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by Frank Dunkle

On May 21, Ambassador Bible College 
conducted its 18th graduation. Twenty-
two students received diplomas of biblical 
studies, and four others who had audited 
classes or attended only one semester 
received certificates of participation. Along 
with a speech by class president Alex Love 
and a final performance by this year’s ABC 
chorale, the ceremony featured a gradua-
tion address by Darris McNeely in which 
he urged the graduates to “run with the 
horses.” This was in reference to Jeremiah 
12. Here Jeremiah seems to falter some-
what in his faith, but God admonishes him 
to rise up to the challenge and strive all the 
more to serve God and His people.

Aaron Dean and Jorge de Campos gave 
the Council of Elders Service Award to 
Keith Lippincott and Stephanie Tomes. 
This award recognizes excellent service 
to the class, the congregation and others. 
Victor Kubik and Aaron Dean gave the 
Ambassador Excellence Award to Joanie 

Nessa and Jason Lovrien. This award rec-
ognizes excellence in achieving the goals 
and ideals of ABC. A large number of fam-
ily and friends attended the graduation and 
joined in the following celebration in the 
home office and on its back lawn.

ABC continues to play a valuable role 
within the United Church of God, in pro-
viding a thorough academic study of the 
Bible for those who attend. While the 
intent is to ensure each generation under-

stands the truths that God has revealed to 
His Church, there is also an emphasis on 
preparing for service within the Church. 
Students get hands-on experience in vari-
ous aspects of service. This ranges from 
conducting social activities for the local 
congregation, to training and practice in 
making presentations within Sabbath ser-
vices. While ABC is not a ministerial train-
ing program, its graduates are expected to 
play an active role in God’s Church. UN
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Caring for God’s People

by Darris McNeely

Three times on the shore of the Sea of 
Galilee the soon-to-be apostle Peter heard 
these words from the resurrected Jesus 
Christ: “Feed my sheep.” This critical role 
of caring for those God adds to the Body 
of Christ is an ongoing job. It continues 
today in the United Church of God.

The stability and growth of the Church 
has always depended on having a dedi-
cated and trained ministry. We learned 
this lesson in the early days of our church 
experience. Ambassador College was 
largely begun to provide workers to care 
for the many parts of the growing work of 
God. As ministers were trained and sent 
out to pastor congregations, the Church 
grew and developed through the 1950s 
and 1960s. Our “seed corn” today derives 
from that period. We continue to nurture 
and to plant in God’s field of harvest.

Ministerial and Member Services 
(MMS) continues to develop education 
programs for the ministry of the United 
Church of God. In the past two years we 
have brought on 10 new trainees to help 
in the all-important job of caring for the 
membership. To equip these new train-

ees, and our existing base of elders, we 
are developing a comprehensive training 
program. Currently a five-member team 
of ministers form a group working within 
MMS to pull together existing training 

Please see page 17

ABC graduating class of 2017.

Annual General 
Conference of 
Elders
by Linda Merrick

Cincinnati, OH—The General Con-
ference of Elders (GCE) annual meet-
ing was held on the weekend of May 
5-8, 2017, at the Holiday Inn Eastgate 
near Cincinnati, Ohio. The conference 
theme this year was “Judgment, Mercy 
and Faith.”

The weekend started off with reg-
istration, international meetings and 
mentoring and ministerial training on 
Friday, May 5. That evening a welcome 
reception was held in the large Holiday 
Inn atrium for those attending.

On the Sabbath a Bible study titled 
“Practical Application of Judgment, 
Mercy, Faith” was given by Gary Petty, 
and a large number of elders and wives 
attended. Sabbath services followed at 2 
p.m. with split sermons given by presi-
dent Victor Kubik and chairman Donald 
Ward.

A group dinner was held in the eve-
ning, and almost all of the ministers 
and wives were there. Dr. Ward gave 
welcome comments, and after the main 
course he and Mr. Kubik coordinated a 
ministerial and employee recognition 
ceremony. A question-and-answer ses-
sion with the Council of Elders and 
administration was held later that 
night. Most years this event lasts for 
about an hour and a half. But this par-
ticular year it was a mere 30 minutes 
long. Questions revolved around plans 
for Ministerial and Member Services 
(MMS), results of the Beyond Today 
Live events, why some elders don’t vote, 
and whether women should write for 
United Church of God publications.

Sunday Business Meeting
On Sunday morning Dr. Ward called 

the main meeting to order at about 9 a.m. 
Last year’s minutes were approved, and 
balloting for new Council members, and 
other business was led by Gerald Seelig, 

Last year’s group at the Pastoral Development Program. 

Please see page 2
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GCE secretary. Dr. Ward then introduced 
Victor Kubik for his address to the General 
Conference of Elders. 

Mr. Kubik showed his appreciation for 
the spirit of fellowship amongst the elders. 
He touched on the reasoning for the 
recent Church-wide fast and pointed to 
the spiritual purpose of fasting: “to hum-
ble ourselves before God and draw closer 
to Him and to make His purpose our pur-
pose.” Mr. Kubik emphasized that what is 
important is that we develop strong rela-
tionships among God’s people and that we 
are ready to pass on knowledge and the 
work of the Church to the younger gen-
eration when the time comes. Mr. Kubik 
also touched on the questions about the 
structure and function of Ministerial and 
Member Services.

After Mr. Kubik address, Dr. Ward gave 
his address, which was focused on the 
importance of leadership—that we all must 
continually strengthen our relationship 
with God in order to make sure we are fol-
lowing Him and His way. He also pointed 
to the need for godly men and women who 
will stand in the gap and lead by example.

Treasurer Rick Shabi was then intro-
duced to report for Financial Services. He 
explained that the Church’s finances are in 
very good shape this year.

Next to speak was Peter Eddington, 
Media and Communications Services 
operation manager. Mr. Eddington spoke 
on how the the gospel needs to go to the 
entire world just as Paul spoke of the gos-
pel in his ministry. He also gave an update 
on the proposed new video recording stu-
dio. The goal is to break ground around 
July of this year. He also touched on the 
new booklet Angels: God’s Messengers 
and Spirit Army and gave an update on 
the Beyond Today Live events. There were 
17 events total with 579 new people who 
came to see and hear our BT presenters in 
a live setting.

The last person to speak before lunch was 
Greg Thomas, pastor in Cleveland, Ohio, 
who led the GCE in honoring the elders and 
wives who died this past year. After lunch 
Aaron Dean, international advisor, gave 
his international report and concluded this 
portion of the GCE presentations.

Roundtable Discussions
After Mr. Dean’s report, Chris Rowland 

took the stage to lead the roundtable ses-
sions. This portion was a huge success 
because it gave many of the elders and 
wives time to interact with each other and 
help work through situations they either 
have encountered or might encounter dur-
ing their ministry. Discussions during the 
roundtable session were thorough and deep. 
There were many lessons and stories where 
elders were able to glean from each other.

The three topics during the roundtable 
discussions followed the theme of this 
year’s conference: judgment, mercy and 
faith. During the discussion on judg-
ment the topics included: What kind of 

responsibility does a pastor or elder have 
in the area of judgement when a couple 
asks a minister to marry them? How can 
we keep ourselves and members from 
judging others before getting the whole 
story? Can you have forgiveness without 
reconciliation? How do we interact with 
those in the church who are struggling 
with same-sex attraction?

When talking about mercy the talk 
revolved around whether there can be 
mercy without judgment coming first. 
Also, how can we have mercy on those 
who have made decisions in their life they 
regret? For example: a woman whose hus-
band is not in the Church; she found out 
she is pregnant and had an abortion. She 
is emotionally damaged. How long should 
a suspended member stay away from 
church, and when should they be allowed 
back? Many more scenarios were covered.

The last topic was faith. Topics revolved 
around how faith and works work togeth-
er. Questions focused on: How to put faith 
into action; how to help the members in 
the congregation mature in their faith; 
allowing a safe place for members to share 
their doubts and struggles with faith; how 
God shows His faithfulness to us.

After the roundtable discussions Ger-
ald Seelig announced the ballot results.

In the evening there was another group 
dinner and fellowship time where elders 
were able to strengthen friendships and 
relationships with fellow elders and wives. 
Later in the evening there was a seminar 
by Scott Ashley titled “Remez: Key to 
Understanding Several Gospel Puzzles.” 
Remez is a Hebrew word that means hint, 
clue, a look back at something. Mr. Ashley 
showed several New Testament scriptures 
that have a key word or clue connected to 
an Old Testament scripture and how the 
audience at the time would have under-
stood the references.

Monday Seminars and Discussion
Monday started off with a ministe-

rial wives meet-and-greet followed by a 
ministerial wives workshop roundtable 
discussion coordinated by Lisa Fenchel 
and Beverly Kubik. The main scripture 
that was focused on was Colossians 3:12-
14, with a special emphasis on forbearing 
(bearing with) and forgiveness.

The first part of the discussion focused 
specifically on forbearing—with discus-
sions on what prevents us from bearing 
with others. How can we overcome these 
obstacles? And how do our experiences 
effect our approach to people we come 
in contact with and benefit them? There 
was also much discussion on how to apply 
this concept by focusing on principles to 
“bear with” others and what are we invest-
ing when we do bear with others.

The second part focused on forgive-
ness. The discussion was on how we can 
move past anger so our spiritual life is not 
hindered. How can we help foster a spirit 
of forgiveness among God’s people? Also, 

how does unforgiveness hurt those with 
whom we are closest? What steps can we 
take to move towards reconciliation and 
restoration?

After the women’s session (and the brief 
break the men had), everyone was brought 
back together for the rest of the day. There 
were three separate study seminars present-
ed throughout the day. One of the seminars 
was “Addressing the Influence of Multicul-
turalism in Our Congregations” presented 
by Charles Melear. It was on how to interact 
and talk to members who may have hard-
hitting questions such as “Should I go to my 
homosexual sister’s wedding?”

Another seminar was titled “Disciple-
ship and Opportunities for the Church” 
by Darris McNeely. It focused on how 
ministers have to point people to Christ 
through the love that is in their hearts and 
that an environment for growth within 
each congregation needs to be created.

The last seminar was “Aging and Succes-

sion: Pastoral Leadership” by Bill Bradford. 
Mr. Bradford took the positive approach to 
focus the group on the fact that the minis-
try is not necessarily aging. He pointed to 
the fact that God is involved, and the truth 
will be passed down to the next generation. 
The truth is not going away.

At the end of the day everyone recon-
vened in the main hall where final bal-
lots were confirmed by secretary Gerald 
Seelig, and Dr. Ward gave his concluding 
comments. Steve Myers led the assembled 
ministers and wives in a traditional final 
hymn, and David Mörker delivered the 
closing prayer. UN

Voting
Approve the 2017/2018 Strategic Plan: 
 Yes 246; No 16— Passed
Approve the 2017/2018 Operation Plan: 
 Yes 240; No 21— Passed
Approve the 2017/2018 Budget: 
 Yes 240; No 21— Passed
Approve the proposed amendment to Constitution Section 5.1.1(1)—
amendment to the governing documents: 
 Yes 143; No 18— Failed
Approve the Proposed Revisions to the Rules of Association: 
 Yes 227; No 23— Passed

Above: Ron and Janet Barker with others during the roundtable discussions.  
Below: Donald Ward, Bill Bradford, Jenny Bradford, and Victor Kubik. Mr. Bradford was presented a 
plaque for 50 years of service in the ministry. 

Council of Elders Seats
Rainer Salomaa 
 (new, international)
Aaron Dean (reinstated)
Don Ward (reinstated)
Dan Dowd (new)
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By the time you are reading this, one fis-
cal year will have ended and another will 
have begun for the Church. In the Finan-
cial Services area, we are preparing for the 
annual audit of our financial statements 
and systems. The results of that audit will 
be published in United News in early 2018.

We continually express our gratitude to 
God for the financial and other blessings 
He provides, and we are grateful to the 
faithful members, coworkers and donors 
whose tithes and other contributions sup-
port the multifaceted work we are com-
missioned to do.

The Bible has a lot to say about money 
and finance. When we follow those princi-
ples faithfully, blessings inure to the giver 
and to God’s church and people.

While the Church is a spiritual Body, it 

relies on tithes and other contributions to 
fund its efforts. This is by God’s design.

For example, God instructs that we pay 
a tithe of our income to Him. All we have 
comes from God, so it is reasonable and 
proper to honor Him with the first tenth 
of all we earn.

“Bring all the tithes into the storehouse 
and try Me now in this . . . If I will not open 
for you the windows of heaven and pour 
out for you such blessing that there will 
not be room enough to receive it,” God 
says in Malachi 3:10.

“But this I say: He who sows sparingly 
will also reap sparingly, and he who sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully. So let 
each one give as he purposes in his heart, not 
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a 
cheerful giver” (2 Corinthians 9:6-7).

Imagine that. God blesses us for giving! 
First tithes and general offerings are used 
to fund the operations, ministry, local 
churches and public proclamation efforts 
of the Church. Those types of offerings are 
labeled as “Contributions” on our audited 
financial statements.

Beyond the first tithe, God instructs us 
to also save a tithe so that we may keep 

by Anthony Wasilkoff

As we ride in a vehicle along any high-
way, we frequently see milestone markers 
telling us how far it is to a particular desti-
nation. They can be small signs beside the 
road with a simple distance indicator on 
them. Or they may be large signs showing 
how far it is to multiple destinations. They 
help a weary traveler measure the progress 
of the trip.

Businesses and nonprofit organizations 
use milestone markers in their project 
management to mark off goals along the 
timeline of a project. Recently UCG uti-

lized a type of milestone marker for fund-
raising for the new media center.

In everyday life, we find additional 
milestone markers. These are any actions 
or events that demarcate a significant 
change or stage in our development. 
They may cover physical, social and emo-
tional achievements as well. Parents are 
enthralled to behold the milestones met 
as their babies learn to smile, laugh out 

loud, roll over, crawl and eventually take 
their first step or say their first word. To 
achieve these milestones usually requires 
much interaction and opportunities to 
learn and grow.

There is also the milestone of a child 
starting school, be it kindergarten or first 
grade. The little boy or girl is carefully 

Milestones
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“God is aware of all our needs, and He expects us to be aware of the needs—including financial 
needs—of others as well.”

Everyone experiences milestones in their life. What is the progress in your trip through life? 

RICK SHABI
Treasurer and 
Financial Services 
Operation Manager

“All we have comes from God, 
so it is reasonable and proper to 
honor Him with the first tenth 
of all we earn.”
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The Dating Dilemma

by Scott Hoefker

Parents and teens, there’s a question that 
arises, usually at the early teen stage that 
we sometimes dread: “Dad, or Mom, is it 
okay to develop a steady relationship with 
or date someone who is not in agreement 
with our core set of values or beliefs?”

This question comes up at our United 
Youth Camps each year. It’s a genuine 
question, and it deserves a biblically 
based answer.

As human beings we desire relation-
ships with others. God created us as social 
beings. Genesis 2:18 states: “And the 
Lord God said, ‘It is not good that man 
should be alone; I will make him a helper 
comparable to him.’” Then God instituted 
marriage (Genesis 1:24). Here we see in 
principle that God desires for men and 
women to develop relationships leading 
to marriage.

We know that not all dating leads to 
marriage, nor should it, but oftentimes 
it does, and that is a good thing. Dating 
is not only designed to ultimately “find 
someone” to marry, but to develop our 
social and interpersonal skills in relating 
with others.

Let’s first come to understand that mar-
riage is more than simply girl meeting boy 
and boy meeting girl and how they “feel” 
about one another. Marriage is a lifelong 
commitment until death, and a key ele-
ment of mature understanding is to real-
ize the importance of compatibility in 
many areas of life. There are already tan-
gible challenges in any relationship that 
are already in play from the outset—two 
unique individuals, two unique genders, 
two unique personality types, and two 
unique sets of family ways—all of which 
will take the course of a lifetime to meld 
into a bonded marital unit.

Scripture asks us to consider, “Can two 
walk together unless they are agreed?” 
With that said, let’s now realize that the 
various differences stated in the previ-
ous paragraph are extremely common 
and are, in one sense, a given going into 
marriage. Plus the reality of life is that 
opposites often attract under that veneer 
of what your eye is drawn to. We should 
ask God to direct us to a mate who will fill 
us out and make us complete as a person 
as we grow in love and understanding. 
But there will be more than a few hurdles 
along the way with one another to test 
and develop that love and give it stick-
ing power. That’s why it’s so important to 
share not only like religious beliefs, but a 
developing faith and surrender towards 
God’s will in which both the man and the 
woman can “submit to one another [both 
husband and wife] in the fear [respect] of 
God” (Ephesians 5:21). 

As you can readily see there are enough 
differences and challenges that will come 
that most people don’t think about as they 
stare at one another in starry-eyed won-
derment across a table. That starry-eyed 
wonderment in itself is a beautiful thing, 
but the truest beauty in life is spiritually 
growing together as a couple as you keep 
your eyes on God to bind you together 
and lift you up over the built-in hurdles 
of this divinely ordained institution of 
marriage. Marriage was designed to help 
us grow up and give ourselves to another 
human being whom we love so much, but 
is also so very different.

Does God have anything to say in His 
Word about this question of “dating out-
side the faith”? Maybe we can phrase the 
question better this way: “Should I date 
someone who is not part of the church I 
attend?”

Proverbs 4:23 tells us to be extremely 
careful about our affections: “Above all else, 
guard your heart, for it is the wellspring of 
life” (New International Version).

We humans are often prone to giving 
our heart away too easily. That being so, it 
is wise not to date someone whose beliefs 
or faith may lead us away from God and 
His way of life. God says to “guard” our 

heart or our emotions. We must be very 
careful to not let our emotions rule over 
our head.

Ancient Israel was warned not to inter-
marry with the nations around them lest 
their heart be turned from Him in Deu-
teronomy 7:3-4: “Nor shall you make 
marriages with them. You shall not give 
your daughter to their son, nor take their 
daughter for your son. For they will turn 
your sons away from following Me, to 
serve other gods; so the anger of the Lord 
will be aroused against you and destroy 
you suddenly.”

God records these specific instructions 
in His Word for our benefit and protec-
tion because He is our Heavenly Father. 
He shows us that following beliefs and 
ideals that differ from His Word will cause 
a lot of heartaches. God’s instructions are 
always for our good, not harm.

One of my favorite scriptures is Prov-
erbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all 
your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding; in all your ways acknowl-
edge Him, and He will make your paths 
straight.” There are a lot of nuggets of 
wisdom in this passage that also apply to 
dating and marriage. We are instructed 
to not trust ourselves or our own under-
standing in life, including our personal 
relationships. Rather, ask God for His 
will, according to His instructions, to be 
done in our lives.

Yes, we are smaller as a church so there 
may not be a lot of teens or young adults 
where we attend Sabbath services. It can 
be easy to lose hope in the fact that God 
promises great things for us all and we 
may begin to struggle with building rela-

tionships. Our faith struggles at times. We 
may begin to build a romantic relation-
ship with someone who does not believe 
as we do.

