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by Peter Eddington 

Plans are well underway towards 
ground being broken for our new video 
recording studio at the home office in 
Cincinnati. We are now at the stage of 
securing building permits from both 
Miami Township and Clermont County.

Electrical and mechanical drawings 
have been drafted and approved, and the 
architectural plans have been finalized. 
Design and build services for construc-
tion are now out to bid.

Once construction actually commenc-
es, plans for the on-camera set and other 
studio components will be finalized. We 
look forward to sharing those plans and 
designs with you as they get underway.

As you can imagine, we are very excit-
ed with the opportunities the new facil-
ity will give us in being more effective 
in our work to preach the gospel of the 
Kingdom! When completed we will have 
a very fine video recording facility that 
will be extremely flexible in fitting our 
needs. We even plan for enough space 
for a studio audience and live webcasting 
capability.

To date we have received $575,000 
towards funding the facility. Therefore, if 
members would like to help us reach our 
financial goals for the video recording stu-
dio, it would be most welcome. Please note 
on your contribution that it is for the “Video 
Recording Studio.” UN
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Beyond Today Travels to Germany and Belgium
by Peter Eddington 

An exciting and very profitable Beyond 
Today video recording trip was under-
taken July 18-28 to areas of Germany and 
Belgium. All three U.S. TV presenters were 
on the journey, and they recorded two pro-
grams each. In addition, UCG’s German-
language presenter, Paul Kieffer, recorded 
three programs in German. A crew of four 
also accompanied the presenters: two cam-
eramen, a producer and a logistics assistant.

The reason for these on-location 
recordings is that 2017 marks the 500th 
anniversary of Martin Luther affixing 
his 95 Theses to the door of the castle 
church of Wittenberg on Oct. 31, 1517. 
That event launched what would become 
known as the Protestant Reformation. 
Gary Petty recorded an entire program 
about the Reformation and explained 
how it did not go far enough in restoring 
biblical truth. (The September-October 
2017 issue of Beyond Today magazine is 
going to heavily feature topics that sur-
round this 500th anniversary, and also its 
prophetic implications.)

What we are producing are “documen-

tary-style” programs that we believe will 
engage our viewers intently with the gospel 
message. Gary Petty recorded his material 
right at the church where Martin Luther 
nailed his theses to the church door—plus 
at several other historic locations. In addi-
tion, other prophetic and Christian-living 
topics were recorded by Steve Myers and 
Darris McNeely, which are relevant to the 

preaching of the gospel of the Kingdom.
Here is what is now currently being edit-

ed. We plan for the first one about Martin 
Luther to air in October. The others will air 
from October through January:

• “Martin Luther: The Unfinished 
Reformation” by Gary Petty

• “Tearing Down the Walls That 
Divide Us” by Gary Petty

• “The Beast and the False Prophet” 
by Steve Myers

• “Why Does God Allow Suffering?” 
by Steve Myers

• “Why Europe Matters: The Lethal 
Combination of Church and State” 
by Darris McNeely

• “Why Europe Matters: Ancient 
Roots” by Darris McNeely

• “Why Europe Matters: Ancient 
Roots” by Paul Kieffer

• “The Beast and the False Prophet” 
by Paul Kieffer

• “Why Europe Matters: Ancient 
Roots” by Paul Kieffer

Unfortunately, the journey got off to a 
slow start when important technical equip-
ment did not arrive in Berlin, Germany, on 
time. An entire case of camera equipment 
was delayed for about 16 hours. Thankful-
ly, we received the delivery at 1:30 a.m. just 
in time for an important standup record-
ing session inside the historic Pergamon 
Museum at 6:30 a.m. that same day!

Please see page 10

Peter Eddington and Rudy Rangel look at the new addition plans with Mark Bredemeier and Mike 
Barnard. 

From left to right: Steve Myers, Rudy Rangel, Jesmina Allaoua, Peter Eddington, Darris McNeely, Paul 
Kieffer, Gary Petty and Jamie Schreiber. Pictured is the crew who took part in this project. They are 
seen at the Ishtar Gate Exhibit at the Pergamon Museum in Berlin, Germany.
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Look Inside for Special UYC Section!

Permits Underway, Sub-contractors Chosen
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ABC Welcome Picnic and Orientation Day
by Frank Dunkle

The alumni of Ambassador Bible Col-
lege welcomed the class of 2018 to ABC 
with a picnic on Sunday, Aug. 27. Food 
and decorations matched the theme of 
“Beach Party.” 

There were 22 incoming students 
who mixed with faculty and staff, along 
with more than a dozen former students 
from the Cincinnati area. Because the 
ABC program lasts only one academic 
year, it does not have upperclassmen to 
guide and mentor new students. How-
ever, several graduates live nearby—
some even share housing with current 
students—and are able to fill that role.

The welcome picnic began with a game 
of get-to-know-you bingo, followed by a 
delicious meal of chicken, vegetable or 
meatball kebabs with a side of flavorful 
rice. A round of novelty Olympic games 
provided another fun way to interact 
before the group set up desks and chairs 
for the orientation to the school year 
scheduled for the next day.

The new class features students from 
India, Brazil, Mexico, Germany, the 

Philippines and, of course, the United 
States. The class is also diverse in age 
and experience, ranging from recent 
high school graduates through those 
with some prior college experience to 
a few with advanced academic degrees.

On Monday morning the ABC orien-
tation began. The class was introduced 
to the faculty, and procedures and poli-
cies were discussed. The class schedule 
was also reviewed. Victor Kubik gave a 
talk to the class before lunch. He cov-
ered the importance of ABC and the 
mission of ABC.

Later there was a dessert social and a 
tour of the home office. Both of these 
events allowed for the students to meet 
the staff who work at the home office. At 
the end of the day Ken Shoemaker had 
a meeting with the class to discuss the 
ABC chorale and to see who was inter-
ested for the year.

Overall, the ABC faculty members 
are eager to continue the tradition of 
passing on the truths of God’s Word to 
a new group of students. We’re excited 
to begin the school year. UN

by Jaime Diaz

Good Works is a program started by 
the United Church of God to address 
needs that aren’t accounted for in the 
regular budget (natural disasters, interna-
tional work and outreach). Our program 
accomplishes big things. It’s a great way 
to organize efforts to reach a much wider 
audience, but it’s not the only way. 

In 2013, along with my wife Lorena, I 
had the opportunity to attend the Ambas-
sador Bible College. During that year, in 
addition to all of the biblical education we 
received, we had the opportunity to meet 
and connect with many people who work 
at the home office. One of them happens 
to coordinate for the Good Works pro-
gram.

It had not occurred to us that we could 
propose a Good Works project in our 
country. The knowledge that one of these 
projects could eventually be conducted 
in our country caught our attention and 
encouraged us to try.

In December of 2014 our proposal for 
a project in Chile was accepted, and in 
August of 2015 we conducted a success-
ful project. It was successful physically as 
well as spiritually.

This was a wonderful opportunity for 
some of the young people in Chile to 
know and recognize the international 
nature of the work of the Church, in addi-
tion to strengthening ties with brethren 
from different countries and creating 
contacts to participate in other projects 

around the world.
Despite the success of this first experi-

ence of bringing together volunteers from 
different countries, there was a spirit in 
the participants that led to an interesting 
idea: “Why wait for foreign volunteers to 
do good works in our country?” The Bible 
is full of references to the importance of 
doing good works (Matthew 5:16; Acts 
9:36; Ephesians 2:10; 1 Timothy 2:10; 5:10, 
25; 6:18; Titus 2:7, 14; 3:8, 14; Hebrews 
10:24; 1 Peter 2:12). This does not refer to 
large expenditures of economic resources 
or to large trips—this has to do with how 
we live our lives.

We greatly appreciate the Good Works 
program, because together with helping 
others through classes, with learning 
new things, or working on construction 
projects, it has also helped to develop 
bonds between young people from dif-
ferent parts of the world, making the 
world become “smaller” for the mem-
bers in Chile. It’s helped us to see that 
the United States, Australia and other 
countries are not so far away. They are 
not unreachable, and the stamps of 
these countries may be marked in their 
passports if they so wish. We are bound 
together through God’s Spirit and the 
work of the Church.

We have been able to carry out “official” 
Good Works projects in 2015, 2016 and in 
August of 2017.

However, we wanted to answer the 
question asked earlier: “Why wait for 

foreign volunteers to do good works?” 
The Good Works program doesn’t 
invite us to do good once in while, or 
to help people just once a year. That is 
not enough.

We appreciate Good Works and the role 
it plays in providing for a wider range of 
needs. We have come to see it as an incen-
tive for local members and congregations 
in Chile to be attentive to local needs and 
the needs within the community on a 
regular basis, not just once a year.

This is how we have come to conduct 
local Good Works projects, being an aid 
to the community and congregation at 
any time we are able.

Some of our local projects have included 
help to a family after they had a fire, help 
in the construction of a home in southern 
Chile, parties for children in a public square 
in Argentina and collection and delivery of 

educational materials in two schools.
These are projects that we have con-

ducted locally, because they are smaller 
and manageable for our local congrega-
tions. Because these are local you won’t 
see advertising on the Church website 
or in the eNews. But we challenge you to 
think about the needs of your local con-
gregation and your local community. Per-
haps your congregation already has local 
service projects. If so, we invite you to 
share how your congregation is conduct-
ing Good Works.

If not, we invite you to converse with 
your pastor to build your own local Good 
Works group and take part in the good 
works that God has called us to perform.

“And let our people also learn to 
maintain good works, to meet urgent 
needs, that they may not be unfruitful” 
(Titus 3:14). UN

“Local” Good Works in Chile

Group who took part in a 2016 Good Works project in Chile
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Top: Mr. Myers discusses procedures, policies and schedules with the new ABC class.  
Bottom left: Paula Lichtensztejn and Coleen Guintu pose for a photo at the ABC welcome picnic. 
Bottom right: Hannah Shoemaker and Kraig Bledsoe play relay games at the picnic. 
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My thoughts this week are motivated by 
preparing for my Feast of Tabernacles ser-
mon. I plan to speak about making sense 
out of suffering in the context of rejoicing. 
Yesterday, I sent my title, “Understanding 
Suffering in Order to Rejoice,” to Charles 
Melear for publication in the brochures to 
be distributed at the festival sites.

I pray daily for those who are suffer-
ing from sickness, the death of loved ones 
and the fiery trials that beset so many. 
We’ve had plenty lately. I ask: How do we 
cope with this and be encouraged and 
give encouragement?

When I read the Bible in Ukrainian or 
Russian, I sometimes find a slightly differ-
ent slant, if you will, on meanings that we are 
familiar with in our primary language. It’s 
not a totally different meaning, but it gives 
us a different perspective on the subject.

One that was brought to my attention 
this week was a Greek word in a familiar 
passage that has a different perspective 
on a meaning that we are familiar with. 
It’s a verse we quote often, but do we truly 
understand the power that is behind it? It 
is found in Matthew 24:13. This familiar 

verse reads: “He who endures to the end 
shall be saved.” Sometimes we may look 
at the word “endures” and think: “Okay, 
I’ll grit my teeth, gird up my loins, put my 
shoulder to the wheel, and grind it out. It’ll 
be tough, but I’ll make it.”

Such a commitment may be admirable, 
but the word “endures” actually holds 
an encouraging and inspiring meaning 
behind it that we need to consider. The 
Greek verb is transliterated hypomeno. 
Hypomeno is a New Testament power 
word with considerable depth.

When we think of the English language 
word “endure,” we can have an image 
of someone who is hunkered down in a 
storm, miserably trying to wait things 
out. Hypomeno is a Greek verb that means 

“to bear up courageously,” not just simply 
“wait things out” through our own human 
power. The noun form of this power 
word—hupomone—holds even more sig-
nificance. It is something we all want, and 
it represents a direct gift from God.

Hupomone is often translated as 
“patience” or “perseverance” in the New 
Testament. Neither English word does it 
justice. To have the character quality of 
hupomone means to have the incredible 
capacity to turn trials and troubles into 
greatness and glory!

That is why James tells us incongruously 
to “count it all joy” when we are engulfed 
in a trial (James 1:2). At first, James’ advice 

by Rainer Salomaa

The other day, my wife and I got back 
from a family vacation. I introduced our 
grandchildren to salmon and halibut fish-
ing. I am hoping they will develop a life-
time joy in catching fish. It is something 
that I learned to do as a small boy. Need-
less to say, I have fish on my mind.

At one time, we used to live a short driv-
ing distance from the Adams River in the 
Central Interior of British Columbia. Most 
of the land on both sides of this 7.5 mile 
long narrow river has been incorporated 
into the Roderick Haig-Brown Conserva-

tion Area. This is the site of one of the great 
marvels of God’s awesome creation—the 
Adams River sockeye salmon run.

Every four years mature sockeye make 
their arduous 300-mile trip up the Fra-
ser River, passing through the Thomp-
son River and into Shuswap Lake by way 
of Little River. This leads to the Adams 
River, the spawning ground of between 2 
and 3 million salmon. They arrive about 
the time of the fall festivals. No one knows 
for sure how they can find their way from 
the infinite emptiness of the North Pacif-

ic, one third of the way to Japan, back to 
their exact birth place. Scientific Ameri-
can published an article titled “How Do 
Spawning Fish Navigate Back to the Very 
Stream Where They Were Born?” They 
said that few homing species can match 
the precision of the salmon but admit-
ted that how they do it is not completely 
understood.

Crowds of up to 300,000 people come to 
view this majestic, spectacular phenom-

Sockeye Salmon
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Please see page 21

How can you endure to the end with encouragement? We must strive for that character that turns trials 
into greatness and glory. 

Sockeye salmon swim through many obstacles in their migration journey. When we swim through life 
and meet our own obstacles, we must remember that we can make it through any obstacles with God’s 
help and guidance, just as the sockeye salmon. 

VIC TOR KUBIK
President
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Has the Trumpet Sounded in Your Heart?
by Steven Britt

Human beings are naturally pro-
grammed to look toward the source of a 
loud sound to assess where it came from 
and what it was made by. The sudden 
presence of noise puts us on alert, and 
our bodies prepare for danger as we inves-
tigate the cause. This is a matter of sur-
vival, and sometimes immediate action is 
needed!

The Hebrew name of the festival we call 
“Feast of Trumpets” is yom teruah, which 
literally means “day of great noise.” In its 
usage throughout the Old Testament, the 
word teruah can refer to trumpet blasts 
(Numbers 10:2-5), the vocal battle cries 
of an army (Joshua 6:5), or the sound 
of a great number of people (1 Samuel 
4:5). Trumpet blasts in particular served 
various purposes—to assemble people 
together (Numbers 10:2-4), to announce 
the arrival of an army for war (Numbers 
10:9), or to glorify God with music (1 
Chronicles 13:8).

The Feast of Trumpets has great pro-
phetic significance in God’s plan, and the 
intent of this “great noise” becomes clear 

no matter which angle we observe from: 
God is going to get the world’s attention 
with these incredible sounds! But the 
question we in the Church must ask our-
selves at this time of year is whether or not 
God has our attention—has the trumpet 
sounded in our hearts?

The Battle Cry
Revelation 8-9 pictures a time when six 

great trumpet blasts will resound through 
the earth, each accompanied by terrible 
plagues. In Revelation 11:15, a seventh 
blast declares that “the kingdoms of this 
world have become the kingdoms of our 
Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign 
forever and ever!”

Even after the awful plagues of the 
first six trumpets, Revelation 9:20-21 
reveals that the people who remain 
alive will not repent of their evil deeds. 
Even after so much suffering, famine 
and bloodshed, some will stubbornly 
refuse to accept the message that they 
must turn from their sins. And so comes 
the final wake-up call to mankind when 
Jesus descends with “the voice of an 

archangel, and with the trumpet of God” 
(1 Thessalonians 4:16). This astonish-
ing sound becomes a battle cry as the 
army of God lays waste to the armies 
of the world gathered against Jerusalem 
(Revelation 19:11-21).

Afterwards, when Jesus and the resur-
rected saints begin to reign, all of man-

kind will have heard the sound and be 
on alert, ready to finally investigate the 
source of such great calamity! They will 
come to realize that this worldwide disas-
ter and unimaginable suffering was the 
result of sin, and they will learn God’s holy 

God has called us to repentance today, before the world has heard the battle cry. We need to prepare 
ourselves for that time now. Has the trumpet sounded in your heart? Are you ready?
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Rejoice, It’s the Feast of Tabernacles
by Joshua Creech

Each year we are commanded by God 
to keep His annual feasts. These feasts 
are a constant reminder of God’s divine 
purpose. We see the command to rejoice 
in the instructions given in Leviticus per-
taining to the Feast of Tabernacles. Leviti-
cus 23:40: “And you shall take for your-
selves on the first day the fruit of beautiful 
trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs 
of leafy trees, and willows of the brook; 
and you shall rejoice before the Lord your 
God for seven days.” Here we see “rejoice” 
used for the first time in the Bible. Why is 
rejoicing during this Feast so significant 
to God, and how are we to rejoice?

