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The United Church of God held another inspiring 
Feast of Tabernacles to worship God and keep His festi-
val at sites around the world. This year the Feast was held 
on Oct. 17-24. There were 13,868 brethren who kept the 
Feast with United throughout the world.

Read the reports from each site, arranged by region, 
beginning on page 3. The centerfold starting on page 13 
has one photo from almost every site around the world. 
If you would like to see more photos please visit the Unit-
ed Church of God Flickr site to see each of these photos 
published and more. You can see the photos on Fickr 
at the website address: www.flickr.com/photos/united-
church-of-god/albums/72157676264414686.

Adding to the sense of unity and community, the 
Church ran the same hashtag campaign as last year 
across social media sites, encouraging Feastgoers to post 
their photos using #ucgfot. You can still search #ucgfot 
on your favorite social media website (i.e. Facebook, Ins-
tagram, Twitter, Vine, etc.)

Once again, the millennial spirit of the Feast blessed 
the Church as the Body rejoiced in the foretaste of the 
return of Jesus Christ and His rule on earth.

May God’s Kingdom come. UN
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Millennial Spirit During God’s Feast of Tabernacles

by Joy Jones

The Feast of Tabernacles is over. The songs have been 
sung, the hymnals collected, the sermons preached, and 
the Word of God has gone forth. Families have packed 
up, loaded their vehicles, boarded planes, and completed 
their journeys home. The Holy Day season has come and 
gone for another year.

The wait until the next Feast of Tabernacles can feel like 
an eternity. This lesson really came home to me on the 
last night of the Feast, as the Eighth Day was beginning. 
My husband had been upstairs helping our 6-year-old 
daughter finish up in the shower and get ready for bed. 
After he came downstairs, he shared a conversation that 
had taken place between them. Grace was asking why we 
had to go home. With total sincerity she said: “Daddy, I 
don’t want it to be over. I don’t want all the people to go 
away. Can we just do the Feast for one more week?”

My heart melted. Oh yes, my child. We are awaiting 
that day!

This year my family kept the Feast in Branson, Mis-
souri. My husband and I shared a “temporary dwelling” 
with my father and mother. For eight days, the distance 
of nearly 1,000 miles that normally separates us was not 
an issue. We shared our lodging, our food, our fellow-
ship, our laughter and our conversation. Each morning, 
we would all gather on the patio and enjoy a cup of coffee 

or two together. Our two girls and our 4-month-old son 
would snuggle in their Papa’s and Mama’s laps and soak 
up the love. In the evenings, we would listen to music 
from my childhood and enjoy the peace and quiet. 

Every day we would get dressed up and head out the 
door for services. As much as I looked forward to feasting 

Keeping Hope After the Feast

Please see page 18

So now that I am home, how do I keep the vision of the Feast alive for another year? You could focus on your memories from the Feast, 
meditate on lessons you learned and focus on the beautiful Word of God. 
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“As cold water to a weary soul, so is good 
news from a far country” (Proverbs 25:25).

The 2016 United Youth Camp in Nige-
ria was a great success, with 23 staff 
(including five United Youth Corps vol-
unteers from the United States) serving 31 
campers aged 7 to 21. We transported all 
of the equipment by boat to a small strip 
of land between mainland Lagos and the 
Gulf of Guinea, and everyone enjoyed the 
opportunity to “rough it” in the tropical 
surroundings for the time we were able to 
be together. The campers enjoyed Bible 
classes, team challenge, archery, ASL 
classes, speedaway, swimming, piano les-
sons, and a whole host of other activities 
that challenged the campers to grow, both 
personally as well as together as brothers 
and sisters.

Those of us serving in the United 
Youth Corps were warmly welcomed by 
our brothers and sisters from Nigeria and 
had a wonderful time visiting and getting 
to know one another. As Nigerian pas-
tor Oludare Akinbo stated on the open-
ing night of camp, “Water is thicker than 
blood.” He couldn’t have been more right. 
As the week went on, we realized that the 

connections we have through the Spirit of 
God supersede our national and familial 
connections. We can be closer to someone 
half a world away because of the Spirit of 
God abiding within us than we can be to 
our own family and friends here at home 
who do not share that same Spirit.

As a result, lifelong friends were 
made, much laughter and memories 

were shared, and a wonderful time was 
had by everyone as we strove toward the 
Kingdom of God together. For those of 
us serving in the United Youth Corps 
program, it was an extremely valuable 
opportunity to experience another cul-
ture and get to know our brethren in 
Nigeria. For the brethren and youth in 
Nigeria, it was important for them to 

know that people love and care enough 
to come and serve.

I am incredibly thankful for the opportu-
nity to be a part of it and recommend this 
experience for all interested. Water is thick-
er than blood. You have family in Nigeria—
take the chance to get to know them.

Ben Light

by Jorge de Campos

In Angola 3,500 brethren travelled 
many miles and from various regions to 
keep the Feast of Tabernacles in Huambo, 
Angola's second largest city in the center 
of the country. Huambo is nearly twice the 
size of Texas. Angola is in south-central 
West Africa and is a Portuguese-speaking 
country with some 25 million people. The 
Church of God in Angola has over 6,000 
brethren, of which 3,025 are baptized, 
throughout 62 congregations and with 31 
ordained elders.

The Church in Angola is very grate-
ful for all the spiritual food in the form of 
Bible Study Guides, the 32-page Beyond 
Today (A Boa Nova) in Portuguese, and 
sermons on the Web that they are receiving 

from United Church of God. They express 
their deepest appreciation for all the help 
and assistance in the form of spiritual 
instruction and guidance which they have 
received from United Church of God.

The work of God in the Portuguese lan-
guage has been receiving a large increase 
in requests for literature and material 
over the last few months. We thank our 
living God and His Son Jesus Christ for 
the open doors that He has provided to 
preach the gospel of the Kingdom of God 
and of Jesus Christ to the Portuguese- 
speaking world. If you would like to fol-
low the work in Portuguese, our website 
is portugues.ucg.org, and the Facebook 
pages are: “Igreja de Deus Unida” as well 
as “Revista Boa Nova.” 

United Youth Corps—Lagos, Nigeria

by Roy Demont 

The Beyond Today television program 
has been on the air for two years in South 
Africa. Over that time more than 100 pro-
grams have aired. Viewer surveys have 
shown that between 25,000 and 55,000 
are tuned to the program every week on 
Sunday mornings at 8:30.

Since Steve Myers, one of the Beyond 
Today television presenters, planned to 
come to South Africa with his family for 
the Feast of Tabernacles, we requested that 
he come a little early in order to conduct 
two Beyond Today Live presentations.

The first presentation was held in Cen-
turion, Pretoria, at the Protea Hotel on 
Saturday, Oct. 9, where a four-hour pre-
sentation was held with a morning and 
afternoon session. The topics ranged from 
a discussion of world conditions, the state 
of South Africa, the prophetic significance 
of God’s Word, why God created man and 
what actions true believers should take.

Even though we had minimal promotion 
for the event, local Church members enthu-
siastically attended as well as 20 members of 
the public. They took notes, asked questions 
and picked up Church literature that sup-

port the teachings that were presented.
The second appearance was in 

Rondebosch, Capetown, at the Belmont 
Square Conference Centre on Sunday, 
Oct. 10. Our Capetown brethren were 
joined by five other eager attendees. One 
of these joined us for Atonement services 
three days later.

Although we had hoped that the semi-
nars would have much greater atten-
dance, those that did attend were genu-
inely interested and seemed motivated to 
learn more of God’s overall plan for the 
salvation of all humanity.

Beyond Today Live in South Africa

Angolan Brethren Rejoice at the Feast

From the left: Paulino João Foi and his wife Sofia (President of the Angolan Church’s Council of Elders), 
Rufino Mudendo Chihopio and his wife Filipina (general evangelist), and Avelino Bumba and his wife 
Julieta (pastor and presenter of the Church’s radio broadcast in Angola).

Steve Myers in South Africa giving his 
presentation for the BT Live event. 
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Benin, Cameroon, 
and Ivory Coast

Peace, joy and harmony were present in 
all four festival sites of Benin, Cameroon, 
Cote d’Ivoire and the Democratic Repub-
lic of the Congo (DR Congo), in addition 
to our new people from Pointe Noire in 
Congo Brazzaville. In spite of political 
tension related to the referendum in Cote 
d’Ivoire, the presidential election in DR 
Congo and a train crash that killed more 
than 300 passengers in Cameroon, breth-
ren rejoiced at the Feast. The total par-
ticipation for all three Feast sites was 120. 

Benin had 25, Cameroon had 21, Cote 
d’Ivoire had 42 in two sites, DR Congo 
had 20, Pointe Noire Congo had 12, and 
some brethren were not able to attend the 
Feast for various reasons. 

In addition to the messages given local-
ly, all sermons were prepared and printed 
in advance for all these sites, from the 
opening night to the Eighth Day. 

One of the great moments was the ordi-
nation of Pierre Ogoudele from Cotou-
nou, Benin, as a deacon. 

We thank all the brothers and sisters for 
their help and support.

Moïse Mabout
 

Accra and 
Agora, Ghana

A total of 279 brethren came together 
to observe the Feast of Tabernacles at two 
sites in Ghana. One site was situated on 
the sprawling grounds of the Valley View 
University campus on the outskirts of the 
capital city of Accra. Most of the brethren 
stayed together on-site, which allowed 
for much interaction and fellowship. 
Morning services were often followed by 
a communal meal, with the opportunity 
to gather together in the evenings at the 
meeting hall for games and additional 
fellowship. With a high attendance of 39, 
this was a close-knit group that assembled 
very much as a family. 

The second site was situated on prop-
erty owned by the Church, located three 
hours west in the village community 
of Agona. Most of the 240 members in 
attendance stayed in houses and rooms 
in the village and walked to services each 
day. About a third of those in attendance 
spoke English. Any services that were pre-
sented in English were also translated into 
the local dialect of Fante. Much joy sur-

rounded this group as they came together 
to worship God. The many children in 
the mix added to the buzz of activity and 
excitement in the air. The daily hymns of 
praise were enthusiastic, with the voices 
of song drifting out to the nearby village. 

Assistant senior pastor Paul Moody, 
along with Darrell Keisel, visited from 
the United States, sharing time between 
the two Feast sites. Messages focused on 
the return of Jesus Christ and the millen-
nial age to come, as well as our calling 
today to live as citizens of the Kingdom 
of God. Accra pastor David Meselebe and 
Agona pastor Benjamin Agyapong, along 
with other local leaders, shared messages 
of inspiration as well, giving meat in due 
season on which we could set our focus. 

Paul Moody

Got Kachola, Kenya 
The Feast site in Got Kachola, Kenya, 

was held on Church grounds located 
about 300 meters from Lake Victoria. The 
weather was hot in the morning but tend-
ed to be cooler in the afternoons due to 
the breeze from the lake. The Feast started 
off with an evening service at sunset on 
Sunday with 170 in attendance. Pastor 
Nicholas Eboya gave the opening service 
message. Services each day started at 9:30 
a.m. until 12:30 p.m. while afternoon ser-
vices were held at 2:20 p.m. on the first 
day of the Feast and on the Eighth Day.

The highest attendance was 200, and 
the majority were accommodated in the 
tents. Apart from the daily sermons there 
were also Bible studies and seminars, which 
made the Feast a great experience with high 
hopes and motivation for the soon-coming 
Kingdom of God, of which the Feast was a 
foretaste. Also four ladies and two gentle-
men were baptized on the fourth day of the 
Feast by pastor Antonio Ndung’u. We wel-
come these six individuals to the Body of 
Christ. Mr. Ndung’u left later in the day to 
attend the rest of the Feast in Meru. 

Overall the Feast was great, and we are 
all thankful to God for His plan of salva-
tion, His blessings and for all those who 
made the Feast possible. 

Joel Owuoti

Puerto Vallarta, Mexico

Africa

Asia/Pacific

Canada

TOTAL

Caribbean

Europe/British Isles

Latin America

United States

Cotonou, Benin............................... 25
Douala, Cameroon ......................... 21
Kinshasa, Congo ............................. 20
Accra, Ghana ................................... 39
Agona, Ghana ............................... 240
Lame, Ivory Coast .......................... 42
Lilongwe, Malawi ........................... 75
Lake Malawi .................................... 97
Kitwe, Zambia ................................. 70
Isoka/Kalukanya, Zambia .............. 90
Lusaka, Zambia ............................. 170
Got Kachola, Kenya ...................... 200
Meru, Kenya .................................... 92
Ogembo, Kenya............................... 97
Arakeji, Nigeria ............................. 107
Margate, South Africa .................. 130
Togo .................................................. 60
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe ............. 116

Merimbula, Australia ................... 209
Sunshine Coast, Australia ........... 350
Rockingham, Australia .................. 80
St. Helens, Tasmania ...................... 60
Hong Kong, China ......................... 42
Agra, India ....................................... 48
Penang, Malaysia ............................ 60
Acacia Bay, New Zealand ............ 122
Baguio City, Philippines .............. 156
Davao City, Philippines ............... 214
Visayas, Philippines ...................... 122
Kalutara, Sri Lanka ......................... 53
Tonga ................................................ 12

Canmore, Alberta ......................... 227
Midland, Ontario .......................... 137
Saint-Adele, Quebec ..................... 135
Victoria, British Columbia .......... 400

Montego Bay, Jamaica .................. 151
Reduit Beach, St. Lucia .................. 66
Crown Point, Tobago ..................... 30

Kuressaare, Estonia ........................ 66
Roquebrune-sur-Argens, France 195
Sabaudia, Italy ............................... 235
Schluchsee, Germany ................... 210
Southport, England ...................... 121

Cochobamba, Bolivia ..................... 36
Boa Vista, Roraima, Brazil ............ 57
Olmue, Chile ................................. 109
Cartagena, Colombia ................... 137
Panajachel, Guatemala ................. 230
Puerto Vallarta, Mexico ............... 720

Bend-Redmond, Oregon ............. 577
Bigfork, Montana .......................... 202
Branson, Missouri ........................ 557
Cincinnati, Ohio ........................... 358
Galveston, Texas ........................... 433
Gatlinburg, Tennesee ................... 800
Jekyll Island, Georgia ................... 575
Kohala Coast, Hawaii ................... 500
Ocean City, Maryland .................. 194
Oceanside, California................... 545
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin ........... 400
Panama City Beach, Florida .....1,047
Phoenix, Arizona .......................... 240
Steamboat Springs, Colorado ..... 387
Satellite, Big Sandy, Texas .............. 74
Satellite, Tampa, Florida ................ 38
Satellite, Tucson, Arizona .............. 26
Home Sermon DVDs ................... 434

1,691

1,528

899

13,868

247

827

1,289

6,953

festival attendance figures 2016

festival reports
Feast of Tabernacles 2016

Arranged By Region
• Africa Page 3
• Asia/Pacific Page 5
• Canada Page 7
• British Isles/Europe Page 8
• Caribbean Page 8
• Latin America Page 9
• United States Page 10

Africa

See more 2016 Photos here: 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/united-church-of-god/albums/72157676264414686
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Meru, Kenya 
The Feast of Tabernacles in 

Meru, Kenya, was held in a rural, 
upcountry environment at our 
Church property. Many of the 
brethren were accommodated 
in tents, which gave the true 
spirit of the temporary dwellings 
that reminds us that we are pil-
grims on this earth awaiting the 
soon-coming Kingdom of God 
(Hebrews 11:13–16).

The average attendance was 58. 
Our first service on the eve of the 
Feast was 41 in attendance, and 
on the weekly Sabbath the atten-
dance was at it highest with 92 in 
attendance. We also had many of 
the students from a nearby school 
attend the Feast with us.

The brethren enjoyed both the 
spiritual and physical food for 
the entire period of the Feast. 
Our service began at 10 a.m. and 
ended at around 1 p.m. every day, 
with the exception of the high day 
Sabbaths and the weekly Sabbath 
when we held two services.

The other afternoons were full 
of activities like seminars both 
for men and women, Bible study, 
family day, games and an excur-
sion to a nearby hill for those 
who had fun climbing it. It was 
all very exciting.

The evenings were spent at 
a campfire, and the brethren 
had a good time socializing and 
reviewing the day’s messages 
and other activities. Our young 
adults took song leading classes 
and music theory classes. This 
will be very helpful to them when 
they are assigned the role of song 
leading in their respective con-
gregations and even in teaching 
others as well.

We had special music from 
various individual members 
as well as group members, and 
these were uplifting spiritually.

This year’s Feast was also 
attended by three of our mem-
bers from Rwanda and one from 
Burundi. Other members came 
from Nairobi, Matuu Bagaria, 
Kitale, Ndanai and of course 
Meru congregations.

The entire Feast went on for the 
eight days incident-free, and we 
truly are grateful to the Almighty 
God. It was all very enjoyable to 
have these brethren come togeth-
er and share the Word of God in 
addition to physical food.

It was the perfect time for 
brethren to rekindle their vision 
of the coming Kingdom of God. 

Simon I Ng’ang’a

Ogembo, 
Kenya 

The Ogembo Feast site is on an 
agricultural area that experiences 
rainfall year round. The Feast was 
held on a Church-owned facility 
that is surrounded by attractive 
green vegetation. 

The Feast started on the eve-
ning service with the opening 
sermon given by pastor Kriphas 
Ongori and welcoming remarks 
given by Thuo Benson. 

The majority of those who 
attended were accommodated 
in Church-owned tents pitched 
on the Church grounds. Meals 
were served from the kitchen on 
Church grounds. The meals were 
prepared by hired professional 
cooks who prepared wonderful 
meals. 

On average 79 attended and 
the attendees were drawn from 
various congregations across the 
country. 

We were blessed with the 
inspiring sermons from the three 
pastors: Antonio Ndung’u, Nich-
olas Eboya and Moses Nyaira. 

Overall the Feast was good and 
pictured the soon-coming King-
dom of God. We thank God and 
appreciate the Church and all 
those who made this year’s Feast 
a success. 

Kriphas Ongori

Lake Malawi
An average of 97 happy people 

kept the Feast of Tabernacles along 
the beautiful golden sands beach 
of Lake Malawi. And a group of 
over 54 of them kept the Feast in 
Lilongwe, the capital of Malawi. 

The atmosphere was good, 
and the weather was below 30 
degrees Celsius. The highlight of 
the Feast was the dance, where an 
elderly member over 80 years old 
took to the floor to dance. Oth-
er activities included a variety 
show, swimming and volleyball. 
On family day it was great to see 
all the families coming together 
to cheer and watch both young 
and old taking part in the activi-
ties. The activities included tug-
of-war (pull-of-peace), sack rac-
ing and fishing for apples from a 
bucket of water with your mouth. 
The preteens had a special treat 
with their own activities, gifts 
and goodies. 

The senior citizens from 60 
years old and above were treated 
to a delicious dinner at a nearby 
restaurant. We were also blessed 

to host five members from South 
Africa. They had a good time 
with us and didn’t regret com-
ing to Malawi to keep the Feast. 
They told us that this was their 
best Feast ever. Group catering 
fostered good fellowship among 
the members and this was offered 
to members four times during 
the Feast. 

The messages delivered were 
inspiring and uplifting. They 
emphasized the need for every-
one to improve their relationship 
with God by keeping His com-
mandments, praying and having 
private Bible study. They focused 
on fellowship with one another 
on weekly Sabbaths and annual 
Holy Days to prepare for the 
forthcoming Kingdom of God, 
where peace, genuine love, pros-
perity and security shall prevail 
in abundance. They also encour-
aged members to look forward to 
the wonderful world tomorrow, 
where Jesus Christ will reign as 
King of Kings and Lord of Lords, 
with zeal and excitement. 

Gracious Mpilangwe

Lilongwe, 
Malawi 

We anticipated a lot of difficul-
ties, but God looked at it differ-
ently and blessed us with a won-
derful Feast. The home office sent 
us Shannon Lucas to feed us with 
the spiritual food, and Howard 
Davis came to join on the Eighth 
Day. We are grateful for that. 

The activities were wonderful. 
Our services started at around 
10:30 a.m each day. On high days, 
including the weekly Sabbath, we 
had two services. We also had 
other activities like group cater-
ing, family life, fellowship, and an 
outing to the lake. We also had a 
chance to watch a video by Coun-
cil chairman Donald Ward. 

The low attendance was 54, 
while 75 was the highest figure. 
We also had one usual visitor 
during the period by the name 
Wyson. He was the electrician we 
hired to help us do electric work 
at the site, and he joined us from 
day one to the end. Some days he 
would even come with his wife. 
The contractor of the new church 
hall also came some days, as well 
as Joseph Mughogho, who is the 
business manager for LifeNets 
Malawi. 

All the activities could not be 
done without some financial help. 
The home office came at the right 
time to finance us when we were 

in great need of the help. May the 
good Lord continue to bless all 
people who come to our help. 

Our prayer is that God should 
continue to bless the Church and 
its leadership to continue helping 
us in spiritual matters, and also 
physical needs so that the goal of 
preaching the gospel and prepar-
ing a people is reached. 

Cephas Chapamba

Ondo State, 
Nigeria 

This year the Feast was kept at 
Premier Holiday Resort, Ondo 
State. The location was in the 
center of a small rural village 
and offers a quiet environment 
with facilities that provided all 
we needed in one place for a 
great Feast of rejoicing, feasting, 
enjoying fellowship together, and 
learning from the Word of God. 

Expected attendance was 117. 
Our lowest attendance was 65 
for the opening night, but by the 
end of the first Holy Day all had 
arrived, and attendance peaked 
at 107. We had an international 
visitor from the United King-
dom, Sheriff Mamudu from the 
Bricket Wood congregation. It 
was his second time keeping the 
Feast with us. 

