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A Great Conclusion to a Great Series!

by Peter Eddington

Wow! What an incredible weekend 
that was spent by the Beyond Today pro-
duction team and presenters for the two 
most recent Beyond Today Live events in 
Kansas City, Kansas, on Sunday, March 
19, and St. Louis, Missouri, on Tuesday, 
March 21.

The Kansas event drew 65 total people, 
with 29 of those being new guests, and 
the St. Louis meeting drew 112 total peo-
ple, with 40 of those being new guests. 
Much thanks has to go to the pastors (Joe 
Dobson and Vince Szymkowiak) and 

members of the Kansas City, St. Louis 
and Troy congregations for their help in 
making the latest tour such a success!

The buzz afterwards in each venue was 
high, with conversation going on for a 
long time between the guests and our 
presenters and local brethren. Besides 
having our magazine readers and TV 
viewers come out and meet us, the 
encouragement it gave to the local con-
gregations to serve in this way is immea-
surable.

Bridging the Gap
One of the main reasons we have 

undertaken these live appearance cam-
paigns is to help bridge the gap between 
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Video Recording Studio Plans Drafted

by Peter Eddington

Architectural plans have now been 
drawn up for construction of the new 
video recording studio at the home office. 
KBA Architects, the original architect for 
our Milford, Ohio, office, has submitted 
drawings for us to edit and approve.

Civil engineers will soon review the piece 
of land adjacent to the office where the new 
studio will be built. Mechanical and electri-
cal engineers will be brought on board very 
soon. Our goal is to break ground in July of 
this year if all goes as planned.

As you can imagine, we are very excited 
with the design on the drawing board so far 
and the opportunities the new facility will 
give us in being more effective in our work 
to preach the gospel of the Kingdom!

The graphics included show the first- 
and second-floor plans. They include a 
green room, equipment room, prop and 
storage room, restrooms, an audio studio 

Please see page 2

Please see page 4

Civil Engineers to Review Site

n Beyond Today Live in Kansas 
City, Kansas, and St. Louis, 
Missouri

Partial blueprint of the home office in Cincinnati with the new studio. 

Steve Myers speaking at the Beyond Today Live event in St. Louis. 

http://ucg.org/members
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Above graphic shows all four sides 
of the building with the new studio 
addition. 

Top graphic to the left shows blueprint 
of the main floor of the new studio.

Bottom graphic to the left shows 
blueprint of the second floor of the new 
studio.

and a video control room—as well as the 
large, open space that will comprise our 
main Beyond Today television set and 
large “sound stage.”

When completed we will have a very 
fine video recording facility that will be 
extremely flexible in fitting our needs. We 
even plan for enough space for a studio 
audience and live webcasting capability.

To date we have received $503,000 
towards funding the facility. This leaves us 
still about $97,000 short of our needs. There-
fore, if members would like to help us reach 
our financial goals for the video recording 
studio, it would be most welcome. Please 
note on your contribution that it is for the 
“Video Recording Studio.” UN

Continued from page 1

Video Recording Studio

How can you help?  

Send contributions to: 
United Church of God 
P.O. Box 541027 
Cincinnati, OH 45254-1027 
(Note on your contribution that it is for the 
Video Recording Studio.)

Donate online here: 
www.ucg.org/members/news/video-
recording-studio-plans-being-drafted

Thank you for your ongoing prayers 
to God for His blessing on all of our 
proclamation work.

http://www.ucg.org/members/news/video-recording-studio-plans-being-drafted
http://www.ucg.org/members/news/video-recording-studio-plans-being-drafted
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Ours is a work of spreading the gospel 
around the world! We have a divine, scrip-
tural commission to preach the good news 
of God’s Kingdom to as many people as we 
are able.

The message is the same as it has always 
been—for more than 2,000 years—but 
most of the tools are different from what 
was available way back then, in particu-
lar that of the printed word, the Internet, 
video, television and streaming TV.

Here is one of my favorite scriptures: 
“Later He [Jesus] appeared to the eleven as 
they sat at the table; and He rebuked their 
unbelief and hardness of heart, because 
they did not believe those who had seen 
Him after He had risen. And He said to 
them, “Go into all the world and preach 
the gospel to [everyone]” (Mark 16:14-15, 
emphasis added throughout).

The gospel is to be preached to every-
one! Time will tell how much of this huge 
goal will be accomplished by the United 

Church of God before the Two Witnesses 
appear in this end time.

The Internet: an Amazing, Powerful 
Tool

The number of Internet users world-
wide who use the Internet more than once 
a month is more than 3.6 billion. This year 
nearly 49 percent of people worldwide 
will use the Internet—either through a 
computer or mobile device. eMarketer 
estimates that Internet adoption will sur-
pass the halfway mark in 2018, when 51.1 

percent of the world’s population will go 
online, equating to 3.82 billion people 
(“Slowing Growth Ahead for Worldwide 
Internet Audience,” eMarketer, June 7, 
2016).

Inexpensive mobile phones and mobile 
broadband connections are making Inter-
net access available in countries where the 
Internet had been out of reach for people. 
Companies like Google and Facebook are 
planning to fly Wi-Fi blimps and solar 

by Bill Bradford

As a part of the work of the Council 
of Elders, the Doctrine Committee deals 
with questions that are passed on to us by 
pastors who in turn received them from 
members of their congregation. The ques-
tions usually are technical in nature and 
often reflect a departure from the core 
message of the Bible.

I submit that when we read the Bible in 
the interest of getting it technically cor-
rect, we tend to miss the message. If we 
miss the message, we are really missing the 
point God is making.

I advise all speakers in my area that 
the Bible makes its own point. Once you 
understand this, sermonettes and ser-
mons become easier to prepare and give. 

I further advise that the greatest need for 
the speaker and for the non-speaker alike 
is Bible knowledge. What does the Bible 
say? What is the message from God to His 
people at any given time? Indeed, what is 
the message in the Bible for man?

Have we ever gotten off-message in 
our discussions or messages? Sometimes. 
That is how questions are generated, about 
words as Paul mentioned to Timothy.

Do we have an example that illustrates 
this?

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the 
Lord is one!” (Deuteronomy 6:4). This 
scripture is used many times to define 

God. There was the attempt from the 
distant past to teach the Trinity concept 
out of this statement. The religious Jews 
to this day remain monotheistic, as they 
define it, believing that there is only one 
deity. Rejection of Jesus Christ as God 
in Judaism is normal and sometimes an 
emotional issue.

What is the issue here? There are no 
other gods. The nations around them 
believed in many gods (plural), and 
horrible practices went with this belief. 
Moses continues, “You shall love the 

Do We Miss the Message?
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Mission Statement: The mission of the 
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Jesus Christ and the Kingdom of God in all the 
world, make disciples in all nations and care 
for those disciples.
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Technology and Preaching the Gospel
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Please see page 13

PE TER 
EDDINGTON
Media and 
Communications 
Services Operation 
Manager

Our comission is to preach the gospel to as many people as possible. One way we are able to acheive 
this is through technology. 

Do we miss the message when reading the Bible? Focus on the fact that the Bible makes its own point. 
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New Hires at the Home Office

by Linda Merrick

The Church has hired a few new 
employees over the past several months. 
Each new hire holds various responsibili-
ties in the office, and each one appreciates 
the impact they make. 

IT Help Desk/Junior Programmer 
David Browning recently started work-

ing at the home office in Cincinnati. He 
is working in the IT department, and his 
official title is IT help desk/junior pro-
grammer. He assists Richard Kennebeck 
and Chris Stewart with technical support 
for employees within the home office as 
well as off-site employees and ministers. 
He also helps maintain and utilize inter-
nal and external databases and software 
used for distribution of literature.

David is originally from Washougal, 
Washington. He received a bachelors 
degree in communication with a focus on 
public relations. His previous jobs include 
working as a PR contractor for several 
local firms in the area and working at 
an equestrian boarding facility. David 
moved to Cincinnati in August 2011 for 
ABC and started working for the Church 
on Sept. 19, 2016.

David took this job because it was a 
dream of his since he was 9 years old to 
work for the Church. He noticed the job 
opening listed in United News for several 
issues, and something drew him to it. So 
he decided to apply for the job. He sees 
this as an opportunity to serve the Church 
as well as learn new skills.

David says that he loves the atmosphere 
of the work place. He explains that it is a 
good feeling knowing that everything he 
does here for work is helping the Church 

do God’s work. David said: “My job 
allows me to see the number of literature 
requests we receive as well as ensure that 
the people requesting [the literature] are 
getting them mailed to them. Seeing that 
every day just brings a smile to my face.”

David looks forward to continuing to 
learn new skills in the computer program-
ming world.

Mailroom Clerk/Warehouse 
Assistant

Rachael Boise was hired at the home 
office right before Thanksgiving. She is 
currently the mailroom clerk and ware-
house assistant. From day to day she 
places booklets into envelopes, helps in 
the warehouse and picks mail up from 
the post office. “It is a lot of mundane 
[work] that is done behind the scenes, 
but it has to be done,” said Rachael. But 
she doesn’t think it’s necessarily a boring 
job. What she likes most about her job is 
the laid-back aspect and the flexibility. 
She can make her own schedule as long 
as she meets her hours and gets all her 
work done.

Rachael is originally from Estacada, 
Oregon, and moved to the Cincinnati 
area in August 2015 for ABC. After ABC 
she stayed in the area to work and go 
to school. Other places she has worked 
include Applebees, a cleaning company, 
and for a personal contractor.

Rachael heard about this job from the 
previous person who held the position, 
Kurt Reeter. Kurt was recently married 
and planned to move to be with his wife. 
The home office needed a replacement as 
soon as possible, and although there were 
other prospects, the position still was not 

filled. So Rachael decided to apply to help 
her friend Kurt out.

At the time she was working for the 
Cleaning Authority and had the next 
Sabbath as a required day to work. The 
position at the home office was offered 
to Rachael four days before this rule was 
going to take place. Rachael believes that 
God saw her predicament and intervened.

Other aspects she likes about her job is 
being able to send out the Beyond Today 
magazine and seeing all the feedback read-
ers send in about the booklets she mails 
out. “It’s [also] fun to see places around 
the world that I never even thought of,” 
she said. “It makes me feel small.”

Some of the most unique places booklet 
requests have come from include Pakistan 
and Iran. She is in awe of the people who 
ask for literature in what can be such a 
hostile environment to Christianity. They 
do what it takes to know about God.

French Communications Analyst/
Assistant Webmaster

Jessica Hendrickson is the new French 
communications analyst/assistant web-
master at the United Church of God home 
office. She started her position on March 
13, 2017. She wears many hats in her posi-
tion. She works a lot with the French cor-
respondence work, helps with literature 
requests and corresponds with French-
speaking Church contacts.

Another project she is working on is 
getting the French website up and run-
ning. The new French site is designed 
to be a user-friendly and functional part 
of the wider UCG.org. Currently she is 
translating UCG content into French. Jes-
sica also is working on a few small media 

projects. She recently finished translating 
the Spanish kids video Poly, Col y Toly 
into French, and she will possibly trans-
late some Jelly videos into French as well.

Jessica said: “Everyone has been super 
welcoming and helpful. I really enjoy 
it here.” She loves her coworkers, the 
dynamic environment and the many dif-
ferent projects she works on as well as 
the different teams she works with. One 
of the best parts of her job is hearing the 
stories from the people she corresponds 
with about how they came to know about 
the truth.

Jessica is from Bothell, Washing-
ton, which is near Seattle. She recently 
moved to Cincinnati to work at the home 
office. However, she went to school in 
Borea, Kentucky, at Berea University. She 
received a double bachelor of arts major 
in communications and French.

Prior to this specific position, Jessica 
worked part time for the Church as a 
French correspondent. She also had 
various other jobs before. One was an 
international student and scholar ser-
vices assistant in the center of interna-
tional education at Berea University. 
She worked with international students 
coming to the United States for the first 
time. She planned orientations, events, 
did paper work and graphic design. She 
was also a piano performer in the Boone 
Tavern, in the college hotel’s lobby. 
Some other jobs she had were working 
in a portrait photography studio and as 
a piano teacher.

