and our 
Beyond Today TV program, we show the bibli-
cal answers to the dilemmas that have defied 
human solution and threaten our very survival. 

We are committed to taking that message to 
the entire world, sharing the truth of God’s pur-
pose and plan for us as taught by Jesus Christ. 

The United Church of God has congregations 
and ministers around the world. In these con-
gregations believers assemble to be instructed 
from the Scriptures and to fellowship. For  
locations and times of services in your area, 
contact us at the appropriate address on page 
2. Visitors are always welcome.

For additional information, visit our website:
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or more than a generation the pub-
lishers of The Good News magazine 
have focused on Europe and the 

Middle East from the perspective of 
Bible prophecy. The scriptures of Rev-

elation 17 and 18 in particular have been 
applied to the developing European Union 
as a fulfillment of a revived Holy Roman 
Empire—symbolized as a “beast” with a 
woman riding its back, a union of politics 
and religion described as “Babylon the 
Great” that exists for a brief time. 

But with the latest economic crisis in 
Europe revealing fundamental flaws in the 
EU, is it time to reassess this explanation? 
Is it possible for Europe to become the kind 
of dominant power described in the Bible? 
Let’s take another look at what prophecy 
reveals and address this key question: 
Where will this system called “Babylon the 
Great” come from?

The strange prophecy

Revelation 17 describes the unusual 
vision the apostle John saw—an end-time 
power symbolized as a beast ridden by a 
woman. He saw a “great harlot who sits 
on many waters” (verse 1). In prophetic 
symbolism, the waters and seas here rep-
resent “peoples, multitudes, nations and 
languages” (verse 15, New International 
Version).

This woman rides on “a scarlet beast . . . 
full of names of blasphemy, having seven 
heads and ten horns.” On the woman’s fore-
head “a name was written: mystery, baby-
lon the great, the mother of harlots 
and of the abominations of the earth” 
(verses 1, 5). This woman is shown to have 
several unsavory attributes as she interacts 
with the Beast power and its peoples. John’s 

attention is fixed on the woman as he  
considers the wide range of her impact. 

Elsewhere in the book of Revelation, a 
woman is used to symbolize God’s people 
collectively—ultimately His true Church 

(compare Revelation 12:17; 19:7). Since the 
woman in chapter 17 is depicted as a prosti-
tute, it’s clear she represents not the faithful 
Church, but an apostate church or religious 
system.

Similarly, animals or beasts are pro-
phetically symbolic of human geopolitical 
powers—see, for example, Daniel 7, where 
different creatures prophetically represent 
the Babylonian, Medo-Persian, Greco-
Macedonian and Roman empires.

This woman, called Babylon the Great, 
is shown riding this enormous beast figure 
over a succession of epochs. The biblical 
symbolism here is of a church-state union, 
the woman representing a religious entity 
and the Beast a major geopolitical power. 

History shows the most potent and 
far-reaching combination of church-state 
power was that of the Holy Roman Empire. 
This complicated and longstanding empire 
began in Europe in the eighth century and 
lasted in various forms until the 19th. Its 
zenith came during the time of the Spanish 
Habsburg emperor Charles V. His empire 
not only covered much of Europe but also 
extended to North and South America. 

Symbols represent a coming end-time 
superpower

Revelation 17 shows the last revival of 
this political power. The 10 horns of the 
Beast represent rulers who for a short time 
give their power and authority to the Beast, 
which will both “make war with the Lamb,” 
the returning Jesus Christ, and turn and 
hate the harlot and “make her desolate and 
naked, [and] eat her flesh and burn her with 
fire” (verses 12-16). 

This woman is also described as “that 
great city which reigns over the kings of the 
earth” (verse 18). She is further identified as 
sitting on “seven hills” (verse 9, NIV). Only 
one city sits on seven hills, has “reign[ed] 
over kings of the earth” and is closely iden-
tified with a major religious system—Rome.

What we see described here is a power 
yet to arise in its final form on the world 
stage that exerts far-ranging political and 

The Coming of a New Babylon 
The European debt crisis still simmers. Are we seeing a geopolitical 
development long foretold in Bible prophecy emerging before our 
eyes? What exactly is occurring with this world crisis?   
by Beyond Today host Darris McNeely 

In the book of Revelation, 
a fallen woman is used 
to symbolize an apostate 
church or religious system. 
Similarly, animals or beasts 
are prophetically symbolic of 
human geopolitical powers.

Visit us at www.BeyondToday.TV
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religious influence over people in all 
nations and ethnic groups. 

When this system arises it will astound 
the world in a way no modern power has 
done. No other empire in modern times  
has combined military and economic 
power with the added element of religious 
influence and control as described here. 

The religious power, represented here 
as a fallen woman, has relations with “the 
kings of the earth” described as “fornica-
tion” (verse 2) or “sexual immorality” 
(English Standard Version). This immoral 
relationship, having no holy covenant of 
marriage, implies instability and faithless-
ness. It may seem good for the moment but 
never produces a satisfying relationship—
not least because often the partners are 
using each other for their own ends. 

This woman is also said to be “drunk 
with the blood of saints and with the blood 
of the martyrs of Jesus” (verse 6). Clearly 
this woman, while appearing to be noble, 
wise and wealthy, leaves a wake of human 
misery that cannot be covered over and 
excused with false righteousness. 

From where could this power arise?
Where do we find such a power develop-

ing in today’s world? 
Consider how our present world has been 

transformed just since World War II.
When it ended, two dominant powers 

stood astride the world—the Soviet Union 
and the United States. The German-led 
Axis powers that plunged the world into 
total war had been defeated. Subsequent 
years saw relations between the two great 
victors settle into a Cold War that came 
to an end in 1991 with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. Since then the United States 
has been the sole world superpower, albeit 
reluctantly. 

Since 9/11 America’s attention has been 
focused on the Middle East with near-
simultaneous invasions of Afghanistan and 
Iraq. The War on Terror has sapped Ameri-
can money, energy and morale. The out-
comes have been questionable at best, with 
U.S. troops now gone from Iraq and the last 
in Afghanistan waiting to be extracted. 

A recent killing rampage by an Ameri-
can soldier directed at Afghan citizens has 
heightened the tension on both sides with 
calls for an even quicker pullout of Ameri-
can soldiers. The psychological toll of the 
last decade is yet to be tallied.

The 2008 economic collapse and subse-
quent recession has also impacted Amer-
ica’s economic role in the world. If the 
United States cannot be counted on, some 
have reasoned, then prepare for a change. 
And make no mistake—change is coming.

The point to understand is this: America 
is the preeminent world power on which 
the present world order hinges. No one seri-
ously doubts or argues this. But the signs of 
power being shifted are growing ever more 
evident—and, again, no one can seriously 
deny this. 

America’s days as the controlling power 
in world circles are numbered. Bible 
prophecy is clear on this point. So with the 
sunset of American power, who will take 
its place?

Will it be Europe?
The European Union has been going 

through a major test of its viability with the 
Greek debt crisis. At stake is the viability 
of the entire EU project as it presently 
exists. Without a full economic union it has 
become clear that there is no true “union,” 
and without a unified fiscal policy con-
trolled by a central authority the present 
debt problems of the member states will 
inevitably continue. 

Germany is by far the strongest economy 
within Europe. Its fiscal stability has been 
the guarantee behind the financial firewall 
that is keeping the fragile EU together. No 
other EU member state can begin to take 
on this role—and that is the unspoken 
problem and fear. No one desires to see  
the present German economic dominance 
to advance to another stage of control. 

The crisis in Europe is still simmering. 
Greece has received a series of bailouts, not 
without pain. Spain, Italy and Austria have 
received credit downgrades. Democrati-
cally elected leaders have been replaced 
in some countries. German Chancellor 
Angela Merkel is being accused of lead-
ing Germany and Europe down the wrong 
path. What can be done? 

Germany is the leading manager of this 
crisis, and in truth is the one country that 
is responsible for the current situation. 
Germany pushed hard for the single cur-
rency but, like all other EU members, did 
not want to give up sovereignty to another 
authority. The result was a single currency, 
the euro, without effective political union. 

What some predicted more than 10 years 
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The biblical book of Revelation 
is filled with puzzling symbols 
and images. What does it all 
mean? Is there any way to 
find out? The publishers of The 
Good News have produced a 
free booklet to help you un-
derstand what this mysterious book is all about. 
Request or download your free copy of The Book of 
Revelation Unveiled today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

ago has now come to pass—a massive debt 
crisis with no effective way to manage and 
remove it. One observer describes it as “a 
machine from hell.” Many see a need for 
political union, but at the same time it’s the 
most feared of solutions.

The Financial Times of London puts it 
this way: “The current crisis shows that 
Greeks, Germans and Italians do have 
one important thing in common—a deep 
aversion to ceding control of their national 
budgets. The result is that the euro is in 
a dangerous and unstable position. The 
actions that are being urged on Germany 
are unreasonable. But Germany’s own  
solution—structural reform now, political 
union later—is unworkable” (Gideon Rach-
man, “Germany Faces a Machine From 
Hell,”  Feb. 14, 2012).

The fear of a strong Germany controlling 
the future of Greece or any insolvent Euro-
pean country immediately evokes words 
like “Auschwitz” or “Nazism.” Behind the 
scenes, leaders are very worried about the 
outcome. The crisis simmers, waiting for a 
bold solution from somewhere.

As things stand, Germany is seemingly 
the only nation that can steer Europe back 
into calm and stable waters. Watch for some 
further crisis to appear and create the right 
conditions for a group of core nations to 
cede political and operational control to a 
power that can right the ship. It will come, 
and when it does it will reshape Europe and 
possibly the world scene.

Here’s the point
Historically, the only world region that 

fits the description of the power foretold in 
Revelation 17 is Europe. No other region 
in history has provided the narrative for 
a combination of political, economic and 
religious power that impacts so much of 
the world. No other region today can come 
close to providing the elements of this 
prophecy. None.

I realize that much is made about the 
post-religious nature of Europe. It is true 

that secularism has a dominating influence 
on European culture right now. But religion 
in Europe is not dead—far from it. Every-
where you go in Europe you see signs of the 
religious past and you even see signs of a 
religious present.

A few months ago I stood in St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral in Vienna’s city center. It was an 
early Friday evening as people were leav-
ing work and hurrying into the weekend. 
I watched the vast cathedral fill up with 
people coming and going for confession 
and quick prayers. Young and old streamed 
by me within the church. I thought, “This 
place is alive with activity!” I am reminded 
of the inscription on a cross in front of 
the Habsburg Palace: Christus Hoffnung 
Europas (“Christ the hope of Europe”). 

At some point a crisis will arise whereby 

religion will be offered as the only solution 
for the stability of the world order. This 
is what we see in Revelation 17, a crisis 
so large that a core group of leaders will 
cede authority to a central power. This 
power will emerge vastly different than any 
other we see today—yet be firmly rooted 
in ancient and medieval tradition. Imbued 
with the power of popular religion, it will 
offer what seems the only viable hope of 
human survival and prosperity. 

For a moment in time, the most criti-
cal in all history, the world will follow. It 
will end as all other have, but not before 
it ushers in a time of global trouble unlike 
anything ever seen before in human history 
(Matthew 24:21-22). 

We are seeing the world shifting and the 
beginnings of new alignments in power and 
influence. A new “Babylon” will emerge. 
Now is the time to understand the words of 
this prophecy and heed the warning of God 

found in Revelation 18:4: “Come out of her, 
my people, lest you share in her sins, and 
lest you receive of her plagues.”  GN

America’s days as the controlling power in world circles are 
numbered. Bible prophecy is clear on this point. So with the 
sunset of American power, who will take its place?
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A lmost 10 years have passed since the world of 
archaeology was stunned by the announcement 

of the discovery in Israel of a limestone burial box for 
bones inscribed in Aramaic with the words “James, 
son of Joseph, brother of Jesus.” The implications 
of the find, soon known as the James ossuary, were 
enormous—if authentic, the first-century artifact 
might well be the earliest known archaeological evi-
dence yet discovered referring to Jesus of Nazareth.

Although the names “James,” “Joseph” 
and “Jesus” were fairly common in the 
first century and have been found indi-
vidually on a number of such bone boxes, 
these names being spelled out together in 
the same exact familial relationship given 
in the Gospels makes it virtually certain 
that the complete inscription refers to 
those mentioned in the Gospels. 

While it’s fairly common for such Ara-
maic inscriptions to mention the name of 
one’s father, mention of one’s brother is 
very rare—found in only one other case, 
and only where the brother was notable 
or widely recognized. Thus the probabil-
ity that this inscription refers to Jesus of 
Nazareth seems conclusive.

The ossuary’s existence was first 
announced at an Oct. 21, 2002, press 
conference in Washington, D.C., held by 
the Biblical Archaeology Society and the 
Discovery Channel. This was followed 
shortly by a detailed article in Biblical 
Archaeology Review magazine by André 
Lemaire, an expert in ancient Middle Eastern inscrip-
tions and chairman of the Hebrew and Aramaic phi-
lology and epigraphy section at the Sorbonne in Paris, 
who had translated the lettering on the artifact.

By its very nature the bone box could be dated 
to around Christ’s time since such ossuaries were 
used only from about 20 B.C. up to the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans in A.D. 70. According to 
Jewish custom at the time, bodies were first sealed in 
caves or tombs, and after decomposition the bones 
were transferred to these carved stone boxes—
sometimes bearing an inscription identifying whose 
bones were inside, but often not.

Before the discovery was made public, Hershel 
Shanks, editor of Biblical Archaeology Review, had 
the James ossuary examined by lab experts from the 
Geological Survey of Israel (GSI) to ensure that it was 
genuine and not a modern forgery.

As with other artifacts of this sort, the ossuary was 
covered with a thin coating of mineral accumulation 
called a patina, which develops on stone over centu-
ries. A modern forgery would lack such a coating, or 
show evidence that it had been artificially created and 
applied, and would likely show modern tool marks.

After examining the ossuary microscopically, the 
GSI scientists concluded in their report published in 
Biblical Archaeology Review that “the patina does not 
contain any modern elements (such as modern pig-
ments) and it adheres firmly to the stone. No signs of 
the use of a modern tool or instrument was [sic] found. 
No evidence that might detract from the authenticity 
of the patina and the inscription was found.”

