
Noted Daily Mail columnist 
Melanie Phillips sums up 
the sad state of affairs in the 

British nation. She recently wrote: 
“The government is convulsed by 
spiralling revelations in which minis-
ters and their aides are all swearing, 
plotting and spinning… Meanwhile 
the [London] Metropolitan Police 
is reeling under mounting claims of 
brutality at the G20 demonstration… 
Indeed, almost everywhere the gover-
nance of Britain appears to be crum-
bling before our eyes” (April 20, 2009, 
emphasis added throughout).

The latest incident involves the dis-
closure of a private e-mail by a senior 
government political adviser virtually 
slandering a few prominent members 
of the opposition Conservative Party. 
This official was subsequently forced 
to resign. But as Melanie Phillips 
observed: “True responsibility lies with 
the politicians who have used such 
creatures to carry out their destabilis-
ing campaigns and have perverted the 
whole of politics as a result.” 

This sad state of affairs shows the 
contempt that some political leaders 
have for their opponents. How can 

the country pull together when its 
political leaders are so divided? 

The state church in crisis

Meanwhile Rod Liddle, writing in 
the well-respected weekly magazine 
The Spectator, asserted that the lead-
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Britain’s Prime Minister Gordon 
Brown apologized on April 16 
for offensive e-mails about top 
opposition figures sent by one 
of his most influential aides.
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Swine Flu Incites Fear of Pandemic

Darris McNeely

Fear! Health alert! Pandemic! These are the alarming words in the headlines as 
the world begins to address the outbreak of a new strain of swine flu virus. Are 
we on the verge of the oft-predicted next great pandemic of flu that could kill 

millions? Or will it turn out to be a milder form that tapers off in a few weeks? We 
don’t know, and by the present news accounts, the experts are not sure either.

Here is what we do know. It is an H1N1 form of the flu, but scientists have not 
seen this particular strain before. People do not have immunity, and there is no vac-
cine specifically tailored to this strain. This is very important as it can take up to 
eight months for scientists to develop a vaccine once a virus is isolated. The disease 
has spread to more than 10 states in the United States. Europe is also seeing cases 
appear. Mexico, where it may have originated, is on full alert, with schools and many 
public places closed and the populace wearing face masks in public.

Influenza is an underrated disease. Most do not know that in 1918 a worldwide 
outbreak took the lives of more than 50 million people. Unlike most strains of 
influenza, it was not the elderly who suffered the most; it was the young and the 
healthy. 

The speed with which the healthy were mowed down in country after country 
created a deep and lasting fear. Governments tried to keep information from the 
public to prevent panic. Fear kept volunteers from taking food to people too ill to 
feed themselves and who then starved to death. John Barry, author of The Great 
Influenza, writes, “The fear, not the disease, threatened to break the society apart…  
‘Civilization could have disappeared within a few more weeks’” (2005, p. 462).

Scientists have been predicting another such outbreak could occur today. A 
super flu virus like that of 1918 could appear in a remote corner of the world and 
spread a scorching fire around the world, with millions of people crossing interna-
tional borders each day. Our global world would act like an incubating petri dish for 
any virus, allowing it to multiply and spread, bringing death to millions.

The critical question right now is, How prepared are the nations for a global 
pandemic? Barry goes to great lengths in his book to show how modern medi-
cal science had progressed to a point in 1918 that it could meet the challenge of a 
worldwide pandemic. Scientists today have been tracking various forms of the flu 
virus, especially avian flu, for years. Vaccines and knowledge have been stockpiled 
in anticipation of the next big outbreak. Whether all elements in society are up to 
the challenge is yet to be determined. 

Barry writes, “Communication matters. If communication is open enough, sur-
veillance good enough, and leadership decisive enough, there is a slight but real 
chance a new pandemic virus could be snuffed out at the source by isolating cases, 
quarantining the area, and giving antivirals” (ibid., p. 460). These are all big “ifs,” 
since the record of some nations (for example, China in 2003 with the outbreak of 
the SARS virus) has not always been one of cooperation in such cases. 

Pray this does not occur—and pray this will not be anything like the 1918 out-
break. What is critical for you right now is an understanding of how fragile our 
modern world is. A virus can kill millions, disrupt the economy and threaten the 
fabric of civilization. We have seen the global economy shrink into 
a recession in the last eight months. Events can quickly disrupt a 
stable, tranquil scene and dash hopes and well-prepared plans. We 
are living in perilous times, and the need for spiritual discernment 
and vigilance has never been greater.

For more information on Bible prophecies of future plague, read 
our series on The Horsemen of Revelation at www.gnmagazine.org/
issues/reprints/horsemen.pdf.        —Darris McNeely



ers of the Church of England “have 
ditched its traditions and reduced it 
to a sort of superannuated ad-hoc 
branch of social services. It has lost 
all sense of mission and direction” 
(“The C of E Has Forgotten Its 
Purpose,” April 7, 2009, p. 14). 

Mr. Liddle’s rather severe indict-
ment accurately reflects the suspi-
cions of many of his countrymen 
and women. He continued: “It [the 
Anglican Church] seems to have 
swallowed whole every convenient 
shibboleth [watchword] of modern 
liberalism, every transient political 
fashion—just as have, by the way, 
our judiciary, our social services, 
our education departments. It has 
become an institution which is more 
politically correct even than our gov-
ernment; you look to it for moral lead-
ership and it offers none whatsoever.” 

Some nine months ago Theo 
Hobson was even more strident 
in his overall appraisal of British 
Anglicanism. He wrote: “The church 
is damaged beyond repair” (“A Very 
English Coup—and the End of Our 
National Church,” The Spectator, 
July 2, 2008, p. 14). Of course, other 
churches have residence in the United 
Kingdom, but the Church of England 
remains the state church and the one 
expected to set proper spiritual stan-
dards for the whole nation. 

Basic causes examined

This publication has no interest 
in disparaging individuals, govern-
ments or churches just for the sake 
of running people or institutions into 
the ground. Our purpose remains to 
search out basic causes of national 
distress, identify them to our readers 
and recommend solutions from God’s 
Holy Word. King Solomon observed 
that “the curse causeless shall not 
come” (Proverbs 26:2, King James 
Version). 

Jesus Christ asked His Church to 
preach the good news of the Kingdom 
of God as a warning and witness to 
all nations (Matthew 24:14). This is 
one important aspect of our overall 
mission. The other is to prepare a 
people, making disciples around the 
entire world (see Matthew 28:18-20). 

Embroiled in long-running contro-
versies like the ordination of women 
bishops and the role of gay priests, 
the Anglican Church in Britain has 
lost its way. 

Policy makers in the Church of 
England should know that when we 
determine to follow God’s instruc-
tions, we must live up to all His 
standards. God doesn’t permit us 
to rewrite His rules simply because 
humankind is naturally inclined to 
premarital sex, adultery, homosexu-
ality or any other sin. A church has 
no real option but to strictly adhere 
to God’s biblical standards.

What must God think of any 
organization that claims to represent 
Him but ignores His explicit instruc-
tions from both the Old and New 
Testaments? The Judeo/Christian 
Bible should be the source of doc-
trine, belief and practice.