She learned of the job from Tim and 
Maryse Pebworth, who serve in the 
French work of the Church. A lot of 
ideas were shared with Jessica of how 
the Pebworths want to progress the 
French work.

Jessica is excited to get the French 
website up and running and adding 
to it. She wants to see how it can reach 
different people through this new plat-
form. She is also looking forward to 
helping out at the Feast in France: “I 
enjoyed helping with the Feast last year 
and look forward to helping out at the 
Feast again. I want to talk and connect 
with the French brethren.” UN

David Browning Rachael Boise Jessica Hendrickson

our formal media efforts to proclaim the 
gospel of the Kingdom and direct congre-
gational contact. The plan is to encourage 
our most interested readers, viewers and 
subscribers to make the effort to actually 
call one of our pastors and plan to attend 
our Sabbath services.

In many ways, this is a big step for 
people to take—to go from reading our 

literature in the privacy of their own 
home, to making a commitment to actu-
ally visit us at church. We pray fervently 
that these live events will help bridge the 
gap between our proclamation efforts 
and our local congregations.

We are spending only 1 percent of 
our Media and Communications Ser-
vices budget on this, but we feel it has 
the potential to stir future growth and 
church attendance as God calls people 
into His flock.

Final Results and Future Plans
After 17 events, the grand total now 

is 579 new people reached through this 
Beyond Today Live presentation. All 
these viewers and readers have come to 
see and hear our Beyond Today present-
ers and had the opportunity to meet our 
local pastors, the local brethren and the 
Church’s president.

Each location announced a follow-
up Bible study or Sabbath service in 
the weeks to follow. The program bro-
chure handed out at each campaign also 

included pastoral contact information 
for upcoming Sabbath services. There is 
also the bi-weekly Bible study webcast at 
the home office that was advertised for 
attendees to watch.

Plans are now underway to consider 
cities and locations for events during the 
2017-2018 fiscal year. These cities will be 
announced soon. We will most likely have 
budget for up to four cities this time.

Your prayer and support for God’s 
blessing on all of our media efforts is 
much appreciated. UN

Continued from page 1

Conclusion to Series
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by Milan Bizic

In first-century Judea, the Jewish world 
was incredibly fragmented. Disputes 
between the Pharisees and Sadducees 
stick out, for instance. But there were 
other sects, philosophies and religious-
political movements in the Jewish world 
at the time, each with their own view of 
what it meant to please God, to be Jewish 
or how to exist under Roman rule.

One of these groups was formed in 
approximately A.D. 6 after new taxation 
policy came to be enforced by the gov-
ernor at the time, Quirinius. They were 
dedicated to resistance of Roman occu-
pation—particularly violent resistance. 
They were known as the kana’im—the 
Zealous Ones. Today we know them by 
our transliteration of their Greek name, 
the Zealots. They were known to camp 
out in the hill regions and strike Roman 
villages and caravans, killing and injur-
ing some and disrupting everyday life. In 
a lot of ways they were similar to mod-
ern-day terrorists.

They especially loved to target other 
Jews who they saw as cooperating with 
or compromising with the Romans. Tax 
collectors were one of their number-one 
targets, not only for their role in cooper-
ating with the Romans, but also in help-
ing to oppress their fellow Jews. Tax col-
lectors were widely hated in Judea, but 
the Zealots took it to a new, bloody and 
violent level.

Knowing the story of the zealots it’s 
easy to be surprised by what we read in 
Luke 6:12-16, where Luke lists the 12 
inner-circle disciples of Jesus. Notice one 
of the disciples: “Simon the Zealot.” Here 
among Jesus’ inner circle and most inti-
mate friends we have a man who was, at 
least at some point, connected with one 
of these violent, infamous revolutionaries.

But there’s an even bigger shock: Anoth-
er one of Jesus’ disciples was “Matthew the 
tax collector” (Matthew 10:3).

It’s easy to read right over this without 
understanding the first-century context 
of tax collectors and revolutionaries. 
But this is truly shocking. Here, in the 
very inner circle of Jesus Himself, are a 
Zealot and a tax collector—the absolute 
polar opposite ends of the Jewish societal 
and cultural spectrum. And what’s more, 
Simon represented a group that sought 
to carry out violence on the group Mat-
thew represented.

To outside observers this must have 
looked like madness. Two men who 
should have been mortal enemies trav-
eling together, eating together and learn-

ing from this great Teacher together. 
Who was this Man that He could make 
peace even between a tax collector and 
a Zealot? We know who He was. He was 
the Son of God, and just like Simon and 
Matthew were His disciples, today we are 
His disciples.

The world of our day is also extremely 
divided: liberal and conservative, Demo-
crat and Republican, Catholic and Prot-
estant, Shiite and Sunni, Women’s March 
and March for Life. Everywhere we look 
we see division, conflict, hatred—even 
including violence.

Unfortunately even in the Church we 
have divisions. Thankfully they’re usu-
ally not so severe, but disagreements turn 
into fights, congregations split and fami-
lies are broken. This sort of conflict isn’t 
what God desires for us. The brotherhood 
and friendship that developed when God 
called a tax collector and a Zealot is proof 
of this. It’s also a source of hope for us that 
we can make peace in just the same way.

We don’t get to see what the healing and 
peace-making for Simon and Matthew 
was like. But I’m sure it didn’t happen 
overnight. It was a process, and they had 
to work through it. What would it have 
taken? First it takes both parties having a 
relationship with God and Christ for rec-
onciliation to even begin.

“Therefore if you bring your gift to 
the altar, and there remember that your 
brother has something against you, leave 
your gift there before the altar, and go 
your way. First be reconciled to your 
brother, and then come and offer your 
gift” (Matthew 5:23).

This is a hard teaching to obey and 
incorporate because it puts the hard stuff 
first. Jesus said that our priority should 
be to reconcile and make peace with our 
brothers and sisters who we have a prob-
lem with, even before an act of worship 
like leaving a gift at the altar. Even more, 
He’s saying that becoming reconciled 
with others is an act of worship to Him. 
It’s pleasing to Him.

That’s a message that must have been 
impactful for Simon and Matthew, and it’s 
one that must be impactful in our lives if 
we have divisions in our families, in our 
church or in our friendships. Matthew’s 

and Simon’s lives were changed in this 
way and should give us hope that our lives 
can be as well.

Paul expressed this here: “Where there 
is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcised 
nor uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, 
slave nor free, but Christ is all and in all” 
(Colossians 3:11).

Paul is talking about the divisions of 
his day. There were walls—both literal 
and metaphorical—between Greeks and 
Jews, between peoples of other nations, 
between slaves and their owners. But in 
Christ those walls dissolve and reconcili-
ation can begin.

We’ve got similar walls today. The issues 
may not all be the same as they were in 
Paul’s day, but the spiritual root of the 
problem is the same—sin—and the spiri-
tual solution is the same as well. Just as 
the Christians who Paul was working 
with were coming out of a broken society, 
so are we today. We bring baggage from 
that society along with us. But what Paul 
is saying is that we can’t let those things 
remain and continue to harm our rela-
tionships in the Church. There is recon-
ciliation because we are all one in Christ. 
We all have a role in this reconciliation.

“But now you yourselves are to put off 
all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, 
filthy language out of your mouth. Do 
not lie to one another, since you have put 
off the old man with his deeds, and have 
put on the new man who is renewed in 
knowledge according to the image of Him 

who created him” (Colossians 3:8).
Our role in reconciliation with one 

another, along with repentance from sin, 
is speaking and acting in a godly, loving 
manner toward one another. Nobody ever 
managed to actually heal hurts or repair 
broken relationships by continuing to lie 
about someone, swear at them or treat 
them poorly. There’s a whole lot of heal-
ing that can begin just with a kind word or 
a loving gesture toward someone you’ve 
had issues with in the past.

As Simon the Zealot and Matthew the 
tax collector traveled together, studied 
together and served together, they would 
have had a lot of opportunities to just sit 
down and talk. They probably had a lot of 
ground to cover.

I imagine there were frank discus-
sions about things they had done in the 
past that they weren’t proud of and that 
they had to repent of. I imagine there 
was some laughter, and I imagine there 
were tears. There were apologies, and 
there was forgiveness.

We also have problems today because 
of divisions, rivalries, jealousies and 
sins. But as you think of the relation-
ships in your life that need healing, and 
as you think of the reconciliation you 
desire but haven’t reached yet, I hope 
their story will be an inspiration to you 
to reach out, say a kind word, sit down 
and talk. And I hope that will in turn be 
the start of a true reconciliation that will 
last for eternity. UN

Zealots and Tax Collectors

Have you ever been at odds with a friend in the church? We must keep in mind that Christ is working 
with each individual and with Christ we can tear down the walls that separate us. 

“Our role in reconciliation 
with one another, along with 
repentance from sin, is speaking 
and acting in a godly, loving 
manner toward one another.”
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by Mitchell Moss

“I should really say something.” You’ve 
just seen something that you know isn’t 
right. You try to ignore it, turning and 
walking the other direction. But your 
heart is burning within you. You want to 
speak up, but something restrains you: 
fear. Fear of embarrassment, fear of the 
reaction you may provoke, fear of mis-
reading the situation. “Who am I to even 
say something?” The moments tick by. 
You see your opportunity to act starting 
to slip away. You try to mentally rehearse 
what you’d say if you were to say some-
thing. Your heart is pounding as you work 
up the courage to confront the situation. 
You look around, wondering if anybody 
else knows what is going on. “Surely 
there’s somebody else more qualified than 
me to intervene here.” 

But there isn’t. Nobody else is aware, or 
if they are, they’re just as conflicted as you 
are. This is your moment to act and yours 
alone. Will you speak up? Or will you let 
the moment pass?

Fill in the blanks. You’ve been in this 
situation before—it could be your friend 
who wants to drive home having had too 
much to drink; it could be that you have 
been told information that will hurt some-
one you know, but they are unaware as of 
yet; it could be that you see a stranger in 
need of help in a public place but nobody 
is willing to approach them; it could be 
that you see an adult talking to a child in 
a way that somehow feels off; it could be a 
married man or woman acting too famil-
iar with someone who isn’t their spouse; 
it could be that someone new has come 

to church and you want to say hello, to 
warmly greet them, but your inhibitions 
hold you back. Fill in the blanks. 

When we talk about God’s Holy Spirit, 
we often talk about it in passive terms. 
“Yield to the Holy Spirit;” “submit to 
God;” “let this mind be in you.” Think-
ing about it only in passive terms can 
feel toothless—a useless faith that just 
requires we simply stop sinning, staying 
pure from the world by disengaging from 
it completely.

It is these types of situations—when 
our hearts burn within us, when we feel 
a strong urge to act, to say, to do some-
thing—that help to break the illusion of 
the passive tone. This is where the pas-
sive submission to God intersects with the 
active power of wielding the sword of the 
Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). So often a spirit of 
fear keeps us from actively shining forth 
the light of God. But “God has not given 
us a spirit of fear, but of power and of love 
and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7). 
What it looks like to let this mind be in 
you (Philippians 2:5) is to actively wield 
the power of God through love. To not 
give in to the spirit of fear, but instead 
to be a conduit through which God can 
do good—in our own lives and in those 
of our neighbors, our brothers and sis-
ters, our spouses, strangers we meet and 
indeed the entire world.

It is critical to understand this, because 
if your only focus is to stop sinning, the 
life-giving water of the gospel stops with 
you. But we know that our calling is much 
more than that—it is to allow rivers of liv-
ing water to flow from us (John 7:38).

Slave to Sin, or Slave to 
Righteousness?

The presumption of Scripture is that 
we are doing works—bearing fruit. Paul 
spoke of “works of the flesh” in contrast 
to “fruit of the Spirit” (Galatians 5:19-25). 
Jesus blasted the Pharisees for having the 
wrong works (Matthew 23:3-5). And Paul 
put it this way: “Don’t you realize that you 
become the slave of whatever you choose 
to obey? You can be a slave to sin, which 
leads to death, or you can choose to obey 
God, which leads to righteous living” 
(Romans 6:16, New Living Translation).