The Feast of Tabernacles symbolizes 
God’s restoration process. These seven 
days represent the 1,000-year reign of Jesus 
Christ over this restoration process. Dur-
ing this time, Satan will already have been 
locked away temporarily (represented by 
the Day of Atonement), and peace and har-
mony will be maintained. What could be 
a better occasion for rejoicing? We should 
be filled with joy because this will set up an 
environment conducive to teaching man-
kind. The teaching of God’s truth will be 
bountiful. Mankind will finally have the 
opportunity to devotedly obey God with-
out Satan’s influence and begin to repair 

their relationships with Him that were 
damaged through a life of sin. Today we are 
each striving to be lights in a world with 
little regard to God’s instruction. We can 
rejoice during the Feast because we know 
the significance of teaching God’s way of 
life in an environment that will finally be 
focused on God.

Rejoice that if we remain diligent and 
faithful to God’s work, then we will take 
part in guiding those who don’t know the 
truth prior to Christ’s return. Jesus prom-
ised in Revelation 2:26: “And he who over-
comes and keeps My works until the end, 
to him I will give power over the nations.” 

Imagine the excitement as the first-
fruits and Christ educate those who live 
during this period; the bliss that mankind 
will experience by following God’s every 
commandment. We are currently striving 
to prepare ourselves for this time in the 
world today. We are learning and growing 
in God’s truth. We are preparing to reach 
those who are searching and are called by 
Him today. The opportunity to help God’s 
family grow is why we rejoice. 

We are given a special opportunity at 
the Feast of Tabernacles. By diligently 
saving our festival tithe and obeying His 
commandments, blessings are bestowed 
upon us. Deuteronomy 14:22-29 depicts 

faithfully tithing and the use of the tithe 
to keep the Feast of Tabernacles. Verse 
26 gives specific instructions on how to 
handle some of our tithe: “And you shall 
spend that money for whatever your heart 
desires; for oxen or sheep, for wine or sim-
ilar drink, for whatever your heart desires; 
you shall eat there before the Lord your 
God, and you shall rejoice, you and your 
household” (Deuteronomy 14:26).

Here we see “rejoice” again. This time 
it correlates to the purchase of things that 
we would enjoy. This is significant because 
during Christ’s reign the earth will pro-

duce abundant harvest for those who are 
obedient. For those attending the Feast, 
we receive a small glimpse into what is in 
store for the future. The enjoyment that 
occurs when we receive blessings today 
is going to be multiplied a hundredfold 
when the earth is repaired and restored. 
Rejoice in the blessings today and pray for 
the time when all will take part in that joy.

It is always a good idea to do our best 
to help others rejoice during the Feast as 
well. Hebrews 13:16 says: “But do not for-

What brings you joy at the Feast of Tabernacles? Is it seeing old friends? Eating a nice dinner? Serving 
brethren? 

Please see page 21

Please see page 21
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by Darris McNeely

Some phone calls are remembered more 
than others. I well remember the call that 
woke me from sleep to tell me my father 
had died. That wakeup call stays with me 
to this day.

My father had been fighting cancer for 
two years. Just a few weeks before the call 
I had been home to see him. He was con-
fined to bed by then. My mother had to 
do everything for him. She was a constant 
and caring presence. When I said good-
bye I thought this could well be the last 
time I would see him. He made a com-
ment about my eldest son, who was in the 
room, I bent over to kiss him, and then he 
turned to the window and I left the room.

My brother called that morning and 
said my father had died just a few minutes 
earlier. I dressed and walked to a restau-
rant across the street from my hotel and 
got a cup of coffee. As I sorted through 
my thoughts and emotions it came to 
me what day this was. It was the bibli-
cal Eighth Day. The Feast of Tabernacles 
had ended the night before, and I would 
be gathering in a few hours with fellow 
Church members to observe the day.

The Eighth Day
Since then I have continued to observe 

the Eighth Day festival, one of God’s annual 
Holy Days. Always on every annual occa-
sion I have thought about it as the day my 
father died and the time when I will again 
see my father live through a resurrection.

The Eighth Day pictures the time when 
all who have ever lived and died without 
knowing the one true God and His Son 
Jesus Christ, will return to physical life, 
to have their one opportunity for eternal 
salvation. It is the day of salvation for “the 
rest of the dead,” the unknown numbers 
of humans who never knew the “one true 
God” (John 17:3).

There, in one direct sentence, is the 
answer to so many questions people have 
about the meaning of life, the reason for 
suffering and the answer to why there is 
evil in the world. God the merciful, God 
the Creator of all life, wills that all who have 
lived might have a chance for salvation.

The Rest of the Dead
In the book of Revelation the apostle 

John was given detailed visions of events 
that will close this age and bring to earth 
the rule of Jesus Christ. Many other 
prophecies give various elements of this 
truth, including what is specifically called 
a “first resurrection” of a group of saints 
who will live and reign with Christ for a 
thousand years. Those saints in this resur-

rection will sit on thrones and make judg-
ments (Revelation 20:4-6).

This “first” resurrection is mentioned 
in other places. Here it is connected to a 
specific length of time, a thousand years, 
a period also known as the Millennium, a 
period described elsewhere as the “times of 
restoration of all things” (Acts 3:21) when 
the earth will be restored to what God 
intended from the beginning of creation.

In verse 5 there is the statement: “But 
the rest of the dead did not live again until 
the thousand years were finished.” Here we 
find reference to a specific group of people. 
Who are they? Where do they fit in the pur-
pose of God? Let’s read on. Verse 7 tells us 
after the thousand years are expired Satan 
is released from the bottomless pit and is 
allowed to deceive people once again. This 
ends when fire from God devours those 
who do his bidding and the devil is cast 
into the lake of fire to be tormented forever 
(Revelation 20:7-10).

“Then I saw a great white throne and 
Him who sat on it, from whose face the 
earth and heaven fled away. And there 
was found no place for them. And I saw 
the dead, small and great, standing before 
God, and books were opened. And anoth-
er book was opened, which is the Book of 
Life. And the dead were judged according 
to their works, by the things which were 
written in the books. The sea gave up the 
dead who were in it, and Death and Hades 
delivered up the dead who were in them. 
And they were judged, each one accord-
ing to his works” (Revelation 20:11-13).

Here is described the most hope-filled 
of passages from the Bible. Here, after the 
thousand-year period of restoration and 
a final removal of the source of all evil 
from the earth, is described a resurrec-
tion different from that called the first. 
It is a resurrection to judgment for the 
dead. Their life is judged by what is writ-
ten in books that are opened. These are 
the books of the Bible whose understand-
ing is first opened to them at that time. In 
other words, this passage is describing the 
masses of the world who never had a day 
of salvation. They lived for however long 
on the earth, loving, marrying, living life 
as it had been dealt to them and making 
the best of it, seeking to live a sensible life.

This resurrection is for the pagan and 
the agnostic. For the atheist who cursed 
the idea of God. For the pagan who wor-
shipped many gods, hoping that one would 
hear him or her and help make sense of life. 
This resurrection is for those who lived 
lives of alienation not only from God but 
from the civil society of their day. This res-
urrection is for those like my father who 

was a good man but who saw no need for 
religion in his life. This resurrection is for 
the dead, “small and great,” who will have 
their first chance to know the one true God 
and enter into life eternal.

Better for Sodom and Gomorrah
Jesus Christ spoke to the questions of 

those who had lived and died without 
knowing God in a personal worship and 
relationship. The story of Sodom and 
Gomorrah leaves questions about the 
eternal fate of those caught in the web of 
sin and unable to repent. These ancient 
cities experienced the judgment of God 
in a fiery storm of death. Yet their story 
is not over.

Christ’s teaching to His disciples shows 
they will live again in a day of judgment. 
Speaking of those cities who in His day 
would not heed the gospel He reveals the 
day of judgment that must mean this time 
spoken of in Revelation. “Assuredly, I say to 
you, it will be more tolerable for the land of 
Sodom and Gomorrah in the day of judg-
ment than for that city!” (Matthew 10:15).

With the same thought He chided three 
cities in Galilee—Chorazin, Bethsaida 
and Capernaum—for not responding to 
the works done in their midst. Tyre and 
Sidon, two gentile cities notorious for their 
obstinate sin, would receive more under-
standing in the day of judgment than they 
would. Even Sodom would have repented 
had they seen the miracles and preaching 
of Jesus. “Assuredly, I say to you, it will be 
more tolerable for the land of Sodom and 
Gomorrah in the day of judgment than for 
that city!” (Matthew 11:21-23).

The time of judgment referred to in 
these verses coincides perfectly with what 
is described in Revelation 20.

What About Israel?
The understanding behind this Eighth 

Day festival sheds light on one of the 

critical questions of the New Testament. 
In Romans 9, Paul laments the condition 
of his people, Israel, with whom God had 
entered a special relationship and was 
now changed. “I tell the truth in Christ, 
I am not lying, my conscience also bear-
ing me witness in the Holy Spirit, that I 
have great sorrow and continual grief in 
my heart. For I could wish that I myself 
were accursed from Christ for my breth-
ren, my countrymen according to the 
flesh, who are Israelites, to whom pertain 
the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the 
giving of the law, the service of God, and 
the promises; of whom are the fathers and 
from whom, according to the flesh, Christ 
came, who is over all, the eternally blessed 
God. Amen” (Romans 9:1-5).

Paul knew the relationship between God 
and Israel had changed through the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. He states 
that he would give up his salvation if it 
would heal the breach. But he knows that 
is not the answer. His statement is one of 
deep grief for Israel’s blindness.

In chapters 9, 10 and 11 of Romans he 
describes the depth of God’s plan. Israel’s 
sin and rejection of God led to the open-
ing for the gentiles to enter a divine rela-
tionship with God. Paul was the bearer 
of that gospel message and he comes to 
conclude that Israel will be restored and 
have a relationship with God in a new 
and better covenant. In Romans 11:15 he 
states: “For if their being cast away is the 
reconciling of the world, what will their 
acceptance be but life from the dead?” He 
concludes on a hopeful note: “And so, all 
Israel shall be saved” (Romans 11:26).

The Valley of the Dry Bones
Paul’s words fill out the vision of Ezekiel 

where the prophet saw the bones in the 
valley come together and live with sin-

The Eighth Day—A Time of Restoration

Please see page 22
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There will come a day when we will have the opportunity to once again see our loved ones who died. 
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by Don Hooser

Does God still miraculously heal peo-
ple’s health problems like He did in the 
Bible? Yes, absolutely! Our Great Physi-
cian can diagnose and heal any and all 
health problems. And He’s doing it every 
day around the world, at no charge and 
with no negative side effects!

God even joyfully defines Himself as 
He “who forgives all your iniquities, who 
heals all your diseases” (Psalm 103:3). 
In fact, in Exodus 15:26, God’s name in 
Hebrew is Yhwh-raphah. The English 
Standard Version translates it as “the 
Lord, your healer.” And Jesus’ commis-
sion to His Church in Mark 16:15-18 
includes this sign: “They will lay hands 
on the sick, and they will recover.”

God loves to heal us so He loves for 
us to ask for His healing. Healings bring 
glory to God and great relief and joy to 
people. And healing enables God’s people 
to better carry out His work!

Of course our primary goal should 
always be the ultimate healing and ulti-
mate victory—the resurrection from 
death to life.

Does God Always Heal Us When We 
Ask Him To?

You can be sure that God is always sym-
pathetic regarding our suffering (Hebrews 
4:14-16). But He does not always remove 
the suffering. Does a responsible parent 
give his child everything he asks for? Of 
course not. Likewise, our Heavenly Father 
considers many factors in deciding when 
to say “yes” and when to say “no.” God 
considers countless options. For example, 
God might heal only the acute problem 
(an asthma attack), or He might heal the 
chronic problem (asthma).

Obviously, if God always healed us in 
this lifetime, we would never die!

When God decides to heal, it is not 
always immediate. Sometimes God wants 
to first test our attitudes, faith and patience 
(James 1:2-4).

If you ask for healing and do not receive 
it, please don’t feel rejected, disillusioned 
or unloved. Beloved disciples of God 
who have great faith are often not healed. 
When God has a choice as to what is best 
for you spiritually versus what is best for 
you physically, He definitely will choose 
what is best for you spiritually.

Numerous Bible scriptures tell us that 
personal trials and suffering often “work 
together for good” by helping us to learn 
lessons and to grow spiritually in various 

ways (see Romans 8:28; 5:3-5; Philippians 
1:12-14; 1 Peter 1:6-9). For example, God 
denied Paul’s request for healing to help 
keep him humble (2 Corinthians 12:1-10).

Divine (Supernatural) Healing 
Versus Natural Healing

In this article, “natural healing” refers to 
what the body with its amazingly complex 
immune system is doing 24/7 to maintain, 
protect and heal itself, thanks to God’s 
design! When people get sick or injured, 
they often get well without any interven-
tion by God. God even provided this for 
animals and plants! When animals and 
plants get injured or sick, they often heal!

So what is a “miracle?” It is when God 
causes an exception to what would “natu-
rally” happen by interceding with the 
power of His Holy Spirit. For example, 
every answered prayer is a miracle.

People often think of miraculous healing 
as immediate, total and spectacular because 
of the accounts of healings by Christ and 
the apostles. However, God caused those 
public and dramatic healings as a way to 
draw crowds of listeners, to prove Christ’s 
divinity, to demonstrate His compassion 
and to get the Church started. See Matthew 
4:23-25; 9:35-36; 14:14; 15:30-31; 10:1-8; 
Acts 8:5-8. But most miracles are not spec-
tacular or even obvious.

We cannot assist God with divine heal-
ing, but we can and should do physical 
things to assist our bodies with natural 
healing. Our bodies and minds belong 
to God so we must be good stewards to 
protect, preserve and provide for them (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20).

For example, when we maintain good 
health habits including a nutritious diet, 
exercise, sufficient sleep and a positive atti-
tude, we are supporting the body’s natural 
biological healing mechanisms so they 
will continue to function well. In addition, 
today we have a seemingly infinite vari-
ety of options for diagnosing and treating 
health problems. We refer to most of those 
options as “healthcare” or “medical.”

This article is not about how to make 
healthcare decisions. Those decisions are 
very personal. Each person should pray 
for God’s guidance, do research and con-
sult with competent professionals to make 
the wisest decisions that he can financially 
afford. “In the multitude of counselors 
there is safety” (Proverbs 11:14).

The Bible never speaks negatively about 
doctors and medicine. Paul referred to 
Luke as “the beloved physician” (Colos-

sians 4:14). See also Luke 5:31; 10:34; Prov-
erbs 17:22; Isaiah 1:6; Jeremiah 8:22; 30:13; 
51:8; Ezekiel 34:4. Of course a person 
should seek reputable care when choosing 
a physician or healthcare provider.

Divine Healing Is a Vital Part of 
God’s Plan for Humanity

Every effect has a cause (Proverbs 26:2), 
and health problems are often the conse-
quence of mistakes and mishaps—com-
mitted by the person who is sick or by 
others or by both. The mistakes some-
times include sins and sometimes do not 
include sins. (The Bible defines sin as the 
breaking of God’s Ten Commandments 
and other spiritual laws—1 John 3:4; 5:2-
3.) The causes of maladies can be a mys-
tery because maladies often result from 
a combination of causes of which we are 
mostly unaware.

One of the reasons Jesus suffered so ter-
ribly was to pay the penalties for all those 
human mistakes and sins. When God heals 
someone, He is accepting the suffering of 
Christ in place of our suffering. 1 Peter 
2:24 (New Living Translation) says: “By 
His wounds you are healed.” This chapter 
is referring primarily to spiritual healing 
but also to the healing of health problems.

Peter is quoting Isaiah 53:5, so look at 
Isaiah 52:13 through Isaiah 53:12. That 
section is a prophecy of the torture and 
crucifixion of Christ. Verse 4 says: “Surely 

He has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows.” The Hebrew word translated 
“griefs” (in this verse and the previous 
verse) also has the meaning of sicknesses. 
The Hebrew word translated “sorrows” 
(in this verse and the previous verse) also 
has the meaning of pains. This is evident 
in several Bible translations.

Now compare with Matthew 8:16-17—
“When evening had come, they brought 
to Him [Christ] many who were demon-
possessed. And He cast out the spirits with 
a word, and healed all who were sick, that it 
might be fulfilled which was spoken by Isa-
iah the prophet, saying: ‘He himself took 
our infirmities and bore our sicknesses.’”