In addition to Professor Lemaire, Shanks also 

had the inscription examined by Professor Joseph 
Fitzmyer, an expert on the first-century Aramaic lan-
guage and a preeminent Dead Sea Scrolls scholar. 
Both concluded the inscription was genuine.

Shortly afterward, the ossuary was shipped to the 
Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto, Canada, where it 
was exhibited and examined by a different panel of 
experts who also concluded it was authentic.

However, because the ossuary had been removed 
from its ancient burial spot and purchased from an 
Arab antiquities dealer rather than having been found 
in a professionally supervised archaeological excava-
tion, concerns remained about its authenticity.

Rumors began to spread that, although the ossu-
ary itself was a genuine first-century artifact and the 
words “James, son of Joseph” were authentic, a 
forger had added “brother of Jesus” to the end of the 
inscription in hopes of drastically increasing its value 
by associating it with the Jesus Christ of the Bible.

Rumors also circulated that inscriptions on a prized 
artifact in the Israel Museum, as well as on a recently 
discovered plaque thought to describe repairs to the 
ancient Jerusalem temple constructed by the biblical 
King Solomon, were also modern forgeries.

In 2003 the Israel Antiquities Authority ( IAA) 
announced its conclusion that the inscriptions had 
been faked. And in December 2004 Oded Golan, an 
Israeli collector of biblical-era artifacts and owner 
of the James ossuary, was charged with heading a 
forgery ring responsible for the artifacts in question.

Then, with a flurry of headlines denouncing it as a 
fake, the ossuary disappeared from public view, and 
an excruciatingly long court trial began.

In Israel, trials are not decided by jury 
but by a single judge. Due to the complex-
ity of the issues involved, the case was 
given to a judge with a degree in archae-
ology. Few anticipated that the trial would 
last more than five years, involve 138 
witnesses and produce 12,000 pages of 
court transcripts. When the case ruling 
was handed down on March 14, 2012, it 
was 474 pages long.

The judge cleared all defendants of 
charges of forgery. Although he didn’t 
rule on the authenticity of the artifacts 
themselves, it was evident that the Israel 
Antiquities Authority had overplayed its 
hand.

In spite of enormous expense and 
effort, the IAA was unable to prove any of 
its allegations of forgery. Every allegation 
of the artifacts’ inscriptions being forged 
was countered by expert witnesses from 
a number of scientific fields testifying to 
their apparent authenticity.

At one point even the lead IAA archae-
ologist spearheading the accusations of forgery was 
forced to admit on the witness stand that the ancient 
patina covering the James ossuary extended into 
parts of the letters of the words “brother of Jesus”—
the very part of the inscription alleged to have been 
forged in modern times.

So where does that leave us?
As is the case with any artifact not uncovered in 

a scientifically controlled excavation, we will never 
be able to prove with 100 percent certainty that an 
artifact is genuine. But the number of experts who 
have testified about the James ossuary, and their 
impeccable credentials, should certainly give critics 
pause. 

In any case, the finding of ancient artifacts has 
added much to the list of “infallible proofs” (Acts 1:3) 
regarding the authenticity of the biblical record. We 
can choose whether we accept the evidence or not. 
The Good News will continue to report on discoveries 
relating to the Bible so you can judge for yourself. As 
a starter, request or download your free copy of Is the 
Bible True? It’s an important first step in addressing 
these issues in your mind.

—Scott Ashley 

 

Ossuary verdict: Experts testify to its authenticity
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With a flurry of headlines denouncing it as a fake, the 
ancient ossuary, bearing the inscription “James, son 
of Joseph, brother of Jesus,” disappeared from public 
view and an excruciatingly long court trial began.  
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ith this edition, The Good News 
has reached a special milestone 
—our 100th issue! 

When we first started this 
magazine 17 years ago in the 

autumn of 1995, we didn’t know what the 
future would hold—especially since we were 
committed to offering it free to any who 
requested it. But we’ve held firm to that com-
mitment, and today The Good News goes to 
more than 400,000 subscribers.

Drawing on writers from around the 
globe, The Good News is published in Eng-
lish, Spanish, German, French, Italian and 
Portuguese and is mailed to 189 of the 196 
recognized countries of the world. 

But who is behind the magazine? What is 
its purpose? What is it all about? 

A magazine built on a message
When Jesus Christ began His ministry, 

He “came to Galilee, preaching the gospel 
of the kingdom of God, and saying, ‘the 
time is fulfilled, the kingdom of God is at 
hand. Repent, and believe in the gospel’” 
(Mark 1:14-15). That same message clarifies 
what The Good News stands for in a world 
filled with a bewildering variety of religious 
beliefs, customs and opinions.

Many people ask hard questions: What is 
the ultimate purpose for human life? Why 
does so much evil plague the world? Why 
doesn’t God put a stop to violence and war? 
Will He ever bring about long-lasting peace, 
and how?

The world desperately needs answers to 
these and other important questions.  

Do answers exist? Yes. The message 
Christ brought—the gospel of the Kingdom 
of God—provides the answers and solutions 
that few have heard or understood. And this 
is the message of The Good News—a mes-
sage desperately needed in a world of wars 
and disagreements that continue to escalate 
just as Jesus foretold.

Religion as a whole has failed to provide 
solutions to mankind’s dilemmas. Part of our 

mission is to fill that gap, to make available 
hope and solutions that faithfully and accu-
rately reflect the teachings of the Bible.

We see from Scripture that the collective 
mission Christ has given His true follow-
ers is twofold. First, it is to proclaim the 
gospel of the Kingdom of God throughout 
the world (Matthew 24:14). Second, it is to 
teach people the truth Jesus Christ brought 
that they may become His followers—His 
disciples—as they learn that truth. 

Scripture is clear that, just as Jesus com-
missioned His apostles to share the gospel—
the good news—of the coming Kingdom 
to be established on earth at His return, so 
has He commissioned His followers today 
to continue that mission. The United Church 
of God, publisher of The Good News, takes 
very seriously that responsibility of pro-
claiming to today’s world the same gospel 
Jesus preached. 

Using today’s tools to teach the truth
To carry out Christ’s commission to pro-

claim the gospel message, we utilize many 
tools.

Most prominent is what you hold in 
your hands—The Good News magazine, 
published six times a year and mailed to 
hundreds of thousands of subscribers. The 
magazine is sent free of charge, anywhere  
in the world, to anyone who requests it. 

While The Good News is devoted to 
covering key news events and trends, it is a 

newsmagazine with a difference. It covers 
the news from a much different perspective 
—that of the Bible, God’s Word—affording 
insight and understanding you won’t find in 
other publications.

Our articles are written from an all-
important biblical perspective on a variety of 
subjects—prophecy, marriage and the fam-
ily, Christian living, history, science, lives of 
individuals mentioned in the Bible, scriptural 
teachings and analysis of societal and world 
trends. 

The scriptural understanding of God’s 
purpose and plan for mankind, and His 
working out of that plan on earth, gives us 
the edge in explaining why our world faces 
the many problems that threaten our peace 
and safety. When we understand why certain 
events take place, and why people think and 
act as they do, it’s much easier to see where 
we are going and what lies ahead.

Speaking of conditions before His return, 
Jesus Christ said our planet will experience 
“a time of great distress, such as there has 
never been before since the beginning of the 
world, and will never be again” (Matthew 
24:21, Revised English Bible).

So while we proclaim the good news of 
the imminent return of Jesus of Nazareth, at 
the same time we often report on the nega-
tive consequences of human behavior lead-
ing to the very conditions He described.

Following Jesus’ example, part of our 
purpose is to highlight the lessons mankind  
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Scott Ashley, 
managing edi-
tor of The Good 
News, has over-
seen planning, 
writing, editing, 

reviewing and production of the 
magazine since its first issue in 
1995, as well as 34 accompanying 
books and booklets and a 12-lesson 
Bible Study Course. He and his wife 
Connie live in Arvada, Colorado. He 
currently pastors United Church of 
God congregations in Denver, Frisco 
and Colorado Springs, Colorado.

Melvin Rhodes, a regular writer on 
international affairs, was born in the 

north of England. 
Between 1975 
and 1990, he and 
his wife Diane 
lived in England, 
Rhodesia (now 

Zimbabwe) and Ghana. Since 1990, 
they’ve lived in Michigan. He pas-
tors the Lansing, Michigan, congre-
gation of the United Church of God. 
He has three grown children and 
five grandchildren, with two more 
expected in September.

Darris McNeely grew up in Cape 
Girardeau, Missouri, and spent 

more than 38 
years in the min-
istry before mov-
ing to Cincinnati, 
Ohio, to work full-
time on Beyond 

Today TV and to write for The Good 
News and other media efforts of the 
United Church of God. He and his 
wife Debbie have two adult children 
and four grandchildren.

Jerold Aust is 
a longtime min-
ister, speaker 
and writer with a 
graduate degree 
in communica-

tion. As a senior writer for The Good 
News, he has conducted a num-
ber of interviews with international 
scholars and national figures and 
was interviewed twice by Fox News 
commentator Alan Colmes. He and 
his wife Mary Ann have one son, 
one daughter and three grandchil-
dren. He also pastors church con-
gregations in Mobile, Alabama, and 
DeFuniak Springs, Florida.

Robin Webber 
has lived most of 
his life in South-
ern California. 
He and his wife 
Susan have three 

grown daughters and six grandchil-
dren. A longtime and avid student 
of history, He writes the recurring 
“Follow Me” column for The Good 
News and pastors several congre-
gations in Southern and Central 
California.  

Tom Robinson works from his 
home near St. Louis, Missouri, as a 
senior writer and copy editor for The 
Good News magazine and writer/

editor for accom-
panying booklets 
on many biblical 
subjects. He is 
also copy edi-
tor for its sister 

magazine for teens and young 
adults, Vertical Thought, and pri-
mary writer and editor of our online 
Bible commentary at http://bible.
ucg.org/bible-commentary. He 
and his wife Donna are parents of a 
young daughter and son.

John Ross Schroeder, a frequent 
and longtime commentator on geo-
political matters in Europe and the 

Middle East, is a 
native of Texas 
who has lived 
nea r  L ondon 
since 1976. John 
is a member of 

the Foreign Press Association in 
London and also oversees church 
congregations in Britain and North-
ern Ireland. He and his wife Jan 
have three grown children and two 
grandchildren. 

Roger Foster 
has contributed 
many articles to 
The Good News 
as well as writ-
ing booklets on a 

variety of biblical teachings. Over a 
long career he has pastored congre-
gations all across the United States. 
He currently lives in San Antonio, 
Texas, and pastors a congrega-
tion in Corpus Christi. He and his 
wife Janice have three grown sons, 
seven grandchildren and one great-
grandchild.
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To carry out Christ’s  
commission to proclaim 
the gospel message, we 
utilize many tools.
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is writing in its self-centered way of living 
and to warn of where this way is leading. But 
more than that, our intention is to illustrate 
the need for an alternative way of life—
the godly way of life Jesus revealed and 
personified. 

Beyond the bad news, we present this 
way of living that would eliminate all of 
mankind’s problems. We also explain from 
Scripture that under the coming rule of Jesus 
Christ, God’s way will become universal—
and humanity will at last know true and  
lasting peace.

The world of today is indeed filled with 
bad news. Yet the future holds incredible 
promise—Christ’s return to establish the 
Kingdom of God (Daniel 7:13-14), ushering 
in a wonderful world of peace, prosperity 
and plenty during which all people will at 
last learn to live God’s way of life. This truly 
is good news!

More tools for understanding
We also produce a sister magazine, Verti-

cal Thought, which is geared for teens and 
college-age readers. Published quarterly, this 
magazine features articles to help young peo-
ple deal with the pressures and pitfalls of their 
world with a God-centered approach. Its asso-

ciated website, VerticalThought.org, includes 
a question-and-answer section in which 
young people can receive personal answers by 
e-mail from ministers and others trained and 
experienced in working with youth.

We also offer dozens of booklets, also 
free, that cover a wide variety of biblical 
topics in greater detail. Interested readers 
may request any of them from our regional 
offices around the world or from our website, 
GNmagazine.org/booklets. 

Another valuable tool for learning about 
what the Bible teaches is our 12-lesson 
Bible Study Course, which covers the major 
themes and teachings of Scripture.

A weekly television program, Beyond 
Today, airs in cities across the United States 

and several other countries. Featuring sev-
eral hosts who regularly write for The Good 
News, the program covers topics like those 
found in the magazine, though at times in 
greater depth. (For schedule information 
or to watch programs online, visit www.
BeyondToday.tv.)

Recognizing that people increasingly seek 
information on the Internet, we also make 
extensive use of this important tool to reach 
an even wider audience.

Since many people have questions about 
the Bible and how to best apply it to everyday 
life, we have a letter-answering staff avail-
able to reply to questions from anyone. These 
can be sent through postal mail to any of our 
regional offices or by e-mail to info@ucg.org.

We also offer other publications exclu-
sively on the Internet. For instance, Virtual 
Christian Magazine, an e-magazine (elec-
tronic magazine), offers a variety of bibli-
cally based articles 10 times a year. You can 
find it at VCMagazine.org

“Equipping the saints”
The publishers of The Good News 

diligently strive to implement the biblical 
mandate for “equipping the saints”—that is, 
preparing members of the “body of Christ” 

to fulfill their calling as God’s servants now 
and as His eternal family in the coming 
Kingdom of God (Ephesians 4:12).

Today, the United Church of God, an Inter-
national Association, is striving to practice 
“the faith which was once for all delivered to 
the saints” (Jude 3). To accomplish this we 
have committed ourselves to living, as Jesus 
taught, “by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God” (Matthew 4:4).

We strive to live by the same divine 
instruction that Jesus, His apostles and the 
early Church followed, very aware that this 
sharply distinguishes us from most of what 
is today called Christianity, which no longer 
follows the Church described in the book of 
Acts as its model.

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org

Accept the 
Challenge
Our greatest challenge for this age is to 

live as God commands, to proclaim the 
gospel of the Kingdom of God throughout the 
entire world, to make disciples in all nations 
and to care for the disciples God adds to His 
Church today (Matthew 28:19).