Paul puts it in such black-and-white 
terms because we usually fool ourselves 
into thinking things aren’t as bad as they 
are, usually by comparing ourselves to 
some much worse standard (“I don’t 
sleep around/shoplift/blaspheme God/
etc., so I’m not that bad”). We also often 
live on a kind of auto-pilot, where we 
aren’t necessarily choosing sin, but we 
aren’t really choosing righteousness 
either. The net result of living that way 
in the long term, however, is sin if we 
don’t let Christ’s mind be in us. “I was 
afraid and went and hid your talent in 
the ground” is answered by “You wicked 
and lazy servant . . . cast the unprofitable 
servant into the outer darkness” (Mat-
thew 25:25-30). Yikes.

Come to Me, All Who Are Weary
The good news is that our calling to 

be Jesus’s disciple comes with a beauti-
ful promise: “Come to Me, all you who 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take My yoke upon you and 
learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly 
in heart, and you will find rest for your 
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden 
is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). 

I had never understood this saying 
very well, because I had never really 
thought through the word picture He 
was painting. Also, despite having 
grown up in Amish country, I’d never 
really seen and understood the con-
cept of a yoke as it’s used on beasts of 

burden. So allow me to do so here: a 
yoke is a strong wooden beam that a 
farmer places across the back of two 
oxen to link them together. He or she 
harnesses them both to the plow, and 
the yoke allows them to pull together 
in harmony, amplifying their strength. 
Inherent in this whole process, how-
ever, is matching two oxen of relatively 
similar strength in the first place. If one 
is significantly stronger than the other, 
he will strain against the yoke while the 
weaker one strains to keep up—and 
each ox’s strength is spent more quickly.

In Jesus’ word picture once again we 
have some assumptions—that we are 
always walking forward (doing works, 
living life), and that we are under a yoke 
of some kind. The yoke of Jesus Christ 
is easy, lighter and less burdensome in 
implicit contrast to another yoke: the 
yoke of the sins of this world—the things 
that we turned away from when we chose 
to live this way of life. The works of the 
flesh—fornication, drunkenness, hatred, 
jealousy, selfish ambition, bitterness, 
etc.—these are the yoke of the ruler of this 
world, Satan. He will hook you up, and the 
more you strain to keep up with him, the 
sicker, the weaker, and the less fulfilled 
you will be.

By comparison, Jesus Christ says His 
burden, His yoke, His pace is easy. This 
does not mean He is espousing an unpro-
ductive or somehow lazy way of life (see 
above parable); rather, He is espousing a 
way of life focused on righteous living. 
Read the Gospels. How did Jesus live 
His life? He was always helping, heal-
ing, listening, giving, merciful, showing 
compassion, forgiving. And people loved 
Him for it.

What would it look like for us to “let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus”? It would be actively doing all those 
things that He did out of an authentic 
love for God and our fellow humans. The 
result is a peace of mind and a life of rich 
reward (John 10:10).

Agents of Change
When Jesus came, He kicked things off 

by saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the 
kingdom of God is at hand. Repent, and 
believe in the gospel” (Mark 1:15). As the 
King of Kings, He demonstrated what His 
Kingdom and His rulership is like in word 
and in deed, inviting all who witnessed 
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Letting Go
The Active Work of Letting God Change You

Our focus must not only be on stopping the sin. We must also walk forward, striving to be Christ-like 
and allow God to change us. 

“So often, a spirit of fear keeps 
us from actively shining forth 
the light of God. But ‘God has 
not given us a spirit of fear, but 
of power and of love and of a 
sound mind’ (2 Timothy 1:7).”

Please see page 14
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Weddings
Jacob & Mariah Sattler

On Nov. 27, 2016, Jacob Sattler and 
Mariah Bickel were married at Kidron 
Community Park in Kidron, Ohio. They 
were surrounded by members of their 
congregation, along with family and 
friends from near and far. The ceremony 
was performed by Freeman Kuhns from 
North Canton, Ohio, where they also 
attend church.

Mariah was a member of the ABC 2016 
graduating class. Jacob and Mariah were 
both baptized on June 25, 2016, at the 
Troyer’s Hollow camping weekend. They 
met in Indiana while serving at Camp 
Outreach a few years ago.

The Sattlers honeymooned near Ash-
ville, North Carolina. They look forward 
to a long, happy, God-centered marriage.

Michael & Mariah Stephens
Michael and Shari Fooshe of the 

Nashville, Tennessee, congregation are 
pleased to announce the wedding of 
their daughter, Mariah LeighAnn, to 
Michael Paul Stephens, son of Shawn 
and Susan Stephens, of the Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania, congregation.

Michael and Mariah were married on 
Sept. 25, 2016, at Henry Horton State 
Park. Fred Kellers performed the cer-
emony, which made the day extra spe-
cial since he had also married Mariah’s 
parents in 1989. There were 325 people 
who attended the wedding, dance and 
reception afterward.

Mariah is a professional culinary chef, 
and Michael is studying accounting and 
plans to pursue becoming a CPA. The 
couple reside in Middle, Tennessee.

Anniversaries
Marshall and Doris Emery 
Alvin and Brenda Walker

On the Sabbath of Feb. 4, the Greens-
boro, North Carolina, church held a joint 
anniversary celebration for two couples 
who have been married for a combined 
110 years in total.

Marshall and Doris Emery celebrated 

their 65th wedding anniversary on Feb. 
5, 2017, and Alvin and Brenda Walker 
celebrated their 45th anniversary on Feb. 
5, 2017. Both couples have been in the 
Church a long time. They serve as dea-
cons and deaconesses. The couples were 
served cake and punch with lots of fun 
and fellowship after services.

Obituaries
Joan (Joanie) Carol Fergen

Joan (Joanie) Carol Mengenhauser 
was born Sept. 7, 1932, in Armour, South 
Dakota, the first-born of six children. 
The family grew up on a farm and were 
part of a close-knit community.

Joanie played trombone all through 
high school and graduated from 
Parkston High School in 1950. Since her 
parents had not been able to continue 
their schooling past eighth grade, they 
always encouraged each of their chil-
dren to obtain a college degree so they 
would have more opportunities in life. 
Joanie did just this when she graduated 
(at the top of her class) with her regis-
tered nurse (RN) degree from St. Joseph 
Hospital School of Nursing in Mitchell, 
South Dakota. Joanie married Robert 
Fergen Oct. 22, 1953.

They had six children: Mark, Peggy 
(Morgan), Dave, Kenny, Patrick and Lisa 
(Arner). They lived in Rapid City, South 
Dakota, and came into the Church in 
1970 and were an integral part in helping 
establish the local church. Bob was an 
elder, and Joanie was a deaconess. Joanie 
was a gracious hostess and loved hosting 
dinners. She believed in having a “cake 
around the corner” and had homemade 
pie or cake with coffee ready to brew for 
anyone who may drop in at any time.

In 1980, they moved to Pasadena, Cal-
ifornia, and lived in the Southern Cali-
fornia area until 1989 when they moved 
and settled in Tri-Cities, Washington. 
They celebrated their 50th anniversary 
in 2003, three years prior to Bob’s death 
in 2006. She is survived by her six chil-
dren, 11 grandchildren,and seven great-
grandchildren.

Pauline Fritts
Pauline Fritts, age 88, died Dec. 24, 

2016, at Quality Healthcare, Leba-
non, Tennessee. Graduating from high 
school in 1946, she moved from her par-
ents’ home to Valpariso, Indiana, to find 
work. Within a short time she met her 
future husband, Preston. They married 
in March of 1947 and welcomed the first 
of their five children in July 1948. Ran-
dall Preston was followed by Kimberly 
Sue (September 1949), Joel Andrew 
(October 1953), Kay Ellen (deceased) 
and Jason Daniel (May 1959). They con-
tinued to live in northern Indiana for 
many of their near-70 years of marriage.

Pauline was baptized in August 1958 
and ordained a deaconess in 1947. Pres-
ton was baptized January 1963 and 
ordained an elder in 1981. They became 
members of the Church in Chicago, Illi-
nois, and over their many years attended 
services in Michigan, Indiana, Kentucky, 
Arizona and Florida. A few years ago 
they moved to their current home in 
Tennessee where they are members of 
the Murfreesboro congregation.

In addition to her husband, Pauline 
leaves behind four children, eight grand-
children, 12 great-grandchildren and 
two great-great-grandchildren.

Lillian H. Mayer
Lillian H. Mayer, longtime member of 

the Charlotte, North Carolina, congre-
gation, died in her home from compli-
cations related to bone marrow cancer 
on March 22, 2017. She was 88 years old. 
Lillian was born in Sion, Switzerland, 
on Oct. 18, 1928, and is survived by one 

brother. Lillian met her husband Hans 
in the Worldwide Church of God after 
she and her sister Betty came over to the 
United States in 1955 from Switzerland. 
Betty, who was later baptized, worked 
for Dibar Apartian in translating book-
lets into French, and both young ladies 
interacted with Herbert Armstrong.

Lillian was baptized in September 
1958 and met her husband Hans (who 
preceded her in death by well over a 
decade). As a young man growing up 
in Germany, Hans had read Adolf Hit-
ler’s book Mein Kampf and subsequently 
warned his family to leave the country. 
They did not heed his warning in time, 
and they died in concentration camps, 
but Hans managed to escape to the U.S. 
just in time.

Hans and Lillian never had any chil-
dren, but they were a fine example of 
a close and loving couple. In Hans’ last 
years of life, when he suffered from 
Alzheimer’s, Lillian devotedly cared for 
him in their own home. She always loved 
flowers and would be exasperated when 
he absently pulled up her precious flow-

Announcements

Pauline Fritts
June 13, 1928 - Dec. 24, 2016

Marshall & Doris Emery 
Alvin & Brenda Walker

Emerys: 65 years  Walkers: 45 years

Michael & Mariah Stephens
Sept. 25, 2016

Announcements: Send us announce-
ments from your local congregation! Have 
your pastor review what you write, and 
send it in to UN@ucg.org. We’re looking 
for 100- to 300-word articles and photos 
with captions. Please double-check the 
spelling of names, and include the author’s 
and photographer’s names. E-mail is pre-
ferred, but we will also take physical mail as 
well! Please include a self-addressed enve-
lope if you’d like photos returned.

Joan (Joanie) Carol Fergen
Sept. 7, 1932-Aug. 23, 2016

Jacob & Mariah Sattler
Nov. 27, 2016

Lillian H. Mayer
Oct. 18, 1928 - March 22, 2017
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ers instead of the weeds!
Lillian worked for American Express 

for many years as a human resource man-
ager, and she was also a faithful servant 
for her church and a meticulous home-
maker. Brethren in the local area remem-
ber her for her generosity and quiet acts 
of service. A gentle and unassuming lady, 
Lillian was also known as a great cook! 
She loved to have people over for meals, 
hosting the Night to Be Much Observed 
on many occasions before her health pre-
vented her from doing so, and she was 
generous to members in other ways, too, 
giving gifts whenever a family moved into 
another home or had a new baby.

For many years, it was Lillian’s delight 
to provide fresh flowers from her well-
manicured garden for the lectern, and 
even in the last few months of her illness, 
when she suffered from pain and weak-
ness, she thoughtfully contributed food 

for the refreshments table.
Charlotte pastor Scott Hoefker shares: 

“I’ve never met a more positive and 
driven woman. During her last few 
weeks with us up until just days before 
her death, she would push herself along, 
obviously in pain, with her walker, and 
was at services until the very last. She will 
be an inspiration in my memory and oth-
ers for the rest of our lives.”

An example of patient and quiet 
endurance, those who knew her now 
look forward to meeting her again in 
God’s Kingdom, when pain and suffer-
ing will ultimately be no more.