When both the state church and 
the civil government let the people 
down either by dubious personal 
examples or failure to teach tradi-
tional truths, the nation suffers enor-

mously. People follow their leaders, 
and moral behavior takes a dive. 

Conservative Party leader David 
Cameron recently spoke out bold-
ly about other worrying trends in 
Britain. He wrote: “So as we survey 
our broken economy, the hallmarks 
of our broken society are clearer than 
ever—crime, fear, incivility, teenage 
pregnancy, wasted lives. There’s a 
theme that links all of these things 
together. We see it in their root 
causes of family breakdown, welfare 
dependency, debt, drugs, poverty, 
poor policing and failing schools. It 
all comes down to a society that is in 
danger of losing its most important 
value: responsibility.

“You can see this loss of respon-
sibility in the decades-long shredding 
of our civic fabric. There’s been a deep 
erosion of duty and of the unwritten 
codes of courtesy and neighbourli-
ness that sustain our communities. 
This can’t go on” (“It Isn’t Just 
Our Economy That’s Broken—Our 
Society Is Too,” Scotland on Sunday, 
April 26, 2009).

“britain” (Continued from page 1)
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Britain’s leader of the opposition David Cameron delivers his 
speech at the Conservative Party’s Spring Forum on April 

26. The Conservatives have a strong lead in opinion polls as 
Cameron speaks out against a decades-long erosion of duty 

and responsibility in British government and society.
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Marriage and family life in the 
United Kingdom have really suffered 
from a lack of responsible behavior. 
According to an article by Harry 
Wallop (consumer affairs editor of The 
Daily Telegraph), “Women are more 
likely to give birth before they turn 
25 than get married.” This is an offi-
cial statistic which shows “how British 
family life has been transformed in a 
generation. More people are living 
alone, more children are being raised 
by single parents” (“Death of the 
Traditional Family,” April 16, 2009).

The marriage institution has not 
been helped by official government 
policy. “The last tax break for mar-
ried couples, the married couples’ 
allowance was abolished in 2000. 
Gordon Brown’s flagship tax credit 
system pay[s] more to single mothers 
than to two-parent families” (ibid.). 
Major benefit incentives encourage 
single women to bear children.

The nation’s religious 
responsibilities

Religious figures denigrate the Ten 
Commandments both in print and 
public utterances. One Oxford profes-
sor wrote: “Some people think that the 
Ten Commandments are a set of uni-
versal moral rules, which everybody 
should obey. But they are not. They 
are addressed to the Jews… Again 

these are not universal moral rules for 
the whole world” (Keith Ward, God: 
A Guide for the Perplexed, 2002, p. 73, 
emphasis added). The Bible teaches 
otherwise! See our free booklet The 
Ten Commandments. 

Adherence to biblical standards is 
definitely on the wane in the British 
Isles and elsewhere in the Western 
world. Confusion reigns as to what 
is right and what is wrong, good or 
bad, truth or error. 

The Hebrew prophet Isaiah looked 
at his own age and what he saw cer-
tainly applies to our modern world. 
“Woe to those who call evil good, and 
good evil; who put darkness for light, 
and light for darkness; who put bit-
ter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!” 
(Isaiah 5:20). 

As British author Leo McKinstry 
observed: “Children growing up today 
know nothing of the central tenets of 
Christianity: the Ten Commandments, 
the four gospels, the Sermon on the 
Mount… We are living in a reli-
giously illiterate society, where young 
people are not given the opportunity 
to decide for themselves whether to 
believe in God or not because they 
are so ill-informed about the religion 
which built our civilisation” (Turning 
the Tide, 1997, p. 6).

There is no question there are huge 
holes in the British national fabric. 

Relationships are fragile. The land is 
full of broken marriages, lonely peo-
ple, confused and uncared-for chil-
dren, rising violence and a marked 
decline in common courtesy, civility 
and good manners. 

Basic changes are in order across 
the board. Melanie Phillips’ column 
closed with these words of advice: 
“A change of government will not be 
enough. The rot will be stopped only 
if Britain starts once again to believe 
in itself—and in its unique history, 
institutions and values that once made 
it great, but which are now so griev-
ously undermined” (The Daily Mail, 
April 20, 2009). That’s a start, but far 
more is needed.

A call to repentance and renewal

The purpose of this article is 
not to defame Britain or unfairly 
put the microscope on her serious 
national problems. Instead, an inte-
gral part of preaching the true gos-
pel message involves a genuine call 
to repentance—a change of mind 
and heart in an altogether differ-
ent direction—one of obedience to 
God’s basic spiritual law, the Ten 
Commandments. 

What Isaiah wrote so many cen-
turies ago applies equally well today: 
“Cry aloud, spare not; lift up your 
voice like a trumpet; tell My people 
their transgression [of God’s law], 
and the house of Jacob their sins” 
(Isaiah 58:1). For what purpose? So 
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Perhaps no passage in the Bible 
has drawn more speculation than 
Revelation 13:16-17:

“He causes all, both small and great, rich 
and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark 
on their right hand or on their foreheads, 
and that no one may buy or sell except one 
who has the mark or the name of the Beast” 
(emphasis added throughout).

The mark of the Beast has long fas-
cinated readers of Revelation. What will 
the mark be? Will it be a literal mark like 
the Jews had to wear during Hitler’s Third 
Reich? Will it be a figurative mark, such as 
worshipping a false god on a false Sabbath 
day? Or as some modern theories suggest, 
will it be a computer chip that is implant-
ed in each person, allowing him or her to 
“buy and sell” once he or she has “pledged 
allegiance” to the Beast power?

Speculation makes for interesting con-
templation and conversation, but among 
the many questions we might ask about 
the mark of the Beast, there is one very 
important thing we should ask ourselves: 
Will I be ready to reject the mark of the 
Beast when that time comes?

The purpose of the mark

The society that inflicts the mark of 
the Beast differs significantly from the 
world we know today. In that future 
time, there will be no distinction between 
the “small and great, rich and poor, free 
and slave.” No one will be able to “buy 
or sell” anything—that is, conduct any 
commerce—unless he or she publicly 
accepts the precepts, supremacy and ulti-
mate authority of the government led by 
the Beast, thereby receiving its “mark” of 
approval.

What kind of government will hold 
such sway over the people of this world? 

Revelation 13 offers a striking description 
of the world-ruling system of that time.

“Then I saw a Beast coming up out of 
the sea. It had ten horns and seven heads, 
and there was a crown on each horn. A 
name against God was written on each 
head… And the dragon gave the Beast 
all of his power and his throne and great 
authority. One of the heads of the Beast 
looked as if it had been killed by a wound, 
but this death wound was healed. Then 
the whole world was amazed and followed 
the Beast. People worshiped the dragon 
because he had given his power to the 
Beast. And they also worshiped the Beast, 
asking, ‘Who is like the Beast? Who can 
make war against it?’” (Revelation 13:1-4, 
New Century Version).

Here’s a future governmental system 
that arises out of the sea, is a union of 10 
lesser authorities, derives its power and 
authority from Satan (the identity of the 
“dragon” is revealed in Revelation 12:9), 
captivates the imagination of the world 
and exerts such military might that it 
appears invincible.