We’ve seen a few examples where some-
one started to date a person with a differ-
ent set of beliefs, and eventually that per-
son began to live by the same principles 
we uphold from God’s Word, and became 
a member of “the church.” But that’s been 
more the exception than the norm. There 
is no guarantee if that person will ever 
become a member of the Church. Only 
God the Father can call anyone to salva-
tion (John 6:44-65).

Let’s look at what God’s Word says. We 
can always depend on God doing His part.

The following are excerpts from the 
United Church of God’s administrative 
policy statement “Marrying Outside the 
Faith.” The full statement can be found at 
www.ucg.org/members/study-papers.

“We find instructions in the Old Tes-
tament in which God warned Israel not 
to marry people of other nations and cul-
tures because they would likely lead them 
into idolatrous beliefs and practices. Exo-
dus 34:11-16; Deuteronomy 7:1-6.

“Solomon, king of Israel, sinned by 
marrying wives from other nations who 
over time led him into worshipping other 
gods in accordance with their idolatrous 
practices. Wise as he was, Solomon is 
cited as having been unable to withstand 
the enticing influence of wives whose reli-
gious practices and standards were differ-
ent from his own. 1 Kings 11:1-5.

n More and more voices in society attempt to challenge 
the basic principles from God’s Word in regard to marriage, 
claiming it’s out-of-date and seeking to change its definition. 
And along with that, some of those same principles for 
dating are being ignored. There’s much to be said about these 
relationships God instituted, beginning when He first made 
man and woman, and continuing throughout the Bible.

Please see page 22

A question that many teens may ask is “Should I date someone who is not part of the church I attend?” 
Scripture does warn us to “guard our hearts.” As Christians we must be careful not to give our heart 
away too easily. 

“Dating is not only designed 
to ultimately ‘find someone’ 
to marry, but to develop our 
social and interpersonal skills in 
relating with others.”
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by  Scott Ashley

Since the beginning of the United 
Church of God, we have believed and 
taught that the One who interacted with 
people during the Old Testament period 
as God on behalf of God the Father was 
the divine Being who was later born in 
the flesh as Jesus Christ. What is the 
scriptural foundation from which we 
draw this belief?

A primary reason is that Scripture 
repeatedly tells us that no one has seen 
God the Father at any time. For example, 
the apostle John makes this quite clear in 
John 1:18: “No one has seen God at any 
time. The only begotten Son, who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He has declared 
Him” (verse 18).

John had just explained in this chapter 
that he was a personal eyewitness of “the 
Word” who became flesh as Jesus Christ, 
so this cannot refer to Him. The “God” 
whom no one has ever seen at any time 
thus has to be referring to the Father.

Notice also that John says that Jesus 
Christ “declared” the Father. Other ver-
sions translate this as “made him known” 
(New International Version, English 
Standard Version, New Revised Standard 
Version) or “reveal[ed] Him” (Green’s Lit-
eral Translation).

Now, if God the Father was known to 
the Israelites as God during the Old Tes-
tament period, why would Jesus need to 
make Him known? That doesn’t make 
sense. There’s no need to reveal the Father 
if the Father was already known when 
Jesus came.

John repeats this exact same statement 
in one of his epistles: “No one has seen 
God at any time” (1 John 4:12).

We also see two such explicit state-
ments from Jesus Christ Himself. Notice 
John 5:37: “And the Father Himself, 
who sent Me, has testified of Me. You 
have neither heard His voice at any time, 
nor seen His form” (emphasis added 
throughout).

And just to be clear, Jesus again says that 
no one has ever seen the Father in John 
6:46: “No one has seen the Father except 
the one who is from God; only he has seen 
the Father” (New International Version). 
Here Jesus plainly says that no one has 
seen the Father except the One who is 
from God—referring to Himself. He alone 
has seen the Father. No human being has 
ever seen the Father.

The Biblical Record of People Who 
Saw God

But in the books of the Old Testament 
period we see that a number of people did 

see God. They include:
• Abraham (Genesis 12:7: 15:1; 18:1).
• Isaac (Genesis 26:2, 24).
• Jacob (Genesis 28:13; 32:30; 35:9-10).
• Moses (Exodus 3:6; 33:11, 21-23).
• Moses, Aaron and the 70 elders of Israel 

(Exodus 24:9-11).
• Joshua (Joshua 6:2).
• Gideon (Judges 6:14).
Nearly all of these are described as 

face-to-face encounters. Two are specifi-
cally described as visions, including one 
of these encounters with Abraham and 
one with Jacob. But in addition to those 
visions, Abraham and Jacob had face-to-
face encounters with God also—during 
which Abraham ate a meal with God and 
Jacob wrestled with God.

In these various encounters, the “God” 
who appeared and spoke with these indi-
viduals is identified as “God” (Elohim), 
“the Lord” (Yhwh or Yahweh), “the God 
of Israel,” “the God of your fathers,” “the 
God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and 
the God of Jacob,” “God Almighty” (El 
Shaddai), “the word of the Lord,” “the 
Angel of the Lord,” “I AM WHO I AM” 
and “I AM.”

How Do We Reconcile “No One Has 
Seen God at Any Time” With the 
Many Individuals Who Saw God?

Earlier we saw multiple statements 
from the apostle John and from Jesus 
Christ Himself that no one has seen the 
Father at any time. So who did these 
individuals see when they saw God? The 
only way we can make sense of this is to 
understand that no man had seen God the 
Father at any time.

What they saw as recorded in these 
many passages, and at other times when 
God appeared to individuals, was the 
Word who was God (John 1:1), the One 
who was born in the flesh as Jesus of Naz-
areth. With this understanding, which 
has been the belief of the Church of God 
for decades, there is no contradiction. We 
know that “Scripture cannot be broken” 
(John 10:35).

What Scripture reveals is that Jesus 
was the One who interacted with the 
patriarchs and prophets and the people 
of Israel as the Lord or God on behalf of 
the Father. They never saw the Father, but 
only the Word or Spokesman of God, who 
came to reveal the Father.

Various scriptural passages show that 
the God who communicated with them 
was the Messenger of another who was 
also God. Still, the One who became the 
Father was not generally known to the 
Israelites.

Again, the One who appeared and 
spoke to people as God was the One who 
became Jesus Christ. Jesus Himself clearly 
said this, and the people who heard Him 
knew that was exactly what He meant. 
Notice this in John 8:57-58, where Jesus 
was in a heated debate with some of the 
Jews who opposed Him, and He said that 
Abraham rejoiced to see His day.

“Then the Jews said to Him, ‘You are 
not yet fifty years old, and have You seen 
Abraham?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Most 
assuredly, I say to you, before Abraham 
was, I AM.’”

Here Jesus specifically told them of His 
divine identity—that He existed before 
Abraham, and then that He was the God 
who had interacted with people during 
the Old Testament period. Who did He 
specifically claim to be?

We find the answer in Exodus 3:13-
14, where God appeared to Moses at the 
burning bush and told Moses that He 
would deliver the Israelites out of their 
Egyptian slavery.

“Then Moses said to God, ‘Indeed, when 
I come to the children of Israel and say to 
them, “The God of your fathers has sent me 
to you,” and they say to me, “What is His 
name?” what shall I say to them?’ And God 
said to Moses, ‘I AM WHO I AM.’ And He 

said, ‘Thus you shall say to the children of 
Israel, “I AM has sent me to you.”’”

And 15 centuries later, who did Jesus 
say He was? Going back to what we just 
read in John 8:58, “Jesus said to them, 
‘Most assuredly, I say to you, before Abra-
ham was, I AM.’”

And notice what happened immediate-
ly after Jesus said these words: “Then they 
took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus 
hid Himself and went out of the temple, 
going through the midst of them, and so 
passed by” (verse 59).

The Jews who heard Jesus say these 
words knew exactly what Jesus meant—
that He was claiming to be the “I AM” 
who had interacted with Moses. And how 
did they react? They immediately took up 
stones to stone Him to death for claiming 
to be God.

New Testament Writers Applied 
Prophecies of “the Lord” to Jesus 
Christ

Let’s notice a prophecy in Isaiah 8:13-14, 
which reads: “The Lord of hosts, Him you 
shall hallow; let Him be your fear, and let 
Him be your dread. He will be as a sanctu-
ary, but a stone of stumbling and a rock of 
offense to both the houses of Israel . . .”

This prophecy foretold that “the Lord 
of hosts” would be a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense. So whom did the 
title or name “the Lord of hosts” refer 
to? We find the answer in 1 Peter 2:7-8: 
“To you who believe, He [Jesus Christ] 
is precious; but to those who are disobe-
dient, [He is] .  .  . ‘a stone of stumbling 
and a rock of offense.’”

Who Was Jesus Christ Before His Human Birth?

Please see page 22

“What Scripture reveals is 
that Jesus was the One who 
interacted with the patriarchs 
and prophets and the people of 
Israel as the Lord or God on 
behalf of the Father.”
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by Tom Robinson

The New Testament declares: “In the 
beginning was the Word, and the Word 
was with God, and the Word was God . . . 
All things were made through Him, and 
without Him nothing was made that was 
made  .  .  . And the Word became flesh 
and dwelt among us . .  . the only begot-
ten of the Father” (John 1:1-3, 14). And 
other passages affirm that God created all 
things through Jesus Christ (Ephesians 3:9; 
Colossians 1:16-17; Hebrews 1:1-2).

God the Father is certainly the Cre-
ator—with Christ as His Agent. Never-
theless, the fact that Christ did the work 
of all creation makes Christ the Creator 
as well (unless we would imagine Him 
as a mere mechanical tool or power with 
zero thought or input or creativity in what 
He was given to do—which we do not). 
Based on Scripture, the Church of God 
has specifically proclaimed Christ as the 
Creator along with the Father in its litera-
ture going back more than 60 years.

The fact is, God is the Creator—both 
the Father and Christ, with Christ execut-
ing the will of the Father. If Jesus made 
everything, then He is the Maker (at the 
Father’s behest). A maker is one who 
makes. If Jesus is the One who brought 
everything out of nothing—as He clearly 
did—then He is the Creator (again, of 
course, at the Father’s directive, so that 
they are both Creator). We’ll see more 
evidence of this as we examine the mat-
ter—along with why it’s so important to 
understand this properly.

“Remember Your Creators”
Jesus is specifically presented in Scrip-

ture as Creator along with the Father.
Ecclesiastes 12:1 tells us to remember 

our Creator while we’re young. But, as 
many commentaries acknowledge, this 
verse literally translated says, “Remem-
ber also thy Creators  .  .  .” (Young’s Lit-
eral Translation). The word here is plu-
ral. Some will argue that this is merely a 
majestic plural for a singular Creator—
just as they argue for the plural forms 
Elohim and Adonai.

However, we understand that these other 
words refer to an actual plurality that can 
be used in a singular way (just as “United 
States” is plural in form but is used with 
singular verbs, yet with an actual plurality 
of states being behind the name).

In any case, the actual word used in 
Ecclesiastes 12:1 is Creators. So the 
Bible explicitly acknowledges a plurality 
of Creators, just as it does a plurality of 
God Beings. There are two Creators, just 
as there are two who are God—the One 
who became the Father and the One who 
became Christ, the latter following the 
will of the former.

And again, Scripture says that all cre-
ated things were created through Christ. 
This means Christ did the creating. If 
He did not, what would we call what He 
did? Made? Built? He called things out of 
nothing into existence (Psalm 33:6). That 
is creating. And since He did that, He is 
Creator. Not exclusively or even primari-
ly, of course, because He was following the 
will of the One who became the Father. 
Nonetheless, Jesus shared in the role of 
Creator along with the Father, though in 
a subordinate position.

Christ an Assembly-Line Worker?
As an analogy to God creating through 

Christ, the Church has in the past used 
the illustration of Henry Ford being the 
creator of the Ford automobile, though 
using workmen on an assembly line to put 
the cars together. This is a valid analogy 
that was meant to show how the Father is 
Creator without doing the actual work of 
creation. It was not meant to deny Christ’s 
role as Creator, as He was referred to as 
Creator in the same context.

Of course all analogies break down. In 
this case, the Word who became Christ 
was not just an assembly-line worker 
among many assembly-line workers put-
ting various parts of the creation in place. 
Rather, Jesus made everything that exists 
except for Himself and the Father! If Ford 
automobiles and all their parts were all 
made and put together by one single per-
son, we would probably be inclined to call 
that person the maker of the Ford auto-
mobile along with Henry Ford himself—
especially if this person also had input 
into how the cars were to be made.

No doubt, the One who became Christ 
was involved in the planning and design 
of the universe. As I asked earlier, do 
we imagine that the Father determined 
everything with zero input from the 
Word? You know, God set up headship 
in the family to follow the pattern of the 
God-plane relationship. A man does not 

rule his family with zero input from his 
wife. He receives counsel from his wife, 
and the two come to decisions together, 
with the husband as head having the final 
say. This is how the Father and Christ 
rule, to be sure.

Let me give another car analogy. If I take 
my car to Firestone to be repaired and a par-
ticular mechanic who works there repairs 
my car, who is the repairer of my car? Fire-
stone? Yes. That particular mechanic? Yes. 
They are both the repairer of my car. If I said 
that Firestone repaired my car through this 
particular mechanic, would that mean this 
particular mechanic was not the repairer of 
my car? Of course not.

Here’s another analogy. If a Renaissance 
patron commissioned an artist like, say, 
Leonardo da Vinci to paint a particular 
painting with a list of desired details, who 
would be called the painter of that paint-
ing? Most likely the artist, even though 
both the patron and the artist would have 
brought it into existence. I bring this up to 
show that analogies can work at odds from 
what is trying to be shown. A difference 
between this scenario and creation is that 
the patron would not be as involved in the 
painting as God the Father was in creation. 
Of course, this brings up the question of 
how much personal creativity the Word 
was allowed in creation—and the answer 
is that we simply do not know because 
Scripture does not say. Of course, even if 
every tiny detail had to have the Father’s 
explicit approval, we would still expect that 
the Word had at least some input.

The Originator of the Creation
Some might think of the Father exclu-

sively as the Originator or Source of cre-
ation. But we must consider Revelation 
3:14, where Jesus refers to Himself as the 
arche of the creation of God. The Greek 

word here is often translated “begin-
ning”—being the same word used in 
John 1:1 (“In the beginning [arche] was 
the Word”). We know Revelation 3:14 
can’t mean that Jesus was the first thing 
created, as He was uncreated. What, then, 
does it mean?

Other versions translate the word here 
as “origin” (AMP, GNT, Moffatt, NRSV), 
“source” (CEV, GW, NABRE, REB), 
“prime source” (NEB), “primeval source” 
(LB), “ultimate source” (Cassirer, JB), 
“originator” (CSB, HCSB, ISV, LEB, NET, 
TLV), “beginner” (Fenton), and “ruler” 
(CEB, CJB, ERV, EXB, ICB, NCV, NIV).

The word “ruler” might seem an 
escape from the conclusion that Jesus 
is the Source of creation, but it’s not the 
straightforward meaning. And if Ruler 
is intended, the sense would be one who 
begins something, the first cause. Note the 
first three definitions of arche in Thayer’s 
Greek English Lexicon of the New Testa-
ment: “1) beginning, origin; 2) the person 
or thing that commences, the first person 
or thing in a series, the leader; 3) that by 
which anything begins to be, the origin, 
the active cause.”

So who leads the way in creation? Is 
it Jesus Christ, as Revelation 3:14 would 
seem to say, or God the Father? Such a 
dilemma regarding this verse arises only 
if we fail to acknowledge Christ as the 
Creator along with the Father.

The most likely proper translation of 
Revelation 3:14 is that Jesus is the Orig-
inator or Source of creation. But that 
does not exclude the Father from this 
role. He is likewise the Originator and 
Source of creation. This is a role They 
share as God—both of Them as God 
being Creator.

Who Is Our Creator?
n God created all things through Christ. Does that make 
Christ the Creator along with the Father? Or should only the 
Father be called the Creator?

Please see next page

Ph
ot

o 
by

 L
in

da
 M

er
ric

k 



7    United Church of God, an International Association  united news july-august 2017 

We should also note another Greek term 
derived from arche—the word archegos. 
This related term is sometimes translat-
ed “ruler” or “prince,” but at other times 
“author,” as in “Jesus, the author [archegos] 
and finisher of our faith” (Hebrews 12:2). 
Where some Bible versions translate 
Peter’s statement in Acts 3:15 as telling 
people they “killed the Prince [archegos] 
of life,” other versions have “author of life” 
(CEB, CJB, DLNT, DRA, ESV, TLB, MSG, 
NABRE, NASB margin, NIV, RSV, NRSV, 
TLV, VOICE), “source of life” (CSB, GW, 
HCSB, ISV), “originator of life” (LEB, 
NET), “maker of life” (WYC), or “Creator 
of Life” (MEV). Jesus is the Creator of life!

This scriptural presentation of Christ 
as sharing in the role of Creator in no way 
diminishes the Father. The Originator 
and Source of creation is God—and that 
includes both God the Father and Jesus 
Christ. Of course, the Father is supreme 
in this role. He is the Supreme Being. And 
Christ was and always is submitted to Him. 
We are further told that we are to honor the 
Son just as the Father (John 5:23).

On the other hand, it does diminish 
Christ to not recognize Him as the Creator 
He is—to deny Him the honor of His actual 
role. Jesus was much more than an assem-
bly-line worker in the Father’s creation.

“In Him All Things Consist”
Colossians 1:17 says of Jesus that all 

things were made “through Him and for 
Him . . . and in Him all things consist,” 
including all principalities or angelic 
powers in the spirit world, making Him 
preeminent. There are some important 
things to note here.

First, everything was made not just 
through Christ but for Him. We should 
notice that the Eternal (Yhwh) God in 
Isaiah 43:7 tells Israel that all were creat-
ed for His own glory. What makes sense 
of this is to realize that the God who was 
speaking to Israel—who calls Himself the 
Creator in verse 15—was the One who lat-
er became Jesus Christ who was speaking 
collectively for Himself and the Father. 
Moreover, all things were made to be put 
under the rule of Christ, who Himself is 
under the rule of the Father.

Second, the declaration in Colossians 
1:17 that in Christ all things consist means 
that everything exists because of Christ. If 
the focus here were on the Father as Creator, 
it would say that all things exist because of 
the Father. But it doesn’t, though that’s also 
true. The focus here is on Christ as the One 
through whom all was created—that is, on 
His role as Creator.

Third, this verse states that Christ is 
preeminent over all principalities or 
angelic powers by virtue of having cre-
ated them all. This is quite revealing. The 
Father could have directly created these 

principalities Himself, but He did not—
He gave that to Christ to do so that Christ 
would be their Creator and Ruler because 
of that, with the Father still above Him 
of course. If Jesus was just an assembly-
line worker in the creation process, how 
would that establish His preeminence 
over the principalities? Quite certainly, 
these spirit beings understand Christ to 
be their Maker, not just a worker in the 
creation process.

The Maker and Father of Mankind
In Acts 17:28, Paul says to the men of 

Athens about the true God, “For in Him 
we live and move and have our being.” But 
is this true of only God the Father? It was 
just stated in quoting Colossians 1:17 that 
in Christ all things consist, and Hebrews 
1:3 says Christ sustains all things by the 
word of His power.