Gladness (Mickey) Williams
Gladness (Mickey) Williams of the 

Durban, South Africa, congregation 
passed away on June 29, 2016, just sev-
eral weeks before her 92nd birthday. 
She had suffered a fall and a broken hip 

the Sabbath before Pentecost and never 
recovered from the necessary surgery.

Descended from a family of Sabbatar-
ian Waldensians who had fled to France 
in 1684 to avoid persecution, the Revo-
cation of the Edict of Nantes in 1685 
forced them to flee once more, this time 
to South Africa, where they settled in 
Cape Town in 1688. Mickey was born in 
Cape Town but lived the rest of her life 
in Durban where she had married her 
architect husband, Les Scott-Williams.

In 1961 she came across a Plain Truth 
magazine in her dentist’s office and 
wrote away asking if there were any oth-
er like-minded readers she could meet 
with, but it was a few more years before 
a congregation was formed in Durban. 
She was baptized in 1976. She was an 
elegant woman, a gracious hostess and 
known for her hospitality and kindness 
throughout her 50-plus years in God’s 

Church. She will be truly missed.
A memorial service was conducted in 

Durban on July 30 by Roy Demont, pas-
tor of the churches in Southern Africa, 
with a eulogy given by her son Nigel. 
Mickey is survived by her twin chil-
dren: daughter Glynis (Graham) Dart of 
Christchurch, New Zealand, and their 
three children; and son Nigel (Wendy) 
Scott-Williams of New York City, U.S.A.

Announcements

Gladness (Mickey) Williams
Aug. 13, 1924 - June 29, 2016

Local ChurchUPDATES

Local ChurchUPDATES

It had been over five years since the 
Columbia, Maryland, congregation had 
their last chili cook-off, and it was time to 
have another one!

On Saturday evening, March 4, there 
were 13 pots of chili entered for the chili 
cook-off. The congregation had tables full 
of rice, cornbread and green salads, as well 
as a table filled with fixings to top their 
bowl of chili. If anyone had a sweet tooth 
there were plenty of desserts to go around.

To change things up a bit, instead of hav-
ing a select few judges to decide who the 
winners of the cook-off were, the whole 
congregation from 8 years old to the older 
generation of seniors cast their ballot for 
the chili they felt was their favorite. The 
three categories in the cook-off were “best 
flavor,” “best consistency,” and “most like 
mom’s,” and there were certificates and 
prizes for the three winners!

The evening was filled with meaningful 
fellowship and a delicious chili meal!

Rhonda Diggins

The second annual Living 1835 Young 
Adult Weekend was a success! Just over 
100 participants traveled from states such 
as Indiana, Iowa, Pennsylvania and even 
as far as Arizona to attend and enjoy the 
experience on the weekend of March 
10-12. Also attended by many local Cin-
cinnatians, the majority of the events of 
the weekend took place at the Miami 
Township Civic Center just outside of 
Milford, Ohio.

The weekend kicked off Friday night 
with a Bible study conducted by Kyle 
Bornhorst and Matthew Fenchel. In this 
study, we discussed how to not only prove 
our faith to one another, but how to go 
about it out in the world amongst people 
with different beliefs. Finally, the evening 
concluded with singing and plenty of des-
sert to go around!

Sabbath morning saw us back at the civ-
ic center for thought-provoking seminars 
based around Ephesians 4, which was also 
the theme for the weekend. David and 
Prisca Kovalchick got us thinking about 
what each of us can do to make a more 
perfect Church body. Jaclyn Wilson and 
Lynette Fenchel dared us to push our-
selves outside our normal service box and 
serve in ways that might be uncomfort-
able or scary. Derrick Fenger challenged 
us to take a good look at our priorities 
and make sure we have time to serve in 
an effective way.

Later that day at Sabbath services, Jason 
Nitzberg and pastor Steve Myers spoke 

more on different aspects of service. The 
events of the day wrapped up with din-
ner, which was delivered to us in over 30 
LaRosa’s pizza boxes, and a fun game of 
Family Feud, which let us test our knowl-
edge of the most popular answer on a series 
of questions. It was hosted by none other 
than the home office’s very own Matthew 
Hernandez, complete with his 1970s green 
game-show host suit and wired micro-
phone. It was a memorable night with lots 
of laughs and ridiculous answers.

On Sunday we all went to the David 
and Rebecca Barron Center for Men, a 
homeless shelter near downtown Cincin-
nati. Despite losing an hour of sleep due 
to daylight savings, everyone was in good 
spirits and ready to take on the service 
project. After getting a guided tour of the 
facility, we were all put to work.

Some of our duties included painting 
walls, cleaning up the sleeping quarters, 
mopping the floors and giving out coffee 
and snacks to the residents. When asked 
about his task at the Shelter House, ABC 
student Jason Lovrien said: “It seemed to 
lift the spirits of the residents. Not only 
were their windows getting cleaner, but 
I had several positive interactions with 
people staying there.” There were others 
who shared similar positive experiences. 
Alissa Davidson, from Pittsburgh, said, 
“One of the residents told me how he was 
surprised how quickly everyone was able 
to clean up the place.” It seemed the con-
sensus amongst those living at the shelter 

was that they were grateful for the help, 
and we as volunteers were glad for the 
opportunity to serve.

The weekend wrapped up back at the 
Civic Center with a presentation titled 
“My Way or Agape,” given by Isaac and 
Emily Nelson. They left us thinking about 
the only true way to serve others, which is 
in godly love. Mr. Myers then gave some 
final thoughts and sent us off, challenging 
us to follow through with any service-ori-
ented goals we may have created over the 
weekend. Having attended the first Cin-
cinnati YA Weekend in 2016, I can safely 
say this one was even better than the first.

Thanks to the hard work of Cody Mar-
tin, David Browning, Alyssa Archer, Stella 
Helterbrand and Corbin Rose, the week-
end was a blast! God-willing, next year’s 
will be even better!

Joshua Raudenbush

Columbia Maryland 
Chili Cook-offCincinnati Young Adult Weekend

The winners of the chili cook-off.

Participants of the young adult weekend, 
volunteering at the David and Rebecca Barron 
Center for Men.
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The Portland Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend took place Feb. 24-26, 2017. 
About 92 women attended. They hailed 
from Washington, Oregon, Idaho and 
California. The theme of the weekend 
was “Blessings in the Fabric of Our 
Lives.” Becky Hornor spoke Friday 
evening about how we should focus on 
blessings in our lives even in the midst 
of trials.

Ken Loucks and Ben Light spoke at 
Sabbath services. Ken Loucks spoke about 
compassion. His dad and his mother-in-
law passed away within a short period 
of time. Ben Light spoke about some of 
the trials that he and his family endured 
and how God richly blessed him and his 
family. One of the scriptures he read was 
1 Peter 4:12-13, which says, “Beloved, do 
not think it strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened to you, but rejoice 
to the extent that you partake of Christ’s 
sufferings.”

After services, Nancy Corbett gave Val 
Deininger’s presentation since Val was 
sick and couldn’t attend the Women’s 
Weekend. The presentation was about 
trials and focusing on blessings in the 
midst of trials. Lauren Kelly, Nikki John-
son and Cheryl Regnier spoke about 
blessings in the midst of trials.

After the Sabbath was over the ladies 
had a silent auction in tandem with 
hymn-singing and coloring. The auction 
raised $1,785, all of which will be donat-
ed to the Good Works program. 

Ruby Scruggs, Tanya Winger and San-
dy Cafourek introduced speakers with a 
lot of verve and personality.

On Sunday Patty Sexton spoke about 
how we all need people in our lives, and 
we are blessed to have each other. We 

lean on each other and focus on our 
blessings even when we have trials. Sha-
ron Browning spoke about how she and 
her husband moved from Washougal, 
Washington, to Kentucky to be closer to 
their daughter Lisa McKinney and her 
husband and kids as well as their son 
David. She spoke about how she and 
her husband have had success in finding 
their niche in their new congregation. 
Tammy Kelly led the ladies in putting 
together cookies-in-a jar, which were up 
for sale. The proceeds of the sales were 
donated to food that would be made 
for brethren for various reasons such as 
sickness, a new baby, etc.

Wonderful special music was presented 
throughout the weekend. A ladies choir 
sang “Be Thou My Vision” for special 
music during services. Tammy Kelly and 
Dawn Cooper sang a song called “On 
Eagles’ Wings.” Amanda Richards and 
Rachel Richards sang “Just Be Held.” 
Kathleen Kelly, Abi Volk and Katlyn 
Whynaucht sang “Blessings.” God’s Holy 
Spirit was at work during the weekend. It 
was relaxing and peaceful. It was an inspir-
ing and spiritually-rewarding weekend.

Carmella Weis

Women’s Weekends Accross the U.S.

There were 120 ladies, mostly from 
Southern California, but some from Ari-
zona, Oregon, Nevada and Washington, 
who experienced an outstanding Wom-
en’s Enrichment Weekend on Jan. 27-29, 
at the beautiful Embassy Suites in Santa 
Ana, California. The weekend, with the 
theme of “The Power of Encouragement” 
was hosted by the Garden Grove congrega-
tion. The theme was chosen from a survey 
with 10 possible ideas e-mailed to over 120 
attendees over the past couple of years—
and this theme was the runaway winner.

Many arrived Friday afternoon or 
evening, and settled in to relax. Over 20 
walked to a nearby Mexican restaurant 
to enjoy time together with new and old 
friends. On Sabbath morning Jim Tuck, 
pastor in Arizona, set the tone with a 
thought-provoking message—how would 
we encourage Job in his heavy trials? The 
sermon was preceded by exceptional 
special music selections, including a 
10-member women’s ensemble.

The theme was expanded in the Sab-
bath-afternoon sessions. Joan Tuck 
opened the afternoon with “The Path of 
the Encouraging Way,” followed by Deb-

orah Barr with “The 
Ultimate Encourager,” 
which pointed to God.

After a short break, 
Sheryl Nakashima 
shared “What’s in 
Your Mailbox?” which 
focused on sending 
cards as a prime meth-
od of encouragement. 
Carolyn Greinke then 
moderated an inter-
active discussion by 

tables, each discussing 
different aspects of encouragement with 
short summaries by a representative from 
each table.

A delicious Mexican buffet together 
capped off the day.

On Sunday morning, six ladies (Linda 
Api, Karen Efthyvoulos, Rocio Gonzalez, 
Jacqueline Milner, Tanya Olivarria and 
Jeanne Taber) shared personal examples 
encouraging us with their lessons.

On Sunday afternoon, after lunch and 
fellowship, Dianne Clark shared more 
aspects of giving and receiving encour-
agement. LeeAnn Luker capped off the 
day speaking on gratitude. Sylvia Kennedy 
expertly wove the presentations together 
as our moderator, and Judy Dyches pro-
vided elegant table centerpieces to set the 
physical tone.

To help encourage others, we held a 
fundraising raffle with over 30 donated 
items. We were able to donate a total of 
over $1,200 to Good Works and LifeNets.

Our ladies left our Women’s Weekend 
on a very positive note, feeling inspired, 
encouraged and ready to more fully apply 
the “Power of Encouragement” to others.

Jean Updegraff

Ladies Are Encouraged at Garden Grove’s 
Women’s Enrichment Weekend

Portland Women’s Enrichment Weekend

Approximately 45 women gathered 
from across the region for the South-
west Missouri seventh annual Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend in Nixa, Missouri. 
One woman commented that it was the 
best ever.

Activities began on Friday evening with 
a light dinner and get-acquainted activity. 
Steve and Evelyn Shafer journeyed from 
Michigan to join us this year. Mr. Shafer’s 
sermon was titled “A Mighty Warrior,” 
expanding on the godly role of women.