The theme for the Feast was 
“Guided by the Word of God,” 
extended from the United Youth 
Camps theme. The messages were 
encouraging, instructive, inspir-
ing and corrective. Messages like 
“Do Something” encouraged us 
to always be willing to step out in 
faith and act no matter how des-
perate the situation, knowing that 
our God has promised to never 
leave us or forsake us. Members 
were warned to “Beware of the 
4 ‘D’s of the Devil’s Tactics: Dis-
couragement, Disappointment, 
Doubt and Division.” 

Others encouraged us to 
“Rejoice Before Our God,” to 
understand the “Benefits of 
Being Guided by God’s Word,” to 
“Know to Trust the Bible Alone as 
God’s Word” and use God’s Word 
to “Develop Faith That Moves 
Mountains.” 

The Feast was wonderful. It 
was very hard to consider even 
going back into the world we all 
left behind. We had come to have 
this opportunity to truly experi-
ence a taste of joy and rejoicing 
and what it will be like in God’s 
Kingdom. Many members once 
again claimed this as the best 
Feast ever, and it made us yearn 

all the more for the coming King-
dom of God when we can all live 
in peace, joy and free of anxiety 
and fear—especially at this time 
when the economic situation of 
the country is so dire. Yet in spite 
of this hard economic situation, 
the generosity and love of mem-
bers for one another abounded in 
one of the greatest outpouring of 
gifts for one another! The abun-
dant generosity of our brethren 
worldwide and locally provided 
many treats that included roasted 
chicken, chicken and goat meat 
pepper soup, fruit juices, soft 
drinks and gift items.  

God blessed us with great 
weather, excellent messages, good 
health and activities at the pool, a 
talent show and family fun days. 
The hotel staff were exceptional 
in the timing of meals and the 
quality and quantity of food. It 
was truly a great period of rejoic-
ing before our Lord Jesus Christ 
and God the Father. It was with a 
heavy heart, tears of joy and sad-
ness at the end of the Feast that 
members embraced and bade 
each other goodbye, determined 
to carry the great memories with 
them until we all meet again by 
our Father’s grace.

Oludare Akinbo

Margate, 
South Africa 

There were 130 brethren 
who enjoyed a stimulating and 
rewarding Feast on the beauti-
ful shores of the Indian Ocean 
at Margate, South Africa, dur-
ing a period of pleasant spring 
weather. 

Most importantly, the messag-
es were exceptionally inspiring 
and much appreciated by all. 

Spending time together was a 
priority with a special welcome 
social at the beginning of the 
Feast, a family game night, and 
our first year with a special youth 
day, which included ziplining 
over beautiful Oribi Gorge. 

Unique experiences that visitors 
could enjoy include: swimming 
at the beautiful ocean beaches, 
deep sea fishing, taking a safari at 
a game reserve, distinctive shop-
ping, visiting a crocodile farm, 
cage diving with sharks and many 
more. 

Overseas visitors enjoyed the 
South African hospitality and 
friendliness, which contributed 
to the overall experience. Most 
notable among them were the 
Myers family, with Steve being 
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the principal speaker at the Feast, 
and family members sharing 
their considerable talents in the 
form of special music. Mr. Myers 
also conducted two interactive 
Bible studies during the Feast, 
answering questions from the 
brethren from Scripture. 

Two exciting occurrences were 
the ordination of Arthur Fisher 
as elder, as well as a blessing of 
little children ceremony. 

We hope next year even more 
from around the world will come 
and experience the wonderful 
foretaste of the world beyond 
today in South Africa. 

Roy Demont and Steve Myers

Kpalime, Togo 
Once again the Lord has allowed 

us to celebrate the Feast of Taber-
nacles in great peace and joy. 

This Feast took place in the 
town of Kpalime, which is 120 
kilometers from the capital, 
Lome. It is a city located at the 
foot of a mountain range called 
Kloto, from which flows a water-
fall where a dam supplies the city 
and the surrounding villages with 
water and electricity. This year 
was particularly special because 
it rained almost every day. Amaz-
ingly there were no mosquitoes. 

There were 60 people for the 
occasion, and the Feast went very 
well. All participants wanted to 
get involved and serve, particu-
larly our youth. We also simplified 
our way of cooking by replacing 
firewood and charcoal with two 
electric and gas burners. We had 
brought a machine called foufou-
mix to facilitate the preparation of 
our favorite food, fufu, made with 
pounded yam. All these improve-
ments allowed us more time to 
socialize and reduce the fatigue 
for our valiant women. 

We thank our youth for cheer-
ing up the audience with a skit or a 
song. We were very blessed by the 
sermons and Bible studies that 
helped us better understand God’s 
Kingdom and our responsibilities. 

We want to especially thank all 
those who helped us with their 
donations for a successful Feast. 

May the Lord bless them richly 
with His heavenly blessings. 

Kossi Fiaboe

Lusaka, 
Kalukanya, and 
Kitwe, Zambia 

Zambia held the Feast of Tab-

ernacles at three sites: Lusaka, 
Kitwe and Kalukanya. Lusaka for 
this year changed the venue to 
use the Church facility, Verino, in 
Chongwe district, about 40 kilo-
meters east of Lusaka City. Kitwe 
and Kalukanya were at their same 
venues as last year.

In Lusaka 170 people attended 
the Feast with one international 
visitor, New York City pastor 
Howard Davis, visiting for his 
second time. Our opening night 
service was conducted by Mr. 
Davis, and 104 people attended.

In Lusaka, activities included 
youth day, seniors lunch, gift 
exchange for ladies, sports, mov-
ies, and the famous family day, 
where everyone ate ice cream! We 
also had special music from the 
Mapoko, Mumbwa and Chipata 
brethren. Mr. Davis and I bap-
tized 10 newly repentant mem-
bers, of which six were ladies and 
four were gentlemen. It was such 
a wonderful day for us all to have 
had new people become mem-
bers of our Church.

We thank God for making our 
Feast so fruitful and successful as 
no serious incidents were experi-
enced. We would very much like 
to thank Mr. Davis for his help in 
preaching, counseling people for 
baptism and baptizing.

On Oct. 23, my wife Felicia, 
Deacon Maxwell, his wife and I 
escorted Mr. Davis to the airport, 
as he was proceeding to Malawi 
to complete his festival there.

It was a great pleasure indeed 
for all of us to be at the Lusaka 
Feast site. Most if not all appre-
ciated being at Verino and we ar  
looking forward to further use 
of the church facility for future 
women’s retreats, United Youth 
Camps, local leadership semi-
nars, etc.

At the Kalukanya Feast site, our 
elder Alfred Siame reported that 
the Feast of Tabernacles was suc-
cessful with 90 people in atten-
dance. He says brethren enjoyed 
their Feast with no problems 
experienced. They are also look-
ing forward to another wonderful 
Feast in 2017. In the Copperbelt, 
Kitwe Feast site, our elder Derrick 
Pringle had 70 people attending 
the Feast, which was very suc-
cessful, and there were five people 
baptized.

In conclusion, we in Zambia 
would like to extend our appre-
ciation and gratitude to the home 
office and also to LifeNets Inter-
national for their financial sup-
port for Zambia as a whole. In 
Lusaka, maintenance was done 

at Verino, mattresses were pur-
chased, nice and strong chairs 
were bought, etc. Our stay was 
easy and enjoyable. To them we 
say “God bless you” for sharing 
your festival tithe with us. 

Major Nawa Talama

Victoria Falls, 
Zimbabwe 

The wondrous resort area of 
Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe, saw 
116 brethren congregating for 
the 2016 Feast of Tabernacles and 
Eighth Day. Being summer time, 
everybody enjoyed being out-
doors, enjoyed the fellowship and 
spending quality time together.

Services were conducted at the 
Rainbow Hotel, which is only five 
minutes walking distance from 
the rest camp where the majority 
of members stayed. We had visi-
tors from Zambia and the U.S.A. 
Our friendly and kind interna-
tional visitors greatly added to 
the quality and enjoyment of the 
Feast.

Sermons and sermonettes 
were given by Michael Mukarati, 
Mabasa Chichaya (Zimbabwe), 
Derek Strauss, Stephen de Cam-
pos, Duncan Robertson (U.S.A.) 
and Luke Banda (Zambia).

Topics covered included: deal-
ing with hardships, the sin of 
pride as the cause of all wars and 
suffering, the world tomorrow as 
pictured by the Feast and encour-
agement to faith and courage in 
the face of difficulties and uncer-
tainty.

The choir treated brethren with 
unique melodic singing of hymn 
129 in our hymnal, “How Great 
Thou Art.”

Family day was the highlight of 
scheduled activities. A wonder-
ful lunch was served to everyone 
at the Victoria Falls Rest Camp. 
Activities included netball, vol-
leyball and soccer, which were 
enjoyed by all the brethren.

We also had a Sabbath day 
snack at the Victoria Falls Hotel 
where everyone had cakes, sweet 
biscuits and drinks. On the fol-
lowing day, the brethren visited 
the Victoria Falls where they 
marveled at one of the world’s 
seven wonders and the surround-
ing scenery.

Indeed, this year’s Feast of Tab-
ernacles was a great blessing, and 
we thank God the Father and His 
Son for setting these days apart, 
which picture an incredible time 
beyond today.

Sydney Nyamasoka

Merimbula, 
Australia

Easygoing, friendly and wel-
coming—the small beachside 
holiday town of Merimbula 
reflects the atmosphere amongst 
the group of God’s people who go 
there each year to celebrate the 
Feast of Tabernacles. This year 
was no exception, with members 
opening their temporary dwell-
ings to any and all comers on 
several occasions, plenty of orga-
nized and spontaneous activities, 
and a meeting hall full of the buzz 
of conversation before and after 
each worship service.

This year’s messages tended to 
converge on a theme of the supe-
riority of God’s law and Word 
to anything human beings have 
devised over our time on earth. 
The excitement and anticipa-
tion of His coming Kingdom was 
palpable. We were encouraged 
to really value our role in Jesus 
Christ’s millennial reign by striv-
ing now to keep His law in spirit 
and truth.

On the second day of the Feast 
we all enjoyed a whole-Church 
family barbeque at a nearby out-
door venue, with mini-golf, a 
giant jumping pillow, golf-swing 
practice and archery for anyone 
so inclined to try their hand. 
Throughout the Feast we also 
had opportunities for fun and 
fellowship in the form of a barn 
dance, tree-top obstacle course 
for teens, horse riding for the 
mums and tween girls, seniors 
luncheon, as well as the many 
smaller get-togethers organised 
by various individuals known for 
their hospitality and enthusiastic 
love of people.

The Merimbula Feast site is 
famous for its inclusive and warm 
atmosphere, and this was aptly 
reflected in the words this year’s 
festival choir sang: “How good 
and how pleasant it is for brethren 
to dwell together in unity.”

Natalie McQueen

Rockingham, 
Australia 

Rockingham, about 45 minutes 
south of Perth, Western Austra-
lia, is on the edge of the calm, 
clear waters of Cockburn Sound, 
with numerous cafes and restau-
rants along the foreshore.

The opening service saw peo-
ple from Queensland, New South 
Wales, Denver and Chicago join 
local members, some having 
been in the Church for 50 years. 
Two more arrived on Wednesday 
from South Africa. Festival coor-
dinator and local pastor Grant 
Chick began with the usual ques-
tion: “Why are we here?”

Carefully prepared sermons, 
sermonettes and Bible studies 
covered topics including lead-
ing by example, praising God in 
song, recapturing true values, 
restoration and refreshing, sup-
port, care and encouragement for 
one another, and land manage-
ment, equity and justice in God’s 
Kingdom.

Youth day was competently 
managed by young members and 
included the blessing of three lit-
tle ones. Services were balanced 
by a variety of activities.

The traditional West Austra-
lian meet-and-greet included 
good food, wines and juices, and 
fellowship. Everyone enjoyed 
catching up with old friends and 
meeting new ones. Family day 
was on the foreshore and includ-
ed fun games, chatting, more 
food and a tug-of-war to end the 
day. Another relaxing afternoon 
was spent cruising the canals of 
Mandurah.

BUG night was a revelation to 
visitors. It is an easy to learn and 
fun game (with chocolate) that 
is sure to reappear in other time 
zones. Some young ones had the 
opportunity to be “man versus 
wild” at the indoor rock climb, 
followed by Simmo’s famous ice 
cream.

Musical offerings and accom-
paniments were provided by 
Kimberley Grey and Queensland 
visitors Jessica Efimov, Roxanne 
Efimov and Lawrence Chick, 
the youth choir and a quartet of 
Drew Efimov, Barry Korthuis, 
Grant and Lawrence Chick.

As the Eighth Day service end-
ed, “God Be With You,” with its 
prayer-like lyrics, was sung as a 
final goodbye hymn. 

Leone Schreuders

Sunshine 
Coast, Australia

The opening day of the Feast 
of Tabernacles began with 350 in 
attendance. We enjoyed the over-
seas visitors from the U.S., Mexico, 

Asia/Pacific
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the Philippines, and other states 
in Australia. The pristine beach 
location and pleasant weather is 
always popular with those seeking 
a pure beach experience.

We also had visitors from other 
Church of God groups in signifi-
cant numbers during the Feast. 
We welcomed them and hopefully 
served their festival spiritual needs 
with the messages presented.

Our messages were some of 
the best we have had, all show-
ing a depth of understanding 
of the rule of Christ in the next 
age and what that would mean 
for the world. Peter Eddington, 
Media and Communications Ser-
vices operation manager for the 
Church, joined us for the Feast 
and added to the insightful mes-
sages offered from our local min-
istry and brethren. Our youth 
education classes excelled again 
this year. We couldn’t have asked 
for better volunteers at our site to 
carry out all the duties required to 
run a great Feast.

Our activities catered to each 
age group. Fellowship, especially 
with the many visitors, was a spe-
cial treat. This has been our 10th 
year at this Feast site and venue. 
Due to its popularity we have 
booked it again for next year. 

Bill Bradford

St Helens, 
Tasmania 

It truly was a millennial set-
ting—Georges Bay and the Bay of 
Fires, along with the lush green 
hinterland of Northeast Tasma-
nia, provided the visual backdrop 
for this spiritual Feast experience. 
Sumptuous local produce pro-
vided an abundant physical diet, 
enabling us to rejoice and break 
bread together.

Add to this idyllic environ-
ment—a small fishing commu-
nity in an isolated part of the 
world—a spirit of fellowship and 
harmony, as well as deep insights 
into the precious truth of God’s 
coming Kingdom, and you have 
caught the essence of keeping 
God’s Feast at St. Helens. What a 
place of rejoicing!

Sixty brethren from around 
Australia—and 10 brethren 
from various parts of the Unit-
ed States—came together in an 
uplifting spirit of fellowship. 
Although quite a few members 
succumbed to sickness for various 
periods during the Feast, this did 
not dampen the enthusiasm or the 
various opportunities to rejoice.

We enjoyed casual but lively 
social activities—meet and greet 
savories, pizza and games night, 
catered meal and trivia night, and 
a bus trip and lunch at Nature-
world Wildlife Sanctuary—
where tassie devils are a central 
attraction, kangaroos are fed by 
hand, and various Aussie reptiles 
are featured. This all helped fulfil 
God’s command to rejoice at His 
Feast. And we did!

Stephen Clark

Hong Kong, 
China 

This year 42 brethren from 
Hong Kong, New Zealand, the 
Philippines, China, and various 
parts of the United States gath-
ered in Hong Kong to observe 
the Feast of the great God. He 
duly inspired the messages and 
blessed the fellowship.

Warm affection and laugh-
ter were present throughout the 
Feast among all the brethren. 
Two typhoons came our way and 
were forecast to hit Hong Kong 
directly. But both turned north 
on the nights before for “no 
apparent reason.” We know God 
delivered us. Festival services and 
all activities were able to progress 
with no disruptions.

We are thankful to our loving 
God for the blessing of being able 
to observe His Feast, to rejoice 
before Him, and for His protection.

Terry Franke

Agra, India 
The Feast in India was held at 

the beautiful Four Points Shera-
ton hotel in Agra. The Taj Mahal 
loomed majestically on the hori-
zon a mile away in sharp contrast 
to the everyday living of the local 
population.

The local brethren warmly 
welcomed us visitors, and 48 
gathered together to keep the 
Feast. The Feast started off on 
the opening night with a chal-
lenge to learn to fear the Lord 
our God instead of fearing man. 
We learned about the mystery of 
the Kingdom of God and how it 
will change the world because the 
fear of God will replace the fear of 
man. We learned that the gospel 
being taken to the gentiles is not 
just a New Testament concept. 
We learned that hope is a place to 
go and be. And we learned that 
no matter who you are, where 
or when you were born, all have 
been given a living hope that does 

not disappoint, because all have a 
place to go and be. A blessing of 
children ceremony was held for 
one child, and there was a much-
anticipated baptism.

On two afternoons the whole 
group toured three popular local 
historical sites. We toured the very 
interesting Fort Agra and Fatehpur 
Sikri, where we learned about the 
dynasty that ruled India for over 
200 years. One of these rulers built 
the majestic Taj Mahal (monu-
ment of love) in memory of his 
beautiful, beloved wife.

We were blessed with special 
music every day. The musical tal-
ent show was enjoyed by all one 
evening. Family day by the pool 
on the open air roof top was a 
pleasant activity. There was lots of 
time for fellowship as we enjoyed 
three meals a day together at the 
hotel. Bible studies and a wom-
en’s discussion were added to the 
schedule because “we’re here to 
learn and to have too much free 
time.” 

The international visitors also 
had the special invitation to visit 
two local brethren’s homes so we 
could see the inside of an Indian 
home and to see how they live. 

It was exciting to see India fea-
tured on the Feast film! India is 
truly very diverse. Anticipation 
of next year’s Feast was already 
a part of the goodbyes and hugs 
as we departed from the place 
where God placed His name. 

Susan Miller

Penang, 
Malaysia 

Members from Australia, Brit-
ain, Indonesia, Malaysia, New 
Zealand, Singapore and the 
United States gathered in Penang, 
Malaysia, to celebrate the 2016 
Feast of Tabernacles.

The venue was again at the 
Bayview Beach Resort, where we 
had use of the beautiful facili-
ties, including the Crystal Ball-
room for services and activities. 
There were many opportunities 
to meet with each other casually 
throughout the week, includ-
ing those starting early at the 
gym, enjoying the full breakfasts 
included, or chatting late into the 
evening in communal areas or 
their rooms.

Our spiritual food was deliv-
ered by seven men from three 
different countries. Messages 
included our lifetime calling 
and preparation for the transi-
tion of this world to God’s com-

ing Kingdom, remaining faithful 
and enduring, and the legacy we 
will leave. The Feast certainly was 
a great opportunity to ground us 
in readiness for the year ahead. 

Beverly Firth

Acacia Bay, 
Taupo, New 
Zealand 

We enjoyed the spectacular 
mountain and lake views with a 
packed house of 122 registered 
attendees. The whole area is a 
scenic wonderland that added 
to our joy every day. We also 
had some extra visitors join us 
for fellowship and fun as we cel-
ebrated God’s Feast.

Many commented on the fam-
ily atmosphere and joy that was 
shared together. We were blessed 
this year with excellent music 
throughout the Feast. The mes-
sages were also well crafted and 
uplifting.

As well as the meals and fel-
lowship throughout the Feast, 
some of the activity highlights 
included a teen dance, a family 
afternoon filled with lawn games 
and laughter, then a group din-
ner followed by chocolate bingo 
and more laughter. Later in the 
week about 35 of us experienced 
the exhilaration of the rapids jet 
boat ride.

To quote one of our visitors, 
“Every day New Zealand just 
keeps getting better!” I feel that 
this years’ Feast gave us a taste of 
God’s coming Kingdom. 

Daniel Porteous
 

Albuera, Leyte, 
Philippines

God generously blessed the 
brethren in the Visaya, Philip-
pines, Feast site. For the third 
time, people of God from all over 
the Visayas (the second of three 
island groups comprising the 
country) and as well as foreign 
guests, gathered at Baybayon ni 
Agalon (the Master’s Shore) on 
the Albuera island of Leyte, Phil-
ippines.

Daily messages echoed this 
year’s theme, “Looking Forward 
to the Kingdom of God,” which 
was also a sermon given by vis-
iting minister and Council of 
Elders member Aaron Dean. 
We also heard from Luzon elder 
Adolfo Remo and pastor Epifanio 
Rey Evasco, as well as Visayas 

elder Jose Campos. We were also 
able to hear the recorded festival 
sermon by Church president Vic-
tor Kubik. The messages all filled 
the spiritual aspect of the Feast, 
feeding the 112 attendees. Ser-
vices were scheduled as the first 
thing in each day’s activities to 
emphasize God’s special place in 
everyone’s life being at the top of 
everything. Songs performed by 
the festival choir each day added 
to the atmosphere of worship of 
and awe for the one true God and 
His Son Jesus Christ.

Meals and activities were 
planned to enhance and strength-
en the bonds between families 
and brethren as well as promote 
spiritual growth among God’s 
people. Among the highlights 
were the family day and local 
delicacy day, youth and singles 
day, senior socials and sports 
day. Different congregations also 
prepared for the variety show 
that was held halfway through 
the Feast.

Special skills were also shared 
by volunteer members during 
the livelihood workshop activi-
ties, such as processing salted 
eggs, making leche flan and mak-
ing graham balls. These added 
knowledge and technical know-
how for those interested. Fora 
and seminars were conducted for 
parents and young adults in the 
Church, and were aimed towards 
educating and re-educating 
God’s people on certain biblical 
principles.

This year’s Feast of Tabernacles 
in the Visayas was a great suc-
cess, and it ended with everyone 
looking forward not just to next 
year’s Feast, but above all to its 
fulfillment—the establishment 
of God’s Kingdom here on earth 
with Jesus Christ as King of Kings 
and Lord of Lords, reigning with 
His saints for a thousand years.