We value God’s plan to save every indi-
vidual who will yield to Him. Every individual, 
regardless of race, national origin or gender, 
will, in accordance with God’s plan, have 
the opportunity to be called by God and 
to hear and respond to the good news of 
the Kingdom of God and to the testimony 
of Jesus’ life, death and resurrection. What 
people learn about God’s ways today may 
help them come to repentance with less dif-
ficulty at that time. 

Therefore, the gospel of the Kingdom of 
God is a message directed to all of man-
kind. God’s plan explicitly provides for every 
human being from every nation to eventually 
have an opportunity for membership in His 
family—according to His timetable and will. 

As Peter said, “How 
true it is that God does 
not show favoritism but 
accepts men from every 
nation who fear him and 
do what is right” (Acts 
10:34-35, New Inter-
national Version).

Jesus Christ is now 
preparing, in His role as 
our High Priest, a peo-
ple who will serve in His 
coming Kingdom (John 
14:1-3). He foretold that 
for His followers’ sake 

the terrible times ahead will be cut short 
and humanity will be saved from extinction 
(Matthew 24:22). Because of their faithful-
ness now, they will share in Christ’s future 
rule over the earth (Revelation 3:21).

You, too, can choose to become a part 
of the work of God, a helper in proclaiming 
the eternal message of His Kingdom. The 
gospel of the coming Kingdom of God holds 
forth the only lasting solution to humanity’s 
problems. The United Church of God remains 
firm in its commitment to fulfill its part in that 
proclamation—making known the noble 
and awe-inspiring purpose for human life! 
(To learn more, request or download our free 
booklet What Is Your Destiny? )
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Like the members of that early Church, 
we remain fully committed to proclaim-
ing the message of the coming Kingdom of 
God and Christ’s pivotal role in it. Likewise, 

we remain fully committed to preparing a 
people to serve as Christ’s helpers in that 
Kingdom.

We sincerely encourage you to examine in 
much greater detail the message Jesus taught. 
If you are interested, be sure to request our 
free booklets The Gospel of the Kingdom and 
What Is Your Destiny? They are available 
through our office nearest you or our online 
literature library at GNmagazine.org/booklets. 

One of the key charges Jesus gave was 
“Feed My sheep” (John 21:17). He has given 
His Church additional shepherds—a human 
ministry—to guide, feed and encourage the 
growth of those God calls into the Body of 
Christ. As we see from Paul’s instructions to 
Titus and Timothy, God appoints ministers 

based on criteria vital to the well-being of 
the other members of the Church.

Jesus Himself, explained the apostle Paul, 
“gave some to be apostles, some to be proph-

ets, some to be evangelists, and some to be 
pastors and teachers, to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ 
may be built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God 
and become mature, attaining to the whole 
measure of the fullness of Christ” (Ephesians 
4:11-13, New International Version).

The Church Jesus built is commissioned 
not only to feed His sheep, as He com-
manded, but to prepare these followers for 
greater works of service to God, their fami-
lies, their communities and their fellow man. 
Jesus placed great emphasis on serving  
others (Matthew 20:26-28).

For these reasons the United Church of 
God, though smaller in numbers than many 

of the world’s church organizations, strives to 
establish congregations around the world in 
which God’s people can assemble and receive 
guidance in godly living and service. These 
congregations are served by ordained pastors 
trained to accurately teach and explain the 
Scriptures and to counsel those who request 
personal guidance. These pastors are often 
assisted by other dedicated men and women 
in helping congregations reach their full 

potential in serving others—as opportunity, 
need and resources permit.

Our congregations meet in various cities 
around the world. Regional offices in the 
Americas, Europe, Africa, Asia and the South 
Pacific serve members and support Church 
operations in their respective areas. They are 
also responsible for distributing the Church’s 
publications and handling other requests and 
inquiries within their particular regions.

A home-office facility near Cincinnati, 
Ohio, serves as a support hub for operations 
in the United States and all the associated 
worldwide operations of the Church. From 
this location a dedicated staff supports the 
Church’s daily operations in carrying out its 
mission throughout the world.  GN

The Church Jesus built is commissioned not only to feed 
His sheep, but to prepare these followers for greater 
works of service to God and their fellow man.

For more than 16 years The Good News has 
given its readers insight and understanding 

into how a world of such incredible technologi-
cal achievement and advances can at the same 
time be afflicted with seemingly unsolvable age-
old problems. If you’ve been reading long, you 
might be coming to see that humanity’s problems 
are spiritual in nature and thus require spiritual 
solutions. 

Our problems are, at heart, of the heart. Under 
the influence of Satan the devil, mankind has 
rejected God’s revelation and persisted in doing 

things our own way—a way that seems right to 
us, but ultimately leads to death (Proverbs 14:12; 
16:25). In seeking to please ourselves, we have 
forsaken God’s revelation for how we should live.

The Bible describes two basic ways of life. We 
could summarize them basically as the way of give 
and the way of get. One focuses on serving self and 
one focuses on serving others. God is the greatest 
of givers. James 1:17 tells us, “Every good gift and 
every perfect gift is from above, and comes down 
from the Father . . .” Giving expresses His way of 
love, and “God is love” (1 John 4:8, 16).

Since The Good News was first started in 1995, 
we have always offered it at no charge to all who 
ask. We share it freely in accordance with Christ’s 
instruction, “Freely you have received; freely give” 
(Matthew 10:8). This great undertaking—sharing 
these biblical truths with hundreds of thousands 
of subscribers in six languages and reaching into 
nearly every country around the globe—is made 
possible by the tithes and offerings of those who 
believe in this message of hope and voluntarily 
contribute so this message of the true gospel may 
reach all nations. 

We do not solicit funds, but we welcome into 
our growing family of coworkers those who have 
joined us in this “give” way of life and who wish 
to help share this message of hope and truth 
throughout the world.

Why The Good News Has  
No Subscription Price
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Assistance Programs  
Offering a Hand Up, Not Just a Handout

he focus of The Good News maga-
zine is to proclaim the good news of 
the soon-coming Kingdom of God to 
all mankind. But this does not negate 
the need for helping people now. 

Jesus Christ healed the sick and com-
forted the afflicted, and commands that we 
be compassionate to others. For more than 
a decade Good News readers have engaged 
in humanitarian works to help the disad-
vantaged and vulnerable. Economically, 
we are not created equal in this world, and 
some, recognizing this disparity, want to 
help make a difference in the lives of others. 

Recognizing suffering and poverty is an 
important first step. But it’s not until we 
do something to alleviate it that God takes 
notice. Jesus warned of merely saying “Be 
warm and filled,” but not taking action 
(James 2:16; Matthew 25:34-46).

Large, well-known organizations such as 
the Red Cross have specific missions to be 
the first response to disaster. Yet these agen-
cies leave a lot of smaller gaps where people 
need a hand up to help bring them out of 
dependency to self-sufficiency. 

This is why the United Church of God, 
publisher of The Good News, officially 
established a Good Works program in 
2004. To be more effective, the church part-
nered with LifeNets, an incredibly efficient 
charity a number of church members were 
already involved in, where a very high per-
centage of all amounts donated goes to the 
people being helped. Both have independent 
as well as partner projects, depending on 
the needs. 

Promoting a hand up, not just a handout
LifeNets develops programs offering 

practical assistance that promotes the well-
being and self-sufficiency of disadvantaged 
people. These programs expand in impact 
by encouraging those receiving assistance 
to “pay it forward” by helping others. 

Through LifeNets’ support for agricul-

ture and animal husbandry we have seen 
quantum changes in the lives of very poor 
people in Zambia, Kenya and Brazil. 

Several years ago disease in central Zam-
bia wiped out entire herds of cattle. People 
were left with no milk for their children, 
no draft animals for plowing their fields, 
unimaginable poverty and potential star-
vation. Entire communities were without 
common medicines. Children regularly died 
from malaria and other diseases. 

In 2000 LifeNets started a program to 
restore cattle to needy communities. It 

required giving basic veterinary training 
and animal care to recipients to minimize 
the risk of future loss of animals to disease.

Drilling water wells has become a regular 
project of LifeNets. Clean drinking water is 
vital for human survival, but it’s a shrinking 
resource in many poor countries. 

In many areas people, mostly women, 
spend a large part of each day making 
many trips carrying large containers to 
fetch water from distant sources. By drilling 
wells within communities, we have brought 
fresh, clean water for drinking, cooking and 
washing to communities. 

In the United States a unique wheelchair 
matching program has existed for 10 years. 
Through the LifeNets website we have  
used the Internet to match wheelchair 

donors with those needing them, greatly 
benefiting the lives of hundreds of people.

Education to overcome poverty
Education is a key route out of poverty. 

T
In addition to sharing biblical teaching and the hope of the coming 
Kingdom of God, the publishers of The Good News support practical 
programs to improve the lives of many.  by Victor Kubik 

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org
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LifeNets and the Good Works program 
have supported scholarships for young peo-
ple to receive an education or specialized 
training in Guatemala, El Salvador, Peru, 
Chile, South Africa, Malawi, Zambia,  
Zimbabwe, Ukraine and the Philippines. 

These scholarships have given lifelong 
benefits to young people who otherwise 
may have been relegated to the misery of 
unemployment and poverty. This also helps 
their communities—since scholarship 
recipients in these poor countries can then 

become pillars in the fabric of their society.
LifeNets’ largest project has been the 

construction of a primary school in Migori, 
Kenya, which is now accredited by the 
Kenyan government. LifeNets has also con-
structed clinics and other schools in Africa 
and Ukraine and has supported orphan and 
street children programs in Ukraine.

The Good Works program has also pro-
vided Bibles, church buildings and vehicles 
for necessary transportation for scattered 
congregations, as well as supporting staff 

to assist in training and educational pro-
grams in Zambia, Nigeria and Guatemala.

“Let us not grow weary in doing good”
The Bible clearly speaks of opening our 

heart and resources to the poor and encour-
ages us to help those in need: “But whoever 
has this world’s goods, and sees his brother 
in need, and shuts up his heart from him, 
how does the love of God abide in him? My 
little children, let us not love in word or in 
tongue, but in deed and in truth” (1 John 
3:17-18).

The apostle Paul speaks about helping 
not only our own, but those whom we know 
have needs: “And let us not grow weary 
while doing good, for in due season we shall 
reap if we do not lose heart. Therefore, as 

we have opportunity, let us do good to all, 
especially to those who are of the household 
of faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).

Many other biblical injunctions similarly 
instruct us to care for those who are needy. 
The apostle Paul helped with collections 
for famines. Scripture repeatedly encour-
ages special attention to widows and the 
fatherless. 

Great natural and man-made disasters 
in the world require immediate and often 
ongoing help. LifeNets actively helped 

victims of the 9/11 New York City terror 
attacks in 2001, the 2004 Asian tsunami 
disaster, Hurricane Katrina in 2005, and the 
devastating Japanese earthquake and tsu-
nami last year. Many stories of assistance 
are documented on the LifeNets website 
(LifeNets.org).

The Good News endorses the work of 
LifeNets and the United Church of God 
Good Works program and their wonderful 
record of providing direst assistance to so 
many to improve their quality of life.

Some of you may be looking for good, 
efficient charities to help disadvantaged 
people. You can find out more about 
LifeNets at www.LifeNets.org (and also 
subscribe to its eNews) and about the Good 
Works program at goodworks.ucg.org.  GN 

The publishers of The Good News support projects to improve 
the lives of others around the world. Top row, from left: Small 
business startup assistance helped this Malawi man who processes 
and sells honey; aid for this Malawi man to purchase land for growing 
crops encourages self-sufficiency. Middle row: This water well and 
pump provide fresh water for a community of 100 in Malawi; cattle 
purchased for Brazilians will be a big help in moving people out of 
poverty; computer training in Zambia helps young men and women 
develop marketable skills; this neonatal clinic in Malawi provides 
vital services for mothers and babies; scholarship programs help 
promising students get an education which helps both them and their 
communities. Bottom row: English-literacy classes help youngsters 
in Zambia; this rehabilitation center near Chernobyl in Ukraine helps 
children with nerve dysfunctions. 
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magine for a moment you can see a few 
years into the future. You learn about a 
man named Paul who is deeply troubled. 
His job had disappeared as the economy 
collapsed two years earlier. Unable to 

obtain new employment and after his job-
less benefits expired, he and his wife Stacy, 
who had also lost her job, could no longer 
pay their mortgage. 

As a result their house was foreclosed on, 
and they were forced to sell or give away 
many of their possessions and relocate to a 
small apartment. Then it wasn’t long before 
the couple exhausted their savings and had 
to move again. Now homeless, they are 
dependent on minimal government benefits 
and the charity of others for their food and 
shelter.

Paul and Stacy are not alone in their 
calamity. With the global economy in 
severe crisis, millions of others around 
the world also face previously unimagined 
hardship. Yet this fact does little to comfort 
the disheartened couple. Having been faith-
ful Christians who had devotedly prayed, 
studied the Bible and attended church, they 
felt certain God would protect them from 

severely traumatic 
circumstances. But 
now they are pro-
foundly bewildered 
and anxious about 
their dismal state of 
affairs. 

Facing an austere 
future of poverty 
and adversity, Paul 
and Stacy feel utterly 
imprisoned by their 
harsh situation, 
which has no end 
in sight. Expressing 
serious doubts about 
their faith, they ask 
themselves hard 

questions: How could this possibly happen 
to us? Where is God when we need Him, 
especially after we have been faithful for  
so long?

Another Paul
We’ll return to Paul and Stacy’s story 

shortly, but let’s first shift our focus to 
another man also named Paul. 

Although he lived in a different time and 
place, he too encountered significant and 
unanticipated troubles. He too had faith-
fully served God and the Church for many 
years and then found himself imprisoned 
for a prolonged period of time—literally so, 
in his case. 

Who was this man? He was the apostle 
Paul of the New Testament. Let’s briefly 
review his story.

Being educated from his youth in the tra-
ditions of the Pharisees, a Jewish religious 
party, Paul grew into a man of steadfast 
conviction (Acts 22:3). Consequently, when 
encountering what he and the other reli-
gious authorities believed to be heresy,  
he vigorously opposed it and relentlessly 
persecuted its adherents (Acts 22:4-5). 