Evelyn Shafer kicked off our presen-
tations by reflecting on the “Doors of 
Opportunity” she has experienced in her 
Christian walk, and how prayer and Bible 
study helped her through new experi-
ences and trials. Other speakers included 
Lorraine Barnett, Jamie Justus, Delores 

Cook and Mary Woods. Carol Szym-
kowiak wrapped up on Sunday by figu-
ratively giving everyone a brand new red 
Corvette. She then walked through the 
concept “Is Prayer and Bible Study Your 
Life’s Steering Wheel or Your Life’s Spare 
Tire?” Mrs. Symkowiak challenged us to 
review all the many prayers in the Bible 
to learn and grow in our own prayer life.

This year’s service project supported 
Ambassador Bible College through our 
ever-popular silent auction. The money 
collected will go towards a scholarship 
for someone in need who wants to attend 
ABC. In addition personal hygiene prod-
ucts were collected for a local women’s 
shelter.

Food throughout the weekend was 
again provided by various church areas 

including Tulsa/Oklahoma, St. Louis, 
Springfield and congregations in Ala-
bama. This support helps keep this week-
end affordable for most.

Wonderful added values to the South-
west Missouri Women’s Enrichment 
Weekends are the activities for the men. 
On Sabbath afternoon, all interested 
gentlemen gathered at the Otts’ farm for 
a chili feed and great conversation. On 
Sunday morning they assembled once 
again for brunch at a nearby eatery. This 
has become a staple activity for the men 
and adds to the experience for all.

Some of the heartfelt responses includ-
ed the positive atmosphere, encourage-
ment, love and joy openly expressed. One 
woman commented that the weekend 
inspires her to serve more in her own con-

gregation. Several expressed appreciation 
for the concrete tools to improve their 
own prayer and Bible study. All in all, the 
comments reflected a feeling of inspira-
tion and camaraderie.

Merna Eppick

Southwest Missouri Women’s Enrichment Weekend

Carol Symkowiak speaks at the the Southwest 
Missouri Weekend. 
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Four beaming ladies at the Women’s Enrichment weekend in Garden 
Grove. 

Amanda Richards and Rachel Richards singing 
“Just Be Held” for sepcial music at the weekend. 
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The Dedication of the Church Building in Chipata
by Nawa Talama

The dedication and official opening of 
a church building to the Lord in Chipata 
went well on March 4, 2017.

There were 210 people who attended, 
including pastor Lewis VanAusdle, his 
wife Lena, Brennan Hilgen and his wife 
Michala, all from Malawi. From Mumbwa 
was deacon Maxwell Kasakabantu and 
his wife Joyce, from Lusaka my wife Feli-
cia and our son Muhau. The landowner, 
Margaret Chirwa, was also present. She 
gave the piece of land to our church. The 
occasion started with a Sabbath service 
at 10 a.m., with Mr. Hilgen giving the 
sermonette and the main message being 
given by Mr. VanAusdle. Both messages 
were highly appreciated.

After services, the building was dedi-
cated to the Lord and subsequently offi-
cially opened for church services and 
other church functions.

We broke for lunch and later came back 
for the question-and-answer session. The 
questions raised were about the Church 
doctrine and baptism. The people from 
Chiwoko requested a church building in 
their area, hymnals and also to be visited 
regularly for Bible studies and services. 
There are about 21 people who observe the 
Sabbath in their area. Chiwoko is far away 
from Chipata, and the people cannot go to 
Chipata for worship every Sabbath.

At the end of the function Mr. VanAus-
dle was presented with a pair of pigeons, 
and Mrs. Chirwa was presented with 
chickens as a way of appreciation for 
their attendance. Special thanks went 
to LifeNets president Beverly Kubik for 
their funding of the church structure, 
though not complete. The locals were also 
thanked for their labor in building the 
structure. Mrs. Chirwa was also thanked 
for giving the land to the Church.

It was such a happy occasion to have met 
with Lewis and his wife Lena after so many 
years had passed since they last visited 

Zambia. It was equally nice to have met the 
young couple Brennan and Michala. UN

Rwanda and Burundi Visit Report
by Antonio Ndung’u

Greetings. The following is a report of 
my visits to Rwanda and Burundi. These 
countries are now within the East Africa 
Community of Nations, and the church 
and prospective members happen to be 
overseen from the office in Nairobi. 

I left Nairobi for Kigali in Rwanda 
on March 1, 2017, by motor coach for a 
24-hour journey through Uganda and 
arriving in Kigali exactly 24 hours later 
at 4:55 p.m. on March 2. I checked into 
a local motel a few minutes from the 
Nyabugongo bus station. The following 
day our members Fabien and Michel Zil-
imwabagabo came in from Musanze so 
that we could map out our activities in the 
coming days. On the Sabbath of March 4, 
Fabien and I visited the Bugesera Bible 
study group in southeastern Rwanda.

The trip to this group was a three-hour 
journey by public transport and motorbike 
up to a rural town and to the homestead of 
Charles, the contact person of the group. 
Charles attended the Feast in Meru, Kenya, 
last year. We had a profitable Bible study, 
with Fabien translating into Kinyarwanda, 
since only three persons there can under-
stand a little English and French. They 
asked good and encouraging questions at 
the Bible study. 

There is, however, a dire need of Bibles 
in the Kinyarwanda language, which 
they requested to be assisted with. Due to 
regional government regulations requiring 
churches to be registered, they are required 
to meet in a rented hall until UCG receives 
formal registration in Rwanda. Charles 
and Fabien have been able to obtain tem-
porary registration-related certification 
as they await full government approval. 
They were very appreciative of the ongo-

ing translation of some key UCG booklets 
into Kinyarwanda. Fabien read for them 
certain sections of the draft copy so that 
they could understand better some of the 
topics we had covered during the question-
and-answer sessions. After three hours 
of Bible study and fellowship a taxi was 
called to take us to the border of Rwanda 
and Burundi, where Fabien and I spent the 
night at the Nemba/Gasenyi border.

The following morning we crossed the 
border after the necessary immigration 
formalities and exchanging of Rwanda 
francs into Burundi francs. Once in Burun-
di we took a taxi for a one-and-a-half-hour 
journey to Kirundo where we connected 
with another bus for an additional five-
hour trip to Bujumbura. From Bujumbura 
we took public transport for another hour 
and a half to Buganda village in Cibitoke 
province, arriving around 6 p.m. On the 
morning of March 6, Remy joined us as 
we rode motorbike taxis to the place this 
group meets for their Bible studies.

Again we had a very profitable Bible 
study, and this can be judged from the 
very good questions that were asked.

This group has transformed a great deal 
compared to the first time I visited. They 
are now very orderly, eager to understand 
the Truth and are requesting counseling for 
baptism. Three were counseled, and I see 
prospective baptisms in the group soon. 
Their contact person, Remy, only under-
stands French, Kiswahili and Kirundi. How-
ever there is one in the group, Charles, who 
understands English in addition to French 
and the native language. Charles, a musician 
and a good piano player, has been able to 
translate 15 UCG hymns into Kirundi. He 
is one of the individuals counseling for bap-
tism along with Remy.

After the Bible study and fellowship 
Fabien, Remy, Charles and another indi-
vidual proceeded to Remy’s home for 
lunch and further discussion on the needs 
of the work in Burundi. Just like the Bug-
esera group in Rwanda, this group also 
needs Bibles in Kirundi, in addition to 
translated literature into Kirundi. How-
ever, they said they would be okay with 
receiving translations in Kinyarwanda. 
The other request was for more pastoral 
visits if the budget would allow. After the 
afternoon lunch, fellowship and discus-
sion, Fabien and I were escorted to the 
bus, and we made the journey back to 
Bujumbura where we spent the night.

Early the next morning of March 7, 
Fabien and I departed by taxi for a four-
hour journey to the border town of 
Akanyaru, where we crossed back into 
Rwanda. Then we rode in a motor coach 
for another four hours to Kigali, the capi-
tal city, followed by a two-hour bus ride 
to Musanze, where we arrived at about 
8:15 p.m. In Musanze, I found lodging, 
and Fabien caught a motorbike to his 
residence, which was about 10 kilometers 
away. Due to the busy schedule in the past 

few days, March 8 was devoted to resting. 
I must admit that all those hours sitting 
in buses, matatus and motorbikes is very 
taxing on the back.

On Thursday March 9, Fabien, Michel 
and I travelled to Nyabihu to visit another 
Bible study group. Here only a few fami-
lies were available due to prior commit-
ments. We held a very profitable Bible 
study followed by a question-and-answer 
session. They asked very good questions, 
which in my opinion were an indication 
they understood the contents of what they 
are being taught. Fabien and Michel inter-
changeably visit this group that normally 
numbers about nine families. After the 
Bible study we travelled back to Musan-
ze. On March 10, I mentored Fabien and 
Michel and taught them how to conduct a 
services, prepare and give messages, pre-
counsel individuals inquiring about bap-
tism, etc. Afterwards we retired to prepare 
for the Sabbath.

On the Sabbath of March 11, we held 
a service at Musanze along with baptism 
counseling for about five individuals. I 

Some of the families who met at Nyabihu for Bible study.

Some of the brethren in the Chipata congregation. 

Please see page 14
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Letting Your Light Shine
by Steve Kennedy

The 16-year-old grocery store box boy 
felt invisible and unimportant. He had 
recently stopped attending the Protestant 
church he was raised in when he wit-
nessed his youth minister cussing out the 
church secretary. His home life was in tur-
moil, as his parents were battling through 
a contentious family matter. Things could 
hardly have been darker, and he wondered 
if life was worth living.

That day as he worked, a customer with 
a thick beard and sunny smile noticed the 
boy and said: “Hello there, young man. 
My name is Randy. What’s your name?” 
The young man mumbled something 
unintelligible, but Randy persisted. Mak-
ing eye contact with the troubled teen, he 
said, “No really, what’s your name?”

Feeling a little uncomfortable with the 
unusual attention, the boy replied. Now 
calling him by name, Randy inquired: 
“How’s life treating you? Things a little 
tough?” After receiving a shrug and 
another mumble, Randy picked up his 
grocery bag and told him: “Hang in there. 
It gets better!” He looked back, smiled and 
walked out the door.

Now the boy was intrigued. He had 
been noticed by an adult and not because 
they wanted something. Randy had spo-
ken to him and been kind. Days, perhaps 
a week, went by before the boy saw him 
again. “Hi! How’s it going?” Randy said. 

The boy gave the usual response and 
received another “Hang in there. It gets 
better!” as Randy exited the store. Anoth-
er week passed before the final interaction 
occurred, much like the previous. It con-
firmed that Randy was a kind person who 
could see the “invisible” teenager.

How often do we, as Christians, inter-
act with people who are struggling in the 
darkness of Satan’s world? How often do 
we see them? Really seeing the pain and 
struggle they are going through and then 
tossing them a life ring of hope? Some-
thing as simple as offering a few kind 
words or a gracious smile. Do we let our 
light shine into their lives?

Randy never said a word that would 
be considered “religious.” He was simply 
kind and genuine, letting his light shine 
into a dark life. We never know what 
seeds we may be planting for the future. 
As we move through life, in the light of the 
truth that God has shone into our lives, 
we could show that light to others.

We could notice the pain in another’s 
eyes, not just move past, never engaging 
or handing out hope. We could sow good 
seeds, rather than seeds that say, “I can’t 
be bothered.” Read Matthew 5:14-16 and 
recognize there is action involved! God 
expects people to glorify Him because we 
let the light He gave us shine! If we simply 
hide under a bushel, avoiding interaction 
with the people in darkness, how are we 
fulfilling that commission?

Three years after that last interaction, 
the young man stood outside a rented 
hall, prepared to endure two hours of 
preaching while attending his parents’ 
new church. He knew without a shadow 

of doubt that he would never return. He 
opened the door, stepped into the room, 
and as he glanced around, he saw some-
thing that made him laugh within him-
self, exclaiming silently to God: “Wow! 
You got me!” As he crossed that room 35 
years ago he knew he had found his spiri-
tual home and that he would never leave.

As I stopped in front of him, Randy 
smiled and said: “Hi, Steve! It took you 
long enough.” Without shrugging or 
mumbling I asked, “Why didn’t you tell 
me, Randy?” He stated, “It wasn’t your 
time yet.” To which I happily replied, 
“Well, I’m here now!” UN

Do we let our light shine in the world? God expects us to let the light He gave us shine. 