Jose T. Campos

Baguio City, 
Philippines 

Baguio City was once again one 
of the three Feast of Tabernacles 
sites for the United Church of 
God here in the Philippines. For 
the 16th consecutive time, the 
Feast was held at the Ang Ating 
Tahanan grounds of the Girl 
Scouts of the Philippines. We 
have again been privileged to use 
their improved multi-purpose 
hall for the fourth time instead 
of their older conference hall we 
had been using. 
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In the midst of tropical typhoon 
Karen that hit Baguio City, the 
Feast started with our traditional 
opening night service on the eve-
ning of Oct. 16, with the opening 
night message delivered by the 
festival coordinator. The service 
was capped by a short welcom-
ing message video by our presi-
dent, Victor Kubik. The highest  
attendance during this Feast 
was 156, on the afternoon of the 
Eighth Day. 

There was a super typhoon 
that entered the northern part of 
the country on the evening after 
the third day of the Feast, which 
brought in some heavy rains and 
very strong winds. The typhoon 
felled some trees in the city and 
caused some temporary power 
outages. Still, we were blessed 
with relatively good weather con-
ditions during most days of the 
Feast. This we believe is the result 
of answered prayers from all our 
brethren around the world, which 
we are all very thankful for! 

We were privileged to have 
with us our senior pastor, Earl 
Roemer, during the first two days 
of the Feast. However, he had to 
fly out to spend the rest of the 
Feast with our brethren at our 
festival site in Hong Kong. 

The messages were all very 
uplifting, inspiring and encour-
aging. The main festival ser-
mon from Mr. Kubik, titled 
“From Ecclesiastes to Eternity,”  
was downloaded in time to be 
shared on the weekly Sabbath 
during the Feast. 

The festival show this year was 
held the evening after the first 
day of the Feast. We wanted Mr. 
Roemer to be able to see the show 
before he left. The show featured 
festive songs and dances from a 
number of countries from around 
the world, popularized mostly in 
the 60s and 70s. Featured among 
others were native Filipino songs, 
popular music and classic folk 
dances, which as always included 
the famous local folk dance called 
the “Tinikling.” 

Various wholesome activities 
were prepared and enjoyed both 
by the young and the once young, 
as well as by the whole family. 
Everyone had the opportunity 
to enjoy wholesome fun, food, 
fellowship and games. Among 
the activities everyone eagerly 
looked forward to and enjoyed 
were the youth day activities for 
the preteens and teens, the fam-
ily day activities and the seniors 
dinner, which was hosted again 
by our teens and young adults. 

With the spiritually inspiring 
messages centered on the Mil-
lennium and the establishment 
of God’s Kingdom, the warm fel-
lowship, the spirit of serving and 
outgoing concern the brethren 
shared; everyone present seemed 
to have felt they were blessed by 
our great God with a greater level 
of spiritual understanding of the 
joy, unity, love and togetherness 
we all look forward to in the 
Kingdom.

Rey Evasco

Davao, 
Mindanao, 
Philippines 

Our 2016 festival theme was 
“Looking Forward to the King-
dom of God.” Daily messages 
expounded the amazing prom-
ises God holds out to humanity. 
God’s blessing was obvious as a 
spirit of rejoicing permeated each 
day’s activities. An environment 
of love and respect built a strong 
level of unity as the peace of God 
reigned. 

Brethren enjoyed the special 
blessing of seeing two new elders 
ordained into Christ’s ministry. 
James and Mesaila Presbitero, Sr. 
and Gem and Sarah Nagtalon now 
serve as elders and wives in several 
congregations in Mindanao. 

With 237 registered for the Feast 
at Davao, our high attendance was 
214. The food service plan was 
modified this year to allow every-
one to go through the same buffet 
lines and eat daily meals together 
in the cafeteria. This provided a 
wonderful opportunity for greater 
fellowship. 

A remarkable attitude of ser-
vice was evident throughout the 
eight days. This year, several 
younger men stepped into new 
service roles by leading songs and 
giving sermonettes. Each did an 
outstanding job. The Mindanao 
festival choir, congregational 
choral groups and individual 
members shared their talent by 
providing special music at each 
service. Others helped with tech-
nical operations, set-up, clean-
up and office work. It truly was 
a foretaste of the Kingdom as 
brethren dwelt together in unity 
and peace. 

Activity highlights included 
special gatherings for youth, 
singles, families and seniors. 
The annual fruit festival was 
once again a resounding suc-
cess! After all, the Davao area 

abounds with mangoes, pineap-
ple, jack fruit, bananas, papaya, 
mangosteen and durian. The 
Saturday evening variety show 
was a most memorable evening. 
Members shared native Filipino 
songs and dances along with 
humorous skits. 

The Mindanao members wel-
come visitors to come rejoice 
with them for the 2017 Feast! 

David and Denise Dobson

Kalutara, 
Sri Lanka

An excellent Feast was had by 
all at the Tangerine Beach Resort 
in Kalutara, Sri Lanka, where 53 
people from six countries gath-
ered to celebrate God’s Feast days 
in a warm coastal setting. Inspir-
ing messages, close family cama-
raderie and delicious shared meals 
at the hotel restaurant buffet were 
hallmarks of the Feast.

The messages during the Feast 
were both encouraging and 
thought-provoking. They includ-
ed topics such as whether or not 
we should go “back to the world” 
after the Feast, having a vision of 
the Kingdom to help us see our 
place in God’s plan, and our spiri-
tual joy, which is a gift from God.

Sri Lankans and visitors alike 
also enjoyed a fun-filled family 
day with a wide variety of team 
games and challenges, a variety 
show displaying participants’ tal-
ents and humor, an exciting game 
of cricket, a family dance with 
activities for young and old, and 
some great splashes in the pool 
with friends.

The ladies outdid themselves 
on saree day this year, dressing 
in a variety of beautiful colors 
and patterns for the Sabbath day. 
Visiting members were encour-
aged to pick out sarees and were 
assisted in wrapping them.

Local Sri Lankans were also 
kind enough to organize an 
excursion to Galle for the visit-
ing members, which included a 
trip to a turtle hatchery, a tour of 
   Galle fort and lighthouse, a boat 
ride on the river, and a visit to a 
moonstone mine and cinnamon 
plantation.

The 2016 Feast of Tabernacles 
in Sri Lanka was uplifting and 
fulfilling for all. We were encour-
aged as God’s people to press 
toward the goal of His kingdom 
in every aspect of our lives this 
coming year. 

Ken and Susan Graham

Tonga 
We had 12 members attend the 

Feast in the pacific Kingdom of 
Tonga. Bruce and Jeanette Dean, 
from Sydney, were there for the 
Sabbath before the Feast until 
Tuesday. Bruce was able to pres-
ent five sermons during the time 
they were there.

The young men, Alfred, Eddie 
and Tui, all led hymns. We were 
able to share many meals togeth-
er. The highlight was a celebra-
tion of 50 years of keeping the 
Feast in Tonga. On Tuesday 
after services we had an umu, 
where the meal is cooked in 

the ground. Our deacon Frank 
‘Osika gave a speech to honor 
the four men who stepped out 
in faith those 50 years before. 
Bruce Dean made mention of 
the vision of Tolu Ha’angana in 
building a church hall where 
the truth would be preserved. 
He noted that the truth was still 
alive every Sabbath with the 
‘Osika family.

For the rest of the Feast they 
played sermons from the Feast 
in Merimbula in 2015. It was a 
special Feast to honor the past 
and look forward to the future in 
God’s Kingdom.

Bruce Dean

Canmore, 
Alberta 

The high attendance in Can-
more was 227 on the first Holy 
Day and hovered around 200 
most of the Feast. Besides the 
Canadians who came from as far 
as Newfoundland, there was a 
large international contingency, 
with attendees from the United 
States (a lot from Texas), Austra-
lia, New Zealand and Jamaica. 
The weather was crisp in the 
mornings and warmed up during 
the day. Often the rising morning 
sun painted the snowy mountain 
peaks in brilliant hues of orange 
and yellow.

The atmosphere inside the 
meeting hall was warm and 
collegial. Coffee was available 
before and after services. The 
staging was beautifully decorat-
ed. Hymns and scriptures were 
projected on a screen. There 
was quality special music, which 
included instrumentals, vocal 
solos, the children’s choir and 
the festival choir. There were 14 
speakers who gave uplifting and 
inspiring messages focusing on 
different aspects of what the Feast 
represents. Randy Stiver held a 
Bible seminar on “Tracking the 
Twelve Apostles.”

Activities included festival 
youth instruction, a teen study, 
young adults ultimate Frisbee, 
rock climbing for the teens at Ele-
vation Place, a ride on the Banff 
Sightseeing Gondola, a hike on 
the Grassi Lake trail (replacing 
a hike at Johnston Canyon), a 
seniors reception and a ministe-
rial/speakers dinner. Some even 
had a chance to take a helicop-
ter tour to see from the air part 

of Canada’s most popular tourist 
destination spot. 

Rainer Salomaa

Midland, 
Ontario 

Fiery autumn colors were on 
full display as brethren gathered in 
Midland, Ontario, for the Feast of 
Tabernacles. Brethren capitalized 
on warm and sunny weather to 
tour the quaint downtown, which 
overlooks a picturesque inlet of 
Lake Huron’s Georgian Bay. 

Many brethren enjoyed the 
spectacular scenery of Wye 
Marsh. The songbirds there have 
been conditioned to eat seeds 
from the outstretched hands of 
visitors. What a treat it was to see 
so many people have a chicka-
dee or nuthatch gently feed from 
their open palms. Other people 
strolled down the mural-graced 
buildings lining Midland’s main 
street. The scent of fresh baked 
goods and desserts teased the 
appetites of anyone meandering 
down the sidewalks. 

The Best Western hotel offered 
our 135-plus brethren enjoyable 
accommodations and a lovely 
venue in which to enjoy fellow-
ship over breakfast each day. 
This same atmosphere gave an 
all-inclusive feel to our activities, 
which were generally open to all. 

The family day activity was 
held next door to our church 
services hall and was well 
attended by children, teens and 
those young at heart. Later that 
day we had a games night in the 
atrium with each table occupied 
by brethren of all ages. As the 
evening progressed, the young-
er attendees moved below to the 

Canada
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pool for aquatic fun. 
For the second year in a row 

we had a square dance. We were 
directed by a professional caller 
who made the evening enjoy-
able. In spite of many of us try-
ing something new, our caller  
was able to make it easy enough 
that even those among us with 
more than one left foot were able 
to learn. 

In addition to these activi-
ties we also enjoyed a meet-
and-greet, variety night, seniors 
brunch, women’s seminar, Bible 
study and a group buffet lunch 
on the Eighth Day. 

Paul Wasilkoff

Sainte-Adele, 
Quebec 

This year the fall colors were 
at their peak as Feast attendees 
arrived in Sainte-Adele, located 
in the Laurentian Mountains. 
Our meeting room in Hotel Le 
Chantecler had windows on 
three sides allowing a panoramic 
view of the spectacular scenery. 

There were 102 registered for 
the site, and 95 were present for 
the opening night service. The 
next day saw the high attendance 
of 135. 

Each morning those staying in 
the hotel enjoyed a buffet break-
fast together. There were numer-
ous restaurants in the area to 
choose from to experience deli-
cious French cuisine. The spiri-
tual food was also abundant. 

We were blessed with an 
instrumental trio to accompany 
hymns. All messages were given 
in English, and very dedicated 
individuals translated them into 
French. This was also a dedicated 
site for the hard of hearing, and it 
was a joy to watch those signing 
at work. 

Following services on family 
day, each child received a gift bag 
containing a stuffed animal. That 
afternoon they had an excursion 
to Magic Jungle, an indoor play 
facility. One young girl said: “It 
was fantastic! I want to go back 
there.” An additional activity for 
the children was the “Armor of 
God” project. All who could hold 
a paintbrush were invited to help 
decorate the armor, which one of 
the older boys was able to model 
on the Eighth Day. 

The variety show lasted almost 
two hours with instrumental 
numbers, singing, dancing and 
a lesson in American Sign Lan-
guage. Participants ranged in 

age from pre-teen to senior. A 
family dance followed the show 
allowing young and old to burn 
off a few calories. Other activities 
included group meals, a meet and 
greet, a hymn-sing, and a Bible 
study.

Anthony Wasilkoff

Victoria, British 
Columbia 

Nearly 400 attendees came 
together on Vancouver Island for 
a spiritual Feast of God’s Word. 
The Langford venue, located 12 
kilometers north of downtown 
Victoria, hosted daily services 
along with day trips to scenic 
landmarks that are hallmarks of 
God’s beautiful creation in the 
area.

The annual salmon run was 
beginning in Goldstream Pro-
vincial Park, with its historic 
trees and majestic canyons, trails 
and ocean inlet. Sun splashed 
autumn colors spread across 

thousands of species through-
out Butchart Gardens park. Orca 
and gray whales were spotted on 
boat tours, while harbor seals 
were fed along the wharf near 
the Empress Hotel.

Seniors enjoyed a catered lun-
cheon, highlighted with an inter-
active discussion about weav-
ing young people into the fabric 
of the Church. Many relished 
an evening catered dinner and 
dance with music from through-
out the decades. Memories of 
high school dances of previous 
decades were shared by those in 
attendance.

With many elders in atten-
dance, daily services included 
split sermons and additional 
Bible studies presented on the 
Sabbath. Many brethren found 
ways to serve others at the Feast, 
enriching the overall Feast 
experience. Planning is already 
underway for hosting the Feast 
of Tabernacles at a new Victoria 
venue next year. 

John Elliott

Montego Bay, 
Jamaica 

This year’s Feast theme of Isaiah 
54:13-14 was visible on the meet-
ing room banner and inspired the 
variety of sermons and special 
music we enjoyed in Montego 
Bay. Up to 151 brethren (ages 4 
weeks to 84 years) gathered at the 
RIU each day in peace and unity, 
thankful to God for His protec-
tion from Hurricane Matthew.

For several of the brethren this 
was their first Feast of Taber-
nacles, and for others, they were 
celebrating 50-plus years. We 
were encouraged to “[each day] 
just do a little bit more to love 
God with all your heart, mind, 
and strength—to spend just a bit 
more time meditating, praying, 
studying God’s Word, [and] serv-
ing others.”

Fellowship opportunities were 
abundant: a ladies mingle, teen 
meet-and-greet, Jamaican-host-
ed afternoon at a nearby villa, 
and youth/family day, which 
ended with a fun show featuring 
local and overseas talent. Buffet 
meals and tours also provided 
time to share experiences.

A highlight for 13 overseas 
brethren was visiting an inland 
orphanage that houses 36 youth 

(ages 7-32) with mental and 
physical disabilities. We interact-
ed with several, talking and help-
ing them with puzzles, and even 
though they couldn’t converse, 
they clearly spoke the language of 
love with their smiles and hugs. 
We were also able to donate toi-
letries, clothing, music CDs and 
money.

The festival music was especially 
inspiring, with many participating 
in the choir, children’s choir and a 
variety of smaller groups to praise 
God. We didn’t want the Feast to 
end, so many gathered after the 
last service singing hymns for 
almost an hour!

We look forward to next year’s 
Feast with even more opportuni-
ties to fellowship and serve. We 
hope you join us as we help the 
work’s efforts to grow in Jamaica!

Jeff and Alisa Lockhart

Reduit Beach, 
St. Lucia

There were 66 enthusiastic 
Christians who rejoiced together 
during the Feast on the beautiful 
Reduit Beach in Rodney Bay, St. 
Lucia. The messages and special 
music were most inspiring and 
helped everyone focus on the 
wonderful world to come.

As usual, the lovely St. Lucian 
brethren were gracious hosts 
and provided several activities, 
including a catamaran sail around 
the twin peaks of the Pitons, and 
family day at Pigeon Island. We 
also enjoyed a sunset toast wel-
coming the Sabbath from the 
top of a nearby hill, watching the 
sun set over the ocean and join-
ing together in singing “Blest and 
Happy Is the Man.”

Our community outreach proj-
ect this year was held at the New 
Beginnings Children’s Home. A 
visit to the home was arranged 
by the local brethren. Visitors 
enjoyed spending time with the 
children, and visitors from each 
country led a performance of 
their country’s national anthem. 
Members were also generous in 
donations of supplies and cloth-
ing to the home.

As sunset began the Eighth 
Day, we welcomed a new brother 
into God’s family. Kendall Bar-
thelmy, son of St. Lucia deacon 
Kelland Barthelmy and his wife 
Beverley, was baptized as the sun 
slipped over the ocean’s horizon. 
Most were present to share in this 
most special event.

If only we could have pro-
claimed another seven days of 
feasting together! But instead, we 
will enjoy the memories and new 
friendships as we look forward to 
the fulfillment of the events these 
days picture.

Chuck Smith

Crown Point, 
Tobago

Thirty members of God’s fam-
ily gathered for the Feast of Tab-
ernacles this year at the Crown 
Point Hotel in Tobago. We were 
there to be instructed, to worship 

God in songs of praise and to 
grow closer in fellowship.

God supplied warm and pleas-
ant weather throughout the Feast. 
The special music selections and 
the hymns were very inspiring. 
This year, on the Eighth Day, the 
offertory music was done differ-
ently. It was a hymn titled “Be 
Now My Vision” (hymn number 
139 in the UCG Hymnal), which 
was performed by a quintet.

Messages were most inspiring. 
We heard messages titled “God’s 
Great Plan,” “The Main Qual-
ity to Rule,” “Judge in Becoming 
Kings and Priests,” “The Age of 
Restoration,” “Living With the 
Love of God Forever.” In addition 
to these messages we were hon-
ored to have an interactive Bible 
study on the Friday before the 
regular Sabbath during the Feast.

We were also taught that “Chris-
tianity Is Not a Spectator’s World” 
but that we should “Fear God and 
Keep His Commandments.”

The entire Feast was peaceful, 
harmonious and service-orient-
ed, which truly added meaning to 
the festival.

A few of our local dishes were 
prepared by the ladies of the local 
congregation and were served 
buffet style at our Trinbago 
entertainment night. There was 
live steel pan entertainment and 
performances by members of the 
local congregation. 

Family day was held at Canoe 
Bay. A game of cricket and bal-
ancing a bottle of water on a plate 
added to the afternoon’s excite-
ment. Another activity included 
was a fun and fellowship after-
noon at Pigeon Point Beach.

The Feast this year was a won-
derful, spiritual and physical 
foretaste of God’s coming King-
dom. 

Chuck Smith

Southport, 
England

Benign autumn weather made 
the seaside resort of Southport 
in Northwest England a pleas-
ant venue for this year’s Feast. 
We had 130 enthusiastic mem-
bers and families registered. We 
worshipped together, listened to 
uplifting messages and special 
music and sang praises to our 

God. With most taking advantage 
of the accommodation deal with 
the Feast hotel, there were plenty 
of opportunities for fellowship, 
especially during breakfast and 
dinner, which were provided for 
us in a private dining area. 

Of the 130 registered, 115 were 
from the British Isles (the United 
Kingdom, Isle of Man and Ire-
land), and 15 visited from the 
U.S.A. The highest attendance at 
a service was 121. In addition to 

Caribbean
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daily services, two Bible studies 
and three seminars were offered. 
The seminars addressed personal 
motivation as a member of the 
Church, song leading and writ-
ing for the Church. 

There was much to do in the 
area, with bus tours arranged 
to Windermere in the English 
Lake District and nearby Hogh-
ton Tower, a well preserved 16th 
century fortified manor house. In 
addition, many took the oppor-
tunity to visit the nearby city of 
Liverpool with its museums, 
art galleries, shops, renovated 
dockland area and waterfront, a 
UNESCO World Heritage Site. 
Some went 10-pin bowling, and 
the more adventurous enjoyed 
quad-biking. There were abun-
dant facilities within walking dis-
tance of the Feast hotel to interest 
and occupy the attention of chil-
dren of all ages. 

As a new Feast site, Southport 
was well received and will cer-
tainly be considered as a venue 
for the Feast in years to come. 

David Fenney

Kuressaare, 
Estonia

The beautiful resort town of 
Kuressaare is on the Estonian 
Island of Saaremaa in the Baltic 
Sea. It was the Feast site for 66 
brethren from 10 different coun-
tries. The Feast site was blessed 
with sunshine and warmer tem-
peratures for all the outdoor 
activities that were earlier in the 
week! The center for activities 
was the G.O. Spa Hotel. It provid-
ed a beautiful view of Kuressaare 
Bay and the medieval Kuressaare 
Castle. This is where the brethren 
lodged, services were conducted, 
and we shared our daily meals.

Guest elders Tim Martens 
(Arkansas) and Terry Johnson 
(South Dakota) contributed to 
the overall theme, which was 
“Preparing a People” to serve as 
kings and priests in the Kingdom 
of God and to be judges there-
after. Services were translated 
simultaneously into Latvian and 
Russian as needed.

For our youth day activity we 
were introduced to the sport 
of orienteering by the Latvian 
brethren. We had to navigate our 
way around the Kuressaare Castle 
to find various points on the map. 
This activity was enjoyed by all.

We enjoyed a cultural bus tour 
of the Island of Saaremaa, seeing 
sites like the Kaali Meteorite Cra-

ter, the town of Angla, which is 
a hill of old windmills, and vari-
ous military fortifications, as this 
island is a strategic gateway for 
control of the Baltic Sea.

The evening of the Eighth Day 
we gathered for an anticipation 
circle, where we each expressed 
our deepest feelings about one 
person we are looking forward to 
seeing in the second resurrection. 
This was very emotional and 
brought us all closer as a family.

The Estonian and Latvian 
brethren expressed much grati-
tude to all the visitors who came 
from as far as Australia and the 
U.S., allowing them to have a 
wonderful Feast of Tabernacles 
with lots of fellowship opportuni-
ties in a family atmosphere. Many 
expressed that this was their best 
Feast ever.

Ronald A. Bell

Roquebrune-
sur-Argens, 
France

The all-inclusive Club Vacan-
ciel resort in Roquebrune-sur-
Argens on the French Riviera 
once again welcomed approxi-
mately 195 brethren from around 
the world for this year’s Feast in 
France. 