However, in about A.D. 34, while under-
taking a mission to root out apostates in 
Damascus, he experienced an incredible 
vision directly from Jesus Christ. This 
miraculous event led to Paul’s deep  
repentance and conversion (verses 6-16). 

He then spent much of the next 22 years 
preaching and teaching the good news 
about Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of 
God. Even though he endured great perse-
cution and many trials during that period, 
nothing really seemed to slow him down  
or halt his progress for very long (2 Corin-
thians 6:4-5, 11:23-27). But in A.D. 57,  
after having concluded his third apostolic 
journey, an event occurred that would  
effectively stop him in his tracks. 

Interestingly, Paul already sensed he 
would face something unprecedented in 
his ministry. While en route to Jerusalem 
for the Holy Day of Pentecost, he told the 
Christians of Ephesus, “And see, now I go 
bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not know-
ing the things that will happen to me there, 
except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every 
city, saying that chains and tribulations 
await me” (Acts 20:16, 22-23).

Was Paul fearful and worried? 
What were Paul’s feelings regarding what 

could lie ahead of him? Did he fear the 
future? He continued, “But none of these 
things move me; nor do I count my life dear 
to myself, so that I may finish my race with 
joy, and the ministry which I received from 
the Lord Jesus, to testify to the gospel of the 
grace of God” (verse 24).

Paul arrived in Jerusalem and within a 
few days faced virulent opposition from the 
religious authorities, who now considered 
him a rebellious, profane and dangerous 
troublemaker (Acts 21:28). As Paul was 
worshipping at the temple, he was dragged 
out, the incited multitude becoming so 
violent that Roman soldiers were sent in to 
quell the tumult (verses 31-36). The Roman 
commander then gave Paul the opportunity 
to explain his beliefs to the people, but soon 
they again erupted into a furor, shouting for 
his death (Acts 22:22-23). 

The commander quickly ordered him 

Do you feel imprisoned by afflictions and hardships that seem to have 
no end? If so, how can you stay faithful to God and His way of life?   
by John LaBissoniere

Imprisoned and Faithful
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A view of current trends and events in the light of Bible prophecy
“I have come that they might have life, and . . . have it more abundantly” (John 10:10).

www.GNmagazine.org/booklets

What does it mean to have 
faith? And what is faith, really? 
The Bible tells us that we are 
to live by faith, but what does 
that mean? How did the many 
figures of the Bible live by 
faith? Discover the answers in 
our free booklet You Can Have 
Living Faith. Request or download your free copy 
today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.

to be brought into the military barracks to 
extract the truth from him through scourg-
ing (verse 24). But as the soldiers prepared 
to beat Paul, he pointed out that he was a 
Roman citizen. Immediately they withdrew 
from him since they knew severe penal-
ties could be inflicted on anyone who even 
bound a Roman citizen without adequate 
justification (verse 29).

The next day Paul was allowed to appear 
before the Jewish chief priests and their 
council to again try to explain his position 
(verse 30). However, subsequent events led 
to further hostility (Acts 23:10). Fearing 
Paul could be severely injured or killed, 
the commander ordered his troops to shield 
him once more.

The Lord stood by him
Now, can you imagine what Paul might 

have been thinking just before being res-
cued from the mob? Maybe this is the end! 
Maybe it is my time to die! Nevertheless it 
wasn’t his time to die, because “the follow-
ing night the Lord stood by him and said, 
‘Be of good cheer, Paul; for as you have tes-
tified for Me in Jerusalem, so you must also 
bear witness at Rome’” (verse 11). 

Although God revealed this to him,  
Paul likely never imagined he would spend 
nearly the next five years in Roman captiv-
ity. After so many years of freely preaching 
the gospel, establishing local congregations, 
working with new converts and training 
Church leaders, perhaps he wondered: Why 
am I restrained and imprisoned? Is my 
work over? Is God done with me?

Even though Paul might have contem-
plated such questions, he eventually came to 
understand the reason for his situation. 

Writing much later as a prisoner in Rome 
he stated: “But I want you to know, breth-
ren, that the things which happened to me 
have actually turned out for the furtherance 
of the gospel, so that it has become evident 
to the whole palace guard, and to all the 
rest, that my chains are in Christ; and most 
of the brethren in the Lord, having become 
confident by my chains, are much more 
bold to speak the word without fear”  
(Philippians 1:12-14). 

So Paul realized that even while incarcer-
ated, he could still be used effectively by 
his Savior.

Overcoming hopelessness
Let’s now return to Paul and Stacy’s 

story. As you recall, they lost nearly every-
thing and, as a result, felt utterly impris-
oned by their arduous situation. However, 

in due course, even though their physical 
circumstances had not improved much, 
they were successful at conquering their 
nearly hopeless feelings. 

How? By prayerfully recalling the exam-
ples of the apostle Paul and other Bible fig-
ures who faithfully endured and triumphed 
over what appeared to be intractable diffi-
culties (see Hebrews 4:16; 11:32-40). With 
God’s help, Paul and Stacy reestablished 
their faith in Him. They also took comfort 
in the Scriptures and the vital promises 
held out for everyone who remains obedi-
ent and devoted to God (Romans 15:4; 
Hebrews 11:13). 

Perhaps we could say, then, that the  
trials of Paul the apostle and of Paul and 
Stacy are illustrations of the seemingly 
unbearable struggles we all may and do 
experience. Traumatic, unexpected events 
may tend to leave us feeling boxed in and 
abandoned (Psalm 38:21; 119:8). However, 
as the apostle Paul demonstrated by his 
words and actions, our Heavenly Father 
can be relied on for help in every situation, 
no matter how problematic or wearisome 
(Psalm 91:1-16). 

Paul’s example shows us that even though 
we experience difficult events and may 
not see the reasons for our troubles or any 
apparent way out, God will help us endure 
(1 Corinthians 10:13). Whether we suffer a 
long, debilitating illness, lose a loved one 
to death, see a career end much earlier than 
expected, experience an economic reversal 
leaving us faced with harsh financial condi-
tions or any other similar circumstances, we 
can be confident that God will never leave 
us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).

A crown of righteousness awaits 
Paul wrote the biblical book of 2 Timothy 

while imprisoned in Rome. Even though 
he knew his physical life was swiftly near-
ing an end, he remained entirely secure in 
God’s ultimate salvation. 

Notice his words as he looked beyond his 
current circumstances: “For I am already 
being poured out as a drink offering, and 
the time of my departure is at hand. I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the 
race, I have kept the faith. Finally, there  
is laid up for me the crown of righteous-
ness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, 
will give to me on that Day, and not to me 
only but also to all who have loved His 
appearing” (2 Timothy 4:6-8).

Paul’s inspired words can offer us vibrant 
hope and comfort when we encounter any 
difficulty (2 Corinthians 1:8-9; 2 Timothy 

3:11). He encouraged the young evangelist 
Timothy to “endure hardship as a good sol-
dier of Jesus Christ” while being “strong in 
the grace that is in Christ Jesus” (2 Timothy 
2:1-3). 

We too can hold firmly to those powerful 
words, especially when we face trials that 
appear overwhelming (Psalm 142:7; Daniel 
6:27).  

God helps us remain faithful
As we travel the road to the Kingdom of 

God, we may encounter significant dilem-
mas and troubles we could never have 
anticipated (Mathew 7:13-14). Yet the Bible 
is filled with admonitions to remain faith-
ful and obedient to God and His way of 
life while seeking the “pearl of great price” 
(Matthew 13:45-46).

If you and I are doing so, we can be 
assured that God will help us complete  
our spiritual journey, even if we sometimes 
feel imprisoned by severe trials that have 
no obvious way out (Isaiah 26:3; 43:5).  
As Paul wrote, “I am certain that God,  
who began the good work within you, will 
continue his work until it is finally finished 
on the day when Christ Jesus returns”  
(Philippians 1:6, New Living Translation).

Finally, let us allow the following words 
from Paul to encourage us to remain confi-
dent, obedient and faithful no matter what 
untenable predicament we encounter. He 
wrote: “I have learned how to be content 
with whatever I have. I know how to live 
on almost nothing or with everything. I 
have learned the secret of living in every 
situation, whether it is with a full stomach 
or empty, with plenty or little. For I can do 
everything through Christ, who gives me 
strength” (Philippians 4:11-13, NLT).

So, can you endure prison-like calamities, 
afflictions and hardships yet remain faithful 
to God? With His strength, assurance and 
guidance, absolutely.  GN
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od has a plan. But when sceptics 
look at the sorry state of world 
conditions, many of them doubt the 
existence of God. After all, they 
reason, how can you have a God 

who created the heavens and earth, put man 
on the earth and then left the human race to 
fend for itself? 

Is there any truth in this?
God is doing more than what people 

suppose. As we’ll see, He has an ordered, 
step-by-step plan to bring peace to the 
world and at the same time offer salvation 
to mankind in the most extraordinary 
way—a way that will give each person who 
has ever lived the best opportunity to fulfill 
that purpose. 

It may not look like that now, but the 
Feast of Firstfruits, or Pentecost as it’s 
called in the New Testament, has a meaning 

that transcends anything you might have 
ever thought about.

Contrary to a popular belief, God is 
involved in human affairs—and a lot more 
than you might think. This ancient festival 
God gave Israel helps us to understand 
just what it is that He’s doing—and why 
it seems to many that He is doing little or 
nothing to save humanity right now.

Origins of the Festival of Firstfruits
Shortly after giving the Ten Command-

ments, God gave Israel another command: 
“Three times you shall keep a feast to Me 
in the year: You shall keep the Feast of 
Unleavened Bread . . . and the Feast of 
Harvest, the firstfruits of your labours which 
you have sown in the field; and the Feast 
of Ingathering at the end of the year . . .” 
(Exodus 23:14-16). 

At this Feast of Harvest, also called the 
Feast of Firstfruits or Weeks, the Israelites 
were to offer the firstfruits of the late 
spring wheat harvest in the Holy Land 
(Numbers 28:26; Deuteronomy 34:22). 
Months later they celebrated another 
festival, called the Feast of Ingathering 
or the Feast of Tabernacles. This came 
at “the end of the year”—the end of the 
agricultural cycle of the year at summer’s 
end in the Holy Land—when the people 
gathered in all the harvest. 

These festivals were commanded. And 
because of what God intends for us to 
learn from His festivals, they are still to 
be celebrated by God’s people today. We 
should also understand that when a person 
observes the festivals of God today, he is not 
just commemorating God’s blessings in the 
agricultural harvests of the Holy Land. He 
is celebrating and learning about something 
far more important—God’s very purpose 
and plan for the salvation of mankind! 

A spiritual harvest and spiritual firstfruits 
God’s Word speaks of two kinds of 

The Biblical Feast of

Firstfruits
How It Explains a Great Mystery
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harvests. One is the agricultural harvest 
mentioned above. But that represents 
another harvest—the far more important 
spiritual harvest.

Notice Jesus Christ’s words in Luke 
10:1-2: “After these things the Lord 
appointed seventy others also, and sent 
them two by two before His face into every 
city and place where He Himself was about 
to go. Then He said to them, ‘The harvest 
truly is great, but the laborers are few; 
therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to 
send out laborers into His harvest.’”

Jesus is likening the spiritual harvest to 
an actual grain harvest. In John 4:35-36 He 
said to His disciples: “Lift up your eyes and 
look at the fields, for they are already white 
for harvest! And he who reaps receives 
wages, and gathers fruit for eternal life . . .” 

The harvests surrounding the biblical 
feasts of God were in fact designed to teach 
us about the spiritual harvest that Jesus 
came to earth to sow the seeds of and that 
He and His disciples began to reap. As 
there was an earlier and later harvest in the 
Middle East, so too are there two phases of 
the spiritual harvest. 

The apostle James says that God’s people 
are “a kind of firstfruits of all he created” 
(James 1:18, New International Version, 
emphasis added throughout). This helps us 
see that those with whom God is working 
now are understood to be “firstfruits.” 
Firstfruits are the first of what is being 
produced. This implies there are other 
fruits to be harvested later. 

This isn’t God’s world or God’s time
Have you ever wondered why the 

Christian religion has not resolved the 
world’s problems? Why hasn’t it prevailed 
over other great world religions and false 
philosophies? 

One would expect the work of Jesus 
Christ, coming from God, would bring 
in an era where the great movement of 
Christianity would prevail and usher in a 
time of peace. After all, it is a teaching of 
the Christian Church that the Kingdom 
of God would expand from that small 
beginning and that the power of God would 
be manifest to the world in His disciples 
that followed. 

So why hasn’t that happened?
There is a simple answer in the concept 

of “firstfruits.” You see, God’s intention was 
never to convert the world to Him during 
“this present evil age,” as the apostle Paul 
refers to our time (Galatians 1:4). Have 
you ever considered that if that’s what God 

had intended, He would certainly have 
succeeded in doing so? 

The fact is, God intends to convert the 
world at large at a later time. That time, 
foretold by the prophets, is when Jesus 
Christ will return to the earth and establish 
His Kingdom. Notice how different it 
will be: “Now it shall come to pass in the 
latter days that the mountain of the Lord’s 
house shall be established on the top of the 
mountains, and shall be exalted above the 
hills; and all nations shall flow to it. 

“Many people shall come and say, 
‘Come, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; 
He will teach us His ways, and we shall 
walk in His paths.’ For out of Zion shall 
go forth the law, and the word of the Lord 
from Jerusalem” (Isaiah 2:2-3). 

This isn’t a picture of today’s world! Our 
world is a place where the nations ignore 
the great Creator God who made them. 
Our world is a world where we go to war 
because we can’t resolve our problems any 
other way. 

Notice what Isaiah prophesies next 
of the world under Jesus Christ’s reign: 
“He shall judge between the nations, and 
rebuke many people; they shall beat their 
swords into plowshares, and their spears 
into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift 
up sword against nation, neither shall they 
learn war anymore” (verse 4).