But there’s more. “The Beast was 
allowed to say proud words and words 
against God, and it was allowed to use 
its power for forty-two months. It used its 
mouth to speak against God, against God’s 
name, against the place where God lives, 
and against all those who live in heaven. 
It was given power to make war against 
God’s holy people and to defeat them. It 
was given power over every tribe, people, 
language, and nation. And all who live on 
earth will worship the Beast—all…whose 
names are not written in the Lamb’s book 
of life” (Revelation 13:5-8, NCV).

This future government and world-
dominating military power is the adversary 
of the God of the Judeo/Christian Bible. It 

Will You Be Ready to Reject the 
Mark of the Beast?

Where there is prophecy, there is plenty of speculation. People wonder: When will the “end time” 
be? Who will be the Beast prophesied in Revelation? What nations will comprise that final union 

the Beast will head, and when will that government arise?

by Rick Shabi

Christ admonished 
His disciples to 
settle it in their 
hearts ahead 
of time that 
they would rely 
on Him for the 
words, strength 
and courage they 
would need to 
endure the time of 
the end—the time 
when mankind 
will have to 
choose between 
loyalty to God 
and accepting the 
mark of the Beast.



stands in opposition to all He stands 
for and seeks to extinguish His way, 
His laws, His people and His pur-
pose from the earth. It exists not for 
the benefit of all mankind, but only 
for those who “worship” it and serve 
its ungodly mission.

This coming system will not be 
based on individual freedom, as 
Western countries are today. It is 
not “one nation under God” or “a 
government of the people, by the 
people and for the people.”

It is a governmental system 
of state and church that is subtly 
influenced and guided by none oth-
er than the spiritual force of Satan 
(“the dragon,” Revelation 13:4). 

This corrupt spiritual being uses 
this system to deflect worship away 
from the source of life, the Creator 
God.

This system’s policies thwart the 
activities of God’s people and turn 
the populace of this world away 
from the true God. Thus unwittingly 
people are in essence indirectly wor-
shipping Satan, who has deceived 
the whole world (Revelation 12:9). 
God does not mince words in calling 
Satan a “dragon.” God sees through 
the web of Satan’s guile and decep-
tions and lets us know this ahead 
of time so we will be alert as the 
world around us becomes darkened 
and confusing.

(To learn more about this proph-
esied world-ruling system, read or 
request our free booklet The Book of 
Revelation Unveiled at wnponline.org.)

Can you imagine such a world?

Can you imagine living in a world 
where you are the enemy of the state 
because you believe and worship the 
true God? 

Can you imagine having to choose 
between God and the access to money 
and credit so you can buy groceries, 
clothing or anything for your family? 
Can you imagine a world where your 
family is in need, and the “things” of 
life are abundant and readily avail-
able, but the price tag is your life?
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The second Beast of Revelation 
13 will cause “all, both small and 
great, rich and poor, free and slave, 
to receive a mark on their right 
hand or on their foreheads, and 
that no one may buy or sell except 
one who has the mark or the name 
of the Beast, or the number of his 
name” (verses 16-17).

What is behind this strange-
sounding practice? How will it 
affect people as the time of the end 
draws near?

There is historical evidence that, 
in the ancient Babylonian culture, 
slaves “were identified…[by] some 
kind of mark, either tattooed or 
branded on the face or the back of 
the hand…” (H.W.H. Saggs, The 
Greatness That Was Babylon, 1962, 
p. 173). There may be parallels 
between this ancient practice and 
what God reveals will happen in the 
end time.

Many have speculated about 
the meaning of this puzzling 
prophecy. Some interpret it in 
terms of supercomputers, unique 
personal identity numbers and 
even microchips embedded under 
the skin. 

However, we should consider 
that receiving a mark on the hand 
or forehead could well be figurative. 
Remember from Revelation 7:3 
that God’s servants were sealed 

on their foreheads. And in 
Deuteronomy 6 Moses told God’s 
people to “keep all His statutes 
and His commandments,” noting, 

“You shall bind them as a sign on 
your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes” (verses 
2, 8). The hand and forehead here 
represent one’s actions and thoughts 
respectively—which should be 
dedicated to obeying God. 

Likewise the mark of the Beast 
is evidently a mark of disobedience 
to God. Many Bible students have 
pointed to God’s seventh-day 
Sabbath as an identifying sign of 
His people in Exodus 31:12-17 and 
see the mark of the Beast as running 
counter to it. 

They believe that forced 
observance of Sunday—a day 
originally dedicated to the worship 
of the sun as a god instead of the 
observance of the seventh-day 
Sabbath—could be involved. This 
view is strengthened by the fact 
that other prophecies in the book of 
Revelation show a great counterfeit 
religious figure and system will play 
major roles in leading people away 
from the true God and play into 
Satan’s hands at this time. 

The Bible does not explicitly 
define the specific methods that 
the Beast will use to identify those 
free to participate in commerce 

at the time of the end. Some sort 
of advanced surveillance may be 
involved.

As to the number of the Beast, 
666, we are told to “calculate the 
number” and that it is “the number 
of a man” (Revelation 13:18). 

One early explanation is 
attributed to John’s disciple 
Polycarp, who, according to his 
student Irenaeus, said this number 
is derived from adding together the 
numerical equivalents of the letters 
in the word Lateinos, the Greek 
word for “Roman”—this being the 
name of the Beast empire, its ruler 
and everyone in it. So the number 
may well denote this general 
distinction, though it could also be 
more specific.

However this prophecy is 
fulfilled, it is clear that it will involve 
compromising and contradicting 
God’s commands. Having proof 
that one is officially associated in 
some way with the Beast will be 
necessary for one to be allowed to 
engage in commerce. 

Exactly how the end-time number 
of the Beast, 666, will be used and 
applied is not yet clear. But in some 
way it will be associated with the 
Beast’s name and applied to his evil 
activities.

(From the booklet The Book of 
Revelation Unveiled.)  v

The Mark and Number of the Beast
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“If anyone worships the Beast and 
his image, and receives his mark on 
his forehead or on his hand, he him-
self shall also drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out 
full strength into the cup of His indig-
nation. He shall be tormented with 
fire and brimstone in the presence of 
the holy angels and in the presence 
of the Lamb. And the smoke of their 
torment ascends forever and ever; 
and they have no rest day or night, 
who worship the Beast and his image, 
and whoever receives the mark of his 
name” (Revelation 14:9-11).

Such a world is coming. As world 
leaders grapple with the global eco-
nomic crisis, ideas and consider-
ations emerge that could suddenly 
and dramatically reshape the struc-
ture of the world’s economies and 
financial systems, leading to the 
time of the mark of the Beast. 

“German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel and French President Nicolas 
Sarkozy have said the G20 meeting 
of rich and emerging nations needs 
to produce ‘concrete results for rein-
forcing international financial reg-
ulation’ and an action plan aimed 
at strengthening the role of global 
financial institutions. ‘The top pri-
ority is the putting in place of a new 
global financial architecture,’ the two 
leaders wrote in a joint letter to the 
Czech EU presidency on Tuesday, 
March 17” (“Merkel, Sarkozy 
Reaffirm Stance on Overhauling 
Financial Systems,” dw-world.de, 
March 18, 2009).