As part of an annual fundraiser to supple-
ment funding for preteen Camp NaCoMe 
(formerly Tomahawk), local pastor Gary 

Petty bravely put himself in the running for 
a pie in the face, alongside local members 
Matt Puckett and Tim Franke. For weeks in 
advance, three jars collected donations to 
decide who would be on the receiving end 
of the sugared shove of the tasty treat. Who 
would be pied?

On the evening of March 11, the final 
count was taken, and the answer came 
during a carnival fundraiser. But first, 
some context: Each year, Camp NaCoMe 
receives a subsidy from the home office 
for a number of things: camper scholar-
ships, funds to help eliminate costs for 
volunteer staff, funds to help offset and 
reduce camper tuition, etc. Each year the 
Nashville congregation also raises money 
to supplement the home office subsidy 
by holding bake sales, group garage sales, 
or other types of fundraisers. This year it 
held a silent auction and carnival activity 
after sundown for the congregation. Chil-

dren played games like ring toss, musical 
chairs, “dino dig,” and others to win tick-
ets that they could exchange for prizes. 

With all the donations and silent auc-
tion proceeds, the congregation raised 
$3,916. The money will be used for myri-
ad purposes: So far, more than $1,000 has 
been given in scholarships, seven new air 
rifles were purchased for riflery, plans for 
a potential caving activity are underway, 
and more.

By the time of the carnival, there was 
already a clear front runner for the pie: 
Tim Franke. But he very conveniently 
came down with a cold that Sabbath and 
didn’t come for services—or the carnival. 
So it was now down to just Gary Petty and 
Matt Puckett. A quick survey of the jars 
that night revealed lots of change, each 
peppered with five dollar bills, tens and 
even twenties. People were really getting 
into this!

In the end, Matt Puckett got pied. Bran-
don Ellithorpe did the honors. As with 
every pie-in-the-face moment, there was 
satisfaction in it—not least because it was 
for a good cause. But how much more 
satisfactory might it have been had the 
recipient been different? There’s always 
next year to find out.

Mitchell Moss

Gary Petty Puts Himself In the Running for Pie 
in Face at Nashville Preteen Camp FundraiserLocal ChurchUPDATES

Local ChurchUPDATES

Matthew Puckett with the pie in his face. 

“We never know what seeds we 
may be planting for the future. 
As we move through life, in the 
light of the truth that God has 
shone into our lives, we could 
show that light to others.”

Local Church Updates: 
Send us updates from your local con-

gregation! Have your pastor review what 
you write, and send it in to UN@ucg.org. 
We’re looking for 100- to 300-word articles 
and photos with captions. Please double-
check the spelling of names, and include 
the author’s and photographer’s names. 
E-mail is preferred.
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by Don Hooser

Aren’t you glad you’re a human being 
rather than an animal? But what is man? 
What makes a human human? That is the 
question addressed in this article.

The scientific name for humans is homo 
sapiens, which is Latin for “wise man.” 
People marvel at how smart some ani-
mals are, but nothing remotely compares 
with human intellect. Humans have free 
will, self-awareness and superb abilities 
to learn and reason. They can imagine 
and be creative, reflect on the past, con-
template the future, make plans, learn 
complex languages and math and sci-
ence, learn to write and communicate in 
sophisticated ways—the list could go on 
and on.

Human brains are similar to the brains 
of many mammals. In fact, some mam-
mals—whales, dolphins and elephants—
have brains larger than ours. But humans 
have minds with phenomenal wisdom 
compared to animals, and no biological 
analysis of brains can explain why.

Rather Than Merely Having Brains, 
Humans Have Minds!

In Genesis 1:26, God said, “Let Us make 
man in Our image, according to Our like-
ness” (emphasis added throughout.) In 
this verse, we think “likeness” refers to the 
design and shape of our bodies being like 
God’s body. So no wonder we humans have 
such an ideal design and functionality!

We think “image” refers to our minds 
being significantly like the mind of God! 
Our phenomenal mental and spiritual 
qualities are God-like qualities that dra-
matically distinguish us from animals 
(see Psalm 8!).

So what is the key ingredient that makes 
those minds amazing? It is the human 
spirit, also called the spirit of man!

That key component is absolutely not 
an immortal “soul” dwelling inside one’s 
mortal body. In the Bible, the word “soul” 
is basically a synonym for a person or a 
life. We don’t have souls inside us—we 
are souls! For a thorough understanding 
of that subject, please read our booklet 
What Happens After Death?

The Spirit of Man—the Human 
Spirit

The Bible mentions the human spirit 
in several places. Zechariah 12:1 says, 
“Thus says the Lord, who stretches out 
the heavens, lays the foundation of the 
earth, and forms the spirit of man with-
in him.” Creating the heavens and the 
earth—wondrous beyond words! Form-
ing the spirit of man within him—even 

more wondrous beyond words!
Job 32:8 says: “But there is a spirit 

within people, the breath of the Almighty 
within them, that makes them intelligent” 
(New Living Translation). It makes him 
homo sapiens—“wise man!” In this verse, 
“breath” (Hebrew neshamah) is simply 
a poetic way of referring to the “spirit” 
(ruach) in man.

However, Isaiah 42:5 uses the same 
Hebrew words to refer to God’s gifts of 
literal breath and literal spirit. This verse 
helps us to better understand the appar-
ent dual meaning of Genesis 2:7, which 
says, “And the Lord God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life; and man 
became a living being.” God gave Adam 
physical life by starting his breathing and 
God gave him spiritual life in the “image 
of God” by giving him the spirit of man.

When a Person Dies, What Happens 
to the Spirit of Man?

Ecclesiastes 12 metaphorically describes 
aging and death. Then verse 7 says, “The 
dust will return to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit will return to God who gave it.” 
This is a key point. When a person dies, the 
only component that survives is his spirit—
God takes his spirit to heaven. This word-
ing cannot be speaking of a “soul.” People 
who believe in immortal souls believe that 
only good souls go to heaven. This verse 
tells us that everyone’s spirit goes to heaven 
upon death!

Why does God take each person’s spirit 
to heaven? Because it is the permanent 
part of the person that needs safekeep-
ing until he is resurrected. It defines who 
he is—it is his full identity. It records and 
preserves his character, personality, mem-
ories and understanding. Then that spirit 
will be used as the code or “blueprint” for 
fully restoring all those features when the 
person is resurrected with a new body!

The spirit of man has no consciousness 
or functionality by itself. Ecclesiastes 9:5 
says, “The dead know nothing.” Compare 
with verse 10 and Psalm 6:5. Psalm 146:4 
says: “His breath goes forth; he returns to 
the earth; in that very day his thoughts 
perish” (Modern King James Version).

The dead have no consciousness, 
which is implied by the Bible’s most fre-
quent metaphor for death, which is sleep 
(Psalm 13:3; John 11:11-14). The dead 
will be awakened from the sleep of death 
in a resurrection (1 Corinthians 15:18-
23, 50-52; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-17; Job 
14:13-15; John 5:25-29).

Let’s compare the spirit of man with a 
DVD recording. A DVD disc is rather 

worthless by itself, but it becomes use-
ful and valuable when it is inserted into 
a DVD player. Likewise, a person’s spirit 
after his death has no “use,” function or 
activity until that spirit is put into his 
brain at the time of his resurrection.

What About the Gift of God’s Holy 
Spirit?

God’s desire is for everyone to even-
tually receive the gift of His Holy Spirit. 
A person receives that gift when he has 
understood and believed the gospel, has 
deeply repented of his sins, is baptized for 
the forgiveness of his sins, and the minis-
ter has prayed for that gift with the laying 
on of hands (Mark 1:15; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 
8:14-17; 9:17; 19:6; 2 Timothy 1:6-7).

Then one of the great purposes of the 
human spirit is fulfilled—to receive and 
integrate with the Holy Spirit. It is at that 
moment when God begins to look upon 
the person as being spiritually “convert-
ed” (Acts 3:19), a “new man” (Ephesians 
2:15), “a new creation” (2 Corinthians 
5:17), a “saint” (1 Corinthians 1:2), and 
one of the “sons of God” (Romans 8:9, 14, 
19). As Romans 8:16 says, “His Spirit joins 
with our spirit to affirm that we are God’s 
children” (New Living Translation).

Therefore a converted person’s spirit is 
a combination of the spirit of man and the 
Holy Spirit. Luke 23:46 tells us that when 
Jesus was about to die, He said, “Father, into 
Your hands I commit My spirit.” His spirit 
was His human spirit and the Holy Spirit.

First Corinthians 2:11 is highly instruc-
tive. To better understand it, consider this 
paraphrase: “For what man can under-
stand things on a human level except by 
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even 
so no one spiritually understands things 
on God’s level except by the Spirit of God.” 
Paul is comparing two great contrasts—the 
colossal contrast between animal brains 
and human minds, and the colossal con-
trast between the minds of people who 
lack the Holy Spirit and the minds of peo-
ple who have the Holy Spirit. Reading the 
entire chapter gives added understanding.

Every Person Is Threatened With 
Great Spiritual Danger!

The Bible clearly reveals that human 
nature includes a continual downward 
pull and temptation toward evil (see Jere-
miah 17:9; Romans 7:14-19; 8:7; Galatians 
5:19-21; Matthew 15:19).

Why is that? A major reason is the con-
tinual influence of Satan the devil. Ephe-
sians 2:2 speaks of Satan as “the prince of the 
power of the air, the spirit who now works 
in [disobedient people].” Satan “broadcasts” 

his influences all over the world. Because 
humans are spiritual, they automatically 
receive those broadcasts unless they are 
working to “submit to God” and “resist the 
devil” (James 4:7). As long as they regularly 
“draw near to God” (verse 8), God will “jam” 
and block those transmissions.

All human beings are vulnerable to the 
dangers from evil spirits. Because of that, 
in Ephesians 6:11, Paul wrote, “Put on 
the whole armor of God, that you may be 
able to stand against the wiles of the devil.” 
And then verses 12 through 20 describe 
the essential pieces of armor.

Prayer is one part of that armor (vers-
es 18-20). The “Lord’s prayer” is Jesus’ 
brief summary of what we need to pray 
about on a daily basis (Matthew 6:9-13). 
Verse 13 says, “Deliver us from the evil 
one.” Jesus might have meant all kinds of 
dangers, but He clearly was including the 
danger from Satan.

Rejoice! You Are Made in the Image 
of God!

Hopefully reviewing this fascinating 
subject in God’s Word has given you a 
greater appreciation for you—for what 
and who you are!

Let’s rejoice that we are human beings—
made in the image of God! Let’s be glad 
that we have the spirit of man, which gives 
us marvelous minds and that gives us the 
opportunity to receive the indwelling gift 
of God’s Holy Spirit! Then those who have 
the Holy Spirit and who remain faithful to 
God will receive the most precious gift of 
all—everlasting life! UN

The Wondrous Spirit of Man
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The Garden Grove, California, congre-
gation is blessed to have among its mem-
bers a very talented artist who contributes 
with her artistic abilities to many church 
functions. Karen Lewis has been a por-
trait artist at Disneyland for 25 years. She 
also makes the most delicious and beauti-
ful unleavened cookies on a stick for the 
children and the adults during the Days of 
Unleavened Bread.

This generous gesture of hers started 
as a treat for the children, but the adults 
enjoy the delicious cookies also, so she has 
now been making them for the majority of 
the attendees for the last few years. Every 
year for the Days of Unleavened Bread we 
look forward to seeing her gorgeous bas-
kets filled with edible “flowers.” They are 
also are a very attractive stage decoration.

Caty Seiglie

Ann Arbor, will 
Celebrate 50 Years 

We invite you to come and celebrate 
with us on July 22, 2017. We are planning 
a day of rejoicing, thankfulness and remi-
niscence on how Jesus Christ has provid-
ed for His bride these past 50 years in Ann 
Arbor, Michigan.