Again, this is not a description of the 
world today. This is a description of a world 
ruled by Jesus Christ, having received His 
Kingdom and administering it with the 

assistance of his saints. Here is a future 
world where all nations will seek the true 
God. The religions of the world and the 
best efforts of man have failed to produce 
anything remotely like this picture. This 
vision for mankind is clearly yet future!

God isn’t converting the world now
This brings us to the firstfruits. The  

whole concept of firstfruits is that God is not 
converting the world now. We are in an age 
where the world is still being ruled by Satan 
the devil. Paul even calls the devil “the god 
of this age” who has spiritually blinded the 
minds of most of humankind at this time  
(2 Corinthians 4:4; Revelation 12:9). 

Let’s be clear. Jesus Christ is not going to 
change the world in the time in which we 
live now. He did not establish His Church to 
turn the world to Him today. 

There is a period of time between His 
first coming, in which He established His 
Church, and His future return to the earth. 
When He returns, He will resurrect His 
saints to immortality. He will return at the 

seventh trumpet as noted in Revelation 
11:15: “Then the seventh angel blew his 
trumpet, and there were loud voices in 
heaven, saying, ‘The kingdom of the world 
has become the kingdom of our Lord and 
of his Christ, and he shall reign forever and 
ever’” (English Standard Version).

Only when Jesus comes back will the 
world turn to Him—and then only after 
the world has endured untold suffering. It 
seems it will take terrible, earthshaking 
events to bring people to the point where 

Surely if Almighty God had intended to convert the world 
to Him during this age, He would have succeeded in  
doing so. That hasn’t happened, so what is going on?  
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they will willingly turn to their Creator on 
a large scale. 

The world will not destroy Christ’s Church
But God leads a relative few to turn to 

Him today—in the present age. It is during 
this period between Jesus’ first and second 
comings that He has been building His 
Church, made up of the firstfruits. Jesus 
said, “I will build My church, and the gates 
of Hades [the grave] will not prevail against 
it” (Matthew 16:18). 

Since this is not God’s world, His Church 
has come under attack since its inception—
including by governmental and religious 
persecution from without and by wolves 
and false teachers from within. But because 
Jesus is the Head of His Church, it would 
nonetheless prevail.

Those in His Church are helped by Christ 
to overcome the world as He overcame 
the world. That is, in the face of pressure 
exerted by the world, they are helped to 
faithfully hold to Christ’s teachings. His 
Church has brought to the world the same 
gospel Jesus brought—the gospel of the 
Kingdom of God. But His Church, while it 
was to exist during this age, was not meant 
to be a prominent religious or political force 
over the centuries. 

Those God calls for His great purpose 
through the teachings of Christ will spiri-
tually prepare themselves for His coming. 
God’s great purpose for those of His 
Church, also called firstfruits, is that they 
attain entrance into the Kingdom of God. 
His Church exists now for the key purposes 
of proclaiming the gospel of the Kingdom 
and to prepare those whom God places in 
His Church for their roles in that Kingdom. 

Understanding the firstfruits
Once more, those who are being prepared 

for the great purpose of reigning with Jesus 
Christ are the firstfruits. The firstfruits are 
the first of God’s great harvest of those 
being brought to salvation. 

Note that Jesus’ parable of the talents 
tells of those entrusted with their master’s 
goods and the responsibility to make good 
use of them—producing a profit or increase. 
This corresponds to those who are called 
now—given God’s blessings, particularly 
His Word and His Spirit, which grow in the 
lives of those to whom they are given. 

At one point after teaching, Jesus said, 
“I thank You, Father, Lord of heaven and 
earth, that You have hidden these things 
from the wise and prudent and have 
revealed them to babes” (Matthew 11:25).

Consider this meaningful statement 
(and compare Luke 8:10). God has clearly 
hidden His truths from some people. Not 
everyone is given this precious truth during 
this age. The vast majority of people—even 
many who claim to be Christians—don’t 
understand God’s great purpose. 

It’s generally not understood by most 
sincere churchgoing Christians that they 
are not going to heaven as disembodied 
souls when they die. The reality is that 
the dead are not conscious and await a 
resurrection (Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10; Daniel 
12:2). Jesus Christ will come a second time 
and resurrect those who “sleep in Jesus” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:14), the true Christians 
who die in this age, and they will assist 
Him in a 1,000-year reign on the earth 
(Revelation 20:4, 6). It is through His 
righteous rule that peace will come, and all 
people will then come to know God. The 
world does not know the true God now.

The rest are not lost 
God can certainly make His message 

known if He so chooses. So why would 
people believe that most are lost if they are 
not “saved” now during this age? 

The fact of the matter is simple: God is 
not calling everyone now. But just because 
they haven’t been called in this age doesn’t 
mean that they are excluded from an 
opportunity to achieve the great salvation 
God offers. 

God is dealing with those Scripture calls 
His “elect” in this age (Matthew 24:22, 24, 
31; Romans 8:33; 11:7). They are called 
during this age of the devil’s rule. This is 
why they have to overcome or prevail. 

Jesus says to them, “He who overcomes, 
and keep my works until the end, to 
him will I give power over the nations” 
(Revelation 2:26) and “To him who 
overcomes I will grant to sit with Me on 
My throne, as I also overcame and sat down 
with My Father on His throne” (Revelation 
3:21). They must also endure to the end to 
be saved (Matthew 10:22; 24:13). 

The great 1,000-year reign of Jesus 
Christ and His saints on earth will be a  
time when all mortal human beings then 
living will receive the opportunity for 
salvation in a world where the devil is 
locked away (Revelation 20:1-4, 6). These 
will include those who live on after the 
terrible events at the end of this age into 
the next age, the age when Christ and His 
saints, the firstfruits, will bring God’s  
way of life through the administration of 
His law to the entire world.

People’s lives will be so affected by 
Christ’s reign over this earth that, as Jere-
miah prophesies: “No more shall every 
man teach his neighbor, and every man his 
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they 
all shall know Me, from the least of them 
to the greatest of them, says the Lord. For 
I will forgive their iniquity, and their sin I 
will remember no more” (Jeremiah 31:34). 
Unlike today, this will clearly be a time of 
salvation for everyone. 

What about “the rest of the dead”? 
The rest of the dead (Revelation 20:5, 

12) will be resurrected after the 1,000 years 
are over. This also takes place in a world 
in which Satan has no influence, having 
been removed for good. They will “stand 
before God” and for the first time will have 
the opportunity to be properly instructed 
in God’s wonderful truth. Led to following 
God’s ways that they were ignorant of or 
didn’t understand during the age in which 
they lived prior to Christ’s second coming, 
they will at last find true forgiveness of 
their sins through Jesus Christ. This is not 
a second chance for them. It is their first 
opportunity to be saved. The wonderful and 
gracious truth of the matter is that they are 
not lost. 

Let’s make this as plain as we can. 
Those who have been blinded during this 
age, which includes the vast majority of 
humanity throughout history, are not lost. 
They have never had their first opportunity 
to be saved. 

This answers a question that deeply 
troubles so many: How can God condemn 
the billions of people—including babies 
and children who have died before they 
matured—who never so much as heard the 
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name of Jesus Christ or even knew about 
the true God?

Again, the answer is simple. God isn’t 
calling everyone now, and neither has He 
condemned them. Everyone will have a 
fair and generous opportunity to turn to 
their Creator who gave them life and who 
also paid a high price for them in Christ’s 
sacrifice. 

At this time God is calling only the 
firstfruits—those who are called first—
those who attain to salvation in a world 
ruled by the devil. Because they are called 
now, God has a special duty for them 
to serve with Him to bring the truth of 
salvation to all people in later ages. 

What you should do
You ought to ask yourself: “How much 

do I know about all this?” If you say, “I am 
not blinded,” then you have some decisions 
to seriously consider. You are faced with 
the question: “What will I do with God’s 
generous offer to be part of His firstfruits?”

You won’t hear this in mainstream 
Christian churches. Only the true Church 
of God has taught how God’s great plan 
unfolds to include all people. Very few 
even understand what salvation really 
means. Fewer yet understand the concept of 
firstfruits. And it is impossible to attain to a 
salvation you know very little about. 

But if you understand that God is calling 
and preparing His firstfruits, you need to 
look into God’s great purpose for you and 
all mankind. We are a special creation, 
made to have a relationship with God that 
will extend for all eternity. 

God has no interest in leaving anyone out. 
God is “not willing that any should perish 
but that all should come to repentance”  
(2 Peter 3:9). But the opportunity to 
become part of the firstfruits of God’s 
harvest is special. It’s not easy, to be sure, 
but when something like this comes along 
you wouldn’t expect it to be easy. 

You ought to also first take a good look 
at the Feast of Firstfruits or Pentecost. 
The Church of God, in obedience to 
His instruction, will be observing this 
day as well as each of the festivals God 
commanded. All of them explain vital steps 
in His plan of salvation for mankind. 

Think about the calling of God. Ask 
yourself: Am I being called to something 
special? Do I have a purpose? Is there 
something truly great about my existence 
that the world has failed to tell me about? 

The answer to all three questions is a 
resounding Yes!  GN
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t was the end of the fall festival in Jeru-
salem, on a special Sabbath day, with 
the normally clamorous street stilled 
of commotion. There was a man here, 
blind from birth, who was able to hear 

the relaxing sounds of the Sabbath in a 
way those who see do not. His hearing was 
naturally acute to compensate for lack of 
seeing eyes. 

As he listened, he could now hear a 
group of people coming his way—disciples 
accompanying their teacher, from the sound 
of them. Little did he realize that his life 
was about to change forever. 

But that the works of God might be fulfilled
Scripture tells us what happened next 

in John 9:1: “As Jesus passed by, He saw a 
man who was blind from birth.” The time 

had come for a special and extraordinary 
teaching moment. 

Jesus’ disciples asked Him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was 
born blind?” The common assumption of 
that day was that such a disability was a 
curse due to sin.

Jesus responded, “Neither this man nor 
his parents sinned, but that the works of 
God should be revealed in him.” Yes, Jesus 
knew exactly what he was going to do with 
this man to glorify God. 

At this point, Jesus bent over and spat 
on the ground and made a little mud with 
his saliva, then smoothed it over the man’s 
eyes. Then He told the blind man to go to 
the Pool of Siloam south of the temple to 
wash himself. So often when Christ begins 
to work with people, He gives them an 

assignment—something they can do after 
He performs what only He can do. And we 
see this here. The man obeyed, washed him-
self and miraculously came back seeing.

How did this come to be?
The man’s neighbors had a hard time pro-

cessing this life-changing moment when he 
got home. “Is this the beggar?” they asked. 
Some thought it was him, but others said, 
“It looks like him.” So he announced to 
them, “It’s me!” 

Naturally, they asked, “How did this 
come to be?” The man explained: “A man 
called Jesus made clay and anointed my 
eyes and said to me, ‘Go to the pool of 
Siloam and wash. So I went and washed and 
received sight’” (verse 11). The now-seeing 
man knew that a wonderful man had done 

something beautiful and miraculous for him 
and gave him full credit. 

But this was only the beginning of a story 
that would powerfully affect the formerly 
blind man’s life. 

The amazed neighbors got the man to 
come with them to share his story with 
the Pharisees, religious teachers who ran 
the synagogues. But the reaction of these 
authorities no doubt shocked the man. They 
belittled the miraculous healing, sneering 
that this couldn’t be of God because it was 
done on a Sabbath day.

At that time, man-made religious codes 
prevented care for the disabled on the Sab-
bath other than making them comfortable 
in their plight. In mixing the spittle with 
the clay, Jesus had knowingly snapped a 
trip wire of dos and don’ts that thwarted 

doing good on the Sabbath. Even so, the 
now-healed man simply repeated his story: 
“He put clay on my eyes, and I washed,  
and I see.” 

The authorities put another squeeze play 
on him, demanding, “What do you say 
about Him because He opened your eyes?” 
The man responded with an answer obvious 
to him, but which the others couldn’t see: 
“He is a prophet.” 

The disbelieving authorities then pulled 
the man’s parents into this drama, demand-
ing that they explain how their son could 
now see. The parents, realizing that a wrong 
answer could immediately bring severe con-
sequences, carefully shifted the question, 
saying, “Ask him; he’s an adult and can 
speak for himself.” 

Though I was blind, now I see!

The religious authorities continued to 
badger the man, now isolated from parental 
and neighbor support, to break him of his 
story. They scornfully depicted Jesus as a 
sinner and one apart from God. The for-
merly blind man replied, “Whether He is  
a sinner or not I do not know. One thing  
I know: that though I was blind, now I see.” 

They continued to bully and belittle the 
man, but he refused to back down. His final 
statement proclaimed, “If this Man were 
not from God, He could do nothing.” His 
religious persecutors roared back, “You 
were completely born in sins and you are 
teaching us?” 

John 9:34 tells us, “And they cast him 
out.” They left him where they thought 
they had found him before Jesus touched 
his eyes. In their warped form of religious 
superiority they saw him as a man born in 
sin unable to break free. And, now those 
thinking they were doing God a favor “cast 
him out” from the synagogue, the place of 
community worship (compare verse 22). It 
was easier to brand the man a sinner and 
liar than accept the uncomfortable truth. 

It’s here that one man’s story, every man’s 
story, plays out to full and complete mea-
sure. When others have failed to stand by 
him—be it natural family, neighbors or reli-
gious community—it’s here where we find 

Seeing What God Sees

I

The now-seeing man knew that a wonderful man had 
done something beautiful for him. But this was only the 
beginning of a story that would powerfully affect his life.

Jesus Christ’s encounter with a blind man holds important lessons 
for us as to what it means to accept His invitation of “Follow Me.”  
by Robin Webber
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What does it mean to have 
faith? And what is faith, really? 
The Bible tells us that we are 
to live by faith, but what does 
that mean? How did the many 
figures of the Bible live by faith? 
Discover the answers in our 
free booklet You Can Have Living 
Faith. Request or download your free copy today!

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2,  
or request or download it from our website.
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Jesus Christ doing His most intimate work. 
Remember, Christ had departed the scene 

much earlier. Now, John records, “Jesus 
heard that they had cast him out; and when 
He had found him . . .” (John 9:35). It’s here 
that we once again have revealed a God 
who literally seeks after us. He not only saw 
the blind man at the beginning of the story, 
but now He searched him out and looked  
on his needs. When the man was cast out  
of the Lord’s place of worship, the Lord 
Himself came to his rescue! 

