                  Why United Church of God Members

                          Do Not Celebrate Christmas

United Church of God members are sometimes asked, “Why don’t you celebrate Christmas?” We do not teach or command the religious observance of Christmas nor 

participate in related secular activities due to specific biblically based values.

As Christians, we believe the Bible plainly states how God desires to be worshipped, honored and remembered. Relative to this primary understanding, there is simply no mention or command of the celebration of Christmas in Holy Scripture.

As New Covenant Christians, we approach this topic with four scriptural principles:

1) Matthew 4:4-“Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.”

2) Deuteronomy 12:32-“Whatsoever I command you to do, be careful to observe it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.”

3) Jeremiah 10:2-“Thus says the Lord: Do not learn the way of the Gentiles…”

4) Mark 7:6-7-“….This  people honor me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.” 

Facts discovered in any encyclopedia on the subject of Christmas undeniably state that observances associated with Christmas have pre-Christian and non-biblical origins based on the worship of pagan deities. There is simply no evidence that Christ, the apostles or any early followers of Jesus observed a date and/or practices related to His birth. 

We fully acknowledge and embrace the miraculous events associated with Jesus’ birth by Mary, a virgin; humble settings; and that angels, shepherds and wise men were associated with His infancy. The miracle of God’s incarnation on earth is a remarkable and joyful event that should affect every day of our lives and bring great meaning to our existence, rather than simply relegating its impact to one fixed calendar date a year (purposefully sequenced with the pagan Saturnalia and the winter solstice of antiquity). 

The United Church of God observes the biblical holy days that Christ and the apostles observed. These seven annual festival were designed to focus our attention on God the Father’s great love for all humanity and are the divine blueprint of His great saving acts towards humanity—past, present and future. Each of these religious celebrations is Christ-centered and in one sense or another proclaims His life, death, resurrection, and ultimate return to this earth with His kingdom. We note that the apostles continued to observe these days after the crucifixion (Acts. 2:1, 20:16, I Corinthians 5:7-8). As Christians, we appreciate beautiful music, family gatherings and feasting. However, it is our rule of faith and practice to center such activities upon the revealed instructions of God throughout Holy Scripture. Our sincere desire and practice is to worship God in manners pleasing to Him and not merely what is traditional or popular among others.   