Sabbath services will begin at 2 p.m. at 
Heritage Hall in Saline, Michigan. Fol-
lowed by a buffet dinner at Weber’s Inn 
in Ann Arbor, Michigan, featuring herb 
crouton dressing with chicken veloute and 
slow roasted beef in a wine demi-glace.

A slide show presentation will be shown 
of our first 50 years as a congregation.

Dinner price is $25 for adults and $10 
for children ages 4-10. Children three and 
under are free. Please make checks pay-
able to United Church of God Ann Arbor. 
Mail to Ken Cooke 4204 Edgewood St., 
Dearborn Hgts, MI 48125 and indicate 
the size and ages of your group. Please 
include your address for acknowledge-
ment. Deadline for dinner reservations 
and payments is June 15, 2017.

If you would like further information, 
please contact Ken Cooke at 3john2@
peoplepc.com or leave a voice message at 
(313) 274-3646. 

The North Canton and Cambridge, 
Ohio, congregations are sponsoring their 
annual Troyer’s Hollow campout and 
young adult weekend over the weekend 
of June 23-25, 2017.

Come join us in the beautiful secluded 
hollow in Holmes County, in the midst of 
the largest Amish settlement in Ohio. We 
have reserved the whole hollow for most 
of the weekend, including two covered 
pavilions with full kitchen facilities and 
the bathhouse that contains good shower 
facilities.

Each campsite is $15 per day. Those 
attending various weekend activities but 

not camping may donate to cover the cost 
of facility rental. Local hotel accommoda-
tions are also available.

In addition to Sabbath services in a 
beautiful setting, the key features of the 
weekend include several Bible studies/
classes and interactive discussions. Sab-
bath services will be at 11 a.m. Troyer’s 
Hollow Weekend is a great time for fel-
lowship, spiritual edification and practi-
cal Bible application! More details will fol-
low and be posted on the North Canton 
local church website.

Mary Miller

powered drones over remote areas in 
Africa to provide Internet service to the 
poorest of people.

We as a Church intent on preaching 
the gospel of God’s Kingdom to the world 
must be prepared for the future. This 
includes mobile technology and portable, 
streaming video that proclaims the gospel 
of the Kingdom.

Over the past 24 months there has 
been a major shift in our approach 
towards streaming video technology. 
It’s a real game-changer. One reason for 
our major focus towards online video 
streaming technology is the rapid rise in 
Internet use and broadband use around 
the world.

Streaming TV Apps
In years past, the Church of God capi-

talized on the emerging media of the 
time—whether it was the printed word, 
radio or television. Today it should be no 
different.

In keeping up with the latest in tech-
nology, we have now finished developing 
a number of online and streaming apps 
for our Beyond Today video content. This 
enables our viewers to watch us right on 
their televisions as before, but through 
much more advanced and flexible means 

than is possible through only the broad-
cast, satellite and cable alternatives.

These new devices include Roku, Apple 
TV, Amazon Fire TV and a host of smart 
televisions (like Samsung). The idea is 
that whenever a person buys a new smart 
TV or streaming device, they will be able 
to install our Beyond Today channel right 
on it.

Note: We will have two versions of our 
apps—one that is branded for Beyond 
Today content and one that is branded 
for UCG content (like sermons and web-
casts). The BT ones are all operational, 
and now the UCG versions are being 
worked on.

Tell the Whole World!
Our job is to let the world—all nations—

know the Kingdom of God is coming; not 
when it’s going to come, but that it will 
come—and to instruct and give people 
some hope. There is precious little hope 
in this world for mankind!

We must give people a world to look 
forward to. We must not back away from 

the urgency to do the work of God. This 
is why we’re part of the firstfruits now, and 
this role must be taken seriously!

The apostle Paul, after his conversion, 
became one of the loudest proponents of 
the gospel of the Kingdom of God! First 
of all, we see gentiles keeping the Sabbath 
day holy. It is not just a Jewish observance, 
it’s for all mankind, and the early Church 
members knew that!

Chapter 13 of the book of Acts starts off 
Paul’s first journey to various outposts of 
the empire: “So when the Jews went out of 
the synagogue, the Gentiles begged that 
these words might be preached to them 
the next Sabbath . . . On the next Sab-
bath almost the whole city came together 
to hear the word of God . . . Now when 
the Gentiles heard this, they were glad 
and glorified the word of the Lord. And 
as many as had been appointed to eter-
nal life believed. And the word of the Lord 
was being spread throughout all the region” 
(Acts 13:42, 44, 48-49).

Back then it was the region. Today, it is 
the world! We have to work a worldwide 
work to all nations as we are able. The ave-
nue is open for participation that has not 
been there before—through new, power-
ful communication systems.

It is a work of making disciples. God the 
Father is the One who determines who 
the disciples are. We have to sow the seed 
broadly, and then God will determine 
where the fertile soil is. At the same time, 

not everybody is going to respond, so it 
will be a witness as well.

Sowing the Seeds
Time will tell, but we believe the seeds 

we are sowing will germinate and bear 
fruit at the appropriate time and as God 
desires. We have been given a job to do! 
Please pray for God to bless the vari-
ous efforts of His people to take care of 
Christ’s flock and preach the gospel of 
the Kingdom.

Jesus said: “Go therefore and make dis-
ciples of all the nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even 
to the end of the age” (Matthew 24:19-20).

The very power and authority of Jesus 
Christ has been given to His disciples—
you and me! He says to us to go you there-
fore and do the job at hand.

Jesus Christ is going to return to reign 
on this earth. We are to seek first the 
Kingdom of God (Matthew 6:33), but 
on a day-to-day basis God expects us to 
carry out the work He commissioned to 
His disciples. That’s to you and me! God’s 
Church is the means by which He is now 
preparing this world for Christ’s return! 
It is through us that He is preparing the 
future teachers of His Kingdom—to 
build a world for tomorrow through His 
Church today! UN

Continued from page 3

Technology

“We must give people a world 
to look forward to. We must not 
back away from the urgency to 
do the work of God . . . It is a 
work of making disciples.”

Troyer’s Hollow Campout and Young 
Adult Weekend

Up and Coming

Up and Coming

Last year at the the Troyer’s Hollow campout.

Karen Lewis of the Garden Grove, California, 
congregation.

Garden Grove Holy 
Day Cookies
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Lord your God with all your heart, with 
all your soul, and with all your strength” 
(Deuteronomy 6:5—the context explains 
why this statement is made!). In refer-
ence to the context, the Ten Command-
ments are restated in chapter 5, and the 
First Commandment is “You shall have 
no other gods before me.”

The Church of God has understood that 
God is one but also has gone on to under-
stand how God is one. This is an essential 
part of the message. John declares Jesus 
to be God in John 1:1-2. The chapter 
also discusses the relationship within the 
Godhead of the Father and Jesus before 
He became flesh, when He was flesh, and 
after His resurrection from the dead.

John would quote Jesus as saying, “I 
and my Father are one” (John 10:30). 
Jesus explains, “My Father is greater than 
I” (John 14:28). Jesus would also say: “He 
who sent me is with me. The Father has 
not left Me alone, for I always do those 
things that please Him” (John 8:29). One 
of the most profound statements that 
defines the relationship is, “I do nothing 
of myself, but as my Father has taught 
me” (John 8:28). And later, as John has 
recorded in His prayer in John 17, Jesus 
confirms the love the Father had for Him 
and says that the same love would be in 
His disciples. He also said that He Himself 
would be in His disciples.

I ask: What is the message when the 
relationship about God and Jesus Christ 
is described? It is a vital message for us.

A Second Example Is the Gospel 
Message

This message has been so distorted 
in the Christian world that it is hardly 
accepted that a literal kingdom will be 
instituted on this earth at Christ’s return 
complete with His saints who will “pos-

sess the kingdom.” One of the interpre-
tations of late-first and second century 
theologian Origen is that the Kingdom 
represents the hearts and minds of the 
faithful captured by the love of God and 
pursuit of Christian teachings. Eusebius, 
influenced by Origen, later represents the 
Kingdom as the Christian Church com-
posed of the faithful.

Paul says, on the contrary, and means it 
literally, that flesh and blood cannot enter 
the Kingdom of God, but that we will be 
changed from corruption to incorrup-
tion, from mortal to immortality. Jesus 
says, “Not everyone who says to me, Lord, 
Lord, shall enter the Kingdom of Heaven, 
but He who does the will of my Father in 
heaven” (Matthew 7:21). Jesus never got 
off-message, insisting that the Kingdom 
of God, which is the way his message was 
characterized by His disciples, was yet 
ahead of them and that entrance into it 
was through their resurrection from the 
dead. His message was continually, what 
one must do and believe to enter the 
Kingdom of God.

The apostle Peter, acknowledging the 
centrality of Christ’s role in the Kingdom, 
refers to it as “the everlasting kingdom of 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ” (2 Peter 
1:11). Jesus Christ is our Lord and Mas-
ter now, and He will reign supreme in the 
coming Kingdom (Revelation 17:14; Rev-
elation 19:16). As Savior of mankind, He is 
“the door” and “the way” by which we have 
access to God the Father and salvation in 
God’s Kingdom (John 10:9; John 14:6).

Luke records the account of all that 
Jesus “began to both do and teach, until 
the day He was taken up, after He through 
the Holy Spirit had given commandments 
to the apostles whom He had chosen, to 
whom he presented Himself alive after 
His suffering by many infallible proofs, 
being seen by them during forty days and 
speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God” (Acts 1:1-3, emphasis 
added). He never got off-message.

His Church was established and is being 
built by Him for the one purpose of calling 
people to achieve entrance into the King-
dom of God when Jesus will bring His rule 
to earth. The calling, of course, is unique, 
and His Church will have this foremost 
as its message—the great purpose of God 
and entrance into the Kingdom of God 
upon Christ’s return. Everything we teach 
has to do with that one purpose and must 
be related to that one purpose. “All things 
work together for good [even in tribula-
tion!] to those who love God and called 
according to his purpose” (Romans 8:28). 
When God calls us, it is for one purpose. 
When He allows trials, it is for one pur-
pose. God never gets off-message. When 
preaching the gospel to the world or to the 
Church, the message is the same. Every-
thing God says relates directly to this one 
idea—eternal life as one of His children in 
the Kingdom of God.

Personally, it is this one truth that sus-
tains me. The suffering of Jesus Christ tells 
us what He was prepared to go through 
so that we may have the same weight of 
importance in our lives. He wants us to 
stay on-message. There is a reason it is 
called the gospel of the Kingdom of God.

A Third Example: Various 
Calculations of the Hebrew 
Calendar

A lot of people want try to formulate a 
calendar that they claim to be revealed in 
the Bible. This is a prime example of some 
of the technical questions that we receive. 
“These are the Feasts of the Lord, holy 
convocations, which you shall proclaim in 
their appointed times,” Moses instructed 
the priests (Leviticus 23:4). It is not my 
purpose to explain the Hebrew calendar 
to you. I can and will explain the Holy 
Days and Feasts in relation to what God 
is doing. God’s Feasts were given accord-
ing to preset seasons alluded to in Genesis 
1:14. I am glad I don’t have to formulate 
a calendar. The Holy Days were given 

according to a calendar, and that calen-
dar has an origin long before the Church 
of God was established by Christ.

The message embedded in the Feasts 
and Holy Days is our responsibility to 
teach as we search out God’s great plan of 
salvation. God had this purpose from the 
beginning, and we have been the blessed 
beneficiaries of such knowledge. Our job 
is to stay with this message. Those who 
have devised a different calendar have to 
continually justify their position. How 
easy it is to lose the message!

Some 30 years ago, a minister friend of 
mine who had a rabbinic background gave 
a sermon titled “Keeping Time Together.” 
This is God’s intent, for the Body of His 
Son, who purchased the Church with His 
own blood (Acts 20:28), to work together 
in harmony and observe God’s Feasts and 
Holy Days in their appointed times. We 
don’t shirk our duty to proclaim the Feasts 
of the Lord, nor will we miss the message 
contained therein.