Earlier this year, in a speech to 
the World Economic Forum, Merkel 
remarked, “The state is the guardian 
of the economic and social order so 
it has a very clear role. Competition 
is necessary but it is something that 
also needs a certain discipline and 
principles.” Sarkozy has made simi-
lar comments. 

They are not alone in their senti-
ments. Current and former British 
Prime Ministers Gordon Brown 
and Tony Blair, Russian President 
Dmitry Medvedev and financial 
experts in the United States and 
Europe echo the need for global 
oversight of what has become a truly 
global economy. 

As the reality sinks in of a glob-
al economy where all nations are 
affected by the corrupt actions of 
a few, can a global currency with 
global banks and regulations tied to 
a global authority be far behind?

Will you be ready when that 
time comes?

Will you be ready to literally 
stand against the power of this 
anti-God, world-dominating gov-
ernment? How can true believers of 
Jesus Christ “endure to the end” in a 
society that requires their betrayal of 
Him in order to assure their lives? 

When the apostles asked Christ 
about the end time, He told them 
that His believers would have to 
take a stand for Him. 

“And there will be great earth-
quakes in various places, and fam-
ines and pestilences; and there will 
be fearful sights and great signs from 
heaven. But before all these things, 
they will lay their hands on you and 
persecute you, delivering you up to 
the synagogues and prisons. You will 
be brought before kings and rulers for 
My name’s sake. 

“But it will turn out for you as 
an occasion for testimony. Therefore 
settle it in your hearts not to medi-
tate beforehand on what you will 
answer; for I will give you a mouth 
and wisdom which all your adver-
saries will not be able to contradict 
or resist” (Luke 21:11-15).

Christ admonished His disciples 
to settle it in their hearts ahead of 

German Chancellor Angela Merkel made a special 
address to the participants of the World Economic Forum 

Jan. 30, 2009, where she identified the state as the 
guardian of economic and social order.
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(See “mark of the beast,” page 13)
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One of the most famous families in 
Europe is the Habsburgs (sometimes 
spelled Hapsburgs). For 10 centuries, 

until the end of the First World War, they 
held power at the very center of European 
civilization. 

The family began to grow in stature 
and power in the 10th century in Alsace 
and Switzerland, and it attained promi-
nence when family member Count Rudolf 
was elected king of Germany in 1273. With 
that election, he also assumed the title of 
Holy Roman emperor. Significantly, he 
was crowned in Charlemagne’s capital of 
Aachen. His ascension ended a 20-year peri-
od of chaos throughout the empire known 
as the Great Interregnum.

In 1278 Rudolf defeated King Ottokar 
II of Bohemia, adding Austria to Habsburg 
territory. The family remained rulers of 
Austria until the 20th century. By conquest 
and dynastic marriages, the Habsburgs kept 
on expanding their domains. Spain, portions 
of Italy, the Netherlands, Burgundy and 
Hungary were later added. After Rudolf it 
was to be 150 years until another Habsburg 
carried the title of Holy Roman Emperor.

In 1453, the same year that witnessed the 
fall of Constantinople (capital of the Eastern 
Roman Empire), Friedrich III, a Habsburg, 
was crowned Holy Roman Emperor. This 
time the title was to remain with the family 
for many generations.

Charles V becomes emperor

The future Charles V was born in 1500 
and became king of Spain at the age of 
16. Three years later he succeeded to the 

Austrian throne and was elected Holy 
Roman Emperor, in accordance with the 
imperial edict of the Golden Bull (1356) that 
appointed seven electors to choose future 
emperors. The Golden Bull was the consti-
tution of the Holy Roman Empire until its 
demise in 1806.

Charles assumed the throne at the height 
of Habsburg power. As Holy Roman emper-
or and king of Austria, he dominated cen-
tral Europe. As king of Spain, he also ruled 
over the Spanish Netherlands. Additionally, 
following the discovery of the Americas by 
Christopher Columbus, the pope had divid-
ed the world, granting half to Spain and the 
other half to Portugal (later conquered by 
Charles V’s son, Philip II of Spain, in 1580). 

So Charles’ domains extended way 
beyond Europe’s shores and made him the 
most powerful man in the world, ruling over 
“an empire upon which the sun never set.” 

“In Charles, the crowns of Spain, 
Burgundy (with the Netherlands), and 
Austria were united in an overwhelming 
complex of power that reduced all the dynas-
ties of Europe, with the exception of France, 
to an inferior position” (Encyclopaedia 
Britannica Micropaedia, “Henry VIII of 
England,” 1982).

“Charles V (Emperor 1519-1556), whose 
realms stretched from the Philippines 
to Peru, was gradually overwhelmed by 
the multiplicity of competing problems” 
(Norman Davies, A History of Europe, 
1996, p. 526).

Charles V’s Catholic Habsburg empire 
was the fourth of the “seven mountains on 
which the woman sits” (Revelation 17:9), 

Charles V 
was “the last 

Emperor to 
cherish a dream 

of universal 
unity, and has 
been invoked 

by some in 
contemporary 

times as patron 
of a united 

Europe.”

Europe and the Church, Part 9

Charles V’s Empire Upon Which 
the Sun Never Set

The Holy Roman Emperor Charles V was the most famous Habsburg in history, presiding over an 
empire that stretched from the Philippines to Peru and was the greatest in Europe. During his reign 
he was confronted with major challenges, including the Protestant Reformation. His reign consti-
tuted the fourth of the seven prophesied resurrections of the Roman Empire, which will see its final 

resurrection just before the return of Jesus Christ as King of Kings.

by Melvin Rhodes 
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the seven prophesied revivals of the 
Roman Empire, which have involved 
the Catholic Church in a major role. 
A mountain symbolizes a great 
empire. Charles’ empire was territo-
rially the greatest since Rome—and 
even larger!

Protestant Reformation

Charles had the misfortune to 
become Holy Roman emperor at the 
time of the Protestant Reformation. 
A religious revival had actually 
started late in the 15th century when 
the established church’s reputation 
was at a serious low point. 

The passions of Pope Alexander 
VI (1492-1503) “were for gold, wom-
en, and the careers of his [illegiti-
mate] children,” (Davies, p. 484). 

His successor, Julius II (1503-
1513), “gratified ‘an innate love of 
war and conquest’: he is remembered 
as the pope who rode into battle 
in full armor, the rebuilder of St. 

Peter’s, the refounder of the Papal 
States. In 1509, when he was plan-
ning to pay for his wars and for St. 
Peter’s through the sale in Germany 
of ‘indulgences’—paper certificates 
guaranteeing relief from punish-
ment in Purgatory—Rome was vis-
ited by a young Augustinian monk 
from Wittenberg in Saxony. Martin 
Luther was shocked to the bones by 
what he saw” (ibid.).

“On 31 October 1517, All Saints’ 
Eve, he took the fateful step of nail-
ing a sheet of 95 Theses, or argu-
ments against indulgences, to the 
door of Wittenberg’s castle church” 
(ibid., p. 485).

The Protestant Reformation was 
underway. In 1519 Charles V was 
elected Holy Roman emperor and 
had to try to sort out the division 
now confronting his empire, for his 
dream, like others before him, was 
of one unified Christian empire 
under the Church of Rome. 