Continuing in Acts 17:28, Paul concurs 
with the Athenian idea that we are God’s 
offspring. This is by virtue of creation, 
and not yet by God spiritually begetting 
people. All human beings are the sons of 
God by creation in God’s image and like-
ness on a physical level, Adam being the 
son of God (Luke 3:38).

So who was the Father of humanity in 
terms of physical creation? Only God the 
Father? No, for Jesus also bears the name 
“Everlasting Father” (Isaiah 9:6). Con-
sider further that Jesus said He is “the 
Root and Offspring of David” (Revela-
tion 22:16). That is, He is both the Ances-
tor and Descendant of David. He is also 
called the Root of Jesse (Isaiah 11:10; 
Romans 15:12). How is Jesus the Ancestor 
of Jesse and David? By being the Father of 
the human race as the Creator!

Clearly, God the Father is also the Father 
of the human race as Creator, as Jesus told 
His disciples that God the Father was His 
Father as well as their Father before they 
received the Holy Spirit (John 20:17). Of 
course, spiritual begettal is of God the 
Father, though He and Christ then send 
and supply the Spirit to us, as Scripture 
attests (John 14:26; 15:26).

Our Creator’s Death to Atone for 
Our Sins

Finally, we need to recognize, as the 
Church has long taught, that as the Maker 
of the human race, Christ’s life was more 
valuable than the sum total of all human 
beings. So only His sacrificed life—that of 
the Creator—could pay the full penalty of 
sin for all mankind.

If Christ is not our Creator, then how 
does His sacrifice pay for the sins of all 
those created? Just because He was a 
worker in the creation? This does not 
readily follow.

Clearly this is a very important mat-
ter. Let’s hold fast to this wonderful truth 
we’ve been given—that Jesus Christ is our 
Creator along with the Father, and that 
through the sacrificed life of our Creator 
we can all receive redemption. UN

Continued from previous page

Who Is Our Creator?

Is the Father Exclusively the Creator 
in the Old Testament?
Scripture is clear that God created all things through the Word who 
became Christ (John 1:1-3, 14). However, some would argue that 
references to the Creator and to the lord (Yhwh or Eternal) God of the 
Old Testament apply exclusively to the Father.

How, then, can they explain this important statement in Isaiah 44:24? 
“Thus says the lord [Yhwh], your Redeemer, and He who formed you 
from the womb; ‘I am the lord [Yhwh], who makes all things, who 
stretches out the heavens all alone, who spreads abroad the earth by 
Myself’” (emphasis added).

How can Yahweh or the Eternal here be exclusively God the Father in 
stating that He did the actual work of creation alone and by Himself? 
The New Testament says that the Father did not do the actual work 
but that the work was all done through the One who became Christ 
(John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15-16; Hebrews 1:1-2).

If we accept the New Testament, then the Eternal God speaking in 
Isaiah 44:24 can only be the One who became Christ—speaking 
of Himself or of Himself and the Father collectively as God. Clearly, 
this Old Testament verse cannot apply exclusively to the Father as 
the Creator God. In fact, this verse frankly eviscerates that notion.

In the first of the Fundamental 
Beliefs of the United Church of 
God (the part that appears in our 
constitution), it’s stated that we 
believe in one God, the Father, 
and that He through Jesus Christ 
is the Creator. Someone might 
conceivably misconstrue this to say 
that we do not believe that Jesus is 
God and that we do not believe He 
is Creator along with the Father.

Yet consider that the same 
Fundamental Beliefs number one 
says that we believe in one Lord, 
Jesus Christ—and this clearly does 
not mean that we think Christ is 
exclusively Lord and that the Father 
is not Lord. Scripture is explicit in a 
number of places that the Father 
is Lord. The Father and Christ are 
both Lord. They are both God. And 
they are both Creator.

The particular profession of one 
God, the Father, and one Lord, 
Jesus Christ, is taken from 1 
Corinthians 8:6. We accept this, yet 
it requires some explanation as to 
why it does not contradict other 
passages. We’ve given a thorough 
exposition of this verse in a sidebar 
in our Trinity booklet (see “There Is 
One God, the Father . . . and One 
Lord, Jesus Christ”).

As with interpretation of the 
nation’s constitution, we should not 
be mere textualists in interpreting 
the belief statements in the 
Church’s constitution—as just 
reading the words could perhaps 
yield a variety of meanings. Rather, 
we must take a constructionist or 
originalist position—that is, we 
should adhere to the meaning 
understood by those who 
established the constitution. In this 
case, it would be at the founding of 
the United Church of God.

The position of the Church at that 
time, and it remains today, is that 
Jesus Christ was the Creator on 
behalf of the Father—as it had 
been for at least four decades 
prior. And this was generally 
understood by United’s ministry 
at the time—as it still is. So that 
is how the part of Fundamental 
Beliefs number one taken from 
1 Corinthians 8:6 should be 
understood, this being the intent 
in which it was adopted as part of 
the Church’s constitution.

Jesus as the Creator along with the 
Father is the established doctrine 
or teaching of the Church—and, 
more importantly, this is the clear 
message of Scripture.

Regarding Fundamental Beliefs 
Statement No. 1 About God
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Green Pastures and Still Waters
by Rebekah Drury

March 1, 2017
At 2:30 a.m. I received an alert on my 

cell phone for a flash flood warning. I 
cracked our master bedroom door open 
so that if our two daughters (7 and 9 years 
old) got scared they could crawl into our 
bed. At 2:35 a.m. I received another alert, 
this time it was for a tornado warning. 
Any other day I typically would have dis-
missed this, rolled over, and gone back to 
sleep. However, I heeded this warning.

Looking back I know God instilled 
urgency in me. Not fear, but urgency. “For 
God has not given us the spirit of fear; 
but of power, and of love, and of a sound 
mind” (2 Timothy 1:7).

I then woke up my husband and said, 
“Get dressed; we have to go to the base-
ment.” As he was getting dressed, I ran to 
our daughters’ bedroom and woke them 
up saying the same thing. As I was stand-
ing in the middle of their room the air 
pressure changed instantaneously. The 
air was thick and it felt like it was clos-
ing in on me. With even more urgency I 
screamed, “We have to go now!”

We ran out of their room, across the liv-
ing room and kitchen, then they headed 
down the basement stairs with me to fol-
low and then my husband. We were half-
way down the stairs when a large crash 
and shake occurred. We screamed, and 
as my husband recounts, he didn’t know 
if a feather pillow exploded, seeing white 
fluffy stuff fly down the stairs. We later 
realized he was being shot in the back of 
the neck with insulation, which means the 
ceiling of our kitchen that we just run past 
had fallen down. The white fluffy stuff 
was the insulation from our walls and 
ceilings. We didn’t have five seconds to 
spare, as we were halfway down the stairs 
when the tornado hit. God’s timing was 
perfect, as always!

As we slid under the stairs we held the 
girls as they were shaking. Nausea set in 
as we sat there for 30 additional minutes 
waiting for the storm to pass. I called fam-
ily members to check in on them, and as 
we sat there my husband decided to check 
out the house and see if there was dam-
age. He was gone for about 10 minutes, 
and when he returned he simply said, “I 
need to find an escape route.” My heart 
sank realizing our house was destroyed.

I called my dad and said we would be 
on our way to their house, as our home 
was destroyed, but God indeed protected 
us in the middle of a tornado. For 23 days 
my parents graciously provided a room 
in their home for us to stay as we collect-
ed remains of baby pictures and cloth-

ing. We currently are still working with 
our insurance adjuster and builder. Our 
home is scheduled to have a demolition 
and rebuilding date of June 1.

Looking back on this horrific event, I 
take a note that our lives can easily parallel 
a leaf. A leaf grows on a tree, so delicate and 
fragile as our lives. A leaf has many differ-
ent paths to take. It can stay connected to 
the trunk of the tree and grow to produce 
fruit. Or it can be torn from the tree, tossed 
to and fro in the wind just as Ephesians 
4:14 says: “That we be no more children, 
tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine.” God and His infi-
nite mercy allowed us to stay on the tree. 
He allowed us to have life and to continue 
growing, hopefully with much fruit.

April 9, 2017
I received a phone call from my dad, 

possibly the worst phone call I will ever 
receive. This phone call informed me that 
my niece, 22 years of age, was airlifted to 
the University of Cincinnati Hospital. My 
husband and I were in the middle of clean-
ing for the Days of Unleavened Bread and 
Passover. My niece’s parents (my brother 
and sister-in-law) were hours away as they 
were getting ready for the Passover service 
at another congregation. My husband and I 
dropped everything and rushed to the hos-
pital to be by my niece’s side. As our family 
gathered around her side for the next six 
days, our hearts grieved for a mind that 
was no longer present.

April 14, 2017
My beautiful niece died. She left her son 

of 7 months old, whom our family will 
care for over the days and years to come.

April 23, 2017
My brother and sister-in-law held a 

memorial service for their sweet daugh-
ter. It is this day we had to bury her so 
prematurely.

Present Day
Where do we go from here? Our home 

is gone; our hearts are broken. One of our 
ministers came up to me on the Last Day 
of Unleavened Bread. He simply said: “You 
have been through so much. It is okay to 
pray for green pastures and still waters.” 
Wow. My prayers usually are geared toward 
helping me overcome my weaknesses and 
my sins. But to pray for green pastures and 
still waters has never occurred to me. “He 
makes me to lie down in green pastures: 
He leads me beside the still waters” (Psalm 
23:2, emphasis added throughout).

Green Pastures
Scripture says He makes me lie down 

in green pastures. I tend to be a very 
analytical person, overthinking much of 
the time. As I analyze what green pas-
tures means it occurs to me that at times 
my thoughts run wild. Scripture says 
to bring every thought into captivity: 
“Bringing into captivity every thought to 
the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 
10:5). Scripture also tells us to think of 
good things: “Finally brethren, whatso-
ever things are true, whatsoever things 
are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever 
things are lovely, whatsoever things are 
of good report; If there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these 
things” (Philippians 4:8). It also says we 
need to have the mind of Jesus: “Let this 
mind be in you, which was also in Christ 
Jesus” (Philippians 2:5).

It occurred to me that praying for green 
pastures allows Jesus to make me lie down 
and rest. I must not overthink and dwell 
on the thoughts that He would not have 
me dwell on. I must allow Him to give my 
mind rest.

Still Waters
“He leads me beside the still waters.” What 

does this mean as I continue analyzing? He 

leads me to peace and comfort. This peace I 
cannot obtain on my own. He must fill my 
heart and mind through His Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter, with daily peace.

Surrender Completely
In two months we have lost our home, 

our physical possessions, and my beauti-
ful niece. What have I learned through 
this process? So much. But if I had to 
choose one word it would be “surrender.” 
Every storm, every tornado, every trial, 
every wind, every heartache, every loss, 
I must surrender. I must surrender my 
heart, and I must surrender my mind. 
I must allow Christ to take that burden 
when my human nature battles within 
my mind. I must surrender to the green 
pastures and still waters. It’s the only way 
I can get through.

People have suggested that I allow God 
to carry me, but I didn’t really know what 
this meant until the tornado occurred. I, 
physically, emotionally and spiritually, 
have felt our loving Father in His ten-
der mercies carry me. All I have to do is 
be still, and He carries me. “Be still, and 
know that I am God” (Psalm 46:10).

There have been days I stare into space 
out of shock, days I’ve cried out in anger, 

The Drury home after the tornado hit their neighborhood. 

Please see next page
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and days when human nature creeps in 
and my mind wanders off the beaten path. 
It is then I repent, refocus and surrender. 
I lift my hands to our omnipotent Father 
and say, “I am yours and You are mine.” I 
am his daughter. And He is my God.

Behold, I Make All Things New
Our home and contents will be restored. 

Through this process we are seeing that 
God is blessing us so much. Our home 
will be rebuilt and our lives will move 

forward. We are being blessed with a new 
home. However, our family is left with a 
crack in our hearts. I long to see my niece 
again. As I said my goodbyes to her in the 
hospital I told her I read Revelation 21:1-
5 to our daughters that morning. Verse 
5 says, “Behold, I make all things new.” I 
told my niece the next time I see her in the 
resurrection she will be made new. “And 
I heard a great voice out of heaven say-
ing, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is with 
men, and He will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people, and God Himself 
shall be with them, and be their God. And 
God shall wipe away all tears from their 

eyes; and there shall be no more death, 
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain: for the former 
things are passed away.’ And He that sat 
upon the throne said, ‘Behold, I make all 
things new’” (Revelation 21:3-5).

Her mind will be made new; her body 
will be made new. I long for this day 
and what joy and hope it gives me in the 
midst of heartache. This is what it means 
to rejoice in trials. “Rejoicing in hope; 
patient in tribulation, continuing instant 
in prayer” (Romans 12:12). I rejoice in 
hope. I will see her beautiful blue eyes 
again. In the midst of tornados let us not 

be tossed to and fro, but let us grow much 
fruit as God wills and purposes for us.

Let us lift our hands to our merciful 
Father and say, “I am yours and You are 
mine,” in complete surrender, for His grace 
is sufficient. “And he said unto me, ‘My 
grace is sufficient for you: for my strength 
is made perfect in weakness’” (2 Corinthi-
ans 12:9). Let us surrender our minds to 
lie down and rest in green pastures. Let us 
allow Him to lead us to still waters, being 
filled with comfort and peace. May we con-
tinually seek the green pastures and still 
waters that only He can provide in times 
of trials and tribulations. UN

Learning the Bible Through “Signs”
by Frank Dunkle

How much effort am I willing to make 
to understand God’s Word? I hadn’t 
thought that I took this special gift for 
granted before, but in the course of the 
past school year, I’ve watched the example 
of a Bible student who has had to work 
far harder than me, probably more than 
almost all of us. With God’s help, he’s 
overcome obstacles that might easily have 
caused me to give up. The student’s name 
is Josue (pronounced like “hoe-sway”) 
Lopez, and I think you’ll find his story as 
inspiring as I do.

Josue e-mailed me shortly after the 
Feast of Tabernacles in 2016. This was 
early in my first year as coordinator of 
Ambassador Bible College. He wanted to 
apply to attend the following year—but 
there was a complication. Josue is deaf. 
No deaf student had ever attended ABC 
before. I know from teaching in public 
universities that providing sign language 
interpretation in the classroom is no small 
matter. It requires well-qualified signers; 
it requires support from teachers and 
administrators; and it is very expensive. I 
wrote back to Josue to tell him that I was 
supportive of his desire to attend ABC, 
but I just didn’t see how we could over-
come all the obstacles.

Josue would not give up on his desire 
to study God’s Word. He contacted me 
again and again; he was determined to 
let nothing stand in his way. I had no 
idea then of how many obstacles and 
challenges in life he had already met 
and surmounted.

Josue was born in an agricultural region 
of Mexico, and a childhood medical crisis 
left him deaf at the age of nine. Because he 
had been able to hear and speak Spanish, 
he became skilled at reading lips. Howev-
er, upon moving to Southern California at 
age 13, he met an entirely new challenge. 
He had to learn English and American 
Sign Language, both at the same time, and 
with practically no help at all! Fortunately, 
Josue is intelligent and very observant. He 
felt lost for a time, but eventually adapted 
his lip-read to English, and he learned 
ASL well enough to become a college 

tutor and volunteer teacher. He was able 
to finish high school, earn a two-year col-
lege degree and work to support himself. 
But at that point an even bigger challenge 
loomed ahead.

In the summer of 2013, Josue’s father 
handed him a book titled Mystery of the 
Ages. Josue had never heard of the author, 
Herbert Armstrong, and he ignored it for 
several months. But then, during time of 
emotional difficulties, he decided to read 
that book. More than that, he compared 
what it said to his Bible, and from that 
time forward his views of God and of 
Christianity changed dramatically.

In time Josue learned the location of 
the United Church of God congregation 
in San Diego, and one Sabbath he decid-
ed to try attending. There were no ASL 
interpreters there, but Church members 
did their best to make Josue feel welcome 
and to communicate as best they could. 
One lady realized that her smart phone 
could display in writing the words she 
spoke, and so the communication gap 
was bridged by a variety of means. In their 
“talking” Josue learned that in a few days 
would be the Feast of Tabernacles. He 
determined to attend, even though there 
was no plan to have deaf interpretation at 
the San Diego site that year.

At the start of the Feast, the site coor-
dinator, Robin Webber, asked if anyone 
attending knew ASL. It turned out that 
some members did—and they were will-
ing to devote their time and energy to 
helping Josue. During the Feast he attend-
ed an informational meeting about ABC, 
conducted by long-time coordinator Gary 
Antion. Shortly afterward was when Josue 
sent that first e-mail to me. At the time I 
saw no way that a deaf student could suc-
cessfully attend ABC.

Happily, I was wrong. This May Josue 
graduated from ABC along with several 
other remarkable students. That accom-
plishment was the result of a lot of work, 
not only by Josue, but also many volun-
teers from the local congregation, not to 
mention the other students.

To overcome my skepticism, Josue 
looked into a variety of ways that he 

could successfully attend ABC. He con-
tacted members in the Cincinnati con-
gregation who do ASL interpretation to 
seek their help. He arranged a transfer 
within the national restaurant chain that 
employs him, so that he could continue 
to support himself while in Cincinnati. 
He investigated voice-recognition soft-
ware, learning that some of our congre-
gations use that to help deaf members 
understand Sabbath services. I could say 
that he simply wore down my objections, 
but really what he did was to realistically 
face the obstacles to his goal, and with 
determination he found ways to sur-
mount them. Again, I have to wonder 
if I would have persevered in that way. 
I know that having watched him, I’m 
determined to make myself work harder 
to overcome.

Though I admit that early on it was 
sometimes annoying to respond to one 
e-mail after another when I didn’t think 
a deaf student could come to ABC. In the 
long run, I’m glad I was proved wrong. 
Josue made friends, fully participated, and 
was as much a part of the class as anyone, 
(with one of the best attendance records!). 
As hard as he has worked, though, Josue’s 
accomplishment is not his alone.

The other students immediately 
worked to learn some ASL signs, and 

some have become fairly adept. Six 
Church members who sign, led by Deb-
bie McNeely, set up a schedule for vol-
unteering their time to interpret classes. 
They provided services that would have 
cost thousands and thousands of dollars 
if done by professionals. Another mem-
ber, who has training in live-captioning 
Sabbath services, volunteered to type a 
number of classes, and a handful of stu-
dents also took on that task.

I should add a disclaimer to say that as 
happy as our volunteers were to help, they 
are also glad to now have a rest. We are not 
equipped to adequately provide for a deaf 
student every year at ABC, but it is good 
to know that it has been done. With help 
from enough people, it probably could be 
done again in the future.