We were blessed with a diverse 
group of speakers who delivered 
outstanding messages including 
an in-depth Bible study con-
ducted over two evenings by 
Dan Taylor on the seven church-
es of Revelation. In addition to 
our daily services alternating 
between French and English, we 
enjoyed a special hymn-singing 
hour in French and English, a 
spectacular talent show, and well 
done children’s festival instruc-
tion. We welcomed individuals 
observing the Feast for the first 
time and rejoiced in a baptism 
and the ceremony of the blessing 
of the little children. 

Excursions to Monaco, the 
medieval “perched” village of St. 
Paul de Vence, and the Villa of 
Béatrice Rothschild Ephrussi pro-
vided great opportunities to enjoy 
the sites of the region as well as 
fellowship with brethren. We also 
visited the local artisanal specialty 
of the region, chocolate making, 
as well as a local vineyard, which 
included wine tasting. 

Having the exclusive use of 
the property, brethren enjoyed 
fine French cuisine with copious 
choices in cheeses and wine, with 

the open gelato bar being a real 
hit. What really makes the Feast 
special though was just being able 
to spend time together, all in one 
place, sharing each other’s joys 
and challenges over a meal, after 
an evening activity in the main 
reception area over a glass of wine 
or on the bus visiting the various 
local attractions. It’s God’s people 
being together and His Holy Spir-
it being poured out abundantly is 
what we all treasure.

Maryse Pebworth

Schluchsee, 
Germany

There were 210 brethren who 
celebrated the Feast this year in 
the beautiful lakeside town of 
Schluchsee, Germany, a millen-
nial setting. The village sits beside 
the largest lake in the Black For-
est region, Lake Schluchsee.

Services were held in the village 
hall that has a spectacular view 
of the lake and the Black Forest. 
Sermons were inspiring and to 
the point. The services were also 
translated in English or German 
as needed.

Some of the notable activi-
ties during the Feast were the 
welcome evening, the women’s 
brunch, the women’s discussion, 
a men’s discussion, the children’s 
day, children’s Bible lessons and 
a young adult Bible study. The 
family dance evening was also 
a prominent event where a din-
ner was served, and both young 
and old enjoyed live music and 
danced the night away.

The restaurant in the hall 
agreed to revamp their menu 
during our time there and served 
only non-pork dishes to meet 
our needs. The food was deli-
cious and gave everyone many 
opportunities to enjoy each oth-
er’s company during lunch and 
dinner.

This year’s excursion was for 
brethren to travel to another 
country for a day. The tour was 
set Ribeauville, France. Everyone 
enjoyed walking through this 
small quaint village surrounded 
by vineyards.

Many agreed that the best part 
of the Feast was meeting new 
people and being reunited with 
old friends. Everyone enjoyed 
the conversations and spending 
time with each other. Overall this 
Feast was wonderful and helped 
us all focus on the coming King-
dom of God.

Linda Merrick

Sabaudia, Italy
What a Feast with 235 mem-

bers of God’s family in atten-
dance at the Feast in Sabaudia, 
Italy, to worship Him with great 
singing and praise and to glo-
rify His holy name. The Italian 
brethren were so friendly and 
accommodating. Even though 
there was a language barrier, it 
did not stop the communication 
between all the brethren. There 
were families from European 
countries, the Philippines, Unit-
ed States, and Canada to name 
a few. The weather was beauti-
ful with some liquid sunshine 
and gorgeous scenery from our 
Oasis Hotel. 

We had two teen and young 
adult Bible studies, a wonderful 
children’s Sabbath school, a high 
octane family dance where many 
people danced for almost three 
hours straight, an awesome tal-
ent show in which everyone had 
a blast and a four-hour serious 
wine tasting tour in which every-
one came back safe and very hap-
py. There was plenty of physical 
food and lots and lots of coffee.

Sabaudia is a coastal Italian 
town that is a product of fascist-
era building programs. Six thou-
sand men were commissioned 
to repurpose marshlands into 
inhabitable cities, and much 
of the architecture from that 
era remains. Today, the town is 
known for its beaches and prox-
imity to the lush landscapes of 
Circeo National Park.

The spiritual food was excep-
tional as we all learned why God 
has given us these days, what we 
are to do for our fellow man, and 
that one day we will be account-
able for our actions. One of the 
highlights this year was an ordi-
nation to deaconess of one of the 
Italian ladies who has been serv-
ing for 15 years.

This is a wonderful Feast site. 
Come and join us for a rich expe-
rience. See where the apostles 
walked and did the work of God. 
See the awesome history of some 
of our past and beginnings. See 
the ancient spectacles of the 
Roman era at next year’s Italian 
Feast of Tabernacles 2017.

Linda and Jesse Api

Cochabamba, 
Bolivia 

For the third time in a row, we 
held the Feast with our beloved 
brethren from Mexico, Guate-
mala, Peru and Australia. We 
celebrated the Feast at Regina 
Resort and Convention Hotel in 
the city of Cochabamba, an excel-
lent facility with efficient service 
for the duration of our stay. 

The weather was windy and 
chilly at the start, but it quickly 
warmed up, allowing everyone 
to enjoy the rides, games, swim-
ming pools and spa. 

There were 36 brethren united 
by God’s Spirit. There were activi-
ties off-site, such as a delicious 
lunch at the Rodizio restaurant 
and another get-together at a res-
taurant that had games for chil-
dren. We also had an excursion, 
and in the evenings we enjoyed 
Mexican music played by a group 
of Charros, who encouraged us to 
dance. We also enjoyed the talent 
night, where our children sang 
and danced. 

Spiritual messages included the 
vision of the Kingdom of God, 
an analysis of the tabernacle, 
our role as representatives of the 

Kingdom on earth, and how we 
will be a spiritual family. There 
were three Bible studies, with the 
central topic of the lost tribes of 
Israel. 

We had two baptisms: Marilia 
Barreto of Lima, Peru, and Man-
uel Arambulo, of Santa Cruz, 
Bolivia. 

Raul Machicao

Roraima, Brazil 
There were 57 brethren who 

convened for this year’s Feast of 
Tabernacles in Eco Park, located 
in the Brazilian state of Roraima. 
Besides the brethren from Malo-
ca de Moscou, and central Brazil, 
others attended from Guyana 
and one member from Italy.

Inspirational messages includ-
ed the importance of commit-
ment, dysfunctional conflict in 
the physical and spiritual family, 
spiritual alertness, and the mean-
ing of the Eighth Day.

Many fun activities were orga-
nized for all ages. The children’s 
party was one of the highlights of 
the Feast and featured a Noah’s 
ark theater. The story of Noah 
and his family was told as chil-
dren dressed in animal costumes 
entered the ark. The young adult’s 
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dance and family dance provid-
ed music and fun for everyone. 
Local talent entertained us dur-
ing the talent show evening.

The ladies enjoyed an after-
noon of fun and relaxation dur-
ing our ladies tea, creating their 
own hand-painted aprons. Each 
apron displayed messages for the 
Feast, scriptures, fruit, flowers 
and names of those ladies attend-
ing the tea.

During the free afternoons, the 
water resort provided much relief 
from the scorching tempera-
tures. Canoeing, water slides and 
refreshing pools were enjoyed by 
many!

Another year and another 
Feast of Tabernacles has come 
and gone so quickly! We are left 
with many pleasant memories 
and the enjoyable times we could 
share with one another! 

Kathy de Campos

Olmue, Chile 
For the fourth consecutive 

year, we celebrated the Feast in 
the beautiful and picturesque 
town of Olmue, which is located 
70 miles north of the capital, 
Santiago.

This year the Feast began with 
rain but only lasted for a day. 
Afterward we had sunny days 
and pleasant temperatures. The 
maximum attendance was 109, 
and we had three baptisms.

As in previous years we have 
activities for different age groups. 
A highlight was the tea for the 
elderly, where we had the oppor-
tunity to serve 30 of our brethren. 
The young adults musical group, 
Memories, played and sang songs 
during this activity.

As happens every year, the 
Feast went by rapidly in peace 
and harmony, leaving us the feel-
ing of having experienced the 
best of all feasts.

For my part, this year I had 
the opportunity to travel during 
the first part of the Feast to the 
province of Misiones, Argentina, 
where I visited this emerging 
group of brethren that kept the 
Feast of Tabernacles. We had an 
attendance of 44 people in Cam-
po Viera and 33 in another site of 
Primavera. I was able to preach 
and teach about the Holy Days, 
gave a Bible study, participated in 
activities and held a youth semi-
nar. There were also 12 baptisms. 
This Feast was as profitable as the 
one in Chile and they felt like it 
was the best time of their lives. 

Jaime Gallardo

Cartagena, 
Colombia

Hotel Regatta Cartagena was 
again the location of the Feast 
in Cartagena, Colombia, with a 
high attendance of 137. Brethren 
from all over Colombia joined 
with brethren visiting from 
Canada and the United States 
to celebrate and worship before 
God. Everyone enjoyed the three 
abundant buffet meals each day 
that featured Colombian and 
international cuisine. Spiritual 
food in the form of Church ser-
vices was served on the 10th 
floor of the same hotel. We heard 
messages from our pastor, visit-
ing ministers and local Colom-
bian members. At least 10 people 
were attending the Feast for the 
first time.

Near the beginning of the 
Feast, multiple brethren gath-
ered on the beach at 7 a.m. to 
witness the baptism of two new 
members into the family of God. 
Special Bible studies were held 
for the children and teens, plus 
an evening Bible study for all. 
Seminars were presented, one on 
“Giving Effective Sermonettes” 
for the men, one on “Being the 
Ultimate Proverbs 31 Woman” 
for the women, and a Focused 
Education seminar on “Prin-
cipals of a Sound Mind From 
God’s Word.”

We were treated with beauti-
ful special music from vocal and 
flute solos to combined chil-
dren’s and adult choirs singing in 
both languages, plus one selec-
tion done in Spanish, English 
and American Sign Language.

Activities throughout the 
Feast included a very enthusi-
astic night of karaoke, a chil-
dren’s party at the beach, a 
family dance with the theme of 
“hats,” a ladies afternoon where 
the women fellowshipped and 
several men served coffee, and 
a group excursion to the Jardín 
Botanical de Cartagena “Guill-
ermo Piñeres,” where we saw 
a 504-year-old tree and many 
other types of vegetation.

Though attended from many 
nations, we all united in God’s 
Spirit to experience a time when 
peace will abound on the earth! 
God blessed us with peace and 
harmony as we learned to be 
patient waiting in line in the res-
taurant or for the elevators. Con-
versation abounded, and spirits 
were joyful as we learned to live 
in unity. All too soon the Feast 

came to an end when we had to 
say goodbye. Many brethren will 
not see each other until the next 
Feast, but the messages we heard 
would carry us through until we 
meet again.

Gayle and Scott Hoefker

Panajachel, 
Guatemala

God placed His name in Pana-
jachel, Guatemala, a site next to 
beautiful Lake Atitlan. There 
were 230 people in attendance 
who presented themselves 
before our Heavenly Father. His 
blessings were evident as we had 
excellent weather during the 
entire Feast. 

Mark Rorem, an elder from 
San Francisco, California, gave 
three very uplifting sermons on 
the future establishment of the 
Kingdom of God. Others spoke 
on the Millennium and fam-
ily and marriage, giving useful 
lessons to help us develop true 
Christian character. 

Activities included a welcome 
dinner for the whole Church and 
a ladies tea. One evening, we 
enjoyed a dinner seminar titled 
“How to Find the Ideal Partner 
to Form a Stable Marriage.” The 
talent show provided an eve-
ning of entertainment and good 
humor. 

Children had Bible lessons for 
ages 3 to 12 years. 

We also enjoyed a family day, 
with organized games, and the 
day ended with a delicious bar-
becue for the whole Church. 

Two young adults were bap-
tized: Inobel Astrid Pérez Bonil-
la of San Salvador, El Salvador, 
and David Estuardo Gordillo of 
Guatemala City. 

At the end of the Feast we said 
our goodbyes, very cheerfully 
taking with us the vital messages 
of God to His Church. 

Israel Robledo

Puerto Vallarta, 
Mexico 

For the sixth year in a row, the 
Hotel Friendly Vallarta, an all-
inclusive beach and spa resort, 
welcomed us with open arms 
to hold the Feast there. There 
were 720 in attendance, a record 
number, allowing us to make the 
most of having the entire hotel to 
ourselves. The resort staff served 
us with a smile. Five restaurants 
with different menus free of 

charge were available onsite. 
Although the weather progno-

sis was for rain during the week 
of the Feast, it did not rain at all 
during the Feast. After most of 
the brethren had left on Tues-
day, we had the first downpour 
that evening. God’s timing was 
perfect! 

Spiritually, we learned we are 
here to become better children 
of God. Also we grasped we are 
instruments of God the Father 
and like a violin made by a 
luthier, we need to be repaired 
and fine-tuned by our heavenly 
Luthier so we can give Him our 
very best notes in this life. We 
had a taste of what the Millen-
nium will be like to maintain the 
hope that one day we will be part 
of it. We viewed the immeasur-
able cosmos designed by God for 
a wonderful purpose. We also 
understood why we praise God, 
not because He needs our praise, 
but because by honoring Him we 

find our perfect joy. 
Physically, we enjoyed the 

place and its abundant meals. 
Activities included a pirate 
cruise along the bay, a dolphin 
encounter, an interactive zoo, 
Mexican shows, a magic show 
and several dances on the beach. 
We also had the opportunity to 
release more than a thousand 
baby turtles, hoping that many 
of them will survive to return to 
this beach and breed. This was 
made into an important lesson—
that just as the turtles, we are 
released back into the world and 
have to overcome many dangers 
to return to the next Feast where 
He has a spiritual oasis waiting 
for us. 

Congratulations to two bap-
tized there: Rebecca Molina 
Jinéz, of Monterrey, Mexico, 
and Sherry Adamson, of Dallas, 
Texas. 

Mario Seiglie and 
Andre Delgado

Bend-
Redmond, 
Oregon

God blessed us with another 
wonderful Feast in beautiful Cen-
tral Oregon. Except for opening 
night and Eighth Day p.m. ser-
vices, attendance was consistent 
throughout the Feast, peaking at 
577 on the first Holy Day. Web-
cast hookups averaged over 100. 

Messages by 12 different speak-
ers covered relevant topics, with 
thought-provoking informa-
tion regarding millennial condi-
tions and the need to rejoice at 
the Feast. The live transmission 
came through well, except for 
occasional brief buffering. 

Despite a forecast of severe 
weather conditions (high winds 
and torrential rains), weather 
was not nearly as bad (occa-
sional light rain). Family day 
was held indoors, featuring table 
games, face-painting, greeting 
card making, origami and arts 
and crafts displays. The day con-
cluded with our always-popular 
family fun show. 

Members donated generously 
to offset costs of activities in 
response to the family helping 
family initiative. We also col-
lected a record $5,821.17 in cash 
donations and more than 2,000 
pounds of food and household 

items for the local food bank. This 
came at a critical time because 
they found out the week before 
that they had lost a grant, and our 
donation covered the gap. They 
said that they know that we don’t 
eat pork, so they promised (unso-
licited) that they would stipulate 
that all of the cash, check and gift 
card donations would not be used 
to buy any pork products. So it 
appears that we are becoming 
known and making a significant 
impact in the community.

Larry J. Walker

Bigfork, 
Montana

There were 202 brethren who 
celebrated God’s Feast of Taber-
nacles for the seventh year at the 
Big Sky Bible Camp just north of 
Bigfork Montana. In addition to 
many keeping the Feast for the 
first time we also had members 
attend from as far away as South 
Africa and Norway!

During the month of Octo-
ber the area experienced a new 
record for rainfall, breaking the 
old record set in 1914. However 
the rain did not dampen the spir-
its of attendees, a record number 
of which were camping in tents 
and RVs at the Feast site. While 
some prayed for snow, to the 
relief of those in tents, it stayed in 
the higher elevations and provid-

United States
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ed a dramatic view in the moun-
tains just east of the camp. Many 
enjoyed fellowship around the 
campfires or lingering long after 
the delicious meals were served 
in the camp dining hall.

Feast activities included a short 
seminar on land use in the Mil-
lennium, a family day with activi-
ties for the children, a roast beef 
barbecue hosted by the Three 
Forks congregation, early servic-
es for Glacier Day, a square dance 
and a formal women’s tea. Addi-
tionally many enjoyed the zipline 
across a bay of the lake, a hymn 
sing-along, and the Bible studies 
for teens, young adults and the 
entire congregation. 

Spiritual food was provided by 
elders Wilbur Berg of Wyoming, 
Dan Deininger of Montana, Ben 
Light from Oregon, and Ken 
Skorseth from South Dakota. 
Sermonettes and split sermons 
also provided a variety of spiri-
tual lessons and enlightenment. 

Additionally, many volun-
teers—from the different Mon-
tana congregations and from 
those out of state—jumped in to 
help in many ways to make the 
Feast at Bigfork truly a positive 
and memorable experience for 
all who attended! 

We give God praise and thanks 
for blessing us with a wonderful 
Feast, good health for nearly all, 
and the inspiring the messages 
to provide the needed spiritual 
nourishment! 

Dan Deininger

Branson, 
Missouri

Once again the spacious and 
comfortable setting at Presleys’ 
Country Jubilee in Branson, Mis-
souri, hosted 557 joyous brethren 
for the 2016 Feast of Tabernacles 
and Eighth Day.

A running theme throughout 
the Feast inspired us to focus on 
why we are here, to learn to revere 
and respect our loving Father, a 
point emphasized in a sermon by 
Ralph Giddens.

There were a few challenges, 
which often occur during the 
time that we are in temporary 
dwellings. So we were encour-
aged early in the Feast to look at 
these circumstances as “lumps 
in oatmeal” by Bruce Anderson, 
who focused on putting in per-
spective the challenges we face as 
Christians.

One of our seasoned elders, 
Gerald Knochel, gave an inspir-

ing message to our young people 
reflecting on his own youth before 
God called him. He encouraged 
our young people to appreciate 
God’s involvement in their lives 
at such an early age.

Timely messages also exhorted 
us to make the most of every day 
during the Feast and to continue 
to apply what we learned in our 
lives as we headed back to our 
homes and daily routines.

Songleaders Dale Prince, Andy 
Duran and Devin Schulz alternat-
ed in enthusiastically leading all in 
praising God in song.

The special music was out-
standing, and director Randy 
Schmidt, singers and musicians 
did an excellent job in coordinat-
ing our presentation of musical 
praise to our great God.

The always popular family day 
barbecue was enjoyed by over 
200 brethren and included activi-
ties and fellowship for families of 
all ages.

Our senior luncheon is an 
annual highlight, and a sermon 
by David Jones expressed the 
importance of these long-time 
Christian soldiers being appreci-
ated and respected for their ser-
vice and loyalty.

Each year the festival staff 
strives to coordinate activities for 
all ages, and yet many brethren 
took the opportunity to reach out 
to others to make sure the Feast 
is inclusive and truly a family-
oriented festival.

We often say that this was “the 
best Feast ever.” It truly should 
be, because we mature from year 
to year as we grow in grace and 
knowledge and strive to reflect 
the character of our loving Father 
and Elder Brother Jesus Christ. 

Joe and Pat Dobson

Cincinnati, 
Ohio 

We had another great Feast of 
Tabernacles in Cincinnati, Ohio, 
with weather in the 70s and 80s. 
On the first Holy Day we had 348 
in attendance, and on the Eighth 
Day we had 358 in attendance.

We were well fed every day 
with God's great spiritual food. 
The example and spirit of being 
a family was very evident, and 
the entire staff of the Holiday Inn 
Eastgate became part of the same 
attitude as well. All of the hotel’s 
staff was eager to serve. Most 
members stayed at the hotel, 
which makes it very convenient 
to attend services.

Our seniors luncheon was 
hosted by Lee Ann Luker, her 
sister Merna Eppick, and John 
Paul Jones. Everyone had a fun 
time playing trivia, guessing the 
names of songs and movie titles. 

In the Cincinnati area there are 
many activities for all ages. High 
on the list was to go 60 miles south 
to Williamstown, Kentucky, and 
go through the reproduction of 
Noah's ark. People from all over 
the world are coming to see this 
great replica. I was amazed just 
seeing how enormous the ark 
was. The construction is one of 
the wonders of the world. Our 
family day was centered around a 
country and Western theme with 
games and prizes and of course 
live country and bluegrass music.

Next year, plan to attend with 
us in Cincinnati. You will love it! 
We want to thank Frank Dunkle 
and his wife Sue for the planning 
and hard work they do all year for 
us to have a very successful and 
blessed Feast of Tabernacles. 

John Paul Jones 

Galveston, 
Texas 

Warm weather, beautiful sun-
rises and sunsets, and sandy 
beaches welcomed 433 brethren 
to historical Galveston Island, 
Texas. Services were held in the 
Galveston Island Convention 
Center, which boasts a stunning 
view of Galveston Bay.

The messages centered on sev-
eral aspects of the coming mil-
lennial Kingdom with an over-
riding emphasis on learning to 
fear God. We were instructed 
that it was a working Feast—
working to overcome ourselves, 
to be a light to the world, to tear 
down the walls that divide us, to 
fear God and learn to rejoice in 
Him, and to focus on how God 
will restore all things.

The senior luncheon was a 
huge hit again this year, with an 
outstanding meal catered by the 
Landry’s-owned convention cen-
ter, set up on the veranda over-
looking Galveston Bay. On Friday 
evening, Bible studies were held 
for teens and adults. In the main 
Bible study, Rod Foster present-
ed an interactive study on prov-
ing the validity of Scripture. The 
audience participated in recreat-
ing a copy of Papyrus 45 to show 
how accurately the Scriptures 
were preserved through time.

The choir performed beautiful-
ly, led by Arvid Simmons, and the 

special music selections highlight-
ed the uplifting Feast environment 
by providing praises to God.