Charles V, “one of the greatest of 
the kings of Spain and Holy Roman 
Emperor, 1519-1556, was perhaps the 
last emperor to attempt to realize the 
medieval idea of a unified empire 
embracing the entire Christian 
world” (Encyclopaedia Britannica 
Micropaedia, “Charles V,” 1982). 

“He was the last Emperor to 
cherish a dream of universal unity, 
and has been invoked by some in 
contemporary times as patron of a 
united Europe” (Davies, p. 526).

Charles failed to resolve the divi-
sions in Western Christendom.

He promised Luther safe passage 
to attend the Diet of Worms in 1521, 
later dismissing his ideas as “an argu-
ment between monks.” Preoccupied 
with other problems, Charles did not 
take any further action against the 
Protestants. The Peasants’ Revolt 
soon followed from 1524-26. Five 
years later the Lutheran princes 
formed the Schmalkaldic League. 
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In 1545 he opened the Council 
of Trent, which began the Counter-
Reformation, the attempt by 
the Church of Rome to counter 
Protestant arguments, end abuses 
within the church and restore unity 
to Christendom. 

Charles was able to win over 
some of the German princes to the 
Catholic cause. After outlawing the 
Protestant Schmalkaldic League, 
war ensued. The result was further 
division. The Protestants received 
help from Henry II of France and 
rebelled against Charles, who had to 
flee to the Netherlands.

Clash with the pope

Although a faithful Catholic in 
his beliefs, Charles’ relationship 
with the church was not an easy one. 
In 1525 Pope Clement VII (1523-34) 
had formed an alliance with France, 
Charles’ enemy. Charles sent a del-
egation to Rome in June, trying to 
persuade the pope to change course. 

The pontiff responded with “an abu-
sive attack on the Emperor” (Claudio 
Rendina, The Popes, 2002, p. 451). 
Subsequent events eventually led to 
imperial troops attacking Rome on 
May 6, 1527.

“Murders, rapes and all kinds 
of vandalism brought catastro-
phe to Renaissance Rome, where 
numerous works of art were also 
destroyed. Many people interpreted 
this devastation as a punishment 
by God for the scandalous life led 
by the popes and the clerics at the 
center of Christianity. For the See 
of Peter it was a very bitter warn-
ing to return to the good principles 
of the Gospels, as the now wide-
spread Lutheran reformation firmly 
requested. The pope’s defenses in 
Castel Sant’Angelo collapsed on 
5 June when an imperial garrison 
entered and held Clement prisoner 
for seven months” (ibid.).

It was during this time that King 
Henry VIII of England appealed to 

the pope for permission to divorce 
his wife, Catherine of Aragon, aunt 
of Charles V. As a prisoner of the 
emperor, the pope was not able to 
grant his request, a denial that led 
to England breaking from Rome 
(see “Henry VIII: Contemporary of 
Charles V”).

The dispute with the emperor 
contributed also to the success of 
Lutheranism. In “a dispute with the 
pope, [Charles] allowed Lutheranism 
to spread in Germany and permit-
ted, among other things, the mar-
riage of priests” (ibid., p. 452).

Once again, the relationship 
between the temporal authority of 
the emperor and the king with the 
spiritual authority of the pope was 
an uneasy one, described in Scripture 
as “fornication” (Revelation 17:2).

Islam versus Catholicism

One other aspect of Charles’ 
reign needs to be mentioned, a con-
tinuation of a historic continuum, 
and that is his struggle against the 
Islamic forces of the Ottoman Turks. 
The Turks had expanded into the 
Balkans and now threatened Austria 
itself. They were defeated at Vienna 
in 1529. 

Charles struggled through-
out his reign against Suleiman the 
Magnificent, leader of the Ottoman 
Empire at its height. It wasn’t until 
1683, again at the gates of Vienna, 
that Turkey would eventually be 
decisively defeated, an event that 
led to the eventual disintegration of 
the Islamic empire. For almost two 
centuries, the Habsburgs were lead-
ers in the continual struggle between 
Islam and the papacy. 

Charles V abdicated in 1556, 
retiring to a monastery. His son 
Philip II inherited his Spanish pos-
sessions, including the Netherlands 
and the Americas. His brother 
Ferdinand took over his realm in 
central Europe. Charles died of 
malaria in 1558. 

The Habsburgs continued to rule 
their Austrian Empire until 1918. The 
Holy Roman Empire was disbanded 
by Napoleon in 1806, a little more 
than 1,000 years after Charlemagne 
was first crowned Holy Roman 

Charles assumed the throne at the height of Habsburg 
power at the age of 19. Dutch artist Jan Cornelisz Vermeyen 
painted this likeness of the Holy Roman emperor about 1530.
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Charles V’s most famous European 
contemporary was England’s Henry 
VIII. The two both faced the challenge 
of the Protestant Reformation—
Henry inadvertently contributing to 
it and Charles resisting it in every 
conceivable way. Both started out 
as loyal supporters of the Church of 
Rome, which served their interests by 
teaching the divine right of kings.

Whereas Charles remained a 
believer until his death—albeit one 
who had a major falling out with 
the pope—circumstances led Henry 
to break with Rome and start his 
own church, the Church of England, 
which continues to this day as the 
Anglican Communion. The emperor, 
the English king and the pope were 
all major players on the European 
stage for four decades of the 16th 
century.

Henry VIII became king exactly 
five centuries ago on April 21, 1509, 
succeeding his father, Henry VII, who 
was the first of the Tudor dynasty. The 
dynasty was to end with the death of 
Henry’s daughter Elizabeth I, one of 
England’s greatest monarchs.

It is interesting to note that no 
king since Henry has chosen to take 
his name. Henry was the eighth king 
with that name and likely the last, for 
Henry was tyrannical, particularly in 
the last half of his reign.

He was most famous for having 
six wives. It’s not just the English who 
are aware of that. When European 
leaders met some time ago in Henry’s 
Hampton Court Palace, then British 
Prime Minister Tony Blair welcomed 
them all with the introductory remark: 
“As Henry VIII said to his six wives, 
‘I won’t keep you long!’”

But his reign was far from 
humorous. Its significance continues 
down to this very day—not just in 
England but throughout the English-
speaking world, including the United 
States.

For without Henry, who broke with 
Rome (and his daughter Elizabeth I, 

the first fully Protestant monarch), 
we might never have had religious 
freedom.

Henry’s reign coincided with 
the Protestant Reformation, led by 
Martin Luther. The 14th-century 
English theologian John Wycliffe had 
started the process by translating the 
Scriptures into English. Jan Huss 
of Bohemia (1369-1415) came under 
Wycliffe’s influence and carried on 
his work in central Europe. A century 
later, a German priest named Martin 
Luther built on their work and 
forced the schism that is known as 
the Protestant Reformation. These 
three men were the fathers of the 
Reformation.

Henry VIII was appalled at 
Luther’s criticisms of the Roman 
church. He quickly came to the 
defense of the papacy, publishing 
a book on the sacraments that 
criticized Luther. For this, he and 
his descendants were awarded the 
title Fidei Defensor, “Defender of the 
Faith,” which carries down to this 
day as a title of the British monarch. 
The two letters F.D. are still inscribed 
on British coins.