Simple truths and practical steps
But now a question follows from Jesus. 

It’s the same inquiry made of each of us 
that face Him: “Do you believe in the Son 
of God?” The man answered, “Who is He, 
Lord, that I may believe in Him?” 

Jesus responded, “You have both seen 
Him and it is He who is talking with you.” 

The man exclaimed, “I believe!” and 
worshipped Jesus (verses 36-39). Beautiful! 

This story displays the marvelous and real-
istic pathway of how to respond to Christ’s 
invitation to “Follow Me.” This divine 
request and requirement is neither ethereal 
nor mystical but rather has simple truths and 
practical steps as revealed in this example. 

As we step forward on our personal pil-
grimage, let’s be reminded first of all that 

God the Father and Jesus 
saw us first, even in our 
blinded spiritual state, 
and chose to specifically 
deal one-on-one with us 
just like the blind man. 

God doesn’t care what 
the rest of the world 
thinks about us, but 
remembers what Christ 
did at Golgotha for each 
of us He is calling today 
(John 6:44). The reality 
is that all of us at times 
have brought issues to the 
fore that seem hopeless 
or cursed. And yet, God 
says through Christ that 
He can take our current 
plight—be it physical, 
emotional or spiritual—
and, as with the blind 
man of our story, use it 
to bring Him glory and 
honor.

Secondly, remember 
that each of us has a 
story—the story of how 
God has worked in our 

lives. It may not be as dramatic as the story 
of the blind man or Paul being struck blind 
on the road to Damascus, but we have a 
story. We don’t need to embellish it—just 
simply remember it and hold tightly to it at 
all costs. 

The blind man was challenged three 
specific times about his story, but it always 
came back to the same simple facts. Never 
denying God’s entrance into his personal 
darkness, he told it like it was. 

As we hold firmly to what we know, be 
prepared to grow in awareness of just whom 
it is we follow. John 9 isn’t just about a heal-
ing. It explores what it means to experience 
God at new levels. The healed man started 
by calling Jesus “a Man” in verse 11. When 
pressed, he progressed to a new level as 
he called Jesus “a prophet” in verse 17. By 
verse 38, he is proclaiming Jesus as Lord 
and worshipping Him. 

God’s intervention in our lives and our 
corresponding conversion is not simply an 
event. It includes a growing awareness and 
appreciation of just who has entered our 
lives—or, again, just whom it is we follow.

Thirdly, let’s remember that Jesus “saw 
a man who was blind.” It reminds us that 
God the Father and Christ will come into 
our lives and continue to work in our lives 
in Their way and in Their perfect timing—

often when we least expect it. 
When He does intervene, He will at times 

do things we don’t necessarily understand 
—like using the equivalent of spit and mud 
and then telling us to go where He tells us 
to go and do what He tells us to do. There 
is a figurative Pool of Siloam waiting out 
there for each of us. When God speaks to us 
through His Word, obey it! And leave the 
consequences to Him. 

Prepare to answer one simple question

Fourth and finally, let’s understand that 
following God in our day can be a lonely 
business. When God begins to guide us 
by His Spirit (Romans 8:14) don’t for one 
moment think everyone is going to be 
thrilled. They won’t be. But remember:  
The Good Shepherd knows where every 
member of the flock is! 

We worship a God unknown in all other 
religions—the true Shepherd who loves 
His flock and actually seeks after us for our 
good. Let’s embrace and grow in the reality 
that God’s Spirit will never lead us to where 
God’s grace will not keep and uphold us. 

As we strive to continue on the journey 
laid out before us by the One we follow, let 
us prepare for one basic spiritual reality: 
We will continue to be challenged at vari-
ous times and ways throughout our lives 
with the same simple question Jesus asked 
the man He had healed—“Do you believe 
in the Son of God?” 

Our answer will be evident by our 
actions, person by person and deed by deed.

Nearly 100 years ago, the remarkable 
deaf and blind author and activist Helen 
Keller uttered a simple truth when asked, 
“What is the greatest calamity?” She 
answered, “To have eyes and not see.” The 
story of the blind man of John 9 gives us 
eyes to see what God sees as we continue 
the quest of responding to Jesus’ invitation 
of “Follow Me.”  GN

“My sheep Hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me” (John 10:27).

Obeying Jesus Christ’s instruction, the blind man went to the 
pool of Siloam, washed and miraculously gained his sight. 
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s there life after death? If so, how is that possible, and what 
will it be like? Will it last forever?

Most people believe in some kind of life after death. Some, 
however, accept the hopeless idea that this life is all there is 
—that there’s nothing afterward and we just cease to exist. It’s 

a terribly depressing thought to think we will never again see loved 
ones who’ve died—and that we ourselves will one day be gone 
forever. 

A Christian in Washington tells this story:
“When I was 12 years old, my lovable little brother, Roddy, who 

was 3½, suddenly died. This was absolutely devastating to me, my 
parents and my other brother. My world was turned upside down 
with grief. That was over 50 years ago, and I still get choked up 
when I talk about my brother and what happened.

“The tragedy worked for good in that it made me begin to  
think seriously about life. If there was a way to see Roddy again, 
I longed to discover that way. However, I remained in the dark 
spiritually until many years later when God began to open my eyes 
to understand the Bible. What a thrilling ongoing education it has 
been ever since! And each time I have lost another loved one, it  
has further increased my determination to be there for the great 
‘family reunion’ in the next life!”

Let’s delve into the pages of the Bible to see what it has to say  
on this deeply personal but universally important subject of life 
after death.

The Bible’s teaching on life after death
The patriarch Job asked, “If a man dies, shall he live again?” 

(Job 14:14). The good news of Scripture—the fabulous news—is 
YES, he will!

Let’s now see what the Bible has to say about the hope for life 
after death through a “resurrection,” which means “rising again” 
from the dead.
 What is the one greatest hope promised in the Bible?

“. . . In hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised 
before time began” (Titus 1:2, emphasis added throughout).

This reference (and many other scriptures) shows that the mag-
nificent hope for mankind is eternal life! This is what “God, who 
cannot lie, promised before time began.” Hope is not merely a 
“wish”—hope is a desire that is fully expected because of solid 
evidence.
 What was God’s purpose in sacrificing His Son Jesus 
Christ?

“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, 
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlast-
ing life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn 
the world, but that the world through Him might be saved” (John 
3:16-17).

God’s ultimate sacrifice demonstrates the greatest love that 
could be imagined. Although everyone dies, God does not want 

anyone to “perish” forever. He wants everyone to have “everlasting 
life”!
 Is God offering immortality to mortal human beings?

“Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit 
the kingdom of God; nor does corruption inherit incorruption. 
Behold, I tell you a mystery: We shall not all sleep, but we shall all 
be changed—in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last 
trumpet. 

“For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incor-
ruptible, and we shall be changed. For this corruptible must put  
on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So  
when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal 
has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying 
that is written: ‘Death is swallowed up in victory’” (1 Corinthians 
15:50-54).

In this entire chapter of 1 Corinthians 15—often called “the res-
urrection chapter”—the apostle Paul gives us considerable under-
standing of a future resurrection. We are all mortal—physically, 
we all will die. So far, only God has immortality (see 1 Timothy 
6:16). But God is offering immortality to all mankind!
 What was the stunning event that led the disciples to 
unshakeable hope?

“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living 
hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”  
(1 Peter 1:3).

The empty tomb—the resurrection of Christ—was proof to 
Jesus’ disciples that God can raise the dead to life! It gave the dis-
ciples powerful motivation to preach this good news (see Acts 4:2, 
20, 33; 8:4). Plus it led them to truly understand Jesus’ promises 
that God was offering eternal life to all mankind (John 10:28).
 All people have sorrows, but what is the worst kind of 
sorrow?

“But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning 
those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have 
no hope. For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so 
God will bring with Him those who sleep in Jesus. 

“For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are 
alive and remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means 
precede those who are asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend 
from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and with 
the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. Then we 
who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in 
the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And thus we shall always be 
with the Lord.

“Therefore comfort one another with these words” (1 Thessalo-
nians 4:13-18).

The worst kind of sorrow is that of people who have no hope for 
the future. God will awaken us in a resurrection from the dead. 
The resurrections will begin with the second coming of Christ! 

Will the Dead Live Again? 

I

Visit us at www.GNmagazine.org



May/June 2012    41

As Paul states in the above quote, this hope gives us our greatest 
comfort.
 What is the present state of the dead?

“He [Jesus] said to them, ‘Our friend Lazarus sleeps, but I go 
that I may wake him up’” (John 11:11).

John goes on to relate how Jesus raised Lazarus from death to 
life (John 11:12-45). In the Bible, death is often referred to as sleep 
(Job 14:10-12; Psalm 13:3; Daniel 12:2; 1 Thessalonians 4:15)—a 
total lack of consciousness (Psalm 6:5; Ecclesiastes 9:5, 10).

The beautiful metaphor of sleep emphasizes the fact that the first 
death is temporary and that everyone who dies will be awakened 
by God in the future! This understanding of the present state of the 
dead is much more comforting than all the unbiblical and erroneous 
ideas about a disembodied afterlife in supposed bliss or torment.

When someone dies, family and friends often suffer with regrets 
and feelings of guilt about things they had said or done, or things 
they neglected to say or do. But God doesn’t want us to beat our-
selves up about the past. He wants us to repent of our sins and look 
forward to our reunion in the next life, when we will have plenty of 
opportunities to sit and talk with our loved ones.
 What does the Bible say about grieving over the death of a 
loved one?

“Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted” 
(Matthew 5:4).

And Paul’s words quoted earlier: “But I do not want you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest 
you sorrow as others who have no hope” (1 Thessalonians 4:13).

It’s normal and healthy to grieve when we lose the companion-
ship of a loved one. Those who repress grief rather than express-
ing it suffer more emotional problems in the long run. But healthy 
grieving depends on facing the reality of death. 

In today’s humanistic culture obsessed with prolonging human 
life, many people avoid preparing for death or even discussing  
the topic. Feeling it’s taboo to even say the word “died,” people 
will use a euphemism like “passed away.” Denying death makes  
it harder for people to grieve and support one another and heal.

Those who truly understand the Bible still of course feel and 
express grief when their loved ones die because they miss them, but 
they don’t feel fear and despair because their hope and faith give 
them great comfort. As noted earlier, right after explaining about 
the promise of the resurrection, Paul said, “Therefore comfort one 
another with these words” (1 Thessalonians 4:18).

(During a time of grief, it’s important to avoid two common and 
serious mistakes. Don’t try to “drown your sorrows” with alcohol 
or drugs. And don’t neglect your sleep and good nutrition. Getting 
sick will only greatly add to your stress.)
 When resurrected to eternal life, what will we be like?

“Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, 
that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world 
does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we 
are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what we shall 

be, but we know that when He is revealed, we 
shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He 
is. And everyone who has this hope in Him 
purifies himself, just as He is pure” (1 John 
3:1-3).

Just as children of human beings are also 
human and enter the family of the parents, 
“children of God” become part of the glorious 

family of God. “We shall be like Him” (1 John 3:2)! There will be 
more about God’s gift of eternal life in future lessons.

Apply what you’ve learned now
Carefully read all of 1 Corinthians 15, the “resurrection chap-

ter.” Think deeply about what you read and think big! Think of all 
eternity stretching out before you! And after we have lived for mil-
lions of years and look back on this human life, think of how short 
it will seem! 

Read Romans 8:18 and 2 Corinthians 4:16-18 to see how we  
will view the sufferings of this life. We will see what a very small 
sacrifice it was to prepare for the endless paradise of eternal life!

Learn more about what happens after death
Although many know that the Bible teaches there will be a resur-

rection of the dead, common beliefs about immediately going to 
heaven or hell at death have greatly confused the 
issue. But Scripture is quite clear when we look at 
what it actually says as opposed to what so many 
think it says! 

The publishers of The Good News have pro-
duced an eye-opening booklet on the subject, What 
Happens After Death? Request or download your 
free copy today!  GN 

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Psalm 119:105).

The beautiful metaphor of sleep emphasizes the fact 
that the first death is temporary and that everyone 
who dies will be awakened again by God in the future!
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The Bible and You

t was a cold, gray day as I shuffled home 
from school on a January afternoon in 
1959. Even as snow began swirling about 
me in the blustery Wisconsin wind, it felt 
good to escape the confines of my stuffy 

fourth-grade school classroom.
As I turned the corner and began walk-

ing up the street to complete my five-block 
journey home, there on the sidewalk in 
front of me lay a crumpled little brown 
paper bag. Nothing seemed unusual about 
it—just a simple, small lunch sack, the kind 
my mother often gave me to take to school. 
But rather than kick it out of the way or just 
ignore it, I picked it up to look inside. 

As I opened it, my eyes widened with sur-
prise and excitement—there in the bottom 
lay a $20 bill! Of course, $20 may not seem 
like much today, but in 1959 it had about the 
same buying power that $150 does now. 

This was an amazingly huge sum, espe-
cially to a 10-year-old unaccustomed to 
seeing such a large bill! As I pulled it from 
the bag, I began sprinting home to show my 
mother this incredible treasure. Running 
breathlessly through the back door into our 
house, I shouted, “Mom, you have to see 
what I found!” 

As my mother listened carefully to my 
story and the plans I had to spend my new-
found wealth, she burst my bubble. “John,” 
she said, “It’s very likely the person who 
lost this money is searching for it. Shouldn’t 
we try to return it to its rightful owner? 
Why don’t we call the police to ask what we 
should do.” 

Reluctantly I agreed since I knew she 
was right. After all, my parents had always 
instructed my brothers and sisters and me to 
be honest and truthful and to do what was 
correct. 

Mom then called the police department, 
and an officer recommended that we bring 
the money to the station. He explained that it 
would be kept in a vault for six months and 
then, if unclaimed during that time, returned 
to us. Indeed, no one claimed the money in 
that period, so we returned to the police  
station to retrieve it. 