This article isn’t meant as an advertise-
ment for ABC. Rather, it’s an advertise-
ment for the determination and perse-
verance in studying God’s Word that one 
young man has demonstrated. It is an 
example for me, and for all of us. Josue 
knows that he has not yet attained all that 
God has in mind for him. He plans to con-
tinue studying and continue striving for 
God’s way. That is also an example and an 
inspiration. May we all strive and work 
nearly as hard as this student has in the 
calling God has given us. UN

Josue Lopez with Dr. Frank Dunkle.

Continued from previous page

Green Pastures
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by Victor Kubik

The Shack, a fictional novel that first 
came out in 2007 and includes imaginary 
roles for the traditional Trinity figures, 
has again topped the best-seller list with 
an incredible 20 million copies sold. And 
it is now paired with a somewhat popu-
lar movie that has already brought in $43 
million. 

In the past few years, Hollywood has 
produced some biblically themed mov-
ies that take extreme license with the 
real facts and story lines of the Bible. The 
Shack, however, truly takes the cake. I 
don’t recommend that you read the book 
or see the movie. Why?

At first pass, it appears to be a moving 
story of creative narrative, where harsh 
drama and raw emotions give way to 
apparent forgiveness. There is no ques-
tion that it is well and compellingly writ-
ten. But in the process the book and the 
movie blaspheme God, trivialize sin, and 
serve up flawed allegory in place of bibli-
cal truth. Both the book and the movie 
(they differ in content in some places) 
present a heady mix of moral relativism, 
vigilante vengeance and Hellenistic-Pla-
tonic-fueled human theology.  

That’s why in part that many evangelicals 
and other Protestant leaders have trashed 
it, surprising as that may be. Secular crit-
ics note that movie tries to dilute critical 
concepts down to spiritual comfort food.

According to various reviews, the film 
in particular tries to assert that all reli-
gions lead to God. In both book and mov-
ie, Trinitarian tenets manifest themselves 
where the three “members” of the Trin-
ity appear as humans. “God the Father” 
(referred to as “Papa”) appears alterna-
tively as a man or an African-American 
woman, and the Holy Spirit is played by 
an Asian woman called Sarayu, which is 
Hindu for “wind” or “holy river.” At one 
point during the fictional weekend, all 

three “members” of the godhead sit and 
have dinner with the main character in 
The Shack.  

The “Shack” is the fictional site of the 
grisly murder of the main character’s 
youngest daughter, which tragedy haunts 
him and leaves him severely depressed. 
The main character, Mackenzie Allen 
Phillips, previously suffered abuse at the 
hands of his alcoholic father, and Phillips 
harbors hatred and resentment against 
him. In the movie, a young Phillips kills 
his father through poisoning, but there is 
never any acknowledgment that murder 
of any kind is a sin. Phillips never repents.

The worst part is the attempt to normal-
ize a heretical belief that cannot be recon-
ciled with the Bible: the Hellenistic-based 
concept of three quasi-equal “gods” as a 
Trinity (Plato believed in a divine triad 
of “gods,” comprised of “God”—or “the 
One,” ideas, and an undefined “world 
spirit”). Despite what anyone would like 
to assert or believe, the introduction of 
the man-made Trinity doctrine back in 
the 4th century came about as a flawed 
defense against “adoptionism” (a false 
claim that Jesus was an ordinary human 
who became the Messiah and Son of God 
when he was baptized), “Sabellianism” 
(false belief that God, Jesus and the Holy 
Spirit are essentially one and the same), 
and Arianism (false concept that God 
existed before Jesus and that Jesus was a 
special creation of God). It was intensely 
debated back then and was not accepted 
by some groups for quite a long time.

It is this casual adoption and promo-
tion of a biblically contrary “Trinity” that 
represents the greatest flaw of the book 
and movie. If you have not yet read our 
Bible study guide Is God a Trinity? that 
would be an excellent study, particularly 
given the current popularity of The Shack 
novel. The apostle Peter tells us that we 
have been given “exceedingly great and 

precious promises” in order that as Chris-
tians we “may be partakers in the divine 
nature” (2 Peter 1:4). So, it’s important for 
us to understand exactly what that means.

Most Christian groups hold a belief in 
the Trinity as the core test of orthodoxy. 
Reflecting the past era of theological 
turmoil in the fourth century, Trinitari-
an belief thus represents the false divid-
ing line. When people are first coming 
to understand the real biblical truths of 
the Sabbath, God’s Holy Day and the 
like, the prominence of that false belief 
in the Trinity probably causes more 
people to stumble than any other coun-
terfeit belief.

The truth, of course, is that one cannot 
find any reference to the Trinity doctrine 
anywhere in the Bible. The Trinity masks 
the very purpose for which humanity 
was created. The New Testament authors 
refer to us as the very “children of God” 

in numerous places for a reason. Jesus 
Christ is identified as our Elder Broth-
er. This is made plain in Hebrews 2:11: 
“Both the one who makes men holy and 
those who are made holy are of the same 
family. So Jesus is not ashamed to call 
them brothers” (New International Ver-
sion, 1984 edition, emphasis added). He 
is also identified as God—the pre-exis-
tent Word (John 1:1).

Taking away from our magnificent 
purpose—the purpose for which Jesus 
Christ was crucified—that of becoming 
part of God’s eternal family as the very 
children of God, is nothing short of dan-
gerous blasphemy.

So, with all of this in mind, it’s a good 
idea to stay out of The Shack, despite the 
alluring storyline of forgiveness. In fact, 
when one truly discerns how biblically 
contrary this storyline really is, it would 
be better to burn down The Shack. UN

How The Shack’s Message Misses the Truth

The “Shack” is the fictional site of the grisly murder of the main character’s youngest daughter, which 
tragedy haunts him and leaves him severely depressed.

During the month of March, the Fort 
Wayne, Indiana, congregation partici-
pated in a month-long Scripture-writing 
program on the topic of forgiveness.

A local member organized 31 scriptures 
pertaining to the topic. Each day for that 
month, all the participants would write out 
the scripture for that day by hand, meditate 
on it and write down their thoughts. 

A few weeks later, several brethren got 
together before services to discuss what 
they had learned. It’s amazing how each of 
us can read the same scriptures, but have 
different perspectives. It was a very posi-
tive experience.

The next scripture writing topic will be 
“Scriptures of the Heart.” 

Fort Wayne, Indiana, congregation

The Charlotte, North Carolina, con-
gregation held its annual Sabbath school 
graduation on June 17 during the ser-
monette portion of Sabbath services. 
This year we had seven graduates from 
the program, six of whom were present. 
In total, pastor Scott Hoefker awarded 
certificates of achievement to Priscilla 
Petty, Carter Bratnick, Macy Overcash, 
Alyvia Whiteside, Isabella Kegresse, 
Bailey Tino and Ellie Bratnick.

In addition, our 2017 high school 
graduate, Heather Braun, received a gift 
certificate to honor her achievement.

Ailsa Braun

Charlotte Congregation Honors its 2016-
17 Sabbath School GraduatesLocal Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES
Scripture Writing Program, Fort Wayne, 
Indiana

From left: Scott Hoefker and the class of 2017: high 
school graduate Heather Braun; Sabbath school 
graduates Alyvia Whiteside, Priscilla Petty, Isabella 
Kegresse, Ellie Bratnick, Carter Bratnick, Bailey Tino 
and instructor Maria Petty.
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Daniel Api
2. Jesse and Linda Api
3. Garden Grove, California
4. Daniel graduated with a 3.7 GPA, 

receiving a school scholar award and a 
scholar athlete award. He also ran varsity 
in cross country and track and field for 
three years.

5. Daniel assists with the online webcast 
at church every week. He loves to climb 
and play sports, especially pole vault.

6. He plans to work to continue earning 
money for college and attend Mount San 
Antonio College in the fall.

Jordan Philip Christopher Aust
2. Philip and Sarah Aust
3. Atlanta, Georgia
4. Jordan participated in a dual enroll-

ment program through Kennesaw State 
University during his junior and senior 
years in high school, which allowed 
him to graduate with over 40 college 
credit hours. He received the Zell Miller 
Scholarship from the University System 
of Georgia and two additional scholar-
ships provided by the Marietta, Georgia, 
Kiwanis Foundation.

5. His hobbies include: the Bible, engi-
neering, math, physics, politics, econom-
ics, basketball and music.

6. Jordan plans on attending Kennesaw 
State University for one year. He then 

plans to transfer to Georgia Tech Univer-
sity to study mechanical engineering.

Joseph (Joe) Beal
2. David and Terry Beal
3. Cincinnati East
4. Joe graduated from Milford High 

School on May 20, 2017. He attended the 
Live Oaks Vocational School in the auto 
mechanics program and during that time 
he worked at a local car dealership. 

5. Joe enjoys his friends, work and his 
truck. In the past he always thoroughly 
enjoyed going to the church camps. He 
has many fond memories and developed 
friendships from attending Pinecrest, 
Cotubic and Woodmen. 

6. Currently Joe is working for a local 
landscape company. He is working a lot 
of hours and enjoying the work as well as 
the folks he is working with. 

Winston Bower, III
2. Winston Bower, Jr., and Lena Bower
3. Columbia, Maryland
4. Winston graduated from Pikesville 

High School and had perfect attendance 
with a 3.5 GPA. 

5. Winston’s interests revolve around 
ultimate Frisbee, rock climbing, traveling 
and cooking. He also loves fishing, work-
ing with wood and making things by hand.

6. His plans after graduation is to attend 

community college for two years, then 
transfer to Towson University to earn a 
four-year degree. Later he wants to join 
the Peace Corps.

Heather Pauline Braun
2. Martin and Ailsa Braun
3. Charlotte, North Carolina
4. Heather was homeschooled for 

13-plus years, had a high school GPA of 
4.0, co-authored four books with older sis-
ter Heidi, and has taught piano since 2015.

5. Heather’s interests and hobbies 
include: piano, ballet, baking, arts and 
crafts, reading, singing, drawing, paint-
ing, writing, and spending time with 
friends and family. Church activities 
include: playing piano, singing, setting 
up for church, fellowshipping and mak-
ing food for potlucks.

6. After graduation Heather plans to 
go to community college for two years, 
Ambassador Bible College, and then two 
more years of college.

7. Favorite scriptures: Psalm 27; Isaiah 
55:8-9; Philippians 4:13; Ecclesiastes 12:13-
14; Revelation 21:4; Jeremiah 29:11-13.

Favorite quotes: “I believe in Christian-
ity as I believe that the sun has risen: not 
only because I see it, but because by it I 
see everything else.” - C.S. Lewis. “To have 
joy, one must share it.” - Lord Byron.

Ellen Cain
2. Eddie and Daisy Cain
3. St. Louis, Missouri
4. Ellen graduated from Lutheran High 

School North. During her junior and 
senior year she was enrolled in the Saint 
Louis University 1818 Advanced College 
Credit program.

5. Ellen was a part of the National 
Honor Society, she was senior class vice 
president, in the Sabre Honor Society, 
earned the President’s Award for Aca-
demic Achievement, and a superior rating 
in National Federation of Music Clubs for 
piano. She has played softball for 13 years 
where she served as captain her senior 
year. She has played piano and flute for 
seven years. Ellen works at Norwood Hills 
Country Club as a bag room attendant 
and at Chapel of the Cross summer camp 
as a counselor.

Church involvement: Ellen plays the 
hymns for church and does offertory 
music on Holy Days. She is also a door 
greeter and sets up the food tables. She 
has attended Pinecrest for six years and 
Winter camp for one year and plans to 
return this year to Pinecrest as staff.

6. After graduation Ellen plans to 
attend Saint Louis University and major 
in nursing.

7. Something unique about Ellen is that 
she is named after her grandmother, Ellen 

Graduates Name
2. Parents’ names
3. Congregation
4. School, work, internship, co-op or other accomplishments
5. Interests, interesting facts about him or her, Church activi-
ties involved in, hobbies, unusual skills, etc.
6. Plans after graduation
7. Additional comments (favorite scripture, favorite quote, 
motto, advice, poetry, wisdom, etc. 

Daniel Api Joseph (Joe) Beal

Class of 2017Co n g ra t u l a t i o n s !

High School

Winston Bower, III

Ellen CainHeather Pauline Braun

Jordan Philip Christopher 
Aust
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Graham, who is a member of the DeFu-
niak Springs, Florida, congregation.

Favorite scripture: “And let us not grow 
weary while doing good, for in due sea-
son we shall reap if we do not lose heart” 
(Galatians 6:9).

Ashleigh Gabrielle Call
2. Kevin and Debbie Call
3. Portsmouth, Ohio
4. Ashleigh graduated from Portsmouth 

High School. She works at Taco Bell/KFC. 
(If you visit, she’ll get you a free drink.) 
She was on the honor roll, the varsity ten-
nis team, track team, and she was class 
secretary and the print shop assistant.

5. Her interests are: tennis, history, 
helping people and changing the world. 
Interesting facts about Ashleigh: she likes 
spaghetti with ranch, mashed potatoes 
with ranch, french fries with ranch, and 
ranch salad dressing without the salad. 
Church activities: she has been to Camp 
Cotubic, taken part in Year of Giving, she 
is a Sabbath school instructor, she takes 
part in special music/choir, and she takes 
part in all local church events. Unusual 
skills: Cries at Camp Cotubic every year 
(Mr. Martin, where’s my award?). Her 
hobbies include: tennis, hiking and out-
door activities.

6. Ashleigh’s plans after graduation is 
to attend Shawnee State University and 
major in history.

7. Favorite quote: “Be a little more you, 
and a lot less them.” - Madeline Beck.

Favorite scripture: “If it is possible, as 
much as is in you, live peaceably with all 
men” (Romans 12:18). 

Emily Ferrier
2. Bill and Kelli Ferrier 
3. Northern Arizona
4. Emily graduated from Trinity Chris-

tian School summa cum laude with a 4.0 
grade point average. She was on the head-
master’s list all four years, and a member 
of the National Academy of Future Sci-
entists. She played varsity volleyball and 
basketball all four years of high school 
and was captain for the last two years. 
She received the Scholar Athlete Award 

each year and was admitted into the state 
all-stars for basketball. She was given the 
Warrior’s Wreath, an award for diligence 
and excellence in sports and academics. 
She is currently employed at a law office 
as a paralegal assistant.

5. Her interests include summer camp 
(this will be her seventh year at Hye Sier-
ra) and sports. She has also participated in 
church campouts and UCG proms. During 
the summers she has enjoyed helping with 
youth basketball and volleyball camps in 
her local area and playing ultimate Frisbee.

6. This fall she will attend Embry Rid-
dle Aeronautical University to pursue a 
degree in software engineering and cyber 
intelligence. She was awarded the Chan-
cellor’s Scholarship and Women in Excel-
lence scholarship. 

7. Favorite scripture: “For God has not 
given us a spirit of fear, but of power and of 
love and of a sound mind.” (2 Timothy 1:7).

Selena Garcia
2. Jesse and Janet Garcia
3. Twin Cities, Minnesota
4. Selena received the Gold Key and Silver 

Key in Scholastic Art and Writing Awards, 
she was nominated as Snow Daze roy-
alty, graduated with high honors and has 
received multiple college credits including 
Chinese. She also recieved: best artist state-
ment at senior art show, second place in teen 
art show for the district, and second place 
award for an art submission for the Minne-
sota State Fair.

5. Her interests include learning about 
new cultures and languages.

6. Selena’s plans after graduation include: 
going to the University of Minnesota and 
attending the College of Education and 
Human Development to earn a teaching 
license first year, then transferring to the 
College of Liberal Arts to learn linguistics 
and the arts. Selena hopes to go abroad 
to South Korea to teach and work in the 
art field as well as teach students in other 
countries.

Brandon Gilbert
2. Jeff and Connie Gilbert
3. Cincinnati North

4. Brandon has received FFA awards for 
ag mechanics and tractor troubleshooting.

5. Brandon enjoys going to Camp 
Pinecrest.

6. Brandon’s plans after graduation are 
to attend the University of Cincinnati for 
mechanical engineering

7. Favorite scripture: “How can young 
people keep their way pure? By guarding 
it according to your word” (Psalm 119:9, 
English Standard Version).

Favorite quote: “When the road looks 
rough ahead, remember the Man Upstairs 
and the word Hope. Hang onto both and 
tough it out.”- John Wayne

Breanna Greer
2. Tina and Todd Greer
3. Kalamazoo, Michigan
4. Breanna graduated from Portage 

Northern High School with highest hon-
ors on June 1, with a 4.2 GPA. She received 
the Family and Consumer Science Depart-
ment Award as well as the Poetry Scholar-
ship Award. Breanna was also a member of 
the National Honors Society, Interact Club 
(volunteering club), and tutored in Spanish 
and math.

5. Breanna enjoys going to Church sum-
mer camps and volunteering at Camp Buck-
eye and Sabbath school. She loves spending 
time with her family and friends, traveling, 
reading and writing poetry and going to her 
family’s lake house in the summer.

6. She plans to attend Kalamazoo Valley 

Community College for two years where 
she received the merit scholarship, and then 
plans to transfer to Western Michigan Uni-
versity. Breanna will be majoring in human 
resources management and minoring in 
Spanish.

7. Favorite scripture: “The night is far 
spent, the day is at hand. Therefore let us 
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put 
on the armor of light” (Romans 13:12).

Liesl Greider
2. Thomas and Kathryn Greider 
3. Milwaukee, Wisconsin
4. Liesl graduated from Waukegan High 

School on June 2. While in high school, Liesl 
played volleyball and softball, was captain of 
her school’s Scholastic Bowl team, and was 
a member of NHS. She graduated first in 
her class of 900 and had the honor of giving 
the Valedictorian Address at her graduation 
ceremony. 

5. She enjoys outdoor pursuits such as 
backpacking, kayaking, canoeing, paddle 
boarding and attending as many teen 
camps as she can. She is involved in her 
local church’s teen speech club, and plays 
her flute with the ensemble each week. Her 
other interests include reading, slack-lining, 
writing letters, traveling and longboarding.

6. She plans to attend Roanoke College 
in Salem, Virginia, this fall. 

7. Favorite quote: “Be helpful. When 
you see a person without a smile, give 
them yours.” - Zig Ziglar.

Liesl Greider

Emily Ferrier

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !

Brandon Gilbert

Breanna GreerSelena GarciaAshleigh Gabrielle Call
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Amber Hodge

Barbara Gutierrez
2. Felix and Victoria Gutierrez
3. Oakland, California
4. Barbara was a summer volunteer at 

the Richmond Art Center every summer 
during high school, and she was also an 
Ambassador Girl Scout.

5. Her interests include: singing alto in 
the Oakland choir, and she enjoys baby-
sitting her nephew Elias and niece Aiden.

6. Barbara plans to attend St. John’s Uni-
versity, Queens, where she will be pursu-
ing a major in adolescent education with 
an emphasis in history.

7. Favorite scripture: “But those that hope 
in the Eternal will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

Megan Herridge
2. Todd and Susie Herridge
3. Omaha, Nebraska
4. Megan graduated from Lincoln East 

High School. She was also part of the 
National Honor Society, French Nation-
al Honor Society, and varsity choir. She 
received the Shining Star Award, the Spar-
tan Challenge Leadership Award, and she 
is a UNL Regents scholar.