Henry VIII: 
Contemporary of Charles V
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emperor. The last emperor, Francis 
II, was a Habsburg.

The Habsburg family still main-
tains a position of prominence in 
Europe, working toward a Catholic 
European Union, the dream of their 
ancestor Charles V. 

Otto von Habsburg, the son of 
the last emperor of Austria-Hungary, 
wrote a biography of his famous 
ancestor Charles V in 1967. Otto lives 
in Bavaria and represents the state 
in the European parliament. Two 
sons also serve in the parliament, 
one representing Austria and the 
other representing Hungary. 

The Habsburgs are not the only 
ones who would like to see their 
empire restored. A century ago, 11 
significant ethnic groups lived in 
relative peace under the Habsburg 
crown within the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire. At the end of World War 
I, the empire broke up into various 
nation-states. 

Ninety years of turmoil has fol-
lowed with World War II, commu-
nism and the Balkan wars of the 
last decade. Otto strongly opposed 
Hitler’s annexation of Austria in 1938 
and had to flee to the United States 
when Germany’s dictator turned 
against the Habsburg family.

The European Union is an 
attempt to unite the patchwork 
quilt of ethnic groups that is spread 
across the European continent. Like 
the empire of Charles V, it can aptly 
be described as “an overwhelming 
complex of power.” v

Without Henry VIII, we 
might never have had 

religious freedom. 
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It wasn’t long, however, before 
Henry himself clashed with Rome. 
Henry was married to Catherine of 
Aragon, his late brother’s widow, 
but had no male heir. He blamed 
his wife and petitioned the pope for 
a divorce. He was refused, mostly 
because the pope was a virtual 
prisoner of Catherine’s nephew, Holy 
Roman Emperor Charles V.

As Henry could not get his own 
way, he had himself proclaimed the 
head of the English church, which 
led eventually to a total severing of 
the ties with Rome. The Church of 
England became independent and 
separate of Rome, with the sovereign 
as its titular head. 

Henry’s second wife, Anne Boleyn, 
gave birth to Elizabeth I but was 
executed shortly afterwards.

Henry did finally have a son 
by his third wife, Jane Seymour. 
Edward VI became king in 1547, at 
the age of 10, but died at 16, to be 
succeeded by his half-sister Mary, 
daughter of Catherine of Aragon, 
a Catholic zealot who persecuted 
Protestants. Mary died in 1558 and 
was succeeded by her half-sister 
Elizabeth, a Protestant who stood up 
to Rome and secured the Protestant 

Reformation 
in England. 

Elizabeth 
saw a need 
for England 
to turn its 
back on the 
continent of 
Europe and 
secure trade 
beyond the 
c on t i n e n t . 
She laid the 
foundat ion 
of the British 
E m p i r e 
during her 
4 5 - y e a r 
reign.

Thanks to 
Elizabeth and 
her father, 
the English-
s p e a k i n g 
world has 
k n o w n 

religious freedom for as long as 
anybody can remember. Prior to the 
break with Rome, there had been 
no religious freedom. Wycliffe had 
been condemned as a heretic for 
translating the Bible from Latin into 
English, although he died a natural 
death.

Fearful of losing religious freedom, 
colonial America was “Protestant 
and virulently anti-Catholic,” 
wrote American historian Brendan 
McConville in The King’s Three Faces 
(p. 7).

Historic fears of Catholicism led 
to anti-Catholic riots in Philadelphia 
in 1844. Anti-Catholic sentiments 
continued until fairly recent times. 
John Kennedy’s Catholicism was a 
major issue in the election of 1960 
with many fearful that he would take 
his orders from Rome. Protestant U.S. 
President Jimmy Carter refused to 
address the pope as “His Holiness” 
when the pope visited the United 
States in 1979.

So it’s indeed ironic that today 
we see so many intellectuals on both 
sides of the Atlantic converting to the 
Catholic Church. The latest two well-
known converts are England’s Tony 
Blair and U.S. Congressman Newt 

Gingrich. This trend is highlighted 
in the latest issue of the Catholic 
intellectual magazine Faith and 
Reason. 

Reasons for changing allegiance 
are not difficult to fathom. The 
Protestant churches are largely in 
disarray, unsure of what they believe. 
They never really recovered from 
the theory of evolution published by 
Charles Darwin 150 years ago this 
year. This attack on the Bible led 
eventually to Protestants themselves 
attacking the Bible, so that today 
there is disunity on many matters 
of faith.

Attitudes toward Rome have 
changed substantially in the United 
States, Britain and Australia in the 
last few decades. In the 1950s there 
was great distrust of Rome, as many 
considered Pope Pius XII (1939-58) 
a Nazi collaborator. It would have 
been unthinkable then that five out 
of nine U.S. Supreme Court justices 
today would be Catholics, including 
the chief justice. Even in England, 
five centuries after Henry, there are 
moves to allow a Catholic to once 
again sit on the throne.

Returning to Rome could have 
significant political consequences 
just as great as Henry’s severance of 
allegiance. Considering the biblical 
prophecies about an end-time revival 
of the Roman Empire led by the 
political “beast” and the religious 
“false prophet,” the revival of the 
Church of Rome at this time is of 
great interest.

Revelation 17 is a prophetic 
account of the relationship between 
church and state since the fall of the 
Roman Empire. “The seven heads 
are seven mountains on which the 
woman sits” (verse 9). These are seven 
major revivals of the Roman Empire, 
in which the church (the woman) has 
played a major role. This sometimes 
uneasy relationship is described as one 
of “fornication” in verse 2.

One f inal revival of this 
religious-political system is set to 
take place immediately prior to 
Christ’s return (verses 10-14). To 
understand more about this, read 
or request The Book of Revelation 
Unveiled at wnponline.org. v

U.S. President John F. Kennedy and Pope 
Paul VI talk at the Vatican July 2, 1963. 

Due to anti-Catholic sentiments during his 
campaign, Kennedy only shook hands with 
the pope rather than kiss his ring, as is the 

usual practice for Catholics.
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that as many individuals as possible 
(if not the whole nation) may repent 
and turn to God, thereby receiving 
His abundant mercy (Acts 2:37-39).

This same Hebrew prophet 
recorded this vital reconciliation 
process: “‘Come now, and let us rea-
son together,’ says the Lord, ‘though 
your sins are like scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow; though they are 
red like crimson, they shall be as 
wool. If you are willing and obedi-
ent, you shall eat the good of the 
land’” (Isaiah 1:18-19).

Luke’s version of Christ’s com-
mission to His Church emphasizes 
repentance in particular: “That 
repentance and remission [forgive-
ness] of sins should be preached in 
His name to all nations, beginning 
at Jerusalem” (Luke 24:47). 

Booklets worth having 

We publish a free booklet, The Ten 
Commandments, that shows how each of 
God’s commandments is as powerful, 
active and unchanging as the scientific 
law of gravity. This basic spiritual law 
remains the very summation of God’s 
absolute standard for the conduct of 
all people. Each commandment is 
thoroughly explained and expounded 
in a separate chapter. 

Another important publication you 
can find on our Web site wnponline.
org or request by mail is The Gospel 
of the Kingdom. Few realize the real 
nature and content of the true gos-
pel of Christ, an absolute essential to 
genuine spiritual understanding. 