This minor event from my formative years 
made a big impact on me. My mother could 
just as easily have said, “Finders-keepers,” 
and the money would have been mine imme-
diately. But, being a woman of character 
with a desire to teach an important lesson in 
proper values to one of her children, she gave 
me a critical lesson about being concerned 
for and caring about others. 

So why tell you this story? Because it’s not 
simply a narrative about me finding a $20 
bill in a little brown 
paper bag and my 
mother’s advice and 
our actions. Rather, 
there’s a bigger prin-
ciple involved with a 
critical message for 
our day and time.

A selfish world
It’s no secret that 

our world is in seri-
ous trouble. The news 
is often filled with 
reports of people’s dis-
regard for one another. 
We hear of endless 
episodes of corruption, 
deceit, dishonesty, 
immorality, crime, 
rape and murder. 
There are constant 
threats of violence, 
terrorism and warfare. 
Millions live in hope-
lessness, discourage-
ment, fear and worry. Hatred, hostility and 
antagonism are the regular companions of 
people everywhere. 

But why? Why do we find ourselves in this 
state of affairs? 

The answer is that too often people don’t 
really care about others or do what is right. 
As an example, I read a news report about 
an owner who mistakenly entered the wrong 
price for fuel into the computer at his rural 
convenience store. He mistakenly left the “3” 
off the price of $3.59 per gallon. The owner 

estimated that 50 to 75 customers filled up 
before the mistake was discovered, costing 
him more than $4,000. 

Of all those who had fueled their vehicles, 
only one—an 18-year-old young man—was 
honest and truthful enough to return later 
and pay the full amount. But what about the 
scores of other people who bought the fuel? 
Undoubtedly they must have known some-
thing was wrong, but they had no interest in 
doing what was right. 

We see other such incidents, showing  
widespread disrespect toward others, 
repeated day after day throughout the world. 
The wise biblical admonition known as the 
Golden Rule is constantly disregarded: “Do 
to others as you would like them to do to 

you” (Luke 6:31, New Living Translation). In 
other words, people commonly ignore what 
I would call “the lesson of the little brown 
paper bag.” They look out for themselves and 
their interests while ignoring the hurt, loss 
and injury of others. 

This is certainly a self-centered, selfish 
outlook, but it goes much deeper than that. 
All too often people want to decide for them-
selves what is right and wrong. They want to 
live by their own rules, values and standards. 
This attitude can be deadly because, as 

The Lesson of the Brown Paper Bag
Long ago I learned an important lesson that’s stuck with me ever since. 
And soon the time is coming when the entire world will be blessed as 
everyone comes to learn that same lesson!  by John LaBissoniere 

I

My mother, being a woman of character, 
had a desire to teach an important lesson 

in proper values to one of her children 
and gave me a critical lesson about being 

concerned for and caring about others.
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Many people badly understand 
the Ten Commandments, view-
ing them as a harsh list of re-
strictive dos and don’ts. In do-
ing so they miss the whole point 
and purpose of God’s laws—
that they are designed to bring 
great blessings not just to those 
who commit to obeying them from the heart, but to 
everyone. Be sure to read our free booklet The Ten 
Commandments. And to learn more about the coming 
Kingdom that Jesus Christ will establish on earth at 
His return, request or download your free copy of The 
Gospel of the Kingdom.

Contact any of our offices listed on page 2, or 
request or download them from our website.

God’s Word tells us twice, “There is a way 
that seems right to a man, but its end is the 
way of death” (Proverbs 14:12; 16:25). 

A “way of death”? To be sure, it’s an 
approach that guarantees distressing, misera-
ble results that can and do end in destruction.

Those consequences are summed up in 
Hosea 4:6, where God says, “My people 
are destroyed for lack of knowledge.” What 
knowledge? The knowledge of obedience to 
God’s eternal, spiritual laws expressed in the 
Ten Commandments and in other statutes 
outlined in His Word, the Bible. 

Living laws
These timeless, divine laws are designed 

to benefit each individual as well as his 
neighbor. They’re not just “religious instruc-
tion” reserved only for churchgoers. Rather, 
our Creator God set in motion living laws 
that govern all human relationships. If these 
laws are broken, they bring severe penalties 
resulting in suffering. If they are diligently 
obeyed, everything good is produced.

While human beings have discovered the 
unseen laws of science that control our physi-
cal universe, such as the law of gravity, they 
often refuse to recognize that there are invis-
ible laws governing interactions between 
people. Some of these laws can be discov-
ered by trial and error, but all of them are 
categorized and made plain through God’s 
revelation in the Scriptures. 

The first four of the Ten Commandments 
explain how to give respect and honor to 
God. The remaining six can be summarized 
as outgoing concern for the good and welfare 
of others. Once again, we might call this 
“the way of the little brown paper bag.”

The reason human relationships are often 
in turmoil is that people habitually reject this 
giving, caring, thoughtful way of life and 
choose instead the way of selfishness. As a 
result, they are not in harmony with their Cre-
ator’s laws, which are designed to help every-
one successfully interact with each other. 

If people break these instructions, the pen-
alties consequently break them, just like try-
ing to thwart the physical law of gravity. This 
simply means that God’s living laws contain 
natural enforcement—penalties for their  
disobedience and rewards for obedience.

When people obey God’s laws they not 
only help themselves and others, but they 
show esteem and reverence toward their Cre-
ator. Sadly, people often won’t recognize or 
acknowledge those divine pronouncements 
and persistently and stubbornly attempt to 
determine good and evil on their own. 

Is it any wonder then that mankind’s 

decision-making process, using human 
reasoning apart from God’s revelation, has 
produced crushing discontent and suffering 
down through time? The prophet Jeremiah 
summarized humankind’s dilemma when he 
wrote, “O Lord, I know the way of man is 
not in himself; it is not in man who walks to 
direct his own steps” (Jeremiah 10:23).

The way to peace and happiness
Considering the often-dismal record 

of human relationships, is society simply 
doomed to continue along a path of anguish 
and adversity? Is it even possible that people 
can come to learn how to live at peace with 
one other? 

The fact is, there is a way that can lead to 
happiness and peace for everyone. Content-
ment and success can be attained and people 
can learn to really care for one another. Does 
this sound too good to be true? It isn’t. Any-
one who is willing to search for those quali-
ties can discover and implement them. 

When people are given the knowledge of 
God and come to understand His laws and 
His plan and purpose, they must personally 
and individually take it to heart! They must 
turn from going their own selfish way and 
begin to follow God. 

The apostle James explains that doing so 
requires profound repentance, careful obe-
dience and faith. “So get rid of all the filth 
and evil in your lives, and humbly accept 
the word God has planted in your hearts, 
for it has the power to save your souls. But 
don’t just listen to God’s word. You must do 
what it says. Otherwise, you are only fool-
ing yourselves” (James 1:21-22, New Living 
Translation, emphasis added).

God wants you and me to really listen 
to Him and then do what He says. Why? 
Because it’s for our own good and the good 
of others and because it honors Him as our 
Creator (Deuteronomy 30:19). He wants us 
to live by His Word because it is the founda-
tion of all knowledge. The Scriptures are 
designed “to make you wise for salvation 
through faith which is in Christ Jesus”  
(2 Timothy 3:15).

A new day will dawn
We can obtain that very wisdom and enjoy 

its great blessings both in this life and the 
next. But we must continually and deliber-
ately focus on going God’s way, even as the 
world as a whole persists in traveling down 
its old, weary road to destruction. Actually, 
we can be on the leading edge of an exciting 
new day that will dawn for all humanity!

Jesus Christ announced the coming of that 

time with His wonderful news of the King-
dom of God (Matthew 24:14). In that day  
He will return to earth to establish God’s 
righteous government (Revelation 11:15;  
1 Thessalonians 4:16). 

From that time forward humanity will 
finally end its long journey of stumbling 
from bad to worse as we try to decide right 
from wrong for ourselves. Instead, people 
will actively be taught the laws of God in a 
reorganized global system of right education. 
“Many people shall come and say, ‘Come, 
and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, 
to the house of the God of Jacob; He will 
teach us His ways, and we shall walk in His 
paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the law, 
and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem’” 
(Isaiah 2:3).

Every aspect of life will be changed in 
that coming new worldwide government 
based on God’s commandments. Prosperity, 
joy and happiness will be the result of true, 
godly knowledge being carefully taught and 
observed. “For the earth shall be full of the 
knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover 
the sea” (Isaiah 11:9). You and I can have a 
part in that impending awesome future! We 
can help Christ rule in justice, morality, gen-
erosity and selflessness (Revelation 5:10). 

Although the $20 bill and the little brown 
paper bag I found on that cold January after-
noon in 1959 are long gone, the lesson my 
mother instilled in me continues to this day. 
I’m glad I’ve had the opportunity to share  
it with you. I encourage you to take it to 
heart and act on the knowledge of God.  

Together, let us prepare now for the won-
derful coming time when everyone every-
where will deeply care about the needs and 
feelings of others and will strive to always 
do what is right. What a marvelous time that 
will be. I hope to see you there!  GN
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“Planet Earth: Lucky Accident or Master Handiwork?”

I found your latest issue in my workplace break room. I appreciate your 
efforts in dealing with the science/evolution issue, but notice that you did not 
address the creation date problem. This is a serious flaw in any examination 
of the controversies related to science and the Bible. As long as a sizeable and 
vocal portion of Christians claim that the universe and life on earth are only a 
few thousand years old, then biblical Christianity is “dead on arrival” as far as 
educated nonbelievers are concerned. 

B.G.B., Melfa, Virginia

You are right that this issue poses a considerable challenge to some. The 
question of the earth’s age is discussed in considerable detail on pages 62- 
63 of our free booklet Creation or Evolution: Does It Really Matter What You 
Believe? It’s likewise addressed on pages 16-17 of our free booklet Is the Bible 
True? Interested readers should request or download these two publications. 

The new Good News

The new Good News magazine is wonderful! I love the focus on Christian liv-
ing and the mini-Bible feature. It is even more loaded with priceless good news 
for all people.

B.W., Internet

Every issue of your magazine is a joy to receive. I especially enjoyed the new 
columns in the latest issue. I save each magazine on the shelf with my Bibles, 
dictionaries and all the booklets you have sent me. I’ve been doing a study on 
heaven, soul, spirit and what happens when you die. Your booklets have been a 
great help to me in searching for the relevant scriptures. I am enclosing a small 
donation and will try to do so more often. I could never afford the books cover-
ing all the information you’ve sent me. Please send me your booklet Is God a 
Trinity? I want to understand and learn all that God wants me to know.  

P.T., Myrtle Beach, South Carolina

I have just received the March-April edition of The Good News. My compli-
ments go to the editorial staff because it is an outstanding accomplishment. It is 
very, very good. I was attending a study group last night and I started to quiz our 
lecturer about a lot of information I had gotten from your magazine. As a result a 
number of people came up to me at the end of the lecture and wanted to know 
why I was such a studious man. I explained about the magazine to them. 

Reader from New South Wales, Australia

Thank you for your publications. At our house we get many magazines and 
other letters and brochures. Many we simply cannot read because of time con-
straints. But let me assure you that yours are always given priority. A contribution 
is enclosed.

C.K., Mifflintown, Pennsylvania

I have been getting The Good News magazine and have ordered and 
received several booklets. I have never understood more clearly than I do now 
when reading your information. The Bible has always been difficult for me to 
understand, and you focus on very important matters, always following with 

Bible verses. Now I feel as though I can understand more and become even 
closer to God. You are appreciated!

B.M., Springfield, Missouri

Why not enroll in our free 12-lesson Bible Study Course? 

Beyond Today

I love watching Beyond Today. Please continue to send that beloved magazine 
The Good News. Enclosed is a donation check. 

J.M., Kennewick, Washington

I have been watching the Beyond Today TV program on a regular basis. As 
your commentators have pointed out, life today seems chaotic, but it is unfold-
ing as was predicted by the prophet Isaiah. It is always beneficial to study the 
Bible, but I also need Christian fellowship to strengthen me. Could you suggest 
a local church that I could begin to attend? I am presently looking for a new 
church. Thank you for your efforts to promote Christ in an unbelieving world.

Reader from Ontario, Canada

We have passed on your request to our regional representative. We also 
suggest that you ask for our free booklets The Church Jesus Built and This Is 
the United Church of God. 

I have received The Good News and have read it from cover to cover. Beyond 
Today is absolutely great. I am enclosing my contribution for the year 2012. 
Keep up the good work. You are appreciated. 

Reader from Yukon, Canada

Is God a Trinity?

I look forward to receiving your literature as it provides a lot of real informa-
tion. I also want to thank you for the booklet that I recently received called Is God 
a Trinity? I have found it fascinating. I have always doubted and questioned the 
idea of a Trinity as I was taught it in Sunday school. I could never quite accept it.

Reader from Queensland, Australia

What Does the Bible Teach About Tithing?

I watch your weekly Beyond Today show, and this week’s message on tithing  
is one that I need to pay more attention to, even though I am incarcerated right 
now. I would very much like it if you would send me a copy of the booklet you’ve 
advertised called What Does the Bible Teach About Tithing? Even though your 
message on tithing was clear, a more in-depth study would be an asset in my life. 

Reader from New Brunswick, Canada

After having read your booklet on tithing, I have come to realize that unwit-
tingly I have been guilty of breaking the commandment that says, “Thou shalt 
not steal.” I was brought up to be honest—you don’t lie, cheat or steal. I 
thought of myself as being fairly honest. Now I have come to realize that by not 
tithing, I am actually stealing from God. So I’d best be mending my ways. 

R.W., Iowa Falls, Iowa

Spreading the gospel of God

A week ago while at a restaurant, a friend who works there gave me three 
booklets: Jesus Christ: The Real Story, Creation or Evolution: Does It Really Mat-
ter What You Believe? and You Can Have Living Faith. They were left on the table 
to be thrown away. I have read through the Bible numerous times, but found 
these very informative and enjoyable to read. Enclosed is a little gift to cover the 
postage of any other booklets that you might have available to send me. 

G.D.T., Charleston, Illinois

Thank you for The Good News magazine. I look forward to each issue, and 
the other materials you send are wonderful too. I was baptized as a baby and 
accepted Christ at age 14. But shortly thereafter I stopped attending church. 
I never stopped praying, but I defiantly stopped listening and am ashamed of 
many things I did during those years. 