Matthew is quoting Isaiah 53:4, which 
proves that one of the purposes for Christ’s 
excruciating suffering was to take our infir-
mities and sicknesses upon Himself so they 
can be removed from us! He “suffered for 
us!” (1 Peter 2:21). Further evidence of this 
is seen in 1 Corinthians 11:29-30.

The Steps to Take to Receive God’s 
Healing

In James 5:14, we read: “Is anyone 
among you sick? Let him call for the elders 
of the church, and let them pray over him, 
anointing him with oil in the name of the 
Lord.” We believe James meant “any of the 
elders,” so calling one elder is sufficient.

The drop of olive oil is symbolic of 
God’s Holy Spirit, the power by which 
God heals. The anointing involves the lay-
ing on of hands by the minister and that 
follows the example of Jesus (Mark 6:5; 
Luke 4:40; 13:13).

When the prayer is “in the name of the 

Divine Healing
God’s Loving Gift of Miraculous Healing

Please see next page
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If you ask for healing and do not receive it, please don’t feel rejected, disillusioned or unloved. Beloved 
disciples of God who have great faith are often not healed. 

We cannot assist God with 
divine healing, but we can and 
should do physical things to assist 
our bodies with natural healing.
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Lord,” Christ is authorizing the minister 
to act on His behalf.

Then James 5:15 says: “And the prayer 
of faith will save the sick, and the Lord will 
raise him up. And if he has committed 
sins, he will be forgiven.” The Greek word 
for “save” is sozo, which can mean deliver, 
make whole, preserve, heal. “Raise him up” 
refers to being made well.

Notice that it says “if he has committed 
sins,” so sin is not always involved. There-
fore when we ask for healing, that implies 
that we are also asking God to forgive us 
of any sins that were partly to blame for 
the sickness. God may or may not heal us 
at that time but He will always forgive us. 
So when He forgives and heals, we have a 
double blessing!

Then verse 16 says: “Confess your tres-
passes to one another, and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed. The 
effective, fervent prayer of a righteous 
man avails much.” God is very pleased 
with loving intercessory prayers! This 
verse implies humility, honesty and open-
ness, but it does not mean that sins need 
to be confessed to another human being. 
This may be a suggestion that when you 
ask others to pray for you, you should be 
somewhat open about whatever mistakes 
you made that caused the sickness.

The Option of an Anointed Cloth
If it is impractical for the elder to come 

to you right away, there is another option. 
In Acts 19:11-12, we read: “Now God 
worked unusual miracles by the hands of 
Paul, so that even handkerchiefs or aprons 
were brought from his body to the sick, 
and the diseases left them and the evil 
spirits went out of them.”

Following Paul’s example (1 Corinthi-
ans 11:1), the elder anoints a piece of cloth 
with oil, lays his hands on it, prays for the 
person’s healing, and mails the cloth to the 
person, often with a letter that gives some 
explanation and instruction.

Does God sometimes heal when a per-
son has not called an elder for anoint-
ing? Yes, He does. God holds people 
accountable according to the degree of 
their understanding (see Luke 12:47-48; 
Romans 3:20; 7:7; 14:23; James 4:17). 
Therefore, when people pray in faith for 
healing but are unaware of the instruc-
tions in James 5 and Acts 19, God often 
heals them.

Now to summarize. If you are suffering 
a health problem that is serious enough 
to interfere with your responsibilities like 
work or school, and you are not rapidly 
improving in spite of your initial reme-
dies, God wants you to seek His healing. 
Then while you are hoping and waiting 
for God’s miraculous healing, seek a diag-
nosis and treatment plan that will likely 
assist the natural healing.

Conditions for Answered Prayers 
and Healings

What are some biblical conditions we 
should understand regarding healing?

First, we must have faith in God as Cre-
ator and Healer. Faith in God and love 
for God are demonstrated by our obe-
dience to His Commandments (1 John 
3:22; 5:3). To increase one’s faith, reading 
God’s Word is essential. Regarding faith 
for healing, read the scriptures that tell 
of the countless miraculous healings (see 
Matthew 4:24; 9:35-36; 10:1, 8; 15:30).

Faith for God’s healing means that we 
know that God loves us, He is able to heal 
us, and He will heal us if and when it is His 
will to do so. We should ask for God’s will 
to be done just as Jesus Christ expressed 
in Luke 22:42.

There are other conditions. They 
include praying in the name of Jesus 
Christ (John 14:12-14; 16:23-24) and 

continuing to pray with perseverance, and 
sometimes with fasting (Matthew 6:5-18; 
7:7; Luke 18:1-8; Romans 8:25; Ephesians 
6:18; James 5:11; Psalm 35:13).

Concluding Thoughts
God loves all people as His children, 

and His offer of miraculous healing 
is one of His greatest blessings, often 
regarded as second only to His offer of 
salvation!

When you ask God for healing, you 
have put the matter in His hands and trust 
Him to make the best decisions. God will 
bless you spiritually whether or not He 
blesses you physically at that time.

When God blesses you with divine 
healing, it certainly is a time of relief and 
joy and a time to thank and praise “the 
Lord, your healer.” And you can be grate-
ful that you have had a part in bringing 
added glory to God! UN

Continued from previous page

Divine Healing

Angels: God’s Messengers and Spirit Army
by Linda Merrick 

About three years ago, we had an icy 
and snowy winter here in Cincinnati. As 
I was driving down the expressway in the 
right lane I noticed a giant sheet of ice fly 
off of the SUV driving in front of me. The 
sheet of ice flew right towards me and 
almost seemed like it was headed right for 
my windshield. But in the split second as 
I drove closer the sheet of ice appeared to 
shift and fly over my car, hitting the roof 
of my car with a loud thud.

I looked into my rearview mirror notic-
ing the ice crash into the road right in 
front of another car driving behind me. 
As it hit the road it shattered enough not 
to affect that car at all. I was thankful it did 
not hit my windshield. That could have 
been a disaster and could have caused 
more harm to my car and also possibly 
to me. I was very shaken up but I was able 
to drive off the expressway exit get to a 
safe place to examine my car. There was a 
giant indentation in the roof, and it was a 
reminder that I was indeed protected. I do 
believe God was with me in that moment 
keeping me safe. He most likely sent an 
angel to move the flying sheet of ice and 
directing it away from me and the car 
behind me, keeping us both from harm.

There is a new booklet the United Church 
of God has been distributing via the Beyond 
Today program. The booklet “premiered” 

along with the BT program called Angels: 
God’s Messengers and Spirit Army.

This booklet is a topic that many people 
find fascinating, and many can share sto-
ries just like mine. Angels: God’s Messen-
gers and Spirit Army was published in May 
2017. The booklet takes a look at the popu-
lar belief of angels as being spirits that look 
like women or babies with wings, as well as 
the belief that angels are dead loved ones 
living in heaven. These beliefs are refuted 
with the truth of how the Bible actually 
describes angels in appearance.

The booklet also describes the origin of 
the spirit realm and how Satan was created 
as an angel. More info covered revolves 
around an in depth look at different roles 
angels carry. And lastly, it describes how 
many angels were created to serve mankind. 
The booklet also includes stories of possible 
angelic intervention, like the one I shared 
above, and reveals how powerful and how 
dutiful they are to God the Creator.

So far there have been 18,992 copies 
distributed with a high donation amount 
in conjunction with the booklet. This 
booklet has also had the highest request 
amount in the UK of any booklet. UN

by Milan Bizic

For a variety of reasons and differing cir-
cumstances, you may be  unable to attend 
an official Feast site and will be keeping 
the Feast at home this year. If you’re in this 
situation, we have some resources available 
to help you enjoy a fulfilling and meaning-
ful Feast of Tabernacles 2017.

First, even if you aren’t able to attend one 
of the Feast sites, you can still register for the 
Feast by going to www.ucg.org/members/
feast/sites/2017/celebrating-the-feast-at-
home and clicking on “Register Now.” If you 
don’t have Internet access, you can ask your 
local festival advisor to help you register.

Through the Celebrating the Feast at 
Home site, you’ll find greetings from the 
different festival sites shared throughout 
the Feast, links to webcast Feast services 
and recorded sermons, and spiritual arti-
cles written especially to help you have a 
wonderful Feast of Tabernacles.

For those of you with children, you can 
find activity books and festival lessons 
at www.ucg.org/members/news/2017-
feast-of-tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans.

And finally, if you know of any shut-
ins or others who would benefit from 
our Feast at home resources, please assist 
them or speak to your local festival advi-
sor. Thanks for helping our brethren have 
a fulfilling Feast of Tabernacles!UN

Related Articles From Previous United Publications
• “Supporting Those Who Are Sick” Part 1 can be found at: www.ucg.org/members/

united-news/supporting-those-who-are-sick-what-to-do-and-not-do
• Part 2: is available at www.ucg.org/united-news/supporting-those-who-are-

sick-advice-to-give-or-not-give

Also see two articles from United’s Bible Study Guides 
• www.freebiblestudyguides.org/bible-answers/dealing-with-health-problems.htm
• www.freebiblestudyguides.org/bible-answers/how-to-help-encourage-

someone-with-health-problem.htm

To register for the Feast of 
Tabernacles when you are 
keeping it at home, go to this 
website: www.ucg.org/members/
feast/sites/2017/celebrating-the-
feast-at-home

To register for all Feast sites go 
to: www.ucg.org/members/feast/
sites/2017/

For youth activity booklets and 
lesson plans go to: www.ucg.org/
members/news/2017-feast-of-
tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans

Keeping the Feast at Home 

To read the booklet go to:  
www.ucg.org/bible-study-
tools/booklets/angels-gods-
messengers-and-spirit-army

https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/supporting-those-who-are-sick-what-to-do-and-not-do
https://www.ucg.org/members/united-news/supporting-those-who-are-sick-what-to-do-and-not-do
https://www.ucg.org/united-news/supporting-those-who-are-sick-advice-to-give-or-not-give
https://www.ucg.org/united-news/supporting-those-who-are-sick-advice-to-give-or-not-give
http://www.freebiblestudyguides.org/bible-answers/dealing-with-health-problems.htm
http://www.freebiblestudyguides.org/bible-answers/how-to-help-encourage-someone-with-health-problem.htm
http://www.freebiblestudyguides.org/bible-answers/how-to-help-encourage-someone-with-health-problem.htm
http://www.freebiblestudyguides.org/bible-answers/how-to-help-encourage-someone-with-health-problem.htm
http://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2017/celebrating-the-feast-at-home
http://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2017/celebrating-the-feast-at-home
http://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2017/celebrating-the-feast-at-home
http://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2017/
http://www.ucg.org/members/feast/sites/2017/
http://www.ucg.org/members/news/2017-feast-of-tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans
http://www.ucg.org/members/news/2017-feast-of-tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans
http://www.ucg.org/members/news/2017-feast-of-tabernacles-youth-lesson-plans
http://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/angels-gods-messengers-and-spirit-army
http://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/angels-gods-messengers-and-spirit-army
http://www.ucg.org/bible-study-tools/booklets/angels-gods-messengers-and-spirit-army
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Weddings
Michael Erickson and Tonya Speir–
Erickson

Tonya Speir–Erickson and Michael 
Erickson were married on July 25, 2017, 
at the Silvertip Golf Resort in Canmore, 
Alberta, Canada, accompanied by their 
children and Tonya’s grandchildren, Mat-
thew, Ashley and Sarah Erickson, Mitch, 
Ashley, Mia and Uriah Speir, and other 
close family. The ceremony was officiated 
by Rainer Salomaa followed by a cham-
pagne toast and private reception also at 
Silvertip.

The Raleigh congregation held a wed-
ding shower for Tonya on July 9 to express 
their love and support for the couple. To 
welcome and support the new couple the 
Edmonton congregation surprised the 
newlyweds with a cake cutting ceremony 
and toast after Sabbath services on Aug. 5.

The Prince George congregation host-
ed a barbecue and women’s tea after the 
Sabbath on Aug. 12 to officially welcome 
Tonya. Both Tonya and Michael were 
overjoyed by the love and support shown 
by their families and their brothers and 
sisters in Christ.

Anniversaries
Howard and Sarah Baker

Howard and Sarah Baker were honored 
June 10, 2017, at a 50th wedding anniver-
sary reception by the East Texas congre-
gation after Sabbath services. Brethren, 
family and friends fellowshipped and 
enjoyed a personally designed cake, fin-
ger foods and punch.

Howard Baker and Sarah Bruns met 
on the campus of Ambassador College 
in Pasadena in August of 1965. Both had 
come there as students. After an almost 
two-year friendship, Howard and Sarah 
were married on June 11, 1967.

Before they married, Howard accepted 
a position in the computer department 
at Ambassador College. Beginning in 
1970, the couple traveled back and forth 
between Sydney, Australia, and Pasadena. 

In Sydney, Howard set up the new IBM 
computer system. After their second stay 
in Australia, Howard went to work for the 
college’s CPA firm in Pasadena.

In 1975, Howard and Sarah left Pasade-
na and moved their family to Texas. The 
family stayed in the Dallas area until 1983 
when they moved to East Texas.

Both Howard and Sarah held teaching 
positions at local colleges in East Texas, 
including Ambassador College in Big 
Sandy. Howard was ordained an elder on 
the Feast of Trumpets in 2011.

They are the parents of three children: 
Melanie, Greg and Brent. They have five 
grandchildren, including the latest grand-
daughter Heidi, born on June 6.

Over the years, Howard and Sarah have 
been wonderful examples of faithful service 
to God and His people. When asked for any 
wisdom they could share about success and 
longevity in marriage, the answer was just 
one defining word: commitment.

Tom and Irene Hoffahrt
Congratulations to Tom and Irene Hof-

fahrt of Waterloo, Wisconsin, who cele-
brated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
Jan. 28, 2017.

The wedding in Minneapolis, Minneso-
ta, was officiated by Sherwin McMichael. 
Their attendants were Ron Redlinger and 
Jean Hermes.

Tom and Irene have one daughter, Joan, 
and son-in-law, Dennis, and three grand-
children: Lily, Lauren and Lance Sheets, 
who all live in St. Louis, Missouri.

Melvin and Sadie Parks

On June 22, 1957, Melvin and Sadie 
Parks united their lives in marriage. In 
June of this year, the Greensboro, North 
Carolina, congregation held a special sur-
prise 60th anniversary celebration with a 
beautifully decorated cake, punch, gift 
card and card signed by members from 
the Greensboro and Raleigh congrega-
tions. Everyone who knows the Parks 
and their decades of dedicated service to 
God’s people thinks of them with great 
respect, love and appreciation. We wish 
them many more years of wedded bliss!

Jack and Jane Radebaugh
The Bloomington, Illinois, congre-

gation recognized Jack and Jane Rade-
baugh’s 50th wedding anniversary this 
summer. The couple was married on 
June 11, 1967, in Pontiac, Illinois. They 
came into the Church of God shortly 
after and have attended regularly in the 
Central Illinois area for 46 years. They 
have one son, Glenn, a daughter-in-law, 
Annie, and two grandchildren, Charlie 
and Theo (all pictured).

Vahan Baboian
Vahan Baboian was born on Feb. 12, 

1926, in Los Angeles. His family moved 
to Oakland, California, in 1932, where 
three years later his mother died. Vahan 
and his sister Anna then went to live with 
their aunts and cousins. He attended high 
school in Oakland. At 18 he joined the U.S. 
Navy where he became a Seaman First 
Class on the transport ship USS Lycoming 
(APA-155) during World War II. Upon 
discharge, he returned home and became 

a machinist (working a variety of jobs in 
this capacity). He retired in the 1980s.

Vahan enjoyed building relationships. He 
had many dear friends and was a light to the 
world. He often enjoyed going to a senior 
center near his home in El Cerrito, Califor-
nia, as well as to a nearby Barnes & Noble.

He died on May 22, 2017. He is sur-
vived by his family: niece Dianna (Terry) 
Sunsdahl; great-nephew Steven Hoffman; 
and great-niece Krystina (Andrew) Vilo-
ria. He was preceded in death by father 
and mother (Levon and Sarah Baboian) 
and sister and brother-in-law (Anna and 
Zaven Zerigian).

Vahan loved the Church and cher-
ished the weekly fellowship with his local 
Oakland, California, brethren. A memo-
rial service was conducted in Oakland on 
July 15, 2017, after Sabbath services by the 
pastor, Tim Pebworth. He will be deeply 
missed by all.

Obituaries
Jean Ann Holub

Jean Ann Holub, age 66, died from 
complications of breast cancer on June 
21, 2016.

Jean Ann leaves behind her husband, 
Lyle, and daughters Julie (Todd) Perrine, 
Marsha (Jon) Padgett, Teresa Holub and 
Zaneta (David) Evans, two granddaugh-
ters and one grandson.