Brethren also enjoyed the 
beaches, fishing, restaurants and 
historical features of the island. 
Highlights of the activities avail-
able included a two-day pass for 
family day at Moody Gardens, a 
fun-filled family square and line 
dance, and historic Pleasure Pier 
for the teens and preteens. 

The Feast in Galveston was  
a wonderful spiritual and physi-
cal foretaste of God’s coming 
Kingdom.

Rod Foster

Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee 

More than 800 happy breth-
ren enjoyed God’s Feast of Tab-
ernacles in the beautiful Smoky 
Mountains area of East Tennes-
see. The divine nourishment 
in sermonettes, sermons, Bible 
studies and a Bible seminar 
proved richly meaningful and 
spiritually profitable. The critical 
aspects of picturing the Kingdom 
of God and the coming millenni-
um of peace under Jesus Christ—
and how we should prepare for 
it—was the major theme during 
our time together. 

A willing spirit of service was 
obvious throughout the Feast. 
Numerous volunteers assisted in 
door-greeting, technical opera-
tions, special services, ushering, 
mother’s room, youth instruc-
tion, chorale, special music and 
many other areas. 

Two enjoyable family events 
were held. These including an 
afternoon at Ripley's Aquarium 
of the Smokies and our family fest, 
featuring a tasteful buffet dinner, 
talent showcase and dance. Teens 
and their families also enjoyed a 
fun afternoon at the Ober Gatlin-
burg Amusement Park. 

Brethren contributed liberally 
to our Family Helping Family 
fund, which made it possible for 
those who could not afford to 
attend our family events to have 
the opportunity to do so. Mem-
bers also provided generous 
donations of many needed items 
for a local woman’s shelter. Sixty 
boxes of goods were collected 
and donated. Financial assistance 
of over $1,200 was also provided 
by the brethren. 

One of the highlights of the 
festival occurred after services 
on Friday when small stuffed 
animals were given to over 150 

children attending the Feast. Par-
ents and other members donated 
these furry gifts, which sym-
bolized to the children how the 
world will be in harmony in the 
Kingdom of God. 

Additionally, many greeting 
cards signed by the attendees were 
sent to brethren who were unable 
to attend the Feast this year. 

We all had a wonderful time 
and now look ahead to that 
amazing period when the whole 
world will experience genuine joy 
and peace in God’s coming, per-
fect age pictured by God’s Feast of 
Tabernacles and the Eighth Day! 

John LaBissoniere

Jekyll Island, 
Georgia

Despite hurricane Matthew 
threatening the Jekyll Island site 
this year, we have so much to 
be thankful for since God cer-
tainly protected the site from any 
significant damage. Attendees 
enjoyed not only protection from 
the hurricane but almost perfect 
weather for the eight days.

This year marked another anni-
versary of the Jekyll site where 
the Feast of Tabernacles has been 
observed since 1963. Numerous 
brethren commented on their 
Feast observance under the Jekyll 
tent before the construction of 
the first convention center on the 
island. Over the years, the “tab-
ernacle” of God’s people have 
met in here on the island that has 
evolved from a very large two-
acre tent, to a small convention 
center, to the beautiful state-of-
the-art convention center that 
we meet in today. Even though 
the buildings have changed, the 
spirit, the worship, and the tran-
quil and millennial natural set-
ting of the island, and the pur-
pose for assembling before our 
God for the Feast of Tabernacles, 
has remained constant.

The messages at this year’s 
Feast once again pointed us to 
the coming Kingdom of God to 
earth, and the focus of God’s plan 
for mankind. 

The high attendance was 575, 
and the joy of fellowshipping 
together made this a very special 
Feast. In addition to inspiring 
messages, we had the following 
activities: a teen miniature golf 
outing, a singles dinner, and a 
family day with a barbecue lunch. 
We also had a service project for 
the Glynn Community Crisis 
Center, in which numerous items 
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were donated for the center that 
helps abused women. The senior 
luncheon was a great success 
again this year, as the luncheon 
included a choice of chicken or 
fish along with salad, drink and 
dessert. Other activities on the 
island included horseback rid-
ing, a dolphin boat tours, kayak-
ing and bicycling.

The weather was simply out-
standing with every day sunny 
and warm. God certainly blessed 
our feast site in so many ways 
again this year. We hope many 
more will continue to be able 
to enjoy the Feast experience of 
Jekyll Island in coming years.

Stan Martin

Kohala Coast, 
Hawaii

For the first time in the histo-
ry of the United Church of God 
the Big Island in Hawaii hosted 
the Feast of Tabernacles. There 
were 500 attendees who experi-
enced the “aloha” hospitality at 
the Hapuna Beach Prince Hotel. 
Hapuna Beach is considered the 
best beach on the island and one 
of the highest rated in the world. 
Some members felt this was the 
nicest Feast location they have 
ever attended. 

A few people went to the sum-
mit of the Mauna Kea mountain 
where temperatures are in the 30s 
while down at the beach the tem-
peratures are in the upper 80s. An 
active volcano on the south end 
of the island was also a popular 
place to visit. Hawaii has four out 
of the five major climate zones 
in the world, and 8 out of the 13 
sub-zones, which makes driving 
very interesting. You can drive 10 
minutes and go from the jungle 
to desert conditions. 

The sermons, sermonettes and 
quality of the musicians domi-
nated conversations. Although 
food can be expensive, a little 
research showed where bargains 
can found. Taking photos of the 
daily sunsets was also a common 
event. It was windy on several 
days, but not a distraction. If you 
want to see some of the photos 
go to “UCG Feast of Tabernacles 
Hawaii 2016” on Facebook. 

Charles Melear 

Ocean City, 
Maryland 

For the fourth consecutive year 
Ocean City, Maryland, was the 

site of the Feast of Tabernacles 
in the Mid-Atlantic region. With 
nearly 200 in attendance, this 
family-oriented vacation resort, 
located on the Delmarva Penin-
sula, was blessed with incredibly 
beautiful weather throughout the 
entire Feast! 

The messages were most 
inspiring. Topics included how 
the Kingdom of God is man’s 
only hope of survival, the heroes 
of the Kingdom of God, helping 
each other get into the Kingdom, 
and the importance of continu-
ing to do the work. The Eighth 
Day messages focused not only 
on the Great White Throne Judg-
ment but also on what comes 
afterward. 

For the last two years our fam-
ily day activities were planned 
for outdoors, but this year they 
were planned as indoor activities 
because we anticipated cooler 
temperatures with a mid-Octo-
ber Feast. But the weather was 
so mild and beautiful that it was 
relocated back outdoors! A bar-
becue chicken and beef lunch, 
together with beach volleyball 
and cornhole, made it a delight-
ful day! 

Seniors were treated to a deli-
cious buffet lunch while listen-
ing to music provided by Hugh 
Buchanan, who was also our spe-
cial music director. Mr. Buchanan 
not only directed the choir, but, 
together with his wife Boni, per-
formed special music that they 
composed. A family dance was 
held on Saturday night, featuring 
different types of music from the 
last 60 years, as well as the limbo 
and a “musical chairs” contest. 

There was a definite spirit of 
service evident at this Feast. Many 
were willing to help out where 
needed. Fellowship was great, 
and with most members staying 
in the same facility, opportunities 
for get-togethers with family and 
friends abounded. Many com-
mented that this Feast in Ocean 
City was their best ever! 

Don McCoy

Oceanside, 
California

There were 545 brethren who 
rejoiced before God, where He 
placed His name for one week at 
the Q.L.N. Center in Oceanside, 
California. The facility’s cheery 
interior created an intimate 
and wonderful festival home. 
Approximately 40 percent of the 
audience was attending this site 

for the first time, and a number 
among them were attending the 
festivals for the very first time in 
their lives. It certainly made for a 
vibrant gathering. 

The 40-member choir and 
instrumental ensemble added 
to our sense of worship before 
God. Soloist Greg Hilgen opened 
up services on the two high days 
with a selection titled “Come Let 
Us Worship Him,” and on the 
Eighth Day the audience joined 
him in the chorus. After the 
final Eighth Day message, Ingrid 
Helge and Greg sang “The New 
Jerusalem” by Michael Card, 
with the congregation rising and 
joining in on the chorus as Pow-
erpoint pictures of the heavenly 
Jerusalem and the starry universe 
framed the singers on the wall 
behind them. 

The weather was generally 80 
degrees with a tropical storm 
making a unexpected surprise 
splash in the early hours of the 
Eighth Day. 

Those attending Oceanside 
were able to partake in our stan-
dard church services plus a spe-
cial night activity of welcoming 
in the Sabbath with a hymn-sing, 
accompanied by a Bible study 
presented by Robin Webber titled 
“Five Permanent Keys About 
Temporary Dwellings.” There 
was also an interactive Sabbath 
teen class, a couple of festival 
classes for younger children, a 
very interactive young adults 
study titled “Restoration Task 
Force” that dealt with problem 
solving during the Millennium 
and a full afternoon of a two-part 
presentation by Gary Petty titled 
“Breaking the Shackles.” This fol-
lowed the seniors banquet, where 
120 were graciously served by our 
young adults and teenagers. 

Beyond services and Bible 
studies, Oceanside attendees 
were able to enjoy the nearby 
sites of the La Jolla and Del Mar 
coastlines, Oceanside Harbor, 
the San Diego Zoo and Balboa 
Park, Seaworld on Mission Bay, 
Old Town San Diego and nearby 
Legoland. Many simply settled 
for “down-time” with family and 
brethren resting on the warm 
sandy beaches of Oceanside and 
nearby Carlsbad. 

Most importantly, the entire 
membership of all ages came 
prepared to be fully involved in 
a spiritual Feast. They came pre-
pared to give of themselves, vol-
unteer on a moment’s notice, and 
share their smiles, warmth and 
helping hand to all they encoun-

tered. Attendance at all activi-
ties was up! We plan to utilize 
the Q.L.N. Center in Oceanside 
again next year. 

Robin Webber

Oconomowoc, 
Wisconsin

More than 400 of God’s special 
children came together to wor-
ship our awesome God and to 
hear inspiring messages dealing 
with our extraordinary future. 
The setting was beautiful in 
Oconomowoc, Wisconsin, which 
was arrayed in beautiful fall col-
ors and bathed in bright sunshine 
for most of the daily activities. 

The brethren enjoyed being 
able to fellowship, worship and 
have great meals together all 
under one roof at the Olympia 
Resort and Spa. Included with 
each guest room was a compli-
mentary daily pass to the spa, 
which included the fitness center 
weight room, heated indoor pool, 
Roman baths, whirlpool, steam 
room and sauna. 

We “feasted” daily on well pre-
pared sermonettes and sermons. 
A teen Bible study as well as two 
general Bible studies supple-
mented our spiritual diet. Friday 
evening more than 100 people 
came together for an old fash-
ioned hymn-sing, which gave 
those attending an opportunity 
to have a wonderful opportunity 
to praise our great God. 

DJ and special music coordi-
nator Jacob Sutherland played 
a wide variety of music for our 
family dance, which was enjoyed 
by over 200. The dance provid-
ed an opportunity for dancing 
as well as fellowshipping with 
good food, good conversation 
and many a card game for those 
enjoying the evening at their 
table!

Randy D'Alessandro 

Panama City 
Beach, Florida 

The wonderful Feast of Tab-
ernacles in Panama City Beach 
was observed by more than 1,000 
joyous brethren. Our Feast envi-
ronment was marked by peaceful 
assemblies and inspiring mes-
sages that highlighted the com-
ing Kingdom of God. Stirring 
performances by the Feast choir, 
the children’s choir, instrumen-
talists and vocalists significantly 
enhanced our services.

Although pre-Feast registra-
tion peaked at around 950, our 
high attendance was 1,047. Vari-
ous speakers gave heartfelt mes-
sages that were positive, uplifting 
and focused on sound doctrine.

Family activities included an 
exciting afternoon at Rock-it! 
Lanes, followed by an evening 
dance. The teens also enjoyed 
a dance and two hospitalities. 
Additionally, our young adults 
shared two refreshing hospitali-
ties.

Midway through the Feast, 204 
seniors gathered for a sumptu-
ous meal at Captain Jack’s. Three 
Bible studies were provided on 
Friday night that included a gen-
eral study, a young adult study 
and a teen study.

Victor Kubik’s sermon from 
Hawaii was successfully trans-
mitted from Panama City Beach 
throughout the U.S. and beyond 
by our very capable home office 
A/V team. Their seamless 
streaming of our daily services 
deserves kudos.

Feast days were pleasantly 
warm, and the nights were com-
fortably cool. The cloudless night 
skies filled with glistening stars 
helped remind us of God’s great 
handiwork.

Balmy tropical weather, stun-
ningly memorable sunsets, white 
sugar-sand beaches, and emer-
ald green waters helped make 
Panama City Beach a great site 
for families.

If you desire a memorable fam-
ily Feast site next year, you might 
consider Panama City Beach. 
This natural tropical setting helps 
to portray a prophetic picture of 
a future global Garden of Eden 
(Ezekiel 36:35). 

Jerold Aust

Phoenix, 
Arizona 

With 185 brethren registered, 
the Feast of Tabernacles in Phoe-
nix saw a high attendance of 240 
on the Eighth Day. Both the tem-
peratures and the hearts of the 
brethren were warm. The Spirit 
of God was evident through 
exceptional messages and a truly 
family-oriented mindset. 

Sermons and sermonettes alike 
focused us all on God’s com-
ing Kingdom and what we need 
to be doing in order to be there. 
We also enjoyed a Feast-themed 
Bible study Q&A on the Sabbath 
that addressed questions pertain-

Please see page 17
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ing to prophecy, the millennial 
reign of Christ, and other Feast-
related topics. With a number 
of first-time attendees, this pro-
vided a great opportunity to learn 
more about God’s plan. 

The Feast in Phoenix was 
marked by a heart of humble ser-
vice. So many went out of their 
way to look for opportunities to 
help one another that nearly half 
of the Feast site was engaged in 
some form of service. Participa-
tion in activities was also very 
high. Over 140 brethren gathered 
in at Kiwanis Park for a family 
day cookout with a preteen scav-
enger hunt, novelty games and 
lots of fellowship. Another 105 
individuals gathered to see God’s 
underwater creation at the newly 
opened OdySea Aquarium. Our 
seniors were also very involved in 
the activities, with 112 participat-
ing in our seniors brunch. 

Our shared meals on the first 
Holy Day and the Eighth Day were 

great highlights as they provided 
even more time for fellowship 
amongst friends, new and old. 

This year’s Feast in Phoenix 
was a great success as we sub-
mitted to God and truly sought 
to look forward to His coming 
Kingdom!

Nathan Ekama

Steamboat 
Springs, 
Colorado

Nearly 400 assembled in the 
beautiful Steamboat Grand Hotel 
in Steamboat Springs, Colorado, 
to observe the Feast this year.

Most who come to Steamboat 
for the Feast stay in the Steam-
boat Grand Hotel, where all ser-
vices are held. Outside the hotel, 
majestic landscapes, a tranquil 
and charming town, and season-
able weather (with even a little 
snow on one day) provided a 

beautiful backdrop for this year’s 
Feast. Inside the hotel warm and 
cooperative attitudes, inspiring 
messages that focused on God’s 
plan for mankind, and a spirit 
of unity and rejoicing helped us 
picture and long for the coming 
Millennial reign of Jesus Christ. 

Daily church services, which 
had a high attendance of 387 on 
the first Holy Day, were supple-
mented by youth education les-
sons on two days of the Feast, as 
well as young adults, teen, and 
general Bible studies. Spiritually 
we were all well fed by many fine 
messages.

This year the Feast was blessed 
with an abundance of musical 
talent. The 52-member choir 
and other vocal groups provided 
a wide variety of inspiring special 
music. An orchestra and ensem-
bles of various musical instru-
ments accompanied daily hymns 
and provided offertory music.

Outside of church services, 
attendees enjoyed a variety of 

planned group activities as well 
as exploring the area. The small 
town of Steamboat Springs has 
many fine restaurants and quaint 
shops. Nearby you can take in 
the beauty of a majestic water-
fall, enjoy natural hot springs, 
horseback ride through the hills 
and hike through many beautiful 
nearby attractions.

Scheduled group activities 
included an afternoon of ice skat-
ing and bumper cars at the local 
ice arena, of which we had exclu-
sive use. The well attended fam-
ily dance was combined with a 
game night this year. The evening 
allowed everyone to enjoy danc-
ing, playing their favorite games, 
enjoy fellowship, or a combina-
tion of all three. Family day was 
held at a local bowling alley, which 
was also reserved for our exclu-
sive use. From the very young to 
teens to young adults and those 
“up in years,” everyone seemed 
to enjoy bowling, along with the 
pizza, tacos and fellowship.

On the seventh day of the Feast, 
the senior lunch was enjoyed by 
our seniors. That evening, as the 
Eighth Day began, several gath-
ered together for a “hymn sing” 
to praise, glorify and thank God. 
It was an energizing and inspira-
tional event, led by a variety of 
song leaders who were in atten-
dance at the Feast.

A rich history of the Feast of 
Tabernacles is being forged in 
Steamboat Springs, where the 
Feast has now been held for 15 
years in a row. We are thankful 
to God for the experience of the 
Feast of Tabernacles each year. 
This year He blessed us with a 
good foretaste of the unity, peace, 
accord and great attitudes of ser-
vice and joy that will mark His 
Kingdom. We hope that many 
more will take the opportunity 
to observe the Feast here in this 
beautiful setting, where God 
has “placed His name” for many 
years. 

Rick Shabi

Attention all aspiring artists, poets 
and writers—we need you! While 
the Feast is still fresh in your mind—
we need your help creating articles, 
photos, drawings and poetry for the 
teen instruction booklet for the Feast 
next year. If you have any questions 
or would like to use your creative tal-
ents, please submit your material to  
suedunkle@yahoo.com.

Sue Dunkle

Poem by Marissa Fooshe

What does the Feast
Mean to me?
It’s a time of rejoicing
And harmony.

It pictures the years
There’ll be no pain,
For this is the time
That Christ shall reign.

This is the time
That brethren unite,
We’re shown God’s love,
And His glorious light.

We eagerly await
The day Christ comes,
His rewards are waiting
For His daughters and sons.

Attention All Teens
Those who are aspiring 
artists, poets and writers!

Drawing by Brooklyn Booth

by Charles Melear

For the first time in the history of the 
United Church of God, Greece will be a 
festival location. The Feast will begin on 
the historical island of Crete and then on 
to Athens for the second half. Pre-and 
post-trips will be offered to Mykonos and 
Santorini or those who want to come in 
early to Crete.

In Athens attendees will visit the Acrop-

olis and Mars Hill where the apostle Paul 
spoke. Nearby ancient Corinth will be a 
part of the tour. A number of tours will 
be optional to help members price out 
the places they want to see or do alternate 
excursions.

For further information and registra-
tion go to feast.ucg.org or the member’s 
website at or www.ucg.org/members or 
http://travelgallery.com/groups.html. UN

2017 Greece Feast Site Announced

See more 2016 Feast photos online 
www.flickr.com/photos/united-church-of-god/albums/72157676264414686
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on the bounty of the messages, I looked 
forward to feasting on the fellowship with 
my Church family before and after servic-
es. Often I would spend time talking with 
those around me about the messages that 
we had just heard. We would end up shar-
ing stories from our lives and find com-
mon ground very quickly.

Our shared belief in the coming 
Kingdom of God was the reason we 
were there to worship God for those 
eight days. The messages helped create 
a vision, and the fellowship with one 
another helped create lasting memories. 
The vision and the memories together 
painted a picture of hope.

So now that I am home, how do I keep 
the vision of the Feast alive for another 
year? It is somewhat easy to keep a smile 
on my face and talk about “the hope that 
lies within” when I am surrounded by my 
Church family at the Feast. It is easy to be 
joyful when surrounded by people of the 
same mind who don’t disagree with me.

It is another thing completely to come 
home to a nation that feels more divided 
than ever, and hold onto the optimism 
that I had at the Feast of Tabernacles. How 
do I hold onto the “hope that lies within” 
for another year and not allow election 
politics, the corruption in our govern-
ment, the violence and division on our 
streets, the decline in morality and faith 
of any kind, to not rob me of my joy?

See Your Memories
This year at the Feast, my husband and 

I spent an evening with a group of people 
from the Grand Rapids and Kalamazoo, 
Michigan, congregations. At one point in 
the evening, I asked the women who had 
gathered around the table to share sto-
ries: “How do you keep your hope alive 
between now and the next time you are 
able to gather together at the Feast?” Their 
answers touched my heart.

One woman said: “I go to the Feast with 
my Church family. We travel together as 
a group, so we create memories togeth-
er. When I go to church after the Feast, 
I see my memories there each Sabbath.” 
Another said: “Having a Church fam-
ily is priceless. It helps you understand 
God’s overall plan.” Another said, “I look 
forward to listening to sermons from 
the other sites and being able to listen to 
them again and again.” And a lady who 
was keeping her first Feast commented: 
“There are lots of times I feel very alone. 
I don’t want to drown in my loneliness. I 
am hoping that this can give me hope. I 
look across the table at these women, and 
it gives me hope.”

Others have told me some practical 
things they do:

Foster relationships made at the Feast; 
write notes of encouragement to others.

Spend time with their Church brethren 
outside of the weekly Sabbath.

Meditate on Lessons Learned
Create a Feast music playlist to listen 

to throughout the year as you are looking 

forward to the next Feast of Tabernacles.
One mom of young children said that 

she makes a Feast photo book that her 
kids can look through again and again to 
keep their memories alive.

Focus on the Beautiful
The apostle Paul wrote, “Finally broth-

ers, whatever is true, whatever is honor-
able, whatever is just, whatever is pure, 
whatever is commendable—if there is 
any moral excellence and if there is any 
praise—dwell on these things. Do what 
you have learned and received and heard 
and seen in me, and the God of peace 
will be with you” (Philippians 4:8-9, 
Holman Christian Standard Bible). As 
we look forward to the Feast of Taber-
nacles in the coming year, let us focus on 
the beautiful.