5. Her interests include: music (piano and 
vocal), movies, spending time with family, 
friends and pets, church choir, and United 
Youth Camps (Pinecrest and Northwest).

6. Megan’s plans after graduation is to 

attend the University of Nebraska Lincoln 
and enter into the pre-veterinary program 
with an animal science major.

7. Favorite scripture: “Trust in the Lord 
with all your heart, and lean not on your 
own understanding; in all your ways 
acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
your paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6).

Favorite quote: “You’re braver than you 
believe, and stronger than you seem, and 
smarter than you think.” - Christopher 
Robin.

Amber Hodge
2. Laura Hodge and Dale Shultz
3. Cincinnati East, Ohio
4. Amber earned college credits during 

her senior year in high school.
5. She has tracked turtles, made a 

ceramic turtle and horse. She also plays 
volleyball with her congregation. She likes 
to draw, write and take pictures of nature. 
She also has a large interest in jewelry and 
gemstones and an interest in science.

6. She is planning on going to University 
of Cincinnati Clermont for another year, 
then she’s hoping to transfer to Northern 
Kentucky University to earn a bachelors 
degree in biological sciences. She also 
plans to design and sell jewelry.

7. Favorite scripture: “Cast all your anx-
iety  on Him because He cares for you” (1 
Peter 5:7, New International Version).

Favorite quote: “You were given this life 
because you are strong enough to live it.”

Khavren Hoyer
2. Jennifer and Kurt Hoyer
3. Columbia, Maryland
4. Khavren graduated from Wood-

son High School in Fairfax Virginia. In 
addition to the regular curriculum, he 
earned a CompTIA A+ certification in 
computer services.

5. His hobbies include: electronics, 
computer games and robotics.

6. Khaven plans to attend Northern Vir-
ginia Community College.

Lauren Kess
2. Roberta Kess
3. Columbus, Ohio
4. Lauren graduated from Westerville 

Central High School with honors. Lauren 
received the Medallion of Excellence, as 
well as the President’s Award. She was on 
the honor roll all four years of high school 
for a GPA above 4.0 and was the Warhawk 
business student of the month. In addi-
tion, she was the recipient of five schol-
arships: the Westerville Rotary Otterbein 
Scholarship, the President’s Scholarship, 
Coldiron Scholarship, Blendon Lodge 
#339 and Westerville American Associa-
tion of University Women Scholarship. 
She was a member of Key Club for four 
years, the National Honors Society for two 
and was secretary of her school’s Spanish 
club. Lauren also enjoyed spending her 
time as an elementary school Spanish 
tutor, Arts Alive staff and energy fair lead-

er. She also took many AP classes as well 
as dual enrollment courses and graduated 
in the top 10 percent of her class.

5. Lauren was the secretary of the 
Columbus, Ohio, teen speech club for 
three years, and president her senior 
year. She has also served on staff at Camp 
Buckeye and Camp Seven Mountains.

6. Lauren plans to attend Otterbein 
University to obtain a degree in business 
administration and management.

7. Favorite scripture: “But those who 
hope in the Lord will renew their strength. 
They will soar on wings like eagles; they 
will run and not grow weary, they will walk 
and not be faint” (Isaiah 40:31).

Kiersten Lockwood
2. Scott and Collette Lockwood
3. Denver, Colorado
4. Kiersten graduated from Highlands 

Ranch High School. Her accomplishments 
include receiving letters in gymnastics and 
academic letter, and she was accepted into 
NHS.

5. Kiersten’s hobbies and interests include: 
gymnastics, traveling, swimming, math, 
science, volunteering, music. Interesting 
facts about Kierston: she has been to over 
25 countries and studies past midnight. 
Church activities include: organizing the 
booklet table and helping with sound.

6. After graduation she plans to attend 
University of Denver to major in biology.

7. Favorite scripture: Philippians 4:13
Favorite quote: “Adventure awaits . . . 

go find it!”

Kyle Lussenheide 
2. Bill and Terri Lussenheide
3. San Diego, California
4. High school graduate of Harmony 

Pines Homeschool.
5. Kyle is an expert in mathematics and 

enjoys playing baseball and basketball. He 
is an avid hiker and has climbed the 10,000-
foot Mt. Baldy in Southern California.

6. Kyle will be attending college and pur-
suing a career in computer information 
technology 

7. Favorite scripture: Psalm 46:10.

Kiersten Lockwood

Lauren Kess

C l a s s  o f  2 017

Kyle LussenheideBarbara Gutierrez

Megan Herridge Khavren Hoyer
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Aurora Lyons
2. Robert and Kristel Lyons 
3. Los Angeles, California
4. Despite graduating at only 16, Aurora 

has accomplished many things throughout 
the years. During her last year of high school 
she took two classes, children’s literature and 
voice techniques, at her local community 
college. She has also volunteered as a tutor 
for two years with Reading Partners and has 
served as a volunteer at other local events.

5. Having taught herself piano and gui-
tar, Aurora also enjoys composing her own 
songs. On the side, she loves hitting her 
personal punching bag, sketching, reading, 
smelling flowers and baking.

6. She plans to pursue a career in writ-
ing by publishing the three novels she has 
written. Aurora will be attending her local 
community college for two years before 
transferring to another school.

7. Favorite scripture: Matthew 6:34. 
Favorite quote: “Life is like a cup of tea. It’s 
all in how you make it.”

Kimberly Martens
2. Steven and Linda Martens
3. Columbus, Ohio
4. Kim graduated from Dublin Jerome 

High School with Summa Cum Laude 
honors and a 4.5 GPA. She also earned 
the honor of commended student for the 
National Merit Scholarship Program. 
During high school Kim played as center 
fielder on the softball team and ran for the 
track team. Serving as a school mentor for 
freshmen was the highlight of her high 
school career.

5. Kim loves spending time with her 
family and friends and enjoys being active, 
whether it’s through sports or any outdoor 
activity. Her interest in music is displayed 
through her playing the piano and never 
missing the opportunity to dance. She also 
has a passion for exploring new places and 
traveling with her family. She loves all the 
members of her Columbus church family 
and enjoys preparing special music with the 
other teens. Her happiest church memories 
are from camp and other activities like the 
Winter Family Weekend and prom.

6. This fall, Kim will be attending Shaw-

nee State University in Ohio to participate 
in a combined bachelors and masters pro-
gram for occupational therapy.

7. Favorite scripture: Revelation 21:4

Andrew Rowland
2. Chris and Katherine Rowland
3. Cincinnati East
4. Andrew is graduating from Glen Este 

High School. He is a National Merit Finalist. 
5. Andrew enjoys cooking and baking 

and tinkering with mechanical and elec-
trical projects. 

6. After graduation, he plans to attend 
Wright State University to study mechani-
cal engineering.

Erin Sappington 
2. Mark and Martha Sappington 
3. Houston, Texas
4. Erin graduated on May 13, after 

being homeschooled for several years. She 
enjoyed studying and learning throughout 
high school, especially when it came to 
mathematics and the sciences. 

5. The best parts of her summer are 
attending teen camp and staffing at Camp 
Piney Woods. In 2016, she had the honor 
of receiving the Ozzie Englebart Award at 
Camp Pinecrest. She enjoys spending time 
with her family and friends and loves to 
laugh and be silly. In her local congrega-
tion, she assists in Sabbath school and reg-
ularly accompanies hymns on the piano. 
She has also accompanied regional and 

festival choirs. Her other interests include 
playing sports, speaking Spanish, travel-
ing, writing letters and photography. 

6. Erin will be attending the Honors 
College at the University of Houston this 
fall, where she plans to major in account-
ing. From there, she plans to continue her 
schooling to become certified as a CPA.

7. Favorite quote: “A day without laugh-
ter is a day wasted.” - Charlie Chaplin.

Brian Andrew Scott
2. Craig and Laura Scott
3. Raleigh, North Carolina
4. Brian is a 2017 graduate of Cary High 

School in Cary, North Carolina. Brian’s aca-
demic accomplishments include a 4.8 GPA, 
ranking 13th in a class of 590 and being a 
member of National Honor Society. He has 
worked as a lifeguard for four years and runs 
his own lawn-mowing business.

5. His interests include attending UCG 
camps and Winter Family Weekend, play-
ing volleyball and music. He has played 
piano for 12 years, is a bass section leader 
and accompanist in the Cary High Con-
cert Chorus and is a member of the aca-
pella group. He sings and performs offer-
tory and special music at church services. 
Favorite church memories: last of Camp 
Cotubic in 2016—being tickled to death 
by the whole dorm and having his coun-
selor take his sheets while he was still 
sleeping in them!

6. Brian plans to study mechanical engi-

neering at North Carolina State Univer-
sity. His goal is to graduate debt-free, get 
a good job and start making money.

7. Favorite quote: “Think long-term.”

Katrina Malia Slocum
2. Rob and Tina Slocum
3. Portland, Oregon
4. Katrina graduated from Insight 

School of Washington.
5. Katrina has participated in the UYC 

program every year and has been active 
in the local church area. She has also been 
involved in choir, a capella group, fundrais-
ing and volleyball. She enjoys photogra-
phy and ballroom dance, which she will be 
teaching at UYC Northwest Camp this year.

6. Katrina is enrolled in Elite School 
of Beauty. She will also continue dance 
instruction, and she is planning to attend 
ABC in 2019.

7. Favorite scripture: 2 Corinthians 
12:9-10. Favorite quote: “If God is the 
DJ, then life is the dance floor; love is the 
rhythm, and you are the music.”

Jonathan I. Tulbure
2. Cristina Tulbure
3. Knoxville, Tennessee
4. Jonathan graduated from Central 

High School in Knoxville, Tennessee, 
with dual classes in criminal justice at 
Roane State College.

Katrina Malia SlocumErin Sappington

Brian Andrew ScottAndrew Rowland

Please see page 23

Aurora Lyons Kimberly Martens

C o n g r a t u l a t i o n s !

Jonathan I. Tulbure
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Births

Faith Alicia de Jong
Maurits and Julie de Jong of the UCG 

congregation in the Netherlands are 
happy to announce the safe arrival of 
their fifth child, Faith Alicia. Grace, Mat-
thys, Ethan and Chelsea are all in love 
with their new little sister. She was born 
on May 12, and weighed 3,360 grams.

Mikayahu Carlisle Reynolds
Joshua and Tamara (Crow) Reynolds 

of Placerville, California, are happy to 
announce the birth of their fourth son and 
fifth child, Mikayahu Carlisle Reynolds. 
He was born on April 26, 2017, at 1:54 
a.m. and weighed 8 lbs., 2 oz. Mikayahu 
is the seventh grandchild of Fred and 
Sue Crow of San Jose, California, and the 
11th grandchild of Wilda McGaughey 
of McKinleyville, California. He is wel-
comed to the family by his big brothers, 
Yoshiyahu, Azariyah and Otniel, and by 
his big sister Alona. Mika is a pleasure 
and a joy and a beautiful addition to the 
family!

Obituaries 
Janet Louise (Andrews) Patterson

Janet Louise (Andrews) Patterson, of 
Altoona, Wisconsin, member of the Eau 

Claire, Wisconsin, UCG congregation, 
passed away on May 10, 2017, after suf-
fering quietly with a rare cholangial car-
cinoma. 

She was born on June 8, 1947, the first of 
seven children born to Verna and Harold 
Andrews in Celina, Ohio. Janet graduated 
from Celina Senior High School, received 
a bachelors of music degree from the Uni-
versity of Denver and a masters of music 
from the Texas Womans University. She 
pursued private professional voice stud-
ies in New York City. On Feb. 19, 1971, 
she married Donald Patterson in St. Paul’s 
Chapel (Pro Ecclesia Dei) at Columbia 
University just six months before being 
baptized into the Worldwide Church of 
God. After settling in the Eau Claire, Wis-
consin, area, she worked as the reserve 
library supervisor in McIntyre Library at 
the University of Wisconsin, Eau Claire, 
for 32 years.

Janet was an avid reader and writer. 
She chronicled her life in a multi-volume 
series of intimate diaries; wrote and had 
published numerous interesting and witty 
poems; contributed over 100 book reviews 
to various music and library journals; co-
authored a chapter in the book Marketing 
and Managing Electronic Reserves and co-
authored the book Vincent Persichetti: A 
Bio-Bibliography. As a beautiful, dramatic 
soprano, she performed in many countries 
and various venues, appearing in concert, 
opera and oratorio. She was listed in the 

International Who’s Who in Music and the 
World Who’s Who of Women.

Janet is survived by her husband of 46 
years, Donald; mother Verna Andrews; 
brother Paul (Sue); brother Wayne (Gail); 
brother Ralph; sister Doris Wolford (Don); 
her aunt Mary Boley; and numerous cous-
ins, nieces and nephews. She was preced-
ed in death by her maternal and paternal 
grandparents; her father; her sister Vir-
ginia Andrews; and her sister Ruth Binz.

Linda Shaw Stike
Linda Shaw Stike, age 75, of Warrens-

ville, North Carolina, died Wednesday, 
May 31, 2017, at Forsyth Medical Cen-
ter. Mrs. Stike was born May 4, 1942, in 
Ashe County to Joseph Edward and Edna 
Dishman Shaw. Mrs. Stike was preceded 
in death by her parents; brothers Richard, 
Thomas and Glenn Shaw; sisters Mable 
Stike and Ruby Medley.

Mrs. Stike was baptized July 24, 2003, 
and was a beloved member of United 
Church of God in Hickory, North Caro-
lina. She attended faithfully until 2012 
when she fell at the Feast of Tabernacles 
while observing the Feast in Gatlinburg, 
Tennessee, and broke her hip. She was 
hospitalized for a few weeks and then was 
on our shut-in list.

Mrs. Stike always expressed her appre-
ciation for getting the Sabbath announce-
ment bulletin every week because she 
could keep up with who was on her prayer 

list. She was always uplifting and cheerful 
any time anyone visited her or talked to 
her on the phone. She would also call the 
pastor with Bible questions quite often.

She became ill unexpectedly and a few 
short days later passed away while the 
hospital staff was still investigating the 
cause of her illness.

Funeral services were held Monday, 
June 5, 2017, at 2 p.m. at Badger Funeral 
Home Chapel. Pastor Scott Hoefker offi-
ciated. Graveside interment and burial 
was in the Stike Cemetery.

Mrs. Stike is survived by her husband, 
Howard Earl Stike; daughter Shirley Pruitt 
and husband Ray of Lansing; brother Wil-
lard Shaw of West Jefferson; sister Doro-
thy Winebarger of Boone. Also surviving 
are five grandchildren and several nieces 
and nephews.

Linda will be greatly missed by the 
Hickory congregation.

Announcements

Janet Louise (Andrews) Patterson
June 8, 1947-May 10, 2017

Announcements: Send us announce-
ments from your local congregation! Have 
your pastor review what you write, and 
send it in to UN@ucg.org. We’re looking 
for 100- to 300-word articles and photos 
with captions. Please double-check the 
spelling of names, and include the author’s 
and photographer’s names. E-mail is pre-
ferred, but we will also take physical mail as 
well! Please include a self-addressed enve-
lope if you’d like photos returned.

Faith Alicia de Jong
May 12, 2017

Linda Shaw Stike
May 4, 1942-May 31, 2017

Mikayahu Carlisle Reynolds
Apr 26, 2017

We have a celebrity in our midst!  One 
of our oldest senior citizens in the Spo-
kane congregation is the great-grand-
daughter of the man who was responsible 
for founding Wilson, Wyoming, about six 
miles from Jackson Hole. 

“Tiny” Goodrick Jackson just returned 
from Jackson Hole, Wyoming, where 
there was a big celebration the town put 
on in remembrance of Nick Wilson. They 
didn’t give her the key to the city, but she 
has a realistic badge which says “Pony 
Express Messenger.”

Every year on Memorial Day weekend 
the descendants and family of Nick Wil-
son gather in the town of Jackson Hole, 
Wyoming, to honor the memories of 
“Uncle Nick.”

Tiny writes: “He was a great man: At 
the age of 12 he ran away from home to 
live with the Shoshone Indians. Chief 
Washakie was his blood brother, and he 
stayed there two years. Later he rode for 
the Pony Express until it closed and then 
he drove the Overland stage. He was the 
first white man to take a wagon train over 

what is now called the Teton Pass. At the 
bottom of this pass is the little town of 
Wilson, named after him.”

At the celebration, the family was hon-
ored with a covered wagon ride up the 
mountain and a barbecue dinner, plus 
riding in the parade downtown. Nick Wil-
son is buried in the South Park Cemetery 
with a brass statue of the Pony Express 
rider as a headstone. Tiny is proud to be 
his great-granddaughter!

Frieda Liams
Tiny Jackson at the gravesite of “Uncle Nick.” 

Celebration of Nick “Uncle Nick” Wilson

mailto:UN%40ucg.org?subject=
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Women’s Weekends
Puget Sound Women’s Enrichment Weekend

During this day and age of social media 
and connectivity, how does one truly 
connect with others? Our Puget Sound 
Women’s Enrichment Weekend, held in 
the La Conner Country Inn in beautiful 
La Conner, Washington, set out to answer 
such a question. Our theme was “Build-
ing a Network” with the scripture of focus 
being Ecclesiastes 4:9-10: “Two people 
can accomplish more than twice as much 
as one; they get better return for their 
labor. If one person falls, the other can 
reach out and help. But, people who are 
alone when they fall are in real trouble” 
(New Living Translation). As we delved 
deeper into this scripture we also took a 
closer look at ourselves, creating deeper 
ties in the process.

In the busy schedule that this world 
expects of us, how can we expect to keep 
in touch with those around us? Shari-
lynne Matthews approached this ques-
tion and gave us our first fallback: social 
media. If all else is too time consuming, 
at least there is knowledge available at 
your fingertips that can reveal anything 
between the simple daily life of friends 
to the important prayer requests they 

might ask for.
Barbara Parada gave the next step and 

encouraged the women to set aside time 
to talk to those we care about. Some 
things are simply too important to glance 
over and require a physical conversation 
to broach such topics. Other times the 
best communication we can receive is the 
simple knowledge that someone is there 

and ready to help us when needed.
Along those lines we received anecdotes 

from other speakers, of how different 
connections changed their lives physi-
cally by losing weight; mentally, by build-
ing deeper friendships; and spiritually—
changing who they were as a person, all 
simply because of the people they’ve met.

The women were more than eager 

to break off into groups that Sunday to 
discuss the various social situations one 
might find themselves in, delving into 
how to approach each situation as it came 
about. In the end, even the weekend itself 
became its own answer, as women left 
with connections more tightly bound 
than those they held when they arrived.

Annick Stefanin

Ladies at the Puget Sound Women’s Enrichment Weekend 

The 2018 Puget Sound Women’s 
Enrichment Weekend will be March 
2-4, 2018. It is the 20th anniversary 
of the Women’s Weekend here in the 
Puget Sound area. A special guest 
speaker and wife are being arranged. 
There will be many events planned 
to mark this special occasion, includ-
ing a song written by Mark Graham 
especially for the Women’s Enrich-
ment Weekends. Please join us in 
celebrating 20 years of women help-
ing women grow together in the 
Body of Christ!