Jean Ann was baptized in 1971. She was 
very active within her local congregation 
serving brethren in several capacities. 
Jean Ann will be remembered for her atti-

Announcements

Vahan Baboian
Feb. 12, 1926-May 22, 2017

Howard and Sarah Baker
50th Wedding Anniversary

Michael and Tonya Erickson
July 25, 2017

Melvin and Sadie Parks
60th Wedding Anniversary

Tom and Irene Hoffahrt
50th Wedding Anniversary

Jack and Jane Radebaugh
50th Wedding Anniversary

Jean Ann Holub
Oct. 24, 1949-June 21, 2016
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tude of service and her giving nature. She 
had a big heart and willingness to pitch in 
whenever help was needed. She enjoyed 
socializing and talking after church with 
local members and especially enjoyed 
sharing pictures of her grandchildren.

She enjoyed playing the accordion, 
spending time gardening, cooking and 
canning, sewing and crocheting. She 
especially enjoyed spending time with her 
children and her grandchildren.

She was preceded in death by her grand-
daughter Emma Padgett.

Lucretia Ann Leonard Kellers
A tribute to Lucretia Ann Leonard 

Kellers from her husband, Fred:
Lucretia Ann (Leonard) Kellers began 

attending the Church of God in Big Sandy, 
Texas, with her family in early 1957, at age 
14. She attended her first Feast of Taber-
nacles later that year at age 15. We (Fred 
and Lucretia) met at the Feast two years 
later, 1959, my first Feast. We were friendly, 
but sparks weren’t to fly until a bit over a 
year later when we were both students at 
Ambassador College in Pasadena, Cali-
fornia. She was quiet, gentle, feminine and 
a bit shy. She had a huge smile and long, 
gorgeous hair. I was smitten. Two years 
later we began to discuss marriage. As we 
questioned each other about our inten-
tions, she said that she would obey God 
by submitting to her husband, as God has 
commanded, but she also made it clear that 
I would never be first in her life; that place 
was reserved for God.

We married after college in 1963 and 
went to Portland, Oregon, where I served 
as a ministerial assistant. We were to make 
nine major moves during our marriage. 
We next moved to Boise, Idaho, where the 
first of our four children was born. Lucre-
tia loved being a mother! She loved being 
a wife and homemaker, but she especially 
loved being a mother and, later, a grand-
mother of nine precious grandchildren! 
She was an excellent cook and seam-
stress. She made most of her own clothes 
and a lot of the clothes for our children 
when they were small, especially for the 
two girls. When the girls got married, she 
made their wedding dresses.

Lucretia was very feminine, lady-
like, and she never used crude language 
or four-letter words, but once she came 
close. We’d kept morning services in Bos-
ton, Massachusetts, afternoon services in 
Springfield, Massachusetts, and were driv-
ing to an evening church social in Con-
cord, New Hampshire, on two-lane roads. 
It was in the early 70s, fast-food hadn’t 
penetrated that area yet, and we didn’t 
even see a restaurant. Our children were 
getting hungry, and so were we. Finally, 
I saw a restaurant that was open and we 
pulled up. The name of the restaurant was 
the Hamburger Shed. Lucretia looked at 
me with a grin and said, “I’m not sure that 
I want to eat a Sheddy hamburger.” My jaw 
dropped. No, she hadn’t said a four-letter 
word, but she had humorously thought it. 
I was stunned. If she ever thought of such 
a word again, I never knew it.

We were given the wonderful opportuni-
ty to serve God’s children in Africa, visiting 
five different African countries, beginning 
in 1984. Lucretia liked cleanliness and cool 
weather so sometimes conditions in west 
Africa were a great trial for her. Once, when 
we were stopped by police in Nigeria, who 
were seeking a bribe, they kept us sitting in 
the sweltering heat and humidity. Lucretia 
was covered with road dust and suffering 
from the heat, which was hard to bear for 
her.  One of the policemen casually aimed 
his rifle at her, and she was looking down 
the barrel. I wouldn’t have been surprised if 
she had said, “Please shoot and put me out 
of my suffering.”  After they let us go, we got 
to the hotel, walked in our room, and there 
was a huge roach on the window curtain. In 
the past, when we lived in Florida, Lucretia 
would always scream when she saw a roach. 
This time, safely in our room and out of the 
dirt and traffic, she said, “That’s the best-
looking roach I’ve ever seen.”

Once, a man commented to our daugh-
ter, Debbie, and our son-in-law, Tim, that 
he, the man, didn’t want to go to Africa; 
that he wasn’t as adventurous as Lucretia. 
That brought laughter from Deb and Tim. 
Tim replied, “Grandma’s idea of adventure 
is a ladies’ tea shop.” When they told Lucre-
tia about that conversation, she said, “It’s 
not about adventure; it’s about serving.”

Lucretia had her first seizures on Aug. 1, 
2016. She didn’t regain consciousness until 
the next day. When we told her that she 
had seizures and had been unconscious 
for a day, her reply was, “Count it all joy,” a 
quote from James 1:2. As her troubles con-
tinued, she said, “God says, ‘think it not 
strange,’ but it sure seems strange.” She was 
quoting from 1 Peter 4:12, from the King 
James Version, where it says, “Beloved, 
think it not strange concerning the fiery 
trial which is to try you, as though some 
strange thing happened unto you.”

Lucretia’s mind was still evaluating her 
life by God’s Word. She told us that she 
was not afraid to die. She did die on July 
4, 2017, 7:40 a.m., at age 75. She had been 
unconscious since the previous day, and I 
knew that she would go soon. She had not 
been able to use her left arm for months, 
so I tried to fix her hair for her every day. 
Even though she was unconscious, I knew 
that she would want her hair looking nice 
so I was working on her beautiful hair 
when she peacefully quit breathing. She 
always put God first in her life, just as she 
had told me she would before we married. 
She has run her race and will soon rise 
to meet her heavenly Father and Brother, 
who will eternally be first in her life.

Alan Paul Krenz
Alan Paul Krenz, age 67, of the Eugene, 

Oregon, congregation, passed away Fri-
day, June 30, 2017. He was born in sunny 
Van Nuys, California, to Dennis and Ver-
na Krenz. After graduating with honors 
from Birmingham High School he moved 
north to attend Oregon State University. 
He received a bachelor of science degree 
in forest management and was the first 
student in that program to graduate with 
honors. While attending OSU he met his 
roommate’s sister Susan, who became his 
wife six months after graduation.

For 30 years he helped manage a forest 
in the Coast Range of Oregon. Although 
neither Susan nor Alan had experience 
building, they bought a small lot in North 
Bend, Oregon, and built a house. Togeth-
er, they raised three children in that home 
before moving to Eugene after retirement.

During Alan’s teenage years his father 

subscribed to literature from the World-
wide Church of God. In 1982 Alan and 
Susan acted upon the knowledge of 
God’s truth and began attending with the 
Coos Bay, Oregon, congregation. He was 
ordained a deacon in 1996.

Alan enjoyed golfing, astronomy, paint-
ing, camping, working on house projects 
and tending to the small orchard he plant-
ed after retiring. He is survived by the love 
of his life, Susan, and their three children, 
Laurel, Rebecca and Aaron. He is also sur-
vived by his older siblings, La Nita Krenz 
and Brian Krenz.

Patricia May Miller
Patricia May Miller, 73, member of the 

Lewistown, Pennsylvania, congregation, 
died Apr. 29, 2017, from complications of 
heart failure. Pat was born Nov. 15, 1943, 
in Lewistown, Pennsylvania, and is sur-
vived by two sisters; her children, Terri 
Lussenheide, Traci Miller, Mark Miller, 
Stephanie Liesenfelt, Adam Miller and 
Jarrod Miller; 13 grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren.

Pat graduated from Lewistown High 
School, and soon thereafter joined the 
United States Air Force. She was stationed 
at Offutt Air Force Base near Omaha, 
Nebraska, where she met and married her 
husband, the late Raymond Allen Miller 
of Johnstown, Pennsylvania. 

Ray and Pat made their home in the 
Johnstown area with their six children 
until 1986. Pat was baptized in 1974, and 
she and her children attended the John-
stown WCG congregation. Pat relocated to 
Lewistown after a divorce, went to business 
school, and had a career working as a pur-
chasing agent at the Harrisburg State Hos-
pital. She enjoyed sewing, weaving rugs on 
a loom, various crafts, cooking, and col-
lecting cookbooks, antiques and vintage 
items. She often shared her talents with 
others. Pat attended the United Church of 
God in Lewistown for more than 20 years.

After a heart attack in January 2016, and 
subsequent heart failure, Pat’s health made 
it impossible to return home or relocate 
to be near her children. Pat spent her last 
14 months living with the Brandon and 
Valorie Pack family, fellow believers and 
members. From Pat’s family: “The love you 
showed our mother was beyond any rea-
sonable expectation. Valorie, your kind-
ness and care for our mom is something 
that can never be repaid. May you be abun-
dantly blessed by our great God in Heaven, 
whose instruction you far surpassed. James 
1:27: ‘Pure and undefiled religion before 
God and the Father is this: to visit orphans 
and widows in their trouble, and to keep 
oneself unspotted from the world.’”

Patricia May Miller
Nov. 15, 1943-Apr. 29, 2017

Alan Paul Krenz
Dec. 3, 1949-June 30, 2017

Announcements

Lucretia Ann Leonard Kellers
May 12, 1942-July 4, 2017

Please see next page 10
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Nathaniel Keyes Williams
Oct. 13, 1935-July 29, 2017

Nathaniel Keyes Williams
Nathaniel KeyesWilliams of Washing-

ton, North Carolina, passed away July 
29, 2017, at the age of 82 after a five-year 
battle with multiple myeloma. He was 
preceded in death by his father Isorn 
Williams, mother Portia Keyes, late wife 
Willya-Mae Carroll, son Jim Ratley and 
brothers Earl, Vincent and Booker Wil-
liams. He is survived by wife Bertha Wil-
liams; children Robert, Jerry, Sherry and 
Bobby Carroll, and Quinton Williams as 
well as his grandchildren.

Nate was baptized April 1, 1967. He 
then moved to Minnesota in 1969 and was 
an active member of the church congrega-
tion there. Nate worked at the Hennepin 
County Medical Center and retired after 
27 years of dedication. In 2005 he moved 
to Raleigh, North Carolina.

Nate loved fishing, church, racquetball, 
umpiring baseball and softball as well as 
refereeing for basketball. He served in 
the U.S. Navy. Nathaniel also spent many 
years as a single foster father to many chil-
dren in need.

Announcements: Send us announce-
ments from your local congregation! Have 
your pastor review what you write, and 
send it in to UN@ucg.org. We’re looking 
for 100- to 300-word articles and photos 
with captions. Please double-check the 
spelling of names, and include the author’s 
and photographer’s names. E-mail is pre-
ferred, but we will also take physical mail as 
well! Please include a self-addressed enve-
lope if you’d like photos returned.

What do you do with 40 kids at the 
beginning of summer break? You host an 
activity packed Do-Right Day Camp! This 
fun activity took place at the home office 
from June 12-14. The Cincinnati East 
congregation provided adult and teen vol-
unteers to be counselors, activity staff and 
snack staff. The theme for the three-day 
event was “Geared Up for God!” and the 
focus scripture was Jeremiah 29:11.

Each day the kids started off with a 
sing along from Esther’s Good Ole Fun-
time Band, followed by a Christian living 
class. After Christian living the young-
sters were able to enjoy other activities 
such as team challenge games, science 
and nature, crafts and field games. At 2 
p.m. the exhausted staff waved goodbye 
to the kids and hurried to recuperate to do 

it all again the next day! Overall it was a 
great bonding experience for the kids and 
adults in the congregation.

Sue Dunkle

Cincinnati East Congregation Hosts 
Do-Right Day Camp

Local Church UPDATES

Local Church UPDATES

Campers posing for a photo at Do-Right Day 
Camp in Cincinnati.

Ann Arbor, Michigan, Congregation 
Commemorated Its 50th Anniversary

The Ann Arbor, Michigan, congrega-
tion commemorated its 50th anniversary 
on July 22 with a special Sabbath service 
and an elegant dinner.

Our meeting together for the first time 
was in January of 1967. The first service 
was held in a small elementary school in 
Saline, Michigan, and later moved to the 
Saline High School auditorium. Many 
pastors, associate pastors, ministerial 
assistants and trainees served in the area.

Our joy-filled Sabbath day began with 
inspiring split sermons with services 
beginning at 2 p.m. at our current meeting 
hall, Heritage Hall in Bridgewater, Michi-
gan. Guest speakers were Jerold Aust, 
who pastored from 1980-1981 and spoke 
on the number 50 and its significance in 
God’s plan, and Randy D’Alessandro, who 
served the area from 2000-2016 and gave 
us points on how to thrive during the chal-
lenging times. He said that God’s Church 
will not be shut down. Special music was 
beautifully performed by Katherine Lar-
son singing “How Great Thou Art.”

Following services, we met at Weber’s 
Inn in Ann Arbor amid elegant surround-
ings, where we enjoyed delicious fine 
food, including hors d’oeuvres, a three 
entrée buffet, mini desserts and a lovely 

celebration cake. A group photograph 
was taken of those at the dinner who also 
attended the first meeting of the Ann 
Arbor congregation in 1967.

Many expressed how wonderful it was 
to see so many longtime friends and 
enjoyed conversations into the evening.

It was a joyous day, giving glory, honor 
and thanks to our Father and our Lord 
Jesus Christ for their abundant blessings 
given to the Ann Arbor congregation for 
the past 50 years.

A huge “Thank you” to all those who 
gave their time planning and preparing 
for this special day.

Linda Sylvester

Collage of photos from the 50th anniversary 
party in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Permission was sought ahead of time for 
shooting video at a number of places along 
our route. In most cases fees had to be paid 
for the permits, and we had to record either 
before or after visitor and museum operat-
ing hours. This made for early mornings 
and late nights! The most important to our 
needs were the Martin Luther locations 
and the Pergamon Museum.

Here are some of the other locations 
used in our documentary-style programs:

• The Pergamon Museum and its Bab-
ylonian Ishtar Gate exhibit in Berlin.

• Gleis 17 (Track 17), a memorial for 
deported Jews in Berlin Grunewald.

• The Topography of Terror in Berlin.
• The Memorial to the Murdered 

Jews of Europe in Berlin.
• The Reichstag (German parliament 

building) in Berlin.
• The city of Wittenberg and the 

Luther Castle Church and also the 
Lutherhaus (where Martin Luther 
lived for a time).

• The Buchenwald concentration 
camp in Weimar.

• The Lutherstube (Luther room) in 
the Wartburg Castle in the town of 
Eisenach, where Luther translated 
the Bible into the German language. 
(Until that time, churchgoers could 
not read the Scriptures for them-
selves but had to rely on the priests.)

• The Aachen Cathedral where Char-
lemagne built a large church and 
throne upon which many European 
kings were crowned.

• The European Parliament in Brus-
sels, Belgium.

• The area of Waterloo in Belgium 
and its Lion Hill and battlefield 
panorama exhibit.

At the Aachen Cathedral we recorded 
some very good material at the throne 
that Charlemagne built, but then decided 
to record much of the remainder outside 
on the plaza—rather than inside where 
our words might be found offensive to 
parishioners and church staff.

Our Beyond Today TV team is enthusi-
astic about a very successful, safe journey, 

Continued from page 1

BT Travel to Germany

and we thank everyone for prayers that 
contributed to the success. Without God’s 
help and protection it would not have been 

so successful. We look forward to showing 
you the edited TV programs in the months 
following the Feast of Tabernacles! UN

Left: Paul Kieffer, Darris McNeely and Peter Eddington discuss the script in the City Hall in Aachen, Germany. 
Right: Gary Petty and Peter Eddington look over the script in the castle church in Wittenberg, Germany, 
before they start recording. This is where Martin Luther nailed his 95 Theses to the door. 

mailto:UN%40ucg.org?subject=
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UYC 2017 Photos
Camp Cotubic

Camp Pinecrest

Ohio—June 18-25

Missouri—June 23-30
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UYC 2017 Photos
Camp Hye Sierra

Camp Woodmen

California—July 2-9

Alabama—July 23-30
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UYC 2017 Photos
Northwest camp

Africa

Oregon—July 23-30

Togo—July 21-30 & Ghana—Aug. 13-20

TogoTogo

TogoGhanaGhana

Ghana
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UYC 2017 Photos
Latin America

British Isles

Mexico—June 18-25 & Colombia—June 22-27

England—July 28-Aug. 6

MexicoMexico Mexico

Colombia
Colombia

Colombia
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What an amazing year it was at Camp 
Cotubic in Bellefontaine, Ohio! This year 
we had 52 staff and 103 campers. The 
campers came from 16 different states, 
and one was from Latvia. It rained on staff 
on arrival day. However, we were blessed 
with the most amazingly beautiful dou-
ble rainbow with a full 180-degree arch. 
No camera could truly capture the vivid 
colors! Although we had some rain at the 
beginning of camp and a soggy Friday, all 
other days were gorgeous, with daily high 
temperatures in the low 80s and overnight 
low temperatures about 60 degrees.