Despite all that, God has blessed me and my family time and time again. 
Off and on I have tried to find a church that I felt comfortable with and whose 
message was acceptable to what I felt in my heart. Your publications, and more 
importantly your beliefs, have brought me back. Now I read every day from 

Letters From Our Readers

Are you on Facebook? If so, visit our 
Good News magazine page. See what 
other readers are saying. Find links to 
interesting articles and Web commen-
taries. Become a Good News magazine 
Facebook fan!

I really enjoy The Good News maga-
zine. It gives a good understanding of 
the Bible and highlights information not 
given in mainstream Christian faiths. I 
highly recommend this magazine to all.

- K.T., Good News magazine Facebook fan

Visit The Good News on Facebook

www.facebook.com/GoodNewsMagazine
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Published letters may be edited for clarity and space. Address your letters  
to The Good News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027, U.S.A.,  
or e-mail gninfo@ucg.org (please be sure to include your full name, city,  
state or province, and country).

Answers to your questions about the Bible and Christian living

God’s Holy Word, and your work helps me greatly in understanding it. I wish I 
were closer to one of your congregations, as I would like to attend. Please find 
enclosed a small donation to assist with your work. 

L.G.J. Chester, South Carolina

Q: The issue of keeping the Sabbath causes me great concern. I know 
what the Bible says, and I want to follow God’s Word, but our church 
worships on Sunday, as all churches seem to. I am worried about not 
following God’s Word.

A.G., Southampton, England

A: All of us should be concerned about whether we are following God’s 
instructions or not. God offers encouragement for those who sincerely want 
to obey Him. Speaking through the prophet Isaiah He says, “This is the one 
to whom I will look: he who is humble and contrite [remorseful] in spirit, and 
trembles at my word” (Isaiah 66:2, English Standard Version).

The apostle Paul clearly stated that we are to obey God’s law: “For it is not 
the hearers of the law who are righteous before God, but the doers of the law 
who will be justified” (Romans 2:13, ESV, emphasis added throughout).

The apostle James, half-brother of Jesus Christ, made the same point 
that we must be doers of God’s law: “But be doers of the word, and not 
hearers only, deceiving yourselves . . . But he who looks into the perfect law 
of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the 
work, this one will be blessed in what he does” (James 1:22, 25).

God also gives clear instructions not to change the form of worship He 
lays down in Scripture: “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; 
you shall not add to it nor take away from it” (Deuteronomy 12:32). 

Jesus Christ firmly challenged the Pharisees for altering God’s laws 
and substituting their own traditions and interpretations (Matthew 15:7-9; 
Mark 7:6-13). He made it very clear that such practices did not have His 
approval.

With specific regard to the seventh-day Sabbath, Jesus stated of Himself 
that “the Son of Man is also Lord of the Sabbath” (Luke 6:5). As the Creator 
on behalf of God the Father, Jesus was the One who created the Sabbath 
(John 1:1-3, 14; Ephesians 3:9; Colossians 1:16). He commissioned His 
Church to preach the gospel, but that mission does not include any authority 
to change God’s commandments. Instead they were to follow His obedient 
example and teaching (Matthew 28:18-20). Jesus clearly stated, “I have 
kept My Father’s commandments” (John 15:10).

With that established, we can now address who usurped the authority  
of God the Father and Jesus Christ and taught that God’s seventh-day  
Sabbath had been transformed to Sunday.

The Convert’s Catechism of Catholic Doctrine (Peter Geiermann, 1957) 
specifically states on page 50:

“Q. Which is the Sabbath day?
“A. Saturday is the Sabbath day.
“Q. Why do we observe Sunday instead of Saturday?
“A. We observe Sunday instead of Saturday because the Catholic 

Church, in the Council of Laodicea, transferred the solemnity from Saturday 
to Sunday.”

Clearly, keeping holy God’s seventh-day Sabbath (observed from Friday 
sunset until Saturday sunset) has been replaced by Sunday worship in 
mainstream Christianity. Indeed Catholic writings confirm the basis for this 
substitution being the belief that the Church had the authority to overrule 
the very words of God. But by what authority? To quote the same source:

“A. The Church substituted Sunday for Saturday by the plenitude of 
divine power that Jesus Christ bestowed upon her” (ibid.).

Later, Protestant groups split away from the Catholic Church, but they 
mostly followed Rome’s lead in accepting Sunday.

Yet Christ commissioned His disciples to teach obedience to God’s law, 
not to alter it. When confronted by Satan, Christ answered, “It is written, 
‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from 
the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:4). God, at Mt. Sinai, spoke the Ten Com-
mandments, including the Sabbath commandment.

Throughout the book of Acts, the New Testament Church consistently 
met on the Sabbath day (Acts 13:14, 27, 42, 44; 16:13; 18:4). Clearly the 
early Church followed the example that Jesus Christ had set (Luke 4:16). 
Notice the phrase “as His custom was.” Down through the centuries the 
true Church has followed biblical instruction and example by observing the 
seventh-day Sabbath.

The New Covenant did not amend the Ten Commandments. Indeed 
Jesus Christ strengthened and magnified them as prophesied in the Old 
Testament (Isaiah 42:21). The command to “remember the Sabbath day,  
to keep it holy” (Exodus 20:8) points us back to Creation, identifying God  
as our Creator and the one who made the Sabbath day by resting on it 
(Genesis 2:1-3). 

As shown in Hebrews 4:4-10, it also points forward to the coming millen-
nial Sabbath rest when Jesus Christ reigns on earth in the Kingdom of God. 
The Greek word sabbatismos, translated “rest” in verse 9, literally means 
“a Sabbath-keeping,” “a Sabbath rest” or a keeping of a Sabbath” (Vine’s 
Expository Dictionary of Old and News Testament Words, 1985, “Rest”). 

Many church organizations today have lost sight of these facts and  
reject the Sabbath. But as Jesus said of the religious leaders of His day: 
“They are blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind leads the blind, both 
will fall into a ditch” (Matthew 15:14). We must not follow those who have 
rejected God’s explicit commandments and substituted human tradition in 
their place.  

None of us can alter the beliefs and practices of the world around us.  
But what we can do is strive to obey God to the best of our ability. As 
Christ’s apostles said, “We ought to obey God rather than men” (Acts 5:29). 
Inevitably this will put us at variance with many religious practices, customs 
and traditions of men. But if we want to follow the teachings of Jesus Christ 
and obey God, we must bring our lives into line with the true teachings of 
the Bible. 

And it should be noted that not all churches worship on Sunday instead 
of the Sabbath. A sizable number, though still a small minority, worships  
on the Sabbath in accordance with God’s instruction. The United Church  
of God, which publishes The Good News magazine, has hundreds of con-
gregations around the world that observe God’s seventh-day Sabbath.

For more information on how and why the Sabbath was replaced by 
Sunday and how to observe the true Sabbath today, request or download 
our free booklet Sunset to Sunset: God’s Sabbath Rest. Also helping explain 
the story is The Church Jesus Built. 

Those interested in finding a Sabbath-observing congregation near them 
can check our website at www.ucg.org/congregations. 
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his may be an embarrassing admis-
sion for a grown man, but I have a 
box full of old comic books that I 
refuse to throw out, sell or even give 
away. I’ve been saving them for years 

to give to my son when he is old enough 
to read. But has reading become so out-of-
style that he won’t even bother with them 
when the time comes? We live in the digital 
age! Why read when audio and video clips 
are available anywhere, anytime? And what 
should we read?  

The need to read 
All of us need to read. Not only can it be 

fun, but it’s good for our brains! Our brain 
processes information obtained from dif-
ferent media in different ways. It remains 
fairly passive when dealing with video on a 
screen, but when you read, your brain kicks 
into high gear and works in an entirely dif-
ferent way. In a book on this subject titled 
Amusing Ourselves to Death, author Neil 
Postman asserts that the way your brain 
works while reading is not just different, 
it’s better. 

Reading requires interactive, intellectual 
involvement. Watching a screen does not. 
It’s as simple as that. 

Comic books beat television! 
We can help our brains even more by 

purposely managing what we put into them. 
Believe it or not, reading comic books helps 
our brains more than watching television! 
And a variety of reading helps far more. 

This is important to think about for those 
of us who live in areas where summer vaca-
tion from school will soon begin. When 
class assignments no longer force you to 
read certain things, will you spend the 
vacation months feeding your brain a good 
variety of intellectual food? 

A recent study of academic achieve-
ment found that over summer break many 
students tend to lose much of the academic 
progress they gained during the school 
year. A statistical analysis presented in 
Malcolm Gladwell’s book Outliers: The 
Story of Success showed two good ways  
to prevent intellectual loss in our brains. 
They are: 

Read more at www.VerticalThought.org  
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Visit us at www.VerticalThought.org

You can read your way to a better 
working brain—and build moral 
character at the same time.   
by Frank Dunkle

T
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Read more at www.VerticalThought.org  
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If you like reading our articles 
for teens and young adults  
in The Good News, be sure 

to take a look at our companion 
magazine, Vertical Thought, at 
www.VerticalThought.org.
This magazine is specially written 
for our younger Good News audi-
ence. Each issue is packed with help-
ful insight and eye-opening articles 
guiding today’s young people in get-
ting the most out of life—both now 
and in the future.

You’ll uncover lots of fascinating 
facts, meet many interesting peo-
ple, discover what’s really going on 
behind the scenes in our world, 
learn answers to your questions  
and find practical, down-to-earth 
guidance on all kinds of subjects.

Visit VerticalThought.org today!

• Continue going to school during the 
vacation period—a solution that would 
probably not be very popular with most 
students. 

• Actively work your brain on your own 
throughout the vacation. Activity pro-
grams at camps and museums and visits 
to historical sites and nature preserves 
provide great opportunities. 

Or you can read! It’s an inexpensive 
and easy way to develop and preserve 
your brainpower and be on top of your 
game when school restarts. 

School vacation reading list 
Good summer reading includes a vari-

ety of material. Visit your local library 
or bookstore and stroll up and down the 
aisles to begin building your list. Find 
some novels, perhaps action-adventure or 
high drama—being careful of course to 
avoid anything that glorifies immorality 
or promotes wrong values. 

A self-improvement book could be 
useful, as might a how-to manual. Works 
based on scientific or social research, such 
as those referenced above, can be quite 
interesting. And don’t forget to include 
some poetry. Good poetry can lift your 
spirits, and its rhythms are—you guessed 
it—good for your brain! 

Finally, let me suggest one more book 
to add to your school break reading list 
that truly has something for every taste 
and is truly for everyone. It’s the Bible. 

Read the Bible 
The Bible already has all the genres 

I just mentioned, and it has the benefit 
of also being the Word of God that can 
lead you closer to Him. Do you like high 
adventure? How about a story in which 
the son of a king plots to overthrow his 
father? The story of King David and 
his son Absalom is filled with political 
intrigue and family tension, and it reaches 
a climax with a tumultuous battle. It’s all 
there in the book of 2 Samuel. 

Do you want to read some great self-
improvement tips? The book of Proverbs 
is just what you need. In it King Solomon, 
the wisest man to ever live until Christ, 
gives a wealth of inspired advice on how 
to organize your life, avoid painful les-
sons, get the most out of life, get along 
with other people and love God. 

Speaking of other people, if you want 
to explore some of the great philosophical 
questions of all time, devote some time to 
the books of Job and Ecclesiastes. What 

makes for a happy life? Is there life after 
death? Why do good people sometimes 
suffer, while evil people seem to prosper? 
The answers are right there. 

While you’re in that section of Scrip-
ture, you’ll notice that the book of Psalms 
is a large collection of lyric poetry written 
in several different styles. In the quest for 
other biblical poetry, most of Exodus 15 is 
a song of triumph to celebrate deliverance 
from slavery. Likewise, Judges 5 records 
the lyrics of a song celebrating victory 
in battle. The previous chapter gives the 
prose version of the story. Think how 
beneficial it would be for your brain if you 
analyzed and compared the two versions. 

Of course the Bible also provides lots 
of my favorite type of reading—biography 
and history. You can read the life stories 
of famous people like Moses, King David, 
the apostle Paul and, of course, Jesus! 
The books of Joshua and Judges are full 
of military history, not to mention some 
stories of individual heroics that were cap-
tivating enough to make me put the comic 
books aside years ago. 

Along with reading the Bible, you can 
also read material to help you understand 
it better—such as this magazine. The pub-
lishers of The Good News also produce a 
magazine for teens and those of college 
age, Vertical Thought, as well as many 
free booklets you might add to your read-
ing list. One you can use as a study guide 
about the Bible is called How to Under-
stand the Bible. It and other booklets are 
available on request or to read online at 
www.GNmagazine.org. Still, as helpful as 
biblical literature is, it’s no substitute for 
reading Scripture itself, the very Word of 
God. 

The best reading 
That brings us back to where I started. 

Compared to watching videos on the com-
puter and television, even reading comic 
books seems like too much work for most 
people looking for entertainment. But 
remember, reading is good for your brain, 
and a better brain will give you advan-
tages in school, your career and just about 
every aspect of your life. 

Reading anything will give you a cere-
bral advantage. But reading the Bible, and 
material to help you understand it, will 
make you a better person. This doesn’t need 
to be the only thing on your reading list. 
Enjoy a variety of good reading, but make 
sure to include a lot of the best and most 
important reading of all—the Bible.  GN
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Watch the Beyond Today TV program on WGN America!

Sunday mornings
8:30 a.m. Eastern 
7:30 a.m. Central 
6:30 a.m. Mountain 
5:30 a.m. Pacific
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May 12 or 19, 2012 • kogbibleseminars.org

Go online now to reserve your free spot for the Kingdom of God 
Bible Seminars @ kogbibleseminars.org

                 See the list of participating cities with times and  
    locations. If you do not have online access at home,    

You’re warmly invited to attend the Kingdom of God Bible Seminars, coming to a city 
near you. • Learn why Jesus Christ’s message holds the key to human survival. • 
Find the keys to developing a deeper, more meaningful relationship with your Creator!

The Good News magazine and Beyond Today television are sponsoring Bible seminars around the world!

May 
12 or 19