Women’s Enrichment, Lusaka, Zambia
The first ever Women’s Enrichment 

Weekend in Zambia was held on April 
26-30, 2017. The meeting was held at 
Verino, a church property which is on the 
outskirts of Lusaka, the capital.

The location was perfect for this purpose. 
It was a serene, quiet and peaceful place. 
Just coming from the rain season, there was 
a cool breeze all day long and night.

The meeting hosted a total of 41 par-
ticipants from all over the country. Each 
congregation had at least one woman 
attending.

The theme of the meeting was inspired 
by Philippians 4:4: “Rejoice in the Lord 
always.” Even if we are suffering today, 
there is a reason for us to rejoice because 
we know the suffering of this present time 
is not worth comparing with the glory 
that will be revealed to us in the Kingdom.

The weekend was packed with a lot of 
activities ranging from lessons from Bible 
scriptures to life skills. Women from dif-
ferent congregations were given the plat-
form to share their life experiences to 
encourage others.

Deaconess Maureen Phiri gave the wel-
coming and introductory speech the first 
day. She explained to the women what 
the theme meant and talked about how 
keeping God’s commandments bring joy 
to life. She pointed out that keeping God’s 
commandments shows respect and obe-
dience to God, and expresses the love we 

have for God and his law.
Each morning, the women prayed 

together and read scriptures. The morn-
ing prayer and scripture sharing was 
led by Delphine Banda, and she spoke 
emphatically about being thankful in all 
situations. A thankful heart is a cheerful 
heart, and being thankful in all situations 
brings joy.

On the first day, the women invited 
pastor Nawa Talama from the Lusaka 
congregation to give a talk. His message 
was “God Gives Us Dreams to Fulfill.” 
This was such in encouraging and uplift-
ing message. In whatever we do we need 
time, determination and hard work. 
Nothing is automatic in God’s Kingdom. 
He said women could also be excited 
about the Bible and what they learn just 
as men do. He encouraged women to 
openly discuss the Bible and its truths to 
show others that it is possible for women 
to know God’s truth, understand it, live 
it and share it in a positive way. 

Major Talama shared the example of 
Aquila and Priscilla who helped Apol-
los to understand the sound doctrine. 
As women, we are not trying to become 
pastors but to show that we love God’s 
truth equally and are willing to work 
for God. Women were encouraged to 
work like ants. They are tiny insects, 
but they can build anthills. This means 
that women can do great things for the 

congregations if they worked hard in 
love and unity. They were encouraged 
to find the role they can do in their con-
gregations that could be of service. They 
can try to find time to pray, to study the 
Bible, meditate and learn His will and 
purpose for their lives. 

Later that evening I shared from one 
of the church booklets. The topic was on 
tithing. We looked at the reasons why we 
tithe, its importance and that it is a com-
mand. We are all commanded to give a 

Above: Ladies at services during the Women’s 
Enrichment weekend in Lusaka, Zambia.

Right: Women learning how to make clay ovens. 

Please see next page

Save the date!
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modules and to create new programs. 
Those members are UCG president Vic-
tor Kubik, MMS administrator Chris 
Rowland, Darris McNeely, Steve Myers 
and Randy Urwiller. This group created a 
mission statement for the program: “The 
purpose of the ministerial education pro-
gram is to equip all elders and their wives 
for the work of ministry for the edifying 
of the Body of Christ.” Here is how we are 
working to accomplish the job.

Pastoral Development Program
Two years ago, when we decided to 

begin hiring men as trainees, Roy Hol-
laday, then MMS operation manager, 
directed that these new men, and other 
recent hires, go through an on-site, inten-
sive period of training to develop skills 
needed for the role of pastoring full time. 
In late August 2015 the first class of 11 
men and their wives were invited to the 
home office in Cincinnati, Ohio, for 10 
days of classes and interaction with the 
training staff. The curriculum included 
discussion on the calling of the minis-
try, visiting, managing the schedule of a 
pastor, sermon preparation and handling 
critical counseling situations. The 10-day 
immersive experience proved helpful 
in addressing many matters and help-
ing the men and wives to bond together 
as a new group of dedicated servants to 
the Church. A second session was held in 
November 2016, and that class brought in 
12 men and their wives, including some 
from Canada and Africa. A third class is 
planned for this November.

To build beyond this on-site program 
we recently began an online follow-up 
program that gathers the men together in 
a bi-weekly online meeting. An advanced 
curriculum has been set that includes 
classes under four categories. They are:

Beliefs and doctrines: This subject area 

is to help ground our ministry in the core 
beliefs of the Bible, so they are equipped 
to teach as they have been taught.

General ministry: This subject area is 
to educate our elders in various aspects 
of effective service as ministers of Jesus 
Christ.

Personal life of a minister: This subject 
area is to educate our pastors on their 
responsibility to themselves and their 
character.

Congregational ministry: This subject 
area is to educate our pastors on aspects 
of their work as overseers responsible for 
the overall welfare of God’s people, as they 
are organized into congregations.

These classes meet with about three 
dozen ministers and will be an ongoing 
element in our plan to develop a compe-
tent dedicated ministry that is equipped 
with not just knowledge but also a heart 
for working with God’s people and those 
He will add to the Church.

Training for Wives
If you notice in our mission statement 

above we include our wives in the train-
ing. We have not neglected to include 
periodic online sessions for the wives to 
be able to connect with experienced pas-
toral wives to discuss matters relating to 
their role in the team created by the pas-
toral couple. Much experience has been 
gained about the unique stress put on the 
wives and the children of a pastor. For 
many ladies, making the transition from 
being a member of a congregation to the 
wife of the trainee/pastor is challenging. 
We do not neglect helping them effec-
tively fulfill their important role.

Online Training
Since 2012 MMS has had another online 

educational class for the ministry. Meet-
ing weekly for two hours, classes have 
been conducted in many areas of biblical 
studies and pastoral care. Currently, Dr. 
Frank Dunkle is taking the class through 
the Pentateuch. This part of training is 

our oldest continuing class. Ken Graham 
has done a good job of keeping the class 
going through these years.

MMS is continually assessing the 
training of the ministry. We recognize 
the importance of ongoing professional 
development for our men and wives.

The Purpose of the Ministry
Our training is meant to equip our men 

and women for the work of the ministry. 
Doing this requires we put our selection 
of men and their training into the scrip-
tural stream of selection and training we 
see in the book of Acts. Christ told His 
disciples to go and to preach the gospel 
and all things He commanded and to 
make new disciples. They were promised 
the power of the Spirit to do the job. They 
were to go from Jerusalem “unto the end 
of the earth.” On the Feast of Pentecost 
that job began.

As the Church grew, it became evident 
that more trained help had to be brought 
along. In Acts 6 we find a description for 
a group chosen to fill the needs. “There-
fore brethren, seek out from among you 
seven men of good reputation, full of the 
Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may 
appoint over this business” (verse 3). 
So it was done. The result of this action 
strengthened the ability of the Church 
to further its mission. “Then the word of 
God spread, and the number of the dis-
ciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and 
a great many of the priests were obedient 
to the faith” (verse 7).

On another occasion, in Antioch, when 
that congregation determined to send out 
a great mission to the gentiles, they again 
gathered to deliberate who among them 
would be best to go. “Now in the church 
that was at Antioch there were certain 
prophets and teachers . . . As they min-
istered to the Lord and fasted, the Holy 
Spirit said, ‘Now separate to Me Barnabas 
and Saul for the work to which I have 
called them.’ Then, having fasted and 
prayed, and laid hands on them, they sent 

them away” (Acts 13:1-3). This resulted 
in the first great evangelizing journey in 
Acts and a great expansion of the Church.

The lesson we draw from these two 
examples are these: First, we must care-
fully seek the guidance of Jesus Christ as 
we select His ministry to work with His 
Body, of which He is the head. Christ is 
building His Church, and we are called 
and privileged to have a part in that eter-
nal purpose. Second, selecting and train-
ing workers to assist in this is a critically 
sensitive and important job. We are told 
by example to do it with prayer, with fast-
ing and seeking guidance from God. In 
Antioch, the men considered for selec-
tion came after a significant investment of 
training to equip them for that role. Paul 
and Barnabas spent a year training disci-
ples in this congregation (Acts 11:25-26).

Our Father is in the process of bringing 
together all things in heaven and earth in 
Christ. By His power He not only raised 
Christ from the dead but is working in us, 
those who have been predestined to adop-
tion as sons by Jesus Christ. Christ is the 
head of all things to the Church, and we 
are fellow workers with Him in the care of 
the disciples. Every minister of Christ must 
understand his role in the context of the 
scriptural teaching about the purpose of 
the Church. When we take care to select 
and train the ministry based on these prin-
ciples, we can expect Christ’s blessing.

The apostle Paul wrote, “For we are 
God’s fellow workers; you are God’s field, 
you are God’s building. According to the 
grace of God which was given to me, as a 
wise masterbuilder I have laid the founda-
tion, and another builds on it. But let each 
one take heed how he builds on it. For no 
other foundation can anyone lay than 
that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 3:9-11).

We ask your prayers that our efforts to 
select and train the future ministry of the 
United Church of God will have Christ’s 
blessing. UN

Continued from page 1

Caring

tenth of whatever we get. It is another 
way of expressing our love to God and 
honoring his commands. It shows obedi-
ence. The Church has a lot of work to do. 
Preaching the gospel to all nations is not 
an easy task, but it can be made easy by 
our tithes and offerings. Tithing is a way 
of supporting God’s work and nourishing 
the Church. It is an obligation for those 
who are called by God to tithe and give 
an offering; it should not be overlooked. 
Acts 20:35 says it’s more blessed to give 
than to receive.

Not only did the women learn from 
Bible scriptures, but they also learned 
how to knit, bake and many other life 

skills. Mrs. Banda taught how to make 
door mats using wool and beninah nee-
dle, which is specially used for such door 
mats. Miriam Sakala from Kafue showed 
us how to make special fritters popularly 
known as dondos. 

Many women came from areas where 
there is no electricity, so Mrs. Kavungu 
from Itumbwe Mumbwa demonstrated 
how to make special and efficient clay 
oven. It was made using seven bricks 
and clay soil. It uses only two logs for 
firewood which can warm the kitchen 
and burn for a long time. This oven is 
easier to use, saves a lot of time, money 
and firewood. Many women were excited 
about the ovens, and they were ready to 
make one in their kitchen. I demonstrat-
ed how to make cakes using rubbing in 
and creaming methods. I showed how 

to decorate the cakes using glace icing, 
butter cream icing and royal icing. The 
baking was done in a homemade oven 
which uses charcoal or firewood. All the 
life skills demonstrated by women were 
very important, the skills will be helpful 
in our lives.

On the Sabbath, we had a candlelit din-
ner and munched on the cakes we made 
for dessert. Maureen Phiri lit the first 
candle (the biggest), then each woman 
had light her candle from the woman 
next to her. This illustrated how an indi-
vidual’s spiritual light makes a difference 
in our communities and how we were 
one in Christ no matter where we are.

A big thank-you to the women in Cin-
cinnati and Almeda Lucas from Canada 
for the clothes donated. The attending 
women shared the clothes, and they 

were very excited. This brought to light 
the verse, “I was naked but you clothed 
me.” “Whatever you do to the list of my 
brothers thus you do to me.” Thank you 
for this generosity.

We thank our Church president Victor 
Kubik, his wife Beverly, and home office 
for funding this event. Without them, it 
could not have taken place. We thank our 
women who contributed towards this 
enrichment. It was a success.

Despite coming from different places 
and congregations I appreciated notic-
ing a special closeness and caring in all 
the woman who attended. We were able 
to show oneness and service to each 
other in unity bound by Christ’s love.

We thank the almighty God for this 
blessing that brought us together.

Felicia Sibeso Talama

Continued from previous page

Lusaka, Zambia
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The Cincinnati East congregation 
enjoyed a special after-Sabbath treat dur-
ing the Feast of Unleavened Bread this 
year! Forty-six adults and 19 children 
and teens worked together to prepare and 
present a light-hearted yet inspirational 
musical based on the life of King Josiah.

The colorful presentation, Good Kings 
Come in Small Packages, contained 10 
songs as well as lots of fun dialogue. The 
performance took place on April 15, 2017, 
at the Williamsburg High School, where 
services were also held that day. After a 
delicious meal of unleavened fried chicken 
and sides, the performance began at 8:30 
p.m. Brooklyn Booth (age 14) dazzled as 
the narrator/palace cook Elizabeth. Chris 
Herrmann played Josiah’s father, “the 
bad, bad king” Amon. James Morris (age 
10) delivered a fantastic performance as 

Josiah. Aaron Preston (age 11) made an 
excellent Hilkiah, while Cadence Phelps 
(age 12) was delightful as Queen Jedidiah.

Melody Porter (10) and Ciara Phelps 
(8) each shared their lovely singing skills 
with the audience. King Amon’s tax col-
lectors were hilariously played by James 
Myers, Troy Phelps and Paul Myers. John 
and Peg McClain got the audience roaring 
with laughter when they, along with Doris 
Phelps, stole the show as backup dancers 
during a rap song about the futility of 
worshipping idols!

Other young stars of the show included 
Edie and Harry Rangel (ages 7 and 3), 
Liam, Zach and Joel Creech (ages 7, 5 and 
3), Skylar Walters, Genesis and Nineveh 
Ward (ages 5 and 10), Grant Porter (5) 
and Thomas Morris (8).

The program was directed by Kathe 

Myers with Katherine Rowland as the 
musical director. It was a great team effort 
with numerous positive results! The con-
gregation was energized by this opportuni-
ty to laugh, fellowship and see the talents of 
their brethren. Those involved in the musi-

cal were blessed to build intergenerational 
relationships, develop teamwork skills, as 
well as enjoy a wonderful level of camara-
derie with their brethren. The musical will 
be remembered fondly for years to come!

Joy Porter

It was only six years ago that Alexan-
der Schweitzer, a freshman in Waunakee, 
Wisconsin, became interested in ballroom 
dancing. Shortly thereafter he began tak-
ing lessons at a nearby dance academy. On 
April 30 this year Alexander competed 
for the fifth year in the Wisconsin Danc-
esport Championships held at the Pfister 
Hotel in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

This year marked the 30th anniversary 
of these events, and entrants came from as 
far away as Florida, California and Massa-
chusetts to compete. Last year Alexander 
took first place in all nine dance catego-
ries he entered. This year he competed at 
a higher level but reduced the number of 
categories to five so he could devote more 
time to practicing for the advanced level 
of competition. The dances he performed 
were foxtrot (full silver), Viennese waltz 
(open full bronze), waltz (open full sil-
ver), cha-cha (open silver), and rumba 
(open full silver).

Dancing takes a lot of hard work, but 
nothing rewards hard work like accom-

plishment. Alexander again repeated his 
first place successes in every dance cat-
egory he entered this year. 

Alexander is the grandson of Jim and 
Shirley Buckmaster and attends the Wis-
consin Dells congregation.

Jim Buckmaster

Dance Champion in Wisconsin
Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

Alexander Schweitzer with his dance partner at 
the Wisconsin Dancesport Championships where 
he won five medals in various competitions. 

On May 21, the Little Rock congrega-
tion enjoyed their annual church picnic. 
The picnic was held at picturesque Pettit 
Jean State Park.

The brethren were blessed with beauti-
ful weather. After many days of off-and-
on thunderstorms, the skies were clear, 
and the temperature was comfortable.

Twenty brethren enjoyed tasty ham-
burgers, hotdogs and sides provided by 
the ladies. They participated in happy fel-
lowship, canoeing and horseshoes.

Some of the picnickers went on a short 
hike to view the stunning falls. One mem-
ber drove all the way from Memphis to 
share the day.

All there agreed that it was one of the 
best picnics they have had in recent years.

Jean Howdeshell

Little Rock Annual Church Picnic

Members of the Little Rock congregation 
enjoying the annual church picnic.

Chattanooga Congregation Celebrates the Cowans’ Retirement

Following Sabbath services in Chatta-
nooga on April 29, 2017, the congregation 
hosted a retirement reception to honor 
Bill and Betty Cowan after a service in 

the ministry that has spanned over 50 
years. The Cowans service in the ministry, 
love for God’s brethren and dedication to 
God’s truth throughout these many years 
is deeply appreciated.

Bill entered Ambassador College in the 
fall of 1962. Betty (Welshans) arrived two 
years later and stole Bill’s heart. Follow-
ing their marriage after Bill’s graduation 
in the spring of 1966 the newlyweds were 
sent to assist in the Little Rock and Fort 
Smith congregations.

Bill was ordained as a preaching elder 
in December 1966 and became pastor of 
the two churches in Arkansas and part 
of Oklahoma. They were able to raise up 
three new congregations during the nine 
years they served in Arkansas.

After a year-long sabbatical at Ambassa-

dor College, they were sent to pastor Chat-
tanooga, Tennessee, and Murphy, North 
Carolina. In 1984 they were sent for a one-
year stay in Alabama, followed by a year in 
Atlanta, Georgia.  For the next 18 years they 
were given the opportunity of working with 
the churches in Fort Worth and Coleman, 
Texas and Lawton, Oklahoma. 

Following their time in Texas they 
returned to the Chattanooga, Tennessee, 
and Rome, Georgia, congregations until 
they retired as pastor this past April.

When Bill was asked if he had any 
advice for newer ministers he offered 
this: “God’s truth never changes. You can 
preach it, teach it and be a living example 
of the way our Savior lived His life. But 
always apply that standard to others with 
mercy.” He then added: “Never use pat 

answers—always use answers tailored to 
help the member more effectively. Some 
need a ‘kick in the rear’ while others need 
a hug around the neck. Like Solomon, 
pray earnestly for wisdom to serve and 
lead God’s people.”

Bill and Betty have been blessed with 
three children: Michelle Ann (Rickard) 
and twin boys, Roderick Curtis and Ron-
ald Lee. They have a total of four grand-
children. Michelle has a daughter and a 
son. Rod has two daughters. Ron was nev-
er married having been killed by a drunk 
driver 19 years ago at age 27.

The Cowans will remain living in their 
home in Ooltewah, Tennessee, and being 
part of the of the Chattanooga congregation.

Jim Lichtenstein

Bill and Betty Cowan at the retirement reception 
the Chattanooga congregation held for them. 

Church Musical Makes Big Memories!

Right to left: the choir, Brooklyn Booth plays the narrator/palace cook, Cadence Phelps as Queen. 
Jedidiah, James Morris sits on his throne as Josiah, and Aaron Preston as Hilkiah. 
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Feast of Tabernacles—Prince Edward Island, Canada!
by Dale van Zant

Haven’t decided yet? Perhaps your 
plans have changed? Still looking for a 
Feast site? Then consider attending the 
Feast of Tabernacles in the millennial set-
ting of Prince Edward Island (PEI). The 
Feast there offers an excellent opportunity 
to enjoy awesome scenery, great food and 
hospitality and help celebrate Canada’s 
150th birthday!