Camp Cotubic always provides a beauti-

ful and remote environment for our teens 
to “unplug” from their daily routines and 
spend time building their relationship 
with God and other friends in the faith. 
It’s always enjoyable to watch them arrive 
and see the excitement as the dorms begin 
to form at check-in.

The daily Christian living classes 
focused around the overall camp theme of 
“Building Your Relationship With God,” 
and each day built upon the theme of the 
previous day. This year a camp notebook 
was given to everyone to make it easier 
to follow along with the Christian living 
instruction. The campers also participat-

ed in a practical Christianity class where 
they were asked, “Do you have a price?” 
This led to a very interactive discussion 
on the value of our calling.

We conducted a new writing workshop 
class, just for 2017. It was a departure 
from so many of the traditional physi-
cally challenging activities and focused 
on helping the campers learn to develop 
skills in the area of writing or journal-
ing. We encouraged them all to consider 
writing articles for Church publications 
such as Compass Check.

On Wednesday evening, Camp Cotubic 
opened up their new slip-n-slide! This is 

something they had been building for 
a couple years. It has a deep foam base 
underneath the commercial grade sur-
face and of course “slime”—a clear slip-
pery substance that reduces friction. Less 
friction equals more speed!

This year the camper vs. staff softball 
game at the end of camp ended in a close 
score, but the staff was able to edge out 
the campers by a three-run margin. The 
game was accompanied by some funny 
color commentary, music and ice cream!

Thank you for your continued prayers 
and support of the entire camp program.

Len Martin

UYC 2017 Reports
Camp Cotubic

Ohio—June 18-25

Camp Pinecrest began its 21st year 
on Thursday, June 22, as 59 staff and 57 
campers gathered for staff orientation. 
The next morning the day began with a 
steady rain, but the rain cleared by mid-
morning, allowing the staff to set up for 
activities.

On Friday afternoon, the remaining 
campers arrived, met with their counsel-
ors and dorm mates, and then received 
orientation presentations from the camp 
director, the camp nurse and the staff 
team. After orientation everyone went to  
the dining hall for dinner and then played 
get-acquainted games. As the day ended, 
dorm parents began their daily, evening 
visits with the dorms.

There were 59 staff members and 90 
campers present (46 ladies and 44 gentle-
men). This was the largest number of 
campers in attendance since 2010.

Interestingly 42 of the 59 staff were past 
staff or Pinecrest campers. It is especially 
heartening to see campers from past years 
maturing so they can serve on the staff. 
Having a group of dedicated individu-
als who know their jobs and are service 
minded helped to establish a solid foun-
dation for a successful camp.

This year the decision was made to 
provide more counseling staff. Three 
counselors were chosen for five of the 
six dorms to lessen the pressure on the 
counseling staff and to give training for 
future head counselors.

The rain at the beginning of the week 
provided a great blessing for the week. 
The temperatures were mild ranging from 
the 50s at night to about 90 during the day.

Saturday morning, after breakfast, the 
campers and staff enjoyed a Bible study 
titled “Why a Relationship With God?” 

presented by Gary Smith. The study was 
followed by an ABC presentation and a 
Sabbath hymn sing. A leisurely Sabbath 
continued with services at 2:30 p.m. Split 
sermons were given by Jay Ledbetter and 
Randy Urwiller, serving to introduce the 
Christian living theme that focused on 
the importance of establishing a relation-
ship with God.

The Sabbath activity day ended with six 
Bible challenges. Each dorm had to solve a 
Bible quiz, identify Bible mad gabs, indi-
cate what biblical events are pictured, put 
together puzzles portraying God’s cre-
ation, solve Bible crossword puzzles and 
draw clues in Bible pictionary.

With a positive Sabbath concluded, the 
activity week began on Sunday. Each day 
began with a Christian living class for all 
campers and staff. With a spiritual foun-
dation established, dorms proceeded 

to the activities. Regular activities were 
enjoyed and included riflery, archery, 
ropes, softball, speedaway, journalism, 
rock climbing and rappelling, volleyball, 
pickleball and utimate Frisbee. A new 
activity introduced this year was dance. 
The dance class was well received and will 
be back in 2018.

Each evening after dinner, a different 
activity was offered. Campers and staff 
enjoyed a first dance, a novelty Olym-
pics, a Q&A Bible study covering camper 
questions, a fun show and, to cap off the 
week, an awards ceremony followed by a 
final dance.

The week at Camp Pinecrest came to 
a close on Friday, June 30, as everyone 
checked out and headed for home by 10 
a.m. It was a spiritually profitable and fun 
week for all.

Gary Smith 

Camp Pinecrest
Missouri—June 23-30

Camp Hye Sierra is a privately owned 
facility built by Bob Mathias, two-time 
Olympic gold medalist. The camp offers 
a fantastic location perched high in the 
Sierra Mountains where campers can get 
away from the world and come together 
as a family of like minds and values to 
have fun, be challenged to try new things, 
and grow in understanding of God and 
His way in the “Zone.”

For one week, 160 staff and campers 
left their everyday environments to be 
immersed together in fun activities, god-
ly relationships and spiritual discussions. 
We had an amazing week learning about 
God, seeing His creation, having fun and 
making friends!

At our main pavilion at the lakefront 
we enjoyed our first dance and had dance 
classes throughout the week as well as 
Sabbath services. Also at the pavilion we 
enjoyed gathering together for a Fourth of 
July picnic with grilled hamburgers and 
hot dogs and all the trimmings. 

One of the most unique activities at 
Camp Hye Sierra is the opportunity to see 
the giant sequoias at the Sequoia Nation-
al Forest coupled with rock climbing in 
beautiful Kings Canyon area.

Other popular activities for camp-
ers are speedaway, archery, basketball, 
capture the flag, bubble balls, volley-
ball, kayak, water polo, orienteering, 
challenge course and drama. Also a life 

skills class prepared campers for the 
final banquet Saturday evening when 
the boys escort the girls to dinner and 
have the opportunity to practice good 
manners and enjoy good food and con-
versation with one another.

The Christian living classes provided 
thought-provoking discussions about 
using God’s Word as our daily guide in 
building a relationship with God.

It was clearly evident God’s dynamic 
hand was involved, and we are thankful 
there were no serious injuries or health 
issues, and the weather was ideal. Our 
daytime temperatures were moderate and 
pleasant, while the evenings and morn-
ings were chilly and crisp.

We also had the privilege of having 
Steve Nutzman, the national director of 
United Youth Camps, with us. He gave 
us a gift of a three-fold cord to remind us 
with God, our friends and our family on 
our side we are stronger. We also had the 
pleasure of having a member of the Coun-
cil of Elders and director of the Spanish 
work with us, Mario Seiglie, who led the 
basketball activity.

Thank you for your prayers for a 
success Camp Hye Sierra. They were 
answered on a daily basis. It is very clear 
God is calling our youth, and it was a 
great pleasure for all of us staff to have 
the privilege of serving them.

Jim Tuck

Camp Hye Sierra
California—July 2-9
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Camp Woodmen 2017 was a big suc-
cess! The 58 campers and 53 staff mem-
bers enjoyed the usual variety of activi-
ties in beautiful Alabama. The activities 
consisted of archery, basketball, campus 
improvement, dance, dorm christian liv-
ing, high ropes, riflery, softball, speed-
away/ultimate Frisbee, team challenge, 
volleyball and waterslide.

The theme for camp was “Building 
Your Relationship With God.” Every-
one was reminded of the importance of 
growing closer to God and answering 
the calling we are given. Each morning, 
everyone gathered together as a group for 

a Christian living class that correspond-
ed with the day’s theme. The individual 
dorm Christian living classes built on this 
theme even more with the campers on 
how to improve in prayer and Bible study. 
It was a wonderful theme for both staff 
and campers, as we all want to build our 
relationship with our heavenly Father.

The evening activities were not lacking. 
Open activities were held Monday night 
to give campers a chance to do the activ-
ity they love most. The first dance was on 
Tuesday night. Everyone had a great time 
doing the new line dances they learned as 
well as swing dancing. The Price Is Right 

game show was on Wednesday night. 
Everyone enjoyed yelling out estimate 
prices at the contestants who were asked 
to “come on down!” 

Thursday night was the fun show, 
where the three boy dorms and three girl 
dorms had a blast acting out their clever 
skit ideas for the rest of the campers and 
staff. On Friday evening, the dorms were 
given a story in the Bible, and they com-
piled the most prevalent lessons from 
them to share with the rest of the camp. 
It was a nice way to start the Sabbath. Sat-
urday night concluded with the end-of-
camp dance.

This was the second year we had our 
own staff working and cooking in the 
kitchen, and they did an awesome job 
once again! Everyone was impressed 
with the special steak and chicken din-
ner (not to mention the exquisite din-
ner rolls and mashed potatoes) that was 
provided on Friday night. Each night the 
camp looked forward to a homemade 
special dessert.

Camp Woodmen was an encouraging 
week, and the campers did a great job 
building each other up and staying in the 
Zone. We look forward to camp next year!

Emma Cortelyou (camper)

UYC 2017 Reports
Camp Woodmen

Alabama—July 23-30

This year 115 campers and 74 staff 
enjoyed a wonderful week of learning and 
living God’s way of life on the spectacu-
lar Oregon coast. Camp was held at the 
scenic Camp Magruder, near Rockaway 
Beach, Oregon.

The overall theme for the camp, “Build-
ing Your Relationship With God,” was 
learned every day step by step through 
the daily themes that explored the main 
theme in more detail. New this year was 
the Christian living notebook provided 
to all campers and staff. The lesson scrip-
tures, memory verses and “I will” state-
ments for each day were in the notebook, 
along with room for notes for each lesson 
and from the dorm parent discussions 
at the end of each day. One reason for 
the notebooks was so the campers could 
share the lessons with their parents after 
returning home.

We began the week with a record low 

tide in the morning. The campers went to 
the beach early and were able to walk over 
an expanse of ocean bottom rarely seen. 

Chinook Pass Outfitters returned for 
the second year with 16 horses and three 
mules, providing campers and staff with 
the exciting opportunity to enjoy riding in 
the woods and on the beach. Staff mem-
bers volunteered each morning and after-
noon for the “clean up” after the horses so 
the camp property was kept tidy.

The older dorms went on an eight-mile 
kayak trip down the scenic Nehalem river. 
Due to the incoming tides this proved to 
be physically challenging but rewarding. 
Wednesday evening everyone relaxed and 
visited on the Oregon Scenic Train ride.

One highlight of camp was the evening 
campfire. The “seniors”—those in their 
final year as a camper—were asked to tell 
everyone what the camp experience has 
meant to them and pass on one piece of 

advice to the younger campers. Often the 
lessons and advice reflected a real spiri-
tual understanding and determination to 
live God’s way of life. It makes all the hard 
work of camp worthwhile for the staff.

LeeAnn Luker served at camp for her 
final year. She and Keith Tomes taught the 
“excellence in living” class. Their topic this 
year was “what it means to be a Christian 
woman” and “what it means to be a Chris-
tian man.” The discussions in the classes 
and subject continued long after the class 
had concluded. At the end of camp the 
staff requested to hear the material from 
class, so we added an extra excellence in 
living class on Sabbath morning.

In arts and crafts class, Linda Arnold 
instructed campers in “glass beading.” Var-
ious colors of glass were broken into small 
pieces and then used to make a design—
such as jewelry or a coaster—then baked 
in the kiln until everything melted together 

and the creation took shape.
Other activities included dancing, soft-

ball, speedaway, riding boogie boards in 
the surf, pickleball, water skiing, archery, 
volleyball and swimming.

Northwest Camp this year had an inter-
national flavor. We had two campers from 
New Zealand, two from the Netherlands 
and a young man who recently arrived in 
the U.S. from Ukraine and is just learning 
English. He proved to be a lively addition 
to his dorm brothers as they exchanged 
lessons—the U.S. campers teaching him 
English and he taught them how to handle 
a soccer ball!

Northwest Camp for 2018 will be July 
22-29. Make plans now to join us for one 
of the most memorable weeks of your life. 
A special thanks to all the hard working 
staff and to everyone for your prayers and 
support for the UYC camp program.

Rex Sexton

Northwest Camp
Oregon—July 23-30

For the third year, the 2017 Colombian 
camp was held at the Hotel San Gil del 
Campo just outside of the city of San Gil, 
Santander, Colombia. This was our fifth 
year for camp in Colombia, with a total of 
16 campers, six staff from Colombia and 
four staff from the United States—two of 
which were the Colombian pastor and his 
wife. We experienced delightful coopera-
tion, camaraderie, and unity among the 
campers and staff.

This centrally located city makes travel 
to camp easier and less expensive for all 
who attend. Hotel San Gil del Campo is 
affords an absolutely peaceful and tran-
quil location with vistas of mountains and 
valleys covered with a variety of green 

vegetation. The temperature was com-
fortable too. 

Campers and staff stayed in hotel rooms 
and ate together in the dining hall that 
provided three meals a day (from onsite 
grown vegetables and meat). Each day 
started with a compass check and ended 
with a Christian living class or a Bible 
activity. The UYC theme of “Building 
Your Relationship With God” was used 
to keep us focused.

Building bonds of friendship with our 
spiritual family was a huge part of camp. 
Plenty of time for fellowship and relaxing is 
an integral part of this camp, allowing time 
for bonding and renewing friendships.

For the Bible skits campers were divid-

ed into groups and assisted by staff. Each 
group selected a Bible story and wrote 
a skit based on the camp theme. They 
practiced during free time and were per-
formed later on. The skits covered the 
stories of Abraham, Jonah and Joseph, 
and were entertaining and enjoyed by all, 
including the invited hotel staff.

Courtney Horvath organized the amaz-
ing race, which had everyone running 
from one part of camp to another to com-
plete various exercises—both physical 
and mental.

Capture the flag and Frisbee football 
were two new field activities and were 
enjoyed by all. Montana Hermann pro-
vided water balloons for all to enjoy. For 

the first time, we had a dance class. Janet 
Salek taught the line dance “Cotton Eyed 
Joe,” and David Sierra taught basic steps 
for merengue, salsa and vallenato.

On the Sabbath, camper Ronaldo Medi-
na did an excellent job of leading songs 
and giving announcements. David Sierra 
gave a sermonette and Colombian assis-
tant pastor Jaime Salek gave the sermon.

After the Sabbath, everyone was able to 
practice the new dance steps at the dance. 
A collection of songs from Colombia and 
the United States kept everyone enthusi-
astically dancing from 7:30 to 11 p.m.

Colombia
Colombia—June 22-27

Please see next page
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From the evening of Friday, July 28 to 
Sunday, Aug. 6, 25 campers aged 4 to 18 
and 14 staff made their home at the Peak 
Centre in Edale in the beautiful Hope Val-
ley in Derbyshire, England. Other visitors 
brought the total community to around 
42 individuals.

In addition to campers from various parts 
of the United Kingdom and the Isle of Man, 
there were also three from Switzerland, two 
from Germany and two from Italy.

This year’s theme was “The Game of 
Life,” with activities aimed at exploring 
how God’s ways fit into modern living.

Disappointing summer weather lim-
ited excursions into the surrounding 
countryside, but campers indulged in 
sports and games, archery, fencing and, 
for the younger ones, bushcraft. The 
older campers went out for a full day of 
abseiling and rock climbing, while the 
younger ones learned about the use of 

leaven in breadmaking, sampling the 
results for lunch, then trying out the cen-
tre’s indoor climbing wall.

Trips away from the Centre included a 
walk into the surrounding hills, a visit to 
the city of Sheffield for swimming and a 
trip to the nearby spa town of Buxton for 
sight-seeing, shopping and a picnic in the 
park (in the rain!).

Bible lessons covered prayer, the Ten 
Commandments, the enemy and the 

armor of God. The latter included lead-
ing the campers in making five items 
for one of the youngest children to 
model, although the plastic sword was 
separately procured specifically for the 
purpose!

Less formal interactions between the 
older teen campers and adults rounded 
off the week.

David Fenney

British Isles
England—July 28-Aug. 6

UYC 2017 Reports

This year we had the Mexican youth 
camp in Ixmiquilpan, located in the state 
of Hidalgo, three hours from Mexico City.

We stayed at the Hotel Campestre, 
which has soccer, basketball and vol-
leyball fields available as well as a swim-
ming pool.

We enjoyed the attendance of youth 
from Acapulco, Chiapas, Mexico City, 
Tabasco, Tepic, Veracruz and from the 
United States, Guatemala and Chile. The 
total attendance was 29 youth, six adults 
and two babies. We worked daily in the 
development of intellectual and physical 
knowledge and skills in a balanced way, 
through recreational activities and sports.