Paul tells Timothy, “If anyone teaches 
otherwise and does not consent to whole-
some words, even the words of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which 
accords with godliness, he is proud, 
knowing nothing, but is obsessed with 
disputes and arguments over words, from 
which come envy, strife, reviling, evil sus-
picions, useless wranglings of men of cor-
rupt minds and destitute of the truth” (1 
Timothy 6:3-5). Here the context begins 
in 6:1 and involves servants and believing 
masters and teaching otherwise.

The message from God doesn’t turn 
on a word. The understanding is in the 
context of the whole Bible. Every biblical 
writer knew what others who preceded 
them wrote and built on what they wrote 
as the work of God unfolded in their time. 
Every part of the Bible has to do with every 
other part. God has always had a message 
for man. It all contains the same purpose 
and God is clear in his message to us. Let 
us not miss the message. UN

Continued from page 3

Message

it to believe in Him and to become His 
subjects. Many thought He was going to 
establish the fullness of the Kingdom on 
earth right then—overthrowing Rome 
and restoring Israel to its once and future 
glory. But He didn’t, and here we are 
almost 2,000 years later and He still hasn’t 
returned to do that. So where does that 
leave us?

“To what shall I liken the kingdom of 
God? It is like leaven, which a woman 
took and hid in three measures of meal till 
it was all leavened,” Jesus said (Luke 13:20-
21). We are the leaven, and the world is 
the three measures of meal. When we are 
submitting to God, allowing His mind to 
be in us, yielding to His will instead of our 

own, doing His work, pointing people to 
God by the way we live our lives, He is 
quietly and almost imperceptibly working 
to expand His Kingdom and its influence 
on this earth.

Remember: At no point has God’s 
Kingdom ceased existing. Yes, for now it 
is not of this world, and the kingdoms 
of this world are under Satan’s domain 
(Ephesians 2:2; consider Matthew 4:9). 
And it is at a future point in time that 

Christ will return to intervene in human 
affairs and expand His Kingdom to 
include this world.

But in the meantime, we must be con-
scious that are not just waiting for His 
Kingdom to begin. We are part of it 
already. And the method by which God is 
expanding it right now is through us as we 
let Christ’s minds be in us. He began the 
good work, and has called us to continue 
it (Matthew 28:19). And in us individually 
He has begun a good work, which He will 
finish (Philippians 1:6). But for Him to do 
so requires that we let Him.

Letting go is not simply a matter of 
passively disengaging from life, focus-
ing solely on quitting sin. It is a matter of 
yielding to the will of God, letting go of 
our natural human mindset, and power-
fully wielding the Holy Spirit in service of 
the good news of God’s Kingdom. UN

Continued from page 6

Letting Go
“Remember: At no point has 
God’s Kingdom ceased existing. 
We must be conscious that 
are not just waiting for His 
Kingdom to begin. We are part 
of it already.”

am very positive that God is working 
with some of the individuals in these areas 
I visited and the prospect of baptisms in 
the near future is promising. After ser-
vices, fellowship, counselling and lunch 
I left and stayed overnight in Kigali. My 
back could no longer take the strain of 
a 24-hour bus ride home. So on Sunday 
morning I instead took a one-hour flight 
to Nairobi and arrived home safely.

Overall the safari to Rwanda and 
Burundi was very successful and profit-
able. Also having had the leaders there 
attend the Feast and leadership meetings 
annually with us here in Kenya has been 
quite beneficial. We thank God and ask 
that His will continue to be done. UN

Continued from page 10

Rwanda
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2017 Annual ABC Charity Auction
by Heidi Braun

After many weeks and months of plan-
ning, canvassing and practicing, the ABC 
class of 2017 put on the annual charity 
auction and live show at the home office. 
This year’s cause was that of raising mon-
ey to provide solar energy to the LifeNets 
business center in Malawi.

The running theme through the enter-
tainment this year was “Around the World.” 
As guests arrived, they were greeted by 
friendly faces, festive flags and finery from 
around the world. A delicious array of 
international appetizers was served in the 
cafeteria. Then the lights were dimmed, 
and the show was ready to start.

The acts featured places such as India, 
Australia, Mexico and even Amish coun-
try. Since the class has several interna-
tional students, many felt right at home. 
A carefully planned storyline tied in all 

the skits together—the tale of two ABC 
students who made a special plane trip 
around the world in search of the “cake 
prophet” and a missing legendary cake.

In between acts, Jason Lovrien and Aar-
on Jennings auctioned off a wide variety 
of delectable desserts—everything from 
giant peanut butter cups to luscious layer 
cakes. Also, in a separate room, a silent 
auction raised money by offering a variety 
of fantastic items. Gift baskets, toys, small 
appliances and handmade objects were 
just a few of the things sold. The entire 
event raised $7,471.

Guests enjoyed an evening full of music 
and laughter. And through this event, the 
students formed even more into a dynamic 
team. With special thanks to all that helped 
out, attended and donated, the class moves 
forward with added excitement to contin-
ue serving God’s people. UN

Aaron Jennings and Sarah Lucassen lead the final number of the live show. 

Our Duty to Love and Serve Others
by Lena VanAusdle

Our job is, quite literally, to love people. 
I mean as Christians, of course, but as a 
minister Lewis’ actual job is to love and 
care for people. We were (quite happily) 
serving in the northern Alabama area 
under the excellent instruction of David 
and Denise Dobson, when in July of 2016 
we received a call from Victor Kubik. They 
were considering transferring us (to Afri-
ca no less) for a short-term assignment. 
We moved to Lilongwe, Malawi, just five 
months later.

So why us? Why us might better be 
answered by Mr. Kubik and Ministerial 
and Member Services, but our guess is 
being childless and still just getting start-
ed in the ministry we’re relatively mobile. 
We’re also generally up for adventure; we 
love to travel and to experience different 
parts of the world, so in some ways we 
might seem an obvious choice.

So why here? The congregation in 
Lilongwe has been guided by the steady 
hand of Gracious Mpilangwe for the past 
few years, but being 250 (African) miles 
away in Blantyre, there’s only so much 
involvement he could have; and even 
less so further north in Mzuzu where we 
have another small congregation. Though 
Malawi is a small country, travel can be 
difficult, and making even shorter trips is 
long and arduous. Mr. Mpilangwe and all 
the congregations in Malawi needed the 
help of another elder.

So now what? So here we are living in 
Malawi, trying our best to love God and 
love His people, but we do have a purpose 
beyond being a warm body. The Lilon-
gwe congregation is filled with wonder-
ful people trying their best to follow God. 

There are some long-time members, but 
the congregation has grown in the past 
few years, so we have quite a number of 
newer folks just learning God’s truth. 
Like all congregations they need a shep-
herd and some stability to guide them to 
self-sufficiency. You see, we’re not actually 
the answer to that need in the long-term; 
we’re more like a placeholder. We’re here 
to offer stability and love so that the local 
leadership can be developed to carry on in 
caring for the congregation.

So what? What are the take-aways at 
this halfway point of our time here? First, 
we recognize that we are gaining so much 
by being here; more than we could ever 
hope to give back. For me this has been 
one of the biggest reminders of how des-
perately we need God’s Kingdom to come. 
It’s easy to lose sight of that when we live 
in a time of relative ease: cell phones, run-
ning water, electricity and plenty of food. 
We might not even realize we’re thinking, 
“I am rich, have become wealthy, and have 
need of nothing.” When things are good it 
can be easy to forget that we are actually 
“wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and 
naked” (Revelation 3:17). Malawi is one 
of the poorest countries in the world (any-
where from the poorest to the seventh 
poorest depending on the source and the 
measure used). Nothing is a given here; 
electricity is unreliable, running water 
comes and goes, the food supply is reli-
ant completely on whether the rains come 
and whether they come at the right time. 
Life is just plain hard here. And yet, in the 
midst of all of this, we have faithful breth-
ren who pray for God’s Kingdom to come 
and thankfully praise Him for providing 
another day. Lest anyone fear we’re lan-

guishing away here in Africa, gladly, we 
are not. Unlike many here, we have the 
means to purchase food when the grow-
ing season is bad, we have a generator 
for when the power goes out for hours 
(or days) at a time, and we can purchase 
drinking water when our faucet goes dry.

Second, we have a duty as Christians to 
serve others and obey God regardless of 
our circumstances; it doesn’t matter if we 
have a little or we have much. God expects 
us to serve Him and to serve others. Over 
and over again we see the faith of the wid-
ow’s mite played out before our eyes (Luke 
21:1-4). There is the member that earns 
the equivalent of $70 a month and the first 
thing he does is pay his first tithe and save 
his second tithe. And he does it joyfully. He 

is one of the most upbeat and joyful people 
I’ve met despite his difficult circumstances. 
There is also the member who was diag-
nosed with throat cancer earlier this year; 
he’s in treatment (when the hospital has 
the medicine he needs), but it has weak-
ened him. He is further weakened by the 
fact that he can only eat rice porridge for 
nourishment. He works when he can, and 
each week he comes to services and works 
with the young people, encouraging them 
to serve God, serve the Church and serve 
their communities (Galatians 6:10).

So then what? Then we leave knowing 
that our brethren in Malawi are strength-
ened, bound to each other in love and in a 
common goal: to serve God and enter His 
Kingdom. UN

Brethren from Mzuzu with volunteers Brennan and Michala Hilgen. 
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What’s New In MEDIA?

Title Host Literature Airing 
Period

Remembering the 
Sabbath

Darris 
McNeely

Sunset to Sunset: 
God’s Sabbath 
Rest

May 7-13

Shocking Teachings 
of Jesus: The 
Sabbath

Steve 
Myers

Jesus Christ: The 
Real Story May 14-20

What is the 
Abomination of 
Desolation?

Gary Petty
The Middle East 
in Bible 
Prophecy

May 21-27

Hard Questions: 
Why Does God 
Allow Evil? 

Gary Petty Why Does God 
Allow Suffering? May 28 - June 3

Television Airing Schedule

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 6-8: General Conference of Elders Annual Meeting, 
Cincinnati, Ohio

May 9-11: Council of Elders Meeting, Cincinnati, Ohio
May 19-21: Women’s Enrichment Weekend, Spokane, 

Washington
May 25-29: Singles of the Churches of God Weekend, Rapid City, 

South Dakota
May 28-31: Camp Nacome, Camden, Tennessee
May 22-26: ABC Continuing Education, Cincinnati, Ohio
June 4: Pentecost
June 9-11: Women’s Enrichment Weekend, Baltimore, Maryland
June 18-24: Camp Cotubic, Bellefontaine, Ohio
June 22-27: San Gil del Campo, San Gil, Santander, Colombia
June 23-30: Camp Pinecrest, Fredericktown, Missouri
June 23-25: Troyer’s Hollow Campout Weekend, Millersburg, 

Ohio
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We are going to feature the class of 2017 in the July-August United News. Please take 
a few minutes to answer these questions and send a photograph by June 7. Please keep 
it to 250 words maximum! Also include your phone number or e-mail address to use to 
confirm spellings, etc. (they will not be printed). Please send with a recent photo (con-
forming with biblical standards of modesty) of the graduate by June 7. Digital photos 
should be at least 800 pixels in their smallest dimension to print sharply. Send by e-mail 
to linda_merrick@ucg.org, or send by mail to United News, P.O. Box 541027, Cincinnati, 
OH 45254-1027. We may edit for clarity and/or length to meet the 250-word maximum 
length. Thanks and congratulations!

Here’s what to include:
Graduate’s name
Parents’ names (if high school grad)
Congregation
School, work, internship, co-op or other accomplishments
Interests, interesting facts about yourself, Church activities you’re involved in, hobbies, 

unusual skills, etc.
Plans after graduation
Additional comments (favorite scripture, favorite quote, motto, advice, poetry, wis-

dom, etc.)

Send in a bio and photograph to be featured in 
United News

Are you a graduating senior? 
Do you know a senior who is?

http://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/inside-united