You will find convenient opportuni-
ties to explore the countryside with many 
parks and oceanside drives including 
renowned Anne of Green Gables. Anne 
of Green Gables attracts visitors from all 
over the world, and the fabled book has 
been translated into numerous languages 
and has been the inspiration for multiple 
plays, movies and television series. Popu-
lar Cavendish Beach is also located nearby. 
All of these are easily accessible from the 
Rodd Brudenell Resort where the Feast 
will be held this fall. (Be sure to check 
it out in the festival brochure that was 
mailed to you earlier this year. The bro-
chure can also be located online at www.
ucg.org/members/feast.) In addition, 
PEI produces what are considered Can-
ada’s best-tasting potatoes, grown in the 

rich red soil of the island—they are a must 
to taste and are rivaled only by a compa-
rable spud from Idaho!

It is only a half-hour drive to the Rodd 
Brudenell resort from the Charlotte-
town airport. However, you may wish to 
compare air fares and car rentals other 
than the direct route to Charlottetown to 
expand your Feast experience to eastern 
Canada.

For instance, you could fly into the 
nearby city of Moncton, New Bruns-
wick, and in so doing tour portions of 
this lovely province with its rustic charm 
and attractive scenery. Moncton is not far 
from the Confederation Bridge leading 
conveniently to the Prince Edward Island.

You could also consider flying to the 
city of Saint John, New Brunswick, which 
would allow you to similarly rent a car to 

do a wee bit more touring before you drive 
across the bridge to Prince Edward Island 
and the easily accessible Rodd Brudenell 
Resort. The drive time is about two hours.

One other option is to fly into Halifax, 
Nova Scotia, and take in the history and 
sites of this city founded in 1749. Near 
Halifax you can experience visiting his-
toric settlements and artisan shops and 

the many lighthouses that abound seem-
ingly everywhere. It also affords the time to 
visit such landmarks as Peggy’s Cove and 
Lunenburg before embarking on a pleasant 
three-and-a-half-hour drive to PEI. 

Take time to relax from your busy life 
to enjoy the Feast in historic and scenic 
Atlantic Canada. Prince Edward Island 
beckons to you. UN

Aerial shot of the Rodd Brundenell Resort where the Feast of Tabernacles will be held in PEI.

For more information 
please visit these sites:

tourismpei.com
novascotia.com
tourismnewbrunswick.com
atlanticcanadaholiday.com
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European Young Adult Weekend in Germany
After a picturesque train ride through 

the fairytale hills of southern Germany 
and the snow-topped Alps in the distance, 
I arrived at an old rustic-style farmhouse. 
It was exciting to arrive at the get-together 
not knowing what to expect with awe-
some days ahead to spend with brethren. 
There were familiar faces and new ones 
with lots of smiles. With four children 
among 28 adults with a combination of 
nine nationalities, two stars were given to 
Aria for her basil leaf snacks and Quinn 
the muscle baby. 

The weekend kicked off with the first 
Bible study from Jan Hammer on “What Is 
the Essence of Dead Works?” That study 
set the scene, followed by other interactive 
topics from Ester Meir (open-doors and 
decision making), Erik Casper (pornog-
raphy) and Michelle Kasper’s clever Bible 
scavenger hunt. Sabbath services were 
held at the same location with Derrik De 
Moei’s sermonette titled “Lessons From 
Student Life” and Paul Kieffer’s sermon 
titled “What Does the Cross Mean to Us?”

One of the highlights of the week-
end was the three-to-four-hour hike 
up a 1.835-meter mountain with a pan-
oramic view of the Austrian Alps in the 
background.

For those on kitchen duty, we took the 
cable car up and met them at the top. For 
a bit, we all thought Michael had taken 
another exploratory diversion into the 

unknown, but he resurfaced much later 
to join us in the restaurant for a nice 
snack. This event gave a test for some of 
endurance and mental stamina through 
the cold, steep and cloudy surroundings. 
Possibly a lesson to learn that no matter 
how fast you try to reach your goal, it’s 
getting there that counts the most (the 
Kingdom of God).

The range of dishes reflected the inter-
national coverage of culinary skills and 
good taste. Such dishes included a chili, 
Ester’s vegetarian curry, Michelle’s vari-
ous juicy and freshly wholesome salads 
including couscous (I still dream of it), 
pasta and sushi. Jess --made crumble, Jan 
made amazing unleavened bread, Sarah 
made cheesecake, and Sophia made 
hummus.

Organization was key, so a kitchen 
rotation was set up by Ester for cooking 
and cleaning. The farmhouse contained 
two dormitories for the girls and two for 
the boys and several smaller rooms for 
couples attending. It wasn’t long before 
Jess used her master barista skills and 
trained key people to use the vintage 
Italian coffee machine. Before long we 
all were able to order cappuccinos and 
Americanos. Also following alongside 
this, Tristan Francis found he had a fan-
tastic knack for putting together tasty 
blends of tea and became rapidly in 
demand. Card games such as peanuts/

nerts caught on with groups of eight 
people at times. Mafia also became a 
favourite game during the weekend 
with much enthusiasm and exciting 
creative performances.

The weather extraordinarily started off 
cloudy and was able to allow a few camp-
fire evenings but was followed surprising-
ly by a winter blanket of snow, and soon 
people were clamoring outside for a snow 
fight and a chance to build a snowman.

Altogether God was very gener-
ous and blessed the whole weekend 

with plenty of amazingly scrumptious, 
abundantly healthy international cui-
sine. Also it was an uplifting and much 
needed occasion to discuss and enjoy 
fellowship. The presence of cheerful 
selfless acts of service and the constant 
access to good heating and hot water 
was also another blessing given to us. 
In summary, it was a fabulous chance 
for isolated European young adults to 
get together. Because of this rewarding 
opportunity, it is hoped this event will 
be set up again for next year.

Sharry Tay-Bradley

Group shot of those who attended the weekend.

http://www.tourismpei.com
http://www.novascotia.com
http://www.tourismnewbrunswick.com
http://www.atlanticcanadaholiday.com
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by Arlene Franke

As I reflect on my time practicing Tang 
Soo Do, I am amazed at all I have learned 
and accomplished. Tang Soo Do has been 
such a blessing to me and my life. Aside 
from my devotion to my family and my 
Christian walk, my journey to black belt 
has proven to be the best thing I have ever 
done in my life. Tang Soo Do has provided 
many growth producing challenges and a 
plethora of beneficial rewards.

If somebody would have told me sev-
en years ago or before that I would have 
embarked on the journey to black belt, I 
would have told them they were crazy!

After all, I was born in a little town in 
Wisconsin, grew up on a modest farm and 
was the youngest of five kids. I had polio 
when I was young, which limited what I 
could do. The only job I had on the farm 
was to wash the dishes at night. I never 
learned to swim, or ride a bike, nor did I 
play any sports. I was never encouraged 
to set goals for myself or achieve anything 
for that matter. I was married right after 
graduating from high school and had my 
first child 11 months later. 

I spent the next 25-plus years raising 
five children, the two youngest being 
twins. I have spent most of my life assist-
ing my husband and family, taking care of 
a home and trying to be of help to others. 
My idea of participating in sports was sit-
ting on the sidelines at my children’s and 
grandchildren’s various sporting events 
cheering them on. I am a 75-year-old 
grandmother of 10 and a great-grand-
mother of six. Why on earth would I join 
martial arts? Yet I did!

I was introduced to Tang Soo Do when 
my daughter and her two sons joined 
Soldotna Martial Arts. At the time, my 
daughter and I ran a small kitchen and 
bath shop where my grandsons were also 
home schooled. Throughout the day I 
would hear of stories from the previous 
night’s karate class and see the excite-
ment in their eyes as they rambled on. By 
request, I went to class to watch my grand-
sons practice several times and attended 
most of their tests. 

I was impressed by Master Draper’s 
professionalism, kindness and overall 
approach to teaching. He was patient 
and encouraging yet pushed for perfec-
tion. I could see the respect the students 
had for Master Draper and that Master 
Draper had for his students. Everyone 
was encouraging one another throughout 
the classes. The do jang was filled with an 
atmosphere of fun, hard work, and posi-
tive reinforcement. It inspired me to step 
out of my very small comfort zone and try 
Tang Soo Do. I never expected or planned 
on achieving a black belt. I just wanted to 
be part of that environment. 

When I told my family and friends what 
my plans were they looked at me like I was 
crazy. Some expressed concerns about inju-
ry, and then quickly change to an attitude 
of “lf you’re going to do it, give it your all!”

When I started Tang Soo Do it was more 
difficult than I had anticipated. My body

did not want to perform the moves cor-
rectly, and my mind didn’t seem to want 
to remember the simplest of moves and 
terms. I felt like a fish out of water, flop-
ping around, gasping for air and feeling 
like I didn’t belong. I was beginning to 
think Tang Soo Do was not for me.

When tested for orange belt with a strip 
I thought maybe I was at a good stopping 
point. However, not only did I receive 
encouragement from people at karate, but 
my family was so proud of me and made 
such a big deal out of it. Even my son in 
Tennessee sent me a big bouquet of orange 
roses in an orange vase with a white rib-
bon tied around it to celebrate the occa-
sion. At that point, I realized I didn’t have 
a choice anymore. I knew couldn’t quit. I 
could not set that kind of example for my 
children and grandchildren. God willing, 
I was going all the way to black belt.

Tang Soo Do has helped me faced 
many growth producing challenges. I 
constantly wrestle with my mind going 
blank and get things confused easily. 
Floor exercises are always a challenge 
for me. If I am given more than two 
techniques I grapple with remembering 
them. It is difficult not to feel like a spec-
tacle when I am the last one to finish, 
which is most of the time. 

I have faced discouragement even to 
the point of tears. At my cho dan bo test 
I forgot some of my hand, feet and self-
defense moves. And at my pre-black-belt 
test I messed up many of my forms. It has 
been a challenge for me to focus on what 
I am doing and not look at other people 
and what they are doing. One of my big-
gest challenges is realizing I am just not a 
“spring chicken” anymore. In my mind’s 
eye I think I am in my 40s and 50s, but in 
reality, I am closer to 80 than I am 70. My 
back is weak, and my body hurts most of 
the time because of arthritis and advanc-
ing age.

As a result of facing these challenges, 
I have experienced a plethora of benefi-
cial rewards. Practicing Tang Soo Do has 
helped and continues to help improve my 
flexibility, coordination, concentration, 
mental and physical stamina. I am learn-
ing to go at my own pace. I have become 
more confident in my abilities and believe 
I am much more able to protect myself 
and/or others if needed. This journey has 
reinforced in me the importance of posi-
tive attitude and solidified the need to 
persevere in challenging situations, and I 

have become more active. 
A couple years ago I started a walking 

regimen of 20 to 30 miles a week. I attend 
karate class four to five times a week. I 
am also very active in my church. A great 
reward to having trained in the art of 
Tang Soo Do is that my husband walks a 
little softer around me, especially after I 
learned number nine-hand technique. I 
had the invaluable opportunity to meet, 
train with and get to know some of the 
most amazing people that l now consider 
my karate family. I have accomplished 
more than I ever thought I could, and I 
am proud of that.

If it were not for Master Draper and 
his dedication to his students, and me 
specifically, I would not be where I am 
today. I do apologize for whatever gray 
hair I have caused him or for or the lack 
thereof. I have not been an easy student. 
Even when I gave Master Draper every 
reason to give up on me, he did not! He 
was determined to help me succeed. He 
pushed me to be and do more than I ever 
thought I could, all the while being con-
siderate of my age and valid limitations. 
Frequent commands he would bellow 
out in class were “Watch out for Grand-
ma,” “Don’t hurt Grandma,” “Careful of 
Grandma.” He treated me with kindness 
and respect and had faith in me when I 
didn’t have faith in myself. He pressed for 
my best at every class and always had an 
encouraging word.

As time winds down and I prepare to 
take my black belt test in a few weeks, 
I reflect on the challenges and rewards 
that practicing Tang Soo Do has brought 
to my life. I am blessed to have had this 
opportunity. My journey to black belt 
has proven to be one of the best things I 
have ever done. I love being a Tang Soo 
Do Grandma! UN

Arlene Franke is known as a “woman of 
valor” to her church area and community. 
She has set such a great example of perse-
verance, commitment and christianity to 
all those around her. 

Arlene is a long time member of the 
church and was baptized in 1965. She has 
been a loving wife to Charles Franke (local 
elder in Soldotna, Alaska) for 57 years. And 
she has served the church by her husband’s 
side for over 35 years.

On May 1, 2017, Arlene, at 75, made the 
front page of the local newspaper for testing 
and achieving her black belt in karate.

The Journey of a “Tang Soo Do Grandma”

Charles and Arlene Franke.

Read the article that Arlene 
Franke was featured in here: 

http://peninsulaclarion.com/
news/local/2017-04-30/
soldotna-woman-75-earns-
black-belt

http://peninsulaclarion.com/news/local/2017-04-30/soldotna-woman-75-earns-black-belt
http://peninsulaclarion.com/news/local/2017-04-30/soldotna-woman-75-earns-black-belt
http://peninsulaclarion.com/news/local/2017-04-30/soldotna-woman-75-earns-black-belt
http://peninsulaclarion.com/news/local/2017-04-30/soldotna-woman-75-earns-black-belt
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prepared for that first day of school with 
a suitable outfit and a lunch box. Mom 
tearfully bids farewell as the little one 
sets out on the school bus. I remember 
an account of a little boy who looked for-
ward to his first day of school. He longed 
for the time when he could go to school. 
Months turned to weeks. Weeks turned 
to days, and at long last the much antici-
pated day arrived. He was so excited he 
had a hard time getting to sleep. Come 
morning, off to school he went with his 
mother’s encouragement and blessing. 
Upon his return from his first day of 
school, he reported to his mother what 
a wonderful time he had, how lovely his 
teacher was, how interesting his classes 
were and how much fun it was to be 
together with new classmates.

The next morning, his mother had 
prepared his breakfast and gone into his 
room to wake him up for his second day 
of school. She was surprised when he said 
to her that he didn’t want to go to school 
anymore. “Why not?” his mother asked. 
He replied, “Because I went yesterday.” 

Needless to say, he was still required to get 
up and go to school on day two and even-
tually learned that it is not just starting the 
journey that is important. It is complet-
ing the journey that is essential in order 
to reach the next milestone.

Another important marker is finish-
ing high school and possibly applying to 
attend a university, college or vocational 
school. Maybe the young adult is looking 
for a particular discipline and even has 
the prospect of a scholarship. The options 
can be multitudinous. Should one apply 
to a school on the East Coast, West Coast 
or perhaps in the Midwest? Should one 
apply to a big name school or a smaller, 
more intimate college or university? 
Should one live on-campus or off-cam-
pus? Should one work part-time during 
school? These are all important options 
not available in every setting. Many of 
you reading this have gone through the 
same exercise—an important milestone. 
Of course, it is very difficult for parents 
to let go of their children at times such as 
this and many of us have gone through 
this as well.

As we mature, there are many important 
milestones that we typically reach includ-
ing getting a driver’s license, graduating 
from high school and/or university, get-
ting our first job, getting married, renting 
or buying our first apartment or house. 
Most importantly, for us there are annual 
milestones of the Holy Days, tithing on 
each paycheck, baptism and observing 
our very first Passover.

This time of year quite a number are 
marking milestones in their education. 

Whether it is graduation from kin-
dergarten, grade school, high school, 
college or university, it marks a very 
important milestone in a person’s life 
and an indication that there are changes 
and growth to follow.

Some change is inevitable. We all 
grow older. Some changes we can’t wait 
for while other changes we resist. Some 
of us are more adaptable to change 
while others of us hate change. But in 
the end, we all have to accept ongo-
ing change. There are changes that we 
should resist. Trends should always be 
carefully measured against the Scrip-
tures to see if they are what the great 
God would approve of.

Proverbs 24:21 warns us: “Do not asso-
ciate with those given to change.” This 
refers to individuals who pursue change 
for the sake of change itself and have a 
lack of appreciation of what is true, tried 
and tested and have developed an affinity 
for what is novel or new.

In Malachi 3:6 we read: “For I am the 
Lord. I do not change.” God is the only 
one who has no need for change. He is 
perfect. He has no need for overcoming 
as we do. He has perfection, which no 
human has though some seem to think 
they do at times. We can rely upon God’s 

changelessness, as well we should.
Job 14:14 states, “All the days of my 

hard service, I will wait till my change 
comes.” This will be our ultimate tran-
sition when we become spirit beings, 
when corruptible has been put on incor-
ruption and when the mortal has put on 
immortality and death is swallowed up 
in victory.

Meanwhile, what do we do with incre-
mental change? We can either use the 
transition as something positive to help 
us grow or spend needless energy resist-
ing the change that should be made. 
Aging is one of those changes. Do we 
age gracefully, or do we fight it with 
ferocity and denial?

Graduating students will be gearing up 
for the next phase in their lives. Decisions 
made now will impact their future either 
positively or negatively. It is a time to give 
careful consideration to decisions and 
actions. Now is the time to consider what 
you want and why you want it. Set rea-
sonable goals and then commit yourself 
to your next step with wise counsel.

For a Christian, first comes the real-
ization that there is a way of life we 
wish to pursue. Perhaps then comes 
pre-baptismal counseling and the need 
to repent. We have that exhilaration of 
baptism and receiving the Holy Spirit. 
This milestone marks a significant 
change in our life. It starts a life-long 
journey during which we have to con-
stantly check strategically placed mile 
markers to make sure we are still on 
course to our ultimate destination—
eternal life in the Kingdom of God. UN

Continued from page 3

Milestones

His annual Feast days. In Deuteronomy 
14:22-26, He says we should save that 
“second tithe” to “eat before Him in the 
place that He chooses” (emphasis added 
throughout). The Church spends consid-
erable time and resources in planning for 
the various Feast sites we all attend each 
year. We appreciate those who send in a 
portion of their second tithe to help fund 
the cost of the Feast halls and activities 
that make the Feast of Tabernacles time 
special and meaningful for all of us. When 
you send in such an offering, please note it 
as “Festival Fund” or “second tithe.”

God is aware of all our needs, and He 
expects us to be aware of the needs—includ-
ing financial needs—of others as well.

“At the end of every third year you 
shall bring out the tithe of your produce 
of that year and store it up in your gates. 
And the Levite . . . and the stranger, and 
the fatherless and the widow who are 
within your gates may come and eat and 
be satisfied that the Lord your God may 
bless you in all the work of your hand 

which you do” (Deuteronomy 14:29).
“And let us not grow weary while doing 

good, for in due season we shall reap if we 
do not lose heart. Therefore, as we have 
opportunity, let us do good to all, espe-
cially to those who are of the household 
of faith” (Galatians 6:9-10).

We are our brother’s keeper, and God 
expects us to take care of the needs of 
each other. As His Church, we expend a 
considerable sum each year in financial-
ly assisting brethren with documented 
need. During fiscal year 2016, just under 
$750,000 was provided in “assistance to 
the needy.” Through the first 11 months of 
fiscal 2017, about $800,000 in such assis-
tance has been given.