We had two field trips. One was to a 
complex with a water park, hot springs and 
ziplining. The second was to Xoxafi Cav-
erns. We ventured down 260 feet through 
little spaces, darkness and a circuit made by 
the people in charge. This was one of the 

highlights of camp.
Also we had crafts, fun dances and a tal-

ent show with biblical role plays. This year 
for Christian living we used the metaphor 
of travel. We might only travel 2 percent 
of the year, and that small amount of time 
represents the seven days of camp we 
have each year. We revealed the purpose 
of this through sub-topics each day. The 
goal was to take campers on a “Journey to 
Freedom.” This journey is just the begin-
ning. As a welcome the first night we had 
a discussion based on Acts 20:35.

The first part of the journey focused on 
frustrations. In moments of frustration 
we are emotionally tense and bitter. We 
take a positive look at this and focus on 
what’s necessary. We looked at the exam-
ple of Paul and talked about the thorn in 
his flesh in 2 Corinthians 12:8-10.

The next part of our journey was 
focused on decisions. When decisions are 

made, commitments are made. 
Campers made the commitment 

to attend camp and to attend services 
every Sabbath and on Holy Days. We 
asked the question of where they they 
stand with commitments to attend 
camp, to attend Sabbath services and 
every time they read their Bible and lis-
ten to the truths of God. These commit-
ments lie in knowing the things of God 
and the responsibility they have now, as 
described in Luke 12:48.

With the hard hike, we took the impor-
tance of dedication in each of our goals. The 
effort God asks us in all we do is basically 
to not be mediocre people, but to be careful 
not to stray from the commitments of God, 
as Joshua 1:7-9 says.

The last topic was learning through 
walking. As we finished the week, more 
emphasis was placed on the need to learn 
all these things by walking in His com-

mandments, making sure they know it is 
their church, their God and their faith. 
We were on the way to finishing the jour-
ney with what God says is freedom.

Friday night, campers worked in small 
groups, discussing their experiences and 
the concepts of freedom and oppression 
(Psalm 119:45).

Understanding the true meaning of 
freedom is embracing the concept of 
“being free to keep His commandments” 
by loving God and our neighbor.

We finished camp with the Sabbath ser-
mon on the misunderstood idea of free-
dom. Our lessons focused on a peaceful 
and responsible way of living that is full 
of blessings.

We hope next year camp will be as suc-
cessful as this one, and we invite all youth 
who wishes to participate to come and 
join us.

Gabriel García Roig

Mexico
Mexico—July 23-30

We were excited to have held our first 
youth camp in Togo. The camp was directed 
by Moise Mabout, pastor of Douala and Yag-
oua, Cameroon, who was assisted by leaders 
from around the region. Twenty-one camp-
ers and eight staff from Togo, Benin and 
Ivory Coast camped at our church property 
of Momé-Hagou about one hour north of 
the Togolese capital of Lomé.

Activities included soccer, basketball, 
volleyball, archery and christian liv-

ing classes. They were also able to hold 
a dance, a talent show and started their 
day with a compass check. The food was 
very good (always important) and was 
prepared by two wonderful ladies who 
tirelessly cooked the entire week. We were 
also very thankful that the electricity and 
plumbing was installed just in time for us 
to hold the camp.

Camp began with a terrible, driving 
rain, which if it continued would have 

made holding the camp extremely diffi-
cult. The following day it looked as if this 
heavy rain would continue. So the first 
morning of the camp, everyone began 
the day by forming a circle, holding hands 
and asking God to “close the sky” for the 
rest of camp. And indeed, that is exactly 
what happened for the rest of camp. Beau-
tiful days and no issue with rain!

God also protected us from someone 
who wanted to break through the gate at 

1:30 a.m. in an attempt to steal our gear. 
Thankfully with aid of several of the men, 
Mr. Mabout was able to scare them off. 
We truly need God’s protection for all our 
youth camps.

Just like our camps in the United States, 
a week spent together like this for our 
young people builds bonds and memories 
that last a lifetime. Everyone was sad to 
say goodbye at the end of the week.

Tim Pebworth

Momé-Hagou, Togo Youth Camp
Togo—July 21-30

A bus trip to Cascadas de Juan Curí was 
on Monday. The ecological park is near-
by with gorgeous views of the 650-foot 
waterfall. The steady rain during the walk 
to the waterfall did not diminish enthu-
siasm. Most all of the campers and staff 
made the strenuous climb to the upper 

falls to enjoy time swimming in the frigid 
pool at the base of the falls.

The hotel staff went out of their way to 
accommodate any needs we had. On the 
last day, all campers shared how they were 
going to put the camp theme into practice 
in short speeches, and camp director Scott 
Hoefker encouraged everyone to “remem-
ber the themes that were taught and dis-

cussed during camp and to respond to 
God in their daily lives between now and 
next year’s camp.”

Blessed with peace, cooperation and 
a spirit of camaraderie, deeper bonds of 
friendship were built among the campers 
and the staff. We look forward to return-
ing to this tranquil gem of a location next 
year. A hearty thank-you to brethren who 

gave generous donations to allow youth to 
attend and experience an uplifting atmo-
sphere and growth opportunity with oth-
ers that would be difficult without such 
help. We are also very grateful to Good 
Works for providing the funds to fly our 
two bilingual, Spanish-speaking staff 
from the United States to help us this year!

Gayle and Scott Hoefker

Continued from previous page
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The United Youth Camp in Ghana was 
held on the spacious grounds of the Val-
ley View University campus, located on 
the outskirts of the capital city of Accra. 
Thirty-one campers and 24 staff mem-
bers enjoyed a week of fellowship, fun 
and learning as they explored the camp 
theme of “Building Your Relationship 
With God.”

Each day started with a 5 a.m. wakeup 

call for aerobics, followed by breakfast 
and the spiritual compass check mes-
sage. Daytime activities included team 
challenge, volleyball, basketball, speed-
away, sling shooting, cycling, archery, 
bead crafts and a new activity for this 
year, swimming. 

The evenings consisted of dinner, fol-
lowed by a Christian living class reinforc-
ing the sub-theme for each day. Open 

fellowship time then continued until bed.
A major highlight of this year’s camp 

program was the participation of six Unit-
ed Youth Corps volunteers. Four volun-
teers traveled from the United States and 
two from Malawi.  

They staffed many of the camp activities 
and spent much time interacting personally 
with all of the campers. Two of the Youth 
Corps men also assisted in teaching the 

compass check and Christian living classes.
The general consensus is that this 

was the best camp program that Ghana 
has seen in many years. Thanks to the 
spiritual focus, Youth Corps volunteers 
and activity enhancements, many good 
memories were formed and relationships 
strengthened. The enthusiasm was evi-
dent among all present.

Paul Moody

UYC 2017 Reports
Ghana Youth Camp

Ghana—June 22-27

On Sunday, May 28, over 60 precious 
youths joined more than 40 volunteer 
staff at the Nacome Camp and Confer-
ence Center, in Pleasantville, Tennessee. 
To kick off the week, there was an orienta-
tion session with a surprise guest appear-
ance by Jelly followed by campfire songs 
led by several teen staff.

On Monday campers started off the 
morning with a nourishing breakfast 
provided by the Nacome facility staff 
followed by a Christian living session 
led by ministerial staff Kevin Kenady. 

Incorporating this year’s camp theme of 
“Building a Relationship With God,” Mr. 
Kenady presented a message about how 
God desires to have a relationship with 
us. After the Christian living class, camp-
ers headed to their first day of activities, 
which consisted of archery, kayaking, 
caving, creek walks, human foosball, 
gaga ball, air riflery, arts and crafts and a 
treasure hunt. The evening was finished 
off with a fun activity of novelty olympics, 
where campers participated in a number 
of team challenges.

Tuesday began with another great start 
with a delicious breakfast followed by a 
Christian living class given by Gary Pet-
ty, who continued the camp theme with 
a message on how strongly God desires 
to have a relationship with us. The day’s 
activities commenced with another series 
of activities like the day before and then 
finished off with a movie night complete 
with popcorn and snacks.

Finishing off camp on Wednesday 
campers received a certificate for com-
pleting the 2017 Nacome Camp session 

and then signed each other’s shirts. Staff 
joined in the shirt signing fun with notes 
of encouragement and thankfulness for 
making new friends.

Thank you to all who gave of their time 
and energy to make Camp Nacome a suc-
cess. Without you and, most importantly, 
our Heavenly Father, Camp Nacome 
would not be possible. I pray that every-
one has a blessed year and I hope to see 
you again soon at Camp Nacome in 2018, 
which is scheduled for June 3-6.

Matthew Puckett

Preteen Nacome Camp
Tennessee—May 28-31

There were 47 preteen campers who 
enjoyed a very successful camp at the UCG 
building in the Piney Woods of East Texas. 
Twelve teen staff helpers were joined by 
several dozen adults comprised of import-
ed staff, along with many of the local East 
Texas brethren. The teamwork and sym-
metry was evident throughout camp.

Fun activities included the boys mak-
ing leather wallets and the girls making 
aprons, parachute games, baking, floor 
scooters, basketball, dodgeball and of 
course gagaball. 

Also, the water activities (swimming, 
fishing, dunking booth, double lane slip-
n-slide, water balloon games) are always 

popular with the warm Texas summers.
Our theme for the camp followed the 

teen camp theme “Building Your Rela-
tionship With God.” Our Christian living 
classes and our activities were based on 
this theme. 

Parents were on hand to see the end of 
camp awards ceremony where the campers 

sang two music pieces: “He Is Our God” 
and “Nothing Is Too Big for God.”

We give thanks to our Heavenly Father 
who has blessed this camp so tremen-
dously. God answered so many prayers 
that were lifted up asking for His guidance 
and direction in all that was done.

Jim Moody

Preteen Camp Piney Woods
Texas—July 9-12

A combined total of 62 campers and 
staff enjoyed the eighth annual preteen 
Camp Colorado in the gorgeous Rocky 
Mountains near Estes Park, Colorado. 
We had daily compass checks and/or 
Christian living classes centering on our 
theme for camp—“Developing Godly 
Relationships.” The importance of prayer 
and reading the Bible was stressed in 

our personal relationship with God the 
Father and Jesus Christ. We also talked 
a lot about being loving and kind to one 
another and we saw the children doing 
just that throughout camp!

Campers and teen staff enjoyed archery, 
canoeing, nature hikes, arts and crafts and 
a combination of soccer and kickball we 
affectionately refer to as multi-ball! 

They were also challenged in two class-
es of elaborate field games—one to begin 
and one to close out camp—including a 
very fun game of water balloon tag involv-
ing over 700 water balloons!

Each evening we sang loudly around 
the campfire and played Bible games, test-
ing the Bible knowledge of our preteens, 
teens and even adults! We also had a spe-

cial children’s choir that learned two lively 
Christian songs. The campers sang—and 
signed with American Sign Language—
them beautifully in our closing ceremo-
ny before we all left camp with hopes of 
returning again next year!

Next year’s dates for Camp Colorado 
are June 17-20. Hope to see you there!

Mark Welch

Preteen Camp Colorado
Colorado—July 16-19

See more camp photos at https://flic.kr/s/aHsm7A8KbP

https://flic.kr/s/aHsm7A8KbP
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This was the 16th year that camp was 
held at the beautiful outdoor country set-
ting at Ironwood Springs Christian Ranch 
near Stewartville, Minnesota.

This was one of the largest camps we’ve 
had as 176 of us (86 campers and mini 
dorm campers, 35 teens and 55-plus 
adults) enjoyed four days of living, play-
ing and working together “God’s way.” 
God blessed camp with His protection 
and beautiful weather.

Our goal was to enrich the campers by 
giving them opportunities to build rela-
tionships with other children who share 
common beliefs and to deepen their rela-

tionship with God by getting to know 
more about their loving Father through 
daily Christian living and music classes.

The theme of this year’s camp was “Our 
Awesome God and His Creation.” In 
Christian living we looked at the amazing 
universe and the creation. 

The theme was also emphasized 
throughout the activities and in their 
evening dorm time. The preteens enjoyed 
the new Jelly video (Days of Creation) 
and easily learned the creation song as 
well as “All Things Bright and Beautiful,” 
which they performed at the closing day 
program.

Camp Ironwood is a family camp with 
many parents bringing their preteens 
and teens (as well as those under 5) and 
spending four days together in a loving 
and nurturing family environment.

It was a fun-filled four days with a vari-
ety of activities including: horseback rid-
ing, swimming, ziplining, arts and crafts, 
field games, climbing wall, archery and 
BB gun shooting, creek walk, team chal-
lenge, campus improvement, slingshot, 
mini farm and tubing down a long slip-n-
slide. Evening activities were: game night, 
a campfire sing-a-long, carnival, treasure 
hunt and novelty Olympics.

Jonathan Magee created a short video 
capturing highlights of the camp and can be 
viewed at: https://youtu.be/kSTU0VzzYxQ.

The friendships, camaraderie, nur-
turing family environment and living, 
working and playing together according 
to God’s laws, is an experience that those 
who attended Camp Ironwood this sum-
mer will not soon forget. 

We praise God and thank Him for 
another successful year at Camp Iron-
wood! The dates for next year’s Preteen 
Camp Ironwood will be July 15-18, 2018.

David Schreiber

UYC 2017 Reports
Preteen Camp Ironwood

Minnesota—June 16-19

Camp Buckeye returned for its sixth 
year in a row to Camp Luz in Orrville, 
Ohio. We continue to grow, which is a 
blessing, but it does create challenges. 
This year we had 97 campers, but the ratio 
of boys to girls has really changed. We had 
five boy dorms and three girl dorms. The 
weather was amazing, with highs in the 
upper 80s and evening lows in the low 60s.

We took a break from archery this year 

but still had our other regular activities 
such as arts and crafts, canoeing, court 
games, field games, fishing, indoor games, 
skits, team building and watersports. It is 
rewarding to have an entire class help the 
dorms prepare a skit to perform at camp-
fire. The quality is much improved, as well 
as the amazing props and costumes.

One activity that has always challenged 
the children is fishing. This year there 

were plenty of fish being caught, with the 
largest being a beautiful 17-inch bass!

Mark Graham led the camp in a fun-
filled sing-along during campfire on 
Monday night. Audience participation 
involved so much more than singing; so 
much more that it almost felt like exercise.

We do our part in planning and organiz-
ing, but nothing would be a success without 
the blessing and protection from God, so we 

must always be thankful to Him! I would 
also like to thank everyone who supports the 
United Youth Camps program. It is an amaz-
ingly successful program that relies heavily 
upon financial donations and volunteers. So 
thank you very much!

We will be returning to the same facility 
next year. The dates will be July 29-Aug. 
1, 2018.

Len Martin

Preteen Camp Buckeye
Ohio—July 30-Aug. 2

Northwest Preteen Camp is located 
along the Salmon River in Welches, 
Oregon, at the base of Mount Hood. We 
hosted 93 campers and 75 staff, which was 
a record attendance for us. Our theme this 
year was the fruit of the Spirit from Gala-
tians 5:22-23.

The campers learned the values of 
the fruit of the Spirit in Christian liv-
ing class and practiced these values 
through archery, dance, sports, arts and 
crafts  swimming and a river float. In one 
Christian living class, the campers were 
challenged to find words in Scripture to 

expand on the nine fruits. They wrote 
them down and placed them on the wall. 
By the end of camp, they expanded the 
original nine to 81, filling the wall with 
positive fruits. The camp owners were so 
impressed they asked us to leave it there 
to inspire other guests!

It was a record year in temperatures, 
reaching 104, and some water issues made 
staying hydrated a challenge. But God 
worked out a solution before camp began 
as one of the staff members had an indus-
trial class water filter on his work vehicle. 
This allowed us to give the campers good 

tasting, fresh water, prompting cheers 
from the campers that “God is good!”

For arts and crafts the campers made 
souvenir picture frames, fruit of the Spirit 
necklaces, and created cards for those 
who will not be able to attend the Feast 
from the region. Archery is a favorite for 
many and this year there was a spinning 
target designed to focus your eyes on the 
bullseye. Campfire is always a hit with 
clever chants, songs and skits based on 
the theme.

This was a year of firsts and lasts, as 
Jeff and Lisa Richards worked with John 

and Sandy Cafourek, who are retiring as 
directors this year. During the awards 
ceremony, the Cafoureks were presented 
with a fruit basket in honor of the theme. 
They started the Northwest Preteen 
Camp in 2002 and have directed it every 
year. Jeff and Lisa were fortunate to have 
many years working under the Cafoureks 
as counselors, allowing them to glean the 
necessary components to direct and serve 
the campers and staff. We look forward to 
many more years serving the preteens and 
their families through the camp program.