Fill your mind and heart with the 
Word of God. Read His Word daily. 
Immerse yourself in the encouragement 
that His Word can give.

Pray without ceasing. Prayer is a gift 
that we can offer one another. It is also 
a gift that can be offered to us. By pray-
ing to God, we enter into a conversation 
with our Father in Heaven and are able 
to form a connection that will help us 
to draw closer to Him while praying for 
those around us.

See the good and the beautiful in one 
another. We are the family of God. We 
are a living, breathing reflection of our 
Father in Heaven. How we treat one 
another now can make a difference in 
how those around us view our Church 

and our faith. Do they see us living and 
breathing our faith? Do they see us lov-
ing one another, warts and all? Do they 
see us encouraging each other forward 
and helping one another overcome our 
struggles and trials, or do they see us 
throwing darts at one another. What 
reflection will they see?

Doing these things can help us keep the 
fire of faith alive as we look forward to the 
next Feast. It can help us not lose heart 
and to remember who is the Author and 
Finisher of our faith.

Finally, keep hope! When our daughter 
Grace asked her daddy why we couldn’t 
stay and continue, he talked to her about 
hope. He explained to her that when we 
go home, we have the hope of another 
Feast to come. We have the opportunity 
to earnestly look forward to it, knowing 
that we will be able to gather together and 
worship once again as the family of God, 
sustaining the vision of the Kingdom of 
God. Our hope is based on God’s faithful-
ness. It is our earnest expectation that we 
will be together again. And as one woman 
put it, “If I do not see you again in this life, 
I will see you on that day.”

Keep hope! UN

Continued from page 1

Keeping Hope

“Our hope is based on 
God’s faithfulness. It is 
our earnest expectation 
that we will be together 
again.”

Windsor Congregation Honors 
D’Alessandros for Their Service

It is said that “location” is everything. 
Location can determine success or fail-
ure starting a new business or in deciding 
where to move.

The city of Windsor, Ontario, is located 
across the river from Detroit, Michigan, 
which played an important part in not 
only the beginning, but also the continu-
ation of the Windsor church.

One of the reasons this location became 
so important is because it needed the 
assistance of an elder who would be close 
enough to help during times when the 
pastor was not available.

When Patrick Read was asked to start 
a UCG congregation in Windsor, Randy 
D'Alessandro, pastor of the Detroit and 
Ann Arbor churches, was asked if he 
would be willing to help out. Thankfully 
Mr. D’Alessandro was eager to help in any 
way he could.Mr. D’Alessandro shared in 
the responsibility with Mr. Read.

Mr. D’Alessandro and his wife Mary 
crossed the U.S.-Canada border to min-
ister the Word to our little flock once a 
month for the next couple of years. He 
also arranged for two elders, Keith Haab 
and Brian McGuire from the Ann Arbor 

church, to minister to us on other Sabbaths.
As happens often within the ministry 

the D’Alessandros accepted a request to 
serve the Chicago, Illinois, area, and their 
move to the Chicago area was to be com-
pleted by May 1, 2016.

On the Sabbath of April 29, the last day 
of Unleavened Bread the Windsor breth-
ren honored the D’Alessandros’ last visit to 
us. Mr. Read presented the D’Alessandros 
with a silver Canada goose on a marble 
base, with an inscription from Romans 
10:15.

The D’Alessandros were also given 
a card that was signed by the Windsor 
brethren, with a monetary gift. Mary 
Brdar made a wonderful unleavened cake 
for the occasion.

We are thankful to God for giving us the 
D’Alessandros who faithfully helped us in 
our growth as a congregation. Although 
we will miss them we pray that God will 
grant them a faithful ministry first and 
foremost to Jesus Christ, the Kingdom of 
God and the Chicago area brethren in the 
years ahead.

Patrick Read

On Aug. 27, the Phoenix congregation 
recognized the nearly 44 years Randy 
Schreiber and his wife Kay have served 
the Church. Mr. Schreiber is entering 
into “semi-retirement,” retaining only the 
Albuquerque, New Mexico, congregation.

Services began with Mr. Schreiber fin-
ishing up his four-part series called “Life 
Lessons From My 44 Years in the Minis-
try.” It was very interesting and at times 
humorous seeing and hearing of his jour-
neys going to Imperial Schools, God’s 
Church, travels and marriage. The day’s 
lessons focused on grace and vision.

All enjoyed hearing special music given 
by the children’s choir who sang “Be Strong 
in the Lord,” conducted by Michelle Dela-
mater. After services the new incoming 
pastor and Southwest regional pastor Jim 
Tuck gave Mr. Schreiber a gift of a cane 
with bike horn attached to aid him in 
“maneuvering” through retirement. Then 
on behalf of United Church of God presi-
dent Victor Kubik and Ministerial and 
Member Services, Mr. Tuck presented a 
crystal globe to Mr. and Mrs. Schreiber 
etched with the words “Preaching the 
Gospel” and “Preparing a People.” It also 

included the text of Ephesians 4:11-12.
Mike Miller then presented an engraved 

plaque from the Phoenix congregation. 
Afterwards finger foods and cake were 
served. Later, all enjoyed a video and 
photo presentation, while members made 
comments and told stories.

The congregation is especially happy that 
the Schreibers are not planning to move 
from the Phoenix area at this time. Mr. 
Schreiber will serve in the Phoenix areas 
in addition to taking care of Albuquerque.

Jim Tuck

Phoenix Congregation Recognizes 
Retiring Pastor

Randy Schreiber receiving the engraved plaque 
and shaking hands with Mike Miller. 
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Many years ago while working in the 
performing arts industry in Southern Cal-
ifornia, I had the task of interfacing our 
production teams with the I.A.T.S.E.—
the International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees. Many of the theaters in 
which we worked were governed by the 
I.A.T.S.E. employee union.

However, our own production teams 
were “non-union.” Our workers could 
do work as electricians, carpenters, audio 
engineers, prop masters and loaders. We 
were able to cross-task as the need arose—
even mid-stream throughout the day.

But working in an I.A.T.S.E. facility 
usually meant that we had to hire more 
employees than usual, because if, for 
example, a person was hired as an elec-
trician, he could not also be asked to do 
audio work. We had to hire two people 
instead.

If I would accidentally ask an electri-
cian to move a set piece on stage, instead 

of finding a carpenter, I would usually 
hear: “It’s not my job. Find a carpenter!”

This kind of arrangement may work in the 
entertainment and other industries, because 

it helps to avoid abuse and overworking of 
production crews. But should this apply in 
our task of preaching the gospel, making 
disciples and caring for those disciples?

We’re Not a “Union” Church
We do our work as a team. We can cross-

task! And we can all be part of the team. 

Standing in the Gap
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Please see page 21

by Donald Ward

The prophet Ezekiel speaks of a time in 
which God is looking for men and women 
to stand in the gap. God commissioned 
Ezekiel to stand in the gap as a watchman 
to the house of Israel (Ezekiel 3:7; 33:7). 
God knew that Ezekiel would be met with 
great opposition and that they would seek 
to intimidate him. But he tells Ezekiel to 
be bold and filled with courage and to 
deliver His words to the people regardless 
of their response (please read chapters 2 
and 3 of Ezekiel). Some may say the role of 
the watchman was fulfilled by Ezekiel. But 
as we shall see the role of the watchman 
has been passed on to the Church collec-
tive and to you and me individually.

Yes, God commissioned Ezekiel to serve 

as a watchman, but He also inspired Eze-
kiel to remind the people of God of the 
continuing role of the watchman. Eze-
kiel was instructed to write: “Son of man, 
speak to the children of thy people, and 
say unto them, ‘When I bring the sword 
upon a land, if the people of the land take 
a man of their coasts, and set him for their 
watchman: If when he seeth the sword 
come upon the land, he blow the trum-
pet, and warn the people; then whosoever 
hears the sound of the trumpet, and taketh 
not warning; if the sword come, and take 
him away, his blood shall be upon his own 
head. He heard the sound of the trumpet, 

and took not warning; his blood shall be 
upon him. But he that taketh warning 
shall deliver his soul. But if the watchman 
see the sword come, and blow not the 
trumpet, and the people be not warned; 
if the sword come, and take any person 
from among them, he is taken away in his 
iniquity; but his blood will I require at the 
watchman’s hand’” (Ezekiel 33:2-6, King 
James Version throughout). So as noted 
here, the role of the watchman is an ongo-
ing responsibility.

There have been men and women who 

Please see page 26

It’s Not My Job! 
PE TER 
EDDINTGON
Media and 
Communications 
Services Operation 
Manager

How will you contribute to doing the work? We all have a role to serve as a team in preaching the 
gospel. 
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“There is also the opportunity 
for all to be involved, for each 
of us to do our part.”
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by Ruth Root

The Beyond Today television program 
has not been aired in Australia since 
channel 4ME went into liquidation at 
the end of April of 2016. So Australian 
United Church of God members began to 
pray for another opening that would also 
include Tasmania, the Northern Territory 
and other rural areas where the 4ME sig-
nal had not been received.

Our prayers have now been answered, 
and from Sept. 15, the Beyond Today tele-
vision program has been broadcasting on 
9GEM television. This broadcast covers 

the capital cities and some rural areas. 
Since the beginning of October BT also 
has been airing in Tasmania, the North-
ern Territory and rural areas in other 
states where the program was not previ-
ously broadcast.

UCG-Australia was also offered the 
best possible time of 7:30 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings. If all goes as planned this will 
be the best coverage throughout Australia 
since the United Church of God began.

Free-to-air television in Australia is still 
very effective, and Beyond Today is the 
most effective means we have of preach-
ing the gospel in Australia. The first-time 
viewer immediately receives biblical 
instruction delivered in a balanced and 
believable format.

The approachable style of the pre-
senters, along with the discussion of the 

subject towards the end of the program, 
encourages viewers to contact us to ask any 
questions they may have or to request our 
literature. Our statistics also indicate that 
regular viewers of the program develop 
their relationship with the Church more 

quickly and are likely to request contact 
with a minister or to attend church in a 
shorter amount of time.

We pray and ask God for His success in 
preaching the gospel across the continent 
with this new television opportunity. UN

BT Is Back on TV in Australia With Nationwide Coverage

by Jason Webster

In early 2014 a door was opened for 
the United Church of God—South 
Africa to air the Beyond Today televi-
sion program on Cape Town TV (CTv) 
at very reasonable rates. In Cape Town, 
CTv is a non-profit community organi-
zation that broadcasts on DSTv channel 
263 and open channel 32.

In mid-2014 the UCG-RSA National 
Council obtained from Cape Town TV 
their rates for broadcasting on Sunday 
mornings (the only time the broadcasting 
of religious programs occurs at economi-
cal rates). The standard rate was R5,000 
per episode. But we were able to negoti-
ate an excellent R3,500 (U.S.$245) per 
episode—a 30 percent discount.

The National Council then reviewed the 
rate offered and considered the long-term 
cost of going ahead with airing Beyond 
Today in South Africa. At the time the 
Church’s finances were stable, although its 
reserves had decreased somewhat. But it 
was agreed that a R330,000 reserve would 
be maintained and that we would broad-
cast Beyond Today at our own cost in 
South Africa without extra subsidy from 
the U.S. home office. If the reserve fell to 
R330,000, we would stop broadcasting 
Beyond Today until finances improved.

100th Episode Aired
We are happy to report that since Oct. 

1, 2014, the United Church of God has 
been broadcasting Beyond Today contin-

uously on CTv. And on Aug. 28, 2016, we 
broadcast the 100th episode of Beyond 
Today in southern Africa. As of the end 
of September 2016 we have broadcast 
Beyond Today for a complete two years.

Of note is that the Church’s reserve has 
been blessed and has outgrown the cost 
of both airing Beyond Today each week 
and the additional associated operat-
ing costs. The reserve has not decreased 
but increased to around R600,000. Also 
several members in various locations of 
South Africa have started attending with 
UCG in South Africa as a direct and 
indirect result of airing Beyond Today.

In December 2015 the average viewer-
ship recorded by DSTv (i.e. not including 
free viewers on Channel 32) for Beyond 
Today was around 22,500 viewers per 
episode. In January 2016 this figure was 
around 32,500 viewers per episode. In 
July 2016 the figure is still relatively high 
being around 25,250 viewers per epi-
sode. The viewer statistics do vary each 
month and with each topic being broad-
cast. We recorded a peak viewership of 
55,000 viewers on DSTv on Sunday, Nov. 
1, 2015, for the episode Kingdoms at 
War: Handwriting on the Wall.

The Technical Challenges
We have had some logistical efforts 

to sort out over the past two years. The 
Church’s home office in Cincinnati, 
Ohio, produces each Beyond Today epi-
sode—which takes weeks of work for 

each one. Then each month the BT pro-
grams are sent electronically to Jason 
Webster in South Africa where he edits 
in the South African address and contact 
information. These files are large and 
take time to transmit to him.

The files are then transferred to CTv 
which, after editing, are then around 
1.3GB each. The original studio files 
from the home office can be around 
40GB each, so they are compressed sig-
nificantly in order to be able to transfer 
them to South Africa for our use. The 
new episodes are edited and uploaded 
each week to CTv to be broadcast that 
coming Sunday.

Moving Forward in Faith
As can be seen from the two-year his-

tory, God opened a door in 2014 and in 
faith the Church took the appropriate 
steps, and God has blessed us accord-
ingly for “being about our Father’s busi-
ness” (Luke 2:49). And Church income 
has increased enough to cover all the 
costs of airing the program.

Your continued prayers for such open 
doors, growth and guidance according 
to God's will are appreciated in ensur-
ing that we all carry out the commis-
sion given to the Church in Matthew 
28:19-20: “Therefore go and teach all 
nations, baptizing them in the name 
of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe 
all things, whatever I commanded you. 
And behold, I am with you all the days 
until the end of the world. Amen.” UN

Beyond Today TV in South Africa Hits 100th Episode

n From Sep. 15 the Beyond 
Today television program 
will be broadcast on 9GEM 
television.

n On Aug. 28, 2016, the 100th episode of Beyond Today was 
broadcast in Southern Africa. As of the end of September 2016 
we will have broadcast Beyond Today for a complete two years.
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by Ed van Pelt and the media team—Canada

A significant milestone has been reached 
10 years and 10 weeks after Beyond Today 
began airing in Canada: 50,000 respons-
es. The program, The Mark of the Beast, 
pushed the total number of responses 
received to date to 50,062.

Since the modest beginning on May 21, 
2006, when we had 20 responses to the 
program Changing Your Life Is Possible, 
we’ve seen the number of responses con-
tinue to grow.

After our first year on the air in Canada 
we recorded 1,761 responses. Nearly 73 per-
cent of those responses were from people 
not already in our database. Of the 50,062 
responses received to date we have added 
22,246 new people to our database. More 
than a quarter of people in our database are 
a direct result of Beyond Today television.

The program that pushed us over the 
50,000 response mark was called The 
Mark of the Beast. The program featured 
the study aid called The Book of Rev-
elation Unveiled. Thirty-seven programs 
have offered this study aid, the highest 
number of programs featuring the book-
let. Those 37 programs have brought in 
3,610 responses, the highest number of 
responses for a featured publication. Put 
another way, over 7 percent of all the 
responses received have come from pro-
grams offering The Book of Revelation 
Unveiled.

Prophecy continues to be of interest to 
our viewers. Programs that have a prophetic 
theme generally bring in the most responses. 
We’ve aired 146 programs based on proph-
ecy and have received 15,742 responses for 
an average of 107.8 responses per program.

Overall we’ve recorded an average of 
94.1 responses per program over the past 
10 years and 10 weeks.

As we move forward we look to God to 

continue to bless our efforts in preach-
ing the gospel of His coming Kingdom 
to Canada. We pray our next 50,000 
responses will take less than 10 years. UN

Major Milestone Reached on Beyond Today TV in Canada
n More than 50,000 responses have been received from airing 
Beyond Today on television in Canada.

We’re not a “union” church. Yes, we do 
have roles, jobs, abilities and organiza-
tion structure in the Church, but there is 
also the opportunity for all to be involved, 
for each of us to do our part.

As the apostle Paul told the Ephesians, 
the whole Body of Christ is to be joined 
and knit together to bring about an 
effective work, with every part doing its 
share (Ephesians 4:16), emphasis added 

throughout.
As disciples of Jesus Christ who have 

been taught the Word of God, we are 
then, as the apostle Paul told the Galatian 
congregation, to examine our own work 
and share in all the good things we have 
been taught (Galatians 6:4, 6).

Your Involvement
So it falls upon each of us (not only the 

ministry) to “always be ready to give a 
defense to everyone who asks [us] a rea-
son for the hope that is in [us]” (1 Peter 
3:15). We are not “ashamed of the gos-
pel of Christ, for it is the power of God 
to salvation for everyone who believes” 
(Romans 1:16).

There are many things we can do as 

members of the United Church of God 
to help promote the gospel. For exam-
ple, thousands of us are on social media 
and can share Church material with our 
Facebook friends. Of course we must use 
wisdom in what we post, and not all sub-
jects may fit that venue. But the Church 
produces commentary on almost every 
religious, social and political subject—
which draws the reader to the truth of 
Scripture and the message of the gospel 
of the Kingdom of God.

For example, I would not engage my 
friends on social media on subjects such 
as the keeping of Christmas or Easter, but 
I can find so many other ways to point 
them to the Bible on subjects that they are 
interested in or may be dealing with—like 
addictions, suicide, worry, fear, financial 
distress, sickness, death in the family, etc. 
We can provide the hope of the gospel to 
our friends in need, and as appropriate.

And then there are the brochures, tri-
folds and window clings that the home 
office provides to help build awareness 
of the truth. Our Beyond Today static 
window clings that go on our vehicles 
can quickly become a talking point with 
people in the supermarket parking lot, 
at work or at school. “What is Beyond 
Today?” they may ask. And then we can 
explain: “It’s a great Christian TV show 
and magazine from my Church. Google it 
and you will see.” This helps build a pub-
lic identity and awareness of what your 
Church is doing!

It is our job, every one of us, to be 
involved in the work of God’s Church to 
herald “Thy Kingdom come” soon—the 
ultimate solution to humanity’s crisis. UN

“It is our job, every one 
of us, to be involved 
in the work of God’s 
Church.”

Continued from page 19

It's Not my Job!

The 20 Copperbelt youthfrom Zam-
bia  had a wonderful experience on their 
visit to the Victoria  Falls.

On the way to camp the bus was parked 
at the police station for security reasons. 
During the night a taxi parked right at 
the back of the bus, which prevented it 
from leaving on time. It was frustrat-
ing, but maybe there was a reason for 
this. Once we were on the road we heard 
there was rioting in two towns that we 
had to go through. The riots were due to 
certain parties being unhappy with the 
election results. However, by the time we 
went through, all was quiet, so I guess 
they had worn themselves out by that 
time.

The next few days were taken up by an 
extensive tour of the falls, a trip through 
the national park along the Zambezi 
river, a visit to the Livingstone Museum 
and the Railway Museum.

Campers were astounded at the depth 
and grandeur of the falls. At a clear 
viewpoint of the falls bridge, they were 
intrigued by the bungee jumping that was 
taking place from that bridge.

In the park we saw a huge herd of ele-
phant, from the smallest to the biggest. 
We also saw buffalo, giraffe, impala, wart-
hog and waterbuck. We took an exclusive 
walk in the bush to where a rhino and calf 
were resting under a tree.

The Livingstone Museum is the largest 
in Zambia. It is well laid out and has lots 
of artifacts relating to David Livingstone.

The Railway Museum was interesting 

because they have coaches and steam 
locomotives with a sign saying “Rho-
desia Railways.” Rhodesia Railways ran 
all the rail stock in North and Southern 
Rhodesia. When Zambia got its inde-
pendence this stock was hired out to the 
Zambians until they could arrange their 
own.

In the same area was a shed set up by 
the Jews of Zambia showing their history 
in this country. They mainly came from 
Europe with only a single suitcase and 
then built empires for themselves.

On Sunday we went back to Lusaka and 
on to Verino for youth camp beginning 
the next day.

What astounded me is that none of 
these youths had ever seen the falls. They 
had never seen any of the game that they 
saw in the wild, and they said that it was 
possible that they never would have if it 
had not been for this trip.

They expressed their appreciation, 
which made all the expense and effort 
extremely worthwhile.

Cherry Pringle

Zambia Youth Trip to Victoria Falls
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Births
Isaac Floyd Cason

Paul and Tina (Bean) Cason from the 
Nashville, Tennessee, congregation are 
excited to announce the birth of their 
third son, Isaac Floyd Cason. Isaac was 
born on May 24, 2016, at 1:19 p.m. He 
weighed 8 lbs., 6.5 oz. Isaac is the third 
grandchild of Ralph and Cheryl Bean, 
also of the Nashville congregation. Isaac 
is also welcomed to the family by his old-
er brothers Daniel and Joshua. Isaac is a 
happy and healthy baby boy and is a wel-
come addition to the Cason family.

Lilah June Blanchard
Ken and Kari (Trone) Blanchard, of the 

Reno, Nevada, congregation, are proud 
to announce the birth of their daughter, 
Lilah June. Their first child, Lilah was 
born on Aug. 29, at 7 lbs., 7.4 oz., and 19 
1⁄2 in. long. Lilah is the fourth grandchild 
to John and Linda Blanchard, the third to 
Dirk and Kathy Trone, and the fifth great-
grandchild to Dudley and Louise Trone. 
The families are thrilled and blessed to 
welcome Lilah and to help her grow up 
to not only be a member of their families, 
but a future member of the family of God.