We’ve titled yet another booklet 
Transforming Your Life: The Process 
of Conversion. You need this basic 
biblical information in order to 
intelligently make proper spiritual 
decisions, leading to everlasting life. 
The apostle Peter stated in his first 
sermon on the Day of Pentecost: 
“Save yourselves from this untow-
ard generation” (Acts 2:40, King 
James Version). You can turn your 
life around no matter which choices 
your nation makes. 

All three of these publications are 
free of charge. Request them in print 
or read or download each from our 
Web site. v

“britain” (Continued from page 4)

time that they would rely on Him 
for the words, strength and courage 
they would need to endure the time 
of the end—the time when mankind 
will have to choose between loyalty 
to God and accepting the mark of 
the Beast. 

We would be well-advised to 
follow His admonition. When the 
ancient Israelites sought God to 
deliver them from the Philistines, 
Samuel said, “If you return to the 
Lord with all 
your hearts, 
then put away 
the foreign 
gods and the 
A s h t o r e t h s 
from among 
you ,  a n d 
prepare your 
hearts for the 
Lor d,  and 
s er ve Him 
only; and He 
wil l del iver 
you from the 
hand of the 
Philistines” (1 
Samuel 7:3). 

The Israelites 
heeded what 
Samuel said, and 
the Philistines 
were defeated.

A s  E z r a 
was returning 
from captivity 
in Babylon to 
Jerusalem, it is recorded, “Ezra had 
prepared his heart to seek the Law of 
the Lord, and to do it, and to teach 
statutes and ordinances in Israel” 
(Ezra 7:10). He was mentally and 
spiritually prepared for his mission, 
and he accomplished it.

As King Jehoshaphat of Judah 
returned home safely after aligning 
himself with King Ahab of Israel, 
Jehu son of Hanani the seer said to 
him, “Should you help the wicked 
and love those who hate the Lord? 
Therefore the wrath of the Lord is 
upon you. Nevertheless good things 
are found in you, in that you have 
removed the wooden images from 
the land, and have prepared your 

heart to seek God” (2 Chronicles 
19:2-3).

Meanwhile, the deeds of King 
Solomon’s son Rehoboam, who knew 
God, were pronounced “evil, because 
he did not prepare his heart to seek 
the Lord” (2 Chronicles 12:14).

Preparing your heart to choose 
God

Are you preparing your heart now 
so God can develop in you the char-
acter you will need to remain stead-

fastly loyal to 
Him when the 
time of the 
mark of the 
Beast comes? 
“Here is the 
patience of the 
saints; here 
are those who 
keep the com-
mandments of 
God and the 
faith of Jesus” 
(Reve lat ion 
14:12).

Are you 
asking God 
to prepare 

your heart so 
that you choose 
Him and His 
promises over 
the temporary 
physical plea-
sures, appeal 
and comfort 
o f fe r e d  by 

accepting the mark of the Beast? 
“Lord, You have heard the desire 

of the humble; You will prepare their 
heart; You will cause Your ear to 
hear, to do justice to the fatherless 
and the oppressed, that the man of 
the earth may oppress no more” 
(Psalm 10:17-18).

Will you be ready to reject the 
mark of the Beast, in whatever anti-
biblical form it takes, when that time 
comes?

More about how these end-time 
events fit together and the response 
God wants from His people can be 
found in our booklet The Book of 
Revelation Unveiled. Read or request 
it free at wnponline.org. v

“mark of the beast” (Continued from page 7)
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This future governmental system 
is a union of 10 lesser authorities 
that derives its power from Satan 
and captivates the imagination of 
the world, exerting such military 
might that it appears invincible.
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Galileo’s heliocentric teachings 
squarely confronted the long-standing 
teachings of the Catholic Church, 
as well as the generally accepted 
geocentric conclusions of Aristotle, 
the Greek philosopher. Ultimately, 
Galileo was placed on trial for heresy 
before the Inquisition of the church and 
was forced to recant his findings.

For the remainder of his life, he 
endured house imprisonment. During 
those final years, the astronomer 
with eyes that had beheld the move-
ment of the heavens went completely 
blind. But even though he recanted 
his observations in order to save his 
life, and even as his eyes dimmed, 
he knew the truth that he had seen. 
By tradition, it is said that even as 
he recanted he mumbled under his 
breath—“And yet it moves!”

Galileo had dared to behold and 
dared to tell facts that needed to be 
told. He learned, like so many others 
throughout history, that shattering 
the status quo of widely held beliefs 
and taking on treasured icons is risky 
business. There are “none so blind as 
those who refuse to see.” And yes, 
one must be willing to suffer the con-
sequences for the sake of truth.

“The Country of the Blind”

Truth can be stranger than fic-
tion, but allow me to share a ficti-
tious story with a powerful point. It 
is reminiscent of the plight of Galileo 
as well as of the servants of God 
down through the ages who dare to 
describe the works of a Creator who 
men refuse to acknowledge. 

H.G. Wells wrote a short story 
titled “The Country of the Blind” 
about a man who fell over a precipice 
into a valley isolated from the rest of 
the world. He discovered that all the 
people living there had no eyes. 

No one had ever seen the sky, 
nor did they know what sunlight was 
like. “Sight” was not a word in their 
vocabulary. Despite being incredibly 
inventive and clever with their hands, 
they believed only in what they could 
taste, smell, touch and hear. They 
told the visitor that there was a solid 
ceiling at certain times and heat to be 
turned on and off at other times.

He assured them that there was no 
solid ceiling but glorious infinite sky, 
filled with stars by night and the glory 
of the sun by day. He said that water 
fell from cloud galleons sailing in the 
marvelous ocean of the sky and that 
warmth streamed upon them from a 
heavenly body millions of miles away. 

At first they mocked him for sup-
posing that they were gullible enough 
to believe such childish fantasies. Then 
they decided he must be a lunatic and 
might be dangerous. Finally, they 
insisted that he must undergo a surgi-
cal operation and let them remove the 
two soft, twitching, bulging objects 
that they could feel in his face to cure 
his incomprehensible disease—sight.

Holding onto those eyes

But why such drastic measures? 
Evidently these eyes were the cause 
of his mad delusions. Once they were 
removed, he would become like the 
rest of them, happily unaware of a 
dream world of fantastic nonsense 
and satisfied with the practical world 
of things merely heard and touched. 

Rather than lose his precious 
sight, the man chose to climb to the 
foot of the precipice over which he 
had fallen, and there, in the freezing 
cold of the oncoming night, he con-
tentedly lay down to a certain fate 
and once more viewed the beauty of 
the glowing sunset.

This man was willing to share with 
others the reality of a world unseen by 
them. The world and light he saw was 
so real to him—he could not bear to 
exist in a diminished world and deny 
the world he saw. He knew it! He lived 
it. He shared it. He died for it.

The gravity of human nature

Galileo and the stranger in “The 
Country of the Blind” are compelling 
examples of what has faced servants of 
God down through the ages. The chal-
lenge has been the gravity of human 
nature. It powerfully pulls toward self 
what it holds near, dear and true and 
repels the awakenings that God pro-
vides about a much larger world than 
the tiny stagnant boxes into which we 
unwittingly try to squeeze Him.