Jeff Richards

Northwest Preteen Camp
Oregon—Aug. 1-4

In mid-August, 63 campers, along 
with 81 staff, parents and grandparents, 
joined together for three days of fun, fel-
lowship and faith in the mountains of 
Pennsylvania. 

The story of Elijah was our theme, 
and everyone from babies to preteens 
learned about the miracles and won-
ders God worked through him and 
his faith. As was fitting for the camp 
theme, the anticipated rain held off for 

all three days of camp (thankfully not 
three years!). God blessed our time with 
bright, cool days, and the rain poured 
soon after we left.

Campers’ days were filled with using 
power tools to craft step stools for each 
camper, making brilliantly colored tie-dye 
shirts, playing all kinds of sports, massive 
splash battles while boating and playing 
minute-to-win-it games by firelight. We 
also managed to squeeze in team build-

ing and swimming, archery and a tough 
hike for the oldest dorms. The hike was a 
lesson in perseverance, and they were well 
rewarded with a beautiful view.

Our youngest campers enjoyed a spe-
cial grandma camp in the mornings with 
Bible lessons, activities, songs and games 
just for them. And what fun would camp 
be without our annual, camp-wide, cap-
ture-the-flag game on the last night? That 
evening, after the game, the campers’ 

voices softly rang out over the campfire 
and across the lake, singing a beautiful 
song of worship together. This is what 
kids camp is about, and what we work for 
and look forward to all year.

Thank you so much to our hardworking 
and wonderful counselors and staff who 
made this year the best yet. We could not 
have done this without you and we can’t 
wait to see you again next year!

Lindsey Massie

Preteen Camp Seven Mountains
Pennsylvania —Aug. 13-16

https://youtu.be/kSTU0VzzYxQ
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Women’s Weekends
Mid-Atlantic Women’s Enrichment Weekend

In 1 Peter 3 we read that a woman’s beau-
ty should not be merely outward; rather it 
should be an inner disposition of the heart 
and a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very 
precious in God’s sight. The holy women 
who trusted God adorned themselves and 
submitted themselves to God.

The Mid-Atlantic Women’s Enrich-
ment Weekend was held at the Pearlstone 
Center, a Jewish retreat center located in a 
serene part of Reisterstown, Maryland, and 
was attended by 59 ladies from 10 states, 
ranging in age from 17 to 84 years old. The 
weekend’s theme was taken from 1 Peter 
3:3-4: “Let your inner adornment be the 
lasting beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit.”

Friday evening started off with a deli-
cious baked chicken meal followed by 
a get-acquainted activity. On Sabbath 
morning, we had several beautiful pieces 
of special music performed. Randy Sch-
reiber, who pastors Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, gave a sermon titled “Mother 
of Submitters” speaking of Sarah and 
how having an attitude of submission is 
important in our life.

In the afternoon, the keynote present-
er, Kay Schreiber, was introduced by our 
MC, Carolyn Robinson. A study guide 
had been handed out the evening before 
on “Women of Old” like Sarah, Rahab, 

Deborah, Esther, Ruth, Rebekah and oth-
ers, so we could look over their examples 
prior to Kay Schreiber’s presentation. 
The next morning, she pointed out four 
things that made them women of God. 
The four criteria she mentioned are: put-
ting our trust in God, being submissive, 
doing what is right and what is good, and 
not being fearful. We are to put our hope 
and trust in God. This takes away pride 
and gives us a meek and quiet spirit and 
a submissive attitude. After a short break, 
we had our second presentation by Stella 
Helterbrand from Cincinnati, Ohio, who 
spoke on what is precious in God’s sight. 
She showed us how to have true faith and 
values, the importance of God’s glory, and 
how we are more precious than jewels and 
each unique to God. As God’s special trea-
sure He is refining us.

After the presentations, the older 
women of the group were honored and 
thanked for being good examples in 
teaching the younger women in their con-
gregations, and they were encouraged to 
continue teaching through their example. 
We then had an interactive group activity 
where each table group received scenar-
ios to discuss, and then a representative 
from each table shared short summaries 
of examples in the Bible of those who 

had a gentle and quiet spirit. The evening 
ended with hymn singing, accompanied 
by Grace DeVenny on violin, and s’mores 
at the campfire.

In the morning after breakfast, every-
one was given a Hawaiian lei as they 
entered the hall, and we enjoyed learning 
the art of hula dancing by Alexis Sumner. 
Many ladies throughout the weekend 
took walks on the property and found the 
facility to be very relaxing and peaceful. 
As a community outreach program, we 
asked everyone to bring personal hygiene 

items as well as sheets and comforters to 
contribute to Sarah’s Hope, a local shelter 
for women and children.  

Many ladies commented on how appre-
ciative they were of the amount of free 
time allowed so they were able to build 
new friendships. Comments were also 
made about how spiritually and positively 
enriching the weekend was and how they 
hoped that we would be able to come back 
to this location again for another Wom-
en’s Enrichment Weekend.

Rhonda Diggins

A group of attendees at the Mid-Atlantic Women’s Enrichment Weekend. 

Phoenix Women’s Enrichment Weekend

The Phoenix Women’s Enrichment 
Weekend, held Aug. 5-7, was a great suc-
cess! The theme of the weekend was “Put 
on the New You” with a focus on Colos-
sians 3:1-17. The weekend was set at a 
thoughtfully laid out venue called Spirit 
in the Desert Retreat Center in Carefree, 
Arizona. The center is arranged in such a 
way as to enjoy wonderful views in a nat-
ural setting full of native plants and the 
animal life that visit such areas.

Due to the setting, some of the ladies 
enjoyed viewing wild javelina (peccary), 

coyotes, lizards and various birds including 
families of quail. Since no formal events 
were scheduled for Friday evening some of 
the ladies enjoyed a salmon dinner before 
heading into the Sabbath. They were also 
able to settle into their spacious rooms, 
swim in the pool, relax in the hot tub and 
fellowship in the shared living area.

For some the Sabbath day began with a 
shared meal in the cafeteria or just taking 
the tranquil time to enjoy the morning in 
their rooms. Others arrived that morning 
to begin the weekend. In all, four states 

were represented: Arizona, Ohio, Cali-
fornia and New Mexico. After breakfast 
all the ladies were excited to gather in the 
Ravenscroft Chapel to hear Sandy Messer 
give a speech titled “Who Are You? Who 
Is the New You?” Explaining why it helps 
to know each other better, using our 
individual results from a Myers Briggs 
personality test we had all taken before 
attending.

Sabbath services followed, which 
included a wonderfully appropriate-to-
the-weekend sermon, given by Darris 
McNeely called “The Fellowship of the 
Heart.” Special music included a duet 
sung by Sylvia Kennedy and Susie Velas-
quez. Susie then sang with her daughter 
Eva, who also played guitar. After services 
the ladies broke for lunch and spent more 
time getting acquainted. The afternoon 
included a speech by Kelli Ferrier about 
using spiritual tools to set our minds on 
the things above and to be renewed. All 
enjoyed a very creative activity where the 
ladies shared their favorite ways to use 
their spiritual tools with each other.

Just before dinner, visiting speak-
er Debbie McNeely spoke on “Being 
Clothed With Mercy”—a look at how 
God saw who we could become and how 
we need to offer mercy to others. During 
dinner Joy Zimmerman shared the value 

of words. After dinner, Kay Schreiber 
led a discussion about how women of 
the Bible adorned themselves and what 
is most important to put on. The final 
event of the evening was a discussion led 
by Sandy Messer about the personality 
assessments we had taken and how they 
impact the way we put on the characteris-
tics discussed throughout the day, and our 
perspective from examples in the Bible.

Sunday morning began with an outline 
for the day, a hymn, prayer and a hearty 
breakfast. We then assembled once again 
to hear Sylvia Kennedy speak about put-
ting on peace and letting it rule our hearts 
in a speech called “Let the Peace of God 
Rule in Your Heart.” Joan Tuck then 
showed us how a woman can cover all the 
virtues of God by binding them together 
with love. Tina Fogelson and Sandy Mess-
er discussed the woman dressed for spiri-
tual success, what the new you looks like 
in your life, and asked, “What are your 
takeaways from the weekend?”

All good things must come to an end 
however, and so Kay Schreiber conducted 
a very moving farewell activity that uplift-
ed the spirit of all the women before we 
all ended with a group hymn and prayer. 
After many hugs, all left feeling refreshed 
and moved by the weekend.

Lorelei Nettles

A collage of photos featuring women who attended the Phoenix Women’s Enrichment Weekend. 
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doesn’t make any sense. We don’t natu-
rally feel joyful when we’re hit by painful 
troubles, whether emotional, physical, 
financial or all the above. We want the 
trial to go away, to be resolved, to vanish, 
preferably as soon as possible.

So, what is James trying to tell us?
We have the unbreakable promise from 

God that even though we may sometimes 
feel we’re at the breaking point—where 
we feel we can take no more—that God is 
actually producing this precious quality 
of hupomone within us. As James con-
tinues, “Knowing that the testing of your 
faith produces patience [hupomone]” 
(James 1:3). But then James goes on with 
this advice: “But let patience [hupomone] 
have its perfect work, that you may be 
perfect and complete, lacking nothing” 
(James 1:4).

If we will but let it, if we can relax into 
the hand of God, the red-hot fury of a trial 
produces within us a divine quality that 

reflects the very character and glory of 
God! This capacity to endure [hypomeno] 
coupled with the super-strong quality of 
divinely-produced patience [hupomone] 
gives the marvelous power and capacity to 
overcome. Consider the fact that the New 
Living Translation renders those famous 
verses of “he who overcomes” (see Revela-
tion 2:11; 3:12) as “all who are victorious.”

Yes, God indeed does give us the power 
to be victorious, to endure [hypomeno] 
and bear up courageously under fire!

As one who has had the privilege of pas-
toring congregations and working with 
brethren for decades, I have seen this in 
action many times. On occasion my wife 
Bev and I have received what appears to 

be unwelcome news. We then have gone 
to homes and hospitals, expecting to see 
weakened shells of humans lying at death’s 
door. Instead, we often find humble and 
tranquil members who are remarkably at 
peace. These people, although they face 
death, know and believe deeply the prom-
ises of God. Like Daniel’s three friends 
who were standing before the inferno, 
they firmly know that God can deliver 
them. But these people hold a marvel-
ous understanding of the phrase “but if 
not . . .” (Daniel 3:18, Authorized Version) 
and have incredible peace as a result.

What do I mean by the phrase “but 
if not“? When Daniel’s three friends 
answered the furious King Nebuchadnez-
zar, who demanded that they break faith 
and worship a Babylonian idol, they calmly 
declared: “Our God whom we serve is able  
to deliver us from the burning fiery fur-
nace . . . But if not [if it is not God’s will], 
be it known unto thee, O king, that we will 
not serve thy gods” (Daniel 3:17-18, AV).

Many times Bev and I have witnessed 
incredible turnarounds where a personal 
trial is ended, sometimes miraculously. 

We have also seen times where the end of 
a trial was not what one might hope for. 
What is inspiring is that these tough times 
can produce the noble quality of hupo-
mone—unswerving, rock-solid, stead-
fast patience—that God gives and forms 
within us. Bev and I have come away from 
such visits actually encouraged ourselves 
when we were supposed to be the ones 
doing the encouraging!

Armed with that precious quality of 
hupomone, we can then go on with a new 
and mature perspective that is closer to 
God’s perspective. I have seen people 
emerge from sore trials with deep faith. 
They now know how to trust God. They 
have the “peace that passes all under-
standing” (Philippians 4:7).

God is all-powerful. He embodies pure 
love. He knows what we do not. When we 
are faced with what appears to the be the 
unfaceable, God is ready. He has for us the 
gifts of patience, power and peace. As we 
strive to “endure to the end,” let us coura-
geously claim those gifts and allow God’s 
perfect work to transform us, that we too 
can be victorious! UN

Continued from page 3

Endure

way of life as they repent.
God has called us in the Church to repen-

tance today, before the world has heard the 
battle cry. Have we heard God’s battle cry, 
and are we taking action? If so, God has 
given us the amazing opportunity to actu-
ally join the battle cry of Jesus Christ at His 
return in order to lead the entire world to 
repentance and eternal life!

The Call to Worship
One of the primary purposes of a 

trumpet blast in ancient Israel was the 
gathering of God’s people together, 
either to hear an urgent message or 
to worship God. A long trumpet blast 
accompanied God’s presence when He 
appeared to Israel to give the Ten Com-
mandments (Exodus 19:13,16,19). This 
terrifying noise drew the Israelites’ atten-
tion to God and caused them to tremble 
and worship before His awesomeness as 
they heard His words.

In the prophetic fulfillment of the Feast 

of Trumpets, all people will hear the trum-
pet blast and will eventually be humbled 
to worship before God’s power. In those 
days, “from one Sabbath to another, all 
flesh shall come to worship before Me, 
declares the Lord” (Isaiah 66:23), and 
“every knee shall bow to Me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God” (Isaiah 
45:23, Romans 14:11). The central pur-
pose of the Feast of Trumpets is reconcil-
ing humanity to God and bringing them 
into worship of Him.

If we have already heard the call to 
worship God, then it is important that we 
gather together every Sabbath and every 
Holy Day if we are able to do so. God’s 
Sabbath and holy days are “appointed 
times” when God commands us to have 
“holy convocations” with each other 
before Him (Leviticus 23:2). In order to 
be sure that we are properly responding to 
God’s trumpet call in our hearts, it is para-
mount that we “not [forsake] the assem-
bling of ourselves together . . . but [exhort] 
one another, and so much more as you see 
the Day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25).

Shouts of Joy
At Jesus’ return, God’s resurrected 

saints will also make a resounding joyful 
noise along with the angels, and a sound 
“like mighty peals of   thunder” (Rev-
elation 19:6-8) will be heard in praise of 
God! The entire creation will rejoice as 
it is freed from bondage and turned over 
to “the glorious liberty of the children of 
God” (Romans 8:21)—the trees will clap 
their hands, and the mountains will break 
forth in song (Isaiah 55:12).

During the 1,000 years, the world will 
look to the cause of these great shouts of 
joy: the fulfillment of God’s promises to the 
firstfruits of His harvest, of which they are 
the next phase. They will see clearly that 
this great sound of praise that is raised at 
Jesus’ coming is the result of God’s faith-
fulness and worthiness, and that they too 
should rejoice in the greatness of God.

If we have been called into covenant 
with God, then there should be a loud, 
joyful noise growing in our hearts today! 
We are called to rejoice in the hope of 
God’s promises through faith, and our 
rejoicing will reach a glorious crescendo 

at the return of Jesus Christ that will shake 
the entire earth!

Does God Have Our Attention?
This Feast of Trumpets, let’s consider 

the teruah, the “great noise,” that will 
come upon the entire world. What is its 
purpose, and what does it mean for those 
of us today who already hear it coming? 
It is a warning to be spiritually alert, to 
repent from our sins and to join the army 
of God. As He leads us out of captivity 
from sin, we must also joyfully praise God 
for His awesome deeds by which He has 
delivered us through Jesus Christ! And we 
must continue to gather with one another 
week by week, year by year, edifying each 
other and growing together in faith and 
love as we answer the worship call that the 
entire world will soon hear.

If we have become slack in our call-
ing, let’s take this Feast of Trumpets as an 
opportunity to make ourselves alert! Let’s 
consider whether the trumpet is sound-
ing loudly in our hearts and how we can 
work together to magnify that sound to 
the world through our lives. UN

Continued from page 4

Trumpet Sounded

get to do good and to share, for with such 
sacrifices God is well pleased.” Anything 
we do to support our brothers and sis-
ters is a blessing to not only them, but 
ourselves also. Most Feast sites I have 
attended in the past have had a table set 
up with cards that can be signed. These 
cards are generally for shut-ins and oth-
ers with health issues that make it dif-
ficult to attend a Feast site. Everyone is 

invited to sign the cards or even write a 
note. After a few days, these cards will 
be mailed to the recipients in hopes that 
they will receive them before the Feast 
concludes. Imagine how uplifting it must 
be for them to feel included by their 
brothers and sisters.

Another possibility could be treating 
an individual, couple or family to din-
ner if you have additional festival tithe. 
Maybe even babysit so that a couple 
could enjoy a dinner with their spouse. 
These are just a couple of ideas that you 

could try. Make a conscious effort to be 
aware of ways you can help others rejoice 
at the Feast.

By attending the Feast of Tabernacles 
we express to God that we have learned 
some discipline in our lives. We have dili-
gently tithed all year long and have shown 
up to keep the Feast where He has placed 
His name.

This is why we are to rejoice in some of 
the finer things that we don’t get to par-
take of during the other parts of the year. 
God trusts that we will not use the tithe in 

inappropriate ways such as over-indulg-
ing. Let’s not take for granted and misuse 
the blessings God has provided us with.