Sophia Louise Trone
Nick and Elainea (Spivey) Trone of the 

Sacramento, California, congregation are 
pleased to announce the birth of their sec-
ond daughter, Sophia Louise. Sophia was 
born Friday, Nov. 27, 2015, at 2:46 p.m. 
Sophie weighed 8 lbs, 0.4 oz., and was 20 in. 
long. Along with her parents, Sophie was 
welcomed by her big sister Emi. Sophie is 
the second grandchild of Dirk and Kathy 
Trone and third great-grandchild of Dud-
ley and Louise Trone, all of the Sacramento 
congregation. She is the 20th grandchild 
of Joel and Linda Hamby of Westmorland, 
California. We are all thrilled to add this 
sweetheart to our families.

Obituaries
Milan P. Chovan

Milan Chovan, age 82, peacefully 
passed away on June 7, 2016, in the hos-

pice section of Mercy Medical Center in 
Canton, Ohio, following several years of 
declining health. Milan was a long-term 
elder, a dedicated servant of God, who 
faithfully served Him and brethren in 
the Canton-Akron, Ohio, congregations 
for over 50 years. He is survived by his 
devoted and loving wife, Lee, his daugh-
ter, Paula McCrea (North Canton UCG 
congregation), his son and daughter-
in-law, Doug and Michelle, and his two 
grandchildren, Melissa and Jason, who 
reside in British Columbia, Canada.

Born on Aug. 12, 1933, Milan was 
descended from Slovakian emigrants, 
loved to play the accordion and danced 
the polka very well. In fact, that is where 
he met his bride to be—at a polka dance. 
Milan and Lee were married on July 24, 
1954. They were blessed to enjoy 62 years 
of marriage, shared many wonderful 
adventures and traveled widely together.

Over the years, Milan’s other inter-
ests and pastimes included listening to 
a variety of old-time music, skiing, golf-
ing, woodworking and reading about 
local and worldwide news events in the 
daily newspaper. Following graduation 
at Timken High School in Canton, with 
a vocational concentration in drafting, 
Milan joined the Hoover Company in 
North Canton, Ohio, where he worked to 
become a successful senior process man-
ufacturing engineer and retired from the 
company after 45 years of service.

Milan and Lee were baptized into the 
Church of God in March 1964 and were 
ordained deacon and deaconess for the then 
Akron church in 1967. On Pentecost 1969, 
Milan was ordained as an elder. Through-
out their decades of service, Milan and 
Lee were blessed to serve with many pas-
tors and had the opportunity to specifically 
care for ailing and aging brethren. Together 
they enjoyed organizing numerous church 
socials, church picnics, and especially 
enjoyed hosting events for seniors.

Anointing the brethren was an elder 
duty that Milan considered most hon-
ored to perform and one that was close 
to his heart. A testament to his eldership 
was reflected at the funeral by the many 
brethren and ministers from various his-
torical Church of God organizations who 

came to pay their respects at his funeral 
and to encourage his wife Lee.

Milan will be greatly missed but always 
remembered as a devoted husband to his 
wife of 62 years, a nurturing father, and 
a loving grandfather (Papaw). He loved 
spending time with his family and the 
brethren. He touched the lives of many 
and created a lifetime of precious and 
wonderful memories for all who knew 
him and who now await his resurrection 
and the ultimate family reunion.

Evelyn Marie Fahey
Evelyn Marie Fahey, 80, of Boling-

brook, Illinois, passed away on Sept. 
12, 2016. She was born in Grand Junc-
tion, Michigan, on Nov. 12, 1935, to the 
late Arthur and Elizabeth (Schallhorn) 
Thomas. Evelyn grew up on the Thomas 
family farm near South Haven, Michi-
gan. She graduated from Western Mich-
igan University (WMU) in 1957 and 
taught the fifth grade in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, for six years. During those 
years she obtained her masters degree in 
education from WMU.

Evelyn was a Michigan farmer’s daugh-
ter who found herself living a cosmopoli-
tan life in countries around the world. In 
1963 she attended Ambassador College 
in Bricket Wood, England. She married 
Robert E. Fahey of Cleveland, Ohio, a 
recently ordained minister, on July 3, 
1965. The couple’s first pastorate was in 
Glasgow, Scotland. In 1966 the Faheys 
were transferred to Melbourne, Austra-
lia, to pastor the congregations in the 
states of Victoria, South Australia and 
Tasmania. It was in Australia that their 
first two children were born. In 1969 the 
couple moved to Johannesburg, South 
Africa, where Bob became regional direc-
tor of Southern Africa, and where their 
third child was born. The couple served 
in many other capacities in the follow-
ing years including as regional director 
of Canada in 1980 and of Australia and 
Asia in 1986. The couple also served in 
pastoring four congregations in the New 
York City area in the 1980s. In 1990 the 
Faheys moved to Chicago to pastor the 
congregations there and continued in that 
assignment for 25 years.

One of the hallmarks of Evelyn’s charac-
ter through these years was her unfailing 
support of her husband wherever his work 
took him and of her dedication to her chil-
dren’s development wherever they lived. 
For someone raised on a rural farm, it was 
not easy uprooting her household time and 
again to move to new countries, but she 
did it with a willing spirit, a can-do attitude 
and a lot of very hard work. She believed in 
the cause that she and her husband were 
engaged in, and in each transition she threw 
herself into setting up a new household as 
nice or better than the one before.

For 25 years she ground her own flour, 
made her own bread, cooked everything 
from scratch every day and expanded her 
recipe repertoire with foods from each of 
the countries they lived in. When her chil-
dren’s school transcripts were disjointed 
from living in four counties with differ-
ent educational systems in four years, 
she worked tirelessly with teachers and 
administrators in many different schools 
to ensure her children would remain on 
track. She built lasting family traditions 
including a formal dinner every Friday 
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night, planting vegetable gardens wher-
ever she could find a spare spot of earth, 
and listening carefully every day to each of 
her children, one by one, as they returned 
home from school. And she embraced the 
uniqueness of each place she visited, trea-
suring beautiful hand carved boxes col-
lected during her many travels.

Evelyn persevered nine years with 
a degenerative nerve condition that 
required the utmost patience and endur-
ance. While life became increasingly dif-
ficult for her in the last few years, she 
always had that familiar twinkle in her 
eyes at the sight of any of her grandkids. 
She loved a fresh bowl of blueberries, time 
outside in the sunshine, and occasionally 
a very modest gin and tonic.

She was preceded in death by her hus-
band of 50 years, Robert E. Fahey, in 
September of 2015, as well as her sister, 
Martha Smith. She is survived by a daugh-
ter, Joanna M. Bradford of Westmont, Illi-
nois; son Jonathan T. Fahey of McKinney, 
Texas; and son Robert B. Fahey of Darien, 
Illinois; seven grandchildren; her sisters 
Phyllis Schemenauer, Ruth Crouse and 
Artis Roenspies; and her brother Arthur 
Thomas of Grand Junction, Michigan.

Evelyn’s final weeks were a testament 
to the strength she had demonstrated 
throughout her life, with her incredible 
stamina evident to all. As the doctors not-
ed, she had an extraordinary heart, and 
we know that to be true in every sense of 
the word. She loved her family, loved God, 
served continuously when she could, and 

demonstrated great patience and endur-
ance in adversity. Her example of faithful-
ness, service and love inspires those of us 
that follow in her footsteps, and the legacy 
of Evelyn Fahey continues on in the lives 
of friends and family around the world.

Vivian Fakhoury
Vivian Fakhoury, age 82, died peace-

fully in her sleep Sunday, July 24, 2016, at 
her home in Gallatin, Tennessee.

Vivian was born Feb. 13, 1934, in 
Jaffa, Palestine, and is of Christian Ara-
bic descent. She legally immigrated and 
became a United States citizen in 1956, a 
day she often told others was one of the 
most important moments of her life.

She is survived by her husband of nearly 
60 years, Louis; son Roger and his wife 
Toni; her daughter-in-law, Barbara; her 
grandchildren Christian, Kyle and Rea-
gen; and brother, Habib Carouba. Her 
second son, Gary, predeceased her.

In 1967 she became a member of the 
Church of God and remained so for nearly 
50 years. Her husband was a longtime elder 
in the Church. In 2014 she and her husband 
moved to the Nashville, Tennessee, area.

Vivian’s life was a testament to the cor-
nerstones of her devotions to God, family, 
friends and community. While she spent 
much of her life as a housewife and home-
maker, her greatest joy was as a renowned 
Middle Eastern cook by serving others 
through the food she prepared.

In particular, her Arabic pastries, espe-
cially baklava, were heralded by many to 

be among the finest delicacies found any-
where. She had hundreds of dinner func-
tions over many years. Vivian loved to 
share the food of her family heritage with 
many people of different backgrounds 
and cultures. She spread love through 
her devotions and culinary skills to affect 
lives around the world. She will be deeply 
missed and never replaced.

Reggie Peterson
Reginald Joseph (Reggie) Peterson died 

as a result of complications during aor-
tic valve replacement surgery on July 28. 
He was placed on life support equipment 
after suffering a heart seizure and despite 
all efforts by the hospital surgical staff, he 
passed away around 4 p.m. on the Sabbath 
of July 30.

He was born on Jan. 29, 1958, in Quincy, 
Illinois, and baptized at age 19 on June 30, 
1977. He married Ingrid Marilyn Nowak 
on Jan. 11, 1986, and their union produced 
one son, David Michael. After graduation 
from Control Data Institute, Reggie pur-
sued a career in the banking industry and 
was eventually employed by HSBC Bank as 
a business continuity manager.

He was ordained a deacon in 1995 by 
Colin Adair while serving in the Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida, congregation. At the 
time of his death, Reggie was still serving 
in the Church in southern Florida.

Music was a very important part of his 
life. Being multi-talented with his outgo-
ing personality served him well, not only 
enjoying opportunities to entertain, but 

lending his hands to musical composi-
tions as well.

Besides Ingrid and their son David, sur-
vivors include his parents, Ron and Jean 
Peterson of Lakeland, Florida; sons from 
a previous marriage, Ben and Chris; sis-
ters Rhonda Clore, Robin Morelli, Teresa 
Westwood, and Brenda Wendling; and 
brothers Rick and Jeff.

Marvin Riddle
Marvin Riddle, 88, of Jefferson, Oregon, 

died Monday, March 7, 2016, after battling 
t-cell lymphoma for almost six months. 
Marvin was at home surrounded by his 
loved ones at the time of death. He was born 
in Tupelo, Oklahoma, to Alva and Bertha 
Riddle and was the second of five children.

He moved to California at age 16 and 
was drafted into the Air Force at age 18. 
Marvin made the rank of sergeant in 18 
months. He moved to Oregon in 1948 
where he met and married Imogene Bur-
leson on Sept. 18, 1949. Marvin owned 
and operated Marvin’s Welding and 
Repair for 14 years in Jefferson, Oregon. 
He then went to work and retired from 
Salem Equipment in 1991. He dedicated 
more time to God’s work and his hobby 
of woodworking, making beautiful pieces 
for his home and yard.

Marvin was ordained a deacon Nov. 13, 
1982. Imogene was ordained deaconess 
Oct. 8, 1983. They served in God’s Church 
for 53 years.

Marvin is survived by his wife of 66 years 
and two sons, Gary and his wife Diane 
of Jefferson, Oregon, and Richard and 
his wife Kimberly, of Lebanon, Oregon. 
They have two grandchildren, Phillip and 
Rachel, and one great-grandson, Phil. He is 
also survived by one brother and one sister: 
Charles Riddle and Joyce Martin.

Graveside services were held Monday, 
March 14, at Jefferson Cemetery, officiat-
ed by John Cafourek, pastor of the Salem 
United Church of God congregation. A 
reception followed at a local church in 
Jefferson, Oregon.
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Make plans now to join young adults 
high school graduate age to age 30 from 
across the nation for the second annual 
Growing in the Faith weekend.

The weekend will be held over the Mar-
tin Luther King weekend, Jan. 13-16, 2017, 
at the beautiful Ironwood Springs Chris-
tian Ranch in southern Minnesota. This 
year the theme is Managing Transitions. 
We will address the many challenges young 
adults face in relationships, conversion, 
personal finances, and career planning.

Activities will include extreme snow tub-
ing, game night and a dance. Plenty of time 

for fellowship has been built into the sched-
ule to allow for all to make friendships that 
will continue long after the event is over.

Register before Dec. 1 and receive the 
special price of $150, which will cover 
housing and meals for the entire week-
end. After Dec. 1 the price will be $175. 
A separate fee will be charged for tub-
ing. Don’t miss out on this opportu-
nity to grow in the faith and make new 
friendships! Additional information and 
registration materials can be found at  
www.growinginthefaith.com.

RaNae Shaw

Growing in the Faith 2017
Join your friends and family in Port-

land, Oregon, for the annual Northwest 
Winter Family Weekend on Dec. 23-26. 
The Portland congregation is hosting the 
event at the beautiful Red Lion on the 
River located just 15 minutes from the 
Portland International Airport.

Activities begin with Bible seminars 
on Friday. Seminars continue on Satur-
day morning, and a teen Bible study will 
be held before church. Services will be at 
the hotel with special music provided by 
Church youth. After sunset, there will be 
both teen and family dances. Sunday will 

include a jam-packed day of sports for 
pre-teens, teens and young adults. And if 
that isn’t enough, head up to Mount Hood 
on Monday for an excellent skiing oppor-
tunity (weather permitting).

To register for the event, check out  
www.nww.ucgpdx.org or find us on Face-
book at NWweekend. Feel free to e-mail 
us at nwweekend@gmail.com if you have 
questions. Hundreds of Church members 
have been coming together for the event, 
since the 1960s. We hope you will join us 
this year! 

Colleen Hofer

Northwest Winter Family Weekend
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by Len Martin

My wife and I have five children ranging 
in age from 22 to 9. I remember a particu-
larly frustrating time about 10 years ago, 
when a group of boys ranging in age from 
5 to 11 were pitching a tent in the neigh-
boring yard to have a campout. My wife 
overheard a 5-year-old make a shocking 
statement about bisexuality. Since three 
of our boys heard the remark, we were 
forced to have a discussion we didn’t think 
we would need to have at that age.

It’s even more difficult for parents today. 
The news is full of stories supporting 
bisexuality, homosexuality, transgender-
ism and same-sex marriage. Schools are 
allowing students to use the bathroom of 
their own choosing. A recent news article 
exposed that, in one school district, boys 
who self-identify as girls must be allowed 
to share a bedroom with girls during over-
night school trips, and the school district 
does not have to notify the parents!

To further the challenge for parents, 
easy access to the Internet allows our 
children access to images and ideas that 
were nearly impossible to find only a gen-
eration ago. You may have filters on your 
home Internet connection, but you can-
not filter every open wifi hotspot. So what 
can you do?

Having a Moral Compass
Today more than ever it is crucial that 

parents instill a solid moral compass into 
the hearts of their children. The instruc-
tion in Deuteronomy 6:6-7 speaks of the 
importance of having the ways of God 
written in our own hearts, so that we can 
diligently teach them to our children, by 
being a living example of right moral con-
duct. The ultimate goal is to provide them 
with a moral compass to guide and direct 
their lives.

But what is moral? What is immoral? 
Who defines morality? For many cen-
turies, theories have been promoted to 
present different and often conflicting 
opinions of what is meant by moral-
ity. Dictionary.com defines moral as “of, 
relating to, or concerned with the prin-
ciples or rules of right conduct or the dis-
tinction between right and wrong.” The 
definition of immoral is “violating moral 
principles; licentious or lascivious.”

To Christians, the definition of morality 
is simple. It is obedience to God, which 

results in moral conduct and actions. 
Peter tells us, “But also for this very rea-
son, giving all diligence, add to your faith 
virtue, to virtue knowledge” (2 Peter 1:5). 
Virtue is another way of saying moral 
excellence.

There is no end to the number of books 
discussing origins of morality, but does 
anyone get to make the rules? Is there an 
absolute moral code for mankind? Can it 
be morally acceptable for one person to 
commit murder, but not another? If so, 
who decides?

The Moral Decline
The present state of our moral decline 

has been slow and gradual. Much like a 
wheel rolling downhill, it starts off slow 
but picks up momentum and then change 
begins to happen rapidly. Philosophies 
attempting to describe what is moral 
without acknowledging God can be 
traced back many centuries, but let’s con-
sider the results over just the past 95 years.

Prior to the 1920s young men would 
ask parents’ permission to begin court-
ing their daughter, and if the couple were 
to go out on a date, someone was always 
along as a chaperone, they were never 
alone. This is a biblical principle found 
in 1 Thessalonians 5:22: “Abstain from all 
appearance of evil” (King James Version). 
The couple, by following this practice, 
could remain above reproach. During the 
1920s, this would change as dating no lon-
ger included chaperones.

The “New Morality” of the 1920s glori-
fied personal freedom and defied social 
conventions. It saw a marked transfor-
mation of women’s fashion as clothing 
became more revealing. Flappers, as they 
were known, were young women who cast 
aside conventional standards of behavior, 
bobbed their hair and smoked cigarettes. 
Young men and women became more 
sexually active.

It was during the 1920s that Margaret 
Sanger (1879-1966) wrote in her book 
Woman and the New Race: “The new stan-
dard will be based upon knowledge and 
freedom while the old is founded upon igno-
rance and submission” (p.167, emphasis 
added throughout ). Notice in Isaiah: “Woe 
to those who are wise in their own eyes, and 
prudent in their own sight!” (Isaiah 5:21). 
What Margaret Sanger labeled as “knowl-
edge and freedom” was sexual immorality.

In 1930, President Hoover’s White 
House Conference on Child Health Pro-
tection prepared a report emphasizing 
“social hygiene” as opposed to moral con-
duct. The report would encourage such 
things as educating the youth to have a 
“healthy sexual lifestyle” (Sex, Youth, and 
Sex Education: A Reference Handbook, 
David Campos, p.73).

The moral decline would continue in 
the 1940s, and 1942 would be the first time 
the topic of sex education would be on the 
cover of a major newspaper, as the headline 
of the Washington D.C. Evening Star read 
“What Is Sex Education?” (Campos, p.84).

The 1950s would see the advancement 
of the idea that sexual impulses were not 
to be ignored and as long as two individ-
uals consented there was nothing wrong 
with their relationship.

The 1960s would be marked by protests, 
drug use and “free love”—the freedom 
to engage in sexual relationships with 
anyone and any number of people you 
“loved.” The 1960s would also be looked 
upon as the beginning of the modern-day 
LGBT movement following a June 1967 
police raid of a gay bar in New York City.

Is There Really a “New Morality”?
Russian novelist, writer and philoso-

pher Fyodor Dostoyevsky, in his novel 
The Brothers Karamazov, wrote, “If God 
does not exist, everything is permit-
ted.” Without a belief in God, there is no 
anchor for absolute moral truths.

Moral relativism, also known as situ-
ational ethics, promotes the belief that 
what might be the morally right thing for 
you may not be the right thing for some-
one else, and there are no absolute moral 
truths. This is not a new idea. It’s merely a 
rebranding of the same tired old attempt 
to replace God and the laws of God with 
a manmade system of morality that can 
be modified to suit one’s own perversions 
and also eliminate the associated feelings 
of guilt.

It is an ideology that believes view-
ing pornography is not wrong and that 
unmarried people living together or 
engaged in sexual activity is not wrong. It 
believes that homosexuality is an accept-
able lifestyle, abortion is a valid choice 
and people can “self-identify” their own 
gender. And it is a system that is influenc-
ing our children!

Ask your teenager if there are times 
when it might be okay for a woman to get 
an abortion. Their answer might surprise 
you. Our society is trying to confuse them 
by justifying the murder of the unborn in 
“rare“ or “extenuating” circumstances, 

such as the health of the mother, or rape, 
etc. Yes, these are very tough circum-
stances. However the only real truth is 
that all murder is sin.

Our children are growing up in a world 
that is offering a counterfeit value system, 
and they need to be equipped to know 
how to make morally right and proper 
decisions. The world today will not stop 
them from behaving in ways that will 
ultimately destroy them. In Romans 1 we 
read about the consequences of a debased 
mind (Romans 1:28-32), and the apostle 
Paul in his letter to the church at Corinth 
addressed the results of unrighteous, 
unjust, immoral conduct, listing those 
that “will not inherit the kingdom of God” 
(1 Corinthians 6:9-10).

Now, in our present, postmodern age, 
we are being told that everyone is able to 
determine what is right for themselves. 
However, we are told, “There is a way that 
seems right to a man, but its end is the way 
of death” (Proverbs 14:12).

We can read in Deuteronomy 30:15-18 
that God’s clear expectations are for our 
good, but He does allow us to choose. 
Therefore parents must teach their chil-
dren His ways, His statutes, His judgments 
so that they are able to choose what is right, 
what is good and what leads to eternal life.

What Can You Do?
First understand that only God is the 

source of absolute moral values! Mankind 
is given the right to choose, but mankind 
does not have the authority to define right 
and wrong. The only source of moral 
truth is God’s Word. Jesus Christ, in His 
prayer to the Father just before His death, 
stated this clearly: “Sanctify them by Your 
truth. Your word is truth” (John 17:17).

The Bible is absolute truth! God’s Word 

What Is Your Spiritual Moral Compass?
n To parents of teens: Welcome to this ongoing series of articles written 
with you in mind. These “hot topic” articles will specifically address current 
cultural issues and the challenges that you may be facing as a family and, 
most importantly, how to deal successfully with them in light of the Bible. 

Please see next page.
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“Once Saved, Always Saved”?

by Don Hooser

The United Church of God is frequent-
ly asked this question: “I’ve heard it said, 
‘once saved, always saved.’ Is that true or 
false?”

It’s an interesting question. The rea-
son there is so much confusion is that 
the answer depends on the meaning of 
the word “saved.” To illustrate, my dic-
tionary lists 11 definitions of the English 
verb “save.” In the New Testament, being 
spiritually “saved” is used in three differ-
ent ways.