But we did not receive nearly that much 
in for our assistance account in either 
year. In fiscal 2016, only $350,000 (less 
than half of the actual assistance needed) 
was received. In fiscal 2017, donations to 
the assistance fund were less than a third 
of the amount distributed.

When you participate in this effort and 
send in “third tithe” or an offering in addi-
tion to first tithe, that you want to be used 
for assistance for the needy, please note 
that on your check.

Thank you again to our faithful mem-
bers, coworkers and donors whose heart 
is in the work of God. As God designed, 
the work of the Church depends on you 
and us and our commitment to the finan-

cial principles and requirements God 
establishes for us. May He guide us, direct 
us and help us to be wise stewards and to 
use His funds to do His will. UN

There are many aspects of the 
work today that require financial 
attention. Because of lack of 
specific funding, those areas 
are often funded from general 
funds. After tithes, if you would 
like to earmark extra offerings to 
be used in specific areas of the 
Church, you can do so by noting 
on your check or by contributing 
through our main website.

To see the various donation funds 
that have been established, go 
to www.ucg.org and click on the 
Donate tab in the upper left-hand 
corner. There you will see listed 
the various giving opportunities, 
such as the assistance fund, 

TV studio fund, Good Works 
program, international work, 
youth programs and media 
funds. Contributions that are 
made into one of these funds are 
accounted for and designated for 
use in that area only.

Also, please note that in this tab 
there is also a link to the Planned 
Giving program. If you are in the 
process of estate planning, or 
wish to contribute IRA required 
distributions, stocks or other 
property, the information 
provided in the Planned Giving 
brochure available at that page 
will be helpful to you.

Donation Funds and Planned Giving Informations
Continued from page 3

Assistance

“Most importantly, for us there 
are annual milestones of the 
Holy Days, tithing on each 
paycheck, baptism and observing 
our very first Passover.”

“Now is the time to consider 
what you want and why you 
want it. Set reasonable goals and 
then commit yourself to your 
next step with wise counsel.”
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“Ezra had to address this problem after 
the exile, and Israelites were commanded 
to put away their foreign wives. Ezra 9:1-6.

“In Nehemiah we find a similar admo-
nition. Mixed marriages often lead to one 
spouse compromising his beliefs and con-
victions in order to keep peace in the fam-
ily. Nehemiah 13:23-27.

“1 Corinthians 7:39: ‘A wife is bound by 
law as long as her husband lives; but if her 
husband dies, she is at liberty to be married 
to whom she wishes, only in the Lord.’

“1 Corinthians 7:39 states that after 
a woman’s husband dies, she is free to 
remarry, but that her spouse should be 
“in the Lord” (a believer). While these 
instructions are clearly written to a widow, 
it follows that the same principle would 
apply to someone who is single and seek-
ing to be married for the first time. Paul 
confirms God’s desire that those who are 
converted and possess God’s Holy Spirit 
should only seek to marry someone who 
is also converted and possesses God’s 
Holy Spirit.

“In 2 Corinthians 6:14 we see that a 
believer should not bind himself/herself 
to a relationship which would adversely 
affect his covenant relationship with 
God. This passage has a broader appli-
cation than just marriage, but we should 
not ignore the implications for a marriage 
agreement. ‘Do not be unequally yoked 

together with unbelievers. For what fel-
lowship has righteousness with lawless-
ness? And what communion has light 
with darkness?’ (2 Corinthians 6:14).  

“There is no question but that the scrip-
tures teach us to marry within the faith. 
We should clearly preach this and teach 
this to our children.

“To establish a policy in the United 
Church of God on this subject, we must 
have some level of agreement on what is 
meant by the terms ‘believer’ and ‘unbe-
liever.’ The term ‘believer’ is only found 
in one verse in the New King James—2 
Corinthians 6:15. The term ‘unbeliever’ 
or ‘unbelievers’ can be found in a total 
of nine verses (Luke 12:46; 1 Corinthi-
ans 6:6; 1 Corinthians 7:15; 1 Corinthi-
ans 14:22,23,24; 2 Corinthians 6:14,15; 
1 Timothy 5:8).

“When the Bible speaks of a believer 
it is speaking of someone who has been 
called and converted, who now possesses 
God’s Holy Spirit. A believer is a mem-
ber of the Church, the body of Christ. He 
is a Christian, one who follows Christ. 
For the sake of clarity, we often refer to 
a member as one who has been baptized 
into the body of Christ. (Emphasis from 
author: Such individuals are not mere-
ly people who have been reared in the 
Church or attend services every week, 
but are dedicated and practice a ‘way of 
life’ that mirrors the love of God and the 
example of Jesus Christ.)

“While there may be differences in 

religious practice between two people 
who are both in the faith, the differences 
become greater when you go outside 
the faith. Before an individual makes 
the decision to marry outside the faith, 
thought needs to be given to how he will 
live with those differences. How will a 
family work out the keeping of God’s 
festivals versus the holidays? How will 
the finances be managed in relationship 
to tithing? What will the children be 
taught? Can a member continue to wor-
ship God in the manner to which he or 
she has been called, without opposition 
and argument?

“All these issues of compatibility are 
important and ought to be satisfactorily 
addressed, because they will become 
magnified after marriage. While mar-
riages between members and nonmem-
bers have worked out, this is not the 
usual outcome and one should not enter 
marriage with any illusions about the 
real and potential difficulties that must 
be faced.

“After careful examination of the scrip-
tural instructions given by God, it is clear 
that the chosen and called of God are 
expected by Him to seek to marry only 
within the faith. While we do not deny 
that there are cases where interfaith mar-
riages have succeeded, the weight of expe-
rience down through the years points out 
the wisdom of the biblical instructions, 
and the many pitfalls for ignoring them. 
Therefore, it is the stand and teaching of 

the United Church of God that members 
seek to marry only within their faith.

“We also need to remember that each 
individual is responsible and accountable 
for his own actions. Inasmuch as we do 
not find the early Church expelling mem-
bers for marrying outside the faith, nei-
ther will we. Rather, if after counsel and 
caution from the ministry an individual 
still desires to marry outside the faith, 
the Church will take no punitive action, 
unless other extenuating circumstances 
are present.”

God wants what is best for each one of 
us—as a teen, a young adult, and as par-
ents. Ultimately He desires a relationship 
with each one of us. He enjoys seeing 
relationships blossom that often lead to 
marriage where He is at the center of the 
marriage union, the most intimate of all 
relationships. Parents, you may want to 
print out a copy of the “Marrying Outside 
the Faith” paper for your teen, and then 
have some discussions together.

“The Dating Dilemma” isn’t really a 
dilemma at all. God allows us to choose, 
yes, and with the specific principles from 
His Word we are guided by Him through 
the process in making the best decision, 
according to His will for us. UN

Scott Hoefker and his wife, Gayle, live 
in Mobile, Alabama, where he serves as a 
counselor and pastor of the United Church 
of God. He’s a member of the UCG mar-
riage team and also a member of the UYC 
camp team.

Continued from page 4

The Dating Dilemma

Peter here tells us that “the Lord of 
hosts” in whom this prophecy was ful-
filled is Jesus Christ. The apostle Paul 
applies several Old Testament pas-
sages about the Lord, Yahweh, to Jesus 
Christ. For example, Joel 2:32 says, 
“And it shall come to pass that whoever 
calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” In Romans 10:9-13 Paul applies 
this to Jesus Christ: “If you confess with 
your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe 
in your heart that God has raised Him 
from the dead, you will be saved . . . For 
‘whoever calls on the name of the Lord 
shall be saved.’”

And in a prophecy that is so obvious that 
we tend to read right over it, Isaiah 40:3 
foretold the coming of “the voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way 
of the Lord; make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.’” This is a prophecy 
of John the Baptist. But for whom was he 
to prepare the way? It tells us here plainly. 
John was to prepare the way for “the Lord,” 
for Yahweh. How was this prophecy ful-
filled? Read Matthew 3:3:

“For this is he who was spoken of by the 
prophet Isaiah, saying: ‘The voice of one 
crying in the wilderness: “Prepare the way 
of the Lord . . .”’” (see also Mark 1:2-3 and 
Luke 3:3-4).

John was to prepare the way for the 
coming of whom? The coming of Yahweh. 
And who was the Yahweh John prepared 
the way for? Jesus Christ.

Jesus Christ—“the Rock” of the Old 
Testament

We’ll conclude with one more example 
that identifies Jesus Christ as “the Rock” 
who accompanied Israel at the time of 
the Exodus from Egypt. Notice 1 Corin-
thians 10:1-4: “Moreover, brethren, I do 
not want you to be unaware that all our 
fathers were under the cloud, all passed 
through the sea, all were baptized into 
Moses in the cloud and in the sea, all ate 
the same spiritual food, and all drank the 
same spiritual drink. For they drank of 

that spiritual Rock that followed them, and 
that Rock was Christ.”

Here Paul clearly tells us that the God 
who directly accompanied Israel during 
the Exodus was the Being who became 
Jesus Christ. But why did Paul use the 
unusual term “Rock” to apply to Jesus 
Christ? Clearly he was pointing to the 
miracle of water coming from the rock 
(Numbers 20:11), but notice Moses’ 
repeated references to God as “the Rock” 
in Deuteronomy 32:

“He is the Rock, His work is perfect; for 
all His ways are justice, a God of truth and 
without injustice; righteous and upright is 
He” (verse 4).

“He [Jeshurun, another name for Isra-
el] . .  . abandoned the God who made 
him and rejected the Rock his Savior” 
(verse 15).

“You deserted the Rock, who fathered 
you; you forgot the God who gave you 
birth” (verse 18).

“How could one man chase a thousand, 
or two put ten thousand to flight, unless 
their Rock had sold them, unless the Lord 
had given them up? For their rock is not 
like our Rock, as even our enemies con-
cede” (verse 30-31).

Paul, an expert in the Old Testament 
Scriptures, seems to have had at least 

some of these other references to Israel’s 
“Rock” in mind when he identified Israel’s 
“Rock” as Jesus Christ.

These are not all the scriptures perti-
nent to this subject, but they are enough 
to abundantly demonstrate why the 
United Church of God believes and 
teaches that the One who interacted 
with human beings in the Old Testa-
ment period as God on behalf of the 
Father was the One we know today as 
Jesus Christ.

This is why we state in our book-
let Fundamental Beliefs of the United 
Church of God: “The Old Testament 
focuses on the God of Israel, who iden-
tifies Himself as ‘I AM’ and ‘the Lord 
God  .  .  . of Abraham,   .  .  . of Isaac, 
and . . . of Jacob’ (Exodus 3:14-15) . . . In 
John 8:58, Christ refers to Himself as ‘I 
Am.’ Thus, the One the Israelites knew 
as God, who delivered them from Egypt 
and accompanied them in the wilder-
ness, was later known in the New Tes-
tament as Jesus Christ (1 Corinthians 
10:4). The existence of the One whom 
Christ referred to as ‘the Father’ was not 
well understood by many before Christ’s 
coming—though He is sometimes spe-
cifically referred to in the Old Testa-
ment” (2009, p. 5). UN

Continued from page 5

Christ Before His 
Human Birth

“[In] 1 Corinthians 10:1-4 
Paul clearly tells us that the 
God who directly accompanied 
Israel during the Exodus was 
the Being who became Jesus 
Christ.”
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5. Jonathan enjoyed helping out with 
Camp Outreach in Indiana and Tennes-
see and he also had fun at Camp Cotu-
bic. He likes reading, watching movies, 
playing video games with his friends, 
and he loved the Feast at Panama City 
Beach, Florida.

6.  Jonathan plans to attend either East 
Tennessee State University or Pellissippy 
State College for forensic science.

7. Favorite scripture: “Trust in the 
Lord with all thine heart; and lean not 
unto thine own understanding. In all 
thy ways acknowledge Him and He shall 

direct thy paths” (Proverbs 3:5-6, King 
James Version). Favorite quote: “If you 
cannot do great things, do small things 
in a great way.” - Napoleon Hill

Skylar Walters
2. Megan Ward, Austin Ward, Star 

Walters
3. Cincinnati East
4. Skylar completed high school at 

Pint Size Preparatory High school. She 
has worked as a cashier at Cracker Bar-
rel, and now works in the bakery section 
in Walmart.

5. Skylar enjoys reading, writing poems 
and songs, composing her own music, 
playing the violin, guitar, harmonica and 
piano. Also she enjoys spending time 
with family and her eight siblings. 

6. Her plans after graduation are to 
attend Ambassador Bible College and 
see where God takes her.

7. Favorite Scripture: “There is but 
one Lawgiver, who is able to give and to 
destroy. Who are you to judge another?” 
(James 4:12).

8. Favorite Quotes: “Logic will take 
you from point A to B. Imagination will 
take you everywhere.” - Albert Einstein. 
“Everyone thinks of changing the world, 
but no one thinks of changing himself.” 
- Leo Tolstoy.

Warren Wolfgang Weis
2. Berkeley and Carmella Weis.
3. Portland, Oregon
4. Warren graduated from Camas High 

School in Camas, Washington. Warren 
was active in football, choir and the CHS 
Cam-Tech program.

5. He has been very active in the youth 
a capella choir, the adult choir and 
recently started leading hymns. Warren 
really enjoys UYC summer camps. He 
has attended UYC camps since he was a 

preteen at 6 years old. He has plans to 
attend Camp Hye Sierra this summer. He 
has attended several summer camps as 
well as Winter Camp in Wisconsin. He 
has also helped out as staff at the North-
west preteen camp. Warren enjoys shoot-
ing guns. In his spare time, Warren can 
be found in the garage working around 
the foundry furnace and pouring molten 
metal. 

6. Warren has plans to start college in 
the fall at Clark Community College in 
Vancouver, Washington. He plans on 
getting his associates degree there and 
continue on to the University of Wash-
ington to receive a degree in aerospace 
engineering. Warren is also starting an 
internship/apprenticeship this summer 
at Next Machining Solutions in Washou-
gal, Washington. 

7. Favorite scripture: “Do not let any-
one look down on you because you are 
young, but set an example for others in 
speech, in conduct, in love, in faith and 
in purity” (1 Timothy 4:12, New Interna-
tional Version).

Favorite quote: “Blood, sweat, and 
respect. The first two you give, the last 
one you earn.” - Dwayne “The Rock” 
Johnson.

Laurel Jeshana Fish
3. Los Angeles, California
4. Laurel graduated from California 

State University, Northridge (CSUN), in 
fall 2016, magna cum laude with a B.A. in 
economics, a B.S. in business administra-
tion through the CSUN Business Honors 
Program, and a minor in mathematics, 
emphasis in statistics. She is incredibly 
blessed to be working as a staff econo-
mist for a boutique litigation support and 
consulting firm in Pasadena, California, 
which specializes in economic, statistical, 
valuation and accounting analyses. Being 
surrounded by numbers all day is exciting 
and enjoyable for her.

6. She is also pursuing graduate studies 
in economics at California State Polytech-
nic University, Pomona.

7. Laurel is grateful for the continual 
support from her family and friends, 

especially that of her wonderful parents 
who have instilled in her diligence, deter-
mination, honesty, sincerity and love, and 
her bright and loving mother who worked 
so tirelessly to homeschool her from kin-
dergarten through 12th grade. Without 
the steadfast love of God and her parents, 
she knows that she would not be where 
she is today.

Favorite passages in the Bible tend to 
change with your experiences. Currently 
Laurel finds strength in the promises in 
Psalm 118:14,17; 18:28-29; 27:1; 71:5-6; 1 
Timothy 1:7; 1 Corinthians 6:19-20.

Felicia Gutierrez
2. Felix and Victoria Gutierrez
3. Oakland, California
4. Felicia graduated from California 

College of the Arts with a bachelor of fine 
arts with distinction (major in textiles, 

minor in writing and literature).
5. Felicia is a writer and artist who 

grounds her stories in material art and 
craft practices. Her interest in textiles 
comes from a love of clothing and working 
with her hands, and she uses the practice 
as a way of examining the idea of women’s 
work and elevating its value. Her senior 
thesis show was titled “Stitched! How 
I Became a Seamstress for the Supers” 
and is the story of an art student who got 
caught up in the antics of superheroes and 
supervillains in her home town, by being 
called on to make their costumes. 

7. Favorite scripture: Ecclesiastes 4:9-12.

Joshua M. Hauck
3. Chicago, Illinois
4. Joshua received his bachelor of sci-

ence degree in biomedical engineering 
with a specialization in biomechanics and 

rehabilitation from Northwestern Uni-
versity’s McCormick School of Engineer-
ing. Josh is currently working as a project 
engineer for a medical device develop-
ment startup.

Mallory Ruml
2. Douglas and Martine Ruml
3. Columbus, Ohio
4. Mallory graduated from Grove City 

College, Pennsylvania, with a bachelor of 
science degree in biology in May 2016.

5. She is currently attending Carnegie 
Mellon University, Heinz College, to earn 
a masters degree in healthcare policy and 
management.

6. Mallory loves traveling. She has 
traveled extensively overseas for the 
Feast of Tabernacles and participated 
in high school and college study abroad 
programs. 

Laurel Jeshana Fish

College/University

Felicia Gutierrez Joshua M. Hauck Mallory Ruml

Skylar Walters Warren Wolfgang Weis
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What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?

Title Host Literature Airing 
Period

When Nations Rise 
and Fall 

Darris 
McNeely

You Can 
Understand 
Bible Prophecy

July 2-8

Seduced by 
Conventional 
Wisdom?

Gary Petty
How to 
Understand the 
Bible

July 9-15

The Power of the 
Living Word

Darris 
McNeely Is the Bible True? July 16-22

Are You Led by 
God’s Spirit?

Steve 
Myers

The Power of the 
Holy Spirit July 23-29

Preparing for 
Christ’s Return Gary Petty

Christ’s Reign on 
Earth: What It 
will Be Like

July 30-Aug. 5

Television Airing Schedule

calendar of events

July 2-9: Camp Hye Sierra, Fresno, California

July 9-12: Preteen Camp Piney Woods, Big Sandy, Texas

July 9: Regional Leadership Workshop, Youngstown, Ohio

July 16-19: Preteen Camp Ironwood, Stewartville, Minnesota

July 16-19: Preteen Camp Colorado, Allenspark, Colorado

July 23-30: Camp Woodmen, Gadsden, Alabama

July 23-30: Northwest Camp, Rockaway Beach, Oregon

July 28-Aug. 6: British Isles Summer Camp, Derbyshire, England

July 30-Aug. 2: Preteen Camp Buckeye, Orrville, Ohio

July 30-Aug. 3: United Youth Corps Project, St. Lucia

July 30-Aug. 13: United Youth Corps Project, Santiago, Chile

Aug. 13-16: Preteen Camp Seven Mountains, Spring Mills, 

Pennsylvania

Aug. 13-20: United Youth Corps Project, Accra, Ghana

Aug. 21-24: Council of Elders Meetings, Cincinnati, Ohio
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https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-bible-study

Beyond Today Bible Studies

Head over to the Beyond Today 
Bible study website to watch past 
Bible study series. 

https://www.ucg.org/beyond-today/beyond-today-bible-study