Rejoicing is an important element dur-
ing the Feast of Tabernacles. Not only is 
the Feast enjoyable for us today, but it also 
represents a time in the future we should 
all look forward to. What better reason to 
be excited than the coming of the peace 
and widespread truth of God? I hope you 
have a delightful and uplifting Feast of 
Tabernacles. I look forward to rejoicing 
with you.UN

Continued from page 4

Rejoice

“As we strive to ‘endure to 
the end,’ let us courageously 
claim those gifts and allow 
God’s perfect work to 
transform us, that we too 
can be victorious!”
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enon of nature when it occurs. What a 
sight! The fish pair off, male and female, 
in a seething mass of crimson bodies. 
The females, swollen with eggs, flail the 
gravel river bottom with their worn tails 
to create deep nests. When everything is 
ready, males deposit sperm, called milt, 
and the females lay their clusters of eggs 
in the nests. Together they bury the eggs 
with gravel.

After several days, when they have 
guarded the nests, they die, completing 
the cycle of life. Their bloated bodies float 
downstream and decompose, filling the 
air with their stench.

The silent spectacle has an almost mys-
tical aura about it. You can actually get 
a lump in your throat as you watch the 
bruised and battered salmon literally 
serving to their deaths.

An Arduous Journey
They have come a long way, overcoming 

many obstacles, and have endured to the 
end. They have fought the rapids, whirl-
pools, fallen logs, rock slides and pollut-
ants from pulp mills. They have escaped 
the fishing fleets of two nations, which 
stalk them and reduce their population 
by up to 80 percent. They have escaped 
the native fishermen along the shores of 
the Fraser River.

They have found their way from the far 
reaches of the Pacific Ocean, swam 300 
miles upstream, fought the swift currents 
of the mighty Fraser and had their bodies 
battered for 17 days on their migration to 
lay down their lives so that the next gen-
eration might be born.

Hell’s Gate
One area the salmon have to pass 

through is called Hell’s Gate, a narrow 
rocky gorge on the Fraser River 80 miles 
northwest of Vancouver. It is 110 feet wide 
at its narrowest point. The current is 20 
miles-per-hour. It is laced with roving 
whirlpools, 40 feet in diameter and 100 
feet deep, capable of swallowing whole 

trees and spitting them out again stripped 
and quartered. An average of 34 million 
gallons of water a minute rushes through 
this narrow gorge. At times as much as 
200 million gallons a minute have been 
recorded during runoffs, since water from 
8,400 square miles of British Columbia 
has to drain off through this area.

Back in 1913 railroad builders in the 
Hell’s Gate canyon needlessly dumped 
millions of tons of rock into the river, and 
in 1914, loosened by blasting, gigantic 
slabs of the cliff side fell into the narrow 
gorge, blocking the canyon and stopping 
the salmon in their migration route. Only 
a small number somehow managed to 
get through to spawn upriver. In 1946, 
manmade fishways were completed, after 
which the salmon population slowly 
began to increase to the pre-slide levels.

Anyone who has stood on the viewing 
platforms over Hell’s Gate has to admire 
the determination, strength and forti-
tude of the animated crimson arrows that 
leaped over this area without the aid of 
the fishways during the aftermath of the 
rock slide. Even with the fishways, it is a 
fantastic feat.

The sockeye salmon run of the Adams 
River survived because a tiny minority 
of overcomers defeated seemingly insur-
mountable odds and made it to their desti-
nation so that future generations might live.

There are many parallels of the sockeye 
salmon run to the Christian struggle. Let’s 
look at some of them.

Our Hell’s Gate
A Christian has to make it through the 

“Hell’s Gate” and turbulence of this world 
to reach God’s Kingdom. Christ tells us: 
“Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the 
gate and broad is the way that leads to 
destruction, and there are many who go in 
by it. Because narrow is the gate and diffi-
cult is the way which leads to life, and there 

are few who find it” (Matthew 7:13-14).
A Christian has to forge against currents 

polluted with immorality, escape the nets 
of materialism, resist the steady current 
of satanic influence and his own human 
nature as well as resist the whirlpools of 
negative peer pressure that constantly try 
to suck him under.

Just like after the rockslide in the nar-
row gorge where fishways had to be built, 
God opens a way. Psalms 118:19 says: 
“Open to me the gates of righteousness; 
I will go through them, and I will praise 
the Lord.” Also Isaiah 26:1-2 says: “In 
that day this song will be sung in the land 
of Judah: ‘We have a strong city; God will 
appoint salvation for walls and bulwarks. 
Open the gates that the righteous nation 
which keeps the truth may enter in.’”

Tribulations Along the Way
Some of God’s servants have suffered 

much physical abuse in this colossal 
struggle.

Paul commented in Acts 14:22: “We 
must through many tribulations enter 
the kingdom of God. He describes his 
hardships in 2 Corinthians 11:23-33. 
Yet he said: “We are hard pressed on 
every side, yet not crushed; we are per-
plexed, but not in despair; persecuted, 
but not forsaken; struck down, but not 
destroyed” (2 Corinthians 4:8-9).

We read about some of God’s faithful 
people. They “through faith subdued king-
doms, worked righteousness, obtained 
promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the 
edge of the sword, out of weakness were 
made strong, became valiant in battle, 
turned to flight the armies of the aliens . . . 
Still others had trial of mockings and 
scourgings, yes, and of chains and impris-
onment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
in two, were tempted, were slain with the 
sword. They wandered about in sheepskins 
and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted, 
tormented” (Hebrews 11:33-37).

God in His infinite mercy provides, 
along the way of life’s struggles, occasional 
quiet pools such as His festivals where we 
can rest and gather strength (Psalms 23:2-
3). He even at times builds us paths around 

our obstacles (1 Corinthians 10:13).
Because of an elect group that endures 

to the end, God will spare the human 
race from total destruction (Matthew 
24:13, 21-22).

No Turning Back
Just as salmon hover over their fer-

tilized nest of eggs and protect it from 
predators, a Christian has to protect his 
mind, which has been fertilized by God’s 
Spirit, from those who would shipwreck 
his faith and drown him in the perdition 
of ungodliness.

There is no turning back. Christ said in 
Luke 9:62: “No one, having put his hand 
to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the 
kingdom of God.”

Great rewards lay in store, but these are 
still upstream, in the quiet waters of the 
Kingdom of God (Revelation 2:26; 3:21). 
The strong currents that we swim against 
help build strong resolve and character. 
Trials and tests do come. As Paul wrote: 
“Therefore we do not lose heart. Even 
though our outward man is perishing, yet 
the inward man is being renewed day by 
day. For our light affliction, which is but 
for a moment, is working for us a far more 
exceeding and eternal weight of glory” 
(2 Corinthians 4:16-17). Eventually, the 
physical flesh will perish, but a new life 
will begin through the resurrection.

The psalmist compared our struggle to 
that of mariners battling stormy oceans 
and showed God’s desire to help us: 
“They mount up to the heavens, they go 
down again to the depths; their soul melts 
because of trouble. They reel to and fro, 
and stagger like a drunken man, and are 
at their wits’ end. Then they cry out to 
the Lord in their trouble, and He brings 
them out of their distresses. He calms the 
storm, so that its waves are still. Then 
they are glad because they are quiet; so 
He guides them to their desired haven” 
(Psalms 107:26-30).

With God’s help and with the naviga-
tional aids of His Word and the Holy Spir-
it, all things are possible. We can make it 
through the “Hell’s Gates” of this world 
into the tranquility of God’s Kingdom 
(Romans 8:16-23, 35-39)! UN
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ews and flesh. These bones represent the 
nation of Israel and the time when God 
restores their life in the resurrection of 
the Eighth Day, when all the dead small 
and great will live. Israel’s regathering, 
promised and prophesied here, is a mark-
er from God that all nations will live and 
receive the hope of salvation.

“Then He said to me, ‘Son of man, 
these bones are the whole house of Isra-
el. They indeed say, “Our bones are dry, 
our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut 
off!” Therefore prophesy and say to them, 

“Thus says the Lord God: ‘Behold, O My 
people, I will open your graves and cause 
you to come up from your graves, and 
bring you into the land of Israel. Then 
you shall know that I am the Lord, when 
I have opened your graves, O My people, 
and brought you up from your graves. I 
will put My Spirit in you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you in your own land. 
Then you shall know that I, the Lord, 
have spoken it and performed it, says the 
Lord”” (Ezekiel 37:11-14).

You cannot understand Ezekiel’s vision 
and Paul’s statements in Romans without 
the critical key of the Eighth Day festival. 
Revelation 20 shows the sequence of res-
urrections including a time when all the 

dead, small and great, will stand in a time 
and be judged by the “books,” which means 
the books of the Bible. It will be their time 
to learn the full truth of the gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the Kingdom of God.

This understanding is the answer to so 
many of the questions that philosophers, 
theologians and even scientists have pon-
dered through the ages. Whether it is the 
question of why evil and suffering, to the 
search for the singular explanation for the 
purpose of the cosmos, sincere men have 
sought for the grand answer to explain 
the purpose behind the universe. When 
you understand the key of the Eighth Day 
festival in Scripture you have the answer 
from the mind of the One who designed, 

purposed and created it all. It is the answer 
that unlocks the ultimate secret.

By God’s grace I understand this. As 
you cherish and keep this truth you will 
grow in grace and understanding. I wait 
for the day when I can explain it to my 
father. “Oh, the depth of the riches both 
of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments 
and His ways past finding out. ‘For who 
has known the mind of the Lord? Or who 
has become His counselor?’ ‘Or who has 
first given to Him and it shall be repaid to 
him?’ For of Him and through Him and 
to Him are all things, to whom be glory 
forever. Amen” (Romans 11:33-36). UN

Continued from page 5

The Eighth Day

“With God’s help and with 
the navigational aids of His 
Word and the Holy Spirit, 
all things are possible.”
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UYC 2017 Photos and Reports
Preteen Camps

Ironwood Seven Mountains

Northwest Piney Woods

Buckeye

Canada’s summer camp for youth cel-
ebrated its eighth season. With 32 campers, 
their families and the necessary volunteers, 
70 people in total came to camp in the Dar-
well, Alberta, area. The weather was won-
derful, with only one thunderstorm to con-
tend with and a morning of rain. The calm, 
experienced staff took the schedule changes 
in stride and everything ran smoothly.

Many volunteers prepared lessons and 
activities, put together games, and helped 
organize and supervise the programs. This 
year, the children built and painted clay 
pot bird feeders at arts and crafts. They 
participated in team sports such as soc-
cer, volleyball and kickball. They learned 
paddle strokes, water safety and teamwork 
while canoeing. Archery continued to be 
a favorite at camp. Teamwork challenges 
taught godly character traits of patience 
and cooperation. The abundance of frogs 
on the property made the swamp expedi-
tion and nature lesson very profitable!

The rainy Friday morning brought the 
campers indoors, but the little ones were 
kept busy playing group games, while the 
older campers had dance lessons. Partner 
dances such as the polka, waltz, two-step, 
box-step and jive were practiced. They 

also had fun with a few line dances. They 
were able to demonstrate their new danc-
ing abilities on Friday evening before the 
Sabbath at the family dance.

This year’s camp was extended to 
include the Sabbath, which was pleas-
ant and a unifying experience for breth-
ren. The day of rest was appreciated after 
three days of activities. Bible games and 
Sabbath school entertained the children, 
and Rick Berendt came out as a guest to 
lead the teens in a Bible study.

Sabbath services included youth partici-
pation in song leading, opening and closing 
prayers, special music and scripture read-
ing. Rob Eckert gave a sermonette on “being 
holy, as our God walks in the midst of our 
camp” and included five children to assist in 
reading the scriptures. Bob Berendt deliv-
ered a sermon about our great God’s divine 
creation and our place in it.

This year’s theme was “Growing in 
God’s Garden,” with the feature scripture 
being Deuteronomy 23:14. Morning ori-
entation, called “Peanut Butter and Jam 
Time,” focused on holy conduct, team-
work and being separate from the world. 
Christian living lessons were themed with 
God’s garden in mind, and worked on 

concepts such as giving good gifts, grow-
ing our fruits spiritually and recognizing 
God’s presence all around us.

Another new aspect to camp this year 
was the inclusion of our youth ages 16 and 
above in the role of junior volunteers.

These young people truly added to the 
camp with their youthful enthusiasm and 
energy. They were assigned leadership 
roles coaching soccer and kickball, super-
vising young children in tents, assisting 
with the primary activities, decorating 
for the dance and organizing all the picnic 
games on the last day of camp. They were 
also given opportunities to participate in 

their own activities. It was encouraging to 
see our teens gathered around the fireside 
in the evenings for social hour.

Thanks to our cheerful and efficient 
kitchen staff for all the delicious and 
healthy meals, snacks and treats.The ice 
cream sundae bar at the family dance was 
a hit! Thank you to all who support, not 
only our youth, but our whole church, in 
this endeavour to build a Christ-centered 
spiritual family!

It was a wonderful camp experience for all 
ages. We encourage you to join us next year! 

Susan Davis

Camp Wildrose
Canada —July 19-23

Colorado

Nacome
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Dylani Gjesvold is the daughter of Scott and Sarah Gjesvold. 
She is part of the Twin Cities, Minnesota congregation. 

Dylani graduated from Andover High School with highest hon-
ors after spending her last two high school years completing her 
liberal education requirements at the University of Minnesota.

She was president of Art Club, board member of the Post Sec-
ondary Student Association, a dean’s list student; four years aca-
demic letter; and member of the National Honor Society. She has 
worked at preteen camp each summer. She loves to rollerblade 
and spend all summer outdoors and traveling.

She will attend the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities, for a 
bachelors degree in biomedical engineering, working as an assis-
tant to a professor in the mechanical engineering department.

Her favorite scripture is Joshua 1:9.

Brenden Merring, son of Bert and Tricia Merring of the Orlan-
do congregation, has earned the rank of Eagle Scout—the highest 
achievement or rank attainable in the boy scouting program of the 
Boy Scouts of America. Only 4 percent of boy scouts are granted 
this rank after a lengthy review process.

Brenden, a member of Boy Scout Troop 268 of Clermont, Flor-
ida, received the award in a special Eagle ceremony on March 12.

For his Eagle project, Brenden built four large benches for Cler-
mont Elementary School for use outside their classrooms. This 
project helped to eliminate several safety hazards at the school.

He earned 36 merit badges on his journey to Eagle and has 
attended Boy Scout camps at Rainy Mountain, Georgia, and 
Camp LaNoChe in Florida.

Other than scouting Brenden is an active youth in the Orlando 
congregation, participating in teen Bible studies and serving on 
the sound crew. He also assists with the annual Orlando campout 
each year and has attended UYC Camp Woodmen for the last 
several years.

What’s New In MEDIA?

What’s New In MEDIA?
Title Host Literature Airing 

Period

Confronting Anxiety Gary Petty Tools for Spiritual Growth Sept. 10-16

Kingdoms at War: The 
Mystery of the Fourth 
Beast

Darris McNeely The Final Superpower Sept. 17-23

What is Hell? Steve Myers
Heaven and Hell: What 
Does the Bible Really 
Teach?

Sept. 24-30

Celebrating the Feast of 
Tabernacles in Today’s 
World

Steve Myers
God’s Holy Day Plan: The 
Promise of Hope for All 
Mankind

Oct. 1-7

Kingdoms at War: The 
Fifth Kingdom Darris McNeely Christ’s Reign on Earth: 

What It Will Be Like Oct. 8-14

Martin Luther: The 
Unfinished 
Reformation

Gary Petty Bible Study Course Oct. 15-21

A Halloween Story Steve Myers
Holidays or Holy Days: 
Does It Matter Which 
Days We Keep?

Oct. 22-28

Wars of Gog and 
Magog Gary Petty Is There Really a Devil? Oct. 

29-Nov. 4

Television Airing Schedule

calendar of events
Sept. 21: Feast of Trumpets

Sept. 30: Day of Atonement

Oct. 5-11: Feast of Tabernacles

Oct. 12: Eighth Day

Oct. 29: Leadership Workshop, Stewartville, Minnesota

Oct. 29-31: North Central Region Ministerial Conference

Dec. 4-7: Council of Elders Meetings, Cincinnati, Ohio

Dec. 22-26: Winter Family Weekend, Cincinnati, Ohio

Dec. 27-Jan. 2, 2018: Winter Camp, Lake Geneva , Wisconsin
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Dylani Gjesvold

Brenden Merring

Correction
In the July-August issue of the United News there was a mistake in the article titled 
“Dance Champion in Wisconsin.” It was reported that Alexander Schweitzer took part 
in the dance competition on April 29. He actually competed on April 30, not April 29. 

Recognitions