The first definition of “saved”
For the first usage of “saved” in the New 

Testament, “saved” expresses a past action 
because it refers to the forgiveness of one’s 
sins. Jesus told a repentant woman, “Your 
faith has saved you” (Luke 7:50, emphasis 
added throughout). After baptism, a per-
son is no longer doomed to the death pen-
alty. He has been saved from death row.

Notice how “saved” is used in these 
verses: “we were saved” (Romans 8:24), 
“by grace you have been saved” (Ephe-
sians 2:5, 8), and “an antitype which now 
saves us, namely baptism” (1 Peter 3:21).

Phase one of sanctification (and saving) 
was made possible by the sacrificial death 
of Jesus Christ. The blotting out of each 
person’s sins occurs when Christ’s sacri-
fice is first applied to him personally at the 
moment of his baptism. But after baptism, 
a person must continue to ask for forgive-
ness for the rest of his life for the new sins 
he commits. In 1 John 1:9 it says, “If we 

confess our sins, He is faithful and just to 
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.”

If one strays away from God and quits 
asking for God’s forgiveness for his sins, 
he is temporarily lost because he is no 
longer receiving God’s grace and forgive-
ness. However, if and when he repents 
and turns back to God, God will always 
gladly forgive, just as the father did in the 
parable of the prodigal son (see Luke 15).

So based on this first usage of the word 
saved, “once saved, always saved” is not 
true because if one falls away from God 
and quits sincerely asking for forgiveness, 
God will quit forgiving him, and he is 
doomed.

The second definition of “saved”
Now to address the second usage of 

“saved” in the New Testament. It refers to 
the process of salvation which is conver-
sion, the ongoing process of our natures 
being “transformed” into godly charac-
ter (Romans 12:1-2; 2 Corinthians 3:18). 
Consider the following scriptures:

“For the message of the cross is foolish-
ness to those who are perishing, but to us 
who are being saved [present progressive 
tense] it is the power of God” (1 Corin-
thians 1:17-18). “For we are to God the 
fragrance of Christ among those who are 
being saved and among those who are 
perishing” (2 Corinthians 2:15).

This is the primary meaning of “saved” 
in Romans 5:10. “Christ lives in me” 
(Galatians 2:20), and “we shall be saved by 

His [Christ’s] life [in us]” (Romans 5:10).
So based on this usage of the word 

saved, “once saved, always saved” is not 
true because, again, if one falls away from 
God, quits yielding to God and quits 
going through the process of being saved 
or converted, he will lose out on salvation 
if he never turns back to God and never 
resumes the process of “being saved.”

The third definition of “saved”
Now to address the third usage of 

“saved” in the New Testament. It is saved 
in the ultimate sense—the receiving of 
immortal life and eternal salvation. Paul 
used the word saved in that sense when he 
said, “That his spirit may be saved in the 
day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Corinthians 5:5).

Jesus said, “But he who endures to 
the end will be saved” (Matthew 10:22, 
see also Matthew 24:13; Mark 13:13). In 
these verses, “the end” is either the time of 
one’s death or the return of Jesus Christ, 
whichever comes first (1 Thessalonians 
4:13-17). We all must endure to the end by 
remaining faithful to God, His Word and 
His way of life. If we do, we will be saved 
in the best sense, the ultimate sense, of the 
Word. We will receive eternal salvation in 

the Kingdom of God!
Based on this usage of the word saved, 

“once saved, always saved” is true because 
once we are spirit beings in the Kingdom 
of God, we will “have it made!” We will 
never be tempted to sin again. We will be 
God’s sons and daughters, forever safe in 
His family!

Concluding thoughts
Thus we see the three spiritual ways 

that the word saved is used in the Bible. 
We who have been baptized and have 
received God’s Holy Spirit have been 
saved, we are being saved, and we eagerly 
long to be saved.

Now if someone asks you about “once 
saved, always saved,” you can give an 
accurate explanation. And what about 
if someone asks you, “Have you been 
saved?” You can say, “My answer depends 
on which of the three New Testament 
usages of the word “saved” we want to 
consider.” Then, if the person is inter-
ested, you can explain the three usages. 
Hopefully, the person will have increased 
respect for you as someone who under-
stands the Bible and who understands 
the process of salvation. UN

It Depends—“Saved” Is Used in Three 
Ways in the New Testament

shows us how to live and be morally excel-
lent in our lives. Notice Micah 6:8: “He 
has shown you, O man, what is good; and 
what does the LORD require of you but to 
do justly, to love mercy, and to walk hum-
bly with your God?”

To become morally excellent requires 
knowing what God says about a matter. 
It brings us back around to Deuteronomy 
6:6-7 again. We must know God’s Word. 
It must be written in our hearts, and we 
must be living it so we can then teach it 
to our children. If we don’t, our children 
only learn the ways of this world and all 
its confusing lies and theories. In the apos-
tle Paul’s letter to the church in Rome, he 
reminds them to “not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the renew-

ing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). Fathers 
are specifically instructed in Ephesians to 
“bring them up in the training and admo-
nition of the Lord” (Ephesians 6:4).

My wife and I did not want to sit down 
with our boys and have that discussion 
about immoral behavior 10 years ago, but 
we had to have the discussion. And the 
discussion centered upon what God says 
is right, not what mankind says is right.

Society is challenging our faith, but 
especially the faith of our children. We 
must remind them to “believe that He is, 
and that He is a rewarder of those who 
diligently seek Him” (Hebrews 11:6). 
As the Psalmist wrote in Psalm 119:105, 
“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light 
to my path.”

God’s Word is our guide. God’s Word is 
our moral compass. UN

Following church services on the Sab-
bath of Aug. 27, the Oklahoma City con-
gregation held their annual senior appre-
ciation luncheon. The event recognized 
and honored the brethren of the congre-
gation who are 65 years of age and over.

The entire congregation enjoyed a tasty 
three-course meal. A special slideshow 
presented photos taken during the course 
of the seniors’ lives and information about 
them. Highlights included a bit of their 
life history, places they have lived, favorite 
scriptures, and words of wisdom.

Ladies from the congregation assisted 
in preparing meals. The young adults 
contributed their wait staff and maître de 
skills, and the youth served drinks and 
provided live music on a variety of instru-
ments ranging from a flute to a ukulele. 

This wonderful group worked together to 
create a lovely evening of delicious food, 
lively entertainment and memorable fel-
lowship!

All are anticipating the next opportu-
nity to again celebrate the lives of our pre-
cious seniors and their invaluable contri-
bution to God’s Church.

Amanda Pence

Oklahoma City Senior Appreciation 
LuncheonContinued from previous page.

Moral Compass
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by Lena VanAusdle

In the fall of 2003, the United Church of 
God launched the Good Works program. 
This program provided a place and way 
for brethren to help others in the Church 
by providing a central location in which 
individuals (primarily members) could 
donate for specific needs not provided for 
in the general budget. The United Church 
of God has always had an assistance fund 
built into the budget, but sometimes cir-
cumstances would arise that weren’t bud-
geted for in the general assistance fund. 
Thus the Good Works program was born.

But why do we do it? Jesus said: “Then 
the King will say to those on His right 
hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world: for I 
was hungry and you gave Me food; I was 
thirsty and you gave Me drink; I was a 
stranger and you took Me in; I was naked 

and you clothed Me; I was sick and you 
visited Me; I was in prison and you came 
to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer 
Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You 
hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give 
You drink? When did we see You a strang-
er and take You in, or naked and clothe 
You? Or when did we see You sick, or in 
prison, and come to You?’ And the King 
will answer and say to them, ‘Assuredly, I 
say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one 
of the least of these My brethren, you did 
it to Me’” (Matthew 25:34-40). God com-
mands us to care for others!

Initially, funds donated to Good Works 
were used to purchase things: church build-
ings, vans, and disaster relief. However, in 
recent years we’ve also provided an outlet 
for outreach by partnering with United 
Youth Corps. We’ve funded volunteers for 
farming projects in Brazil, wells in Zambia 
and Brazil, working with orphans in Guate-

mala, teaching in Chile and Argentina, and 
youth camps in Jamaica, Brazil, and Nigeria. 
In addition to partnering with United Youth 
Corps, Good Works will often partner with 
the non-profit agency LifeNets, particu-
larly on projects that fund wells, cattle, and 
orphanages (projects that impact the com-
munities at large since they receive dona-
tions from the public). While we support 
joint projects, we do not donate to LifeNets, 
nor does LifeNets donate to Good Works.

You can see our current or past projects 
at http://goodworks.ucg.org/. You can fol-
low our volunteers through their blogs at  
http://goodworks.ucg.org/blog.

None of these projects are possible with-
out the generous donations of our mem-
bers. If you’d like to support any of our 
projects please visit http://donate.ucg.org/
Good-Works-Program_p_11.html. Any 
projects that don’t receive enough specific 
donations are supplemented by the general 
Good Works fund (donations that are not 
earmarked for a specific project).

Good Works
How and Why We Do What We Do

have served as watchmen and stood in 
the gap at critical times in human his-
tory. Enoch and Noah stood in the gap in 
the pre-flood world. Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob stood in the gap during the patri-
archal age. Deborah the prophetess and a 
judge of Israel stood in the gap along with 
Barak and defeated the king of Canaan, 
freeing Israel from his oppression. Gide-
on believed God and along with 300 men 
delivered Israel from the oppression of 
the Midianites. Moses stood in the gap 
as God worked with him to lead Israel 
out of Egypt. David stood in the gap, and 
God gave him the victory over Goliath. 
Elijah stood in the gap and confronted the 
wicked priests of Baal in a showdown on 
Mount Carmel. Esther stood in the gap 
when her people faced extinction at the 
hands of the evil Haman.

In the New Testament there are a multi-
tude of witnesses that stood in the gap and 
served in the role of watchmen. John the 
Baptist stood in the gap and denounced 
the wicked king Herod, for which he was 
beheaded. Jesus Christ stood in the gap 
and time after time cried out against the 
hypocrisy of the scribes and Pharisees. 
Time after time they sought to kill Him. 
But He continued to lift up His voice and 
urge them to repent.

The apostles faced continual perse-
cution. They were threatened, beaten, 
thrown into prison, and some were killed. 
Yet they continued to proclaim the gospel 
of God and Christ with boldness and cour-
age. They rejoiced in being counted worthy 
to suffer shame for His name (Acts 5:41).

God is still looking for men and women 
to stand in the gap in the face of the evil 
that abounds in this world. We now return 
to the inspired words of the prophet Eze-
kiel and highlight a prophecy that is surely 
applicable and relevant to the times in 
which we are living. Ezekiel writes, “And 
the word of the Lord came unto me, say-
ing, ‘Son of man, say unto her, “Thou art 
the land that is not cleansed, nor rained 
upon in the day of indignation.” There is 
a conspiracy of her prophets in the midst 
thereof, like a roaring lion ravening the 
prey; they have devoured souls; they have 
taken the treasure and precious things; 
they have made her many widows in the 
midst thereof ’” (Ezekiel 22:23-25).

Ezekiel continues in the succeeding pas-
sages to describe the sins of the people and 
concludes with these words: “And I sought 
for a man among them, that should make 
up the hedge, and stand in the gap before 
me for the land, that I should not destroy it: 
but I found none. Therefore have I poured 
out mine indignation upon them; I have 
consumed them with the fire of my wrath: 
their own way have I recompensed upon 
their heads, says the Lord God” (Ezekiel 
22:30-31, emphasis added throughout).

In Ezekiel chapter 13 there is a prophecy 
that reinforces the above prophecy. Note 
the inspired words of Ezekiel: “Son of man, 
prophesy against the prophets of Israel that 
prophesy, and say thou unto them that 
prophesy out of their own hearts, ‘Hear ye 
the word of the Lord; Thus says the Lord 
God; “Woe unto the foolish prophets, 
that follow their own spirit, and have seen 
nothing! O Israel, your prophets are like 
the foxes in the deserts. Ye have not gone 
up into the gaps, neither made up the hedge 
for the house of Israel to stand in the battle 
in the day of the Lord”’” (Ezekiel 13:2-

5). The prophet goes on to describe their 
deceitful practices in crying peace when 
there is no peace while daubing the walls 
with untempered mortar.

The prognosticators, political lead-
ers and their sycophantic apologists of 
our day attempt to whitewash the rotten 
moral fabric of the nation. This is a “rot-
tenness” that permeates every institution 
in the land, from the churches to the high-
est political offices.

We are also in that period of time that 
the prophet Isaiah describes in which 
“evil is called good; and good is called 
evil” (Isaiah 5:20). Later in the book of 
Isaiah, he is inspired to describe the time 
in which truth is fallen into the street and 
there is no judgment in the land. Then he 
states that those who would stand in the 
gap and cry out against the evil are made 
a prey (Isaiah 59:14-15). That is, they are 
mocked becoming the object of scorn and 
ridicule. Yet God inspires Isaiah to write, 
“Cry aloud, spare not, lift up thy voice 
like a trumpet, and shew my people their 
transgression, and the house of Jacob 
their sins” (Isaiah 58:1). In other words, 
we must obey God rather than conform 
to the platitudes of men.

We live in the very times that many of 
the prophets were inspired to describe. 
Evil is called good and good is called evil. 
We live in world in which the only abso-
lute is “you shall not be intolerant.” We 
are in essence told that we should deny 
God and decide for ourselves what is right 
and wrong. The liberal secular humanists 
contend that if everyone becomes tolerant 
of lifestyles that humans can learn not to 
judge one another and come to a state of 
mutual acceptance and live in peace.

However, those who love the truth and 
know their God will forever stand in the 

gap and oppose the God-deniers. We have 
not been called to “fit into this world’s sys-
tem.” We have been called to come out of 
this world. We must stand in the gap, cry 
aloud and spare not just as the bold, cou-
rageous and faithful men and women of 
the ages have done. The time will come 
when those that stand in the gap will be 
hated by all nations (Matthew 24:9). Why 
will they be hated? It is because they have 
stood in the gap and unveiled Satan’s sys-
tem for what it really is.

We live in critical, crucial times! We live 
in tough, transitional times! There is no 
middle ground with God. Jesus declares, 
“He who is not with Me is against Me, and 
he who does not gather with Me scatters 
abroad” (Matthew 12:30, New King James 
Version). We cannot sugar coat the gospel 
and in any way give the impression that 
we are just like everybody else. We are the 
Church of God.

It is the Spirit of God and the Word of 
God that convicts a person of the truth 
of God. We are commanded, “Preach 
the word; be instant in season, out of 
season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all 
longsuffering and doctrine” (2 Timothy 
4:2). We will never be accepted by the 
people of this world. In fact, the nations 
of the world will fight against God, 
Christ and the saints at the battle of the 
great day of God Almighty (Revelation 
16:12-16).

So what about you? Are you the man 
or woman that God is looking for? Or 
must He look to someone else. We must 
not be of those who draw back. God has 
no pleasure in those who draw back. We 
must stand in the gap and say with the 
apostle Paul, “I press toward the mark for 
the prize of the high calling of God in 
Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:14). UN

Continued from page 19

Standing in the Gap

Members in St. Louis, Missouri, and Troy, 
Illinois, gathered for two card-making par-
ties before the Feast of Tabernacles. With a 
goal of making over 100 cards for those who 
were unable to attend the Feast, members 
shared creative talents while enjoying a bit 
of fun, food and fellowship.

The project was a huge success, and cre-
ativity flowed from those involved, with 
each participant having the ability to bring 
a little of their own personality and vision 
to the cards they were making. Pictured 
are a few of those who were involved in the 
project, along with samples of the cards that 
were made.

Sherrie Giddens

Card Party
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Twenty-five campers enjoyed a very suc-
cessful camp in Meru, Kenya, about 270 
kilometers north of the capital city of Nai-
robi. We had 14 girls and 11 boys partici-
pating, with eight staff and three kitchen 
staff. The Church owns the facility where 
camp was held. At the beginning campers 
stayed in Church-owned tents and later 
changed to dorms owned by Meru High-
lands School because the winds became 
too strong.

After breakfast we began by having a 
Christian living class conducted by some 
of the staff. Activities included lessons in 
fire-fighting, drug and substance abuse, 
peer pressure, boy talk, girl talk, hygiene, 
team building, and capacity building. The 
campers enjoyed games like novelty olym-
pics, football, volleyball, camp improve-

ment, and of course they enjoyed social 
time during the campfire every evening. 
We also enjoyed the meals during camp.

On Friday, Aug. 19, after breakfast and 
Christian living class we went by bus to 
outdoor activities that were a 100 kilome-
ters south of the camp at Chaka Ranch. 
Everyone thoroughly enjoyed the day.

The last day of camp was the Sabbath. 
Services were held in the morning, with 
two seminars in the afternoon.

At the end of camp, the campers were 
assessed on what they had learned. Staff 
prepared questions for the campfire, and 
the campers did well. It was remarkable, and 
those who excelled were given prizes.

We thank God and the Church because 
all exceeded our expectations.

Simon Nganga

Most of this year’s 46 vibrant campers 
and staff travelled various distances from 
Ghana’s coastal region west of Accra to 
the calming ambience of the Accra, Gha-
na, youth camp, which is located at Valley 
View University. The camp started Sun-
day, Aug. 14, and ended Sunday, Aug. 21.

The theme “Guided by God’s Word” 
defined this year, and campers learned 
about God through an array of buoy-
ant and very engaging activities such as 
archery, slingshots, beads craft, volleyball, 
basketball, kickball, cycling, team chal-
lenge and a leather craft.

Daily aerobics, compass check and 
Christian living were quite remarkable 
opportunities to learn about the impor-
tance of physical and particularly, spiri-

tual exercises in our lives.
With split sermons by David Mese-

lebe and Benjamin Agyapong, the Sab-
bath service was an enabling platform for 
both campers and staff to focus on always 
being guided by God’s Word and to bond 
in godly fellowship.

All of us here at camp are deeply thank-
ful for the ample donations from mem-
bers in the United States, which facilitated 
a successful camp.

God’s generous blessings on the Accra, 
Ghana, youth camp 2016 were abundant 
in diverse ways and served as excellent 
reasons for us all to yearn for more youth 
camps in the future!

Henry Aikins

Ghana Youth Camp

Meru Camp

Summer Camp 2016 was held at the 
Peak Centre in Edale, Derbyshire.

Camp was attended by nine adult staff 
plus 10 other adults present at various 
times, together with 10 boys ages 8 to 17 
and 12 girls ages 6 to 17. Those under 10 
were accompanied by one or both par-
ents. The 22 campers came from the UK 
(14), Switzerland (4), Germany (1), Italy 
(1), U.S.A. (1) and Canada (1). Of the 22 
campers, 13 had not been to the UCG 
British Isles summer camp previously.

The camp program had activities 
arranged with the Peak Centre that includ-
ed a climbing wall, archery, bushcraft and 
nightline. The weather was favorable and, 
several challenging walks in the surround-
ing hills were organized. The group spent a 
morning in Buxton, a spa town, with shop-

ping and sightseeing. This was followed 
by a visit to the Blue John Cavern in the 
afternoon. Another afternoon several went 
on a trip to Sheffield for swimming. One 
day the group also visited a nearby wildlife 
conservation sanctuary.

Each day we started and ended activities 
with a hymn and a prayer. The younger 
children had an earlier bedtime and had 
their own activities when they rose ear-
lier in the morning! We encouraged the 
campers to volunteer for prayers before 
meals and at the beginning and end of 
each day. We had prayers in English, Ger-
man and Italian, by both boys and girls.

Following the dinner on the final eve-
ning there was a slideshow of photos tak-
en during camp.

David Fenney

British Isles

See more photos from all three camps here:

www.flickr.com/photos/united-church-of-god/albums/72157672075281652

UYC 2016 Reports

Accra, Ghana —Aug. 14-21

Meru, Kenya —Aug. 15-21

Edale, Derbyshire—July 29-Aug. 7
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What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

Title Host Literature Airing 
Period

Why Study Bible 
Prophecy? Gary Petty

You Can 
Understand 
Bible Prophecy

Nov. 20-26

Angels: Agents of 
God

Darris 
McNeely

Life’s Ultimate 
Question: Does 
God Exist?

Nov. 27-Dec. 3

Kingdoms at War: 
The Fifth Kingdom

Darris 
McNeely

Christ’s Reign 
on earth: What 
It Will Be Like

Dec. 4-10

Create in Me a 
Clean Heart Gary Petty

Transforming 
Your Life: The 
Process of 
Conversion

Dec. 11-17

When Was Jesus 
Born?

Darris 
McNeely

Jesus Christ: 
The Real Story Dec. 18-24

Unforgivable: 
The Michaela 
Diemer Story

Steve 
Myers

Forgiveness Is 
Possible Dec. 25-31

Television Airing Schedule

calendar of events

Dec. 5-8: Council of Elders Meetings, Cincinnati, Ohio

Dec. 23-26: Northwest Winter Family Weekend, Portland, Oregon

Dec. 23-27: Winter Family Weekend, Cincinnati, Ohio

Dec. 23-26: Southwest Preteen Camp, Good Year, Arizona

Dec. 25-31: Winter Camp, East Troy, Wisconsin

Dec. 25-31: Winter Leadership Camp, East Troy, Wisconsin

Dec. 31: Orange County Celebrates 50 Years, California

Jan. 13-17: Young Adult Weekend, Stewartville, Minnesota
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These Beyond Today apps are a great, flexible way to access full episodes from 
Beyond Today television, BT Daily and Beyond Today Bible studies .

• Roku delivers programming such as Netflix or Amazon Prime video 
directly to your television. With Beyond Today’s new premium Roku app, 
users will be able to add the channel to their device and watch our pro-
grams online, anytime.

• Amazon Fire TV is one of the leading producers of set-top boxes avail-
able, with millions of units sold. This gives Beyond Today the chance to 
reach more of the world with the gospel message.

• Apple TV uses a very fast, user-friendly interface, giving access to all our 
media video material and live BT webcasts.

Beyond Today is on your favorite  
TV streaming device