And thus like with Galileo or the 
man in “The Country of the Blind,” 

we seek to do away with the messenger 
rather than heed the message. Why? 
People don’t want to stir up things 
and make matters messy (“don’t con-
fuse me with the facts”).

Shattering the status quo is seri-
ous business, but God has been at it 
for a long time through His servants. 
Nathan the prophet didn’t make King 
David peer through a telescope, but 
he challenged him to look into himself 
and recognize, “You are the man!”—
the one David had just condemned to 
death (2 Samuel 12:7).

King Ahab of Israel strove to mar-
ginalize the prophet Elijah by brand-
ing him the “troubler of Israel.” But 
the prophet swung the lens of God’s 
message around and said to the king: 
“I have not troubled Israel, but you 
and your father’s house have” (1 Kings 
18:17-18).

Jesus came with a view of the 
Kingdom of Heaven that would have 

“daring” (Continued from page 16)

There are those who will be 
looking through a different 
lens—one that opens up to 
the God of heaven.
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made Galileo faint, but the people 
of Jesus’ day scoffed and scowled. 
In fact, they put Him through their 
own form of inquisition, because they 
couldn’t handle the facts. 

What He brought was too radical 
and would “upset the cart” of tradi-
tion and time-honored ways of doing 
things. He had said that not one stone 
of the temple would be left standing 
(Matthew 24:2). The temple was the 
center of the Jewish universe at that 
time. Everything revolved around it. 

Jesus was striving to widen their 
universe! As Dorothy Sayers put it so 
well, “He [Christ] retorted by asking 
disagreeable questions that could not 
be answered by rule of thumb… But 
He had a ‘daily beauty in His life that 
made us ugly.’” And so the leaders 
decided the established order of things 
would be more secure without Him. 
“So they did away with God in the 
name of peace and quietness.”

Daring to share!

Daring to share what you behold 
bears great risks. The prophetic scrip-
tures of the Bible indicate that true 
servants of God in the future will 
proclaim what God reveals to them 
through the lens of His Holy Spirit. 

Your Bible reveals a world in the 
future where everyone will be enam-
ored with a temporal and religious sys-
tem collectively known as “the beast.”

The flow and order of this global 
system will appear seamless, grounded 
and even religiously sublime. The over-
whelming sentiment will be, “Who is 
like the beast?” (Revelation 13:4). This 
system’s economy will appear well-
ordered and supply everyone’s needs 
(Revelation 18:10-19).

Thinking and using the mind and 
heart God gave man to come to Him 
will become short-circuited. The grav-
ity of human nature will draw human-
ity as a whole into the small universe 
of an evil man and a false prophet.

But there are those who will be 
looking through a different lens—one 
that opens up to the God of heaven and 
reveals that their God is greater than 
the accepted beliefs of their time. This 
different lens reveals that the Creator 
of the universe is on a straight trajec-
tory toward planet earth, and there is 

going to be a collision between His 
Kingdom and the kingdoms of this 
earth (Revelation 19:11-16). 

Such individuals will not only dare 
to behold what God chooses to do but 
will dare to tell the facts that need to 
be told about a system that appears 
ordained of God but is godless in 
nature.

Just like with Galileo, the proph-
ets of old and Jesus Christ, people 
will desire to silence them or take out 
those eyes that make them speak of 
such “foolish nonsense.” When all else 
fails, people will seek to extinguish the 
light altogether in the name of peace 
and quietness.

And yet God moves!

But unlike Galileo, the servants 
of God will not recant! Revealed pro-
phetic truth is more powerful than fic-
tion. Scripture reveals that individuals 
like God’s two witnesses will go to 
their deaths rather than deny the God 
of the heavens (Revelation 11:7-8). 

The Bible foretells of Christians 
who “did not love their lives to the 
death” (Revelation 12:11) because of 
what they saw through the lens of 
God’s personal revelation to them. 
Rather than murmur under their 
breath, “And yet it moves,” they tes-
tify loud and clear, “And yet God 
moves!”

Until that time, let’s take time in 
the here and now to ask ourselves, 
What lens are we looking through? Is 
it the lens of human nature that pulls 
us into the shallow orbit of self? Or 
is it the lens of God’s expansive rev-
elation that reveals what He is truly 
doing? 

Perhaps the words of David, the 
psalmist of old, best echo the senti-
ment of “this is the way, walk in it” 
(Isaiah 30:21) when he directs our 
attention upward and outward. 

He proclaimed, “When I consider 
Your heavens, the work of Your fin-
gers, the moon and 
the stars, which You 
have ordained, What 
is man that You 
are mindful of him, 
and the son of man 
that You visit him?” 
(Psalm 8:3-4). v
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Four hundred years ago on a starry evening, an 
Italian man looked into the lens of his telescope 
and beheld the glories of the universe. One by one, 

over the course of time, he would document his discov-
eries and share them with his colleagues. 

Such great illumination would come his way through 
the tiniest of portals—a little lens that would reveal 
gigantic truths. His life was about to change forever.

Galileo Galilei, the man of Tuscany, observed the 
phases of Venus and calculated that it revolved around 
the sun and not the earth. He turned his telescope to 
the sun and observed the awesome movements of its 
sunspots. Something was happening out there! 

He detected shadowy patterns on our moon’s sur-
face, allowing him to discern that the moon had moun-
tains and valleys. It was not a smooth and perfect 
cosmic ball, which was the belief of his time regarding 
all heavenly orbs. 

Finally, the astronomer viewed four “stars” (today, 
we know them as moons) that always accompanied 
Jupiter, and with further observation, he saw that they 
revolved around that planet and not our own. 

We are a part of a greater whole

This final observation regarding celestial orbs cir-
cling around another known planet would be the 
resounding discovery. 

Through the lens of his telescope, Galileo came to a 
profound conclusion that only a few ancient Greeks and 
Copernicus before him had come to know. As human 
beings on planet earth, we are not the center of the 
universe! God had created an incredibly complex yet 

orderly tapestry of stars, planets and moons that revolve 
around His designs and purposes rather than man’s. 
We are a part of a greater whole that we cannot totally 
comprehend. 

Imagine Galileo’s incredible desire to share such 
amazing observations! How do you keep something so 
grand “under wraps”?

Galileo not only dared to behold, but he also dared 
to tell a story that needed to be told. And tell, he did! He 
began to chronicle his observations in books. Galileo, a 
deeply religious man, desired to share his findings with 
his church. 

As he ventured around Italy, he invited other schol-
ars and religious figures alike to peer into the world 
that had opened up to him. Many refused to peer into 
this window of opportunity. But why? They were afraid.
Whatever they saw would change their way of thinking 
and course of actions. 

Shattering the status quo

Eventually the Catholic Church’s involvement with 
Galileo moved from curiosity and dismissal to condem-
nation. The religious authorities of his day could not 
equate his findings with biblical verses such as Psalm 
93:1, Psalm 96:10 and 1 Chronicles 16:30 that discuss 
(depending on the translation) that the world is firmly 
established and it shall not be moved.

The religious authorities improperly interpreted 
these verses regarding the sovereignty of God’s pur-
pose for the earth as referring to its literal placement in 
relationship to other heavenly bodies. 

Daring to Behold!
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